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INTRODUCTION. 


This  collection  of  pap^M's,  which  has  been  compiled  under  tlie  ins- 
tructions of  the  Hon'l)li'  Xawah  Sj-ed  Slianis-ul-Huda,  >i.a.  h.l..  ^leniber, 
Executive  Council,  Bengal,  ^  from  the  records  of  tlie  Government  of 
Bengal  and  of  the  Bengal  Board  of  Revenue,  relates  to  the  Hooghly 
Imamliarah,  a  Muhammadan  religious  institution  maintained  out  of  the 
income  of  the  Sj'edpur  Trust  Estate  now  in  the  district  of  Khulna. 
The  papers  have  been  arranged  in  chronological  order  and  give  a 
detailed  account  of  tho  aifairs  of  the  Imambarah  from  1815  to  1910. 
The  trust  was  created  by  Hajee  Muhammad  ilohsin  who  inherited  the 
zamindari  of  Par^'ana  Syedpur  from  his  half-sister,  ]\Iannoojam  Klianum. 
The  Hajee  had  no  lawful  heirs  and  he  created  a  icakf  of  the  said 
zamindari  for  religious  and  charitable  purposes  by  the  deed  of  appro- 
priation, dated  the  20tli  AprillSOB,  and  appointed  Rujub  Uli  Khan  and 
Shakur  Uli  Khan,  ]\lutwallis  or  Trustees  of  the  Endowment,  authorizing 
either  of  them,  in  ease  of  inability  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
trust,  to  appoint  another  trustee  in  uis  place.  Agreeably  to  the  terms 
of  the  deed,  the  Board  of  Revenue  recognised  the  abovenamed  persons 
as  trustees  and  they  managed  thi  trust  both  during  the  life  time  of 
the   appropriator    and    after    his    death. 

In  1220  B.  S.  (1813  A.D.)  Shakur  Uli  Khan,  l)eing-  seriously  ill, 
appointed  his  son  Bakur  Uli  Khan  to  be  trustee  in  his  place  and 
shortly  after  died,  and  in  the  same  year  Rajub  Uli  Khan  who  had 
become  very  old  and  infirm  in  like  manner  appointed  his  son  Wasiq 
Uli    Khan    to   succeed    him    in    the    management    of   the    trust. 

In  1818  Government  was  compelled  to  take  upon  itself  the  procura- 
torship  of  the  endoNvment  in  consequence  of  the  misappropriation  of 
its  funds  by  the  abovenamed  Mutwallees  (Bakur  Uli  and  Wasiq  Uli), 
and  appointed  Akl)ar  L'li  Kiian  in  their  jdace  to  manage  the  endow- 
ment. Upon  tliis  liti^ai/ion  ensued,  the  I'esult  of  which  was  that  in  a 
decree  passed  in  1836  the  Sudder  Dewany  Adawlut  supported  Govern- 
ment in  its  interfei-ence.  A  list  of  the  Mutwallis  showing  under 
what    authorities    they    were    appointed    is    given    below. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  compilation  has  been  placed  a  consoli- 
dated list  of  the  papeis  printed  and  of  those  eliminated.  Then 
follows   a    photograph    of  the    original    Waqfnamah    in    Persian,    alluded    to 


above.  An  English  translation  of  it  prepared  bj'  the  Sudder  Dewany 
Adawlut  will  be  found  in  the  judgment  of  that  Court  in  the  case  of 
AVasiq  Uli  versus  Government,  dated  the  22nd  September  1836.  which 
has  also  been  incorporated  in  the  l)ook.  In  addition  to  these  has  been 
given  a  summary  of  certain  extracts  from  "  Tabaqua-i-Mohsinya," 
a  Persian  History  of  the  Imambarah  written  by  Nawabzada  iSyed 
Ashrafuddin  Ahmad,  Khan  Bahadur,  the  present  Mutwalli,  showing  the 
relation  between  Salahuddin  ^luhaiumad  Khan,  the  original  founder 
of  the  Imambarah  and  Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin.  Another  docu- 
ment bearing  on  the  same  subject,  viz.  the  report  of  1st  January  1835 
of  Mr.  Sutherland,  Pleader  employed  on  behalf  of  Government  in  the 
case  of  Wasiq  Uli  versus  Government,  has  been  likewise  incorporated 
in  this  publication.  To  facilitate  the  tracing  of  information  on  parti- 
cular points    an    alphabetical   index    has    been    added    at    the  end. 


Name?  of   Mutwallis. 


1.  Eajub    Uli    Khan  |  j^.,^^   Mutwallis 

2.  Shakur    Uli    Khan  ' 


3.     Bakur   Uli    Khan 


4.     Wasiq    Uli   Khan 


5.     Akbar    Uli    Khan 


6.     Gbalib  All    (son-in-law   of 
Akbar    Uli),  temj)orarily 


7.  Zainiiddin    Hossain,  temporarily 

8.  Syed    Keramat   Ali 

9.  Sved   Ashrafuddin   Ahmed 


Authorities  under    which 
they    were  appointed. 

Appointed  by  the  Waqf- 
namah   of  tlie  testator. 

Verbally  appointed  by 
his  father  Shakur  Uli 
in  Bysakh  1220  B.  S. 
(April   1813  A.D.) 

By  a  Towleutnamah 
e.Kecuted  by  his  father 
Eajub  Uli  dated  13th 
January    181  i. 

G.  O.  No.  833,  dated  7th 
August  1818  (vide  also 
Board's  letter  of  16th 
July    1819). 

Hooghly  Local  Agents' 
No.     26,      dated      22nd 

June    1836. 
Hooghly   Local    Agents' 

No.     28,     dated      29th 

June  1836. 
G.  O.  No.  12.  dated  ord 

January  1837. 
G.  O.  No.  1302T,  dated 

25th  June  1875. 


A  PHOTOGRAPH  of  tlio  orianiial  Waqf-namali,  dated  the  20th  April  1806,  of  the 
late  Hajeo  Muhammad  ^lolisin,  bj'  wliich  he  dedicated  his  hmded  properties  to 
religious  and  charitable  purposes,  is  placed  at  the  besfinning  of  the  book.  An 
English  translation  of  it  will  be  found  at  page  225,  in  the  judgment,"  dated 
the  22nd  September  1836.  of  the  Sudder  Dewany  Adawlut,  in  the  case,  Wasiq  Alee 
Khan    versu.t   the    Government. 


List    of    papers    arranged   chronologically   from   1815  to   1910   relating  to 

the   Hooghly   Imambarah. 


Short  title. 

Subject. 

Page. 

Remarks. 

1—1 

2 

3 

4 

Mismanagement 

Letter,  ilated  the  itli  August  181.5,  from                 1 

of    the     Imam- 

the   Board  of  Revenue    to    the  Vice- 

barah  and  pro- 

President   and     Deputy   Governor   in 

posal     for     the 

Council,  reporting  the  mismanagement 

appointment  of 

of  the    Imambarah    at    Hooghly     and 

nn  Ameeu. 

uufitnes.s  of  the  joint  Mutwallees,  and 
proposing      to     appoint     an      Ameen 
(Manager)  for    the   supervision  of  the 
affairs   of   the   institution  (the  Imam- 
barah.) 

Letter,  dated  the   6th    September  1815,  i              3 

from  the  Government  to  the  Board  of 

Revenue,  sanctioning  tlie  appointment 

of  an  Ameen. 

Appointment     of 

Letter,  dated  tlie  10th  November  1815, 

5 

Syed         Akbar 

from    the    Board   of    Revenue   to   the 

Alee    Khan    as 

Local  Agents  at  Hooghly,  intimating 

Ameen  for  the 

that  the  Board  have  acconlod  sanction 

supervision    of 

to    the    appointment    of    S^'cd   Akbar 

tlie     affairs     of 

Alee  Khan  as  an  Ameen. 

the  Imambarah. 

Letter,  dated  the  2Ith  November  1815, 

6 

from  the  Government  to  the  Board  of 

Revenue,   apx^roving  the   appointmejit 

of  Syed    Akbar  Alee  Khan  as  Ameen 

of  tlie  institution  at  Hooghly. 

Letter,  datfd   the   15th   January    1816, 

7 

Copy    of  darkhast 

from  the  Local  agents  at    Hooghly   to 

referred     to     in 

the  Board  of  Revenue,  recfuestiong   to 

this      letter       is 

*  ■ 

grant  a   fresh  sunnad  to    Syed   Akbar 

not  traceable. 

» 

< 

Ali  Khan,   vesting   him  with  the   ex- 
clusive   control  in  the  management  of 
the  institution  of  Salahuddin  Muham- 
mad Khan  at  Hooghly. 

Sliort  title. 


Subject. 


Page. 


Remarks. 


Letter,  dated  the  otli  March  1816,  from 
the  Board  of  Revenvio  to  tlie  Local 
Agents.  Jessore,  directing  the  Ameen, 
Syed  Akbur  Alee  Khan,  to  i^roceed  to 
the  head  ciitchery  of  the  Pergaiinah  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  the  mnfassil 
settlement  and  generally'  to  superin- 
tend the  affairs  of  the  estate. 

Letter,  dated  the  28tli  March  1816,  from 
the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  forwarding  a  darkhast  of 
Ameen,  Syed  Akbar  Alee  Khan,  in- 
forming the  Collector  that  the  accounts 
and  papers  regarding  the  estate  over 
which  he  was  placed  as  Controller 
and  Manager  were,  according  to  the 
declaration  of  the  Mutwallees,  des- 
troyed by  tire. 

Letter,  dated  the  3rd  April  1816,  from 
the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  the  Board 
of  Revenue,  forwarding  a  darkhast 
presented  to  himbj'  Akbar  Alee  Khan, 
saying  that  the  true  and  actual 
resources  of  the  estate  could  not  be 
ascertained  but  by  general  measure- 
ment  of  it. 

Letter,  dated  the  9th  April  1816,  from 
the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Collector 
of  Jes.sore.  informing  that  the  Board, 
consider  it  expedient  to  place  the 
estate  under  sequestration,  and  direct- 
ing to  depute  persons  to  take  charge 
of  it  and  to  realise  the  arrears 
due. 

Letter,  dated  the  26th  April  1816,  from 
the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Sudder 
Dewanny  Adawlut,  acknowledging 
the  recei^jt  of  a  proceeding  of  the 
Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut  in  the  case, 
Ghalib  Allee  versus  Rojub  Alee  and 
others  regartling  the  attachment  of 
the  estate  by  the  Government  for  an 
arrear  of  revenue. 

Letter,  dated  the  27th  May  1816,  from 
the  Collector,  Jessore,  to  the  Board, 
of  Revenue,  suggesting,  for  the 
conduct  of  the  business  of  the  estate, 
the  employment  of  persons  in  the 
estate  wholly  independent  and  uncon- 
nectetl  with  it,  and  not  those  who  were 
emploj'ed  during  the  life  of  the  Hajee 
in  whose  time  the  estate  was  in  arrears. 

Letter,  dated  the  12th  June  1816,  from 
the  Collector,  Jessore,  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  informing  that  the  arrears 
due  to  Government  oji  account  of  the 
rents  of  the  estate  for  the  Bengali  year 
1222  are  irrecoverable. 


Not  j)riuted. 


Not  printed. 


Not  i^rinted. 


Not  i^rinted. 
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Short  title. 


8ul)ject. 


Letter,  (lateil  tin'  l.'Uli  Juiu'  ISKi.  from 
tlie  Collector  of  Jessoie  to  tlw  Board 
of  Revenue,  askinji:  for  the  Board's 
opinion  about  tlie  forming  of  certain 
mahals  comprised  in  the  estate. 

Letter,  dated  the  lith  June  1816,  from 
the  Bo-ird  of  Revenue  to  the  Collector 
of  .Jessore,  in  rejjly  to  the  Collector's 
letters  dated  the  '27th  May  ISIG  and 
12th  June  1816,  informing  that  they 
have  no  objection  to  surrendering  the 
estate  again  to  the  Mutwallees,  if  they 
agree  to  certain  stipulations  concern- 
I  ing  the  numagement  of  it,  and  that 
what  they  desire  i.i  to  appropriate  the 
profits  of  the  estate  to  the  purposes 
prescribed  in  the  towleutlmama. 


Page. 


Surrender  of  the 
estate  again  to 
the  joint  Mut- 
wallees on  con- 
dition for  good 
management. 


Letter,  dated  the  9th  July  1816,  from  the 
Collector  of  Jessore  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  intimating  in  repl\'  to  the 
above  letter  that  he  has  sun-endered 
the  estate  to  the  former  Mutwallees, 
Rajab  Alee  and  B-iqir  Alee,  on  certain 
conditions  for  good  management. 

Letter,  dated  the  12th  July  1816,  from 
the  Board  of  Revenue  to  tlie  Collector 
of  Jessore,  approving  the  surrender  of 
the  estate  to  the  Mutwallees. 

Letter,  dated  the  22nd  August  1816,  from 
the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  the  Board 
of  Revenue,  forwarding  certain  peti- 
tions of  jamadars  and  burkandazes 
attached  to  the  estate  under  the 
suj)erintendence  of  Rajab  Alee  and 
Baqir  Alee  for  the  non-payment  of 
their  pay. 

Letter,  dated  tlie  27th  August  1816.  from 
the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Collector 
of  Jessore,  asking  for  a  statement 
showing  the  amount  of  collections 
from  the  mufassil  and  the  amount 
collected  up  to  date. 

Letter,  dated  the  1th  September  1816, 
from  the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  the 
Board  of  Revenue,  submitting  a  peti- 
tion of  Baqir  Alee  Khan,  one  of  the 
joint  Mutwallees  for  the  non-receipt 
of  his  miisjiahara. 

Letter,  dated  the  6th  September  1816, 
from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Collector  of  Jessore,  declining  to  pay 
the  mushahara  of  Baqir  Alee  Khan 
referred  to  above. 


Remarks. 


Not  printed. 
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15 


16 


Not  printed. 


Not  j)rinted. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 


Sliort  title. 


A  notorious  char- 
acter named 
Mo  li  a  ni  m  a  cl 
Ashin  broiiglit 
into  the  ciitch- 
ery  of  the  Mut- 
wallees  at  Syed- 
pur  by  Baqir 
Alee  Khan. 


Conduct  of  the 
joint  Mutwallees 
in  disobeying 
the  orders  of  the 
Collector  of 

Jessore. 


Subject.  I       Page.  REMARKS. 


Letter,  dated    the    7th    September  1816,  17 

from  the  Collectcr  of  Jessore  to  the  \ 
Board  of  Revenue,  iiiforming  that  a  | 
man  of  Jiotorious  character  named 
Mohammad  Ahsin  was  brought  into 
the  cutchery  of  the  Mutwallees  at 
Syedpur  by  the  Mutwallee,  Baqir 
Alee  Khan. 

Letter,  dated    the  17th  September  1816.  ...  Not  printed, 

from   the    Board   of   Revenue    to    the  i 
Collector   of   Jessore.   informing    that 
the  Board,  l)eing  Revenue  authorities,  j 
cannot  take  any  steps  against  Muham- 
mad Ahsin.  I 

Letter,  dated   the  23rd  September  1816.  18 

from   the   Collector   of   Jessore  to  the  j 
Board   of   Revenue,   reporting  disobe-  [ 
dience  on  the  part  of  the   Mutwallees 
in  not  sending  him  the  JanDiia  Wasil 
Baki  accounts  of  the  Trust  Estate. 

Letter,  dated  the   24th  September  1816,  '  19 

from    the   Collector   of  Jessore    to  the  ' 
Board  of  Reveniie,  reporting  the  con- 
duct of  the  Mutwallees   in    disobeying  | 
his  orders.  i 

Letter,  dated  the  4th  October  1816,  from  21 

the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Collector  i 
of  Jes.sore,  in  reply  to  the  Collector's  j 
letter  dated  the  23rd  September  1816,  i 
directing  to  threaten  the  Mutwallees  i 
with  a  daily  fine  on  their  failure  to  i 
furnish  him  with  the  accounts  of  the 
estate. 

Letter,  dated  the  4tli  October  1816,  from  22 

the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Collector 
of   Jessore,   authorising   him    to  draw 
bills  on  the  Collector   of   Burdwan  for  : 
the  amount  of  Rs.  4,000  to  be  spent  on  i 
the     Imambarah     and    wages    of    the 
servants  of  the  establishment.  | 

Letter,  dated  the  4th  October  1816,  from  23 

the  Board  of  Revenue  to   the  Collector 

of  Jessore,  in  reply  to  his  letter  dated 

the   24th   September   1816,   intimating 

that  an  arrangement  will  be  made  for 

the  better  numagement  of   the   estate  i 

of  Syedpur. 

I 
Letter,  dated  the  14tli  October  1&16,  from  ...  Not  printed. 

the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  the  Board 

of   Revenue,    informing    that    Munshi 

Muhammad  Ahsin  has  been  prohibited 

from  interfering  with  the   business  of 

the  estate,  and  that  Digamber  Duit  has 

been  allowed  to  act  as  Dewan. 


Short  title. 


Subject. 


Pa^e. 


Remarks  . 


Board's  resolu- 
tion for  the 
better  manage- 
ment of  the 
estate  and  the 
institution  at 
Hooghly  under 
regulation  19 
of  1810. 


Charges  for  the 
performance  of 
Mohurrum  at 
Moor  ley. 


Bo£nd"s  resolu- 
tion for  attach- 
ment of  the 
estate  for  ar- 
rears of  reve- 
nue due  to 
Government. 


Letter,  dated  the  loth  October  1816,  from 
the  CoUeclor  of  .Tcssore  to  the  Board 
of  lieveiiues,  forwarding  a  statement 
of  the  revenues  due  from  the  Mutwal- 
lees  of  the  pergannuli  Syedpur. 

Letter,  dated  the  18th  October  1816.  from 
tlie  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Collector 
of  Jessore,  refusing  to  accept  the  Col- 
lector's action  re-appointing  Degumber 
Dutt  as  Dewan  of  the  estate. 

Letter,  dated  the  18th  October  1816.  from 
the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Collector 
of  Jessore,  I'equesting  to  furnish  the 
Board  with  a  jionina  and  khiirch  or 
a  statement  of  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments. 


Resolution  of  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
dated  the  12th  Noveml)er  1816,  calling 
on  the  Collector  of  .Jessore  to  submit 
the  Jumma  Wasil  Bakee  accounts  of 
the  Malguzari  estate  of  Syedpur,  with 
a  view  to  removing  the  Mutw'allees, 
Rajub  Alee  Klian  and  Baqir  Alee 
Khan,  and  ju-oviding  for  better 
manageuient  of  the  estate  and  the 
Institution  at  Hooghlv  under  regula- 
tion 19  of  1810. 


Letter,  dated  the  13tli  November  1816, 
from  the  (Collector  of  .Jessore  to  tlie 
Board  of  Revenue,  forwarding  a  list 
showing  the  charges  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  Mohurrum,  etc..  at  Moorley 
and  other  stations  subordinate  to 
Pergannali  Syedpur,  and  asking  for 
the  Board's  instructions  as  to  wliether 
the  Treasurer,  on  the  part  of  the 
CoUectpr,  is  to  advance  the  sum  of 
Rs.  163-8  to  the  Mutwallees  for  the 
purpose. 


Resolution  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  of 
the  15th  November  1816,  directing 
the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  put 
the  estate  under  immediate  attach- 
ment owing  to  arrears  of  revenue 
due  to  Government  against  the 
estate,  and  to  invest  Akbar  Alee 
Khan  with  the  charge  of  the  entire 
collections  of  it  as  Sezawai  till  Board's 
further  orders,  and  rejecting  the 
apjilication  of  the  joint  Mutwallees  for 
the  Muhurruni  expenses  at  Moorley 
for  the  time  being. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 
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26 


Short  title. 


yubject. 


Page. 


Eemarks. 


Investiture         of 
Syetl  Akbar 

Alee  Khan  with 
the  entire  con- 
trol of  tlie 
estate  and  the 
institution. 


An  abstract  of 
Jii)n})ia  Wasil 
Bakee  accounts 
of  the  Malguz- 
aree  estates  of 
Syedpur. 


Appointment      of 
Putwaris  in 

several  villages 
of    th(i  estate. 


i  A  sunnud.  dated  tlie  1.5t!i  Xovember 
1816,  issued  by  the  lioard  of  Revenue 
to  Syed  Akbar  Alee  Khan  (Uli  Akbar 
Khan),  the  Anieeu  of  the  estate  of 
Syedpur,  vesting  him  witli  the  entire 
control  of  it  and  the  institution. 


Letter,  dated  the  22nd  November  181G. 
from  the  Collector  of  .Tessore  to  the 
Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply  to  tlie 
Board's  resolutions  dated  the  12th  and 
loth  November  1816,  submitting  an 
abstract  of  the  Jninma  Wasil  Bakee 
accounts  of  the  Mulguzaree  estates 
of  S3'edpur. 


Letter,  dated  the  2oth  November  1816, 
from  the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  the 
Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply  to  the 
Board's  letter  dated  the  loth  Novem- 
ber 1816,  informing  that  necessary 
proclamation  of  the  attachment  of  the 
estate  and  of  tlie  appointment  of  Akbar 
Alee  Khan  as  Sezawal  has  l^een  issiied 
to  talookdars,  ravats  and  farmers. 


Letter,  dated  tlie  29th  November  1816, 
from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Collector  of  Jessore,  in  reply  to  the 
above  letters,  approving  the  measures 
taken  by  the  Collector  to  carry  into 
effect  the  Board's  resolution  of  the 
loth  November  1816  in  regard  to  the 
attachment  of  the  estate  by  Govern- 
ment for  arrears  of  revenue. 


Letter,  dated  the  19tli  December  1816, 
from  the  Collector  of  .Jessore  to  the 
Board  of  Revenue,  asking  for  sanction 
of  the  Board  to  the  appointment 
of  Patwaris  in  several  villages 
of  the  estate,  and  to  undertake  a 
thorough  measurement  of  the  lands 
in  order  to  secure  better  management 
of  the  internal  affairs  of  it. 


Letter,  dated  the  27th  December  1816, 
from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Collector  of  Jessore,  in  reply  to  the 
above  letter,  authorising  the  Collector 
to  sanction  the  appointment  of  Put- 
waris  in  those  villages  where  there 
are  none,  and  disallowing  jiersons 
holding  situations  on  the  establish- 
ment of  the  estate  to  hold  farms. 
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The  proceeding 
referred  to  in 
this  letter  is  not 
traceable. 
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39 


Short  title. 


Death     of     Rujiib 
Alee  Khan. 


Internal  manage- 
ment of  the 
estate  of  Per- 
gannah  Syedpur. 


Subject. 


Letter,  dated  the  28th  January  1817, 
from  tbe  Collector  of  Hoo<ihly  to 
the  Boarii  of  Revenue,  re])()rting  the 
deatli  of  Rajah  Alee  Klian,  one  of 
the  joint  Mutwallees  of  tlie  Imam- 
barah. 


Letter,  dated  the  28th  March  1S17,  from 
the  Collector  of  .Je.ssore  to  the  Board 
of  Revenue,  in  reply  to  the  Board's 
letter  datetl  the  27th  December  1816, 
giving  a  long  account  of  the  internal 
management  of  the  estate  of  Pergan- 
nah  Syedpur. 

Letter,  dated  the  8th  April  1817,  from 
the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Collec- 
tor of  Jessore,  in  reply  to  the  above 
letter,  issuing  necessary  instructions 
to  the  Collector  in  regard  to  the 
internal  management  of  the  estate 
-with  reference  to  the  points  noted 
in  the  Collector's  letter  referred 
to. 

Letter,  dated  the  9th  May  1817,  from  the 
Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Local  Agents 
at  Hooghly,  directing  to  submit  a  list 
of  pensioners  and  servants  who  were 
borne  on  the  establishment  of  the 
Hooghly  Imambarah. 

Letter,  dated  the  25th  June  1817,  from 
the  Local  Agent  at  Hooghly  to  the 
Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply  to  the 
above  letter,  asking  for  sanction  to 
proceed  with  the  Ameen  on  inquiry 
in  connection  witli  the  preparation 
of  a  list  of  pensioners. 

Letter,  dated  the  27th  June  1817,  from 
the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  the  Board 
of  Revenue,  forwarding  a  statement  of 
the  settlement  of  the  4  annas  of  Per- 
gannah  Syedpur. 

Letter,  dated  the  1st  July  1817,  from  the 
Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Collector  of 
Jessore,  in  reply  to  the  above  letter 
sanctioning  the  settlement  of  the  -i 
annas  of   Pergannah  Syedpur. 


Page. 


Preparation  of  a 
list  of  pension- 
ers. 


Letter,  dated  the  1st  July  1817,  from 
the  Board  of  Revenue  to  Mr.  D.  C. 
Smyth,  Local  Agent  at  Hooghly,  in 
reply  to  the  above  letter  dated  the 
25th  June  1817,  sanctioning  the  pro- 
posal in  connection  with  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  list  of  pensioners. 
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53 


Some  enclosures 
are  not  trace- 
able. 


Not  printed. 
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Not  printed. 


Short  title. 


Subject. 


Page. 


Remarks. 


Suspension  of 
Baquir  Alee 
Khan  and  Wasiq 
Alee  Khan,  and 
appointment  of 
Akbar  Alee  as 
Ameen. 


Institution  of 

a  suit  in  the 
Supreme  Court 
by  Torab  Alee, 
younger  son  of 
Shakir  Alee, 
against  Akbar 
Alee  for  the 
recovery  of  the 
money  alleged 
to  have  been 
lent  by  him  to 
Akbar  Alee 
Khan. 


Letter,  dated  the  1st  July  1817,  from  the 
Board  of  Kevemie  to  tlie  Collector  of 
Jessore,  in  reply  to  the  Collector's 
letter  dated  the  27th  June  1817.  sanc- 
tioning the  settlement  of  the  4  annas 
of  Pergannah  Syedpur. 

Letter,  dated  the  loth  August  1817,  from 
the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  the  Board 
of  Kevenae,  informing  that  he  has 
succeeded  in  farming  several  mahals 
in  Pergannah  Syedpur,  and  forwarding 
a  statement  showing  the  miture  of 
the  settlement  of  the  -4  annas  share 
of  the  Pergannah. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  the  Local 
Agents  at  Hooghly,  dated  the  loth 
August  1817,  regarding  Wasiq  Alee's 
monthly  allowance. 

Extract  [rom  a  letter,  dated  the  29th 
August  1817,  from  the  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Local  Agents  at 
Hooghly.  regarding  Board's  views  on 
the  subject  of  Wasiq  Alee's  monthly 
allowance. 

Letter,  dated  the  12th  September  1817, 
from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Collector  of  .Jessore,  in  reply  to  the  Col- 
lector's letters  dated  the  loth  August 
1817*  and  the  loth  August  1817,  order- 
ing the  suspension  of  Baqir  Alee 
Khan  and  Wasiq  Alee  Khan,  Mut- 
wallees  of  the  Imambarah,  on  account 
of  the  embezzlement  of  the  funds  of 
the  Trust  Estate  by  them,  and  ap- 
pointing Syed  Akbar  Alee  Khan  as 
Ameen  of  the  estate. 

Letter,  dated  the  27th  February  1818, 
from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Local  Agents  at  Hooghly,  asking  for  a 
report  on  any  grievances  or  malprac- 
tices in  the  present  administration  of 
the  endowment. 

Letter,  No.  637.  dated  the  12th  June  1818, 
from  the  Government  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  requesting  to  afford  necessary 
assistance  to  Akbar  Alee  Khan  in 
connection  with  the  suit,  Torab  Alee 
Khan  versus  Abkar  Alee  Khan. 

Representation  of  Syed  Akbar  Alee 
Khan  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  dated 
the  27th  June  1818,  respecting  the  suit 
instituted  by  Torab  Alee  Khan  against 
him  referred  to  above. 
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Not  traceable.* 
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Subject. 
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Remarks. 


Appointment     of 
Akbar  Alee 

Khau     us   Mat- 
will  lee. 


Embezzlement  of 
the  funds  of  the 
endowment, 
and  profligate 
expenditure  by 
Wasiq  Alee  and 
Baqir  Alee. 


Letter,  No.  833,  dated  the  7th  August 
1818,  from  tlie  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Hcvenue,  vesting  the 
Ameen,  Saiyid  Akbar  Alee  Khan,  with 
the  cliarge  of  tlie  estate  and  the 
institution  at    Hooghly. 

Letter,  dated  the  lltli  December  1818, 
from  the  Government  to  the  Board 
of  Revenue,  forwarding  a  petition  of 
Wasiq  Alee  Khan,  and  asking  for  a 
report  on  the  subject  repi-esented  in 
bis  petition. 


Letter,  dated  the  16th  July  1819, 
from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Government  of  India,  rej)orting  the 
embezzlement  of  the  funds  of  the 
endowment,  and  profligate  expen- 
diture shown  in  accounts  by  the 
joint  Mutwalees  (Wasiq  Alee  Khan 
and  Baqir  Alee  Khan). 

Letter,  dated  the  12th  June  1820,  from 
the  Judge  of  Hooghly  to  the  Board 
of  Revenue,  forwarding  an  original 
petition  filed  in  the  Judge's  Court  by 
one  Muhammad  Hossain  against 
Akbar  Alee  Khan,  the  Mutwallee  of 
the  Imamljarah  at  Hooghl}'. 

Letter,  dated  the  16th  June  182'»,  from 
the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Local 
Agents  at  Hooghlj',  forwarding  the 
petition  made  by  one  Muhammad 
Hossain  against  Akbar  Alee  Khan 
in  the  Judge's  Court  at  Hooghly  for 
inquiry  and  report. 

Letter,  dated  the  27th  September  1820, 
from  the  Senior  Judge  of  Alipore  to 
the  Board  of  Revenue,  transmitting 
for  consideration  and  orders  of  the 
Board  of  Revenue  an  original  petition 
filed  in  the  Judge's  Court  by  Wasiq 
Alee  Khan,  an  heir  of  Rajab  Alee 
Khan. 

Letter,  dated  the  2yth  September  1*^20, 
from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Senior  Judge  of  Alipore,  in  reply  to 
the  above  letter,  informing  that  the 
measure  on  which  Wasiq  Alee  Khan 
founds  his  comphiint  was  adopted  with 
tlie  sanction  of  Government :  and  that 
should  he  actually  institute  a  siiit,  the 
Local  Agents  and  the  Mutwallee 
would  be  prepared  to  defend  it. 
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Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 


10 


Short  title. 


Petition  of  plaint 
presented  •  to 
the  Judge  of 
Hooghly  by 
Waisiq  Alee, 
claming  Es. 
7.800-6-y  from 
the  Imambarah. 


Institution  of  a 
suit  against  the 
Government  bj^ 
Wasiq  Alee 
Khan  in  the 
Pr  0  V  i  n  c  1  a  1 
Court  of 

Appeal  at 

Calcutta. 


Petition  of  plaint 
filed  in  the 
Court  of  Appeal 
at  Calcutta  by 
Wasiq  Alee  for 
the  recovery  of 
a  share  in  the 
towleut  of  4 
annas  of  Per- 
gannah  Syed- 
pur. 

Division  of  the 
Trust  Estate  in 
putnee  talooks. 


►Subject. 


Letter,  dated  the  1.5th  February  1821, 
from  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  to 
the  Board  of  Eevenue,  acknowletlging 
the  receipt  of  Board's  letter*  dated 
the  5th  December  1820,  with  a  copy 
of  a  petition  of  plaint  presented  to  the 
.Judge  of  Hooghly  by  Wasiq  Alee 
Khan,  claiming  Rs  7,800-6-9  from  the 
Imambarah  on  account  of  a  sum  said 
to  have  been  lent  by  his  father  (Rajub 
Alee  Khan)  to  the  late  Hajee  Moham- 
mad Mohsin  in  1212  A.  H. 

Letter,  dated  the  27th  February  1821, 
from  tlie  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Local  Agents  at  Hooghly,  instructing 
to  take  necessary  steps  to  defend  the 
suit  pending  in  the  Hooghly  Dewan- 
ny  Adavvlut  referred  to  above. 

Letter,  dated  the  2nd  March  1821,  from 
the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Local 
Agents  at  Hooghly,  forwarding  a  copy 
of  the  petition  of  plaint  filed  in  the 
Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  at  Calcutta 
by  Wasiq  Alee  Khan  agaijist  the 
Government ;  and  asking  for  a  draft  of 
the  answer  they  (the  Local  Agents) 
would  propose  to  file  in  the  suit  with 
reference  to  the  correspondence  which 
terminated  in  the  removal  of  the  late 
Mutwallees  (Wasiq  Alee  Khan  and 
Baqir  Alee  Khan). 

Letter,  dated  the  5th  March  1821,  from 
the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  the  Boai'd 
of  Revenue,  forwarding  a  copy  of  a 
petition  of  plaint  filed  in  the  Court  of 
Appeal  at  Calcutta  by  Wasiq  Alee 
Khan  for  the  recovery  of  a  share  in 
the  towleut  of  the  4  annas  of  Per- 
gannah  Syedisur ;  and  requesting  for 
their  order  for  filing  a  proper  reply 
on  the  part  of  Government. 


Letter,  dated  the  9th  March  1821,  from 
the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  the  Board 
of  Revenue,  submitting  his  sentiment 
on  the  question  of  dividing  the  Trust 
Estate  into  putnee  talooks. 

Letter,  dated  the  16th  March  1821,  from 
the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Collector 
of  Jessore,  in  reply  to  the  Collector's 
letter  dated  the  5th  March  1821 
above,  directing  to  move  the  Court  to 
compl}^  with  the  provisions  of  section 
3,  regulation  2  of  1814,  and  informing 
that  necessary  instructions  will  be  sent 
to  him  after  the  receipt  of  the  pre- 
scribed notification  from  the  Court. 
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Remarks. 
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Short  title. 


Subject. 


Page. 


Kemarks. 


Defence  of  the 
suit  preferred 
by  Wasiq  Alee 
aijainst  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the 
Calcutta  Pro- 
vincial Court. 


Arrears  of    Wasiq 
Alee's  pension. 


Suits       iustituted 
against  the 

Government  by 
Wasl(i  Alee  and 
one  Muhammad 
Hossiiin  in  the 
Provincial  and 
Zilla  Courts 
respectively. 


Compliance  of  the 
Court  of  Appeal 
with  tlie  pro- 
visions of  sec- 
tion 3,  regula- 
tion 2  of  18U, 
in  regard  to  the 
petition  of 

plaint  of  Wasiq 
Alee  Khan. 

Defence  of  the 
case,  Wasiq  Alee 
Khan  versus 
the  Government. 


Letter,  dated  the  23rd  March  1821,  from 
the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Collector 
of  .Tessore,  in  roi)lv  to  the  Collector's 
letter  dated  the  !lth\\Iarch  1821  above, 
informing  that  the  Board  would  sub- 
mit to  the  Government  his  (the  Collec- 
tor's) proposal  for  dividing  the  estate 
into  putnee  tulooks. 

Letter,  dated  the  6th  April  1821,  from 
the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  to  the 
Board  of  Revenue,  in  rei)ly  to  the 
Board's  letter  dated  the  2nd  March 
1821,  suggesting  the  line  of  defence  in 
the  suit  preferred  by  Wasiq  Alee 
Khan,  dismisse:!  Mutwallee  of  the 
Imambarah,  against  the  Government 
in  the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal. 

Letter,  dated  the  16tli  April  1821,  from 
the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  to  the 
Board  of  Revenue,  submitting  report 
on  the  petition  of  Wasiq  Alee  Khan 
for  the  arrears  of  his  j)ension. 

Letter,  dated  the  1st  May  1821,  from 
the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Local 
Agents  at  Hooghly,  with  reference 
to  the  Local  Agents'  letters  dated  the 
16th  April  ami  23rd*  April  1821.  on 
the  subjects  of  the  .suits  preferred 
against  the  Government  by  dismissed 
Mutwallee,  Wasici  Alee  Khan,  and  one 
Muhammad  Hossain  claiming  Naib 
Mutwalleeship  in  the  Provincial  and 
Zilla  Courts,  respectively,  transmitting 
Board's  rubukarees*  containing  their 
sentiments  with  respect  to  the  course 
of  defence  in  the  suits  referred  to. 

Letter,  dated  the  29th  May  1821,  from 
the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  the  Board 
of  Revenue,  informing  that  necessary 
measures  have  been  adopted  to  move 
the  Court  of  Appeal  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  section  3,  regulation 
2  of  1814,  in  regard  to  the  petition  of 
plaint  ot  Wasiq  Alee  Khan. 


Letter,  dated  the  1st  June  1821,  from 
the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Collector 
of  Jessore,  in  reply  to  the  above 
letter,  forwarding  a  copy  of  the  Board's 
rubukaree  ;  and  instructing  the  Collec- 
tor to  leave  to  the  Local  Agents, 
Hooghly,  the  defence  of  the  case, 
Wasici  Alee  Khan  versus  the  Govern- 
ment. 
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Short  title.  Subject. 


Letter,  dated  the  59tli  June  1821,  from 
the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  to  the 
Boai'd  of  Revenue,  in  rejjly  to  the 
Board's  letter  dattd  the  2t!th  June 
1821,  informing  that  the  Acting 
Mutwallee,  Akbar  AJee  Khan,  has 
received  no  orders  directing  him  to 
proceed  to  Jessore  to  supervise  the 
affairs  of  the  estate  after  making 
necessary  arrangement  lor  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  at  Hooghly 
during  liis  absence,  and  requesting 
to  be  supplied  with  fresh  orders. 


Letter,  dated  the  30th  June  1821,  from 
the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  the  Board 
of  Revenue,  in  reply  to  their  letter 
dated  the  26th  March"l821,  submitting 
an  explanation  for  the  non-realization 
of  the  balance  of  Rs.  1,227  outstanding 
against  the  Trust  Estate. 


Letter,  dated  the  6th  July  1821,  from 
the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Collector 
of  Jessore,  in  reply  to  the  above  letter, 
directing  to  investigate  the  real  cause 
of  non-realization  of  the  balance 
referred  to  above. 

Letter,  dated  the  6th  July  1821,  from  the 
Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Governor- 
General  in  Council,  forwarding  a  copy 
of  the  Jessore  Collector's  letter  dated 
the  30th  June  1821,  representing  the 
inconvenience  sustained  by  the  landed 
projarietors  and  tlie  ryots  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Jessore,  owing  to  the  discontin- 
uance of  the  summary  legal  inter- 
ference provided  for  the  realization  of 
the  arrears  of  revenue. 

Letter,  dated  the  19th  Sei^tember  1821, 
from  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  to 
the  Board  of  Revenue,  submitting  their 
report  on  the  petition  of  Baqir  Alee 
Khan,  one  of  the  deposed  Mutwallees, 
for  the  arrears  of  his  monthly  allow- 
ance which  was  fixed  to  be  Rs.  100  per 
mensem,  and  suggesting  in  the  report 
not  to  pa  J'  the  arrears  of  Baqir  Alee's 
monthly  allowance. 

Letter,  dated  the  25th  September  1821, 
from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Local  Agents  at  Hooghly,  approving 
their  (the  Local  Agents')  suggestion  in 
respect  of  the  arrears  of  Baqir  Alee's 
monthly  allowance. 


Page. 


Remarks. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 
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Page.             Remarks. 

1 

2 

3 

i 

Letter,  dated  the  2tlth  January  1822.  from 
the  Local  Ajrents  at  Hoo»Tlily  to  the 
Board  of  Kevenue,  explaining' llie  delay 
in  nominating  a  person  to  fill  the  office 
of  the  Sheristadar  at  the  Imambarah. 

Letter,  dated  the  ith  February  1822,  from 
the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  to  the 
Board  of  Kevenue,  forwarding  an  urzee 
received  from  Mutwallee  Akbar  Alee 
Khau  in  which  he  has  nominated 
Ramput  Lail  for  the  post  of  Sheristadar 
at  the  Imambarah  to  succeed  Sree 
Narayan  Das.  and  suggesting  a 
pension  of  Rs.  10  per  mensem  to  be 
granted  to  Sree  Narayan. 

Letter,  dated  the  12th  February  1822, 
from  the  Board  of  Revenue  "  to  the 
Local  Agents  at  Hooghly,  approving 
the  appointment  of  Ramput  Lall  as 
Sheristadar  at  the  Hooghly  Imam- 
barah, and  disapproving  the  Local 
Agents'  proposal  for  the  grant  of  pen- 
sion to  Sree  Narayan  Das. 

Letter,  dated  the  21  th  May  1822,  from 
the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghh'  to  the 
Board  of  Revenue,  sending  the  inform- 
ation asked  for  regaitling  the  means 
of  subsistence,  and  landed  property  of 
Hussain  Alee,  son-in-law  of  Shakir 
Alee  Khan,  one  of  the  joint  Mntwallees 
of  the  Imambaj-ah  ;  and  requesting  to 
consider  tlie  question  of  allowance  to 
be  given  to  him  (Hussain  Alee)  for 
his  support. 

Letter,  dated  the  9th  April  1824,  from 
the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  to  the 
Board  of  Revenue,  submitting  a 
statement  showing  the  annual  and 
monthly  expenses  proposed  by  the 
Mutwallee  on  account  of  the  Mad- 
rassa.  Hospital,  and  Musafirkhana  at 
Hooghly,  and  asking  for  sanction  to 
these  expenses. 

Letter,  No.  1310,  dated  the  7th  May  1824, 
from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Local  Agents,  Hooghly,  according 
sanction  to  the  above  proijosal. 

Letter,  dated  the  4th  October  1825,  from 
the  District  Judge  of  Hooghly  to  the 
Board  of  Revenue,  forwarding  a  copy 
of  the  plaint*  filed  in  the  Judge's  Court 
in  the  case,  Wasiq  Alee  Khan,  dis- 
missed Mutwallee.  rersiis  the  Govern- 
ment, respecting  the  possession  of  the 
Imambarah  at  Hooghly. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 

Not  printed. 
•Not  traceable 
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Short  title. 


Subject. 


Page. 


Rehurks. 


Misappropriation 
of  the  funds  of 
tlie  endowment 
by  Akbar  Alee 
Khan,  and  secu- 
rity asked  for 
from  him. 


Rules  for  the  ad- 
ministration of 
the  Trust  Fund 
framed  bj'  the 
Board  for  the 
guidance  of  the 
Mutwallee. 


Security  furnish- 
ed by  Messrs. 
Mackintosh  & 
Co.  jn  favour 
of  Akbar  Alee 
for  the  proper 
management  of 
the  Trust  Fund 
in  future. 


Regular  remit- 
tance of  the 
surplus  pro- 
ceeds of  the 
Syedpur  estate 
by  the  Col- 
lector of  Jessore 
to  meet  the  cur- 
rent expenses 
of  the  Imam- 
barah. 


Letter,  No.  1029,  dated  the  2nd  March 
1829,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Commissioner  of  Revenue, 
Burdwan  Division,  directing  to  have 
an  investigation  made  regarding 
the  alleged  misappropriation  of  the 
funds  of  the  endowment  by  Akbar 
Alee  Khan,  and  to  call  upon  the 
latter  to  ^ive  a  secui'ity  to  the 
extent  of  Rs.  10,000  to  make  good  any 
demands  that  ma%-  be  established 
against  him,  or  in  failure  thereof  to 
place  some  one  else  in  charge  of  the 
endowment  until  a  final  decision  is 
passed  on  the  points  after  investiga- 
tion. 

Minute  of  the  3rd  Member  of  the 
Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  dated  the 
23rd  March  1829,  passing  his  views  on 
the  alleged  misajjpropriation  and 
abuse  of  the  funds  of  the  endowment 
by  Mutwallee  Akbar  Alee  Khan,  and 
framing  a  set  of  riiles  to  be  observed 
in  future  in  regard  to  the  accounts 
rendered  by  the  Mutwallee. 

Letter.  No.  45,  dated  the  25th  March 
1829,  from  the  Commis.sioner  of 
Revenue,  Burdwan  Division,  to  the 
Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply  to 
the  Board's  letter  No.  1029,  dated  the 
the  2nd  March  1829,  inquiring 
whether  the  security  to  the  amount 
of  Rs.  10,000  given  by  Messrs.  Mackin- 
tosh &  Co.  in  favour  of  Syed  Akbar 
Alee  Khan  may  be  accepted. 

Letter.  No.  1530.  dated  the  31st  March 
1829,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Rev- 
enue to  the  Commissioner  of  Rev- 
enue, Bui-dwan  Division,  forwai-ding 
a  copv  of  their  resolution  dated  the 
23rd  March  1829,  together  with  the 
original  papers  and  accounts  referred 
to  therein,  relative  to  the  management 
of  the  Syedpur  endowment,  and 
ordering  that  the  Boartl  will  no  longer 
require  any  securitj-  from  the  Mut- 
wallee, Sj'ed  Akbar  Alee  Khan. 

Letter,  No.  1529.  dated  the  31st  March 
1829,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Rev- 
enue to  the  Commissioner  of  Rev- 
enue, Alipore,  requesting  to  instruct 
the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  adopt 
ai'rangements  in  concert  with  the 
Collector  of  Hooghly  for  the  regular 
remittance  of  the  surplus  proceeds 
of  the  Syedpur  estate  to  meet  the 
current  expenses  of  the  Imambarah. 
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Short  title. 


Future^  disposal 
of  the  kipsed 
jjth  share  of 
the  net  pro- 
ceeds ot  the 
Syedpur  Estate. 


Advance  of 

money  from 
the  Imambanih 
funds  for  the 
repairs  of  the 
I  m  a  m  b  a  r  a  h 
buildings. 


Subject. 


Letter,  dated  the  2Gth  August  LS2!),  from 
the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Revenue,  Biirdwan 
Division,  submitting  a  detailed  list  of 
pensioners  and  oilicers  of  tlie  estab- 
lishment at  Hooghly. 

Letter,  No.  702,  dated  the  22nd  Septem- 
ber 1829,  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Eevenue,  Burdwun  Divisioji,  to  the 
Sudder  Boajd  of  Revenue,  forwarding 
copies  of  a  letter,  tlated  the  26th 
August  1829,  from  tlie  Local  Agents, 
ami  of  two  petitions*  from  the  Mut- 
wallee,  Akbar  Alee  Khan;  soliciting 
instructions  in  regard  to  the  future 
disposal  of  the  |th  share  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  Syedpur  estate,  which 
was  formerly  allowed  to  be  enjoyed 
by  the  Second  Mutwallee  at  Jessore, 
whose  post  was  abolislied  since  the 
sale  of  the  lands  in  putnee  talooks, 
and  wliich  was  ordered  by  the  Board, 
in  their  resolution  dated  the  23rd 
March  1829,  to  be  appropriated  in 
li(]uidation  of  loans  or  outstanding 
balances  ;  and  suggesting  the  redaction 
of  the  allowance  of  Hie  present  Mut- 
wallee, Akbar  Alee,  who  in  addition 
to  his  own  share  claims  this  ^th. 

Letter,  No.  4.513,  dated  the  3rd  Novem- 
ber 1829  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division,  in  reply  to  the 
above  letter  informing  that  the  allow- 
ance of  the  present  Mutwallee,  Syed 
Akbar  Alee  Khan,  was  fixed  at  .'|th  share 
of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  estate  under 
the  Board's  resolution  dated  the  23rd 
March  1829,  and  that  the  resumed  ^th 
share  of  the  annual  net  proceeds  of 
the  estate,  on  account  of  the  abolition 
of  the  post  of  the  second  Mutwallee  at 
Jessore  should  be  appropriated  in 
liquidation  of  loans  or  outstanding 
balances. 

Letter,  No.  686,  dated  the  18th  May 
1830,  from  the  Governor-General  in 
Council  to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue, in  rei)ly  to  Board's  letter*  dated 
the  27th  April  1830,  refusing  to  sanc- 
tion an  advance  from  the  Imambarah 
funds  for  the  repairs  of  the  Imambarah 
on  account  of  the  reason  that  if  the 
decision  of  the  appeal  pending  in  His 
Majesty's  Council  regarding  the  sale  of 
the  whole  estate  at  an  aggi'cgate  sum 
of  Rs.  5,84,973  by  the  Collector  in 
putnee  talooks  be  proved  unfavourable 
to  the  purchasers,   the   whole   amount 

\of  purchase  money  will  have  to  be 
repaid  to  them. 
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Remarks. 


Not  traceable. 


This  ifh  share  of 
the  net  proceeds 
of  the  estate 
subs  equently 
formed  a  part  of 
the  general  fund 
intended  for 

works  of  benefi- 
cent nature,  i.e., 
for  education. 


Not  traceable.' 
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Short  title. 


Dismissal  of  the 
suit  pending  iJi 
His  Majesty's 
Council  regard- 
ing the  sale  of 
the  estate  of 
Syedjiur,  by  the 
Collector  of 
Jessore,  in 

putni  talooks. 


Subject. 
2 


Page. 


Remarks. 


Letter,  No.  128,  dated  the  8th  June  183U, 
from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Governor-General  in  Council,  in 
reiil}^  to  the  above  lettei-,  informing 
that  the  suit  regarding  tlie  sale  of  the 
whole  estate  of  Syed])ur,  l)y  the  Collec- 
tor, in  putnee  talooks  has  been  dis- 
missed by  His  Majesty's  Council,  and 
asking  for  luoney  for  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  Imambarah  from  the  funds 
belonging  to  it. 

Letter,  No.  901,  dated  the  6th  July  1880, 
from  the  Governor-General  in  Council 
to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  ask- 
ing to  be  furnished  with  a  statement 
of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of 
the  funds,  and  also  a  statement  of  the 
amount  which  now  stands  to  the 
credit  of  the  endowment,  to  be  calcu- 
lated from  the  month  of  August  1821, 
when,  it  is  understood,  the  talooks 
were  sold  by  public  atiction  at  the 
Collector's  office. 

Letter.  No.  Ill,  dated  the  20th  July 
1830,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Commissioner,  Alipore, 
asking  for  a  statement  of  receipts  and 
disbtirsements  of  the  estate  as  desired 
by  Government. 

Letter,  No.  28,  dated  the  20th  July  1830, 
from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan 
Division,  asking  for  an  estimate  of 
repairing  the  Hooghlj"  Imambarah. 

Letter,  No.  132,  dated  the  20th  July 
1830,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly, 
asking  for  a  memorandum  of  the  funds 
in  tlieir  hands  belonging  to  the 
endowment  at  Hooghly. 

Letter,  dated  the  26th  March,  1831, 
from  the  Local  Agents  at  HooghU^  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan 
Division,  submitting  copy  of  a 
wazeebul-urz  of  the  Mutwallee, 
together  with  an  estimate  of  repairs 
of  buildings  appertaining  to  the 
Imambarah. 

Letter,  No.  2260,  dated  the  6th  May  1831, 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division  to  the  Sudder 
Board  of  Revenue,  forwarding  two 
estimates  of  repairs  of  the  Imambarah 
buildings,  and  a  copy  of  the  wazeebtil- 
urz  of  the  Mutwallee. 
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Short  title. 


Appeal  preferred 
by  Wasiq  Alee 
Khan,  dismis- 
sed Mutwallee 
of  the  Iniani- 
bai-ah,  in  the 
Sudder  De- 

wanj'   Adawlut 
against  the 

Government. 


Appeal  preferred 
by  Akbar  Alee 
Khan  to  the 
Sudder  De- 

wany  Adawlut 
against  the 

decision  of  the 
P  r  o  V  i  n  c  i  a  1 
Court  in  favour 
oETorab  Aleein 
the  case,  Torab 
Alee  versus 
the  Collector  of 
Jessore. 


Minutes     of     the 
Senior  and 

Second  Mem- 
bers of  the  Sud- 
der Board  of 
Revenue  con- 
taining their 
views  in  regard 
to  the  reinstate- 
ment of  Wasiq 
Alee  '  to  the 
office  of  Mut- 
wallee. 


Subject. 
2 


Page. 


Remarks- . 


Letter,  No.  50(!.  dated  tiie  2Htii  May  1832, 
from  the  Collector  of  Hooglily  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Eurdwan 
Division,  forwarding  decision  of  the 
Provincial  Appellate  Court  in  the  case, 
Wasiq  Alee  versus  the  Government. 

Letter,  dated  tlie  27th  August  l,So2, 
from  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Burd'wan 
Division,  submittiuL'  a  draft  of  the 
reply  to  the  appeal  filed  in  the  Pro- 
vincial Court  by  Wasiq  Alee  Khan. 


Letter,  No.  970,  dated  the  lOth  November 
1832.  from  the  Commissioner,  Buidwan 
Division,  to  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue,  informing  that  an  appeal* 
has  been  preferred  in  the  Sudder 
Dewany  Adawlut  by  Wasiq  Alee  Khan 
for  the  recover^"  of  his  situation  of 
Mutwalleesliip,  and  tiiat  the  suit  was 
originally  instituted  in  the  Dewany 
Adawlut  of  Zilla  Hooghh',  and  dis- 
missed by  the  Judge,  whose  decision 
was  upheld  by  the  Calcutta  Court  of 
Appeal. 


Letter,  No.  1112,  dated  tlie  lUth  Decem- 
ber 1832,  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Burdwan  Division  to  the  Sudder 
Board  of  Revenue,  informing  that  the 
Mutwallee,  Akbar  Alee  Khan,  has 
preferred  an  appeal  to  the  Sudder 
Dewany  Adawlut,  against  the  decision 
of  the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  in 
favour  of  Turab  Alee  in  the  case, 
Torab  Alee  versus  the  Collector  of 
Jessore,  and  that  Torab  Alee  has  again 
appealed  the  case  for  the  recovery  of 
Perganiyih  Sobnal,  which  was  dismiss- 
ed by  the  Calcutta  Court  of  Appeal,  to 
the  Sudder  Dewanj'  Adawlut. 


Letter,  No.  29,  dated  the  12th  February 
1833,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Government  submit- 
ting minutes  recorded  by  the  Hon'ble 
Members  of  the  Board  containing  their 
views  in  regard  to  tlie  case,  VVa.siq 
Alee  Khan,  dismissed  Mutwallee  of 
the  Imambarah,  versus  the  (iovern- 
ment,  pending  in  the  Sudtler  Dewanj' 
Adawlut. 
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Vide  judgment 
of  the  Sudder 
Dewany  Adaw- 
lut, dated  the 
22nd  Septem- 
ber 1836.  at 
page  223. 


121 


123 


18 


Short  title. 


Siibjecl. 


Putfc. 


Remarks. 


Views  ol  the 
Governor- 
Geueral  in 

Council  that  the 
appeal  prefer- 
red by  Wasiq 
Alee  Khan 

against  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the 
Snclder  Dewany 
Adawlut  should 
be  defended 
and  shoukl  not 
be  withdrawn 
by  reinstating 
Wasiq  Alee  to 
the  Mutwallee- 
ship. 


Employment  of 
Mr.  Sutherland, 
by  the  Govern- 
ment, for  con- 
ducting the 
case,  Wasiq 
Alee  Khan 

versus  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the 
Sudder  Dewany 
Adawlut. 


Letter,  No.  813,  dated  the  latli  March 
1S33,  from  the  Government  of  India  to 
the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply 
to  the  above  letter,  sending  tbe  views 
of  the  Governor-General  in  Council 
that  the  appeal,  in  the  Sudder  Dewany 
Adawlut,  of  the  case,  Wasiq  Alee 
versus  the  Government  should  be  de- 
fended and  should  not  be  withdrawn 
])y  reinstating  Wasiq  Alee  to  the 
MutwalJeeship  of  the  Imambarah. 


Letter,  No.  24,  dated  the  28th  .Ja unary 
1834,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Government  of  India, 
suggestiug  the  emj)loyment  of  Mr. 
Sutherland  for  conducting,  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  the  case, 
Wasiq  Alee  Khan  versus  the  Govern- 
ment pending  in  the  Sudder  Dewanj' 
Adawlut. 


Letter,  No.  293,  dated  the  3rd  March 
1834,  from  the  Government  of  India 
to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue, 
sanctioning  the  employment  of  Mr. 
Sutherland  as  an  additional  pleader 
on  behalf  of  the  Government. 


Letter  No.  68,  dated  the  2nd  May  1834, 
from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to 
Mr.  Sutherland,  informing  that  he  has 
been  employed  as  an  additional  Gov- 
ernment pleatler  for  the  defence  of  the 
case,  Wasiq  Alee  versus  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  Sudder  Dewany  Adawlut. 


Letter,  dated  the  loth  July  1834,  from 
the  Officiating  Judge  of  the  24-Per- 
gannahs  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Alipore  Division,  forwarding  an  extract 
from  the  i)roceedings  of  his  Court 
in  the  case,  Syed  Alee  Akbar  Khan, 
Mutwallee  of  the  Imambarah,  versus 
Wasiq  Alee  Khan;  and  requesting 
to  issue  necessary  orders  for  the 
sale  of  the  lands  belonging  to  Akbar 
Alee  Khan  in  execution  of  a  decree 
passed  in  favour  of  Wasiq  Alee 
awarding  him  Rs.  14,840-7. 
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Short  title. 


Misapplication  of 
the  lapsed  one- 
ninth  share 
assignable  to 
the  Second  Mnt- 
walli  by  Akbar 
Alee  Khan  for 
the  purposes  of 
ijths  and  ;^ths 
si)  ares. 


Unauthorised  ex- 
p  e  n  d  i  t  u  r  e 
incurred  by 
Akbar  Alee 
Khan  in  con- 
travention of 
the  Board's 

order     of      the 
31st  March 

1829. 


Subject.  I      Page. 


Letter,  No.  1 INO,  (hited  the  2!)tli  .July 
1831,  from  the.  Commissi  oner  of  tiie 
Alii)()re  J)ivisio]i  to  tlie  .Tiuige  of  the 
24-Fergannahs,  forwarding  a  copy  of 
a  Persian  proceeding  held  by  him 
rehitive  to  the  decree  i)assed  by  the 
Judge  in  favour  of  Wasiq  Alee  in 
the  case,  Akbar  Alee  versus  Wasiq 
Alee. 

Letter  No.  1686,  dated  the  18th  August 
1834,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Alipore  Division  to  the  Collector  of 
the  24:-Pergannahs,  requesting  to  send 
a  statement  of  lands  belonging  to 
Akbar  Alee,  which  the  Collector  will 
recommend  for  sale  for  the  recovery 
of  the  amount  payable  by  Akbar  Alee 
to  Wasik  Alee  under  the  orders  of  the 
Zilla  Court  of  the  24-Pergannahs. 

Letter  No.  1687,  dated  the  18th  August 
1831,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Alipore  Division  to  the  Judges  of 
Hooghly  and  the  2l-Pergannahs,  for- 
warding a  copy  of  a  Persiiui  proceed- 
ing held  b}'  him  relative  to  tlie  case, 
Akbar  Alee  Khan  versus  Wasi({  Alee 
Khan. 


Letter,   dated    the  1st  September  1831,  13.5 

from  the  Local  Agent  at  Hooghly  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan 
Division,  informing  that  tlie  amount 
in  deposit  on  account  of  tlie  .Uh 
share  assignable  to  the  Second 
Miitwallee,  whose  post  w;is  abolished, 
has  nearly  been  exiiended  by  Akbar 
Alee  towards  the  purposes  of  the 
endowment  in  the  i^ths  and  ;^ths 
shares. 


Letter,  No.  2031,  dated  the  30th  Septem-  137 

ber  1831,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Alipore  Division  to  the  Sudder  Board 
of  KeveuLie,  forwarding  the  correspond- 
ence* relating  to  the  proposed  sale  of 
the  prox^erty  at  Kidderpore  appertain- 
ing to  tlie  Imambarah  at  Hooghly 
uniler  a  ilecree  passed  by  the  Calcutta 
Court  of  Api^eal,  and  informing  that 
the  present  Mutwallee,  Akbar  xA.lee 
Khan,  has  incurred  an  unauthorized 
expenditure  m  contravention  of  the 
Board's  order  dated  the  31st  March 
1829. 


Remarks. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 


Not  traceable. 
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Short  title. 


Subject. 


Piige. 


Remarks. 


Ex  p  ]  a  n  a  t  i  o  n 
asked  for  from 
Akbar  Alee 
Khan  of  his 
tnisappropr  i  a- 
tion  of  a  por- 
tion of  the 
funds  of  the 
institution. 


A  full  report  on 
the  case,  Wasiq 
Alee  Khan,  aj)- 
pellant,  versus 
the  Govern- 
ment, respon- 
dent, and  two 
other  cases  as 
prepared  by 
Mr.  Sutherland. 


Letter,  No.  639,  dated  the  23rd  Decem- 
ber 1834,  from  the  Sudder  Eoyrd  of 
Revenue  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Alipore  Division,  asking  lor  an 
explanation  to  show  cause  why  the 
decree  passed  by  the  Provincial  Court 
of  Appeal  in  the  case,  Syed  Akbar  Alee 
Khan,  api^ellant,  versus  Wasiq  Alee 
Khan,  respondent,  was  not  com- 
municated to  them  earlier,  and  for 
afi  explanation  from  Akbar  Alee 
Khan  of  his  misapi^ropriation  of  a 
portion  of  the  funds  of  the  institution. 

Letter,  dated  the  1st  January  1835, 
from  Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Sutherland,  pleader, 
emjjloyed  by  Government  in  connec- 
tion with  the  case,  Wasiq  Alee  Khan 
Derails  tlie  Government,  to  the  Sudder 
Board  of  Revenue,  submitting  a  full 
report  on  the  three  cases  noted  below 
after  they  have  been  finally  decided  by 
the  Sudder  Dewany  Adawlut : — 

(1)  Wasiq  Allee  Khan     ...  Appellant, 


Government 


..  Respondent. 


(2)  Turab  Alee  Khan       ...  Appellant, 

versus 

Curator  of  the  Endow- 
ment at  Hooghly  and 
the        Collector       of 


Jessore 

(3)  Collector  of  Jessore 
and  the  Curator  of 
the  same 

versus 

Turab  Alee  Khan 


Respondents. 


Appellant, 


Respondent. 


Letter,  No.  89,  dated  the  7  th  January 
1835,  from  the  Government  of  India 
to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue, 
forwarding  an  extract  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Governor-General  of  India  in  Council, 
dated  the  5th  January  1835,  on  the 
subject  of  the  erection  of  an  Arabic 
and  Persian  Madrassa  and  an  English 
School  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
same  from  the  Imambarah  surplus 
funds  deposited  in  the  Treasury,  and 
requesting  to  sui)iily  to  tlie  Govern- 
ment a  statement  of  the  present  condi- 
tion of  tlie  establishment  and  of  the 
available  funds  of  the  Hooghly  endow- 
ment. 


139 


141 


It  is  stated  in 
this  report  that 
Salahuddin  is 
the  luishand  of 
Hajee  Muham- 
mad Mohsin's 
half-sister,  Man- 
noojan  Khanum, 
and"  that  Rajab 
Alee  is  the 
father-in-law  of 
Shakir  Alee  and 
Torab  Alee,  the 
younger  son  of 
Shakir  Alee. 


Not  printed. 
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81u)it  title. 


.Subject. 


i'iiiie. 


Remarks. 


Siigge.stioiis  for 
the  aiueiulment 
of  Ue-JTulatiou 
19  of  1810  re- 
ganliiifi:  the  ad- 
ministration of 
Trust  Proper- 
ties. 


Letter,  No.  5,  dated  the  i;ith  Jamiary 
1835,  from  tlie  SiuKier  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  with 
reference  to  the  Government  letter 
No.  313,  dated  tlie  loth  March  1833, 
submitting  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  the 
1st  January  1835,  from  Mr.  Sutherland, 
pleader,  employed  on  the  part  of  tlie 
Government,  with  his  report  on  the 
case,  WasLq  Alee  rersus  the  Govern- 
ment, and  suggesting  an  amendment 
of  Regulation  19  of  1810,  so  far  as  it 
concerns  the  administration  of  the 
Trust  properties. 


Letter,  No.  9.  dated  the  ll:th  January 
1835.  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
18th  Division,  Alijiore,  to  the  Sudder 
Board  of  Revenue,  in  replv  to  the 
Board's  letter  No.  639,  dated  'the  23rd 
December  1831,  submitting  a  copy  of 
the  decree*  passed  by  the  Provincial 
Court  of  Appeal  in  the  case,  Akbar 
Alee  Khan,  appellant,  vrrsiis  Wasiq 
Alee  Khan,  respondent,  and  inform- 
ing that  the  Collector  of  Jessore  lias 
been  called  on  to  furnish  any  explan- 
ation the  Mntwallee  may  offer  for 
misappropriating  a  portion  of  the 
funds  of  the  institution. 


Letter,  No.  50,  dated  the  2nd  February 
1835,  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Revenue,  Alipore,  to  the  Sndder 
Board  of  Revenue,  in  continuation  of 
the  above  letter  and  with  reference  to 
the  Board's  letter.  No.  639.  dated  the 
23rd  December  1831.  submitting  two 
letters  from  the  Collector  of  Hooghly 
relative  to  the  decree  awardetl  against 
the  property  at  Kidderpore  by  the 
Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  in  the 
case,  Akbar  Alee  Khan,  appellant. 
versus  Wasiq  Alee  Khan,  respondent, 
and  a  report  relative  to  the  misappro- 
priation of  a  portion  of  the  funds  of 
the  institution  at  Hooghly,  and  the 
explanation  of  the  Mutwallee. 


Letter,  No.  1669,  dated  the  3rd  March 
1835,  from  the  Government  Agent  at 
Fort  William  to  the  Sudiler  Board  of 
Revenue,  furnishing  an  account  cur- 
rent of  tlie  Syedpur  Trust  Estate, 
brought  down  from  the  1st 
August  1831  to  the  28th  February 
1835. 


149 


151 


153 


Not  traceable. 


Not  printed. 
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Short  title. 


Slll)JL'Cl. 


Page. 


Kemarks. 


Mutwallee's  ex- 
i^laoation  for 
tJie  misapplica- 
tion of  the  cash 
in  deposit  of 
the  lapsed  |th 
.share. 


Conduct  of  Mut- 
wallee  Alee 
Akbar  Khan  for 
misappro  p  i  a  t- 
ing  the  cash  in 
deposit  of  the 
lap.sed  ^th 

share. 


Letter,  No.  70.  dated  the  tUli  March  1835, 
from  the  Siuldcr  Board  of  Kevenue  to 
the  Goverjiment  of  India,  in  reply  to 
India's  letter  No.  8*J,  dated  the  7th 
January  1885,  submitting  copy  of  the 
above  letter,  with  iis  enclosures,  from 
the  Government  Agent  at  Fort 
William,  furnishing  an  account 
current  of  the  Syedpur  Trust  estate 
from  the  1st  Augiist  1831  to  the  28th 
February  1835. 

Letter,  No.  113.  dated  the  20th  April 
1835,  from  the  Sutlder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Local  Agent  at  Hooghly, 
asking  for  an  explanation  on  certain 
points  on  the  subject  of  the  ajipro- 
priation,  by  Akbar  Alee  Khan,  of  the 
cash  in  deposit  of  the  lapsed  ^th  share 
to  the  contingencies  of  the  f  ths  and 
^ths  shares. 


Letter,  dated  the  30th  April  1835,  from 
the  Local  Agent  at  Hooghl}'  to  the 
Sudder  Board  of  Reveniie.  in  reply 
to  the  above  letter,  stating  that  he 
passed  no  orders  on  Akbar  Alee's  urzee* 
sanctioning  the  cash  in  deposit  on 
account  of  the  ^th  share  to  be  .spent 
in  |ths  and  fths  shares,  and  sub- 
mitting an  explanation  of  the  Mut- 
wallee. 

Letter.  No.  129.  dated  the  7th  May  1835, 
from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue 
to  the  Local  Agent  at  Hooghly, 
requesting  to  submit  further  exi^laua- 
tion  on  certain  other  j^oints  from  the 
Mutwallee.  Akbar  Alee  Khan,  relating 
to  tlie  misappropriation  of  the  cash 
in  deposit  of  the  .said  ^th  share. 

Letter,  dated  the  16th  May  1835,  from 
the  Local  Agent  at  Hooghly  to  the 
Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply  to 
the  above  letter,  submitting  further 
explanation  from  the  Mutwallee  on 
the  subject  of  the  misappropriation  of 
the  deposit  on  account  of  the  said  ^th 
share. 


A  note  prepared  by  the  Hon'ble  Mr. 
Smith,  the  2nd  Member  of  the 
Board  of  Revenue,  dated  the  8th  June 
1835,  on  the  conduct  of  Alee  Akbar 
Khan,  Mutwallee  of  the  Hooghly 
endowment,  for  misappropriating  the 
depo.sii  of  the  lapsed  iLth  share  of 
the  net  j)roceeds  of  the  estate. 


Not  printed. 


159 


161 


165 


•Not  traceable. 


166 


167 
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l^iK'e. 


Kemarks. 


Letter,  No.  Ki,"),  dated  the  :.'Otli  .lime 
1835,  from  the  Hiuhk^r  Board  of  Keve- 
nue  to  tlie  Collector  of  Hoogldy, 
asking  fov  a  jninnia  Ichurch  aecount 
of  the  Trust  e.state  of  Pergaiiiiah  Syed- 
ptiruudof  the  endowment  at  Hooghly 
for  the  years  from  1237  to  1239  B.  S. 


Not  printed. 


Letter,  dated  tlie  23rd  Jnne  1835,  from 
the  Local  Agent  at  Hooghly  to  the 
Sadder  Boartl  of  Eeveiine,  submitting 
the  accounts  called  for  in  the  above 
letter. 


Not  printed. 


Letter,  No.  92,  dated  the  7th  .Tuly  1835, 
fi'om  the  Commissioner,  Sunderbans 
at  Barasat,  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Eevenue,  Jessore  Division  at  Aliijore, 
submitting  the  result  of  his  inquiries 
into  the  condition  of  the  settlement, 
concluded  by  the  late  Collector  of 
Jessore,  Mr.  Maxwell,  of  that  portion  of 
the  Trust  Estate  called  Khali  ispur  and 
Maheswarpassa,  which  together  with 
another  malial  formed  one  of  the 
talooks  into  which  the  Trust  estate 
of  Syedpur  was  divided. 


Not  printed. 


Letter,  dated  the  7th  July  1S35,  from 
the  Local  Agent  at  Hooghly  to  the 
Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  forwarding 
the  original  account  book  of  the 
Hooghly  Inuimbarah  for  the  Bengali 
year  from  1237  to  1239  for  the  Boaitl's 
perusal. 


Not  printed. 


Letter,  No.  425,  dated  tlie  12th  December 
1835,  from  the  Commissioner  of  18th 
Division  at  Alipore  to  the  Sudder 
Board  of  Revenue,  in  continua- 
tion of  his  letter  No.  395,  dated  the 
20th  October  1835,  sul)mitting  his 
acklitional  oljservations  on  the  subject 
of  the  settlement,  by  Mr.  Maxwell,  the 
Collector  of  Jessore,  of  the  Pergannah 
Kiialispur-Moheswarpassa,  after  it 
was  resumed  from  the  putneedar, 
Munshi  Muhammad  Anieei-,  and 
reporting  that  a  case.  (Syed  Ali  Akbar 
Khan  rersus  Hara  Cluuider  Mitter)  iia- 
volving  the  (|uestion  of  the  enhanced 
rent  demandable  under  the  settlement 
is  pending  in  appeal  before  the  Judge 
of  Jessore.  [Tlie  ryots  considered 
the  rent  lixed  by  Mr.  Maxwell  to  be 
too  high,  and  so  they  objected  to 
])ayment  at  the  enhanced  rate  after 
the  Pergannah  came  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  Governmejit.] 


Not  printed. 
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iSuhjoct. 


Page. 


Remarks. 


The  celebrated 
resolution  of 
the  Govern- 
ment of  India 
of  1835.  by 
which  funds 
were  provided 
for  educa- 

tion and  the 
I  m  a  m  b  a  r  a  h 
hospital  out  of 
the  income  of 
the  Trust  Es- 
tate. 


Average  annual 
net  iirofits  of 
the  endowed 
estate. 


Letter,  No.  11,  dated  tlic  'J\)d  .Taimaiy 
1836.  from  the  Govei'nuu'iit  of  Bengal 
to  the  Sudder  Eoatd  of  Ju'eveiuie.  for- 
warding a  copv  of  an  extract.  No.  108, 
dated  the  28th  October  1835,  from 
the  Government  of  India,  who  decided 
that  the  lapsed  ?|th  share  of  the  net 
income  of  the  estate,  lapsed  pensions 
which  were  granted  to  those  whose 
names  were  inserted  in  a  list  signed 
and  sealed  by  the  Hajee,  and  the 
interest  of  the  fund  accumulated 
partly  in  consequence  of  litigation 
between  the  Mutwallee  and  the  Gov- 
ernment and  partly  from  the  fines 
realized  from  the  mode  of  management, 
vested  in  Government  promissory 
notes,  were  to  be  apjilied  to  the  imr- 
poses  of  education,  and  that  the 
expenses  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
hospital  would  remain  a  charge  on  the 
^ths  share. 

Letter,  No.  6,  dated  the  11th  January 
183(i,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Oiiiciating  Commis- 
sioner of  Murshidabad  at  Hooghly, 
transmitting  copy  of  India's  reso- 
tion  No.   108,  dated   the   28th   October 

1835,  noted  above,  for  his  guidance 
and  for  communication  to  the  Local 
Agents  at  Hooghly,  and  informing 
that  the  Revenue  Accountant  has 
been  instructed  to  prepare,  for  sub- 
mission to  the  Board,  a  statement 
of  funds  which  will  be  available  for 
the  purpose  of  formation  of  a  Col- 
legiate Institution  at  Hooghly. 

Letter,   No.  2,   dated   the  11th  January 

1836,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Accountant,  Revenue 
Department,  transmitting  for  his 
information,  copy  of  India's  resolution 
of  28th  October  1835,  regarding  the 
disposal  of  the  accumulated  funds 
towards  education,  and  asking  for 
a  statement  of  precise  amount  of 
funds  which  will  be  disposable  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  Collegiate 
institution. 

Letter,  No.  3026,  dated  the  5th  Feb- 
ruary 1836,  from  the  Accountant, 
Revenue  DexDartment,  to  the  Sudder 
Board  of  Revenue,  informing  that  a 
statement  exhibiting  the  annual  net 
profits  of  the  Trust  estate  calculated 
on  an  average  of  three  years  has  been 
forwarded  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Revenue,  Burdwan  Division. 


173 


177 


178 


179 


In     the    will     of 
the  Hajee 

there  is  no  pro- 
vision for  the 
expenses  on 

account  of  edu- 
cation and  the 
maintenance  of 
the  hospital  at 
Hooghly.  The 
deecl  of  endow- 
ment la^'s  down 
that  f|ths  of 
the  net  in- 
come shottld  be 
set  apart  for 
the  mainten- 
ance of  the 
Mut  w  a  1  I  e  e  s,. 
fths  for  the  ob- 
servance of  the 
religious  festi- 
vities, the  re- 
pairs of  the 
Imambarah  and 
the  cemeterj', 
and  f,ths  in 
payment  of 

the  servants  of 
the  establish- 
ment and  the 
pensions  of 

those  whose 
names  have 

been  mentioned 
in  a  separate 
list. 
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ernment secu- 
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Letter,  No.  Kii),  dated  the  !>tli  Fel)ruary  185 

1886,  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Kevenue,  lltli  Division  at  Ciiinsnrah, 
to  tlie  Snddor  Boartl  of  Kevenue.  for- 
warding his  ol)servati()n  that  a  care- 
ful and  minute  inspection  of  the 
account  of  tlie  Mutwallee  by  European 
Local  Agents  is  necessary  with  a 
view  to  secure  better  management  of 
the  endowment,  strictly  in  accordance 
with  the  India's  resolution  of  1835, 
and  also  transmitting  a  statement  of 
the  net  profits  of  the  endowed 
estate  calculated  on  an  avei-age  of 
three  j'ears. 

Letter,  No.  1759,   dated   the   17th   Feb-  187 

rtiary  1836,  fi-om  the  Government 
Agent  at  Fori  William  to  the  Account- 
ant to  the  Revenue  Department,  stating 
that  Rs.  8,98.100  were  invested  in 
Government  promissory  no  res 

Letter,  No.  98,  dated  the  21st  March 
1836,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
recommending  the  proijosal  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Murshidabad  for  the 
appointment  of  Dr.  Wise,  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Local  Committee,  Hooghly 
Imambarah,  as  a  Local  Agent,  Hooghly. 

Letter,  No.   98,   dated    the   21st    March  189 

1836,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
submitting,  for  orders  of  Government, 
certain  (locuments  relating  to  the 
misappropriation,  bv  Sved  Akl)ar  Alee 
Khan,  of  Rs.  23,218,  the  assets  of  the 
lapsed  Jth  share.  and  recom- 
mending the  removal  of  Akl)ai'  Alee 
Khan,  who  is  believed  to  have 
appropriated  the  money  to  his  own 
benefit,  anil  the  framing  of  certain  j 
rules  for  the  guidance  of  the 
Mutwallee  in  future. 

Letter,  No.   95,   dated    the    21st    March  196 

1833,  from  the  Sadder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  in 
reply  to  Government  letter  No.  11, 
dated  tlie  2ud  .January  1836,  submit- 
ting an  account  current  received  from 
the  Government  Agent  showing  a  sum 
of  Rs.  8,98.400  invested  in  Government 
securities,  which  yield  a  yearly  in- 
terest amounting  to  Rs.  44.394  inclu- 
sive of  a  cash  balance  of  Rs.  5.243-10-10, 
and  also  an  abstract  statement  pre- 
pared by  the  L)cal  Agents  on  an 
average  of  three  years'  income  of  the 
Trust  Estate. 


Not  printed. 
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Nefj:li^'eiice  on 
the  piiit  of  tlio 
Hoof^hly  Local 
Afifents  to  keep 
uj)  a  due  and 
systematic  con- 
trol over  the 
affairs  of 
institution 
Hoo^hly. 


the 
at 


Letter,  No.  ol,  dated  tlie  21st  March 
\S'M\  from  tlie  Su<hler  Board  of  Keve- 
niie  to  the  Olliciatinf,'  Commissioner 
of  Murslii(hil)atl,  forwardinf;  tiie  Boards 
ol)servation  that,  owing  to  the  neglect 
and  inattention  of  the  Local  Agents 
at  Hooghly  to  keep  np  a  dne  and 
systematic  control  over  the  affairs  of 
tlie  institution,  tlie  accumulation  of 
tiie  lapsed  ,',tlis  share  was  misappro- 
priatecl  by  the  Mutwallee.  Akl)ar 
Alee  Khan,  in  contravention  of  the 
Board's  resolution,  dated  the  23rd 
March  1829.  and  directing  tiie  Local 
Agents  lo  strictly  attend  to  the  Board's 
instructions  given  in  tliis  letter. 


197 


Letter,  No.  43,  dated  the  29tl]  March 
1836.  from  tlie  Huddei'  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  tlie  Commissioner  of  Murshida- 
bad,  i-equesting  to  instruct  the  Local 
Agents  at  Hooghly  to  institute  an 
inquiry  into  the  Wasilut  of  Turuf 
Basandia  during  the  period  from  Wasiq 
Alee's  posse.ssion  of  a  portion  of  the 
same  to  the  date  when  he  was  dispos- 
sessed of  it  by  the  decision  of  the  Sud- 
der  Dewany  Adawiut.  and  to  forward 
the  result  of  the  inquiry  to  the  Board 
with  his  setitiments  thereon. 


Not  printed. 


Letter,  No,  512,  dated  the  .5tli  April 
1836.  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  in 
reply  to  the  Board's  letter  No.  93, 
dated  the  21st  Maich  1836,  communi- 
cating the  sanction  of  Government  to 
the  ai)i)ointment  of  Dr.  Wise,  Secretary 
to  the  Local  Committee  at  Hooghly, 
as  a  Local  Agent. 


Not  printed. 


Letter,  No.  .529,  dated  the  12th  April 
1836,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  for- 
warding an  extract  from  tiie  proceed- 
ings of  the  (iovernor-General  of  India 
in  Council,  dated  the  30th  March  1836, 
containing  instructions  to  the  Govern- 
ment Agents  to  hold  the  interest  o.f 
the  accumulated  fund  of  the  endow- 
ment at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee 
for  ajipropriation  in  the  manner 
ordered  by  Government  in  its  resolu- 
tion dated  tlie  28th  October  1835,  and 
requesting  to  furnish  the  Committee 
of  Public  Instruction  with  the  period- 
ical lepoits  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
zamindaree  in  Jessore. 
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Letter,  No.  OS),  dated  the  KJth  April  1836, 
from  the  SmUler  Board  of  Keveiuie  to 
the  Oliieiating  Coiuinissioiier  of  Miir- 
shidabad,  witli  referenee  to  his  letter 
No.  lHi>,  dated  the  tith  February  1836, 
to  the  Board,  transmitting  copy  of 
Government  oi-der  No.  512,  dated  the 
oth  April  1836.  sanctioning  the 
appointment  ot  Dr.  Wise  as  a  Local 
Agent  at  Hooghly ;  ami  approving 
of  the  Commissioner's  proposal  that 
the  investigation  intothe  ri'ceipts 
and  expenses  of  the  endowment 
in  the  manner  as  suggested  by  him 
in  his  letter  No.  lOU.  dated  the  27th 
January  1836  to  the  Local  Agents, 
should  be  immediately  commenced. 


Letter,  No.  U9,  dated  the  18th  April 
1836,  from  the  Sud<ler  Board  of  Ke ve- 
nue to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  with 
reference  to  letter  No.  169.  ilated  the  9th 
February  1836.  h-om  tlie  Commissioner 
of  Murshidabad,  reipiestiug  to  accord 
sanction  to  Dr.  Wise's  salary  being 
paid  from  tlie  Treasury  of  the  Collec- 
tor of  Hooghly,  and  Government  being 
reimbiTrsed  out  of  the  fund  of  the 
Trust  Estate. 


Letter,  No.  92.  dated  the  2oth  April  1836, 
from  the  Sadder  Board  of  Revenue  to 
tho  Local  Agent;5  at  Hooghly,  direct- 
ing to  furnish  the  General  Committee 
of  Public  Instruction  at  Hooghly  with 
peruxlical  reports  of  the  proceeds  of 
the /.aniin;iaree  of  Jessore appertaining 
to  the  Imambarah. 


Letter,  No.  6Ul,  dated  the  26th  April 
1836,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  re- 
questing to  be  furnished  with  a  copy 
of  the  JBoaril's  orders  dated  the  3rd 
November  1829  relative  to  Akbar 
Alee's  misappropriation  of  the  ac- 
cumulated 
share. 


fund     of    the    lapsed    ^th 


Letter,  No.  558,  dated  the  2nd  May  1836, 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Murshid- 
abad to  the  Suilder  Board  of  Revenue, 
submitting  copies  of  correspondence 
respecting  the  .sale  of  Kaulaganj, 
kharij-towleut  property  in  satisfac- 
tion of  an  amount  decreed  in  favour 
of  Wasiq  Alee  Khan. 


Not  printec 


Not  printed- 


Not  printed. 
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Letter,  No.  182.  dated  the  23rd  May  1836, 
from  the  Sadder  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Conimissiouer  of  Je.ssore,  request- 
ing to  move  the  Judge  of  Jessore  to 
decide  without  delay  the  appeal  pend- 
ing in  his  Court  involving  tljc  c|ues- 
tion  of  the  euhanced  rent  demandable 
under  the  settlement  referred  to  in 
the  third  paragraph  of  the  Commis- 
sioners  letter  No.  425,  dated  the  12th 
December  1835,  on  the  grounds  of 
the  serious  injury  sustained  by  the 
parties. 


Letter,  No.  76,  dated  the  30th  May  1836, 
from  the  Sndder  Board  of  Eevenue  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Murshidabad,  in 
reference  to  his  letter  No.  558,  dated 
the  2nd  May  1836,  requesting  to  peti- 
tion the  Government  Vakil  of  the  Court 
to  the  effect  thar  the  execution  of  the 
decree  against  Alee  Akbar  Khan  in  the 
case,  Wasiq  Alee  Khan  vrs.  Alee  Akbar 
Khan,  may  be  posti)oned  for  a  short 
period  to  give  the  Local  Agents 
opportunity  to  prefer  their  counter 
claims  against  Wasiq  Alee  Khan  for 
the  Wasilut  of  Turuf  Basandia  held  by 
him  during  a  long  period  under  a 
forged  niokarraree  istanuiraree 
pattali. 


Letter,  No.  729,  dated  the  4th  June  1836, 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  lith 
Division.  Murshidabad,  to  the  Sudder 
Board  of  Revenue,  forwarding  copy  of 
a  statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of 
Wasilut  collections  of  Turuf  Basandia 
as  a.sked  for  bv  the  Board  in  their 
letter  No.  43,  dated  the  29th  March 
1836. 


Letter,  No.  200.  dated  the  6th  June  1836, 
from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Government  of  Bengal,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  request  contained  in 
Government  order  No.  601,  dated  the 
26th  April  1836,  forwarding  the  original 
Persian  version*  of  the  Board's  orders, 
dated  the  3rd  November  1829,  defining 
the  Mutwallee's  jjower  in  regard  to 
the  disposal  of  the  net  in'oceeds  of  the 
estate,  and  again  recommending  the 
removal  of  Sj  ed  Akbar  Alee  Khan 
from  MutwalleesLiip. 


Page. 
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Not  printed. 


Not  ijriuted. 


Not  printed. 
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Dismissal  of  Syed 
Akbar  Alee 
Khan. 


Letter,  No.  814. dated  tlio  7tli  .Tune  1836, 
from  the  Cxovorumeut  of  lieii^al, 
Revenue  Department,  to  tlie  Sudder 
Board  of  Revenue,  witli  reference  to 
the  Board's  letter  No.  14i),  dated  tlie 
18th  April  183(5,  transmitting  copj'  of 
an  e.xtraet  from  the  ijroceedings  of  the 
Government  of  India  in  the  General 
Department,  dated  the  25tli  May  1836, 
on  the  subject  of  the  procedure  to  be 
followed  in  drawing  Dr.  Wise's  (Sec- 
retary to  the  Local  Committee  at 
Hooghly)  salary  and  all  other  allow- 
ances of  the  institution  about  to  be 
established  at  Hooghly  with  funds  of 
the  Syedpore  Trust  Estate. 


Letter,  No.  84,  dated  tlie  11th  .June  1836, 
from  the  Sudtler  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Mnrshidabad, 
forwarding  a  copy  of  the  above  letter 
and  enclosures. 


Letter,  No.  889.  dated  the  14th  June, 
1836,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Sadder  Boartl  of  Revenue, 
directing  the  immediate  dismissal  of 
Sj'ed  .\lee  Akbar  Khan  from  the 
Mutwalleeshij)  on  acconnt  of  his  mis- 
appropriation of  the  funds  of  the 
lapsed  vfth  share,  and  the  nomi- 
nation of  an  individual  as  his  succes- 
.sor,  and  also  requesting  to  call  upon 
Mr.  Belli,  the  Local  Agent  at  Hooghly, 
for  an  explanation  to  be  submitted  to 
Government  for  his  connivance  at  the 
misappro])riation  of  the  funds  in 
question.  [Paragraph  11  of  the  Board's 
rules  of  the  23rd  March  1829  provides 
for  sufficient  cheeks  against  this  sort 
of  malversation.] 


Letter,  No.  87. dated  the  18th  June  1836, 
from  the  Sadder  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Mnrshidabad, 
remarking  that  the  Board's  orilers  of 
the  30th  May  1836,  regarding  the 
postponement  of  the  execution  of  the 
decree  against  Alee  Akbar  Khan  by 
Wasiq  Alee  Khan,  have  not  been 
carried  into  ettect,  and  requesting  to 
to  take  early  action  to  this  end. 
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Appointment  of 
Zainuddin  Hus- 
sain  as  Mut- 
wallee. 


Letter,   No.   2U,   dated    the  20tii   June  ! 
1836,   from    the   Commissioner  of   the  j 
18th  Division  at  Alipore  to  the  Sadder  , 
Board    of    Kevenue.    in    re]>iy    to    the  | 
Board's  letter  No.  132.  dated  the  23rd  I 
May    1836.   on    the  subject  of   per<i:an- 
nahs  Kliallispore  and  Moheswarpassa, 
reportin.i?    that    the    case,  Syed    Alee 
Akbar    Khan     versus     Hur     Chander 
Mitter    referred    to   in    his    (Commis- 
sioner's) letter  No.  425.  dated  the  12th 
December   18.3o,   rej^arding  the   settle- 
ment  of   the   said  pergannahs  by  the 
Collector  of  Jessore,  has  been  decided 
by   the   rejection    of   the    appeal    pre- 
ferred by  the  Mutwallee    to  the  Judge 
of  Jessore. 

Letter,  No.  143.  dated  the  20th  June 
1836,  from  the  Sudder  Boai-d  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooglily, 
directing  to  remove  Syed  Akbar  Alee 
Khan  at  once,  and  to  conduct  the 
current  duties  of  the  Imambarah  by 
means  of  the  Umlahs  now  in  the  Mut- 
wallee's  office  until  a  successor  can  be 
appoiiited. 

Letter,  No. 26.  dated  the  22nd  June  1836. 
from  the  Local  Agents  at  HooghJy  to 
the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  report- 
ing that  Syed  Akbar  Alee  Khan  has 
been  dismissed  in  accordance  with  the 
Board's  orders,  am!  ]Meer  C4halib  Alee, 
son-in-law  of  Akbar  Alee  has  been 
appointed  for  the  present  as  Mut- 
wallee. and  that  they  have  removed 
all  the  money  belonging  to  the  ffth 
share  from  the  Imambarah  to  the 
Governinent  treasury-. 

Letter.  No.  147.  dated  the  2.5th  June 
1836,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Local  Agents  at 
Hooghly,  in  reply  to  the  above  letter, 
directing  to  place  a  trustworthy 
person  except  Meer  Ghalib  Alee,  the 
son-in-law  of  the  late  Mutwallee, 
Akbar  Alee  in  charge  of  the  Imam- 
barah, and  to  see  that  Giialib  Alee 
may  not  interfere  in  the  management 
of  the  affairs  of  the  institution. 

Letter,  No.  28.  dated  the  2SUh  June  1836, 
from  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooglily  to 
the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply 
to  the  above  letter,  informing  that 
they  have  selected  Syed  Zainuddin 
Hussain,  the  sou  of  Moulvi  Kurm 
Hus.sain  Khan,  for  the  present  charge 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambarah. 


Not  printed. 


208 


209 


210 


211 


31 


Short  title. 


Wubject. 


Putje. 


Remarks. 


Notes  of  the 
Hon'ble  Mem- 
bers of  the 
Board  of  Reve- 
nue in  regard 
to  the  selection 
of  a  suitable 
person  for  the 
office  of  Mut- 
wallee  in  place 
oif  Syed  Akbar 
Alee  Khan  re- 
moved. 


Letter,  No.  155,  dated  the  5th  July  1836, 
from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to 
Mr.  Belli,  Local  Agent  at  Hooghly. 
forwarding  copy  of  Government  order 
No.  889,  dated  tlie  lith  June  1836,  and 
calling  upon  him  to  submit  an  ex- 
planation for  his  connivance  at  the 
misappropriation  of  the  lapsed  ^th 
share  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  estate 
by  the  late  Mutwallee,  Akbar  Alee 
Khan. 

Letter,  No.  953,  dated  tlie  22nd  July 
1836,  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Revenue,  14th  Division  at  Hooghly,  to 
the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  forward- 
ing copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Local 
Agents,  and  its  enclosures,  on  the 
subject  of  the  resources  and  present 
condition  of  the  Syedpore  Estate. 

Petition  of  Mirza  Aman  Alee  Khan,  a 
resident  of  Lucknow,  son-in-law  of 
Sultan  Fatteh  Hyder,  son  of  the  late 
Tippoo  Sultan,  dated  the  11th  August 
1836,  lor  the  situation  of  Mutwallee 
of  the  Imambarah. 

Letter,  dated  the  20th  August  1836,  from 
the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Government  of  Bengal,  submitting,  for 
the  consideration  and  orders  of  the 
Government,  copies  of  notes  involving 
a  difference  of  opinion  among  the 
members  of  the  Board  regarding  the 
selection  of  a  suitable  person  for  the 
office  of  Mutwallee  in  place  of  Sj^ed 
Akbar  Alee  Khan  removed. 

Letter,  No.  121,  dated  the  3rd  September 
1836,  from  the  Sadder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Commissiouer  of  Murshid- 
abad,  in  reply  to  his  letter  No.  953, 
dated  the  22nd  July  1836,  directing  to 
look  into  the  internal  management  of 
the  estate  of  Sj'edpur. 


Letter,  No.  336,  dated  the  9th  September 
1836,  from  the  Sadder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
sabmitting  notes  of  both  the  Senior 
and  Second  Members  of  the  Board  in- 
volving a  dill'ei'ence  of  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  selection  of  a  suitable 
person  for  the  office  of  Matwallee  in 
place  of  Syed  Akbar  Alee  Khan 
removed. 
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Proposal  for  the 
appoiutment  of 
any  respect- 
able, experienc- 
ed and  honest 
Shia  to  the 
office  of  Mut- 
wallee  of  the 
I  m  a  m  b  a  r  a  h, 
and  retention 
of  the  services 
of  Syed  Zain- 
uddin  Hossain 
until  a  Mut- 
wallee  i  s 

pernaa  n  e  n  1 1  y 
appointed. 


Appointment  of 
Syed  Keramat 
Alee  as  Mut- 
wallee  of  the 
Imambarah. 


A  copy  of  judgment  of  the  Sudder  De- 
wany  Adawlnt,  dated  the  22ud  Sep- 
tember 1836,  in  the  case.  Wasiq  Alee 
Khan,  dismissed  Mutwallee  of  the 
Imambarah,  appellant,  versus  the 
Government,  respondent. 


Letter.  No.  1340,  dated  the  27th  Septem- 
ber 1836,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue, communicating  that  neither  Mirza 
Mohammed  Ishpahanee,  a  merchant  of 
great  respectibility  and  wealth,  nor 
Zaiunddin  Hossain  is  eligible  for  the 
office  of  Mutwallee ;  requestiug  to 
submit  the  name  of  any  respectable, 
experienced  and  honest  Shia  employ- 
ed in  the  Revenue  or  any  other 
department,  and  directing  that, 
pending  the  definite  appointment  of 
a  Mutwallee,  Moulvi  Zainuddin  Hos- 
sain should  remain  in  charge  of  the 
office. 


Minute  of  the  Hon'ble  the  3rd  Mem- 
ber of  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue, 
dated  the  6th  December  1836,  recom- 
mending Zainuddin  Hossain  to  be  the 
Mutwallee  of  the  Imambarah. 

Letter,  No.  512.  dated  the  26th  Decem- 
ber 1836,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
recommending  Syed  Keramat  Alee 
for  the  Mutwalleeship  of  the 
Imambarah. 


Letter,  No.  12,  dated  the  3rd  January 
1837,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  in 
rei^ly  to  the  above  letter,  sanctioning 
the  nomination  of  Syed  Keramat  Alee 
as  Mutwallee  of  the  Imambarah. 

Letter,  No,  17,  dated  the  9th  January 
1837,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  Syed  Keramat  Alee,  *  Sudder 
Ameen,  Ajmere,  directing  him  to  join 
the  situation  of  Mutwallee  of  the 
Imambarah,  and  to  re^Dort  his  arrival 
at  Hooghly  to  the  local  authorities 
without  delay. 

Letter,  No.  16,  dated  the  9th  January 
1837,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Superintendent,  Ajmere, 
forwarding  copy  of  the  above  letter 
for  his  information. 


223 


243 


245 


249 


251 


251 


252 


Some  enclosures 
are  not  trace- 
able. 


33 


Short  title. 


Subject. 


Remarks. 


Letter,  No.  18,  dated  the  9th  January 
1837,  from  the  Sadder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly, 
forwarding  copies  of  the  correspond- 
ence regarding  the  appointment  of 
Syed  Keraniat  Alee  as  Mutwallee  of 
the  Imambarah. 

Letter,  No,  192,  dated  the  4th  February 
1837.  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
14th  Division  at  Calcutta  to  the 
Sadder  Board  of  Revenue,  requesting 
to  sanction  an  advance  of  Rs.  oUO  to  the 
Acting  Mutwallee,  for  which  he 
applies,  the  amount  being  held  sub- 
ject to  fature  adjustment  from  the 
Mutwallee's  },t\i  share  of  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  the  Trust  Estate.    . 

Letter,  No.  25,  dated  the  13th  February 
1837,  from  the  Sadder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Commissioner  of  Murshid- 
abad,  in  reply  to  the  above  letter, 
sanctioiTing  the  advance  of  Rs.  500  to 
the  Acting  Mutwallee  who  is  fully 
entitled  to  the  f,th  share  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  Trust  Estate. 

Letter,  No.  38,  dated  the  21st  March 
1837,  from  the  Sudder  Boartl  of  Revenue 
to  the  Commissionei'  of  Murshidabad, 
rerjuesting  to  be  informed  whether 
or  not  a  suit  has  been  instituted 
in  tlie  Hooghly  Judge's  Court  against 
.Wasiq  Alee  Khan  for  the  recovery  of 
the  Wasilut  due  from  Turuf  Basandia, 
and  instructing  to  take  steps  in  this 
direction  and  to  report  the  Board 
accordingly. 

Letter, No.  101,  dated  the  IGtliMay  1837, 
from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Secretary  to  the  Committee  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  at  Hooglily.  requesting 
to  be  informed  if  tlie  accommoda- 
tion for  the  college  of  Haji  Muhammad 
Mohsin  and  its  subordinate  element- 
ary departments  is  to  be  provided  for, 
either  by  purchasing  Messrs.  Perron's 
and  Haklar's  houses  at  Chinsurah,  or 
by  appropriating  a  portion  of  the 
Imambarah  ground  at  Hooghly. 

Letter,  No.  396,  dated  the  1st  June  1837, 
from  the  Secretary  to  the  General 
Committee  of  Public  Instruction  to 
the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply 
to  the  above  letter,  informing  that,  on 
receipt  of  tbe  report  of  deputation 
sent  by  them  (the  General  Committee 
of  Public  Instruction),  they  will  decide 
upon  the  location  of  the  College  in 
question. 
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Letter,  No.  50(5,  dated  the  18tli  July 
1837,  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  lustruction  at  Fort 
William  to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue, forwarding  for  information  the 
correspondence  between  the  Principal 
of  the  College  of  Muhammad  Mohsin, 
and  the  Secretary  to  the  Committee  of 
Public  Instruction  on  the  subject  of 
the  plan  to  be  selected  for  the  perma- 
nent building  for  the  College  in  que.s- 
tlon,  and  informing  that  the  Committee 
approves  the  purchase  of  the  houses 
at  Chinsurah  of  Messrs.  Perron  and 
Prawn  Kishen  Haldar. 

Letter,  No,  373,  dated  the  25th  July 
1837,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
recommending  to  place  the  Imambarah 
building  under  the  Divisional  Exe- 
cutive Engineer,  with  instructions  to 
beautify  it,  and  to  make  i^rovisions 
for  the  hospital  and  the  musaflrkhana, 
either  by  constructing  new  buildings, 
or  by  aijpropriating  the  old  ones  at 
Hooghly  left  vacant  owing  to  the 
removal  of  the  College  to  two  large 
houses  at  Chinsurah. 

Letter,  No.  100,  dated  the  26th  July  1837, 
from  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  to 
the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  forward- 
ing the  second  quarterly  return  for 
the  year  1837  of  the .  Imambarah 
and  the  hospital  expenses,  and  also 
reporting  that  the  present  hospital 
building  is  incommodious  for  the 
patient-!. 

Letter,  No.  1215,  dated  the  29th  July 
1837,  from  the  Commissioner  of  Reve- 
nue, 11th  Division  at  Hooghly,  to  the 
Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  proposing 
to  institute  suits  for  the  recovery  of 
of  the  kharij-towleut  mahals.  viz., 
Malouncha  and  Kantaganj  said  to 
have  been  fraudulently  alienated  from 
the  endowment  by  one  Muhammad 
Hussain. 

Letter,  No.  1158,  dated  the  8th  August 
1837,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue, 
approving  the  Board's  measure  of 
placing  the  Trust  estate  under  the 
immediate  management  of  the  Collec- 
tor of  Jessore  for  realising  the  out- 
standing balances. 
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Letter,  No.  137,  dated  the  8th  August 
1837,  from  the  Sudder  Boaixl  of  Ueve- 
iiue  to  the  Commissioner  of  Murshid- 
abad,  in  replv  to  the  Local  Agent's 
letter  No.  100,  dated  the  26th  .July  1837, 
approving  the  Imambarali  quarterly 
returns,  and  remarking  that  the  hos- 
pital return  is  quite  satisfactory;  and 
informing  that  the  Executive  Engineer 
has  been  instructed  to  prejiare  the 
plan  and  estimate  for  beautifying  the 
Imambarah  and  affording  accommo- 
dation for  the  hospital  and  the  school 
in  consultation  with  the  Commissioner 
and  the  Local  Agents. 

Letter,  No.  158,  dated  the  12th  Septem- 
ber 1837,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Murshidabad.  in  reply  to  his  letter 
No.  1215.  dated  the  29th  July  1837, 
rejecting  the  Commissioner's  proposal 
for  the  institution  of  a  suit  for  the 
re.storation  of  the  talook  of  Malouncha 
owing  to  the  insufficient  grounds  to 
support  their  claim,  and  sanctioning 
that  for  the  recover}'  of  the  mahal  of 
Kantagunge,  in  the  Sudder  Dewany 
Adawlut. 

Letter,  No.  175,  dated  the  19th  Septem- 
ber 1837,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
recommending  Mr.  A.  T.  Smith  to  be 
Deputy  Collector  of  Jessore  under 
Regulation  IX  of  1833  for  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  Trust  Estate  of  Syed- 
pore  in  phice  of  the  present  Superin- 
tendent wlio  has  J) roved  himself  unfit 
for  the  post. 

Letter,  No.  1369,  dated  the  2(jth  Septem- 
ber 1837,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue, in  reply  to  the  above  letter,  appro- 
ving tlie  appointment  of  Mr.  A.  T. 
Smith  as  Deputy  Collector  of  Jessore. 

Letter,  No.  291,  dated  the  24th  October 
1837,  from  the  Sudder  Boaixl  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Commissiotier  of  Jessore, 
informing  that  Mr.  A.  T.  Smith  has 
been  appointed  as  Superintendent  of 
the  Trust  estate  in  place  of  the  old 
incumbent,  and  requesting  to  direct 
the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  render 
Mr  Smith  every  assistance  he  may 
require  for  the  realization  of  the  out- 
standing balances  and  the  current 
revenue  from  the  estate. 
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Mutwallee's  pow- 
er in  the  man- 
agement of  the 
Imambarah. 


An  account  of  the 
kharij-towle  u  t 
estates. 


Letter,  No.  583,  dated  tlie  tith  December 

1837,  from  the  Commissioner  of  tlie 
18th  Division,  at  Aliporo  to  tlie  Sadder 
Board  of  Revenue,  asking  for  tlie  sanc- 
tion of  Government  to  appoint  an ' 
Engineer  to  .solely  superintend  the 
construction  of  the  Imambarah  erec- 
tions at  Hooghly. 

Letter,  No.  60.  dated  27th  February  1838, 
from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Commissioner  of  .Tessore.  communicat- 
ing the  Boafd's  observation  in  regard 
to  the  kharij-towleut  estates,  viz., 
Malouncha  and  Kantaganj,  and  asking 
for  a  delailed  account  of  them. 

Letter,  No.   146,  dated  the  27th  March 

1838,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
forwarding  a  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Jessore  and  a  rejiort  from 
the  Local  Agent  at  Hooghly,  recom- 
mending tlie  removal  of  Syed  Keramat 
Alee,  the  present  Mutwallee,  who  was 
held  guilty  of  inspecting  the  accounts 
of  the  collections  of  the  Imambarah 
Estate  in  defiance  of  the  Local  Agent's 
order. 


Letter,  No.  712.  dated  the  17th  April 
1838,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  tlie  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  in 
reply  to  the  above  letter,  observing 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Mutwallee,  Syed 
Keramat  Alee, is  neither  blameablenor 
deserving  of  dismissal,  and  defining 
the  Mutwallee's  power  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Imambarah. 

Letter,  No.  22i,  dated  the  30th  April 
1838,  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Jessore  to  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue,  forwarding  a  letter  from  the 
Local  Agent  at  Hooghly,  No.  19,  dated 
the  24 th  April  1838,  containing  an 
elaborate  account  of  the  kharij- 
towleut  estates  as  asked  for  by  the 
Board  in  letter  No.  60,  dated  the 
27th  February  1838. 

Letter,  No.  197,  dated  the  loth  May  1838, 
from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Jessore,  in  reply 
to  the  above  letter,  sending  the  Board's 
opinion  that  the  kharij-towleut 
estates  are  altogether  distinct  from 
the  Trust  Property,  and  should  there- 
fore be  discharged  from  the  Imam- 
barah accounts. 
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Syed  Keramat 
Alee's  refusal  to 
allow  the  fths 
share  to  be 
charged  with 
the  expenses  of 
the  Imambarah 
hospital. 


Miscellaneous  ex- 
penses uncon- 
nected with 
the  fths  share 
to  be  met  from 
the  ^ths  share, 
and  payment 
in  advance  to 
the  Mutwallee 
on  account  of 
gths  and  |th 
shares. 


Expenses  on  ac- 
count of  the 
I  m  a  m  b  a  r  a  h 
hospital  to  be 
charged  to  the 
|ths  share. 


Sul)ject. 


Letter,  No.  20."),  dated  tlie  15th  May  1838, 
from  the  Sadder  Board  of  Kevemie  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Jessore,  forward- 
ing copy  of  Government  order  No.  712, 
datetl  the  17th  April  1838,  giving  in- 
structions to  make  regular  payment 
of  money  to  the  Mutwallee  on  account 
of  the  ijths  sliare  for  the  Imambarah 
and  the  ^th  for  himself,  and  to  allow 
him  to  inspect  the  account  books. 


Letter,  No.  37.S,  dated  the  2oth  July  1838, 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  18th 
Division  at  Alipore  to  the  Siidder 
Board  of  Revenue,  forwarding  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  Local  Agents 
at  Hooglily,  complaining  against 
the  Mutwallee,  Syed  Keramat  Alee, 
who  did  not  allow  any  part  of  the 
fths  share  to  be  chai'ged  with  the 
expenses  of  the  Imambarah  hospital 
at  Hooghl%\ 


Letter,  No.  103,  dated  the  3rd  August 
1838,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
18th  Division  at  Alipore  to  the 
Sadder  Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply  to 
Board's  letter  No.  205,  dated  the  15th 
May  1838,  suggesting  that  all  miscella- 
neous expenses  not  immediately 
connected  with  the  purjiose  for  which 
the  phs  share  was  set  aside  be  defraj'ed 
from  the  ^ths  share,  and  that  pay- 
ments on  account  of  the  ijths  and  ^th 
shares  may  be  made  to  the  Mutwallee 
in  advance  without  any  interference 
on  the  part  of  the  Local  Agents. 

Letter,  No.  117,  elated  the  7tli  August 
1838,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
recommending  that  in  the  matter  of 
alterations  and  repairs  of  the  religious 
buildings  the  Mutwallee  should  be  left 
exclusively  to  exercise  his  discretion. 


Letter,  No.  101,  dated  the  7th  August 
1838,  from  the  Suckle  i  Board  of  Re  ve- 
ntre to  the  Commissioner  of  Jessore, 
in  reply  to  his  letter  No.  378,  dated 
the  25th  July  1838,  directing  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Local  Agents  to 
India's  resolution  of  the  28th  October 
1835,  which  raled  that  expenses  on 
account  of  the  hospital  should  be 
charged  to  the  ^ths  share,  and  not  to 
the  phs  sliare. 
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Local  Agents' 
duty  in  connec- 
tion with  the 
Imambarah 
confined  to  in- 
spection of  the 
accounts  of  the 
fths  share. 


Petition  of  Wasiq 
Alee  Khan  to 
the  Govern- 
ment of  India, 
giving  a  de- 
tailed account 
of  the  case, 
AVasiq  Alee 

versus  the 

Government. 

Wrongful  charge 
of  certain  items 
of  expenditure 
to  the  fths  and 
|ths  shares 

which  should 
have  been  met 
from  the  |ths 
share. 


Letter,  No.  427,  dated  the  21st  August 

1838,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Commissioner  of  Jessore,  in 
reply  to  liis  letter  No.  403,  (hited  the 
3rd  August  1838,  instructing  to  direct 
the  Local  Agents  to  confine  their 
duties  in  connection  with  tlie  Imam- 
barah  to  the  inspection  of  the  accounts 
of  the  |ths  share,  and  to  meet  the 
charges  on  account  of  the  liospital 
from  the  ^ths  and  not  from  the  phs 
share  and  to  paj^  no  advance  to  the 
Mutwallee. 

Letter,  No.  196,  dated  the  5th  February 

1839,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  ask- 
ing for  a  detailed  elucidation  of  the 
case,  Wasiq  Alee  Khan,  appellant, 
verstis  the  Government,  respondent, 
as  desired  by  the  Government  of  India 
whom  Wasiq  Alee  memorialised  to 
regain  his  situation  of  Mutwallee. 

Letter,  No.  190,  dated  the  10th  June 
1839,  from  the  Commissioner  of  Jessore 
to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  re- 
porting that  the  t;ths  share  was  wrong- 
fully charged  with  several  items  of 
expenditure  which  should  have  been 
met  by  the  funds  of  the  fths  share 
and  the  kharij-towleut  estate ;  that 
the  Collector  of  Jessore  occasioned  a 
considerable  loss  to  |jths  and  gths 
shares  by  deducting  the  expense  of 
establishment  for  the  management  of 
the  estate  from  the  sui-jilus  proceeds 
which  he  should  have  wholly  remitted 
to  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly,  first, 
and  then  received  back  from  them  the 
establishment  charges  out  of  the  ^ths 
share  ;  and  that  the  Imambarah  build- 
ings were  in  a  i^erfectly  disgraceful 
state. 

Letter,  No.  771,  dated  the  Ilth  June 
1839,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  re- 
questing to  send  up  the  information 
asked  for  in  Government  letter  No.  196, 
dated  the  oth  February  1839,  regard- 
ing the  case  of  Wasiq  Alee  Khan. 

Letter,  No.  168,  dated  the  2nd  July  1839, 
from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Commis.sioner  of  Jessore,  in  replj' 
to  his  letter  No.  190,  dated  the  10th 
June  1839,  asking  to  explain  in  details 
what  items  of  exiienditure  burdened 
the  fths  share,  which  should  have 
been  charged  to  the  fths  share. 
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Precis  of  all 
correspondence 
and  records 
connected  with 
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Khan  from 

Mutwalleeshij), 
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the  Hon'ble 
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Board  regard- 
ing the  defence 
of  the  case, 
Wasiq  Alee 
versus  the 

Government  in 
the  Sudder 

Dewanny  Ad- 
awlut  by  the 
Government. 


Letter,  No.  10,  dated  the  S)th  July  1839, 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Jessore  to 
the  Siidth'r  Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply 
to  the  above  letter,  saying  that  in 
api)ropriatine'  the  moiiej'  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  management  of  the 
endowment,  iyths  and  i-^lis  shares  have 
been  wrongfully  charged. 

Letter,  No.  188,  dated  tlie  17th  July 
1839,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Commissioner  of  Jessore, 
in  reply  to  the  above  letter,  asking  for 
further  information  showing  under 
what  circumstances  certain  expenses 
were  charged  erroneously  to  phs  and 
f  ths  shares. 


Letter,  No.  354,  dated  the  17th  July 
1839,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  (iovernment  of  Bengal,  in  re- 
ply to  Government  order  No.  196,  dated 
the  oth  February  1839,  submitting  an 
abstract  of  all  tlie  correspondence  and 
records  connected  with  the  removal 
of  the  Mutwallee,  Wasiq  Alee  Khan, 
and  tlie  appointment  of  Alee  Akbar 
Khan  in  his  i)lace ;  and  also  an  ab- 
stract of  the  correspondence  of 
1832-33,  and  minutes  of  the  Hon'ble 
Members  of  the  Board  regarding  the 
defence  of  the  case,  Wasiq  Alee  Khan 
t.'ersus  the  Government  in  the  Sudder 
Dewany  Adawlut  by  the  Government. 


Letter  No.  652,  dated  the  24th  Decem- 
ber 1839,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
submitting  a  report  on  the  petition 
presented  to  His  Honour  the  Deputy 
Governor  of  Bengal  by  one  Shaikh 
Sukhawat  Alee  and  others  relative 
to  the  alleged  misconduct  of  the 
Mutwallee,  Sj'ed  Keramat  Alee. 

Letter,  No.  2,  dated  the  2nd  January 
1840,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
18th  Division  at  Alipore  to  the  Sudder 
Board  of  Revenue,  informing  that  he 
will  direct  the  Local  Agents  at 
Hooghly  to  remit  to  the  Committee 
of  Public  Instruction  the  surplus  from 
the  deposit  of  the  lapsed  i\th  share, 
which  the  Local  Agents  may  have  at 
their  disposal  after  meeting  the 
expenses  of  the  decree  obtained  by 
Wasi([  Alee  Khan  against  the  estate 
of  the  late  Hajee. 
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Charges  brought 
against  Syed 
Keramat  Alee. 


Letter,  No.  108,  dated  the  16th  January 
184 J,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Sudder  Boai'd  of  Revenue,  in 
reply  to  Board's  letter  No.  6o2,  dated 
the  24tli  December  1881),  asking  them 
to  state  clearly  what  exact  charges 
were  made  against  the  Mutwallee. 


Letter,  No.  6,  dated  the  22nd  January 
1840,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Committee  of  Public 
Instruction,  informing  that  there  is 
not  any  available  surplus  amount 
beyond  what  may  remain  on  account 
of  the  deposit  of  the  lapsed  ^th  share 
after  paying  from  it  the  amount 
decreed  by  Wasiq  Alee  Khan  against 
the  estate  of  the  late  Hajee  Muhammad 
Mohsin. 


Letter.  No.  Ill,  dated  the  7th  Februarj" 
1840,  from  the  General  Committee  of 
Public  Instruction  to  the  Sudder 
Beard  of  Revenue,  informing  that  the 
committee  have  not  received  the  accu- 
mulated deposit  of  the  lapsed  ^th  share 
of  the  Imambara  Trust  fund,  and  also 
a  further  sum  arising  from  lapsed 
pensions,  which  are  avaihible  for  the 
purpose  of  education,  and  requesting 
to  remit  the  money  regularh'  to  the 
committee  monthly  or  otherwise. 


Letter,  No.  88,  dated  the  J  8th  February 
1840,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue 
to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  in  reply 
Government  order  No.  108,  dated  the 
16th  January  1840.  suggesting  that  an 
investigation  may  be  made  into  the 
conduct  of  Sj^ed  Keramat  Alee,  the 
Mtitwallee  of  the  Imambarah.  against 
whom  certain  charges  were  brought 
by  several  persons  Iq  two  petitions. 


Letter,  No.  12,  dated  the  19th  February 
1840,  from  the  Sadder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  General  Committee  of 
Public  Instruction,  in  'eply  to  Com- 
mittee's letter  No.  Ill,  dated  7th 
February  1840,  informing  that  the 
Board  have  made  arrangement  to 
the  effect  that  the  accumulated 
deposit  of  the  lapsed  Itli  share  may 
regularly  be  remitted  to  the  General 
Committee  of  Public  Instruction. 
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Decree  obtained 
by  Wasiq  Alee 
Khan,  the  dis- 
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wallee,  against 
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the  late  Hajee. 


Letter,  No.  48,  dated  the  19th  February 
1840,  from  the  Suddei  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  tlie  Commissioner  of  Jessore, 
requesting  to  instruct  the  Collector 
of  Hooghly  to  remit  the  ,',th  share 
to  the  General  Committee  of  Public 
Instruction  as  soou  as  the  proceeds  of 
the  estate  are  received  at  the  Collec- 
tor's Treasnry  and  divided  into 
shares,  and  to  bring  to  tlie  Commis- 
sioner's notice  any  irregularity  on 
the  part  of  th(:  Collector  of  Jessore 
in  the  collections. 


Letter,  No.  206,  dated  the  2yth  April 
1840,  from  the  Sudder  Board  oE 
ReveniTe  to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
foi'warding  for  the  ordei's  of  Govern- 
ment copy  of  letter  No.  102,  dated  the 
13th  April  1840,  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Jessore,  and  suggesting  to 
pay  to  the  District  Judge  of  Hooghly 
from  the  Hooghly  Collector's 
Treasury  the  amount  of  Rs.  7,496-9-7, 
being  the  interest  due  on  account  of 
a  decree  obtained  by  Wasiq  Alee 
Khan,  the  dismissed  Mntwallee  against 
the  estate  of  the  late  Hajee. 


Letter,  No.  714,  dated  the  12th  May 
1840,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  in 
reply  to  the  above  letter,  sanctioning 
the  Board's  proposal  to  authorise  the 
Collector  of  Hoogldy  to  advance  the 
sum  of  Rs.  7,496-9-7  on  account  of  the 
interest  of  the  sum  decreed  by  Wasiq 
Alee  Khan  agairtst  the  estate  of  the 
late  Hajee. 

Letter,  No.  127,  dated  the  27th  May 
1840,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Jessore,  informing  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  authorised  the  Collector  of 
Hooghly  to  atlvance  the  sum  of 
Rs.  7.496-9-7  from  the  Government 
Treasury  in  payment  of  interest  due  on 
account  of  a  decree  obtained  by  Wasiq 
Alee  Khan  against  the  estate  of  Hajee 
Muhammad  Mohsin. 
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and  a  decree 
was  obtained 
against  the 
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Hajee  by  Wasiq 
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Proposal  for  the 
re-erection  of 
the  entire  Im- 
ambarah  build- 
ing. 


Increase  in  the 
exijenditure  of 
the  Imambarah 
establish m  en  t 
on  account  of 
Zakerans. 


Letter,  No.   831,   dated    the   20th    June  319 

1840,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Sudder  Board  of  lieveniie,  in 
reply  to  tlie  Board's  letter  No.  88, 
dated  the  18th  February  1840,  inform- 
ing that  the  Governnient  had  an 
inquiry  made  into  the  alleged  charges 
of  misconduct  of  Syed  Keramat  Alee, 
the  Mutwallee  of  the  Imambarah,  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Jessore  Division, 
and  that  the  Government  is  now 
perfectly  satisfied  of  the  groundless 
nature  of  the  charges  in  question. 

Letter,   No.   18   C.  T.,    dated   the    27th  321 

November  1840,  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  .Tessore  to  the  Sudder  Board 
of  Revenue,  transmitting  copies  of 
correspondence  between  Jiim  and  the 
Local  Agents  at  Hooghly.  and 
reciom  mending  to  the  Board  the 
Mutwallee's  proposal  for  taking  upon 
himself  the  duty  of  making  the 
repairs  of  the  Imambarah  subject  to 
final  test  of  the  work  hy  the  Superin- 
tending Engineer,  for  which  j)urpose  1 
he  has  in  his  hand  Rs.  34,664  accumu-  , 
lated  from  the  -Jths  share.  I 

Letter,  No.  660,  dated  the   26th  Decern-  327 

ber  1840,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
recommending  the  Mutwallee's  pro- 
posal in  the  above  letter  as  regards 
the  repairs  to  the  Imambarah  sul)ject 
to  final  examination  of  the  work  by 
the  Executive  Engineer. 

Letter,  No.  73   dated  tlie   12th   January  328 

1841,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  sanc- 
tioning the  above  proposal,  and  asking 
for  a  report  from  the  Executive 
Engineer  after  the  completion  of  the 
repairs. 

Letter,  No.  169,  dated   the  12th  August  329 

1811,  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Jessore  to  the  Sttdder  Board  of 
Revenue,  informing  that  there  has 
been  an  increase  in  the  exj)enditiu"e 
of  the  Imambarah  establishment  on 
account  of  Zakerans  who  have  hitherto 
been  paid  from  the  ^ths  share  but 
now  paid  from  the  f  ths  share. 

Letter,   No.   153,  dated  the  25th  August  331 

1841,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Jessore,  infonning  that  the  Board  have 
no  objection  to  tJie  increased  establish- 
ment on  accotint  of  Zakerans,  the 
funds  of  the  f ths  share  being  amply 
sufficient  to  meet  such  a  charge. 


The  Mutwallee's 
application  re- 
ferred to  in 
the  Local 

Agent's  letter  is 
not  traceable. 


43 


Short  title.' 


Sentiments  of  the 
Honble  the 
Court  of  Direc- 
tors on  the 
claim  of  Wasiq 
Alee  Khan  to  be 
restored  to  the 
MutwuIIeeship 
of  the  Imam- 
bar  ah. 


Subject. 


Letter,  No.  253,  dated  the  18th  Novem- 
ber 1841,  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Jessore  Division  to  the  Sadder 
Board  of  Eevenue,  forwarding  a  report 
from  Mr.  Smith,  Superintemlent  of 
the  Syedpur  Trust  Estate,  relative  to 
the  management  of  the  Trust  property 
during  tiie  years  1810-41,  and  state- 
ment of  the  balances  therein  referred 
to. 


Letter,  No.  278,  dated  fhe  30th  December 
1841,  from  the  Comissiouer  of  Jessore 
to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  sub- 
mitting with  his  remarks  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  Collector  of  Jessore, 
and  its  enclosures,  and  recommending 
that  the  charges  of  the  mufassil  collec- 
tions of  pergannahs  Khallispore  and 
Mahesvvarpasa  .from  the  years  1239 
to  1243  B.  S.,  viz.,  lis,  7,959-4-9,  which 
is  an  irrecoverable  amount,  may  be 
written-off. 


Letter,  No.  58,  dated  the  1st  March  1842, 
from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Jessore,  in  reply 
to  the  above  letters,  sanctioning  the 
writing-otf  of  the  amount. 


Letter,  No.  187,  dated  tlie  6th  February 
1843,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  trans- 
xuitting  an  origin.il  letter  from  the 
Government  of  India,  witli  the  extract 
proceedings  referred  to  therein,  con- 
taining the  sentiments  of  the  Hou'ble 
Court  of  Directors  on  the  claim  of 
Wasiq  Alee  Khan  to  be  restored  to  the 
Mutwalleeship  of  the  Imambarah, 
and  requesting  to  furnish  the  inform- 
ation required  by  the  Supreme  Gov- 
ernment as  to  the  i) resent  state  and 
distribution  of  the  funds  of  tlie,  endow- 
ment of  the  late  Hajee. 


Letter,  No.  211,  dated  the  18th  June 
1843,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
transmitting  a  letter.  No.  9,  dated  the 
the  11th  May  1843,  from  the  Local 
Agents  at  Hooghly,  containing  the 
information  relative  to  the  present 
state  and  distribution  of  the  funds  of 
the  endowment  as  asked  for  in  the 
above  letter. 
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Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 


333 


337 


Not  printed. 
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memorial  to  the 
Court  of  Direc- 
tors is  not 
traceable. 
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Letter,  No.  18,  dnted  tlie  14tli  January 
1846,  from  the  Officiating  Collector  of 
Jessoiv  to  tlie  Siuhler  Board  of  Reve- 
nue, submitting  for  the  Board's  orders 
certain  papers  which  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Jessore  has  declined  to  for- 
ward, relative  to  tlie  chai-ge  of  embez- 
zlement preferred  by  the  Mutwallee  of 
of  the  Imambarah  against  Mr.  Smith, 
Sujjei'intendent  of  the  Trust  estate. 

Letter,  No.  oO,  dated  the  5th  February 
1846,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Jessore.  in  i'ex)ly  lo  the  above  letter, 
remarking  that  the  charges  brought  by 
the  Mutwallee  of  the  Imambarah 
against  Mr.  A.  T.  Smith,  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Trust  estate,  are  altogether 
false  and  groundless,  and  should  have 
been  communicated  to  the  Board  by 
the  Commissioner,  and  directing 
that  the  Mutwallee  may  be  reprimand- 
ed through  the  Local  Agents  for  bring- 
ing such  charges. 

Letter,  No.  65,  dated  the  4th  March  1846, 
froni  the  Commissioner  of  the  .Jessore 
Division  to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue, with  reference  to  the  above  letter, 
informing  that  he  has  reprimanded 
the  Mutwallee,  and  submitting  his 
explanation  for  the  non-submission  of 
Mr.  Smith's  refutation  of  the  charges 
preferred  by  the  Mutwallee  against 
him. 

Letter,  No.  404,  dated  the  3rd  September 
1846,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Jessore  Division  to  the  Sudder  Board 
of  Revenue,  proposing  to  place  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Mutwallee  the  accumula- 
tions of  the  -f  ths  share  of  the  endow- 
ment for  appropriation  in  repairing 
the  buildings  of  the  Imambarah  and 
for  necessary  increase  of  the  servants 
of  the  establishment. 

Letter,  No.  466,  dated  the  7th  October 
1846,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Jessore  Divi.sion  to  the  Sudder  Board 
of  Revenue,  in  rej^ly  to  Board's  letter 
No.  340,'  dated  the  23rd  September 
1846,  suggesting  that  in  future  all 
accumulations  of  the  Trust  fund  in 
the  Collector's  treasury  should  be  dis- 
continued ;  and  that  whenever  these 
accumulations  amount  in  any  share  to 
more  than  Rs.  5,000,  resei-ving  this  sum 
for  current  exi^enses,  surplus  of  each 
3^ear  in  each  share  ought  to  be  at  once 
placed  at  interest  in  Government 
securities  to  the  credit  of  the  share  to 
which  it  api)ertains. 
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Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 


The  Pei\sian  Rub- 
ukaree  of  the 
Mutwallee  is  not 
traceable. 


Some     enclosures 
are  not  traceable. 


Not  traceable.' 
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Sliort  title. 


Application  of 
Syed  Keramat 
Alee  for  pen- 
sion. 


Subject. 


Letter,  No.  48.5,  dated  the  28rh  Novem- 
ber 184G,  from  the  Sadder  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Jessore  Division,  in  reply  to  the  above 
letter,  appro vin^^  the  proposal  referred 
to  therein  in  the  matter  of  accumulated 
surplus  of  the  Imambarah  fund. 


Letter.  No.  397,  dated  the  1st  October 
1847.  from  the  Commissioner  of  Jessore 
Division  to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue, submitting-  for  Board's  orders 
copies  of  letters  from  the  Local  Agents 
of  Hooghly  rehitive  to  the  appoint- 
ment, by  the  Mutwallee,  Syed  Keramat 
Alee,  of  one  Moulvi  Meet"  Mohammed 
at  a  monthly  salary  of  Rs.  100  for  the 
performance  of  certain  duties  of  the 
Imambarah. 


Letter,  No.  342,  dated  the  26th  October 
1847,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  tiie  Commissioner  of  the  Jessore 
Division,  in  reply  to  the  above  letter, 
communicating  that  the  Mutwallee  is 
competent  to  appoint  Meer  Muhammad 
at  a  monthly  salary  of  Rs.  lOO,  and  that 
the  Board  consider  the  Mutwallee's 
conduct  in  T-egard  to  Meer  Muham- 
mad's appointment  disrespectful  to 
the  Local  Agents,  and  they  request 
that  this  may  be  pointed  out  to  him 
v^'ith  an  admonition. 


Letter,  No.  204,  dated  the  22nd  November 
1858,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division  to  the  Boanl  of 
Revenue,  forwarding  with  his  recom- 
mendation an  application  from  Syetl 
Keramat  Alee.  Mutwallee  of  the  Imam- 
barali,  for  a  pension,  and  a  co])y  of  the 
Local  Agent's  letter  recommending 
the  grant  to  him  of  a  pension  equal  to 
one-third  of  his  salary  (viz.,  Rs.  700j 
per  mensem. 


Letter,  No.  307,  dated  the  1st  December 
1858,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan 
Division,  in  reply  to  tlie  above  letter, 
requesting  to  report  whether  the 
grant  of  the  pension  solicited  by  the 
Mutwallee  is  compatible  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Deed  of  Trust. 
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Letter,  No.  230,  dated  the  10th  Decem- 
ber 1858.  from  tlie  Commissioner  of 
the  Burdwau  Division  to  the  Board 
of  Revenue,  in  reply  to  the  above 
letter,  .submitting  an  old  translation 
of  the  Deed  of  Trust  founding  the 
Hooghly  Imambarah.  and  recom- 
mending the  grant  of  a  pension  to 
Syed  Keramat  Alee. 

Letter,  No.  329,  dated  the  17th  Decem- 
ber 1858,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Burdwan,  in 
reply  to  the  above  letter,  communi- 
cating the  Board's  views  that  the 
grant  of  pension  to  a  Matwallee 
would  be  contrary  to  the  Deed  of 
Trust,  and  that  they  are,  therefore, 
unable  to  recommend  it  to  Govern- 
ment. 

Extract,  paragraph  10  of  the  letter 
No.  333,  dated  the  19th  January  1863, 
from  the  Government  of  Bengal  to 
the  Sadder  Board  of  Revenue,  asking 
for  a  report  on  the  general  condition 
of  the  Syedpur  Trust  estate. 

Letter,  No.  28,  dated  the  20th  February 
1863,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Reve- 
nue to  the  Commissioner  of  Nuddea, 
asking  for  a  report  showing  why  the 
funds  made  over  last  3'ear  from  the 
Trust  Estate  to  the  Imambarah  were 
insafficient  and  less  than  usual ; 
for  a  report  showing  the  results  of  the 
institution  and  withdrawal  of  the 
resumption  siiits  ;  and  also  for  a  state- 
ment showing  the  number  of  suits 
decided  for  and  against  the  Trust 
Estate  and  the  number  withdrawn. 

Letter,  No.  35,  dated  the  20th  February 
1863,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan 
Division,  requesting  to  di.spose  of  the 
Hooghly  Local  Agents'  reference 
made  to  him  concerning  the  re-erec- 
tion of  the  Moorley  Imambarah  in 
Jessore  from  savings  effected  from 
the  funds  allotted  for  the  sujjport  of 
the  Hooghly  Imambarah. 

Letter,  No.  UO  B.,  dated  the  21st  Febru- 
ary 1863,  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Burdwan  Division  lo  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  forwarding  in  original  a 
petition*  from  the  Mutwallee  of  the 
Hooghly  Imambarah  soliciting  i^er- 
mission  to  exj^end  Rs.  8,047-3-3i  for 
re-erecting  tlie  Imambarah  at  Moorley 
in  Jessore,  and  recommending  to  sanc- 
tion the  expenditure  out  of  the 
savings  of  the  i^ths  share. 
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Not  printed. 
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HE-MARK^ 


Ee-construction 
of  the  Moorley 
Imambarali. 


Letter,  No.  i7U,  dated  tlie  19tli  March 
18(53,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwau  Division  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue.  sul)mitting  copy  of  letter 
No.  3,  dated  the  IGtli  March"  1863,  from 
tlie  Local  Agents  of  Hooghly,  relative 
to  the  complaint  of  the  Mutwallee  on 
account  of  an  insutlicient  amount 
remitted  to  lum  (the  Mutwallee)  for 
the  expenses  of  the  Imambarah,  and 
asking  for  a  copy  of  the  Mutwallee's 
complaint  to  the  Board. 


Letter.  No.  17,  dated  the  19th  March 
1863,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Commissiouer  of  the  Burdv^-au 
Division,  in  replv  to  his  letter 
No.  HOB.,  dated  t'lie  21st  February 
1863,  sanctioning  the  expenditure  of 
Rs.  8,017-3-3i  for  the  reconstruction  of 
the  Imambarah  at  Moorley  out  of  the 
savings  effected  from  the  amount 
allotted  for  the  expenses  of  the 
Hooglilv  Imambarah. 


Letter,  No.  71,  dated  the  16th  April 
1863,  from  the  Boaid  of  Revenue  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan 
Division,  with  reference  to  his  letter 
No.  170,  dated  the  19tli  March  1863, 
informing  that  no  formal  written 
complaint  was  made  by  the  Mutwallee 
to  the  Board  relating  to  tlie  in- 
sufhciency  of  the  funds  for  the  Imam- 
barah, but,  in  the  cour.se  of  conversa- 
tion with  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Board,  the  Mutwallee  mentioned  that 
the  remittances  from  the  Syedpur 
Trust  Estate  were  this  j^ear  less  than 
usual  and  insutlicient ;  and  also  calling 
for  a  report  on  the  subject,  with  a 
comparative  statement  sliowing  the 
amount  of  remittances  made  in  each  of 
the  years  1860-61,  1861-62  and  1862-63 
for  the  Imambarah. 


Letter.  No.  692.  dated  the  28th  April 
1863,  from  tlie  Commissioner  of  the 
Nuddea  Division  to  the  Board  of  Reve- 
nue, submitting  copies  of  two  letters 
from  the  Collectoi'  of  Tessore,  giving, 
in  full  details,  the  information  called 
for  bv  the  Board  in  their  letter  No.  28, 
dated*  the  20th  February  1863.  relative 
to  the  Trust  Estate. 


Not  printed. 
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Letter,  No.  9,  dated  the  5th  May  1863, 
from  the  Commissioner  of  tlie  Burd- 
wan  Division  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Revenue  submitting  a  com- 
parative statement  showing  the 
amount  of  I'emittances  made  in  each 
of  the  years  186U-61,  J«61-62  and 
1862-6S  from  the  Trust  Estate  for  the 
Imambarah. 


Letter.  No.  84,  dated  the  6th  May  1863, 
froin  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Nuddea  Division, 
requesting  to  send  up  the  names  of  eight 
or  ten  Muhammadan  gentlemen  quali- 
fied to  act  as  trustees  for  Muhammad 
Mohsin"s  endowment  under  section  7 
of  Act  XX  of  1863. 


Letter  No.  16,  dated  the  8th  May  1863, 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Nuddea 
Division  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  in 
reply  to  the  above  letter,  informing 
that  he  has  no  acquaintance  with  any 
Muhammadan  gentlemen  qualified  to 
act  as  Trustees  for  the  endowment. 


Letter,  No.  95,  dated  the  loth  May  1863, 
from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan  Divi- 
sion, requesting  to  send  up  the  names 
of  eight  or  ten  Muhammadan  gentlemen 
qualified  to  act  as  Trustees  for  Muham- 
mad Mohsin"s  endowment  under  .sec- 
tion 7  of  Act  XX  of  1863. 


Letter,  No.  62.  dated  the  30th  May  1863, 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Buixi- 
wan  Division  to  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
in  reply  to  the  above  letter,  submitting 
the  names  of  five  Muhammadan  gentle- 
men to  act  as  Trustees  under  section  7 
of  Act  XX  of  1863. 


Letter,  dated  the  6th  June  1863.  from 
the  Commissiojier  of  the  Burdwan 
Division  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  in 
continuation  of  the  above  letter,  sub- 
mitting a  list  of  the  names  of  some 
Mtihanimadan  gentlemen  qualified  to 
act  as  Trustees  of  the  endowment  of 
the  late  Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin. 


Not  printed. 
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Proposal  for  the 
transfer  of  the 
religious  porciou 
of  the  Trust 
Estate  to  a 
Committee  of 
Managemeut  to 
be  formed  under 
Act  XX  of  1863. 


Letter,  No.  166,  dated  the  9th  June  1863, 
from  the  Board  of  Hovemie  to  the 
Government  of  Bengal,  with  reference 
to  paragraph  10  of  Government  order 
No.  333.  dated  the  lyth  .lanuary  1863, 
submitting  a  report  i-egarding  the 
general  conilition  and  management  of 
the  Trust  Estate,  with  an  explanation 
showing  liow  the  remittance  for  the 
Imambarah  during  tlie  year  1861-62 
was  insufficient  and  less  than  usual. 

Letter,  No.  2.517.  dated  the  18th  .June 
1863,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply  to 
the  above  letter,  informing  that  the 
explanation  given  on  the  various 
points  connected  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Trust  is  considered  by  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  to  be  satisfac- 
tory, and  asking  for  a  report  on  the 
result  of  certain  resumption  suits. 

Letter,  No.  169,  dated  the  24th  June 
1863,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  (1) 
Captain  W.  N.  Lees.  (2)  Maulvi 
Abdul  Luteef  Khan  Bahadur  and  (3; 
Munshi  Amir  Ali,  forwarding  a  list 
of  Muhammadan  gentlemen  selected 
b^'  the  Commissionei-  of  the  Burdwan 
Division  as  qualified  to  hold  the 
appointments  of  Trustees  to  the 
Imambarah,  and  asking  for  their 
opinion  about  these  gentlemen. 


Letter  No.  194,  dated  the  29th  June 
1863,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Government  of  Bengal,  informing  that 
the  Board  will  submit  the  names  of 
some  gentlemen  who  will  serve  on 
the  Committee  to  be  appointed  to  give 
effect  to  the  provisions  of  Act  XX  of 
1863  fan  Act  to  divest  Government  of 
the  managc'ment  of  all  religious 
endowments),  and  sugg(>sting  to  set 
apart  the  'th  share  of  the  profits  of 
the  estate  which  goes  u)  the  supi^ort 
of  the  Hooghly  College  before  making 
over  the  Trust  to  the  Committee. 

Letter,  dated  the  6th  July  1863,  from 
Munshi  Ameer  Ali  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  in  reply  to  Board's  letter 
No.  169,  dated  the  24th  June  1863, 
informing  that  as  the  endower  of  the 
Imambarah  estate  was  a  Shia.  selec- 
tion of  persons  as  Trustees  should  also 
be  made  from  the  Shia  community, 
ami  suggesting  the  appointment  of  a 
few  well-selected  persons  to  the  Trust. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 
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Sul)ject. 


Pa2:e. 


Remarks. 


A  list  of  Muham- 
maclan  gentle- 
ineu  of  the  Shia 
sect  selected 
by  the  Board  to 
be  appointed  as 
Trustees  to  the 
Syedpur  endow- 
ment. 


Observations  of 
the  Legal  Rem- 
embrancer, Ben- 
gal, on  the 
question  of  the 
management  of 
the  Syedpur 
endowment 
under  Act  XX 
of  1863. 


Letter,  dated  the  olst  .Tuly  1863,  from  1  373 

Maulvi  Abdul  Luteef,  Kliaii  Bahadur, 
to  the   Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply    to 
Board's  letter  No.  169.  dated   the  ''2ith.  \ 
June  1863,  passing  his  opinion  on  the  i 
qualifications     of     the    Muluimmadan  I 
gentlemen  recommended  by  the  Com-  j 
missioner  of  the  Burdwan  Division  as  j 
qualified   to   act    as    Trustees  to    the 
Tmambarah  endowment,  and  suggest-  j 
ing  a  few  names  wliom  he  thinks  to  i 
be  fully  qualified  for  the  Trust.  | 


Letter,  dated  the  5th  August  1863,  from  375 

Captain  W.  N.  Lees,  L.L.D.,  Visitor  I 
anti  Director,  Hooghlj'  Madrassa,  to  '■ 
the  Board  of  Revenue  in  reply  to 
Board's  letter  No.  169,  dated  the  2^th 
June  1863,  giving  his  opinion  on  the 
eligibility  of  the  gentlemen  named  in 
the  Board's  letter  referred  to  to  act 
as  Trustees  to  the  Imambarah  endow- 
ment. 


Letter,  No.  308,  dated  the  20th  August  376 

1863,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Government  of  Bengal,  in  continu- 
ation of  paragraph  8  of  the  Board's 
letter  No.  194,  dated  the  29th  June 
1863,  submitting  a  list  of  Muham- 
madan  gentlemen  of  the  Shia  sect 
to  be  appointed  as  Trustees  to  the 
Syedpur  endowment. 


Letter,  No.  1816,  dated  the  19th  Septeni-  377 

ber  1863,  from  the  Superintendent  and 
Remembrancer  of  Legal  Affairs,  Ben- 
gal, to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
submitting  his  observations  in  detail 
on  the  question  brought  forward  in 
Board's  letter  No.  194,  dated  the  29th 
June  1863,  as  to  how  the  endowment 
known  as  the  Syedpur  Trust  estate 
should  be  dealt  with  under  the  provi- 
sions of  Act  XX  of  1863. 


Letter,  No.  2034,  dated  the  loth  Octo-  ,  383 

ber  1863,  from  the  Superintendent  and 
Remembrancer  of  Legal  Affairs, 
Bengal,  to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
in  continuation  of  the  above  letter 
submitting  his  further  ob.servations 
on  the  question  of  the  management 
of  the  Syedpur  endowment  under  the 
provision:!  of  Act  XX  of  1863. 


From  this  letter 
it  appears  that 
the  gross  in- 
come of  the 
estate  at  the 
time  it  came 
under  Govern- 
ment manage- 
ment was 
Rs.  1,65,000  anjd 
the  Government 
revenue  was 
Rs.  96,000. 
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Subject. 


Page. 


Bemaeks. 


Orders  of  the 
Governmeut  of 
Bengal  regard- 
ing the  disposal 
of  the  Syed- 
piir  endow- 

ment under  the 
provisions  of 
Act  XX  of  I860. 


Hajee  Syed 

Hossain  Shoo- 
s  t  r  e  e  and 
Hakim  Kasim 
Alee  were 
asked  by  the 
Board  to  act  as 
Trustees  to  the 
endowment. 


Letter,  No.  4036.  dated  tlie  HOth  October 
1S63,  from  the  (lovernnient  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply  to 
Board's  hitters  No.  Idi,  dated  the  2'Jth 
June  LSG3.  and  No.  30bi.  dated  tlie  20th 
August  1863,  communicating  Govern- 
ment  orders  rehitive  to  the  disi^osal 
of  the  Syedjjur  Trust  under  the  pro- 
visions  of   Act   XX   of  1863. 

Memorandum,  No.  4037.  dated  the  30th 
October  1863,  from  the  Govi-rnment  of 
Bengal  to  the  Legal  Remembrancer, 
Bengal,  forwarding  copy  of  above 
letter. 

Letter,  No.  1  A.,  dated  the  3rd  January 
1870,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to 
Maulvi  Abdul  Latif.  Khan  Bahadur 
with  reference  to  his  letter  dated 
the  31st  July  1863.  informing  that,  on 
Ids  recommendation,  Haiee  Syed 
Hussain  Shoostree  and  Hakim  Kasim 
Alee  were  asked  by  the  Board  to  act 
as  Trustees  to  the  Syedpur  estate 
under  Act  XX  of  1863,  but  no  replj' 
was  received  from  tliem,  anil  accord- 
ingly asking  for  the  addresses  of 
these  two  gentlemen. 

Letter,  (hited  the  26th  January  1870, 
from  Maulvi  Abdul  Latif,  Khan 
Bahadur,  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  in 
reply  to  the  above  letter,  informing 
that  Hajee  Sj'ed  Hus~;ain  Shoostree  is 
dead,  and  that  Hakim  Kasim  Alee  is  in 
the  emjiloy  of  the  Maharajah  of 
Burdwan. 

Letter,  No.  20A.,  dated  the  H\\  February 
1870,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to 
Hakim  Kasim  Alee,  enquiring  whether 
he  is  w^illing  to  serve  on  the  Trust 
Estate  as  a  Trustee.    , 


A  translation  of  a  letter  dated  the  25th 
February  1870  from  Hakim  Kasim 
Alee  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  asking 
for  ftirther  particulars  regarding  the 
Syedpur  Trust,  on  receipt  ol  which  he 
will  inform  the  Board  as  to  whether 
he  will  act  as  a  Trustee  to  the  estate. 

Letter,  No.  32A.,  dated  the  7th  March 
1870,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to 
Maulvi  Kasim  Alee,  forwarding  a 
memo,  containing  the  information 
asked  for  in  the  above  letter. 
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Bubject. 


Page. 


Remarks. 


Hakim  Kasim 
Aloe's  desire  to 
act  as  one  of  the 
Trustees  to  the 
endowment. 


Repairs  to  the 
Imambarah  at 
a  cost  of 
Rs.  10,000  met 
from  the  sav- 
ings of  the  fths 
share. 


Delay  of  7  years 
in  making  over 
the  religious 
portion  of  the 
Trust  to  a 
Committee  of 
Mana  g  e  m  e  n  t 
owing  to  the 
difficulty  of 
procuring  suit- 
able candidates 
for  the  charge. 


Letter,  dated  the  12tli  Apiil  1870,  from 
Hakim  Kasim  Alee  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  informing  that  he  is  willing 
to  act  as  one  of  the  Trustees. 


Letter,  No.  (3(3A.,  dated  the  20th  April 
1870,  from  the  Boarfi  of  Revenue  to 
Maulvi  Abdul  Latif,  Khan  Bahadur, 
informing  that,  out  of  six  gentlemen 
nominated  by  the  Board  on  his  recom- 
mendation to  act  as  Trustees  to  the 
estate,  the  services  of  only  two  are 
available,  and  requesting  to  suggest  the 
name  of  a  gentleman  of  the  Shia  sect 
to  be  the  third  member  of  the 
committee  appointed  under  Act  XX 
of  1863. 

Letter,  No.  91.  dated  the  3rd  May  1870, 
from  the  Commissioner  of  tlie  Burdwan 
Division  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  sub- 
mitting a  report  relating  to  the  repairs 
of  the  Hooglily  Imambarah. 


Letter,  No.  61A.,  dated  the  12l;h  May 
1870,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan 
Division,  in  replj'  to  the  above  letter, 
apiiroving  the  action  of  the  Mutwallee 
and  the  Local  Agents  in  carrying  out 
the  repairs  of  the  Imambarah  at  a  cost 
of  Rs.  10,000  met  from  the  savings  of 
the  f  ths  share. 


Letter,  No.  95A.,  dated  the  29th  .July 
1870,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan 
Division,  informing  that  there  has 
been  much  delay  (7  years  since  the 
Government  order  was  passed)  in 
making  over  the  Trust  estate  attached 
to  the  Imambarah  to  a  Committee  of 
Management  owing  to  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  suitable  candidates  for 
the  charge,  and  requesting  to  secure 
the  services  of  at  least  tlii'ee  gentle- 
men of  known  character  and  position. 

Letter,  No.  761  A.,  dated  the  Uth  Nov- 
ember 1870,  from  the  Officiating  Com- 
missioner of  tlie  Burdwan  Division 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  submitting 
copy  of  a  lettei'  from  the  Local  Agents, 
and  its  enclosures,  on  the  subject  of 
electing  a  committee  of  five  gentle- 
men as  Trustees  to  the  estate. 
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Board's         letter 
No.  178  7  A.,  dated 

the  25  th  Nov- 
ember 1869, 
fo^'ming  an  en- 
closure to  this 
letter  is  not 
traceable. 
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i 

Appointment  of_ 
the  members' 
of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Manage- 
ment for  the 
Syedpar  Trust. 


Letter,  No.  69A.,  dated  the  20th  January 
1871,  from  the  Boanl  of  Revenue  to 
the  Collector  of  the  24-Pergannahs, 
with  reference  to  the  above  letter 
requesting  to  be  furnished  with  the 
addresses  of  the  person.s  therein 
nominated  as  members  of  the  Syedpur 
Trust  Committee. 


Letter,  No.  580  G.,  dated  the  31st  Jan- 
nary  1871,  from  tlie  Collector  of  the 
24-Pergannahs  to  the  Board  of  Reve- 
nue, in  reply  to  the  above  letter, 
giving  the  addresses  of  the  gentlemen 
referred  to  therein. 

Letter,  No.  142 A.,  dated  the  7th  July 
1871,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Government  of  Bengal,  with  re- 
ference to  Government  order  No.  1117,* 
dated  the  21st  March  1865,  asking  for 
the  sanction  of  Government  to  the 
appointment  of  (1)  Munshi  Ameer 
Alee,  (2)  Mirza  Kasini  Alee  and  (3) 
Agha  Abbas  Teharini  as  members  of 
the  committee  of  the  Syedpur  Trust. 

Letter,  No.  2725,  dated  the  21st  July 
1871,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply  to 
the  above  letter,  sanctioning  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  three  gentlemen 
mentioned  therein. 


Bengal  Government  notification,  dated 
the  2yth  July  1871,  publishing  the 
names  of  the  three  gentlemen  noted 
above  as  members  of  the  cunimittee 
for  the  management  of  the  Syedpur 
endowment. 

Resolution  of  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
General  Department  (Education),  dated 
the  29tli  July  1873,  affording  increased 
educational  facilities  to  Mahomedans 
in  Bengal  with  the  help  of  the  secular 
portion  of  the  Mohsiu  Endowment 
Fund. 

Letter,  No.  23,  dated  tlie  7th  April  1874. 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Burd- 
wan  Division  to  the  Board  of  Reve- 
nue, asking  for  sanction  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  Maulvi  Mirza  Wahid 
Alee  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Management  for  the  Imambarah 
vice  Mirza  Kasim  Alee,  deceased. 
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The  Collector  of 
the  24-Pergan- 
nalis  acted  tem- 
porarily as  Com- 
mssioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Divi- 
sion referred  to 
in  the  above 
letter  No.  76 1  A., 
dated  11th  No- 
vember 1870. 


•Not  traceable. 
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Letter,  No.  199A.,  dated  the  22nd  April 
1874,  from  the  Board  of  Keveiiue  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan 
Division,  pointing  out  the  true  nature 
of  the  committee  appointed  under 
Act  XX  of  1863,  which  is  not  clearly 
understood  by  him. 

Letter,  No.  94,  dated  the  29th  April 
1874,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division  to  the  Board  of 
Eevenue  in  reply  to  the  above  letter, 
submitting  the  propcsal  made  by  the 
Local  Agents  of  Hooghly  for  the 
appointment  of  a  third  member  of  the 
committee  for  the  Trust,  and  report- 
ing that  the  Local  Agents  did  not 
make  over  to  the  Committee  the 
charge  of  tiie  Imambarah  property. 

Letter,  No.  231  A.,  dated  the  11th  June 
1874,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Government  of  Bengal,  submitting 
copy  of  a  letter,  No.  225,  dated  the  2nd 
June  1874,  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Burdwan  Division,  with  enclosures, 
on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  a 
successor  to  the  deceased  Mirza  Kasim 
Alee,  late  member  of  the  committee  for 
the  management  of  the  Imambarah, 
and  recommending  the  Commissioner's 
proposal  that  the  Mutwallee  should  not 
be  allowed  to  make  new  nomination 
in  place  of  those  who  were  appointed 
under  Government  order  Xo.  2725, 
dated  the  21st  July  1871. 

Letter,  No.  1505,  dated  the  6th  July 
1874,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply 
to  the  above  letter,  expressing  dis- 
satisfaction at  the  delay  which  has 
occurred  in  carrj'ing  into  effect  the 
Government  order  No.  2725,  dated  21st 
July  1871  (viz.,  appointment  under 
Act  XX  of  1863,  of  three  members  to 
serve  on  the  committee  with  full 
powers  of  the  Board  and  the  Local 
Agents),  and  desiring  to  increase  the 
number  of  the  members. 

Letter,  No.  324A.,  dated  the  24tli  August 
1874,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Government  of  Bengal,  in  reply 
to  the  above  letter,  recommending 
to  make  an  ajiplication  to  the  Civil 
Court  at  Hooghly,  praying  that 
Mirza  Wahid  Alee  be  appointed  to 
the  vacancy  in  the  Committee  of 
Trustees  for  the  Imambarah,  and 
that  the  duties  of  the  Trust  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  committee. 
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Application  of 
Syecl  Zainuddin 
Hossain  for 
Mutwalleeship. 


Application  of 
Agba  Muham- 
mad Takee 
Slierazee  for 
the  Mutwallee- 
ship  of  the 
Imambarah. 


Subject. 


Letter,  No.  2164,  dated  the  13th  October 
1874,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Kevenne,  in  reply  to 
the  above  letter,  approving  the  Board's 
proposal  referred  to  therein  and  re- 
questing to  submit  a  i-eport  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  pension  to  be  granted  to  Syed 
Keramat  Alee  who  has  submitted  an 
application,  dated  the  18th  September 
1874,  for  the  same,  and  also  asking  as 
to  whether  he  is  entitled  to  appoint 
his  successor,  and,  if  not,  what  arrange- 
ment should  be  made  in  his  place. 


Application  of  Syed  Zainuddin  Hossain, 
Deputy  Magistrate  and  Dexjuty  Col- 
lector, dated  the  14th  December  1874, 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  for  the  Mut- 
walleeshij)  of  the  Imambarah  in  place 
of  Syed  Keramat  Alee. 


Letter,  No.  238,  dated  the  30th  Jan- 
uary 1875,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
in  continuation  of  the  above  letter, 
enquiring  the  result  of  the  appli- 
cation made  to  the  Hooghly  Civil 
Court  for  the  appointment  of  Mirza 
Wahid  Alee  as  a  member  of  the  Syed- 
pur  Trust  Committee. 


Letter,  No.  261,  dated  the  2nd  February 
1875,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Boaitl  of  Revenue,  in  continu- 
ation of  the  above  letter,  calling  for 
the  Board's  opinion  regarding  the 
amount  of  pension  which  should  be 
granted  to  the  present  Mutwallee,  Sj^ed 
Keramat  Alee. 


Application  made  l)j'  Agha  Muliammad 
Takee  Sherazee,  dated  the  8th  Feb- 
ruary 1875,  to  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
for  the  Mutwalleeship  of  the  Imam- 
barali  in  place  of  Sj'ed  Keramat  Alee. 


Letter,  No.  64A.,  dated  the  8th  March 
1875,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Government  of  Bengal,  in  reply 
to  Government  order  No.  2164,  dated 
the  13th  October  1874,  forwarding 
correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the 
grant  of  a  pension  to  Syed  Keramat 
Alee,  who  served  under  Government  as 
Mutwallee  for  37  years. 
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Remarks. 


Applications  of 
SyedZainiiddin 
Hossain  and 
Agba  Muham- 
mad Takee 
Shirazee  for 
Mutwalleesliip. 


Grant  of  a  pen- 
sion to  Syed 
Keramat  Alee. 


Proposal  for  the 
grant  of  an 
additional  pen- 
sion to  Syed 
Keramat  Alee. 


Petition  of  the 
Moghul  Shia 
community  of 
Calcutta  re- 
garding the 
appointment  of 
a  successor  to 
Syed  Keramat 
Alee. 


Letter,  No.  136A.,  dated  the  13th  March 
1875,  from  the  Board  of  Kevenue  to 
the  Government  of  Bengal,  forwarding 
the  applications  of  Syed  Zainuddin 
Hossain  and  Agha  Muhammad  Takee 
Shirazee  for  the  Mutwalieeship  of  the 
Imambarah  in  the  place  of  Syed 
Keramat  Alee. 

Letter,  No.  701,  dated  the  18th  March 
1875,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply  to 
Board's  letter  No.  64A.,  dated  the  8th 
March  1875,  sanctioning  the  grant  to 
Syed  Keramat  Alee  of  a  pension  of 
Rs.  3,775  per  annum  equal  to  moiety 
of  his  average  salary  foi'  the  last  ten 
years,  and  informing  that  in  recogni- 
tion of  the  Mutwaliee's  political  ser- 
vices a  recommendation  will  be  made 
to  the  Government  of  India  for  the 
grant  of  an  additional  pension  so  as  to 
bring  up  the  amount  of  his  pension 
to  Rs.  5,000  annually,  and  that  full 
weight  should  be  given  to  any  recom- 
mendation which  the  Mutwallee  may 
make  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of 
his  successor. 

Letter,  No.  703,  dated  the  18th  March 
1875,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Government  of  India,  recom- 
mending the  grant  to  Syed  Keramat 
Alee  of  an  additional  pension  in  consi- 
deration of  his  i3olitical  .services  x^rior 
to  his  appointment  as  Mutwallee  of 
the  Imambarah. 

Letter,  No.  712,  dated  the  liith  March 
1875,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  returning  the 
applications  of  Sayid  Zainuddin 
Hussain  and  Agha  Mohammad  Takee 
for  the  post  of  Mutwallee  of  the 
Imambarah,  and  saying  that  their 
cases  will  be  considered  when  the 
question  of  the  grant  of  a  pension  to 
Syed  Keramat  Alee  and  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  his  successor  wull  be  taken  up. 


Endorsement,  No.  7'19,  dated  the  2J:th 
March  1875,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  for- 
warding a  petition  from  the  Moghul 
Shia  community  of  Calcutta  regard- 
ing the  appointment  of  a  successor 
to  Syed  Keramat  Alee. 
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Application  of 
Agha  Abba8 
Teharani       for 

,  the  Mutwallee- 
sbip  of  the 
Imambarah. 


Rejection  of  the 
a  J)  p  1  i  c  a  t  i  o  n 
made  to  the 
District  Judge 
of  Hooghly  re- 
lating to  the 
appointment  of 
Wahid  Alee  as 
a  member  of 
the  committee 
in  place  of 
Kasim  Alee, 
deceased. 


Qualifications  and 
antecedents  of 
each  of  the 
cantlidates  for 
the  Mutwallee- 
sliip  of  the 
Imambarah  in 
place  of  S/ed 
Keramat  Alee. 


Memorandum,  No.  798,  dated  the  31st 
Marcli  l<S7o,  from  tlie  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  for- 
warding an  application  of  Aglia  Abbas 
Teharanee  for  the  Mutwalleeship  of 
the  Imambarah  in  place  of  Syed  j 
Keramat   Alee. 


Letter,  No.  209A.,  dated  the  8th  April 
1875,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Government  of  Bengal,  in  reply  to 
Government  order  No.  238,  dated  the 
30th  January  1875.  forwarding  copy  of 
a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division,  intimating  that 
the  District  Judge  of  Hooghly  has 
rejected  the  application  made  by  the 
Government  in  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Wahid  AJee  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Management  for  the 
Iiuambarah  in  place  of  Kasim  Alee, 
deceased. 


Letter,  No.  12T.,  dated  the  Hth  April 
1875,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  returning  with  his  report 
the  petition  of  the  Moghul  Shia  com- 
munity of  Calcutta,  and  its  English 
tran.slation  relating  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  successor  to  S3'ed  Keramat 
Alee. 


Letter,  No.  979.  dated  the  2(Jlh  April 
1875,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply  to 
Board's  letter  No.  209  A.,  dated  8th 
April  1875,  requesting  to  submit 
the  names  of  five  gentlemen  fully 
qualified  to  be  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Management  for  the 
Imambarah. 


Letter,  No.  89,  dated  the  6th  May  1875, 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Burd- 
wan Division  to  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
forwarding  for  Information  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  Local  Agents  at 
Hooghly,  containing  their  criticisms 
on  the  qualifications  and  antecedents 
of  each  of  the  candidates  for  the 
Mutwalleeship  of  the  Imambarah  in 
place  of  Syed  Keramat  Alee. 
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Board's  letter 

No.  139A.,  dated 
the  29th  April 
1875,  is  not 
traceable. 


Board's 
No.    127, 
the  22  nd 
1875, 
No.    187, 
the    20th 
1875, 
to 


letters 

dated 

March 

and 

dated 

April 

referred 

in        this 


letter,    are 
traceable. 


not 


58 


Short  title. 


Syed        Keramat 

Alee's  present 
of  his  library  to 
the  Imamharali. 


Application        of 
Agha  Meer 

Nawab  for  the 
Miitwalleesh  i  p 
of  the  Imam- 
barah. 


Subject. 


Letter,  No.  88,  dated  the  13th  May  1875, 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Burd- 
wan  Division  to  the  Government  of 
Bengal,  submitting  copy  of  a  letter, 
No.  36,  dated  the  23rd  April  1875, 
from  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly, 
and  a  letter  *  in  original  from  the 
Mutwallee  addressed  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  witli  four  copies  of  the 
catalogue  t  of  the  books  of  which  he 
has  made  a  gift  to  the  Imambarah,  and 
recommending  that  the  offer  of  the 
Mutwallee  may  be  accepted  and 
acknowledged  by  Government. 

Letter,  No.  135,  dated  the  28th  May  1875, 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Burd- 
wan  Division  to  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
submitting  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Local  Agents  at  Hooghly,  reporting 
that  Agha  Abbas  Teharanee  desires 
to  stand  as  a  candidate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mutwallee  of  the  Imambarah 
in  preference  to  his  nomination  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment for  that  institution. 


Memorandum,  No.  1325  dated  the  3Ist 
May  1875,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  for- 
warding for  disposal  an  application 
from  Agha  Meer  Nawab  for  the  post 
of  Mutwallee  of  the  Imambarah. 

Letter,  No.  1326,  dated  the  31st  May 
1875,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Government  of  India,  submitting 
for  orders  letter  No.  88,  dated  the  13th 
May  1875,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division,  recommending 
that  Syed  Keramat  Alee's  present 
of  his  library  to  the  Imambarah 
be  duly  acknowledged. 

Memorandum,  No.  1327,  dated  the  31st 
May  1875,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  for- 
warding copy  of  the  correspondence 
relating  to  the  present  of  Syed  Kera- 
mat Alee's  library  to  the  Imambarah. 

Letter,  No.  3-19  A.,  dated  the  5th  June 
1875,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to 
the  Government  of  Bengal,  submitting 
a  report  on  the  applications  for  the 
Mutwalleeship  of  the  Imambarah  in 
place  of  Syed  Keramat  Alee,  and 
recommending  Syed  Ashrafuddin 
Ahmed  for  the  situation. 
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59 


Short  title. 


Appointment  of 
Syecl  Asbrafud- 
din  Ahmed  as 
Mutwalleeof  the 
Imambarah. 


Subject.  Page. 


Letter,  No.  1302  T.,  dated  the  2oth  June  471 

1875,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Kevenue,  apjjointing 
Syed  Ashraf  uddin  Ahmed  as  Mutwallee 
in  succession  to  Syed  Keramat  Alee. 

Letter,  No.  1076,   dated   the   29th   June  472 

1875,  from  the  Government  of  India 
to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  in  reply 
to  Bengal  Government  letter  No.  1326, 
datei  the  31st  May  1875,  accepting 
Syed  Keramat  Alee's  present  of  his 
library  to  the  Imambarah,  and  suggest- 
ing that  if  there  be  any  strong  feeling 
against  the  removal  of  the  old  library 
to  the  Hooghly  College,  the  books 
may  be  restoi-ed  to  the  Imambarah,  and 
brought  under  the  same  arrangement 
as  may  be  made  for  the  preservation  of 
the  new  librarj-. 

Memor.iiidum,  Xo.  309  A.,  dated  the  1st  473 

July  1875,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan 
Division,  forwarding  copy  of  Govern- 
ment order  No.  1302  T.,  dated  the  25th 
June  1875,  for  information,  and  request- 
ing to  arrange  for  the  charge  of  the 
Imambarah  being  made  over  to  the 
newly  a^jpointed  Mutwallee,  Syed 
Ashrafuddiu  Ahmed. 

Memorandum,  No.  408  A.,  dated  the  1st  474 

July  1875,  from  the  Board  of  the  Reve- 
nue to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
forwarding  with  their  recommenda- 
tion copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Burdwan  Division,  sub- 
mitting the  names  of  the  five  Muham- 
madan  gentlemen  of  the  Shia  sect, 
who  have  expressed  their  willingness 
to  form  a  committee  for  the  manage- 
ment of  that  portion  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  Syedpur  Trust,  which  is  appro- 
priated to  religious  j)urposes. 

Letter,   No.   1699,   dated   the   9th   July  475 

1875,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  Syed  Keramat  Alee,  Mutwallee 
of  the  Imambarah,  informing  that 
his  offer  to  present  his  library  lo 
the  Imambarah  has  been  accepted, 
and  conveying  an  ex[)ression  of 
both  the  Viceroy's  and  Lieutenant- 
Governor's  thanks,  and  cordial  appre- 
ciation of  his  valuable  gift. 

Letter,  No.   1700,   dated   the   9th    July  476 

1875.  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  calling  for  a 
report  as  to  the  state  of  local  feeling 
on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the 
old  library  of  the  Imambarah  to  the 
Hooghly  College. 


Remarks. 
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Short  title. 


Appointment  of 
a  committee 
consisting  of 
five  members 
for  tlie  manage- 
ment of  the 
Imambarah. 


Subject.  1     Page. 


Notification   by     the     Government    of  477 

Bengal,  dated  the  20th  July  1875, 
appointing  a  committee  for  tlic  manage- 
ment of  the  religious  portion  of  the 
Trust  Estate. 


Letter,  No.   1822,   dated    the  23rd  July  478 

1875,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  infoiming 
that  the  five  gentlemen  named  within 
have  been  appointed  to  act  as  a  com- 
mittee in  the  district  of  Hooghly  for 
the  management  of  that  portion  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  estate  which  is 
appropriated  to  religious  uses. 

Memorandum,  No.  447  A.,  dated  the  26th  480 

July  1875,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue 
to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  submit- 
ting Syed  Keramat  All's  application 
to  the  Local  Agent,  Hooghly.  for 
an  increased  pension. 


Letter,   No.   292,  dated    the   29th   Jnly  481 

1875,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  reporting  that  Syed  Keramat 
Alee  made  over  charge  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambarah  to  Maulvi  Syed  Ashraf- 
uddin  Ahmed,  the  new  Mutwallee.  on 
the  20th  instant. 


Letter,  No.  1970,   dated  the  9th  August  ,  482 

1875,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Government  of  India,  request- 
ing that  an  early  order  may  be  passed 
for  the  grant  to  Syed  Keramat  Alee  of 
an  additional  pension  from  the  general 
revenues  in  consideration  of  his 
political  services. 

Letter,  No.  1971.  dated  the  9th  August  483 

1875,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  requesting 
to  report  when  the  Local  Agents  at 
Hooghly  made  over  charge  of  the 
Imambarah  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  Government. 

Letter,  No.  480F.,  dated  the  30th  August  484 

1875,  from  the  Government  of  India 
to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  in  reply 
to  Bengal  Government  letter  No.  1970, 
dated  the  9th  August  1875,  informing 
that  the  question  has  been  submitted 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary 
of  State. 


Remarks. 


01 


Short  title. 


Death     of     Syed 
Keramat  Alee. 


Grant  of  addi- 
tional pension 
to  Sj'ed  Kera- 
mat Alee  for  his 
political  ser- 
vices rendered 
to  the  State. 


Subject. 


Memorandum,  No.  455,  dated  the  26th 
October  1875,  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Burdwan  Division  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  forwarding  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  Local  Agent  of  Hooghly 
reporting  tlie  death  of  Syed  Keramat 
Alee. 


Letter,  No.  ■i'BA.,  dated  the  5th  Novem- 
ber 1875,  from  che  Board  of  Revenue 
to  tlie  Commissioner  of  Burdwan,  ex- 
pressing regret  at  the  death  of  Syed 
Keramat  Alee. 


Letter,  No.  518,  dated  the  26th  Novem- 
ber 1875,  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Burdwan  to  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
submitting  a  report  regarding  the 
duties  to  be  made  over  by  the  Local 
Agents  of  Hooghly  to  the  comiuittee 
appointetl  by  Government  in  respect 
of  tliat  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
Trust  Estate  wliich  is  approj)riated  to 
religious  uses. 


Letter,  No.  530 A.,  dated  the  7th  Decern 
ber  1875,  from  tlie  Board  of  Revenue 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Bunlwan,  re- 
questing to  furnish  any  information 
regarding  the  Kharij  towleut  estates. 


Memorandum.  No.  627F.,  dated  the  11th 
December  1875,  from  the  Government 
of  India  to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
forwarding  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  sanctioning  an 
additional  pension  of  Rs.  1,225  to  Syed 
Keramat  Alee. 


Letter,  No.  571,  dated  the  11th  Decem- 
ber 1875,  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Burdwan  Division  to  the  Board 
of  Revenue,  in  replj'  to  Board's  letter 
No.  580A.,  dated  the  7th  December 
1875,  forwarding  copies  of  correspond- 
ence containing  information  about 
the  Kharij  towleut  property. 


Memorandum.  No.  296y,  dated  the  18th 
December  1875,  from  the  Government 
of  Bengal  to  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
forwariling  copy  of  letter,  Xo.  627F., 
dated  the  lltli  December  1875,  from  the 
Government  of  India,  for  information. 
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486 


487 


491 


492 


493 


503 


62 


Short  title. 


Subject. 


Page. 


Remarks. 


Letter  No.  746A..  dated  the  22nd  Decem- 
ber LS75,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue 
to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  with 
reference  to  Government  orders 
No.  1822,  dated  the  23rd  July  1875,  and 
No.  1971.  dated  the  9th  Augu.st  1875, 
submitting  a  report  on  the  subject  of 
the  management,  by  the  committee 
ai^pointed  under  Act  XX  of  1863,  of 
that  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
Trust  Estate  which  is  appropriated 
to  religious  uses,  and  an  extract 
from  old  correspondence  from  1815 
to  1838  regarding  Kharij  towieut 
estates. 

Letter,  No.  219,  dated  the  26th  January 
1876,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  Bengal, 
stating,  in  reply  to  the  above  letter, 
that  the  orders  of  1863,  appointing  the 
Committee  of  Management,  should  be 
now  carried  into  effect,  that  a  .sum  of 
Rs.  750  per  month  should  be  granted 
for  the  expenses  of  the  religious 
establishments  from  the  ^ths  share  of 
the  estate  income,  that  the  Kharij 
towleut  lands  should  be  considered 
as  vested  in  the  religious  manager  of 
the  Imambarah,  and  that  the  proceeds 
of  the  ferry  should  be  counted  as 
belonging  to  the  Syedpur  estate  and 
not  to  the  Kharij  towleut  lands. 

Memorandum  No.  49A.,  dated  the  5th  Feb- 
ruary 1876,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan 
Divi.sion,  with  reference  to  his  letter 
No.  571.  dated  the  11th  December  1875, 
forwarding  copy  of  the  above  letter  with 
connected  correspondence  for  guidance, 
and  directing  to  report  the  transfer  of 
the  charge  of  the  Imambarah  to  the 
Committee  of  Management. 

Letter,  No.  694,  dated  the  12th  February 
1876,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  requesting  to  be  furnished 
with  two  spare  copies  of  the  printed 
correspondence  regarding  the  manage- 
ment of  the  religious  portion  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  Trust  estate. 

Letter,  No.  60  A.,  dated  the  16th 
February  1876,  from  the  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division,  in  compliance  with 
the  above  letter  forwarding  printed 
copies  of  the  correspondence  on  the 
subject  referred  to  above. 
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Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 
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Short  title. 


Subject. 


Page. 


Remarks. 
4 


Transfer  of  the 
charge  of  the 
Imambarah  to 
the  committee 
appointed 
under  Act  XX 
of  1863. 


Separation  of 
the  religious 
portion  of  the 
fund  from  the 
secular,  and  to 
draw  Ihe  same 
from  the  funds 
deposited  in 
the  Hooghly 
treasury. 


Letter,  No.  14,  chited  the  6th  April  1876, 
from  the  Commissioner  of  tlie 
Burdwan  Division  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  forwarding  copy  of  a  letter 
from  tlie  Local  Agents  of  Hooghly, 
reporting  that  tlie  committee  appointed 
under  Act  XX  of  I860  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  religious  portion  of  tlie 
Syedpur  Estate  have  not  j'et  entered 
on  their  functions  formally. 


Letter,  No.  129,  dated  the  23rd  May  1876 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Burdwan  to 
the  Board  of  Revenue,  reporting  on 
the  transfer  of  the  charge  of  the 
Imambax-ah  to  the  committee  appointed 
under  Act  XX  of  1863. 

Letter.  No.  320  A.,  dated  the  14th  August 
1876,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan  Division, 
requesting  submission  of  further 
report  promised  bj'  the  Local  Agents 
at  Hooghly  on  the  subject  of  the 
transfer  of  the  charge  of  tlie  Imam- 
barah to  the  committee  appointed 
under  Act  XX  of  1863. 

Letter,  No.  262 T., dated  the  11th  Septem- 
ber 1876,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  in  reply  to  the  above  letter, 
explaining  the  inability  of  the  Local 
Agent  at  Hooghly  to  submit  further 
report  as  promiseil  by  him  on  the 
subject  reported  to  therein. 

Letter,  No.  414,  dated  the  8th  November 
1876,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan  Division, 
requesting  submission  of  further 
reports  regartling  the  Trust  Estate. 


Memorandum,  No.  656  A.,  d-ited  the  20th 
November  1876,  from  the  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
with  reference  to  Government  order 
No.  219,  dated  the  26th  January  1876, 
forwarding  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan 
Division,  requesting  Government  to 
authorise  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment of  the  Imambarah  to  separate 
the  religious  portion  of  the  fund  from 
the  secitlar,  and  to  draw  the  same 
from  the  funds  deposited  in  the 
Hooghly  treasury. 


Not  printed. 
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Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 


Not  printed. 
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Transfer  of  cer- 
tain Kharij 
towleut  proper- 
ties to  the  com- 
mittee for  the 
management  of 
thelmambarah. 


Letter,  No.  3104,  dated  the  28th  Novem-  526 

ber  1876,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  sanc- 
tioning the  proposal  referred  to  in  the 
above  letter.  | 


Memorandum,  No.  (568  A.,  dated  the  31st  527 

July  1877.  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  | 
the  Government  of  Bengal,  with  refer-  ' 
ence  to  Government  order  No.  219,  I 
dated  the  26th  January  1876,  asking  ■ 
for  sanction  to  the  transfer  of  certain 
Kharij  towleut  properties  to  the  com- 
mittee for  tlie  management  of  the 
Imambarah. 


Letter,  No.  2158,  dated  the  9th  August  532 

1877,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply  to 
the  above  letter,  sanctioning  the  pro- 
posal referred  to  therein. 


Letter,  No.  271  A.,  dated  the  18th  April  533 

1879,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the 
Government  of  Bengal,  reporting  on 
the  proposal  made  by  the  Accountant- 
General  for  the  management  of  the 
Mohsin  Endowment  Fund  so  far  as  the 
accounts  are  concerned. 


Letter,  No.  501,  dated  the  23rd  August  537 

1879,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  in  reply  to 
the  above  letter,  conveying  orders 
regarding  the  management  of  the 
fund. 


Letter,  No.  25,  dated  the  10th  May  1881,  j  541 

from  the  Committee  of  Manage-  i 
ment  of  tiie  Imambarah  to  the  Govern-  ' 
ment  of  Bengal,  urging  the  necessity 
for  the  repairs  of  the  Imambarah,  and 
requesting  to  debit  the  cost  of  repairs 
to  the  surplus  xjroceeds  of  the  fjths 
share  of  the  endowment. 


Memorandum,  No.  316  T.,  dated  the  26th  542 

May  1881,  from  the  Government  of  Ben-  | 

gal  to  the  Board  of  Revenne.  forwarding  j 

the  above  letter,  and  asking  for  a  full  j 

report  on  the  subject  with  a  statement  j 

of  the  present  condition  of  the  Imam-  j 
barah  fund. 
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Letter,  No.  483  A.,  dated  the  J2th  .July 
1881,  from  the  Board  of  Keveniie  to  the 
Government  of  Bengal,  submitting  the 
report  called  for  in  the  above  letter. 

Letter,  No.  868  T.,  dated  the  80th  July 

1881,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Committee  of  Management 
of  tiie  Imambarah,  in  reply  to  their 
letter.  No.  25,  dated  the  10th" May  1881, 
informing  that  Government  may  make 
a  grant  from  the  surplus  proceeds  of 
the  ^ths  share  for  the  repairs  of 
the  Imambarah,  if  the  committee 
cannot  meet  the  expenditure  from  the 
amount  at  their  disi^osal. 

Memorandum,  No.  869  T.,  dated  the  30th 
July  1881,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  for- 
vparding  copy  of  the  above  letter  with 
reference  to  Boards  letter  No.  438  A., 
dated  the  12th  July  1881. 

Memorandum,  No.  870T,  dated  the  30th 
July  1881,  from  the  Revenue  Depart- 
ment to  the  Public  Works  Department 
of  this  Government,  asking  for  a 
detailed  report  fioni  the  Superintend- 
ing Engineer  on  the  condition  of  the 
Imambarah.  and  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  repairs  of  the  same. 

Memorandum,  No.  1931  B..  dated  the 
2(»th  September  1881,  from  the  Public 
Works  Department  to  the  Revenue 
Department  of  this  Government,  with 
reference  to  the  above  memorandum 
submitting  a  report  called  for  tiierein. 

Letter,  No.  1331  B., dated  the  15th  April 

1882,  from  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment to  the  Revenue  Department  of 
this  Government,  forwarding  phms  and 
estimate*  for  the  repairs  to  the  Imam- 
barah building.s. 

Letter,  No.  1346-481  L.  R.,  dated  the 
23rd  May  1882.  from  the  Government 
of  Bengal  to  tlie  Board  of  Revenue, 
asking  for  a  report  showing  what  sum 
would  be  available  from  the  f.ths  share 
for  the  repairs  to  the  Imambai'ah. 

Letter,  No.  41,  dated  June  1882,  from 
the  Committee  of  Management  of 
the  Imambarah  to  the  Goveiiiment  of 
Bengal,  submitting  an  account  of 
receipts  and  disbursements  connected 
with  the  Imambarah  for  the  last 
twelve  years,  from  1869-81. 


545 


551 


551 


552 


553 


555 


556 


Not  traceable.* 


Ofi 


Short  title. 


Subject. 


Remarks. 


Cost  of  repairs  of 
the  Imambarah 
buildings  met 
from  the  fths 
share  as  a 
special  case. 


Letter,  No.  452  A.,  dated  the  21st  July 
1882,  from  the  Boartl  of  Keveiuie  to  the 
Cxovernment  of  Bengal,  subiuitling  a 
statement  showing  the  receipts, 
charges  and  balance  of  the  ;',tlis  share 
of  the  Eii(h)wment  Fund  for  1881-82. 

Letter,  No.  o83T.-R.,  dated  the  16tli 
October  1882,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Solicitor  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  askingfor  an  expression 
of  his  oi)inion  regarding  the  com- 
petency of  Government  to  devote  any 
portion  of  the  snrplns  funds  of  the 
itlis  share  of  the  endowment  to  the 
repairs  of  the  Imambarah  buildings. 

Letter,  No.  1212,  dated  the  oth  Decem- 
ber 1882,  from  the  Solicitor  to  the 
Government  of  India  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal,  in  reply  to  the  above 
letter,  forwarding  a  copy  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Advocate-General, 
which  is  to  the  effect  that  Government 
is  competent  to  spend  any  portion  of 
the  ^tbs  to  the  repairs  of  the  Imam- 
barah buildings. 


Letter,  No.  79-31  L.R.,  dated  the  10th 
January  1883,  from  the  Government 
of  Bengal  to  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
with  reference  to  Board's  letter 
No.  452  A.,  dated  the  21st  July  1882, 
sanctioning  the  expenditure  required 
for  the  repairs  of  the  Imambarah 
from  the  funds  of  the  ^ths  share  as  a 
special  case,  and  forwarding  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor's observation  in  regard 
to  the  firture  repairs. 

Memorandum,  No.  80-35  L.  R.,  dated  the 
loth  January  1883,  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal  to  the  Committee  of 
Management  of  tlie  Imambarah, 
forwarding  copy  of  the  above  letter 
for  information  with  reference  to 
their  letter  No.  41,  dated  the  June 

1882. 


Memorandum.  No.  81-36  L.  R.,  dated  the 
10th  January  1883,  from  the  Revenue 
Department  to  the  Public  Works 
Department  of  this  Government,  for- 
warding copy  of  the  above  letter  for 
information  with  reference  to  that 
department  letter  No.  1331 B.,  dated 
the  loth  April  1882. 
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Sanction  to  the 
distribution  of 
the  surplus  in- 
come of  the 
endowment  to 
different*  shares 
after  every  five 
years. 


Bringing  to  the 
notice  of  Gov- 
ernment the 
damage  caused 
to  the  Imani- 
barah  buildings  | 
by  the  earth-) 
quake  of  tlie 
12th  June  1897, 
and  soliciting 
sanction  to  a 
grant  out  of  the 
^ths  share  to 
effect  the  neces- 
sary repairs. 


Letter,  No.  982  A.,  dated  the  24th  Nov- 
ember 1881,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue 
to  the  liovernment  of  Bengal,  suggest- 
ing that  the  surjdus  income  of  the 
Syedpur  endowment  be  distributed  to 
the  different  shares  after  every  five 
years. 


Memorandum,  No.  4,  dated  the  5th 
January  1885,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
sanctioning  the  above  proposal. 


Letter,  No.  206,  dated  the  17th  March 
]890,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Accountant-General,  Bengal, 
sanctioning  the  distribution  of  the 
surplus  balance  of  Rs.  28,582-7-1  at  the 
credit  of  the  Syedpur  estate  on  tlie 
31st  Marcli  1889. 

Memorandum,  No.  208,  dated  the  17th 
March  1890,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  for- 
warding copy  of  tlie  above  letter  for 
information. 

Letter,  No.  158,  dated  the  16th  June 
1897,  from  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment of  the  Imambarah  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal. 

Letter,  No.  188,  dated  the  26th  June 
1897,  from  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment of  the  Imambarah  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal. 

Letter,  No.  191,  dated  the  80th  June  1897, 
from  the  President  of  the  Committee 
of  Management  of  the  Imambarah  to 
the  Government  of  Bengal. 

Letter,  No.  222,  dated  tlie  2nd  August 
1897.  from  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment of  the  Imambarah  to  the 
Government  of  Bengal. 

Letter,  No.  2414,  dated  the  14th  August 
1897,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  requesting 
to  report  on  certain  piiints  in  connec- 
tion with  the  repairs  of  the  Imambarah 
buildings. 
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Estimate  of  cost 
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repairs  to  the 
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bnildings  dam- 
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Grant     for 
repairs    of 


the 
the 
Ima  m  b  a  r  a  h 
buildings  out  of 
the  Aths  share. 


Proposed  addi- 
tional grant 
from  the  Kharij 
towleut  fund 
for  the  upkeep 
of  the  rites  and 
ceremonies  and 
for  the  repairs 
of  the  Imam- 
barah  buildings. 


Gove  r  n  m  e  n  t 
orders  regard- 
ing the  cost  of 
repairs  of  the 
Ima  m  b  a  r  a  h 
buildings. 


Letter,  No.  34  W.,  (hited  the  otli    April  593 

1898,  from  the  Board  of  Kevenue  to  the 
Government  of  Bengal,  with  reference 
to  the  above  letter,  submitting  a 
detailed  estimate  of  cost  for  thorough 
repairs  to  the  Imambarah  buildings 
damaged  by  tlie  earthquake  of  the 
12th  June  1897. 

Letter,  No.  182  T.-K.,dateil  the  lltli. June  601 

1898,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Committee  of  Management 
of  the  Imambarah,  with  jeference  to 
the  committee's  letter  No.  lo8,  dated 
the  16th  .June  1897,  proi)osing  to 
advance  from  the  ^ths  share  the  sum 
of  Rs.  37,081  required  to  place  the 
Imambarah  buiklings  in  pro^jer  repair 
on  condition  of  repayment  of  the 
l^ths  of  Uie  total  cost  in  five  equal 
instalments  by  the  committee. 

Memorandum,  No.  184  T.— R.,  dated  the  603 

nth  June  1898,  from  tlie  Government 
of  Bengal  to  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
forwarding  copy  of  the  above  letterfor 
information  with  reference  to  the 
Board's  letter  No.  34  W.,  dated  the  5th 
April  1898. 

Letter  No.  189,  dated  the    19th    August  605 

1898,  from  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment for  the  Imambarah  to  the 
Government  of  Bengal,  in  reply  to 
Government  order  No.  182  T. — R.,  dated 
the  lltii  June  1898,  praying  for  an  addi- 
tional grant  from  the  Kharij  towleut 
fund  for  the  upkeep  of  the  rites  and 
ceremonies  which  are  essential  to  the 
maintenance  of  tiie  Imambarali  and  for 
the  repairs  of  the  Imambarah  buildings. 

Letter,  No.  716  T.—R.,   dated    the    11th  611 

October  1898,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment of  the  Imambarah,  in  reply 
to  the  above  letter,  directing  to 
make  annual  provision  in  future  for 
necessary  repairs  to  the  Imambarah 
buildings,  and  for  the  management  of 
the  institution  from  the  fjtlis  share.         [ 

Letter,  No.  .3398,  dated  the  I9th  Novem-  |  615 

ber  1898,  from  the  Government  of  ' 
Bengal  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  with 
reference  to  Government  order 
No.  184  T.-R.,  dated  the  1 1th  June  1898, 
requesting  to  take  steps  to  have  the 
recoveries  made  from  time  to  time,  of 
the  sum  advanced  to  meet  the  cost  of 
repairs  to  the  Imambarah  buildings, 
from  the  Managing  Committee  of  the 
Institution. 
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Memoriiiuliim,  Ko.  3399,  dated  the  19th 
November  1898,  from  the  Keveiiae 
Department  to  the  Public  Works 
Department  of  tliis  Grovernment,  for- 
warding an  estimate  of  cost  of  repair- 
ing the  Imambarah  buildings,  and 
reqnesting  to  undertake  the  work  at 
an  early  date. 

Letter.  No.  18  \V.,  dated  the  lUtli  Decem- 
ber 1898,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue 
to  the  Government  of  Bengal  with 
reference  to  Government  order 
No.    3398,  dated    the  I9th   November 

1898,  asking  for  sanction  to  the  expend- 
iture of  Rs.  2,956  for  urgent  repairs  to 
the  Imambarah  buildings  rendered 
necessary  by  the  eartliquake  [rom  the 
|ths  share  of  the  fund. 

Letter,  No.  270,  dated  the  21st  January 

1899,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  tlie  Board  of  Revenue,  with  reference 
to  the  above  letter,  sanctioning  the 
expenditure  for  the  repairs  of  the 
Imambarah,  and  communicating  orders 
for  the  recovery  of  the  tths  of  the 
amount. 

Memorandum,  No.  271,  dated  the  21st 
January  1899,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal"  to  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment of  the  Imambarah.  forwarding 
copy  of  the  above  letter  for  informa- 
tion. 

Memorandum,  No.  272,  chited  the  21st 
.January  1899,  from  the  Revenue 
Deijartment  to  the  Financial  Depart- 
ment of  this  Government,  fonvarding 
a  copy  of  the  above  letter  for  informa- 
tion, and  for  communication  to  the 
Accountant-General. 

Letter,  No.  11  W.,  dated  the  9th  Feb- 
ruary 1899.  from  the  Board  of  Revenue 
to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  with 
reference  to  Government  order 
No.  270  L.R  ,  dated  the  21st  .January 
1899,  submitting  a  revised  estimate  of 
cost  of  repairing  the  Imambarah  Ijuikl- 
ings  in  excess  of  what  was  sanctioned 
in  Government  order  No.  3398,  dated 
the  19th  November  1898. 

Letter,  Nos.  903-04,  dated  the  9th 
March  1899,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal,  Revenue  Department,  to  the 
Board  of  Revenue  and  tiie  Financial 
Dei)artment  of  this  Guvernment,  sanc- 
tioning the  revised  estimate  of  cost  of 
repairing  the  Imambarah. 
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Construction  of 
an  operation 
room  for  tlie 
I  ni  a  m  b  a  r  a  h 
bo.spital  sanc- 
tioned from  tlie 
:Jths  .share. 


Letter,  No.  1217  T.  A.,  dated  the  10th 
March  1899,  from  the  Accountant- 
General,  Bengal,  to  the  Government 
of  Bengal,  requesting  tliat  the  .sanction 
of  the  Govei'nmeiit  of  India  to  the 
sale  of  a  portion  of  the  Government 
securities  of  the  Mohsin  Fnnd  to 
enable  liim  to  advance  monej^  to  the 
Public  Works  Departmejit  to  carry 
out  the  repairs  to  the  Imanil)arah 
buildings  may  be  obtained. 


Letter,  No.,  1371  B.  dated  the  11th  March 
1899,  from  the  Public  AVorks  Depart- 
ment to  the  Financial  Department  of 
this  Government,  requesting  that  steps 
may  be  taken  to  i^lace  at  their  disposal 
the  amount  required  for  the  rejjairs  of 
the  Imambtu-ah  buildings. 


Letters,  Nos.  12o8-39i.  dated  the  22nd 
March  1899,  from  the  Revenue  Depart- 
ment     to     the  ^i:i^»'i^to?B£r?i^  of  this 

Public  Works  Depa-tmeut 

Government,  Sanctioning  the  sale  of 
Government  securities  of  the  Mohsin 
Fund. 


Letter,  No.  50  S.  T..  dated  the  24th  April 
1899,  from  the  Accountant-General, 
Bengal,  to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
intimating  that  the  sum  realised  by 
the  sale  of  Government  promissory 
notes  belonging  to  the  Mohsin  Endow- 
ment Fund  has  been  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment to  meet  the  expenditure  on 
account  of  the  repairs  of  the  Imam- 
barah  buildings. 


Memorandum,  No.  39  W.,  dated  the  12th 
May  1899,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue 
to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  forward- 
ing a  copy  of  their  letter  No.  66  W., 
dated  the  12th  May  1899,  to  the  Com- 
missioner, Presidency  Division,  about 
the  curtailment  of  the  expenditure 
of  the  Trust  Estate. 


Letter,  No.  41  W..  dated  the  ISth  May 
1899,  from  the  Boa  id  of  Revenue  to 
the  Government  of  Bengal,  intimating 
that  they  have  sanctioned  the  constinc- 
tion  of  an  operation  room  for  the 
Imambarah  hospital  out  of  the  ;^ths 
share  of  the  endowment. 
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buildings. 


Letter,  No.  .H8(i  T.— K.,  dated  the  3rd 
June  1899.  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Accountunt-General, 
Bengal,  stating  the  amount  lie  is 
re(]uired  to  place  at  the  disposal  of 
of  the  Public  Works  Department  to 
meet  the  cost  of  repairs  to  tlie 
Imambaraii,  and  tbe  amount  for  the 
construction  of  an  operation  room 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Board,  and  the 
amount  to  be  invested  in  Government 
securities  on  behalf  of   the  fund. 

Letter,  No.  ,378  T.— R..  dated  the  7th  .Tune 
1899,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  th^  Board  of  Keveuue,  communicat- 
ing orders  with  regard  to  the  curtail- 
ment of  the  expenditure  of  the  Syed- 
pur  Trust  estate. 

Letter,  No.  379  T.— R.,  dated  the  7th  .Tune 

1899,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  intimating 
that  the  Accountant-General  has  been 
instructed  to  jjut  the  amount  required 
for  the  construction  of  the  operation 
room  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  of 
Revenue. 

Letter,  No.  4397  B.,  dated  the  7th 
September  1899,  from  the  Public 
Works  Department  to  the  Revenue 
Department  of  this  Government, 
intimating  that  sanction  has  been 
accorded  to  a  revised  estimate  amount- 
ing to  Rs.  Gl,908  for  the  repairs  of  the 
Imambarah. 

Letter,  No.  3450,  dated  the  23rd 
September  ^899,  from  the  Revenue 
Department  to  the  Public  Works 
Department  of  this  Government,  in 
reply  to  the  above  letter,  sanctioning 
from  the  ^ths  share  the  payment 
of  a  further  sum  of  Rs.  9,374  for  the 
completion  of  the  repairs  to  the 
Imambarah  buildings. 

Letter,  No.  33,  dated  the  20th  February 

1900,  from  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment of  the  Imambarah  to  the 
Government  of  Bengal,  infoVming  that 
the  annual  expense  of  the  Imambarah 
has  been  fixed  at  Rs.  18,800  by  a 
scheme  framed  by  the  members  of  the 
committee. 

Letter,  No.  1082.  dated  the  7th  March 
1900,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Committee  of  Management 
of  the  Imambarah,  requesting  to  be 
furnished  with  a  cop3'  of  the  scheme 
referred  to  above. 
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Letter,  No.  50,  dated  the  17th  March 
lyUii  from  the  Comiiiittee  of  Manage- 
ment of  the  Imambarah  to  the 
Government  of  Bengal,  submitting 
a  copy  of  the  scheme  for  the  annual 
expense  of  the  Imambarah  framed 
bv  the  members. 
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Letter  No.  159  T.— R.,  dated  the  1st  May  6i2 

1900.  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Committee  of  Management 
of  the  Imambarah  enquiring  what 
provision  has  been  made  in  the  \ 
scheme  for  repairs  and  maiutainance 
of  the  Imambarah.  buildings,  and  re- 
questing to  be  furnished  with  an 
estimate  showing  the  amount  required 
for  the  annual  repairs  to  the 
Imambarah. 


Memorandum.  No.  160  T.— R..  dated  the  643 

1st  May  1900,  from  the  Revenue 
Department  to  the  Public  Works 
Department  of  this  Government  re- 
questing that  necessary  instructions 
may  be  issued  for  an  annual  inspec- 
tion of  the  Imambarah  buildings  by 
a  competent  Engineer. 


Memorandum.  No.  6  R.G.,  dated  the  8th  645 

May  1900,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division  to  the  Government 
of  Bengal,  submitting  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  Local  Agent.  Hooghly,  re- 
garding the  contemj^lated  retirement 
of  Mr.  Justice  Ameer  Ali  from  the 
office  of  President  of  the  Imambarah 
Committee. 


Letter,   No.  539  T.— R..   dated  the  26th  650 

May  1900,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division.  requesting  to 
submit  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the 
retirement  of  Mr.  Justice  Ameer  Ali 
from  the  Presidentship  of  the 
Imambarah  Committee. 

Letter,  No.   214.  dated    the    16th    June  651 

1900,  from  the  Committee  of  Manage-  ; 
ment  of  the  Imambarah  to  the  } 
Government  of  Bengal,  submitting  the 
information  called  for  in  Government  I 
order  No.  159  T. — R.,  dated  the  1st  ; 
May  1900,  on  the  subject  of  the 
repairs  to  the  Imambarah  buildings.       j 


r 

Short  title. 


Subject. 


Page. 


Remarks. 


Strained  rela- 
tions between 
the  Mutwallee 
and  the  mem- 
bers of  the 
committee. 


Memorandum,  No.  17  R.  G.,  dated  the 
21.st  .Tuiu'  liHM),  from  the  Commissioner 
of  tlie  Bunlwaii  Division  to  tlie  Gov- 
ern^nent  of  Benj^al,  submitting  the 
report  called  for  in  Government  order 
No.  5.^9  T.— R.,  dated  tiie  26th  May 
1900. 

Memorandum,  No.  1185  T. — R.,  dated  the 
3rd  July  190U,  from  tlie  Revenue 
Department  to  the  Public  Works 
Dei^artment  of  this  Government,  re- 
questing to  be  furnished  with  a  detail- 
ed estimate  of  the  expenditure  for  the 
repairs  of  the  Imambaiah. 


Letter,  No.  2629,  dated  the  25th  July 
1900,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan 
Division,  communicating  the  remarks 
and    observations   of   the    Lieutenant- 

■  Governor  on  tiie  subject  of  the  strained 
relations  between  the  Mutwallee  and 
the  membei's  of  the  committee. 

Memorandum,  No.  3854  B.,  dated  the  3rd 
September  1900,  from  the  Public 
Works  Department  to  the  Revenue 
Department  of  this  Government,  with 
reference  to  Revenue  Department 
memorandum,  No.  1185  T. — R.,  dated  the 
3rd  July  1900,  submitting  an  estimate 
of  cost  for  the  quinquennial  repairs  to 
the  Imambarah. 

Letter,  No.  1802  T.—R.,  dated  the  21st 
September  1900,  from  the  Government 
of  Bengal  to  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment for  the  Imambarah,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee's  letter  No.  214, 
dated  the  16th  June  1900,  communica- 
ting the  views  and  onlers  of  tiie 
Lieutenant-Governor  on  the  subject 
of  repairs  to  be  carried  out  in  the 
Imambarah. 

Memorandum,  No.  1803  T.—R.,  dated  the 
21st  September  1900,  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Burdwan  Division,  forwarding 
coi)y  of  the  above  letter  with  copy  of 
the  letter  to  which  it  is  a  reply. 

Memorandum.  No.  1804  T. — R.,  dated  the 
21st  September  1900,  from  the  Revenue 
Department  to  the  Public  Works 
Department  of  this  Government,  for- 
warding copy  of  Government  ordei" 
No.  1802,  dated  the  21st  September 
1900,  for  information,  in  continuation 
of  Government  order  No.  160  T. — R., 
dated  the  1st  May  1900. 
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Letter,  No.  47R.C4..  dated  the  30th 
September  1900,  from  tlie  Commissioner 
of  the  Burdwau  Division  to  tlie  Cov- 
ernment  of  Bengal,  with  reference  to 
Government  order  No  2629,  dated  tlie 
25th  .Tuly  1900,  submitting  his  opinion 
on  the  rules  of  1897  fiamed  by  the 
committee  for  the  management  of  the 
Imambarah  affairs,  and  certain  sugges- 
tions made  by  the  Mutwallee. 

Memorandum,  No.  2687  F.,  dated  the 
12th  April  1901,  by  the  Financial 
Department  to  the  Revenue  Depart- 
ment of  this  Government,  forwarding 
copy  of  the  budget  estimate  for  the 
Mohsiu  Endowment  Fund  for  the  year 
1901-02  for  information. 

Letter,  No.  89,  dated  the  loth  April  19(11, 
from  the  Committee  of  Management 
for  tiie  ImamV^arah  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal,  with  reference  to 
Government  order  No.  1802  T. — R., 
dated  the  '1st  September  1900,  stating 
that  there  has  been  no  miscalculation 
on  the  part  of  the  committee  in  regard 
to  the  quadrennial  repairs  to  the 
Imambarah  and  the  amount  of  savings 
during  the  four  years. 

Letter,  No.  219.5.  dated  the  30th  April 
1901,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  tlie  Committee  of  Management  for 
the  Imambarah.  approving  of  the  next 
quadrennial  rei)airs  being  undertaken 
in  January  1904. 

Letter,  No.  9  W.T.,  dated  the  11th  Octo- 
ber 1901,  from  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  submit- 
ting report  on  the  subject  of  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  surjilus  money  stand- 
ing to  the  credit  of  the  Trust  estate. 


Letter,  No.  2118T.—R.,  dated  the  12th 
November  1901,  from  the  Government 
of  Bengal  to  the  Board  of  Reveniie, 
sanctioning  the  distribution  of  the 
surplus  money  of  the  Trust  estate 
equally  among  the  nine  shares. 

Letter,  No.  34,  dated  the  6th  February 
1902,  from  the  Hon'ble  Mr.  Justice 
Ameer  Ali,  President  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Management,  to  the  Government 
of  Bengal,  submitting,  for  the  inform- 
ation of  Government,  certain  revised 
rules  for  the  management  of  the 
Imambarah. 
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Orders  of  the 
Lienteuaat-Gov- 
eriior  on  the 
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Letter,  No.  5  R.(i..  dated  the  7th  April 
1902.  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division  to  tlie  Government 
of  Beiij>:al,  submitting  for  Government 
orders  certain  points  in  regard  to  the 
rehition  between  the  Mutwallee  and 
the  Trustees  for  the  Imambarah. 


Letter,  No.  2J74,  dated  the  8th  April 
1902,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Honble  Mr.  .Justice  Ameer  Ali, 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment of  the  Imambarah,  in  reply  to 
his  letter  No.  31,  dated  the  6th  Feb- 
ruary 1902,  approving  the  revised 
rules. 


Letter,  No.  189  T.— R.,  dated  the  25tli 
April  1902,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division,  in  replj'  to  his 
letter  No.  5  R.  G.,  dated  the  7th  April 
1902,  communicating  orders  of  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  on  the  subject  of 
relation  between  the  Mutwallee  and 
the  Trustees  of  the  Inuimbarah. 

Letter,  No.  28  \V.  T.,  dated  the  20th 
September  1901,  from  the  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the(iovernment  of  Bengal, 
asking  for  sanction  to  the  distribu- 
tion to  several  shares  of  the  Mohsin 
Endowment  Fund  of  a  sum  of 
Rs.  10,000  on  account  of  the  surplus 
income  of  the  Trust  estate,  the 
amount  payable  to  the  t,^h.s  sliare 
being  credited  to  the  ffths  share  on 
account  of  the  money  aelvaneed  from 
it  for  the  rei)airs  of  the  Imambarali. 

Letter  No.  289G  T.— R.,  dated  the  2()th 
October  1901,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  sanc- 
tioning the  proposal  referred  to  in  the 
above  letter. 


Demi-official  letter,  datetl  the  27th  De- 
cember 1906,  from  Mr.  G.  H.  Walsh, 
I.C.S.,  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan 
Division,  to  the  Hon'ble  Mr.  R.  W. 
Carlyle.  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal,  recommending  Khan 
Bahadur  Syed  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed's 
son,  Syed  All  Nawab,  to  be  Mutwallee 
of  the  Imambarah  as  a  successor  to  his 
father. 
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ment of  Bengal, 
regarding  the 
appointment  of 
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Nawab  as  a  suc- 
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father,  Khan 
Bahadur  Syed 
Ashrafuddin 
Ahmed. 


Demi-official,  letter  No.  87,  dated  the 
22nd  March  1907,  from  the  Hon'ble 
Mr.  R.  W.  Carlyle,  I.C.S.,  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  to  Mr.  J. 
H.  Bernard,  I.C.S.,  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division,  in  reply  to  the 
above  denu-official  letter,  forwarding 
his  views  regarding  the  appointment 
of  Khan  Bahadur  Syed  Ashrafuddin 
Ahmed's  son  as  Mutwallee  of  the 
Imambarah  after  his  retirement. 


Demi-official  letter.  No.  3  C.  dated  the 
20th  May  1907,  from  Mr.  J.  H.  Bernard, 
I.C.S.,  Commissionei-  of  the  Burdwan 
Division,  to  the  Hon'ble  Mr.  E.  A. 
Gait,  CLE ,  Offg.  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Government  of  Bengal,  in  reply  to  the 
above  letter,  recommending  Khan 
Bahadur  Syed  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed's 
son  to  be  appointed  to  act  as  his 
Honorary  A.ssistant. 

Demi-official  letter.  No.  31  T. — R.,  dated 
the  6th  June  1907,  from  the  Hon'ble 
Mr.  E.  A.  Gait,  C.l  E.,  l.c.s.,  Offg.  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
to  Mr.  J.  H.  Bernard,  l.c.s.,  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Burdwan  Division,  saying 
that  the  Mutwallee  can  employ  anyone 
to  assist  him,  but  no  such  arrangement 
will  be  recognized  by  Government. 

Government  order  No.  Ill,  dated  the 
8th  January  1908,  sanctioning  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  surplus  income, 
amounting  to  Rs.  9,115,  among 
the  nine  shares  of  the  endowTnent 
fund. 

Letter,  dated  the  8th  September  1908, 
from  Mr.  A.  Ahmed,  l.C.s.,  to  the 
Govei-nment  of  Bengal,  praying  that 
his  elder  brother,  the  Mutwallee  of 
the  Imambarah  (Syed  Ashrafuddin 
Ahmed),  be  granted  a  pension,  and  that 
his  nephew,  Syed  Ali  Nawab,  be 
appointed  to  suceeed  his  father  as 
Mutwallee. 

Petition,  dated  the  9th  November  1908, 
from  Khan  Bahadur  Sj^ed  Ashrafuddin 
Ahmed,  the  Mutwallee  of  the  Imam- 
barah, to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
praying  that  he  be  granted  a  full 
jiension,  and  that  his  son  be  aijpointed 
to  succeed  him. 
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Mutwallee. 


Letter,  No.  44(54.  dated  the  20th  Novem- 
ber 1908,  from  tlie  Government  of 
Bengal  to  tlie  Bt)ard  of  Revenue,  sanc- 
tioning the  grant  of  a  pension  to  the 
Mutwallee,  and  appointment  of  his  son 
as  his  successor. 


Memorandum,  No.  4464i,  dated  the  20th 
November  1908,  from  the  Government 
of  Bengal  to  the  Accountant-General, 
Bengal,  forwarding  copy  of  the  above 
orders. 

Telegram,  dated  the  4th  December  1908, 
from  Sj'ed  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed  to  the 
Government  of  Bengal,  reporting  that 
he  maile  over  the  charge  of  liis  duties 
to  his  i^on. 

Letter,  No.  2,  dated  the  4th  January  1909, 
from  the  Committee  of  Management  of 
the  Imambarah  to  the  Government  of 
Bengal,  urging  that  they  should  have 
been  consulted  at  the  time  of  select- 
ing Syed  Ali  Nawab  as  Mutwallee  of 
the  Imambarah  in  place  of  his  father. 

Letter,  No.  259-62,  dated  the  loth  Janu- 
ary 1909,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to — 

(1)  Honorary    Secretary',   All  India 

Shia  Conference,  Lucknow  ; 

(2)  President,      Anjuman      Jafarya, 

Muzatt'arnagar ; 

(3)  M.  A.    Z.   Ali,   Barrister-at-Law, 

Alipore ; 

(4)  President.       Shia       Association, 

Chin  sura  ; 
informing  in  reply  to  their  represent- 
ations against  tlie  appointment  of 
Syed  Ali  Nawab  as  Mutwallee  of  the 
Imambarah  that  tlie  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor satisfied  himself  regarding  his 
qualifications, 

Letter,  No.  308,  dated  the  20th  January 
1909,  from  the  Governn'ent  of  Bengal 
to  the  Committee  oi  Management  of 
the  Imambarah,  pointing  out  that 
Government  is  under  no  legal  obliga- 
tion to  consult  the  members  of  the 
Imambarah  Committee  or  any  associa- 
tion or  individual  in  the  matter  of 
selecting  the  Mutwallee. 
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Memorial  of  the 
President  of 
the  Imambarah 
Defence  Asso- 
ciation against 
tiie  appoint- 
ment of  Ali 
Nawab. 


Opi  aion  of  Messrs. 
C.  P.  Hill  and 
A.  Rasool  as  to 
the  legality  of 
the  appoint- 
ment by  Gov- 
e  r  n  m  e  n  t  of 
S  y  e  d  Ali 
Nawab. 


Letter,  dated  the  22nd  January  1909, 
from  Shams-nl-Ularaa  Slieikh  Mahmud 
Gilani,  President,  Hooglily  Imambarah 
Defence  Association,  to  tlie  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal,  submitting  for  trans- 
mission to  tlie  Government  of  India 
a  memorial  protesting  against  the 
appointment  of  Syed  Ali  Nawab  as 
Mutwallec  of  the  Imambarah. 


Memorandum,  No.  221,  dated  the  llth 
February  1909,  fi-om  tiie  Government 
of  India  to  the  Gevernment  of  Bengal, 
forwarding  copy  of  a  telegram  dated 
the  26th  January  1909,  from  All  India 
Shias'  Conference,  Lucknow,  protest- 
ing against  the  ai^pointment  of  Syed 
Ali  Nawab  as  Mutwallee  of  the  Imam- 
barah. 

Letter,  No.  717,  dated  the  loth  February 
1909,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan 
Division,  forwarding  a  copy  of  the 
memorial,  and  requesting  to  ask  the 
present  Mutwallee  or  his  father  to 
report  on  the  allegations  made  in  it 
which  personally  concern  them. 


Letter,  dated  the  27th  February  1909, 
from  Shams-ul-Ulama  Sheikh  Mahmud 
Gilani,  President  of  the  Imambarah 
Defence  Association,  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal,  submitting  the 
opinion  of  counsels  Messrs.  C.  P.  Hill 
and  A.  Rasool  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
appointment  by  Government  of  Syed 
Ali  Nawab  to  be  Mutwallee  of  the 
Imambarah. 

Letter,  dated  the  8th  March  1909,  from 
Mirza  Agha  Zakir  Ali,  Barrister-at- 
Law,  Secretary,  Shia  Association, 
ToUyganj,  to  the  Government  of 
Bengal,  urging  that  the  Committee  of 
Management  appointed  under  Act  XX 
of  1863  has  the  sole  power  to  appoint 
a  Mutwallee. 

Letter,  No.  4-12,  dated  the  19th  March 
1909,  from  the  Government  of  India 
to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  request- 
ing to  submit  a  report  on  the  memo- 
rial submitted  by  Shams-ul-Ulama 
Sheikh  Mahmud  Gilani,  President  of 
the  Imambarah  Defence  Association. 
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Letter,  No.  172;i  dated  the  29tii  March 
1909.  from  the  (iovernniejit  of  Bengal 
to  ilie  Government  of  India,  informing, 
in  reply  to  tlie  above  letter  that  the 
memoriid  of  the  Shia  Muhammadan 
community  protesting  against  the 
appointment  of  Syed  Ali  Nawab  as 
Mutwallee  of  tiie  Hoo-hly  Imambarah 
is  under  their  consideration. 

Letter,  No.  27;^  T.— R.,  dated  tlie  27th 
April  190;j,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  tlie  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division,  forwanling  a  coiiy 
of  the  memorial  from  Sbams-ui-Ulama 
Sheikh  Mahmud  Gilani,  and  request- 
ing to  ask  the  Mutwallee  to  submit,  in 
consultation  with  his  father,  any 
remarks  which  he  desires  to  make. 

Letter,  No.  33G  T.— R.,  dated  the  30th 
April  1909,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Government  of  India, 
reporting  that  a  memorial  from 
Shams-ul-Uhima  Sheikh  Mahmud 
Gilani  addressed  to  the  Government  of 
India,  protesting  against  the  appoint- 
ment of  Syed  Ali  Nawab  as  Mutwallee, 
has  been  received,  and  that  Govern- 
ment of  India  \v\[[  be  addressed  on  the 
subject  on  receipt  of  the  opinion  of 
the  most  eminent  counsel  in  Calcutta. 

Letter,  No.  337  T.— R.,  dated  the  30th 
April  1909,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Legal  Remembrancer, 
requesting  to  obtain  the  opinion  of 
counsel  on  the  subject  of  the  legality 
of  the  appointment  by  Government  of 
Syed  Ali  Nawab  as  Mutwallee  of  the 
Imambarah. 

Letter,  No.  20  R.  G.,  dated  the  27th  May 
1909,  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division  to  the  Government 
of  Bengal,  submitting  the  remarks  of 
Syed  Ali  Nawab  antl  his  father  on 
the  memorial  submitted  by  Shams-ul- 
Ulama  Shaikh  Mahmud  Gilani, 
President  of  the  Imambarah  Defence 
Association. 

Letter,  No.  23H  L.  R.,  dated  the  20th 
July  1909,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Government  of  India, 
submitting  a  copy  of  the  legal  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  the  authority  of 
Government  to  appoint  a  Mutwallee 
of  the  Imambarah,  and  alsn  informing 
that  legally  the  apppointment  of  a 
Mutwallee  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  not  of  Government. 
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Strained  relation 
between  the 
Mutwallee  and 
the  members  of 
the  Committee. 


Letter,  No.  IKKJ,  dated  the  9th  August 
1909,  from  the  Government  of  India 
to  tlie  Government  of  Bengal,  in  reply 
to  the  above  letter,  approving  the  steps 
in-oposed  to  be  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal  regarding  the  appoint- 
ment of  Syed  Aii  Nawab,  son  of  Syed 
Ashrafuddin  Ahmed,  Khan  Bahadur. 


Letter,  No.  43  R.  G.-38— LVII-1,  dated 
the  21st  August  1909,  from  the 
Commissiouer  of  the  Burdv^^an  Divi- 
sion to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
reporting  the  strained  relations 
between  the  Mutwallee  of  the 
Imambarah  and  the  Committee  of 
Management. 

Letter,  No.  286),  dated  the  24th  August 
1909,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  tlie  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan 
Division,  with  reference  to  the  Com- 
missioner's letter  No.  20  R.  G.,  dated 
the  27th  May  1909,  requesting  to 
inform  the  Mutwallee,  Nawabzada 
Syed  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed,  Khan 
Bahadur,  that  the  appointment  of  his 
son  as  Mutwallee  by  Government  is 
not  valid  according  to  legal  opinion, 
and  to  call  him  to  submit  any 
representation  he  might  wish  to  make. 


Memorandum,  No.  46  R.  G.-44 — 
LVII-I,  dated  the  31st  August  1909, 
from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Burd- 
wan Division  to  the  Government  of 
Bengal,  in  reply  to  the  above  letter, 
submitting  cops'  of  a  letter  from 
Nawabzada  Syed  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed, 
Khan  Bahadur,  requesting  to  be  fur- 
nished with  a  copy  of  the  legal  opinion 
obtained  by  Government,  and  of  the 
statement  of  facts  on  which  it  is 
based. 


Demi-official  letter, No.  HOT.— R., dated 
the  6th  September  1909,  from  the 
Under-Secretary  to  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division,  in  reply  to  Com- 
missionei''s  letter  No.  43  R.  G.-38 — 
LVII-I,  dated  the  21st  August  1909, 
informing  that  the  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Management  has  been 
strongly  impressed  upon  not  to  allow 
the  continuance  of  bickering  between 
the  Members  and  the  Mutwallee. 
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Letter,  No.  1775  T.— R.,  dated  the  8th 
September  JfKj'J,  from  the  Government 
of  Benj^al  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division,  with  reference  to 
the  above  memorandum,  No.  4ti  B.  G.- 
44— LVII-1.  dated  the  31st  August 
1909.  forwarding  for  transmission  to 
Nawabzada  Syed  Ashrufuddin  Ahmed, 
Khan  Bahadur,  a  copj'  of  the  lef^al 
opinion  obtained  l)y  Government  re- 
garding tlie  appointment  of  Syed  Ali 
Nawab  as  Mutwallee  of  the  Imam- 
barah,  together  with  a  copy  of  state- 
ment of  facts  ou  which  the  opinion  is 
based. 

Letter,  daied  the  21st  September  1909, 
from  the  President,  Imambarah  Defence 
Association,  to  the  Government  of 
Bengal,  asking  that  the  Shias  may  be 
given  au  opportunity'  of  discussing 
anj'  legal  point  wliicli  might  be  raisetl 
by  the  Mutwallee  in  his  explanation. 

Memorandum,  No.  67  E.G.,  dated  the  21st 
September  1909,  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Burdwan  Division  to  tlie 
Government  of  Bengal,  submitting  an 
application  from  Nawabzada  Syed 
Ashrafuddin  Ahmed,  Khan  Bahadur, 
praying  for  an  extension  of  time  for 
the  submission  of  his  representation. 

Letter,  No.  2216  T.— R.,  dated  the  28th 
September  1909,  from  the  Government 
of  Bengal  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division,  allowing  time  for 
the  submission  of  his  representation. 

Letter,  No.  2317  T.— R.,  dated  the  oth 
October  1909,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  President,  Imambarah 
Defence  Association,  informing,  with 
reference  to  the  President's  letter, 
dated  the  21st  September  1909,  that  an 
extension  of  time  has  been  allowed  to 
Nawabzada  Syed  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed, 
Khan  Bahadur,  up  to  the  26th  Novem- 
ber 1909,  for  the  submission  of  his 
representation. 

Letter,  No.  1431,  dated  the  7tli  October 
1909,  from  the  Government  of  India  to 
the  Government  of  Bengal,  requesting 
to  forward  any  representation  which 
Nawal^zada  Syed  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed 
may  have  made  to  Government,  and 
also  enquiring  whether  any  action  has 
been  taken  on  the  jepresentation  of 
the  21st  September  1909  from  the 
President  of  the  Imambarah  Defence 
Association. 
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Subject. 


Page. 


Remarks. 


Resolution  of 
the  Anjumaii-i- 
Shiatus  Safa, 
Delhi,  protest- 
ing against  the 
appointment  of 
S  y  e  d  A  1  i 
Nawab 


Opinion  of  sev- 
eral lawj-ers 
declaring  the 
validity  of  the 
appointment  of 
Syed  Ali 

Nawab. 


Letter,  No.  2564  T.—R..  dated  the  14th 
October  190t).  from  the  Goveninient  of 
Bengal  to  the  Government  of  India, 
reporting  that  an  extension  of  time  has 
been  allowed  to  Nawabzada  Syed  Ash- 
rafuddin  Ahmed,  Khan  Bahadur,  up  to 
the  26th  November  1909,  for  tbc  sub- 
mission of  his  representation. 

Letter.  No.  658  W.T.,  dated  the  21st  Octo- 
ber 1909,  from  the  Boafd  of  Revenue  to 
the  Government  of  Bengal,  submitting 
proposals  for  raising  the  working 
balance  of  the  Mohsin  Endowment 
Fund  from  Rs.  4,000  to  Rs.  10,000. 

From  the  Secretary,  Anjuman-i-Shiatus 
Safa,  Delhi,  to  the  Government  of 
Bengal,  forwarding  a  copy  of  the 
resolution,  dated  the  ;:::-~,^, 
protesting  against  the  appointment  of 
Syed  Ali  Nawab  as  Mutwallee  of  the 
Imambarah. 

Letter,  dated  the  ord  November  1909, 
from  the  President,  Imambarah  De- 
fence Association  to  the  Government 
of  Bengal,  forwarding  a  copy  of  a 
resolution  passed  by  the  Association, 
urging  the  early  decision  of  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject  of  the  apijointment 
of  a  Mutwallee. 

Letter,  No.  3447,  dated  the  16th  Novem- 
ber 1909,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengid  to  the  President  of  the  Imam- 
barah Defence  Association,  in  reply  to 
the  above  letter,  informing  that  an 
extension  of  time  has  been  allowed  to 
the  Mutwallee  for  the  submission  of 
liis  representation. 

Letter,  No.  3620,  dated  the  26th  Novem- 
ber 1909,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  the  Secretary,  Anjuman-i- 
Shiatus  Safa  of  Delhi,  in  reply  to  the 
above  resolution,  informing  that  the 
matter  is  under  consideration  of 
Government. 

Letter,  No.  261 C,  dated  the  29th  Novem- 
ber 1909,  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Burdwan  Division  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal,  submitting  a  repre- 
sentation from  Nawabzada  Syed 
Ashrafuddin  Ahmed,  Khan  Bahadur, 
urging  of  the  valid  it  j'  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  his  son,  Syed  Ali  Nawab,  as 
Mutwallee  oE  the  Imambarah 
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Copy  of  the  case 
on  which  the 
legal  opinion 
was  based  will 
be  found  en- 
closed with  the 
letter,  dated  the 
22nd  December 
1909.  from  Naw- 
abzada S  y  e  d 
.Ashrafuddin 

/  Ahmed,  Khan 
Bahadur  at, 
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Short  title, 


Subject. 
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Remarks. 


Statement  of  facts 
prepared  by 
N  a  w  a  b  z  a  d  a 
Syed  Ashrafud- 
din  Ahmed, 
Khan  Bahadur, 
on  which  the 
opinion  of  his 
lawyers  regard- 
ing the  appoint- 
ment of  his  son 
was  based. 


Letter.  No.  3Soo.  dated  the  9th  Decem- 
ber 19(ti>,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  tiie  Board  of  Revenue,  sanc- 
tioning the  proposal  referred  to  in 
Board's  letter  No.  6o8W.  T.,  dated  the 
21st  October  1909. 


Letter.  No.  4048.  dated  the  20th  Decem- 
ber 19(t9,  from  the  Government  of 
Bengal  to  Nawabzada  Syed  Ashrafud- 
din  Ahmed,  Khan  Bahadur,  asking  for 
a  copy  of  the  case  on  which  he 
obtained  the  legal  oi^inion. 


Letter,  dated  the  22nd  December  1909, 
from  Nawabzada  Sj'ed  Ashrafuddin 
Ahmed,  Khan  Bahadur,  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal,  in  reply  to  the  above 
letter,  submitting  a  copy  of  the  ca.se 
as  presented  by  him  to  his  lawyers. 
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Letter,  No.  330.  dated  the  27th  January 
1910,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Government  of  India,  submit- 
ting the  representation  of  Nawabzada 
Syed  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed,  Khan 
Bahadur,  together  with  connected 
papers,  and  informing  that  this  Gov- 
ernment would  cancel  its  order  sanc- 
tioning the  grant  of  a  pension  to 
Nawabzada  Syed  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed, 
Khan  Bahadur,  and  the  appointment 
of  his  son,  Syed  All  Nawab,  to  be 
Mutwallee. 


Letter,  No.  322,  dated  the  2nd  March 
1910,  from  the  Government  of  India 
to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  in  reply 
to  the  above  letter,  approving  the  can- 
cellation of  the  orders  of  1908  relating 
to  the  grant  of  a  pension  to  Nawab- 
zada Syed  Ashrafaildin  Ahmed,  Khan 
Bahadur,  and  the  appointment  of  his 
son  as  Mutwallee  of  tiie  Imambarah. 
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Short  title. 

f 

Subject.                                  Page.             Remarks. 

1 

2                                          3 

4 

Cancellation      of 
Govern  m  ent 
order  No.  4464, 
dated    the  20th 
November  1908, 
sanctioning  the 
grant  of  a  pen- 
sion    to     Syed 
A  s  h  r  a  f  uddin 
Ahmed  and  the 
appointment  of 
his     son,    Syed 
Ali  Nawab,    as 
Mutwallee. 

Letter,  No.  1061,  dated  the  11th  March 
1910,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the   Board  of   Revenue,   cancelling 
Government  order  No.  4464,  dated  the 
20th   November   1908,    regarding   the 
grant  of  a  pension  to  Nawabzada  Syed 
Ashrafuddin  Ahmed.    Khan  Bahadur, 
and   the   appointment   of   his    sou   as 
Mutwallee. 

Memorandum,  Nos.   1062-67,   dated   tlie 
11th  March    1910,   from    the    Govern- 
ment  of    Bengal   to    the   Accountant- 
General,  Bengal,  Local  Officers,  Presi- 
dent    of     the     Hooghly     Imambarah 
Defence  Association  and  the  President 
of  the  Committee  of  Management,  for- 
warding copies  of  the  above  order. 

821 
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Copy    of   endorsement    made    by    the    Registrar,  Hooghly.  at  the  top  of  the 

Waqf-namah  of  the  late  Haji  Muhammad  Mohsin.  .J 


Xo.  122.  Registered  by  me  at  Hooghly.  this  9th  day  of  June  1806.  at 
the  hour  of  3,  under  Volume  122,  page  80  of  book  containing  Deeds  of  Leases 
and  other  temporary  transfers. 

(Sd.)     J.  Hodges, 

Registrar. 
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Letter,  No.  1061,  dated  the  11th  March 
1910,  from  the  Government  of  Bengal 
to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  cancelling 
nrviTovTiinont  nvrlpv  "Mn   4464.    datpf]  the 
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A    Summary    of    Persian    Extracts. 

The  following  information  showing  the  relation  between  Salahuddin 
Muhammad  Khan,  the  original  founder  of  the  Hooghly  Imambarah 
and  Haji  Muhammad  Mohsin.  has  been  obtained  from  "  Tabaqua-i-Mohsinj-a," 
a  Persian  History  of  the  Imambarah  written  by  Nawabzada  Syed 
Ashrafuddin     Ahmed,     Khan     Bahadur,     the     present     Mutwalli  : — 

Agha  Muhammad  Motahar  was  a  Persian  who  came  to  India  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  reign  of  the  Moghul  Emperor  Aurangzeb  and  began 
to  carry  on  his  trade  at  Hooghly,  which  was  at  that  time  one  of  the 
most  flourishing  commercial  ports  in  India.  Later  on  he  perma- 
nently settled  at  Hooghly  and  founded  there  an  Imambarah,  which 
was  subsequently  reconstructed  and  maintained  by  Muhammad  Saleh 
alias  Salah  Uddin  Muhammad  Khan.  Hajee  FaizuUah  was  the  nephew 
(sister's  son)  of  Agha  Muhammad  Motahar,  and  came  to  India  from 
Persia  with  his  uncle.  FaizuUah  married  one  of  the  widows  of  his 
uncle  named  Zainab  Khanum  after  his  death.  Zainab  had  a  daughter 
named  Marium  alias  Mannoojan  Khanum  by  her  former  husband. 
Mannoojan  was  married  to  Salahuddin  and  inherited  the  landed 
properties  consisting  of  Pargana  Syedpur,  etc.,  in  Jessore  (now  in 
Khulna)  left  by  her  husband.  A  son  was  born  to  FaizuUah  and 
Zainab,  who  came  to  be  known  as  Muhammad  Mohsin  and  had  the 
sole  right  of  the  landed  properties  mentioned  above  left  by  his  uterine 
sister,  Munnoojan  because  she  died  childless.  Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin 
is,  therefore,  related  to  Salahuddin  Muhammad  Khan  as  brother-in- 
law. 


To 

TUE   HON'BLE  N.   13.    KUMONSTONE,   ESQ., 

Vice-President  and  Do[)iity  (governor,  etc..  etc.,  iii  (jouncil, 

Fort  William. 

Hon'hlk  Sui, 

Although  tho  provisions  of  Regulation  11)  of  1810  prescribe  the  course  Misceiianac 
to    I'e    observed    in    ordinary    cases    falling    within  the  scope   of   that   Law, 
nevertheless,  as  there  are  some  points  in  the  present  reference  not   expressly 
provided  for,  we  consider  it  proper  and  necessary  to  submit  the  arrangements 
we  propose  to  adopt  in  consequence  for  the  sanction  of  your  Hon'ble  Board. 

2.  As  the  report  of  the  Local  Agents  contains  a  very  clear,  satisfactory, 
and  succinct  statement  of  the  origin,  resources,  and  existing  state  of  the 
Listitution,  we  shall  not  trespass  on  the  time  of  your  Honourable  Board  on 
these  points,  but  state  the  arrangements  we  would  propose  for  the  better 
management  of  the  Institution  in  future  and  the  due  appropriation  of  the 
funds  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  intended. 

3.  That  the  present  Mutawalees  (or  trustees)  are  unfit  persons  for  the 
charge,  is.  we  think,  sufficiently  manifest  ;  but  as  one  was  appointed  by  the 
founder  of  the  Endowment  on  its  present  footing,  and  the  other  is  the  son  of 
the  late  incumbent,  it  is  not  intended  to  interfere  with  their  functions 
(however  questionable  the  right  of  the  latter  may  be  to  officiate  in  that 
capacity),  but  we  would  propose  that  a  person  of  respectability,  good  educa- 
tion, and  experience  in  duties  of  the  nature  alluded,  be  appointed  as  Ameen 
(or  Inspector)  for  the  following  purposes,  viz.,  to  keep  accounts  of  all  receipts 
and  disbursements  ;  to  foi"m,  in  concert  with  the  Mutawalees,  estimates  of 
the  expenses  requisite  for  the  performance  of  the  several  ceremonies  ;  to 
control  the  expenditure  generally,  including  the  payment  of  the  salaries  and 
allowances  of  the  several  establishments,  officers  and  servants  (with  excep- 
tion to  the  amount  allotted  for  the  personal  expenses  of  the  Mutawalees)  ; 
to  see  that  the  buildings  and  edifices  are  kept  in  proper  repair  ;  and  to  submit 
accounts,  etc.,  etc.,  to  the  Local  Agents  whenever  they  may  consider  it 
expedient  to  call  for  them. 

4.  We  cannot  help  noticing  in  this  place  the  observation  contained  in 
the  12th  Paragi-aph  of  the  report  of  the  Local  Agents  "that  the  Mutawalees 
had  refused  to  produce  any  accounts,  or  rather  allege  that  they  have  none 
to  produce."  It  is  hardly  possible  to  give  credit  to  this  assertion,  but  if  it  be 
correct,  it  is,  in  our  opinion,  a  strong  demonstration  of  the  negligence  of  the 
present  Mutawalees  or  of  their  unfitness  for  so  important  a  trust.  Whilst 
on  the  other  hand,  if  there  be  accounts,  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  produce 
them,  for  as  long  as  they  are  withheld,  it  is  impossible  not  to  infer  that 
misapplication  of  the  funds  is  practised. 

5.  The  expense  of  the  proposed  establishment  would  not  be  consider- 
able (probably  not  exceeding  200  Rs.  per  mensem)  whilst  w(!  are  not  aware 
that    it  \would.    in   any   respect,    interfere    with,    or  encroach    on  the   powerr 
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vested  in  the  ]\Iuta\vallees  hy  the  Towleeatnaiiiah,  the   object  of  the   present 
arrangement  being  to  ensure  a  proper  application   of  the  funds,  and  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  dissensions  and  jealousies  which  at  present   exist    among  so  many  . 
conteneling  parties. 

6.  The  otlier  ]u)int  on  which  we  havi'  to  solicit  the  instructions  of  your 
Honourable  lioard  is  the  Estates  not  included  in  the  Towleeatnamah. 

7.  These  Estates,  it  seems,  are  now  held  by  Baker  Alec  on  the  ground 
of  a  pretended  verbal  disposal  of  the  property  made  by  Hajee  Mokim  in  his 
father's  favour,  but  as  the  written  tleed  on  which  he  and  his  father  first 
grounded  their  claim  to  the  property  has  been  pronounced  in  a  Court  of 
Justice  to  be  a  forgery,  this  nuncupative  disposal  of  the  property  does  not.  (as 
very  justlj'^  observed  bj'  the  Local  Agents)  appear  entitled  to  much  credit,  and 
as  the  Hajee  died  without  heirs,  the  property  may  be  considered  an  escheat 
to  Government. 

8.  We  concur  entirely  in  the  foregiong  opinion — but  as  we  apprehend 
most  of  the  Estates  pay  I^evenue  to  Government  and  probablj*  are  of  incon- 
siderable value,  Government  possibly  may  be  disposed  to  waive  their  claim  to 
the  proprietary  right  and  allow  the  present  occupant  to  retain  possession  on 
his  agreeing  to  an  equitable  .lumma  on  re-assessment,  although  he  has.  in  fact, 
little  claim  to  such  mark  of  indulgence  as  he  seems  still  to  consider  himself 
entitled  to  the  property  under  the  forged  deed  before  alluded  to.  in  which  it  is 
not  improl)able  he  had  some  (share).  On  this  point,  however,  we  solicit  the 
instructions  of  your  Honourable  Board.  In  the  meantime  we  shall  instruct 
the  several  Collectors,  in  whose  districts  the  Estates  are  situated,  to  furnish 
us  with  every  necessary  information  repeating  them,  and  shall  report  the 
result  to  your  Honourable  hJoard  as  early  as  possible. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  respect, 

HoNoi'KABi.E  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

(Sd).  R.  ROCKE. 
The  Board. 

The  4th  Auffust  1815. 


>  l>KMi.M,, 

Gth  Scpifinli.'i-  1S15. 
To 

Thk  1)0ai!u  of  Kkvknuk. 

Gknti.kmkn, 

J  uiii  directed  by  the  Honourable  the  Vice-President  in  Council  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  two  letters  I'roni  you  dated  the  4th  and  22nd 
ultimo  with  their  respective  enclosures. 

4th  Ultimo. 

2.  Under  the  circumstances  stated  in  this  letter  and  in  the  rej^ort 
from  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  the  Vice-President  in  Council  considers 
it  to  be  essentially  necessary  that  some  arrangement  should  be  adopted 
for  the  better  management  of  tlie  Institution  alluded  to  in  your  letter 
and  for  ensuring  a  pioper  application  of  its  funds  to  the  purposes  con- 
templated by  its  founder. 

3.  The  measures  suggested  in  the  ord  paragraph  of  your  letter  for  the 
attainment  of  the  objects  above  noticed  appear  to  the  Vice-President  in 
Council  to  be  generally  expedient. 

4.  I  am,  however,  directed  to  remark  that  the  irregular  and  objection- 
able manner  in  which  the  present  trustees  appear  to  have  conductinl  tln' 
affairs  of  the  Institution  and  the  jealousies  and  dissensions  whicli  exist 
among  the  contending  parties  render  it  in  the  judgment  of  the  Vice-President 
in  Council  highly  desii-able  and  expedient  that  the  Ameen  who  may  be 
appointed  to  discharge  the  duties  described  in  the  3rd  paragraph  of  your 
letter  should  be  vested  with  exclusive  control  in  the  management  of  tlie 
funds  of  the  Institution,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  interposition  of  the  autlior- 
ity  of  the  Local  Agents  and  of  your  Hoard. 

o.  It  is  also  of  essential  importance!  tliat  the  person  who  may  be  nomi- 
nated to  the  proposed  office  of  Ameen  should  be  selected  with  the  greatest 
care,  that  his  character  should  be  irreproachable  and  that  his  acknowledged 
integrity  and  capacity  should  secure  to  him  general  conhdence  ixnd  respect 
more  particularly  amongst  the  higher  classes  of  Mahomedans. 

6.  The  Vice-President  in  Council  apprehends  that  the  proposed  allow- 
ance of  200  rupees  per  mensem  for  the  salary  of  the  Ameen  and  the  expense 
of  his  establishment  is  upon  too  small  a  scale  with  reference  to  the  res- 
ponsibility of  the  office  and  to  the  great  importance  of  selecting  for  the  trust, 
an  individual  possessed  of  the  requisite  (jualifications,  and  if  the  funds 
of  the  Institution  should  prove  to  be  as  ample  as  is  estimated  l)y  the  Local 
Agents,  the  allowance  proposed  to  be  assigned  to  the  Ameen  miolit.  it  is 
conceived,  lie  augmented  without  inconvenience. 

7.  Tlie  Vice-President  in  Council  considers  it  to  be  unnecessaiy  to 
issue   anv  orders   on   the   subject   stateil    in   the  7th   paragraph  of  your  hitter. 


until  lie  shall  be  lurniislied  with  the  requisite  details,  which  nolic(*«l  in  the 
last  paragraph  of  your  letter,  you  propose  to  submit  to  Government  at  as 
early  a  j)eriod  as  may  be  practieable. 

I'l'nd    Ultimo. 

8.  The  establishment  which  you  have  recommended  should  be  granted 
to  Mr.  Smelt  for  conducting  the  measurement  of  the  Sunderban  taluks 
situated  in  the  district  of  Jessore,  appears  in  general  to  be  proper  and 
reasonable.  Pretiously,  however,  to  sanctioning  that  establishment  the 
Vice-President  in  Council  desires  that  a  more  detailed  explanation  may  be 
furnished  of  the  proposed  monthly  allowance  of  500  rupees  for  contingent 
charges  for  bugerow  and  Ijoat  hire  in  addition  to  the  usual  deputation 
allowance  receivable  by  Mr.  Smelt. 

!).  The  Vice-President  in  Council  is  aware  that  the  duty  to  be  performed 
by  Mr.  Smelt  will  render  it  necessary  for  him  to  remain  chiefly  in  boats,  but 
it  is  desirable  that  that  gentleman  should  submit  a  statement  of  the  number 
and  description  of  boats  which  he  may  consider  necessary  and  the  amount  of 
the  hire  to  be  paid  for  them  respectively. 

10.  The  original  paper  which  accompanied  your  letter  of  the  4th  ultimo 
is  returned  enclosed. 

1  have,  etc., 
(Sd.)  Illegible. 


To    C.  TOWEK,  Ei^Q.,  AND    W.   FoRRESTER,    EsQ., 

Local  Agents  at  Hooghly. 

(tENTLEMEN, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Board  o£  Revenue  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
a  letter  from  you,  dated  the  15th  July  last,  with  enclosure  relative  to  the 
all'airs  of  the  Imambarah  at  Hooghly  and  to  transmit  to  you  copy  of  the 
Board's  address  to  Government  on  the  subject  dated  the  -Ith  August  and  of 
the  orders  of  Government  in  consequence  dated  the  6th  September. 

I  am  also  directed  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Board  have  been  pleased  to 
appoint  Syed  Ukbar  Alee  Khan  to  the  situation  of  Ameen  or  comptrolle'-  of 
the  funds  and  concerns  of  the  Institution  with  a  salaiy  of  200  rupees  per 
mensem  and  100  rupees  for  an  establlsliment.  (^opy  of  the  sunnud  given  to 
him  accompanies  ;  he  has  been  directed  to  wait  upon  you,  and  you  will  be 
pleased  to  notify  to  the  Mutwallis  and  officers  his  appointment  and  to 
vest  him   with  charge  of  the  situation  to  which  he  has  been    appointed. 

The  Board  have  addressed  Government  again  on  the  subject  of  the  estates 
and  property  not  included  in  the  Towleutnamah,  and  you  will  hereafter  be 
apprised  of  the  orders  which  may  be  passed  thereon. 

I  am  etc., 
The  10th  November  1815. 


To  R.  RocKE.  Esq..  and  J.  Richardson.  P>q., 

^lembers  of  the  pjoard  of  Revenue. 
Gentlkmkx. 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated   the    10th 
instant  with  its    enclosures. 

2.  The  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  General  in  Council  approves  the 
appointment  of  Ukbar  Alee  Khan,  as  Ameen  or  Inspector  of  the  Imainbarah 
at  Hooghly  with  a  personal  salary  of  200  rupees  per  mensen  and  100  rupees 
per  mensem  for  an  establishment. 

,  3.  Under  the  circumstances  stated  in  the  4th  and  5th  paragraphs  of 
your  letter.  His  Lordship  in  Council  is  pleased  to  sanction  the  measure  which 
you  recommend  with  regard  to  the  small  estates  of  MuUunch  and  turuf 
Khidderpore,  etc.,  which  are  to  be  allowed  to  remain  with  the  actual  occupants 
at  the  present   jumma. 

4.     Tlie  original  papers  received    with  your  letter  are  herewith    returned. 

I  have.  etc.. 

W.  B.  BAYLEY, 

Secretary  to  Government. 
P'oRT  William. 

The  24th  November  1815. 


'J\)  l>.    IlocKE,  Esq., 

Acting  Prc'side.nr.  ami  .Mi'iiibcrs  of  the  Hoard  of  Kcveniu'. 

Koi't   William. 
(iKNTLEMKN, 

Wk  beg  leave  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Jioard  eopy  of 
a  IHiurkhaust  and  the  account  accompanying  it  presented  to  us  by  iSyed 
Ukbar  .\ lee. Khan.  Ameen  of  the  Emambarah  of  8ah)odoen  Khan. 

:.'.  As  the  sunnud  granted  by  the  JJoard  of  Revenue  to  the  Ameen  does 
not.  correspond  with  what  seems  to  us  to  be  the  intentions  of  Government 
from  the  4th  paragraph  of  their  letter  to  the  Board  of  Revenue  under 
date  (jtli  »Se])tember  last  and  what  we  consider  to  be  the  views  of  the  l>oard 
and  as  the  Ameen  himself  does  not  consider  it  sufficient  authority  for 
interfering  in  the  management  of  the  funds  for  the  endowment,  we  beg 
leave  to  suggest  that  a  fresh  sunnud  be  granted  to  him  vesting  him  with  the 
exclusive  control  in  the  management  of  the  funds  of  the  Institution  subject 
of  course  to  our  interposition  and  authority. 

/).  Doubtful  how  far  we  are  vested  with  any  control  over  any  of  the 
funds  of  the  Institution  which  are  situated  out  of  the  district  of  Hooghly, 
we  have  not  considered  ourselves  authorized  to  give  the  Ameen  any 
instructions  respecting  the  management  of  those  in  the  district  of  Jessore. 
and  as  we  have  no  means  of  obtaining  any  correct  information  respecting 
them  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  any  orders  on  the  subject  be 
transmitted  to  the  Local  Agents  in  that  district. 

4.  With  respect  to  the  third  proposition  stated  in  the  Ameen's 
Dhurkhaust  we'  are  of  opinion  that  he  should  make  a  strict  enquiry  into  the 
rights  of  all  the  claimants,  that  he  should  submit  for  our  inspection  and 
approbation  a  copy  of  his  proceedings  together  vvith  a  list  of  those  who  (with 
reference  to  the  assets)  have  a  superior  claim  to  support  from  the  Institution. 

.').  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  very  bad  state  of  repair  the  whole  of  the 
Ijuildings  attached  to  the  Institution  are  in,  to  defray  the  expense  of  repairing 
them  the  Ameen  prepares.  i)orrowing  a  sum  of  money  and  paying  the  principal 
and  interest  by  degrees  from  the  funds  of  the  Institution  and  we  are  not 
aware  of  any  objection  to  this  arrangement  provided  lie  takes  the  respon- 
sibility entirely  upon  himself. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

(tENTLKMKN. 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 

(Sd.).c.  towp:r, 

Collector. 
(8d.^  W.  FORRESTER. 

L.  A. 

HooGHi-Y  Collectok's  Okkici;, 

The  1.0th  January  1816. 


To 

The  Local  Agkxt.s  at  Jesj^okk. 

On  the  10th  of  November  last  the  Collector  was  informed  of  the 
appointment  of  Syed  Ukbar  Alee  Khan  as  Ameen  or  Comptroller  of  the  funds 
and  concerns  of  the  institution  for  the  support  of  the  Iniambaree  of  the 
late  Sulauddeen  Mohomed  Khan  at  Hooghly  and  for  the  other  purposes  of 
that  endowment. 

2.  It  was  intended  that  the  formation  of  the  mofassil  settlement  of 
Perffunnah  Syedpore  and  the  other  Mehals  assigned  for  that  purpose,  the 
collection  of  the  revenues,  and  the  performance  of  the  executive  duties 
should  rest  with  the  IMutwallis.  but  experience  has  demonstrated  that  no 
proper  account  or  appropriation  of  the  funds  can  be  expected  under  this 
system  and  that  the  appointment  of  the  Ameen  virtually  becomes  nugatory. 

3.  The  Board  have  accordingly  directed  Uiibar  Alee  Khan  to  proceed 
to  the  head  cutchery  of  the  pergunnah  for  the  purpose  of  forming  the 
Mofassil  settlement  and  generally  to  superintend  the  affairs  of  the  Estate 
subject,  of  coarse,  to  your  control  and  directions.  He  has  also  been  directed 
to  pay  into  the  Collector's  treasurj-  monthly,  the  amount  of  the  collections 
after  deducting  the  necessary  and  established  charges,  and  the  Collector 
will,  from  time  to  time,  remit  to  the  Collector  of  Burdwan  such  sums  as  may 
lie  required  for  the  expenses  of  the  several  establishments  at  Hooghly. 

4.  You  are  accordingly  desired  to  carry  the  above  arrangement  into 
eftect,  signifying  the  same  to  the  ]\lutwallis  and  the  zemindaree  officers 
and  notifying  to  the  farmers  and  royats  that  no  settlement  will  be  considered 
valid  that  is  not  countersigned  or  in  some  shape  authenticated  by  the  Ameen 
and  that  credit  will  not  he  given  for  any  payments  of  revenue  not  made  in 
the  public  cutchery. 

5.  Under  the  foregoing  arrangement  the  Board  have  no  doubt  that 
the  objects  of  the  endowment  will  be  fully  obtained  and  they  rely  on  your 
cordial  exersions  to  carry  it  into  complete  effect. 

6.  I  am  further  directed  by  the  Board  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a 
letter  from  the  Collector  of  the  19th  of  January,  and  to  say  that  with  refer- 
ence to  the  foreging  instructions  it  nmst  be  obvious  that  the  request  of  the 
^lutwalli  cannot  be  complied  with. 

FOKT    Wll.l.IAM,    BOAKI)    OF    REVENUE. 

The  oth  March  1816. 
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To  .).   v.    \Vai;i),    Ksq., 

Acting  kSocrptary  to  tho  Board  of  Revenue. 

SlK, 

I  have  the  honour  of  acknowledging  the  I'ooeipt  of  j'our  letter  dated 
the  1-lth  instant,  hut  received  yesterday,  detailing  the  instructions  of  the 
Board  regarding  the  estate  of  the  late  Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin. 

2.  The  selection  of  Native  officers  for  conducting  the  business  of  the 
pergunnah  shall,  of  course,  if  still  desired,  be  made  from  those,  who  were 
employed  during  i  he  life  of  the  late  Hajee  ;  though  for  reasons  which  I  sjieci- 
fied  in  my  remarks  when  the  List  of  the  establishments  of  Moshairehdars 
and  amlahs  attached  to  the  Estate  was  submitted,  f  rhought  the  Board  would 
concur  in  opinion  with  me  that  they  had  by  their  faithless  and  improper 
conduct  forfeited  all  right  to  a  continuance  in  their  offices,  and  that  to  secure 
the  full  realization  of  the  resources  of  the  Estate  it  would  for  the  future  be 
expedient  and  necessarj'  to  nominate  persons  wholly  independent  and  uncon- 
nected with  it. 

3.  I  have  before  reported  to  the  Board  that  in  consequence  of  all  the 
papers,  accounts,  and  documents  relating  to  the  Estate  having  been  destroyed 
by  fire,  the  realization  of  the  present  outstanding  balance,  depend  entirely  upon 
the  willingness  of  the  nominal  farmers  and  cultivators  to  discharge  the 
an*ears,  as  yet  I  have  found  them  very  reluctant  to  pay  any  but  of  what  is 
stated  as  due,  though  as  officers  of  the  estate  it  might  have  been  expected 
they  would,  wlien  called  uj^on,  have  evinced  their  readiness  to  adjust  the 
claims  preferred  against  th(Mn.  The  whole  of  the  amlahs  are  farmers,  recip- 
rocally sureties  for  each  other  and  every  one  of  them  considerably  in  arrear 
which,  wiien  demanded  from  the  security  (for  the  servant  and  farmer  lias 
taken  care  to  conceal  himself)  is  invariably'  denied  and  refused  on  the  known 
ground  that  no  document  to  substantiate  the  claim,  can  be  produced.  The 
Estate  is  still  in  arrears  of  revenue  due  to  Government  to  the  amount  of 
Rs.  12,495-3-10.  I  may  be  enabled  to  collect  this  from  the  sums  still  to  b(^ 
realized  for  the  past  year,  but  as  ]  am  by  no  means  certain  or  sanguine  of 
effecting  this  point,  I  wish  to  be  informed  in  what  other  way  those  that  whioh 
the  Board  have  disapproved  of  as  objectionable  and  unusual.  I  can  secure  to 
Government  its  just  dues  for  the  late  Bengal  year  1222. 

4.  By  discharging  those  officers  who  have  so  improperly  behaved 
themselves  and  nominating  others  previously  unconnected  in  every  respect 
with  it,  the  Estate  will  not  be  subjected  to  any  additional  expense,  as  the 
former  not  being  Moshairehdars  when  not  employed  as  officers  on  thi'  duties  of 
collection  can  pi'efer  no  just  claim  t  j  any  further  remuneration  and  a  sufficient 
number  of  them  who  have  not  been  considered  so  culpal)le  can  be  I'etained  to 
afford  all  the  assistance  requisite  for  ascertaining  the  accurate  resources  of 
the  Estate.  Indeed  in  my  firm  opinion  without  an  adh  nvnc.^  -o  this  plan,  I 
shall  l)e  unalile  to  make  the  Mofu^ssilee  settlement  for  the  current  year,  in  any 
way  satisfactory  to  the  Board  or  advantageous  to  the  establishments  apper- 
taining to  the  Estate  ;  an  1  as  the  new  year  has    far  advanced,  it  is   necessary 


the  new  arrangements  should  immediately  be  carried  into  effect,  L  hope  to 
receive  the  Board's  final  instructions  on  this  i)oinf  as  speedily  as  possibly 
convenient. 

Jessore, 
The  27th  May  1816. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant. 

(Sd.)  C.  W.  STEER. 

Acting  Collector, 
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To  J.   P.   Wakd.  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  to  the  Hoard  of  Revenue. 

SiK, 

To  convince  the  lioard  it,  is  utterly  impossible  any  exertions,  howev^er, 
strenuous  on  my  ])ait  can  recover  the  arrears  still  due  to  (xovernment  from 
the  outsianding  halaiices  of  the  past  Bengal  year  1222,  I  bog  leave  to  submit 
to  their  consideration  a  statement  showing  the  Jumma  Wasil  and  Bankee 
accounts  for  1222,  of  tlie  Kstate  of  the  late  Hajee  Muhannnad  Mohsin. 

2.  The  Board  will  perceive  that  the  Gross  Hustabood  or  Rent  Roll  for 
the  past  year  1222  amounted  to  Rs.  1.29,509-3-14-2.  Of  this  the  Mutwallis 
collected  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  1,08,105-3-13—3  and  the  sum  of  Rs.  9,937-4-1 
has  since  their  removal  from  the  trust  been  recovered  by  the  Ameen  and  the 
amlah,  he  left  at  his  departure. 

3.  P'rom  the  Gross  Rent  Roll  is  to  l)e  deducted  between  3,000  and  4,000 
rupees  on  account  of  sei-injamee,  which  has  invariably  been  allowed  to  the 
several  Farmers  as  remission  from  their  Jummas,  and  a  small  amount  for  the 
unauthorized  exaction  of  CuiTumcharee.  after  this  deduction  it  appears  there 
remain  only  Rs.  7,691-2-17  to  discharge  tlie  amount  of  Rs.  1.20,23-11-10  still 
due  to  Government  for  the  past  Bengal  year  1222  ;  therefore,  unless  those 
measures  are  resorted  to  for  the  realization  of  this  arrear  which  I  pointed  out 
in  a  former  letter  on  the  subject.  Government  must  be  subjected  to  a  consi- 
derable loss  of  revenue  for  the  late  year,  for  I  am  not  aware  that  a  poi-tion 
of  the  Estate  can,  under  the  present  circumstances,  be  disposed  of  at  public 
auction. 

4.  I  have  been  assured  by  persons  whom  I  cannot  suppose  interested  to 
deceive  me  that  the  settlement  for  the  cui-rent  year  will  fall  short  consider- 
ably of  the  nominal  Rent  Roll  of  the  past  and  they  ascribe  this  deficiency  as 
likely  to  ensue  from  the  gross  mismanagement  of  the  persons  who  as 
Mutwallis  have  had  the  control  of  the  Estate  ;  they  appear  to  have  been 
totally  unworthy  of  the  trust  and  undoubtedly  incapable  when  they  com- 
mitted the  account  and  collections  of  the  Mehals  comprised  in  it,  to  the  same 
persons  who  as  amlahs  likewise  were  Farmers  and  sureties  for  each  other. 

5.  1  have  also  been  told  that  it  is  not  likely  any  other  persons  than  those 
officers  of  the  Estate  who  held  them  for  the  past  year,  will  venture  to  offer 
for  any  Farm  for  the  current  year  and  that  if  being  officers  they  are  un- 
qualified to  renew  their  engagements  as  Farmers  the  collections  of  the 
Estate  must  be  made  "  Khans."  Many  of  the  officers'  farming  leases  are 
expired.      I  wish  to  know  if  T  am  to  admit  the  continuance  of  them  ? 

6.  As  I  have  been  honoured  as  yet  with  no  reply  to  my  late  address  to 
the  Board  or  as  Naseerulla  Khan  made  his  appearance,  I  have  adopted  no 
further  measures  for  forming  the  mofussil  settlement  for  the  year,  two 
months  of  which  have  now  expired,  than  issuing  a  notiLcation  inviting  all 
tliose  who  are  desirous  of  taking  Farms  to  tender  their  oft'ers  backed  by 
responsible  security  into  this  office,   but  unless   other   more  active  measures 
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are  imnirdiately  adopted,  great  difliculty  will  lio  experienced  in  realising  the 
resources  of  the  Estate  Tor  the  present  j^ear  ;  and  I  am  only  hindered  by  the 
direct  adoption  of  such  measures  by  orders  which  I  daily  have  expected  from 
the  Board  in  reply  to  my  last  address,  wherein  T  strongly  recommended  that 
the  officers  for  collecting  the  rents  for  the  present  year  should  altogether  be 
different  to  those  employed  on  the  duties  of  the  last,  who  by  such  gross  mis- 
conduct had  forfeited  all  right  to  a  continuance  of  employment. 

I  have,  etc., 
(Sd.)  C.  W.  STEER, 
Acting  Collector. 

*         ZiLLAH    JkSSORK, 

The  12th  June  1816. 
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RoAKi)  OF   Rkvknuk. 

MlSCKLI.ANKOrS. 

14th  June  1816. 
Acting  Collector  of  Jessore. 

1  am  directed  by  the  Board  to  acKiiowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  27th  ultimo  and  12th  instant  and  to  communicate  to  you  the  following 
observations  and  instructions. 

2.  The  object  of  the  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Board  in  the 
administration  of  the  aftairs  of  the  Estate  was  (as  you  have  been  apprized) 
to  ensure  the  appropriation  of  the  profits  to  the  purposes  described  in  the 
Towleutnama  (or  deed  of  trust)  executed  by  the  late  Hajee  Muhammad 
Mohsin.  If  this  object  can  be  obtained  through  the  medium  of  the  Mut- 
wallis  the  Board  would  have  no  objection  to  surrendering  the  Estate  again  to 
them  provided  they  agi'ee  to  the  following  stipulations. 

Firstly. — To  liquidate  the  balance  of  the  past  year  with  interest. 

Secondly. — To  commit  the  treasury  to  a  person  appointed  by  the 
Collector. 

Thirdly. — To  submit  to  the  Collector  a  statement  of  the  mofassil  settle- 
ment. 

Fourthly. — To  entertain  only  such  establishment  for  the  collection  of  the 
Revenues  and  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Estate  as  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Collector. 

3.  On  the  Mutsvalli's  agreeing  to  the  foregoing  conditions  you  are 
authorized  to  surrender  the  Estate  to  them  ;  but  if  they  decline  you  will 
retain  charge  of  the  Estate  and  proceed  to  form  the  mofassil  settlement  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible  entertainino-  and  employing  for  the  general  conduct 
of  the  business  of  the  Estate  such  persons  as  you  may  think  proper  not 
exceeding  the  amount  specified  in  the  establishment  which  accompanied  your 
letter  of  the  11th  ultimo. 

4.  Two  modes  for  forming  the  mofassil  settlement  occur  to  the  Board, 
viz.  ;  either  to  apportion  the  Estate  into  small  farms  or  to  hold  it  Khas.  The 
former  is  doubtless  the  safer  and  less  troublesome  mode  and  the  Board 
authorize  you  to  invite  proposals  for  that  purpose  for  a  period  of  >five  years. 
Nevertheless,  if  you  should  be  of  opinion  that  as  high  a  Revenue  could  be 
realized  by  holdino-  the  Estate  Khas.  you  are  authorized  to  adopt  this  mode 
but  j-ou  umst  be  aware  that  the  unremitting  attention  and  vigilance  of  the 
Collector  will  l)e  required  to  ensure  the  due  realization  of  the  Revenue  and 
to  prevent  abuses  and  misappropriation  by  the  numerous  officers  which  must 
be  employed.  In  the  event  of  this  motle  being  adojjted.  it  would,  perhaps, 
be  advisable  to  make  a  settlement  with  the  principal  ryots  of  each  village. 

5.  ^With  respect  to  the  realization  of  the  outstanding  balances  of  the 
past  year  the  Board  are  not  prepared  to  give  any  specific  instructions  further 
than  to  desire  you  will  proceed  against  the  farmers,  their  sureties,  or 
property  in  all  cases  where  they  can   be  discovered,   but   if  no  trace   can   be 
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obtained    of  them  the  arrear  must   be  liquidated  out  of  the   profits    of  the 
current  year. 

6.  Althoucrh  the  immediate  payment  of  the  arrears  due  to  Government 
is  justly  domandable.  nevertheless  on  a  consideration  of  the  unsettled  state 
in  which  the  aLairs  of  the  Estate  have  been  involved  for  these  some  months 
past  the  Board  would  be  disposed  to  accede  to  some  indulgence  of  time  for 
thai^  purpose  not  exce3dinif  six  months,  but  you  will  endeavour  to  effect 
inniK'diate  ]iaynient. 
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To  ,1.  r.  Wahl>,  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  to  the  Bdavd  o£  Revenue. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  tlie  directions  and  orders  communicated  in  your  letter 
of  the  14th  of  last  month,  I  beer  leave  to  acquaint  you  for  the  information  of 
the  Board  cf  Revenue,  that  I  have  this  day  surrendered  the  Estate  late  tiie 
property  of  Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin  to  the  two  Mutwallis  on  their  agree- 
ing to  the  following  stipuLntions  : — 

To  liquidate  the  balance  of  the  past  year  with  interest. 

To  commit  the  treasury  to  a  Khuzanchee  appointed  to  this  office. 

To  submit  to  this  office  a  statement  of  the  mofassil  settlement  and,  to 
entertain  only  such  establishment  for  the  collection  of  the  Revenues  and  the 
management  of  the  afi'airs  of  the  Estate  as  shall  be  approved  by  myself. 

2nd. — I  enclose  for  the  observation  of  the  Board  copies  of  the  following 
papers,  which  previous  to  my  committing  the  Estate  to  the  management  of 
the  Mutwallis.  I  deemed  necessary  to  be  executed,  viz.  : 

Copy  of  a  Purwannah  addressed  to  the  two  Mutwallis. 

Copy  of  their  reply. 

Copy    of   the    Tckrarnamah    or    Engagement    subscribed    to    by    the 

Mutwallis. 
Copy  of  my  Purwannah  detailing  instructions  to  the  Khuzanchee. 
Copj-  of  the  notification  issued  in  consequence  of  these  arrangements. 

3rd. — The  Mutwallis  having  declared  their  entire  inability  to  discharge 
by  an  immediate  payment  the  arrear  due  to  Government  for  the  past  year 
I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  receiving  from  them  an  engagement 
to  pay  the  amount  with  interest  in  six  months.  A  statement  of  the  mofassil 
settlement  will  be  submitted  as  soon  as  formed,  and  a  List  comprising  the 
establishment  of  officers  for  the  collection  of  the  Revenue  and  the  ginieral 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Estate  has  been  made  over  for  their 
guidance. 

4th. — As  the  Revenue  Receipts  of  the  Pergunnah  will  be  under  the 
sole  control  of  the  Collector  it  is  to  be  expected  that  for  the  future  no 
difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  realizing  the  annual  amount  payable  to 
Government,  or  in  ensuring  the  due  appropriation  of  the  profits  to  the 
purposes  described  in  the  Towleutnamah. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Siu, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Sd.)  C,  W.   STEER, 

Acting  Collector. 
Zii,i-AH  J?:ssnRE. 
The  ;»th  July  1816. 
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Board  of  Reven'ue. 

Miscellaneous. 

Acting  Collector,  Jessore. 

I    am  directed  to   acknowledge    the    receipt  of   your    letter  of  the   9tli 
instant  and  of  its  enclosures. 

The  Board  approve  of  your  having  committed  the  management  of  the 
Syedpur  Estate  to  the  Mutwallis  and  of  your  having  allowed  them  the 
period  of  six  months  to  pay  up  the  balances  with  interest. 

(Sd.)   Illegible. 
12th  July  1816. 
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To  J.  P.   Ward,   Plsg.. 

Actinj?  Secretaiy  tn  the  Board  of  Revenue. 
Sir,, 

1  beg  leave  to  state  the  following  circumstances  to  the  Board. 
A  man  of  the  name  of  Mohammad  Ahsin  has  clandestinely  gained  admis- 
sion into  the  cutcheny  of  the  Mutwallis  of  turf  Syedpore.  He  is  a  man  of 
notoriously  bad  character  and  by  advancino;  money  to  Baker  Alee  Khan  has 
gained  so  miich  ascendency  over  him,  that  he  (in  private)  has  the  entire  con- 
duct of  the  Estate  to  the  very  great  detriment  of  it. 

2nd.  Between  this  man  and  my  amlah  the  most  perfect  understanding 
subsists  and  although  it  is  here  notorious,  that  he  pays  them  handsomely  every 
month  and  makes  away  with  large  sums  of  money  that  are  never  properly 
accounted  for,  yet  I  have  nevor  been  able  to  procure  any  of  the  original 
papers  from  the  cutchery  of  the  Mutwallis  as  he  receives  notice  from  my 
amlah  whenever  I  am  about  to  send  a  purwannah,  and  has  people  ready  to 
remove  the  required  documents  or  forge  others  in  their  place. 

3rd.  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  I  only  gained  intelligence  of  his  being  in 
the  cutchery  yesterday  and  think  my  being  kept  in  ignorance  is  a  convincing 
proof  that  my  amlahs  were  in  his  interest. 

I  have  great  difficulty  in  procurinsj  any    documents  from  the  cutchery    of 
the  Mutwallis  and  have  reason  to  believe  that  my  amlahs   throw  every   impe- 
diment in  my  way,    as  I  am  given  to  understand   that  they  are  deeply    imi)li 
Gated  in  receiving  monthly  or  yearly  bi-ibes. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

SiK, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

'Sd.)  Illegible, 
Acting  Collector. 
Z  ILL  AH  Je.ssoke. 
The  7th  September  1816. 
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To  J.  P.   Ward,  Esq., 

Acting  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Revenue. 

SlE, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th  of  this  month 
and  in  reply  to  the  last  paragraph  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  have  already 
issued  -3  parwanahs  to  the  Mutwallis  desiring  them  to  send  in  the  Jumma 
Wasil  Baki  accounts,  but  they  have  not  yet  complied  with  my  orders. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Sd.)    R.    H.    BODDAM, 

Collector. 

ZiLLAH  .i  KSSORE, 

The  23rd  September,  1816. 
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To  J.   P.   Ward,   Esq., 

Acting  Secrotary  to  the  Board  o£  Revenue. 

Sir, 

I  ;mi  sorry  to  bo  obliged  to  state,  that  the  conduct  of  the  Mutwallis 
of  Kt.  Vv.  Syedpore  has  been  contumacious  in  the  extreme  towards  me,  and 
that  my  authority  in  this  zillah  has  hitlierto  been  treated  by  tliem  with  the 
utmost  contempt  ;  I  have  within  this  month  issued  tliree  puvwanalis  to  them 
ordering  thom  to  deliver  in  without  delay  the  Jumma  Wasil  IJakee  accounts 
of  the  present  year  in  conformity  with  the  orders  of  the  Board  of  the  27th 
of  last  month,  but  I  have  hitherto  received  no  answer  from  them,  neither 
could  I  induce  either  of  them  to  come  near  me.  The  Mutvvallis  have 
neglected  to  deliver  in  the  statements  of  the  Mofassil  Bunduliust  for  the 
present  year,  and  although  I  have  written  several  Purwanahs  to  them  on  this 
subject,  they  have  taken  no  notice  whatever  of  them. 

2.  On  reference  to  the  late  acting  Collector's  letter  to  the  Board,  dated 
9th  of  July  1816.  he  states  in  paragraph  ord  having  sent  for  the  guidance  of 
Mutwallis  "a  list  of  the  establishment  of  officers  for  the  collection  of 
revenue  and  general  management  of  the  P^state,"  and  the  name  of  Mohamed 
Ahsun  was  omitted  in  this  list  in  conformity  witli  the  orders  of  the  Board 
under  date  lith  May.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  the  Mutwallis  have 
paid  any  attention  to  the  orders  of  the  late  Collector  on  this  point,  as  I  have 
had  occasion  to  mention  the  name  of  Mohamed  Ahsun  in  a  former  letter  as 
taking  a  very  principal  part  in  the  administration  of  the  P^state. 

3.  I  hope  the  Board  will  pardon  me  for  freely  expressing  my 'opinion 
that  I  he  pi-esent  Mutwallis  Kajub  Alee  Khan  and  Baker  Alee  Khan  are 
totally  unfit  persons  to  be  entrusted  with  the  management  of  the  estate  now 
under  their  charge  and  I  beg  leave  to  state  the  following  circumstances  as 
my  reasons  for  the  above  assertion. 

4.  Rajub  Alee  Khan's  extreme  age  totally  incapacitates  him  from 
taking  any  part  in  the  management  of  the  Estate  ;  he  is  between  70  and  SO 
years  of  age  and  is  not  only  very  infirm  in  body  but  consideraldy  impaired  in 
his  faculties. 

5.  Baker  Alee  Khan  is  a  young  man  of  very  weak  mind  and  unfortu- 
nately of  most  debauched  habits.  It  is  notorious  here  that  his  nights  are  a 
continued  scene  of  profusion  and  drunkenness,  and  in  regard  to  the  affairs  of 
the  testate  he  suffers  himself  to  be  guided  by  any  one  who  will  advance 
money  to  support  his  extravagance. 

6.  The  chief  person,  who  at  present  advises,  and  influences  the  conduct 
of  Baker  Alee  Khan,  is  Munshy  Mohamed  Ahsun,  a  man,  of  whose  noto- 
riously bad  character,  I  believe,  the  Board  is  already  aware.  I  ascribe  the 
contumacious  conduct  of  Baker  Alee  Khan  to  the  influence  of  Mohamed 
Ahsun  joined  with  the  young  man's  want  of  common  capacity. 

7.  Rajub  Alee  Khan  for  the-  reasons  abovementioned,  I  consider  as 
possessing  a  mere  nominal  share  in  the  conduct  of  the  Estate. 
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8.  ]\Iunslii  ]\loliauied  Asbiin  has  li(«l(l  two  Ijarahs  under  the  Mutwallis 
for  iit\irly  four  years,  viz..  turutt"  .louiika  and  Turuff  ^lisrcdiah  to  which 
leaker  Alee  Khan  has  witliin  this  last  year,  added  the  Ijarah  of  Turuff 
Maughora. 

9.  liishonaut  Bhose  and  Nersing  Bhose  are  Benamee  Ijaradars  under 
the  Mutwallis  and  have  been  so  tliree  years.  In  1220  Nersing  Bliose  was 
appointed  Dewan  liy  Baker  Alee  Khan,  and  Biahonaut  Bhose  is  a  kind  of 
Naib  under  him.  These  men  have  filled  situations  that  ought  to  have  been 
held  by  old  servants  of  the  establishment  as  directed  in  the  2nd  paragraph 
of  the  Board's  letter  under  date  14th  of   May  1816. 

10.  For  the  reasons  abovementioned  1  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
under  the  present  management,  the  E«tate  will  fall  into  arrears  every  year, 
and  I  beg  leave  with  due  submission  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  appointing 
some  fit  person,  on  the  part  of  Government  to  take  charge  of  the  Estate, 
I  request  the  Board's  order  on  this  subject. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir. 
Your  most  obedient  servant. 


ZiLLA   JESSORE, 

The  24th  September  1816. 


(Sd.)  R.  H.  BODDAM, 

Acting  Collector. 
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Board  of  Revenue. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  4th  October  1816. 
Acting  Collector,  Jessore. 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  j-our  letter  of  the  23rd 
ultimo  respecting  the  Mutwalli's  having  neglected  to  furnish  the  Jumma 
Wasil  Bakee  accounts  of  the  Syedpur  Estate,  and  to  desire  that  you  will 
inform  them  that  a  daily  fine  will  be  imposed  if  they  do  not  immediately 
furnish  those  papers. 

I  am,  etc., 

(Sd.)  Illegible. 
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Board    of    Revenue. 

Acting  Collector,  Jessore. 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  23rd 
ultimo,  respecting  the  application  made  by  the  Mutwallis  to  remit  to  Hooghly 
Ks.  4,000  for  the  expenses  of  the  Imambarah  at  that  place  and  to  inform  you 
that  the  Board  authorize  you  to  draw  Bill  on  the  Collector  of  Burdwan  for 
the  amount  in  favour  of  Syed  Akbar  Alee  Khan  and  to  charge  it  in  your 
accounts  as  a  remittance  from  your  Treasury. 

I  am,  etc., 

(Sd.)  Illegible. 
4th  October  1816. 
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Board    of    Revenue. 

Miscellaneous. 

R.  H.  BoDDAM.  Esq., 

Acting  Collector,  Jessore. 

The  4th  October  1816. 
Sir. 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  24th 
ultimo  and  to  inform  you  that  the  Board  will  take  into  consideration  the 
expediency  of  forming  some  new  arrangements  for  the  better  management  of 
your  Estate  of  Pergunnah  Syedpore. 

I  have.  etc. 
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The  Board  having  under  consideration  the  late  communications  from  the 
Acting  Collector  of  Jessore  relative  to  tLe  Trust  Estate  of  Pergunnah  Syed- 
pore,  etc..  and  the  endowment  for  the  Imambarah  of  the  late  Salahuddiu 
Mohamed  Khan  together  with  an  Urzee  from  llujub  Alee,  one  of  the  Mutvvallis 
of  the  Imambarah  and  a  second  Urzee  from  Mohamed  Hussanand  other  depen- 
dents of  the  family  are  comi)elled  to  remark  the  ruinous  condition  of  the 
Estate  as  well  with  regard  to  the  interests  of  Government  in  the  Public 
Revenue  therefrom  a  in  the  misappropriation  of  the  remaining  resources  for 
the  purposes  and  services  of  the  Imambarah  and  for  the  support  of  the 
dependents  of  the  late  Hajee  .\luhammad  Mohsin  provided  for  by  the  Towliat- 
namah  of  the  said  Hajee. 

The  Board  purpose  to  review  at  length  the  maladministration  of  the 
♦:rust  by  the  present  Mutwallis  Rujub  Alee  and  Baker  Alee  Khan  and  to 
call  the  attention  of  Government  to  the  imperious  necessity  of  removing  them 
altogether  and  otherwise  providing  for  the  management  of  the  Estate  and  the 
care  of  the  endowment  on  the  principle  of  Regulation  XIX  of   1810. 

But  the  present  state  of  the  Balances  of  Public  Revenue  and  the  tempo- 
rary advance  which  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  make  for  the  celebration 
of  the  Mohorum  at  the  Imambarah  appear  to  require  the  adoption  of 
intermediate  measures  with  greater  promptitude  than  would  be  pursued 
consistently  with  the  requisite  deliberate  examination  of  which  the  variouo 
documents  connected  with  the  case  and  with  the  report  designed  to  be 
submitted  to  Government. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  the  Collector  of  Jessore  l)e  required  to  transmit 
with  the  utmost  practicable  expedition  a  Sudder  Jumma  Wasil  Bakee  account 
of  the  malgoozaree  Estates  of  Syedpore,  etc.,  for  the  kists  of  the  current 
year  1223  (B.  S.)  to  Cartic  inclusive  and  to  insert  at  the  foot  of  the  said 
account  : — 

A  memorandum  of  anterior  tSudder  balances  and  to  report  whether  the 
Mutwallis  (the  recorded  malgoozars  of  the  Estate)  have  already  been  served 
with  a  notice  or  written  demand  for  the  portions  of  instalments  due  on 
account  of  the  revenue  of  the  current  year  (discretionally  authorized  by 
section  II  of  Regulation  XVIII  of  1814)  or  what  mode  may  have  already 
adopted  for  the  realization  of  the  Government  dues. 

Bo.iKD    OF    Revenue. 
The  12th  November  1816. 
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To  K.  HocKE,  Esq., 

Acting  President,  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Revenue. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  copy  of  an  Urzee  from  Gooroopersaud 
Dutt,  Poshker,  on  the  establishment  of  the  management  of  Pergimnali  Syedpore, 
the  Estate  of  the  late  Hajee  Muhanmiad  Mohsin,  now  under  charge  of  the 
Mutwallis  applying  for  a  sum  of  S.  Ks.  163-8  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
the  enclosed  list.  An  order  was  sent  to  Oogoricunt  Ghosal,  the  Treasurer 
appointed  on  ihe  part  of  the  Collector,  to  ascertain  by  a  comparison  with 
former  years'  accounts,  whether  these  sums  were  required  and  whether  the 
sums  said  to  be  due  to  individuals  corresponded  with  the  accounts.  He 
reports  that  they  are  so,  and  I  have  now  to  request  your  Board's  instructions, 
whether  the  Treasurer  on  the  part  of  the  Oollector  is  to  advance  this  sum  or 
not.  The  balance  of  revenue  due  to  Government  for  the  present  year  is 
Rs.  6,038-14  besides  6,668-11-10  is  for  the  past  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  servant. 

(Sd.)     TUCKER. 

CoUectoi-. 

ZiLLAH    JeSSOKE, 

The  13th  November  1816. 


Charges  required  for  the  performance  of  the  Mohorum,  etc.,  at  Moorley 
and  other  stations  subordinate  to  Pergunnah  Syedpore,  the  Estate  of  the  late 
Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin.  now  under  charge  of  the  Mutwallis  : — 


For  Mohorum  expenses  at  Moorley 

Ditto  ditto       at  Kallispore 

Balance  in  full  of  the  charges  ... 
One  for  buckraid 
In  part  nf  61-15-10  the  expenses  tor   Elephant  and 

Illuminations  from  8  Assaur   to  Assin   1223  B.  S. 

to  be  paid  to  Narayan  Modee  ...  ...     2")     0 

In  part  of  100  rupees  the  daily  expenses  supplied  from 
Ditto  ditto  to  Luckhun 

Podar   ...  ...  ...  ...  ...     .50     0 


Ks. 

A. 

75 

8 

10 

0 

85 

8 

3 

0 

Total  ...  S.  Rs.  163     8 


E.  E. 


(Sd.)     TUCKEP., 

Collector, 
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BOAKI)    OF    RkVENUK. 
MiSCKLLANEOUS. 

15th   Noveinhrr   1H16. 

Read  a  letti>r  from  the  CollcL-tor  of  Jessorc  with  enclosure  soliciting  the 
Board's  orders  on  an  application  on  the  part  of  the  Miitwallis  holding  the  Trust 
Estate  of  pergunnah  Syedpore,  etc.,  loft  by  the  latoHajee  Muhammad  Mohsin 
to  sanction  the  defrayment  of  a  charge  of  Rs.  163-8  for  the  performance  of  the 
Mohurrum  ceremonies  at  Moorlee  subordinate  to  Pergunnah  Syedpore,  the  Board 
have  reason  to  believe  that  anyMohorrum  expenses  exclusive  of  those  incurred 
at  and  for  the  Imambarah  of  Salahuddin  JMohamed  Khan  at  Hooghly,  were 
never  sanctioned  by  Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  given 
to  understand  that  these  expenses  whether  nominal  or  real  originated  with 
Baker  Alee  Khan,  one  of  the  present  Mutwallis,  at  all  events  the  Board  are 
of  opinion  that  any  necessary  expenses  appertaining  to  the  endowment  made 
by  Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin,  should  be  proposed  and  (if  sanctioned)  con- 
ducted by  Akbar  Alee  Khan,  to  whose  charge  and  superintendence  the 
application  of  the  resources  for  the  endowment  has  been  comnjitted. 

The  CoUecter  also  reports  that  balances   of  Revenue  due  to  Government 
for    the  present  and    past    year  are    still    outstanding    agamst    the    estates 
to   the    amount    of    Rs.    6,038-14-U    current    kist  )  j^^    19  70"-9-10 
„     6,668-11-10,    past  year     i     ''     "' 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  extent  and  to  take  measures  for  the  realization 
of  the  balances  against  this  Estate,  the  Board  in  their  proceedings  of  the  12th 
instant  required  a  Jumma  Wassil  Bakee  account  from  the  Collector,  though 
that  account  has  not  yet  been  received  the  Board  are  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  information  furnished  by  the  Collector  herein  requires  the  adoption 
of  measures  without  any  delay  to  secure  the  dues  of  Government  as  well  as 
to  prevent  the  fiirther  abuses  of  the  Mutwallis  in  the  execution  of  their  trust 
relative  to  the  endowment  for  the  Imambarah  at  Ho  'jrldy. 

Resolved,  therefore,  that  the  Collector  be  required  to  put  the  estate  of 
Pergunnah  Syedpore,  etc.,  under  immediate  attachment  and  to  invest  Akbar 
Alee  Khan  with  the  charge  of  the  entire  collections  of  the  estate  as  sezawul, 
till  the  Board's  further  orders.  Akbar  Alee  Khan  will  be  directed  by  the 
Board  to  attend  the  Collector  (in  person  as  soon  as  he  can  possibly  be  spared 
from  the  celebration  of  the  Mohorum  at  the  Imambarah  at  Hooghly,  and  till 
then  by  his  Muktear  or  agent)  for  that  purpose,  and  the  rJoUector  is  required 
to  take  prompt  and  sufficient  measures  either  of  his  own  authority  or  by 
application  to  the  Court,  if  necessary,  for  the  complete  admission  of  Akbar 
Alee  Khan  as  sezawul  of  the  attached  estate  for  the  timely  and  faithful  sur- 
render of  all  the  requisite  accounts  and  papers  by  the  Putwaris  or  the  agents 
or  gumustahs  or  other  description  of  persons  employed  by  the  Mutwallis  in 
the  collections. 

Further  resolved  that  the  application  on  the  part  of  the  Mutwallis  by 
by  Gooroopershad  Dutt,  Peshkar,  for  the  Mohorum  expenses  etc.,  of  Moorley 
be  for  the  present  rejected,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  Wajubul  Urz  of  the  said 
Peshkar  be  transmitted  to  Akbar  Alee  Khan  requiring  him  to  report  whether 
in  the  accounts  relative  to  the  endowment  by  Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin,  and 
in  the  shares  apportioned  by  the  Towleutnamah  of  the  said  Hajee,  these 
expenses  were  regularly  defrayed  or  ever  contemplated. 
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An  Euglissh  ti-aiislation  of  the  Sdiiinl  dated  the  I'ltli  NovendxM-  1816 
granted  by  the  Hoard  of  Revenue  to  Syed  Akbar  Alee  Khau  ajipointing  him 
as  Atneen  to  take  charge  of  the  Syedpore  Estate  and  the  Institution  at 
Hooghly. 


The  victorious  Em- 
pepop  Shah  Alum, 
yeap  14,  The  devoted 
English  Company, 

Dewan  of  Soobas 
Bengal,  Behar  and 
Opissa.  Seal         of 

Boapd  of  Revenue. 


To  the   Eminent  Sj'ed   Akbar  Alee   Khan,   Ameen   of  the  Eniaiubarah  of 
Merza  Salauddin  Mohanied  Khan  deceased,  may  Health  attend  you  : — 

As  a  considerable  degree  of  derangement  and  irregularity  has  obtained 
in    the    collection   of   rent   of  Pergunnah  Syedpore,    and    so   for    the    jMehals 
appertaining   to  the  above  mentioned   Emambarah   and   in  the  realization  of 
the  Government  rent  thereof  and  large  sums   of  Government  Revenne  having 
fallen  in  arrears  for  the  present  and  past  years,  an  order  has  been  issued  by  the 
exalted  Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Collector  of  Zillah  Jessore, 
directing  that  the   said    Mehals  be  attached,   and  the  rent   thereof  collected 
by  Goverrment    officers    in    consequence    of    such    arrears    of    Government, 
and    an    order   has  likewise    been    passed  to   make    over  to  you    as  suzzaul, 
the  collection  and  realization  of   the  revenues  of  the  whole   of  the  aforesaid 
mehals  until  further  orders,  and  an    order  is  issued  to  the  Collector  of  zillah 
Jessore  on  the  subject  of  your  taking  possession  of  the  above  written  mehals, 
and    taking    charge    of   the    requisite   papers     belonging   to    collection  from 
Putwaris  or  Gomostahs  or  any  others  who  hold  authority  from  the  Mutwallis 
It  behoveth  you  to  wait  upon  the    Collector    of    Zillah  Jessore    after  the  ten 
days  of  the  Mohorrum  and    the  completion    of   the  business  thereof    without 
delay,  to  take  possession  of   the  mehals  and   strictly  attend    to  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  collection  and   realization  and    keep  the  tenants  and  cultiva- 
tors contented  and  thankful  by  peaceable  measures,   and   put    the  mehals  in 
such  regularity  and  order  that   the  payment  of  the  Government    revenue  and 
management  of  all  the  concerns  may  be  perfectly  etFected  conformably  to  the 
Towleatnamah  of  the  late  Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin,  without  any  derangement 
taking  place,  and  if  you  cannot   proceed  to   the  aforesaid  Collector    in   conse- 
quence   of    urgent    business    of  the    ten    days  of  Mohorrum   you   will  keep  a 
Mukhtarcar  or  a  Gomostha  on  your  part  in  attendance  upon  that    gentleman. 
A  petition  of  Goorooprosad  Dutt,  Peshkar,  on  the  part  of  the  Mutwallis  of  the 
Emambara,  transmitted  with   the  report  of  the  aforesaid    Collector,    praying 
for  the   sum    of    one    hundred   and  sixty    three    rupees    and    eight    annas  lo 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  Mohorrum  at  Moorley  in  Pergunnah  Syedpore  having 
been  at  present  received  by  the  Presence  ;  a  copy  of  it  is  sent  enclosed  in  thio 
purwanah,    it    behoveth    you    to   ascertain  from    the    accounts  of    past  years 
of   the    time    of   Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin,  deceased,  and  from  the    contents 
of  the  Towliatnamah  whether  the    aforesaid   sum    has  been  of  before  fixed  for 
the  expense  at  Moorely,  and  report  the  circumstances  thereof  in  detail  for  the 
information  of  the  Presence  with  all  expedition.     Consider  this  to  be  express. 

A  true  translation, 

(Sd).   Illegible. 
Date  the  15th  of  November  1816  Christian  year. 
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To  R.   RocKE,   Esq., 

Acting  President,  and  Monibors  of  the  Board  ot  Revenue. 
Gentlkmkn, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowleage  the  receipt  of  your  acting 
(Secretary's  letter  of  the  12th  instant  annexing  copy  of  your  Board's  rosolu- 
tions  relative  to  the  administration  of  the  Ti-ust  Estate  of  Kt.  Pergunnah 
Sj'edpore.  and  directing  nie  to  submit  with  all  practicable  expedition  a  Sudder 
Jumma  Wasil  Bakee  account  of  the  Malgoozaree  Estates  of  Syedpore,  etc., 
for  the  kist  of  the  current  Bengal  year  1223  and  a  memorandum  of  anterior 
Sudder  Balances  also  to  report  whether  a  written  demand  for  the  portions  of 
instalments  due  on  account  of  the  revenue  of  the  current  vear  liad  been 
served  on  the  ^lutwallis  (the  recorded  proprietors  of  the  estate)  or  what 
other  mode  adopted  for  the  realization  of  the  Government  dues. 

2.  On  receipt  of  the  above  resolutions,  viz.,  tha  l.oth  instant,  I  issued 
orders  to  the  Mutwallis  to  furnish  me  immediatley  with  a  Jumma  Wasil 
Bakee  account  of  the  Estate  in  detail  up  to  Kartick  of  the  present  year.  I 
only  received  the  accounts  this  morning  and  I  have  now  the  honour  to  submit 
for  your  Board's  information  an  abstract  of  them  (No  l)  in  English  and 
Bengalee,  a  translation,  or  indeed  a  copy  of  the  whole  would  have  consumed 
too  much  time  and  the  abstract  appeared  to  afford  every  requisite  information. 
By  this  account  your  Board  will  perceive  that  the  demands  from  the  taluk- 
dars,  farmers,  etc.,  to  the  end  of  Kartick  amounts  to  S.  Rs.  74,818-9-1  of 
which  S.  Rs.  51.728-4  is  said  to  have  been  collected  and  the  remainder,  viz., 
Rs.  23,090-5-1  is  still  due. 

3.  Number  2  is  a  Sudder  Jumma  Wasil  Bakee,  or  an  account  of  the 
Government  demand  and  receipts  from  the  Estate  for  the  kists  of  the  present 
year  1223  to  the  end  of  Kartick  at  the  foot  of  which  I  have  noted  the  balance 
still  due  to  Government  for  the  past  year.  1  thought  it  advisable  to  send 
both  these  accounts  that  your  Board  might  be  in  possession  of  the  actual 
collections  from  the  Estate  as  well  as  the  portions  of  revenue  paid  to  Govern- 
ment. On  enquiry  I  do  not  find  that  any  written  demand  was  made  by  the 
late  Acting  Collector  on  the  recorded  proprietors  of  the  Estate  for  the  portions 
of  instalments  due  on  account  of  revenue  for  the  current  year,  nor  can  I  now 
ascertain  what  measures  were  adopted  with  a  view  of  realizing  the  Govern- 
ment dues.  Your  Board,  however,  will  perceive  that  since  my  letter  of 
the  leSth  instant  the  balance  for  the  current  year  has  been  reduced  to 
Rs.  1,836-2. 

4.  Account  No.   3   is   submitted   to  explain   in   what   manner  the   sums 

stated   in    No.    1    to    have  been    collected    in    the    present   year    have    been 

expended. 

1  liave  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant. 


(Sd.)  TUCKER. 

Collector. 


ZiLLAH    JeSSORE, 

The  22nd  November  1816. 
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To  R.    RocKE,  Esq., 

Acting  President,  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Revenue. 

Gentlkmen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  tlie  i-eceipt  of  your  acting  Secre- 
tary's letter  of  the  15tli  instant  annexing  a  copy  of  your  Board's  resolutions. 
On  a  perusal  of  my  address  of  tlie  13th  instant  in  which  I  am  informed  of  the 
appointment  of  Akhav  Alee  Khan  as  sezawul  to  the  Trust  Estate  of  Kt.  Pr. 
Syedpore.  and  I  am  desired  to  attach  the  same  forthwith  and  to  take  such 
efficient  and  prompt  measures  as  I  may  deem  necessary  to  ensure  a  faithful 
and  timely  delivery  of  the  zemindary  papers  and  accounts  and  the  attendance 
of  the  Patwaris,  Gomustas,  Agents,  etc.,  on  Akbar  Alee's  arrival,  to  take 
charge  of  the  Estate,  for  which  purpose  he  would  be  directed  to  attend  me 
in  person,  as  soon  as  he  could  be  spared  from  superintending  the  celebration 
of  the  Mohorum  at  Salahuddin  Mohamed  Khan's  Immabarah  at  Hooghly  and 
in  the  mean  time  by  his  Mooktar  or  Agent. 

2.  I  have  now  the  honour  to  report  that  on  a  consideration  of  the 
delay  which  is  likely  to  occur  ere  the  arrival  of  Akbar  Alee  Khan  and 
to  avoid  the  difficulties  which  a  circulation  of  these  oi'ders  in  the  Mofassil 
previous  to  their  execution  would  inevitably  produce  at  the  same  time  that 
I  proclaimed  the  attachment  of  the  estate  and  the  appointment  of  Akbar 
Alee  as  sezawul,  I  deputed  a  respectable  man  to  proceed  to  the  head 
cutchery  of  the  P^state  at  Moorley  to  attach  all  the  papers  therein  and 
place  them  under  his  seal.  I  likewise  issued  a  notification  to  the  raiyats, 
talukdars,  farmers,  etc.,  prohibiting  them  to  pay  any  further  revenue 
to  the  late  Mutwallis  or  their  agents  or  any  one  else,  until  further 
orders.  1  issued  orders  also  to  Oogoorkauntha  Ghosal,  the  Treasurer,  on 
the  part  of  the  Collector,  desiring  him  not  to  advance  any  sums  of  money 
without  further  orders  and  to  remit  what  he  had  in  hand  to  the  Treasury. 
1  herewith  enclose  copies  of  my  proceedings  and  the  several  purwanahs 
I  issued  on  the  occasion  for  your  Board's  entire  information,  and  I  am  hajipy 
to  say  that  Sheikh  Rumzan  has  attached  all  the  zemindary  accounts  in  the 
cutchery  at  Moorley  which  he  lodged  in  three  chests,  the  keys  of  which  are  in 
my  possession  ;  so  that  1  trust  Akbar  Alee  on  his  arrival  will  meet  with,  but 
few  impediments  in  taking  charge  of  his  trust  and  proceediivj,-  to  realize  the 
outstanding  arrears.  I  beg  to  be  informed  if  I  am  to  deliver  up  these  papers 
to  Akbar  Alee's  Mukhteai",  and  submit  the  collections  of  the  Kstate  to  him,  or 
whetiier  I  am  to  wait  the  arrival  of  Akbar  Alee  in  person  for  this  purpose, 
and  further  whether  Akbar  Alee  is  to  execute  the  usual  engagements  required 
from  sezawuls  on  such  occasions. 

No.  1,  copy  of  a  I'oobookaree  of  this  office,  dated  the  23rd  instant. 

No.  2,  copy  of  a  purwanah   to  Baker  Alee  Khan. 

No.  3,  copy  of  purwanah  to  Sheikh   Rumzan  to  attach  the  papers  in  the 
cutchery  at  Moorley. 

No.  4,  copy   of  purwanah  to  Oogoorkunt  Ghosal,  Treasurer,  on   Jie  part 
of  the  Collector. 
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No.    5,    copy    of    Ishtehar   to   the    Taluqdars,   Farmers,  etc.,  prohibiting 
thoir  paying  revenue  to  any  one  for  the  present. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  servant. 

(Sd.)  TUCKER, 

Collector. 

ZiLLAH  JESSORE, 

The  25th  November  1816. 
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Board  of  Revenue. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  29th  November  1816. 

Collector,  Jessore. 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  22nd  and 
25th  instant  with  their  enclosures,  and  to  inform  you  thnt  the  Board  approve 
the  measures  which  you  have  adopted  to  carry  into  etitct  their  resolutions  of 
the  15th  instant. 

As  the  festival  of  the  Mohoruni  is  nearly  at  a  close  the  Boai'd  desire  that 
you  will  await  the  arrival  of  Akhar  Alee  and  submit  to  liini  the  collections  of 
the  Estate. 

The  Board  desire  that  you  will  call  upon  Akbar  Alee  to  execute  the  usual 
engagements  as  are  required  from  sezawuls. 

I  am,  etc., 

(Sd.)    Illegible. 
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To   K.   RocKK,  KsQ., 

Acting  President,  and  Menil)ers  of  the  Hoard  uf  Revenue. 
Gentkemen, 

I  do  myself  tlie  honour  to  enclose  for  your  Board's  perusal  copy 
of  a  Wajibul  Arz  presented  to  me  by  Akbar  Alee,  sezawal  of  the  Trust  Estate 
of  Kt.  Pr.  vSyedpore.  I  enclose  also  a  translation  of  those  paragraphs  in  it 
marked  with  red  ink,  which  I  conceived  it  necessary  to  refer  for  your  Board's 
consideration  and  opinion,  previous  ro  making  any  reply  on  the  subject  of 
them  to  Akbar  Alee.  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  offering  my  sentiments  on  the 
several  points  alluded  to  in  the  Arzee  and  how  far  the  proposals  exhibited  by 
Akbar  Alee  may  be  acceded  to  with  justice  and  propriety. 

2.  The  first  paragraph  (of  the  translation)  complains  of  the  want 
of  fixed  Putwaries  or  Currumcharies  and  points  out  the  inconvenience  to  the 
offices  of  Government  and  loss  to  which  the  Estate  is  liable  on  this  account. 

3.  As  the  salaries  of  Putwaries  must  be  considered  under  the  head  of 
expenses  of  collections  and  as  such  defrayed  from  the  produce  of  the  Estate, 
I  can  discern  no  objection  to  their  being  appointed  in  every  village  by 
Government  and  I  need  not  enlarge  on  the  facility  which  this  measure  will 
afford,  to  the  officers  employed  in  the  collections  nor  of  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  it  in  cases  where  a  prosecution  for  arrears  of  revenue  may 
become  necessaiy. 

4.  The  second  paragraph  notices  the  decrease  in  the  jumma  of  several 
places,  and  this  without  any  ostensible  cause,  and  at  the  same  time  discloses 
a  scene  of  fraud  which  could  only  be  successfully  pursued  by  persons  holding 
situations  on  the  establishment  and  farms  at  tlie  same  time. 

5.  The  success  of  such  schemes,  is  also  much  facilitated  by  the 
Putwaries  being  the  servants  of  the  farmers  and  entirely  dependent  on  them. 
Your  Board  have  already  (in  your  Acting  Secretary's  letter  of  the  1-ith  May 
last)  prohibited  the  officers  attached  to  the  institution  holding  farms,  on 
pain  of  dismissal  from  their  situations,  but  these  orders  are  evaded  by  taking 
farms  in  fictitious  names,  neither  have  they  given  security  for  their  regular 
attendance  as  directed  in  the  above  letter.  In  my  opinion,  these  people 
should  not  be  allowed  to  be  concerned  directly  or  indirectly  in  any  manner 
or  under  any  denomination  in  the  revenues  of  the  Estate.  If  they  arc  allowed 
in  this  underhand  manner  to  retain  possession  of  their  farms,  ihe  Estate 
must  eventually  be  ruined,  for  the  persons  on  whom  we  are  unavoidably 
obliged  to  depend  to  preserve  its  resources  are  those  who  are  to  profit  by 
their  diminution. 

6.  Under  these  circumstances  Akbar  Alee  recommends  a  thorough 
measurement  of  the  Estate.  This  certainly  would  be  an  effectual  method 
oi  detecting  the  appropriations  of  the  farmers  and  bringing  forward,  the 
whole  of  the  resources  on  the  rent  roll  of  the  Estate,  nor  does  it  appear  r,o 
me  to  be  objectionable,  if  due  attention  be  paid  to  any  documents  which  may 
•be  produced   in  support   of  claims   to    hold  any  portion  or  portions  of  land  at 
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;i  tixed  rent.  1  know  of  no  regulation  which  r()rl)ids  indiscriminately,  the 
proprietor  of  an  Estate  to  demand  an  increase  on  the  preceding  year's  jumma 
from  hia  ryots  ;  on  the  contrary  rules  are  laid  down  in  the  regulations 
showing  how  an  increase  is  to  be  demanded  from  a  cultivator  or  tenant.  By 
section  XI,  Regulation  V  of  1812  these  powers  are  extended  to  sequestrators 
on  the  part  of  Government. 

7.  Under  the  present  deficiency  of  information  ret^arding  the  internal 
management  of  the  Estate,  and  of  the  tenures  by  which  the  several  occu- 
pants hold  their  landis  I  think  an  immediate  recourse  to  measurement  might 
be  objectionable,  and  in  the  advanced  period  of  the  current  year,  certainly 
improper  as  a  retrospective  measui-e,  though  the  Mutwallis  having  failed  to 
make  the  mofassil  settlement  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Collector  as 
directed  by  your  Board  and  agreed  to  by  them,  would  fully  authorize  it. 
Nevertheless  it  would,  in  several  cases,  draw  punishment  on  the  innocent  ; 
it  would  be  punishing  the  ryots  for  the  misconduct  of  the  Mutwallis. 
Where  a  settlement  has  been  made  by  farm  this  objection  does  not  hold 
good,  the  farmer  will  take  his  full  rent  from  the  ryot,  and  as  has  been 
shown,  may  be  supposed  to  have  concurred  with  and  participated  in  the 
misconduct  of  the  Mutwallis.  Previous,  however,  to  proceeding  to  a  measure- 
ment of  the  talooks,  I  think,  it  would  be  advisable  to  call  upon  the  several 
proprietors  to  produce  the  documents  under  which  they  hold  their  talooks, 
when  it  can  be  ascertained  what  claims  they  may  have  to  hold  them  at  a 
fixed  jumma. 

8.  The  third  paragraph  complains  of  the  Mutwallis'  holding  talooks  in 
a  fictitious  name  at  a  jumma  much  below  their  mofassil  produce  notwith- 
standing which  they  are  considerably  in  balance.  I  think  the  method  adopted 
by  Akbar  Allee  in  this  case  strictly  proper  ;  it  is  only  exerting  the  power 
of  all  proprietors  of  land,  to  attach  the  lands  of  their  under-tenants  for 
arrears,  but  he  should  publicly  proclair/;  them  under  Khans  management. 
If  the  Mutwallis  can  substantiate  their  claims  to  the  Talook  at  the  Jumma 
recorded  in  the  zemindary  papers  then  they  will  be  entitled  to  a  restitution 
of  the  excess  beyond  that  amount,  collected  from  the  talook  after  deducting 
the  expenses  of  collections. 

9.  I'he  fourth  paragraph  complains  of  a  sum  of  neai-ly  7,000  rupees 
having  been  remitted  to  Nursing  Bose  and  Moonshy  Ahsin  in  the  engage- 
ments entered  into  by  them  for  their  farms,  on  account  of  debts  due  to 
them  from  the  Mutwallis  and  requesting  to  know  your  Board's  decision 
respecting  the  validity  or  otherwise  of  these  engagements.  They  were 
submitted  to  your  Board's  consideration  in  the  late  acting  Collector's 
letter  of  the  2nd  ultimo,  but  no  reply  on  these  particular  cases  has  been 
received. 

10.  It  ajtiiears  to  me  necessary  in  the  first  place  to  ascertain  what 
places  are  farmed  under  these  engagements,  because  if  there  should  be 
talooks  l)elonging  to  the  ■Mutwallis.  they  are  certainly  at  liberty  to  make 
whatever  settlement  of  them  most  conducive  to  their  own  convenience, 
being  themselves  answerable  only  for  the  Jumma  at  which  they  stand 
recorded.  I  would,  tlierefore,  recommend  previous  to  passing  final  orders 
on    this    subject   that   the    Mutwallis    be    called   upon    to    show    what  lands 
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tliey  havi'  lanncil  out.  uiulor  these  engagoinents  and  the  right  hy  wliich 
they  conceive  themselves  authorized  to  niako  these  reservations  in  the 
Jumnia  of  such  Lands. 

11.  Akhar  Alee  has  not  shown  tl>e  necessity  which  exists  to  warrant 
the  adoption  of  the  measure  i)ropo8ed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fourth 
paragraph,  though  I  learn  from  him  in  conversation,  that  he  alludes  parti- 
cularly to  the  evident  symptoms  of  collusion  in  the  settlements  with  the 
farmers  pnd  the  absence  of  their  cobooleats  and  securities.  How  far  the 
adoption  of  his  proposal  is  warranted  on  the  first  of  these  two  reasons, 
under  the  existing  Regulations  particularly  section  IV  of  Regulation  V  of 
1812.  I  find  it  difficult  to  determine,  but,  if  considered  on  these  grounds 
that,  the  ^lutwallis  have  exceeded  their  powers  in  concluding  these  settle- 
ments without  the  concurrence  of  the  Collector,  I  think  it  but  just  and 
proper.  It  would  also  appear  just  and  reasonable  that  they  should  be  depriv. 
ed  of  their  farms  unless  their  cubooleats  and  securities  are  forthcoming^ 
Without  these  the  revenues  will  be  in  jeopardy  indeed,  it  would  seem 
whether  they  exist  or  not,  that  they  are  not  to  be  found  amongst  the 
papers  attached  by  nae  in  the  cutchery  at  Moorely.  I  have  issued 
orders  to  Baker  Alee  the  remaining  Mutwalli  to  deliver  them  up 
immediately,  if  in  his  possession  or  otherwise  to  account  for  them.  If 
however,  the  leases  cannot  be  annulled  and  the  cobooleats  and  sureties 
of  the  farmers  should  not  be  forthcoming  the  onlj'  method  left  is  to 
bring  them  all  under  Khans  management,  and  to  this  I  conceive  there 
can  be  no  objection.  I  do  not  see  what  the  undertenant  has  to  fear  from  a 
summary  suit  in  either  case.  If  the  farmer's  leases  are  annulled  this 
preserves  him  from  their  demand,  and  if  the  farms  are  attached,  the 
farmer  is  deprived  of  all  authority  d'iring  the  attachment,  or  power  of 
interfei-ing  with  the  collections. 

12.  With  regard  to  the  last  paragraph  of  Akbar  Alee's  ai'zee  I  do  not 
feel  at  all  competent  to  give  any  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  I  am  totally 
unaware  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  accusation  rests  ;  I  shall,  therefore 
leave  it  entirelj^  for  the  con^deration  of  your  Board. 

13.  I  shall  add  nothing  further  to  this  address  though  I  have  much 
to  submit  to  your  Board  relative  to  the  line  of  conduct  to  be  adopted  by 
Akbar  Alee  in  his  future  management  of  the  Estate  and  trust  committed  to 
his  charge,  which,  however,  will  more  properly  form  the  subject  of  a 
separate  address. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Sd.;  TUCKER, 

Collector. 
ZiLLAH    Jessoke, 

The  19th  December  1816. 


Translation  of  extracts  from  an  arzee  delivered  by  Akbar  Alee  : — 
1.     It  appears  that  neither  in  the  villages,  talooks   or  farms  are  there 
any  Putwai-ies  otherwise  called  currumcharies,  on  the  part  of  the  zemmdar 
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or  the  Government  but  the  farmers  use  their  own  dependf^its  in  this  employ- 
ment, and  receive  remissions  in  their  jumma  for  the  expense  they  are 
subject  to  on  this  account,  ovvi\ig  to  this  circumstance  it  is  that,  the  mofassil 
papers  are  not  forthcoming,  and  it  renders  it  difficult  for  the  servants  of 
Government,  in  any  case  which  may  be  pending,  to  give  the  required 
particulars  as  to  the  land  and  jumma  demandable  from  it.  It  appears, 
therefore,  advisable  that,  currumchariea  should  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
Government,  and  receive  their  sunnuds  and  salaries  from  the  Hozoor. 

2.     The    Mutwallis    have    not    been    able    to   make    the    settlement    of 
Turufs    Gowaldah.    Zumeereah    and    Dobacolah.    owing    to    their    reputed 
insufficiency  of  assets  notwithstanding  the  remission   allowed  for  serinjamee. 
To  illustrate  this    for  example   Turuf  Gowaldah    was  farmed  by  a  person  in 
1217  at  a  jumma  of  1,830  rupees,  but  at  present  it  is  with  great  difficulty  that 
any  one  can  be  prevailed  on  to  take  the  same  farm  for  1,500  rupees  and  if  it  is 
attached,  the  expenses,  etc.,  deducted,  it   will  not  yield   that  sum  and  on 
enquiry  there  do  not  appear  any  reasons  which  have  not  always  existed,  by 
which  this  falling  off  can  be   accounted  for  ;  but  it  appears  that,   the   farms 
in  this  Estate,  are  almost  entirely  engrossed  by  officers  on  the  establishment 
and  owing  to  their  influence  and   authority   which  they  derive  from   their 
situations,  combining   with  the    rj-ots,   they  have  appropriated  to  themselves 
a  considerable  quantity  of  the   lands  in   their  farms.     Having  done  this,  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  j^ear  they  give  to  the   several   ryots   a    Jumabandy  of 
the  lands  held  by  each  at  a  rate  much  below  their  actual  produce  so  that  in 
the  event  of  a  new  person   engaging   for  the  farm  and   wishing  to   collect 
agreeably  to   the   original  full  jumma,    the   ryots    produce    the    last    year's 
accounts  and  refuse  to  pay   any  increase  on  them.     Thus  foreseeing  even- 
tually probable  loss  and  present  certain  trouble  and   inconvenience,   no  new 
person  is  willing  to  stand  forward   as  candidate  for  a  farm.      Under  these 
circumstances  a  settlement    with  the   old  farmer  becomes  unavoidable,  at  a 
decreased  jumma.     It  appears  to  me  that  this  plan  is   verj-  objectionable  and 
at  the  same    time  it  is  impossible   to  reclaim  the   original  full  jumma,  and 
prepare  accounts  of  it  such  as  would  be  approved   by  the   court  unless   by  a 
complete  measurement  of  the     whole  Estate.     Owing  to  all  these  circums- 
tances and  the  want  of  former  year's  accounts,  the  mofassil  jumma  has  yearly 
decreased. 

3.  In  the  taluk  which  the  ^lutwallis  have  made  for  themselves  under 
a  fictitious  narue,  subsequent  to  the  endowment  and  execution  of  the 
Towleatnamah  by  the  late  Hajee  Muhammad  at  a  Sudder  jumma  of 
Rs.  12.573-15  the  mofassil  produce  of  which  is  Rs.  17,30'J-8  there  is  notwith- 
standing this  profit  a  balance  for  1222  up  to  Aughun  1223  of  Rs.  8,481-3-15. 
To  ensure  the  realization  of  the  revenue.  I  have  taken  securit^^  from  the 
Kutkeendar  of  that  taluk  and  he  at  present  pays  his  revenue  into  my 
cutchery.  If  through  the  apprehension  of  the  Mutwallis  instituting  a  summary 
suit  against  him,  on  the  strength  of  the  engagements  entered  into  by  him 
with  them,  he  should  decline  to  continue  to  nay  his  revenue  at  mj'  cutchery  ; 
there  is  no  means  left  to  secure  the  regular  payment  of  the  revenue  but  to 
attach  the  taluk.  The  Mutwallis  have  not  made  the  mofassil  bundobust 
agreeably  to  their  engagements  with  Government  ;  therefore,  it  cannot  be 
sanctioned  by  the  court. 
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4.  Nursing  Hhose  and  Muiishy  Assaun  possess  farms  in  the  above  taluk 
and  other  parts  of  the  Kstate,  to  the  amount  of  about  20,000  rupees.  In 
their  Doul  and  Pattahs  there  is  a  remission  of  nearly  7,000  rupees  on  account 
of  the  debts  due  to  them  by  the  Miitwallis,  and  farther  for  the  remainder, 
Bissonath  Bhose  snd  Munshy  Assaun.  are  themselves  their  own  sureties. 
The  late  Acting  Collector  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  above  Douls  to  the 
Board  ;  what  orders  may  have  been  received  please  to  inform  me.  To  ensure 
the  realization  of  the  revenue  it  is  necessaiy  that  the  Kutkeenadars,  etc.. 
should  be  require  1  to  enter  into  engagements  to  pay  their  revenue  into  the 
Sudder  Treasury  ;  but  they  are  afraid  of  being  called  upon  to  pay  both 
parties  ;  if  they  are  assured  by  Government  that  in  the  event  of  a  summary 
suit  being  decreed  against  them,  the  sum  taken  in  excess  will  be  restored 
to  them  ;  they  can  have  no  further  objection  and  will  pay  their  revenue  into 
the  Sudder  cutchery. 

5.  I  am  directed  in  my  sunud  to  appropriate  two  of  the  nine  shares 
agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  the  Towleutnamah,  for  the.  support  of  the  Mutwal- 
lis  ;  but  from  the  papers  which  are  preserved  and  from  the  complaints  of 
several  people  attached  to  the  endowment  I  undei'stand  that  the  Mutwallig 
have  misappropriated  larjie  sums  from  the  remaining  seven  shares  ( three 
of  vhich  were  set  apart  for  the  expenses  of  tlie  Imamabarah  at  Hooghly 
and  four  for  the  expenses  of  the  servants,  etc.,  attached  to  the  Estate ),  and 
in  other  respects  greatly  abused  the  trust  committed  to  their  charge. 

6.  Rajub  Alee  is  dead  and  Baker  Alee  is  not  confirmed.  It  is,  there- 
fore, necessary  to  attach  the  two  shares  ordered  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
Mutwallis,  until  these  misappropriations  shall  have  been  enquired  into, 
otherwise  the  rights  of  poor  individuals  will  be  lost  and  even  withholding 
these  two  shares  the  expenses  of  the  Imambarah  can  scarcely  be  defrayed 
the  profits  of  the  Estate  are  now  so  trifling. 

A  true  translation. 

(Sd.)  TUCKER, 

Collector. 


37 


38 


To 

The  Collector  of  Jessore. 
I   aui  directed   to  acknowledge   the  receipt    of  your  letter    of  the   19th 
instant  covering  copy  of   a   petition   presented  to  you   by  Akbar    Alee   Khan 
i-elative  to  the   Syedpore   Estate  and  to  communicate  to  you   the  following 
observations  and  orders  of  the  Board  on  the  subject. 

2.  ]n  oi-der  to  proceed  agreeably  to  the  regulations  to  enforce  the 
appointment  of  Patwaries  the  Board  conceive,  the  sezwal  should  furnish 
you  with  a  list  of  the  several  villages  in  the  Estate  to  which  those  officers  o£ 
account  have  been  appointed  as  required  by  clause  2,  section  62,  Regulation  8 
of  1793,  and  a  list  of  such  villages  as  have  nominal  Patwaries,  actual  depend, 
ents  of,  or  coUusively  connected  with  the  fai-mer  to  produce  fabricated  or 
incomplete  accounts.  The  Board  are  also  of  opinion  that  you  should  as- 
certain from  your  recoi'ds  whether  the  appointment  of  these  nominal  persons 
to  the  office  of  Patwaree  had  been  duly  reported  as  pi'escribed  by  the  clause 
above  quoted. 

3.  In  cases  where  no  Patwaries  have  been  appointed  the  sezawal,  as  the 
Estate  is  under  attachment,  may  undoubtedly  with  your  sanction  appoint 
these  officers  and  defray  their  expenses  or  salaries  from  the  gross  collections 
as  a  part  of  he  Dhee  Khurcha,  where  nominal  Patwarees  have  been  appoint- 
ed, and  they  have  refused  to  produce  all  or  any  accounts  relating  to  the 
produce  of  the  lands  collections  and  charges  of  the  villages,  the  accounts  of 
which  may  Ije  (or  should  be)  kept  by  them  respectively,  and  to  furnish  any 
explanation  and  information  that  may  be  required  of  them,  you  should,  the 
Board  conceive,  apply  to  the  court  to  commit  the  Patwarees  until  they 
produce  them  and  on  default  of  production  or  if  produced  the  accounts  should 
be  found  to  be  altered,  faljricated  or  otherwise  coUusively  or  designedly 
erroneous,  the  court  wdl  doubtless  order  the  dismissal  of  the  said  ))ersons, 
whether  Patwarees  or  Agents  under  section  8,  Regulation  1  of  1801,  and  the 
sezawal  then,  may  after  such  procedure  appoint  other  Patwaries  for  the  time 
being  or  permanently. 

4.  The  Board  fully  concur  in  opinion  with  you  that  persons  having 
situations  on  the  establishment  sliould  not  be  allowed  to  hold  farms,  or  to  be 
conceived  dii-eetly  or  indirectly  in  the  revenue  of  the  Estates.  The  Board 
desire  that  you  will  call  upon  the  sezawal  for  a  list  of  persoas  who  may  have 
such  farms  together  with  the  date  and  description  of  their  tenures,  and  oa 
your  further  report  on  this  point  tjie  Board  will  be  disposed  to  give  full  effect 
to  their  ordei'S  of  the  14th  of  May  last  alluded  to  by  you. 

5.  By  section  4.  Regulation  V  of  1812  all  leases  that  can  be  satisfac- 
torily established  to  be  collusive,  may  be  annulled  witliin  the  year  by  a 
summary  suit  in  court.  How  far  sucli  a  mode  of  procedure  might  be  benefi- 
cial or  expedient  at  the  present  season,  the  Board  do  not  on  the  information 
at  present  before  them  feel  com])etent  to  determine  ;  should  you  consider  it 
advisal)le  to  adopt  the  measure  the  Boanl  will  expect  to  receive  from  you  a 
more  full  explanation  on  the  subject.  They,  however,  are  of  opinion  that 
notices  might  be  issued  in  duo  time  before  the  ensuing    season    of  cultivation 
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that  all  dependent  talukdai-s  or  whatever  descriptions  of  tenants  will  be 
liable  to  such  other  rents  as  the  rates  of  similar  lands  may  warrant,  and  if  the 
system  of  collusion  shall  have  been  or  hereafter,  shall  be  found  to  have 
been  carried  on  to  such  extent,  that  no  accounts  either  of  quantity  or 
quality  of  land,  can  be  relied  on  as  accurate,  the  Board  woiiid  not  object  to  a 
measurement  of  the  Estate  as  suggested, 

6.  Doubtless,  if  the  notices  of  new  rents  and  consequent  demand  of 
new  engagements  were  issued  in  time,  the  dependent  telukdars  or  others  who 
may  conceive  they  had  peculiar  rights  or  claims  to  hold  their  lands  at  a  fixed 
jumma  (such  as  may  be  the  ganteedars,  though  the  Board  are  given  to  under- 
stan  that  very  many  and  serious  abuses  exist  under  those  tenures,  parti- 
cularly in  the  quantity  of  ganthee  lands  of  which  the  boundary  marks  must 
have  been  removed)  will  assert  the  same  and  the  issue  will  i-est  on  the  proof 
they  may  furnish. 

7.  The  measure  of  attaching  the  taluks  holden  by  the  Mutwallis  under 
fictitious  names  (supposing  that  point  to  be  clearly  established  or  capable  of 
legal  proof),  especially  as  there  appears  to  be  a  balance  due  to  the  Trust 
Estate  exceeding  8,000  rupees  outstanding  against  them  does  not,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Board,  appear  to  be  irregular,  and  if  the  kutkeendar  has  been  duly 
served  with  a  notice  of  the  attachment  of  such  taluks  or  proclamations  shall 
have  been  made  according  to  section  23,  Regulation  VII  of  1799.  the  sezwal 
will  be  secure  from  any  consequences  of  summary  suit  or  other  process  on 
the  part  of  the  ]\Iutvvallis  against  him.  Indeed,  it  appears  to  the  Board,  that 
sequestration  is  the  only  mode  of  c  impelling  the  Mutwallis  to  the  proof  of 
their  rights  or  titles  in  the  taluks  at  a  reduced  jumma  to  the  manifest  injury 
of  the  interests  of  the  endowment  and  apparently  in  violation  of  their  trust. 

8.  The  Board  also  direct  that  you  will  call  upon  the  sezawal  to 
ascertain  whether  the  3  per  cent,  serinjami  (originally  perhaps  neither 
necessary  nor  proper)  has  actually  been  granted  to  the  farmers  for  there  is 
reason  to  believe  from  representations  made  that  it  has  not  been  allowed  or 
has  been  privately  received  by  the  ^lutwallis.  Certain  it  is  that  persons 
have  since  otFered  to  take  farms  including  the  serinjami.  The  reaunexation 
of  this  item,  therefore,  to  the  jumma  in  the  ensuing  settlement  would  seem 
highly  necessary  and  expedient  as  well  as  the  recovery  of  any  sums  that  may 
have  been  paid  in  the  course  of  the  current  year. 

J>.  The  Board  previously  to  passing  any  definite  orders  relative 
to  the  engagements  entered  into  by  Nersing  Bhose  and  Munshi  Ahsun 
for  the  rents  of  verj'  extensive  or  valuable  taluks,  which  i-ents  appear 
to  have  been  anticipated  by  Beerats  or  Mahajans.  (as  stated  in  the 
Acting  Collector's  letter  of  the  2nd  ultimo)  the  Board  are  desirous  of  knowing 
the  nature  of  these  Beerats.  the  circumstances,  and  dates  of  the  debts  and 
the    names  of  the  mahajans. 

10  In  regard  to  the  circumstances  stated  at  the  close  of  the  10th  para- 
graph of  your  letter,  the  Board  would  consider  it  advisable  to  call  on  the 
Mutwallis  to  furnish  information  on  the  points  noticed  by  you.  and  if  the 
attachment  of  the  lands  in  question  shall  have  been  duly  published,  the 
Kutkeendars  alluded  to  by  Akbar  Alee  in  the  4th  paragraph  of  the  transla- 
tion of  his  petition    have,    for    the  reasons   already  assigned,  no  grounds    for 
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apprehension  of  the  result  of  a  summary  suit  in  tlie  event  of  their  paying 
their  revenues  to  the  Sadder  Treasury.  Any  claims  thai  Nursing  Bhose  and 
^lunshoe  Ahsin  may  consist(>ntly  make  will  ])e  duly  attended  to,  but  from 
the  relative  situation  of  these  persons  to  and  their  former  employ  with  the 
Mutwallis.  there  is  reasons  to  suppose;  that  a  great  part  of  the  transaction 
is  fraudulent  or  collusive. 

11.  Before  the  Board  would  be  disposed  to  attach  the  ^ths  of  the  property 
of  the  Estate  appropriated  by  the  Towleutnamah  exclusively  to  the  Mutwallis, 
they  are  desirous  of  obtaining  from  you  through  Akbar  Alee  information  of 
the  computed  amount  of  embezzlement  of  the  remaining  portions  (devised 
by  the  Towleutnamah)  for  the  Imambarah  and  for  the  support  of  servants, 
pensioners,  etc.,  by  the  Mutwallis,  and  the  nature  of  the  proof  that  if  might 
be  requisto  to  exhibit  to  the  Courts  in  the  event  of  an  action  being  brought 
against  the  Mutwallis  for  the  recovery  of  the  same. 

12.  The  Board  are  inclined  to  think  the  case  perfectly  actionable  in 
law  and  they  would  prefer  the  adoption  of  that  mode  leaving  it  to  the  court 
either  to  take  sufficient  security  or  to  direct  the  attachment  of  their  shares 
in  lieu  thereof  to  procee  ling  to  that  extremity  in  the  first  instance  Avithout 
a  suit. 

27th  December  1816. 
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To  J.  P.  Ward,  Esq.. 

Acfcina  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Revenue.  Fort  William. 
Sir, 

1  have  the  honour  to  rejiort  for  the  information  of  the  Board  that 
Rajub  Alee  Khan,  one  of  the  Mutwallis  of  the  Imambarah  at  Hooghly,  died 
on    the  12th  of  November  last. 

I    am, 

Sir. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Sd.)    Tllf:gibi,f.. 
Ag.  Collector. 
HoooHLY    Coixkctor's  Office. 

28th  January   1817. 
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To  U.  RocKK.  yisi.i.  AND  W.  0.  Salmon,  Esq., 

Members  of  the  Board  of  lie  venue. 

0  i:\Tl-KMKN, 

1  have  ilic  li>)nour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Acting 
Secretary's  letter  (if  the  1^7th  of  Uecemher  last  relative  to  the  internal 
management  of  th(>  Trust  Estate  of  Kt.  Pr.  Syedjiore  to  the  several 
points  in  which  I  beg  leave  now  to  submit  my  reply,  having  received 
all  the  information  it  was  in  the  power  ot  Akbar  AUee  Khan  to  atford 
me,  and  also  having  communicated  with  the  Mutwalli,  Baker  Allee  Khan 
as    directed    in   the     10th     paragraph    of   your    Acting      Secretary's    letter. 

2nd. — I  herewith  enclose  copies  and  translations  of  the  following 
papers   connected    with    the    subject    under    consideration. 

Nu.  1,  copy  and  translation  of  an  arzee  from  Akbar  Allee 
Khan  relative  to  the  queries  which  your  Board  directed  me  to 
address    to    that    person. 

No.  2,  copy  and  translation  of  the  settlement  of  -f  annas  Pergunnah 
Syedpore  for  the  current  liengal  year  1223  taken  from  the  accounts  of 
the  Mutwallis  delivered  to  me  by  Lala  Kishen  Dyal. 

No.  3,  copy  and  translation  oE  a  statement  showing  the  farms  held 
in  the  -1  annas  of  Kt.  Pergunnah  Syedpore,  by  the  officers  of  the  amlali 
attached  to  the  establishment  and  also  by  those  of  the  Collector's  and 
Judge's   office. 

No.  4,  copy  (and  translation  in  abstract)  of  the  sums  misappro- 
priated by  the  Mutwallis  in  violation  of  their  trust  in  the  years  1220, 
1221,    1222    made    out    and    delivered    to   me    by  Akbar    Alee. 

No.  5,  copy  and  translation  of  a  Durkhast  from  Baker  Alee,  Mut- 
walli, in  reply  to  the  questions  put  to  him  by  me,  in  conformity  with 
the  orders  of  the  Board  in  the  10th  paragraph  of  their  Acting  Secretary's 
letter    under    date    27th    December  last. 

No.  6,  copy  and  translation  of  a  statement  showing  the  particulars 
of  the  talooks  claimed  by  the  Mutwallis,  their  jumma  and  mofassil  pro- 
duce   delivered    in    liy    Lala    Kishen    Dyal. 

3rd. — From  the  representation  of  Akbar  Alee  it  api)ears  that  no 
Putwaris  whatever  have  Iteen  appointed  in  the  4  annas  in  conformity 
with  clause  2,  section  62  of  Regulation  8  of  1793,  but  they  are  tem- 
porarily appointed  by  the  farmers  and  others  during  the  period  of  their 
lease,  who  receive  reductions  in  their  Douls  to  the  amount  of  the  supposed 
expense  attending  thereon.  Further  it  appears  that  Akbar  Alee  has  not 
been  able  to  form  a  list  of  the  villages  having  nominal  patwaris,  that 
he  had  called  upon  them  generally  without  specifying  their  names,  merely 
as  jatwari  of  such  and  sueh  a  village,  and  that  if  they  failed  in 
rendering  ui)  their  accounts,  or  if  when  tendered  they  appeared  false 
and  evidently  fabricated  for  the  present  j-urpose.  he  would  report  the 
circumstances  to  me. 

•1th.— 1  am  of  opinion,  it  is  become  of  the  first  importance  tf)  the 
well-being  of  the  Estate  to  establish  immediately  a  regular  chain  of 
patwaris    throughout    the    whole    Estate    to    be    appointed    by    the    sezawal 
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with  the  coneurnmce  of  the  Colh^ctor,  that  the  allowancp  made  to  the 
fanners,  etc.,  l)y  the  Mutwallis  l)e  resumed  and  the  several  patvvaris 
receive  a  fixed  salary  to  l>e  charged  under  the  head  of  expenses  of 
collection,  coming  witliin  th(«  4  shares  appropriated  to  that  jmrpose  liy 
the    Towleiitnamah. 

.")th. — The  next  point  alluded  to  you  by  your  Hoard  is  the  fainns 
held  by  indivithials  attached  to  the  establishment  of  the  4  annas  and 
to  the  several  courts.  The  enclosed  statement  No.  H  will  give  the 
information  required  in  the  4th  paragraph  of  your  Acting  Secretary's 
letter  and  I  must  a:Tain  observe  that  I  consider  the  immediate  adoption 
of  some  plan  to  get  rid  of  these  farms  for  the  present,  and  prevent 
their  occurrence  in  future  as  absolutely  requisite  to  ensure  the  punctua- 
realization  of  the  revenue,  and  the  resources  of  the  estate  from  being 
concealed  and  misappropriated.  It  will  appear  from  the  statement  that 
the  Mutwallis  had  in  several  instances  given  new  leases  in  the  present 
year  at  decreased  rates,  although  the  term  of  the  former  lease  had  not 
expired.  On  this  account  and  further  that  the  settlements  were  not 
formed  with  the  knowledge  and  concurrence  of  the  Collector,  as  directed 
jy  your  Board  and  agreed  to  by  the  Mutwallis  as  a  condition  of  their 
resuming  charge  of  the  Estate  when  temporarily'  divested  of  it  in  the 
past    year  I  think  they  are  all  liable  to  resumption  and  resettlement. 

6th. — Notices  have  been  served  on  the  cultivators  and  every  descrip- 
tion of  tenant  in  the  4  annas  of  the  tenor,  and  under  the  directions 
contained  in  the  5th  paragraph  of  your  Acting  Secretary's  letter,  but  as 
yet  I  have  not  hearil  that  any  one  has  come  forward  to  establish  a 
claim  to  hold  his  lands  at  a  fixed  rent.  From  the  circumstances  of  there 
bemg  no  Patwaries  and  the  best  parts  of  the  Estate  having  been  long 
held  in  farm  l)y  the  officers  of  the  establishment,  who  through  the 
influence  attached  to  their  situations  have  had  it  in  their  power  to- 
depricate,  and  conceal  the  i-esources  thereof,  I  fear  it  will  be  utterly 
impracticable  to  effect  a  proper  settlement  of  the  Estate  without  having 
recourse  to  a  measurement  of  it.  If  this  plan  is  adopted  in  one  or  two 
places  the  occupants  of  the  remaining  jiortions  will  of  themselves  come 
forward    and    enter    into    equitable    arrangements. 

7th.— With  respect  to  the  talooks  held  by  the  Mutwallis  under 
fictitious  names  the  enclosed  statement  No.  6  will  show  the  nature 
and  extent  of  them,  and  the  undervaluation  at  which  they  have,  it 
would  appear  unjustifiably  appropriated  them  to  themselves,  for  I  have 
not  yet  seen  any  documents  which  in  my  opinion  convey  to  them 
any  right  or  title  to  the  said  talooks  at  a  fixed  jumma  ;  though  I 
believe,  my  own  records  furnish  me  with  all  the  documents  the 
Mutwallis  can  produce.  I  have  not,  however,  called  upon  them  to 
establish  their  claims,  as  it  appeared  from  the  tenor  of  the  7th  paragi-aph 
of  your  Acting  Secretary's  letter,  that  your  Board  were  inclined  to 
leave  it  to  them  to  come  forward  of  themselves.  The  talooks  have 
been  attached  for  arrears,  and  the  under-farmers  not  being  willing  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  payment  of  the  balance,  the  settlement 
with  them  by  the  alleged  talukdars  (the  Mutwallis)  has  been  dis- 
regarded    and    the    collections    are    now    made    from   the    ryots. 
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Stli. — The  next,  iioint^to  which  your  linaril  draw  my  attention  in 
the  <Sth  paragraph  of  youi-  Actiu<>-  Secretary's  letter  is  the  3  per  cent, 
serinjaini  aUowed  by  the  Mat  wall  is  to  the  fanners,  etc.,  in  the  settle- 
nieiii  lor  tlu'  jiresent  year.  From  the  information  given  by  Akltar 
Alee,  it  would  ajtpear.  that  this  remission  was  never  granted  until  in 
the  year  1222.  The  ^lutwallis  made  a  three  years'  settlement  and 
granted  the  above  allowance  on  the  score  of  Akrajut  and  insufficiency 
of  assets.  Moreover,  it  would  appear  from  the  statement  of  Akbar 
Ally  that  the  Mutwallis  ajjpronriatod  to  themselves  one-third  of  this 
remission.  From  the  circumstances  which  have  come  to  light  in  this 
investigation,  tending  to  exhibit  the  conduct  of  the  Mutwallis  as 
entirely  devoid  of  every  principle  of  justice  and  integrity,  I  can  readily 
giA'e  credit  to  the  assertion  of  Akbar  Alee  relative  to  this  case,  though 
unattended  by  any  proof.  1  am  of  opinion,  the  remission  should  be 
resumed  in  the  ensuing  settlement,  but  whether  or  not  the  resumption 
should  also  be  retrospective,  I  leave  it  to  your  Board  again  to  consider 
and    determine. 

9th. — I  come  now  to  speak  of  the  transactions  relative  to  the  Burats 
granted  by  the  Mutwallis  on  mahajans.  the  amount  of  which  is  deducted 
in  the  engagements  of  two  farmers  to  i)e  paid  by  them  to  the  said 
mahajans.  The  farms  alluded  to  are  supposed  to  be  held  in  fictitious 
names  by  ^lunshi  Ahsin  and  Nursing  Bhose.  Of  this  I  think,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  entertained,  and  it  can  be  substantiated,  if  ultunately 
necessary,  but  it  is  of  no  consequence  to  the  issue  of  the  point  under 
consideration  by  whom  the  farms  are  held,  the  question  is  whether, 
or  not  the  Mutwallis  acted  justifiably  in  granting  such  Burats  on  the 
revenues,  and  whether  it  is  incumbent  on  Cxovernment,  how  the 
management  of  the  Estate  is  under  their  charge  to  abide  by  such 
engagements. 

10th. — It  appears  from  the  account  given  by  Akbar  Alee  that  the 
Mutwallis  at  several  times  bon-owe:!  from  different  mahajans  in  the 
year  1 220  S.  Rs.  13,402,  which  he  states  to  have  been  actually  advanced 
by  Munshi  Ahsin  and  Nursing  Bhose,  with  the  view  of  obtaining  the 
situation  of  dewan  to  the  4  annas  and  receiving  a  stipend  as  such  of 
50  rupees  i^r  mensem.  He  states  that  at  that  time,  the  Mutwallis 
were  at  variance  with  each  other  and  that  they  were  each  intent  on 
establishing  a  claim  to  the  Estate,  for  which  purpose  they  retained 
numerous  I'oUowers  and  expended  large  sums  on  various  occasions 
totally    unconnected    with   their    situations    of    Mutwallis. 

11th. —  In  the  enclosed  copy  and  translation  of  Baker  Alecs  Durkhast 
No.  .5,  we  have  his  (the  remaining  Mutwalli's)  account  of  the  trans- 
action from  which  I  draw  the  following  statement  : — "  That  in  conse- 
quence of  the  death  of  his  father.  Shaker  Alee  towards  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1219  B.  S.,  he  and  Rujub  Alee,  the  other  .Mutwalli, 
proceeded  to  Hooghly,  and  during  their  absence  some  ill-disposed  persons 
set  fire  to  the  cutchery  at  Moorely  containing  all  the  accounts  and 
papers  of  the  Estate  owing  to  which  they  experienced  great  difficulty  in 
realizing  the  revenue  for  the  ensuing  year  1220,  and  ultimately  a  heavy 
balance    to  Government  ensued.       That  to   liquidate  this  balance   and    also 
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soiiKi  del)ts  inciuTod  by  and  in  the  lifetime  ,o£  Manoojan  Begiiiii  and 
Hajee  Moliained  Mosum  they  liad  at  several  times  and  from  different 
]ieoplp  liorrowed  a  sum  of  Rs.  17,i)0o,  viz.,  from  one  Joynarain  on  the 
M.\\  Assar  12i'()  8.  Rs.  2,000.  from  Boniualiy  Rose  on  the  26th  Assar  1220 
S.  Rs.  (i.OOO,  from  Ramnarain  on  the  6th  Pons  1220  8.  Rs.  4,501.  from 
Munshi  Moduniss  on  the  13tli  Assin  1220  S.  Rs.  400.  from  Imdadullah 
on  llie  14th  Assin  1220  S.  Rs.  4.001  and  from  the  same  man  on  the 
2!»th   Kartik   1220     S.    Rs.    1,001    making   a    total    as    above. 

That  to  reply  these  loans  with  interest  they  had  granted  Jjurats 
in  favDur  of  the  several  mahajans  on  two  fanners  in  whose  engage- 
ments they  had  remitted  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  to  be  paid  by 
them  to  the  said  nuihajans.  That  tht'y  considered  themselves  justified 
in  so  doing  because  the  sums  having  been  expended  on  account  of 
the  Estate  and  the  late  proprietors  thereof  it  was  just  and  fair  that 
they  should  be  repaid  from  the  collections  of  the  Estate.  That  they 
conceived  themselves  to  have  full  authority  in  the  said  Estate  other- 
wise it  was  neither  just  nor  reasonable  in  the  late  Collector  under  the 
orders  of  the  Board  to  make  them  responsible  and  execute  an  engage- 
ment for  the  payment  of  the  balance  which  had  fallen  due,  during 
the  time  the  Estate  was  under  charge  of  an  attaching  aumeen  in  1222. 
That  the  farms  on  which  these  Jjurats  had  been  granted,  did  not 
belong  to  Alunshy  Ahsin  and  Nursing  Bhose,  nor  were  these  persons 
at    all    concerned    in    the    money    transactions." 

12th — It  remains  to  try  the  jirobability  of  the  two  stories.  There 
are  seveial  circumstances  which  tend  very  strongly  to  corroborate  the  state- 
ment of  Akbar  Alee  and  at  the  same  time  to  discredit  that  of  Baker 
Alee.  In  the  first  place,  it  will  appear  evident  from  an  examination 
of  the  enclosed  document  No.  4  that  in  the  three  last  years  and 
more  particularly  in  1220  the  Mutwallis  have  expended  a  sum  of 
Rs.  44,311-10-1  in  a  very  unjustifiable  manner,  that  IMunshy  Ahsin  and 
Nursing  Bhose  had  actually  been  enrolled  amongst  the  officers  of  the 
establishment,  and  we  know  from  experience  since  the  influence  these 
men  usurped  and  continued  to  hold  over  the  conduct  of  the  Mutwallis 
and  Baker  Alee  in  particular,  until  they  were  dismissed  from  their 
situations  by  the  orders  of  your  Board.  Fui-ther  I  hnd  from  the  records 
of  ray  own  office  that  at  the  time  alluded  to  by  Akbar  Alee,  Baker 
Alee  actually  succeeled  in  procuring  his  name  to  be  recorded  in  the 
Collector's  office  as  proprietor  of  the  Estate  in  the  place  of  his  father 
Shakar  Alee,  when  it  appears  he  only  held  it  in  charge  in  virtue  of 
the  Towleutnamah  of  Hajee  Mohamed  Mosum.  Further,  there  can 
scarcely  remain  any  doubt  that  the  farms  on  the  revenues  of  Avhicli 
these  Burats  are  granted  are  actually  held  by  ilunshy  Ahsin  and 
Nursing  Bhose,  and  that  the  sums  also  are  actually  due  to  those  persons 
though  the  fact  is  denied  by  Baker  Alee.  Turuf  Arindah  etc..  said  to 
be  farmed  to  Nursing  Bose.  is  held  on  lease  in  the  name  of  Ivumul 
Bose  under  the  security  of  Bishonath  Bose  whom  Bakar  Alee  acknow- 
ledges in  his  arzee  to  be  a  relation  of  Nursing  Bose.  Turuf  Junka,  etc.. 
supposed  to  be  held  by  Munshy  Ahsan.  is  farmed  in  the  name  of  Ramdhan 
'-hose  under  the  security  of  ^lohamed  Ikrani.  whom  Bakar  Alee  also  in 
his    arzee    acknowledges    to    be    a    relation     of    Munshy    Ahsun.     ^lunshy 
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Alisuii  was  also  IJakar  Aire's  Mukhtuar  and  on  the  i'l'iid  Sawoii  1L*23 
presoiited  a  petition  to  tlio  Collector  in  that  capacity  in  which  he  states 
that  Turuf  Arindah  is  farmed  l>y  Nursing  Bose  under  a  fictitious  name  ; 
though  Baker  Alee  denies  that  Mmish\  Ahsun  and  Nursing  wen^  at  all 
concerned  in  the  money  transactions,  yet  ho  confesses  that  the  several 
uiahajans  from  whom  r,ho  money  was  borrowed  are  their  relations. 
It  is  also  to  lie  surmised  that  they  were  the  real  londm-s  fnuu  another 
circumstance.  Kursing  Bose  is  a  Hindu,  Munshy  Ahsun,  a  Muhainmadan 
Tiie  I5urat8  on  Nursing  Bose's  fai-m  are  all  on  Hindu  luahajans.  those 
on  Munshy  Ahsun's  on  Muliammadan.  Moreover  if  tliese  persons  were  not 
very  intimately  concerned  in  these  transactions  why  have  they  been 
so  active  in  the  business.  You  never  hear  the  name  of  any 
other  person  mentioned  since  these  topics  became  the  subject  of 
investigation.  The  recorded  farmers  are  men  of  no  jn-operty  whatever 
that  they  should  hold  such  extensive  farms  ;  moreover,  where  the 
necessity  of  granting  such  Burats  at  all  if  they  were  bona  fide  loans 
on  account  of  the  P^state.  Why  not  pay  chem  off  gradually  from  the 
general   profits    instead    of   granting    reductions    in    only    two    farms. 

1.3th — The  above  account  tends  greatly  to  discredit  Baker  Alee's 
story  ;  in  one  instance  he  is  proved  decidedly  to  have  varied  from  his 
former  statements  ;  I  mean  relative  to  the  farm  of  Nursing  Bose, 
which  he  acknowledges  in  his  Uurkhust  to  the  Collector  in  1223  but 
denies  in  his  present  arzee.  This  alone  is  sufficient  to  destroy  his 
testimony,  were  it  supported  by  better  reasoning  than  it  is.  \\n\.  he  has 
not  produced  any  vouchers  to  substantiate  his  asserrons.  nor  iias  any 
one  else  but  himself  ever  heard  of  the  debts  left  uujiaid  l»y  .Manoojan 
Begum,  and  Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin.  If  any  such  had  existed  I.  there 
would  be  no  diifi.;ulty  in  producing  aocomts  of  them  an  1  the  persons 
to  whom  the  money  was  due.  But  there  is  even  no  mention  of  theiri 
in  the  jumma  kurtch  accounts  nor  does  it  ajjjiear  from  them,  tliat  any 
sums  had  been  paid  on  that  account.  When  by  the  jumma  kurtch 
accounts  it  sliall  appear  the  very  large  sums  which  have  been  unjusti. 
fiably  expended  by  the  Mutwallis  there  can  remain  little  doubt  as  to 
the  origin  of  these  loans  or  the  jiurposes  to  which  they  have  been 
ai)propriated.  Further,  Baker  Alee  acknowle  Iges  that  that  the  farms 
on  which  these  Burats  have  been  grantel.  belong  to  the  Estate  in 
general. 

14th — I  need  not  take  up  your  Board's  time  by  any  attempt  to 
confute  Baker  Alee's  arguments  as  to  the  authority  by  wiiieh  the 
Mutwallis  deemed  themselves  entitle  1  to  grant  these  Burats;  it  is 
evident  that  they  have  no  pro.ierty  in  the  Estate  an  I  that  unless  they 
could  substantiate  that  these  sums  were  actually  expended  on  the  Estate 
they  can  have  no  right  whatever  to  repay  them  from  the  revenues 
thereof.  The  only  possible  plea  they  couM  urge  would  be  that  the 
portions  of  the  Estate  on  which  these  Burats  were  granted  belonged  to 
themselves  and  that  whilst  they  paid  the  revenue  assesse  1  thereon 
they  were  entitled  to  make  such  settlements  of  them  as  they  deemed 
most  con  lucive  to  their  own  interests.  But  this  exciuse  is  not  now 
open  to  them,  as  I  have  above  stated  ;  Baker  Alee  acknowl-  Iges  the 
farms    to   belong   to   the    Estate    at    large. 

47 


6 

15th — Under  tliese  circumstances  therefore,  your  Board  can,  I  conceive, 
have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  them  illegal  and  directing  me  to  enforce 
payment  of  the  full  amount  of  the  engagements  when  freed  from  these 
reductions.  Whether  in  other  respects  the  leases  are  to  he  considered 
to  be  in  full  force  till  the  expiration  of  their  term  your  Boai'd  will 
have  the  goodness  to  inform  me.  The  original  Douls  were  forwarded 
to  your  Board  by  Mr.  Boddam  on  the  2nd  November  last.  That  of 
Ramkumul  Bose  alias  Nursing  Bose  extends  from  1223  to  the  Bengal 
year  1226  inclusive,  and  has  reductions  in  it  on  account  of  these 
Burats  for  S.  Rs.  15,463,  besides  a  sum  of  Rs.  3,806  paid  in  1222. 
Ramdhan  Ghose's  ahas  Munshy  Ahsun  is  from  1222  to  1227  inclusive 
and    has    reductions    for    S.  Rs.    6,323. 

16th — The  jmpers  No.  4  will  afford  the  information  required  in  the 
11th  paragraph  of  your  Acting  Secretaiy's  letter.  I  have  only  submitted 
an  abstract  translation  of  them  as  it  would  have  caused  too  considerable 
a  delay  in  the  present  advanced  state  of  the  Bengal  year  to  have  gone 
through  the  whole  nor  will  it  put  your  Board  to  much  inconvenience 
to  collect  from  them  the  details  of  the  sums  misappropriated  which  I 
have  stated  in  the  whole  under  separate  heads,  however,  and  distin. 
guished  the  amount  of  each  year.  I  think,  on  inspection,  it  will  be 
found,  that  the  sums  and  items  disallowed,  have  been  viewed  with 
very  liberal  consideration  and  that  a  more  rigid  audit  would  have 
greatly  swelled  the  amount  of  the  supposed  embezzlements.  With 
i-egard  to  the  proofs  capable  of  being  adduced  in  a  coui-t  of  justice, 
Akbar  Alee  states,  that  the  facts  are  notorious  to  all  the  officers  on 
the  establishment  ;  I  should  conceive  the  production  of  the  accounts 
themselves  quite  sufficient  as  many  of  the  items  have  no  connection 
whatever    with    their    situation?   of   Mutwallis. 

I    have    the    honour    to   be, 
Gentlemkn, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)     TUCKER, 
Collector. 

ZiLLA    JeS80RE, 

The    28th   March    1817. 


No.   1. 

Arzees  from  Lala  Kishen  Dj'al  and  Akbar  Alee  Khan,  sezawal  of 
4  annas    of    Kt.    Perguunah   Syedpore. 

That  there  are  no  patwaries  whatever  appointed  according  to 
section  62  Regn.  8  of  1793,  that  the  farmers  appoint  their  own  men 
during    their   lease    and    receive    reductions    for    them    in    their    Douls. 

That  there  is  no  account  of  the  villages  in  which  they  are 
appointed  in  fictitious  names,  that  he  had  called  upon  ^  them  as 
curmachery  of  such  a  place  to  give  the  accounts,  and  would  report  if 
they  did  not  obey,  sends  a  list  of  the  farms  held  by  the  servants  of 
the    institution. 


48 


That  tlio  farmers  never  receive  the  remission  of  three  per  cent, 
until  1222  the  Mutwallis  made  a  three  j^ears'  lease  and  allowed  this 
three  per  cent,  on  account  of  Akrajut  and  Najac  to  several  farmers 
of    which    the    Mutwallis    took    one    year's    to    themselves. 

That  Nursing  Hose  had  at  different  times  paid  to  the  Mutwallis  not 
in  his  own  name  8,000  rupees  in  hopes  of  obtaining  the  Dewanship 
and  receiving  a  stipend  of  50  rupees  monthly  viz.,  on  the  6th  Sawun 
1220  in  the  name  of  Joynai-ain  Mahajan  by  the  hands  of  Dyaram 
Chackerverty,  Rs.  2,000,  on  25th  Assar  1220  in  the  name  of  Bunmally 
Bhose  by  the  hands  of  Ramdhan  Bhose  Rs.  6,000  of  which  they  paid  on 
the*lst  of  A'ssin  1222  S.  Rs.  1909-8,  and  22nd  of  the  same  month  1909-8 
more  from  the  collections  of  the  Estate,  the  remainder,  viz.,  4,181  is 
still  due  as  appears  by  the  accounts.  The  origin  of  the  debt  arose 
from  quarrels  between  the  Mutwallis  in  1220,  both  of  which  asserted 
their  right  to  the  Estate  and  the  others  being  an  encroachment  in 
consequence  of  which  they  retained  a  great  many  followers  at  a  great 
expense  and  paid  for  them  out  of  the  mofussil  collections,  that  they 
also  paid  5,000  rupees  Government  revenue  when  the  Estate  was 
exposed  for  sale  at  the  end  of  that  year  ;  besides  which  it  appears  in 
the  accounts  of  1221  that  they  paid  Rs.  500  to  the  Molovy  of  the 
Court,  Sei-feraz  Ali  Khan,  to  give  a  futwah  in  their  favour  to  enable 
them  to  record  their  names  in  lieu  of  Shakur  Alee's  as  Zumeendars 
and  also  some  to  the  Collector's  office.  That  previous  to  the  attach- 
ment of  his  farms  in  the  current  year,  he  had  embezzled  more  than 
Rs.  3,000  and  in  the  Doul  of  Turuf  Arindah,  etc.,  his  farms,  in  ficti- 
tious names  from  1223  to  1226  a  sum  of  19,269  rupees  was  remitted 
to  him.  under  the  plea  of  Burats  on  mahajans  to  that  amount,  of 
which  there  was  no  mention  in  the  Jumma  Kurutch  Accounts  what- 
ever, so  that  he  could  not  explain  its  origin.  That  Munshy  Ahsun 
in  1220,  paid  the  Mutwallis  5,402  rupees  in  hopes  of  getting  the 
Dewanship,  etc.,  and  in  other  persons'  names  viz.,  on  2nd  Pous  in  the 
name  of  Munshy  Moodunnis  IMahajan  400  rupees,  and  on  the  15th 
same  month  4.001,  and  1st  Augliun  in  the  name  of  Imdadullah 
Mahajan  1,001.  Tliat  he  repaid  himself  1,100  rupees  from  the  collec- 
tions of  the  Estate  in  Bhadar  1222.  That  the  origin  of  the  debt  was 
the  same  as  Nursing  Bhose's  but  none  of  the  money  was  paid  into 
the  Collector's  office.  That  it  appears  from  tlie  people  of  the 
cutchery  that  Rajub  Alee  took  4,000  rupees  for  his  own  expenses 
to  Hooghly  and  further  that  in  the  Doul  of  his  farm  in  the  name  of 
Ramdhan  Ghose  for  Chunka,  etc.,  vvhich  he  holds  for  six  years  ;  he 
has  remissions  on  account  of  the  loan  6,323  rupees  and  account  serun- 
jami  1591-14  together  7,914-14.  That  there  was  no  mention  made  of  the 
above  sum  in  the  Jumma  Kurutch  for  the  three  past  years  and  that 
previous  to  the  attachment  of  the  farms  in  the  jjresent  year  he  had 
anticipated  the  revenues  in  a  sum  of  2,500  rupees  or  more  and  on  the 
demand  of  the  Korok  Ameen  the  ryots  produce  the  receipts  of  Munshy 
Ahsun.  .  That  the  Mutwallis  had  embezzled  555,535-2-9  out  of  the 
seven  shares  api)ropriated  to  the  expenses  of  the  Imambarah  at  Hooghly, 
and  the  expenses  of  the  estate  which  would  be  ascertained  from  the 
Jumma  Kuratch  accounts  and  might  be  proved  by  the  Kazanchy  and 
others    of  the    amlah    dated    the    23rd    Phalgoon    1223. 
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No.  4. 

Embezzlements     or     misappropriations     of    the     ^Vlntwallis     of    the    4 
annas    of    Kt.    Pergunnah  Syedpore    in    the    years  1220,    1221    and    1222 


Viz.,   for   1220 


14,095     7     0     0 


Debts  incurred  (liquidated  and 
remaining  to  be  paid  from 
the  resources  of  the  estate) 
for  improper  purposes  ...     16,402    0    0    0 


For  1221 
For  1222 
Debts  incurred  as  above 


Add  arrears  of  revenue  in  talooks 
in  possession  of  and  alleged 
to  belong  to  the  Mutwallis    ... 


7,326     9     3     1 
1.549    0    0    0 


30,497     7     0    0 


4.9;38  10     7     0 


8,875     9     3     1 


44,311  10  10     1 


11,223    7  19    0 


55,535     2     9     1 


Exphination  of  tlie  above  as 
follows,  viz.,  in  1220.  Mut- 
wallis take  beyond  their 
allowance  of  2  shares 

Revenue  of  Mehal  Malancha, 
etc.,  etc.,  long  ago  separated 
from  the  4  annas,  the  pro- 
prietor of  which  pays  the 
revenue  to  the  Mutwallis. 
The  collections  are  not  credit- 
ed, but  the  payments  of  its 
revenue  is  made  from  the 
assets  of  4  annas 

Paid  account  debts  incurred 
in  1219  but  for  which  the 
Mutwallis  can  produce  no 
accounts 

Balance  of  cash  of  1219  not 
brought  forward  in  1220 

Salaries  of  new  servants  not  to 
be  found  in  any  papers  of 
the  establishment  appointed 
by  the  Mutwallis 

Improper  expenditure  at 
Mooi-ely 


7.287     5  13     1 


2,249  4    0  0 

3,605  0    0  0 

2,485  5     1  3 

6,237  5  10  0 

3,633  1  15  0 


30,497     6     0    0 
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Bronglit  forward 

Enibezzleiuents  of  1221 — 
Due    from     Miitwallis     written 
in  their  names  as  advanced  ... 
Paid  new  servants'  wages     ... 
Improper  expenses         at 

Moorely 


;^0.4U7     ()     0     0 


.^0     U     U     0 
4.860     7     0     0 

1,256     0     0     0 


6,166 


0     0 


Deduct  due  to  the  Mutwallis, 
taken  less  than  their  allow- 
ance 

Balance  embezzled 

Embezzlement  of  1222 — 
Paid  new  servants'  wages 
Improper  expenses  at    Moorely 
On  account  Burrats 
Advance  to  the  Mutwallis 
Salary  to  Mutwallis 


Deduct  due  to  Mutwallis 
taken  less  than  their  allow- 
ance 

Arrears  of  revenue  from  Mut- 
wallis' talooks 


1,227  12  13    0 


3,17^  12  0  0 

3,142  14  0  0 

1,549  0  0  0 

120  0  4  0 

2,400  0  0  0 

10,383  15  4  0 


1.508     6     1     0 


4,938  10     7     0 


Total 


8,875  9     3  0 

44,311  9  10  0 

11,223  7  19  0 

55,535  19  0 


A    true   extract, 
(Sd.)  TUCKER, 
Collector. 


No.  5. 

Baker  Alee's  answer  to  my  purwanah  respecting  the  sums  deducted 
in  the  Douls  of  Munshy  Ahsan,  Nursing  Bhose  and  the  origin  of  the 
debt    to   those   persons. 

States  that  the  above  have  no  farms  in  the  4  annas,  that  turuf 
Arindah,  etc.,  is  farmed,  to  Ramkumul  Bhose  under  surety  of  Bishenath 
Bhose.  a  relation  of  Nursing  Bhose  ;  and  turuf  Junka  is  farmed  to 
Ramdhan  Ghose  under  security  of  Mohammad  Ikram,  relation  of 
Moonshy  Mohamad  Ahsun.  That  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
Shakur  Alee  in  Chyte  1219,  he  and  Rujub  Alee  went  to  Hooghly  and 
during  their  absence  some  ill-disposed  persons  set  fire  to  the  cutchery 
containing   all   the   papers    of   the    zumendary    owing    to     which     a     great 
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difficulty  arose  in  the  collections  I'or  1220  and  ultimately  a  lieavy 
balance  ensued  to  liquidate  which  he  and  Rujub  Alee  had  at  different 
times  and  from  different  people  borrowed  money  to  the  amount  of 
Rs.  17,903.  That  when  these  people  became  clamorous  for  their  money, 
it  behoved  them  to  repay  it  which  they  stipulated  to  do  with  interest 
by  giving  orders  for  the  amount  on  the  farmer  of  turuf  Arindah,  etc., 
and  turuf  Jumka,  etc.,  which  sums  were  accordingly  remitted  in  the 
Douls  of  the  said  farmer  by  annual  instalments  the  amounts  of  which 
can  be  ascertained  by  a  reference  to  the  Douls.  That  Nursing  Bhose 
and  Moonshy  Ashun  were  not  at  all  concerned  in  these  transactions  ; 
that  indeed  the  merchants  from  whom  they  borrowed  the  money  might 
be  their  relations.  That  the  lands  under  farm  in  the  Douls  of  which 
these  remissions  had  been  granted  belonged  to  the  Institution  ;  that  the 
sums  borrowed  were  expended  on  account  of  the  Institution  and  the 
debts  of  Munoojan  Begum  and  Hajee  Mohamed  Masan,  therefore  they 
were  entitled  to  repay  them  from  the  collections  of  the  Estate.  That 
they  had  complete  authority  in  the  zumindary  appeared  from  a  pur- 
wanah  of  the  Collector  and  further  if  they  had  not,  why  had  the 
Collector  with  the  sanction  of  the  Board  made  them  execute  an  en- 
gagement to  liquidate  the  balance  which  had  occurred  during  the  time 
the  Mehal  was  under  the  superintendence  of  an  attaching  Ameen  in 
1222. 
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Board   ok   Revenue. 

Miscellaneous. 

To 

Tlie    Local    Agents,    Hooghly.  i 

The  Board's  attention  liaving  been  attracted  to  the  arrears  of  wages 
and  pensions  and  unadjusted  claims  of  many  of  the  servants  and 
dependents  belonging  to  the  Imambarah  and  endowment  of  the  late 
Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin  at  Hooghly  and  considering  it  of  great 
importance  that  such  persons  as  are  clearly  and  expressly  entitled 
either  to  wages  or  donations  under  the  Towleutnamah  of  the  deceased 
Hajee  should  receive  the  same  with  as  much  i-egularity  as  the  funds 
of  the  Trust  instate  will  admit  of,  direct  me  to  call  upon  you  to 
enter  as  early  possible  upon  an  enquiry  into  the  names,  existence  and 
identity  of  the  servants,  dependents,  pensioners  and  others  who  were 
originally  appointed  to,  or  put  upon  the  establishment  by  Hajee  Mohsin 
together  with  the  amount  of  wages  or  pension  or  description  of  fee, 
perquisite  or  gift  which  each  received  and  the  date  from  which  any 
arrears    may    be    due. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  adopt  such  forms  as  may  be  requisite  for 
the  mention  of  those  several  items  in  the  report  you  may  make  to 
the  Board.  You  will  also  please  to  distinguish  particularly  the  origi- 
nal servants  or  pensioners  or  other  donees  of  Hajee  Muhammad  Moshin 
from  those  who  may  have  been  subsequently  brought  upon  the  esta- 
blishment or  endowment  by  the  Mutwallis  Mohamed  Baker  and 
Mohamed  Shaker,  who,  the  Board  are  given  to  understand,  have 
introduced  a  number  of  new  unauthorized  and  fictitious  persons  incon- 
sistently with  the  intention  of  the  Endower  or  the  authority  of  the 
Towleutnamah  and  ruinously  to  the  funds  of  the  Estate  and  interests 
of  the  Endowment.  The  Board  have  reason  to  believe  that  Akbar 
Alee  Khan,  the  Ameen  of  the  Imambarah,  etc.,  and  sezawul  of  the 
Trust  PjState  did  some  months  ago,  deliver  to  the  Acting  Collector  or 
to  the  Local  Agents  of  the  time  a  very  full  and  complete  list  of 
the  establishment  to  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  refer  and  as  the 
Ameen  will  very  shortly  (jersonally  wait  upon  you,  you  will  througji 
him  l)e  able  to  procure  the  attendance  of  the  persons  required  an<l 
from  him  obtain  such  further  particular  information  as  may  enable  you 
to   conduct    and    bring   to   speedy    completion    the    desired    investigation. 

I    am    etc.. 
Dated    9th   May,    1817. 
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To   J.    P.   Wakd.    Esq., 

Acting    Secretary    to   the    Board    of    Revenue. 

Sir, 

Mr.  Lushington,  the  Acting  Collector  of  Burdwan  and  Hooghly, 
having  delivered  over  charge  of  his  office  to  Mr.  Ogilvie,  the  Assis- 
tant, I  beg  to  acquaint  the  Board  that  the  list  of  pensioners  and 
servants  relating  to  the  Hooghly  Tmambarah  cannot,  without  their 
further  orders,  be  made  out.  Mr.  Ogilvie's  residence  being  at  Burdwan 
and    mine    at    Hooghly. 

2nd — Advertino;  however  to  the  considerable  distress  and  inconve- 
nience that  has  already  been  occasioned  by  the  delay  in  settling 
these  claims  and  determining  who  are  and  who  are  not  to  receive 
pensions  from  the  Estate  and  observing  from  your  letter  that  the 
Board  fully  aware  of  this,  desire  the  claims  of  these  persons  to  be 
speedily  enquired  into,  1  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Board  whether  under  these  circumstances  it  be  not  expedient 
that  I  should,  in  conjunction  with  the  Ameen,  proceed  on  the  enquiry 
and  in  conformitj^  lo  your  letter  of  the  9th  ultimo  prepare  and 
forward  to  the  Board  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  the  list  of 
pensioners    required. 

I    have,   etc, 


ZiLLAH    Hooghly, 
The   25th   June   1817. 


(Sd.)  D.   C.   SMYTH, 

Local    Agent. 
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To   D.   C.   Smyth,  Esq., 

Local   Agent   at   Hooghly, 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
25th  ultimo  and  to  inform  you  that  the  Board  under  the  circum- 
stances stated  authorize  you  to  proceed  in  conjunction  with  the  Ameen 
of  the  Imambarah  on  the  enquiry  directed  to  be  made  under  the 
orders    of   the    9th    of  May   last. 

I   am,   etc., 

(Sd.)   J.   P.    WARD. 

Acting    Secretary. 
The    1st    July    1817. 
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Extract    of   a    lettei*    from    the    Local    Agent    at    Hooghly,    dated     the 
15th  August    1817. 

Para.  7th — I  beg  leave  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Board  the  case 
of  AN'asik  Alee  Khan  and  to  be  informed  what  salary  is  to  be  paid  him — 
100  rupees  a  month  is  found  in  his  own  name  on  the  Hajee's  hand- 
writing. As  the  Board  have  allowed  Baker  Alee  40  rupees,  which  appeared 
to  have  been  allowed  him  by  the  Hajee,  it  may  perhaps  be  proper  to 
make  the  same  arrangement  with  Wasik  Alee.  I  have,  however,  post- 
poned making  him  any  allowance  till  I  receive  the  Board's  orders  on 
the   subject. 
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Extract  of    a   letter    from  the    Board    of    Revenue  to  the    Local   Agent 
at    Hooghly,    dated    29th    August    1817. 

Para.  5th — With  regard  to  Wasik  Alee  Khan  (No.  8  of  List  No.  1), 
the  Board  remark  that  the  circumstances  of  Mirza  Baker  (not  Baker  Alee 
as  inserted,  perhaps  by  mistake,  in  the  7th  paragraph  of  your  letter)  to 
whom  the  Board  confirmed  the  monthly  allowance  of  Rs.  40  originally 
granted  by  the  Hajee  upon  the  establishment  at  Moorley  of  zilla 
Jessore  are  altogether  dissimilar  from  those  of  Wasik  Ali  Khan,  who 
ays  claim  to  the  situation  of  Mutwalli  to  the  Institution  as  heir  and 
successor   of    Rajab    Alee   Khan,   deceased. 
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liOAKl)     OF     UkVKNUK. 
MlSCKLLANKOU.S. 

lith    SeptemlxT    J  81 7. 
Collector   of   .Jessore, 

« 

1.  I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  i-eceipt  of  your  letters  of 
the  13th  and  15th  ultimo  with  their  respective  enclosures  and  to 
communicate  to  you  the  following  observations  and  instruction  of  the 
Board. 

2.  Before  I  proceed  to  the  further  and  separate  notice  of  these 
letters  I  have  to  make  known  to  you  the  Board's  fullest  approbation 
of  the  assiduity  and  ability  with  which  you  have  conducted  the 
investigation  into  the  various  and  lai-ge  embezzlements  of  the: 
Mutwallis  from  the  funds  of  the  Trust  Estate  and  Endowment  of  Hajee 
Muhammad    Mohsin     and     of    the    perspicuity      with      which      you       have 

reported    on     the    accounts    notwithstanding   the 

Collector's    letter   of    tlje     13tli  c        j  t  i  i  •  i  •    i       xi 

August  aud  statements  Nos.  1-2  3     confused    and    Complex     shape     in     which     they 
of  enclosures  being  accounts  for     ^ygi-e    iust     exhibited     for    your     inspection    and 

122U  B.S.  ,.       ■■  Cf  f 

audit. 

3.  The  Boai-d  observe  that  you  have  traced  and  explained  under 
sundry    items,    the     embezzlements     of     the     year     1220     to    the     amount 

of         Rs.        14,337-7-7-3,         whereof 

Ks.  A.     p. 

'Viz.,  from  items  1  to  19  inclusive  Rs.  13,140-9-10      would      appear      tO 

of  account   particulais   No.  2        5,230  11   lU                     t'^-vri            •                         t 

Item  No.  26  of  account        ...     1,000  0    0  appertain    to     .Moorley     in     ycjur     dis- 

Do.  No.  27  of     do.           ...     3,483  9    0  trict    and    the  remainder   to  Hooghly, 

Do.    No.   28    of       do.  ...      3,426     5     U  6     J' J 

but  the  Board  have  understood 
from  Lala  Kishen  Dyal  that  the  item  No.  25  (,Rs.  182-3-7-3)  may 
probably  by  mistake  of  the  copyist  have  been  inserted  under  the 
Hooghly   items    as    he    believes    that   it    appertains    to   Moorley. 

4.  In  like  manner  you  iiave  deduced  from  the  map  of  accounts 
for  the  j'ears  1221  and  1222  eml)ezzlements  by  the  Mutwallis  or 
"Ou   account  of  1221    as  per  '""'^^   *h^"'   ^'Ognizauce    to   the  extent 

statement    No.     1     for    tiiat  of     Rs.*      31.403-11-6      wjlich      together 

year  ...  ...    16,211   14     2     2  .  •       ,     • 

On   account    of    1222  as  per  With  the  sum  noticed    111   the  preced- 

staten,ent    .Vo.    1    for   ti.at  ^__^^^^  ^^    ^    _^     j„g     Paragraph*    Oil    accouut     of    the 

"a's  per  statement  No.  1  on  ac-  '  vear  1220  WOuKI  aiOOUllt  tO 


count  of  1220  ...    14,337 


Rs.  45,741-2-13-3. 


5.  The  Board  are  decidedly  of  opinion  from  the  detailed  explana- 
tions annexed  by  you  to  the  several  statements,  that  most  of  the 
disbursements  made  and  items  of  revenue  not  brought  to  accfuint,  viz.. 
balance  of  sudder  iunima  and  difference  of  sudder  jumma  and  mofassil 
produce  were  unauthorized,  unwarrantable  and  profligate  expenditure 
and  malversation  for  which  the  Mutwallis  or  their  Estates  or  assets 
personal    or    not    would    be    responsible    in    process    of   law. 

(i.  At  the  same  time  the  Board  have  advocated  to  your  opinion 
and  are  disposed  to  lean  to  your  conclusion  that  "the  Mutwallis  have 
no    property     wherewith     to     satisfy     such     demands  "     and     that     "  suits 
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instituted  for  the  recovery  of  the  whole  of  the  embezzlements "  might 
be  protracted  to  an  indefinite  period  and  in  the  end  only  burthen  the 
Estate    with    a    large    debt    to   defray    the    expenses    of    them. 

7.  The  original  intention  of  instituting  suits  against  the  Mutwallis 
embraced  two  objects  ;  first  to  recover  to  the  extent  of  their  means 
the  whole  or  a  portion  of  the  embezzlements  for  the  benefit  of  ^he 
Estate  and  Trust,  the  second  to  establish  by  the  test  of  judicial  proof 
the  unworthiness  and  incapability  of  the  Mutwallis  to  hold  the  situation 
longer. 

8.  But  it  would  appear  that  ultimate  restitution  by  them  is 
almost  hopeless  and  the  previous  process  to  compel  it  certainly 
expensive,  whilst  the  very  clear  exposition  of  the  acts  which  you  have 
afiorded  is  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  amply  sufficient  to  determine 
beyond  doubt,  the  question  of  their  abuse  of  trust  and  their  consequent 
disqualification  and  liability  to  dismissal  for  both  the  spirit  and  the 
letter  of  the  deed  or  Towleutnamah  must  be  considered  respective  as 
to  the  essential  point  of  good  conduct  and  faithful  discharge  of  duty, 
and  though  it  may  be  said  to  confer  the  appointments  on  the  persons 
permanently,  it    must    necessarily    be    understood    to  be  quam  diu  se  bene- 


9.  Under  such  circumstances  the  Board  can  no  longer  feel  hesita- 
tion in  declaring  Baker  Alee  wholly  incompetent  to  continue  to  hold 
his  situation  and  the  heir  of  Rajub  Alee  equally  ineligible  to  succeed 
to  the  vacant  post  of  co-Mutwalli  both  on  the  grounds  that  the  founder 
by  no  means  designed,  uncircumscribed  or  unconditional  inheritance 
and  that  the  connexions  and  relations  of  the  Mutwallis  have  otherwise 
disqualified  themselves  by  becoming  pai-ties  to  the  nefarious  transactions 
that    have    been    practised. 

10.  Tho'  the  Board  are  competent  to  sanction  the  dismissal  of 
Baker  Alee  Khan  from  his  official  situation  on  the  establishment  of  the 
Endowment,  still  in  advertance  to  the  consideration  which  the  Founder, 
Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin  manifested  to  that  person,  they  will  be 
disposed  to  authorize  his  receiving  an  allowance  from  the  Funds 
appropriated  to  such  purposes,  and  will  hereafter  make  the  necessary 
communications  to  this  end  to  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  ;  on  similar 
grounds  an  allowance  was  made  to  Wasik  Alee,  son  of  the  late  Rajub 
Alee. 

11.  Since  the  suspension  of  the  Mutwallis  from  their  official 
functions  and  the  appointment  of  Syed  Akbar  Alee  to  act  as  Ameen 
of  Trust  Estate  and  of  the  Endowment  at  Hooghly,  the  nths  share 
applicable  under  the  Towleutnamah  to  their  uses  has.  doubtless,  been 
sequestered,  such  amounts  may  perhaps  be  appropriated  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  a  part  of  their  embezzlements,  but  the  Board  are  apprehensive 
that  it  may  not  be  legally  tangible  for  the  purpose  without  a  previous 
prosecution  and  decree  of  Court  against  the  Mutwallis  ;  in  the  interim 
the  Board  have  resolved  that  the  portion  of  the  Mutwallis'  share  shall 
be  kept  in  deposit  and  have  it  in  contemplation  to  address  Government 
generally  in    regard  to  the  Endowment  and  its  late  and  future  management. 
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12.  With  reference  to  the  12th  paragraph  of  your  report  now  under 
consideration  the  Board  direct  me  to  acquaint  you  that  Lala  Kishen 
Dyal  has  been  ordered  to  return  to  you  with  as  little  delay  as  practic- 
able, he  has  been  made  acquainted  with  your  favourable  report  of  him 
and    the    consequent    satisfaction    of    the    Board. 

13.  The  Board  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  statement 
of  expected  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Trust  Estate  of  Kismut 
Pergunnah  Syedpore  for  the  present  year  and  have  particularly  observed 
the  material  improvement  vvhich  has  been  wi-ought  by  the  exersions  of 
Syed  Akbar  Alee  and  Lala  Kishen  Dyal  under  your  instructions  and 
superintendence. 

14.  The  Board  sanction  the  defrayment  of  a  sum  equal  to  the 
proposed  estimates  in  statements  No.  2  and  3  as  occasion  may  require, 
and  with  the  precaution  which  you  very  prudently  design  to  exercise  as 
to  the  previous  discharge  of  the  Government  dues,  you  will  conse- 
quently understand  that  the  Board  confirm  the  establishment  to  be 
maintained  for  the  management  of  the  estate  as  detailed  in  statement 
No.  2  lea^^ng  it  to  you  to  fill  up.  in  concord  with  Akbar  Alee  Khan, 
the    vacant    situations    therein    noticed. 

15.  With  reference  to  the  4th  paragi'aph  of  this  report  the  Board 
observe  that  the  heavy  arrears  of  allowances  to  the  numerous  persons 
on  the  Hooghly  establishment  entitled  to  participate  in  the  fths  share 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  Trust  Estate,  and  the  very  delapidated  condi- 
tion in  which  the  Mutwallis  left  almost  all  the  buildings  appertaining 
to  the  Endowment  (provided  for  by  the  founder  from  the  ^ths  share) 
will,  it  is  feared,  in  the  first  instauce  occasion  considerable  expenditure  ; 
as  soon  as  the  necessai-y  arrangements  to  these  ends  shall  have  been 
completed,  the  Board  will  be  desirous  to  appropriate  the  improved 
funds  of  the  Trust  Estate  in  strict  conformity  with  the  original  inten- 
tion   of   the    Institution. 
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To   A.  Ogii.vik.  F]sq..  and   I).  C.  Smytk.  Esq., 

Local    Agents    at    Hooghly. 

Gknti.kmkn, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Board  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter 
from   you    dated    the    10th    instant    with    its    enclosures. 

'2nd — Previously  to  passing  finally  the  accounts  of  receipts  and 
disbursements  of  the  Imambarah  at  Hooghly  pending  the  charge  of  the 
Ameen  Syed  Alee  Akbar  Khan  the  Board  are  desirous  of  receiving 
your  opinion  as  to  the  credibility  of  the  accompanying  statement  (pur- 
porting to  be  copy  of  a  sooruthaul)  and  of  the  persons  attesting  the 
original  of  such  statement  and  generally  whether  you  have  reason  to 
suppose  that  any  grievances,  or  malpractices  did  or  do  exist  in  the 
present    administration    of    the    Endowment. 

3rd — The  Board  are  aware  that  the  confused  and  impoverished  state 
of  the  funds  of  the  Endowment  prevented  during  the  time  alluded 
to  the  disbursement  of  any  very  large  sums  for  the  celebration  of  the 
Mohurums,  and  the  Ameen  was  restricted  from  incurring  any  expenses 
that  were  not  immediately,  and  absolutely  essential  to  the  due  and 
decorous  observance  of  that  festival,  at  the  same  time  that  it  was 
intended  that  all  consistent  and  necessary  solemnity  shouhl  be  attend- 
ed   to. 

4th — The  Ikard  conceive  that  preliminarilj-  it  will  only  be  necessarj- 
to  ask  verbally  of  some  of  the  most  respectable  and  higher  classes  of 
Mussalmans  whose  seals  or  signatures  are  said  to  have  been  affixed  to 
the  original  sooruthaul,  or  memorial  (and  who  may  be  considered  impar- 
tial persons  unconnected  with  the  former  Mutwallis,  or  present  expect- 
ants) whether  they  did  seriously  consider,  and  subscribe  from  their 
knowledge  to  the  effect  that  the  affaii-s  of  the  Imambarah  were  badlj' 
conducted,    or  mismanageil. 

5th — Ujion  receiving  information  from  you  on  this  point,  and  your 
sentiments  generally  on  the  subject,  the  Board  will  be  prepared  to 
come  to  a  further  determination  either  to  pui-sue  further  enquiries,  or 
to   pass    the    Jununa    Khiirch    accounts    submitted    by    you. 

6th — With  respect  to  the  Mehals  whicli  j-ou  recommend  to  be  dis- 
posed of  as  an  escheat  to  Government,  the  Board  observe  that  on  the 
2-lth  November  1815  the  Governor  General  in  (.'ouncil  was  pleased  to 
authorize  the  small  estates  to  remain  with  the  actual  occupants.  The 
only  Mehal,  therefore,  which  may  lie  considered  innneiliately  liable  to 
be  taken  possession  of  on  an  account  of  Govei-nmcnt  woukl  appear  to 
be  the  Kiddirpore  ^lehal  situated  in  the  24-Pergunnalis  which  is  re- 
ported to  be  held  Khas.  In  respect  of  that  Mehal  the  Collector  of 
the  24-Pergunnahs  was  lately  called  upon  to  furnish  a  cooy  of  the 
engagement     under     which     it    is    held,    the    Board    consequently    will     wait 
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the     receipt     of    that    document     before    they   pass    any    further   definitive 
orders. 

7th — The  title  to  the  Mehal  of  Malancha  situated  in  the  Burdwan 
district,  and  in  the  occupancy  of  Maohamed  Hossein.  has  been  con- 
sidered doubtful,  and  at  present  the  Board  are  not  prepared  to  come 
lO   any    positive    decision    on    the    subject. 

8th — The  Board  entirely  approve  of  the  suggestion  contained  in  the 
5th  paragraph  of  your  letter  and  the  Collector  of  Jessore  will  be 
instructed    accordingly. 

I   am   etc., 

(Sd.)   J.   P.    WARD, 

Acting   Secretary. 
The   27th   February    1818. 
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No.    637. 

To    C.    BuLLEU,    Esq.,    AND    W.    0.    Salmon,    Esq., 

Members    of   the    Board    of    Revenue. 

Gentlkmen. 

With    reference    to   your    letter    bearing    date     the    8th     ultimo,     I 
am    directed  by  the  Hon'ble  the  Vice-President 

Letter       to       llie        Company's       •        ^  -i  '  •  •  r        i 

Attorney     dated     tlie     1.5th     May       in     CoUnCll     tO     transmit     tO     yOU      COpiBb      01      the 

^^Leiter    fro.i.    the    Company's     Correspondence     noted     in     the    margin,    relative 
Attorney    dated    the  28th    May     jq   the     suit     instituted    in     the    Supreme    Court 

1818    with   two   enclosures.  ,  m        i 

by     Torab     Alee      Khan     against     Akbar       Alee 
Khan. 

2.  Under  the  resolutions  contained  in  the  letter  addressed  to 
Mr.  Poe  on  the  present  date  you  will  of  course  afford  to  that 
gentleman  every  information  and  assistance  which  he  may  require 
from   your    Board    for    the    purpose    of   defending   the    action. 

I    have    the    honour    to    be. 
Gentlemen, 
Your    most  .obedient    servant, 


(Sd.)    Illegihle, 
Secretary    to   Government. 


Fort   William, 
The    12th   June    1818. 


To   R.    W.    Poe,    Esq.. 

Company's    Attorney. 


Silt. 

I  AM  dii'ccted  by  the  Honourable  the  Vice-President  in  Council 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  sub- 
mitting the  opinion  of  the  Advocate  General  in  the  cause  Turab  Alet; 
Khan    vrs.    Akl)ar   Alee    Khan. 

2.     The    acts    of     the    defendant    on  which    the     suit     in     question     is 

founded    ajtpearing   to   have    been     done  in     conformity     with     the     orders 

of   the    Board    of     Revenue,     it    remains  only     under     the     circumstances 

stated    by    you     to    defend     the     action  if    persisted     in     on    the   part    of 
Governr.ieiit. 

8.      You    will   accordingly    be    pleased     after     applying    to    the     Board 
for    such    information     and     documents    as    may    be    required    to   taki^    the 
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requisite    steps    under    the    instructions    of     the    Advocate-General    for    the 
above    purpose. 

I    am,    etc., 

(Sd.)   H.   MACKENZIE. 
Secretary    to    the    Government. 

Council  (Jhambek. 
The    .5th    .Tune    1818. 

To    Hoi/r   ^Iackknzie,  Esq., 

Secretary  to  the  Government. 

Sir, 

Wri'H  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  loth  instant  respecting  the 
arrest  of  Akhar  Alee  Khan,  at  the  suit  of  Torab  Alee  Khan,  I  beg 
to  report,  for  the  information  of  Government,  that  having  obtained  of 
the  Prothonotary  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  my  application  to  him  an 
office  copy  of  the  plaint  and  affidavit  of  debt  by  the  plaintiff.  1  laid 
the  same  before  the  Advocate-General  together  with  the  papers  which 
were  enclosed  in  your  letter,  and  have  now  the  honour  to  forward  a 
copy  of  his  opinion  on  the  matter  together  with  a  copy  of  the  plain- 
tiff's   affidavit    of  debt. 

1  have  made  enquiries  of  the  defendant,  and  find  by  liis  own 
acknowledgment  that  he  carries  on  mercantile  transactions  in  Calcutta, 
which  alone  subjects  him  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  in 
Calcutta,  as  does  also  the  circumstance  of  his  being  in  the  service  of 
the  Honourable  Company,  so  that  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
any  irregularity  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff's  Attorney  in  issuing  out 
a  warrant  to  arrest  Akbar  Alee  Khan  after  Torab  Alee  Khan  had 
sworn    to   the   justness    of    the    debt. 

I    am,   etc., 

(Sd.)  R.    W.   POE. 

Attorney  to  the    Honourable    Company. 
Fort    William. 

28th   Mav    1818. 


Akbar  Alee  Khan  ...  ...  ...     Defendant. 

Torab  Alee  Khan  ...  ...  ...     Plaintiff. 

I  have  perused  the  affidavit  of  del)t  and  plaint  in  this  case,  to- 
gether with  the  letter  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  and  petition  of  the 
defendant. 

It  may  turn  out  in  the  sequel  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  the 
demand  made  upon  the  defendant  which  is  a  common  action  foi-  money 
but.   that   can    only    l>e    determined    when    the    cause    comes     to    trial,     all 
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the  proceedings  are  perfectly  n'.<?iilar.  iiiid  tliere  certainly  is  no  hJanie 
imputable  to  Mr.  Jirewer.  the  Attorney  Tor  tlie  plaintiff,  unless  he  l)e 
guilty  of  instigating  his  client,  tlir  plaii't.iiV  to  make  a  false  affidavit  of 
debt,  and  of  confederating  witii  him  in  oppress  the  defendant  undei- 
pretence  of  suing  for  a  just  tlebt  of  this,  however,  tlu^i-e  is  at  ])resent 
no   evidence. 

If  there  l)e  no  deht  due.  and  if  defendant  be  not  an  inhabitant 
of  Calcutta  within  the  meaning  of  the  Charter,  the  plaintiff'  who  nuist 
prove  him.  will  fail  in  his  action.  It  appears  to  me,  however,  that 
th(^  defendant  according  to  the  facts  stated  to  me  of  his  dealings  in 
Calcutta,  and  resort  thither,  etc.,  maj'  be  liable  to  the  jurisdiction  as 
an  inhabitant,  l)Ut  there  seems  no  doubt  that  as  a  person  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Company  he  is  subject  to  it — there  is  no  necessity  for 
the  cause  of  action  arising  locally  within  ('alcutta,  if  the  person  be 
subject    to   the    jurisdiction. 

If  there  be  no  cause  of  action,  and  this  is  a  more  malicious  and 
vexatious  proceeding,  the  defendant  will  have  his  remedy  by  action 
accordingly.  At  present,  however,  it  appears  to  me  an  ordinary  case  of 
a  man  being  held  to  bail  for  a  cause  of  action,  to  which  he  thinks 
he   has    a   complete   defence. 

It  will  be  necessaiy,  therefore,  to  appear  for  the  defendant,  and  if 
his  account  be  correct,  there;  is  no  pretence  for  the  demand  made  by 
the    plaintiff. 

fSd.)  li.    SPANK  IE, 

Advocate-General, 
28th  :\fav    1818. 


fx    the    Supreme    Courr    of    Judicature    at    Fort    William    in    Bengal — 

Torab    Alee    Kiian  ...  ...  Plaintiff. 

Akbar    Alee    Khan  ...  ...  Defendant. 

Torab  Aloe  Khan  of  Mutehwa  IJazar.  in  Calcutta,  *Zamindar, 
the  plaintiff  in  this  cause  maketh  oath  ami  saith  that  Akbar  Alee 
Khan,  the  defendant  in  this  cause  is  justly  indebted  unto  him,  this 
deponent,  in  tlie  sum  of  Sicca  Rupees  Two  Thousand  i'oi-  money  lent 
and  advanced  by  this  deponent  to  the  said  defendant  at  his  request, 
and  this  deponent  further  saith  that  the  said  defendant  is  an 
inhabitant  of  the  town  of,  Calcutta,  and  therefore  as  he,  this 
deponent  is  advised  and  Ijelioves  is  a  person  subject  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion   of    tliis    Honourai)le    Court. 

Signed    in    the    Persian    character. 


Sworn    this    4tli    day    of   May    1818. 
before    me. 

Sd.     P.  ^Iacnaghtkn. 


IiAMl'iiNNOY     DUTT, 

Intr. 
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Upon  rtiadiug  tht?  annexed  certificate  and  the  written  affidavit 
having  been  duly  sworn  before  me,  I  do  order  that  a  Writ  of  Capias 
do  issue  in  this  cause  against  the  within  named  defendant,  and  that 
a  clause  be  therein  inserted  authorising  tlie  Sheriff  to  take  bail  in 
the  sum  of  Sicca  Rupees  Twf)  Thousand  and  One  Hundred — dated  the 
4th    day    of    May    1818. 

(Sd.)   F.   MACXACiHTEN. 


Copies. 
To  The    Company's    Attorney. 

Sir. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Hon'ble  the  Vice-President  in  Council  to 
transmit  to  you  tlie  accompanying  cojjies  of  a  letter  from  the  Board 
of  Revenue  dated  the  8th  instant  with  its  enclosure,  regarding  a 
warrant  of  debt  issued  against  Syed  Akbar  Alee  Khan,  a  Commis- 
sioner on  the  part  of  Government  for  the  management  of  a  public 
Institution    at     Hooo'hly. 

2.  You  are  requested  to  take  the  necessary  steps  under  the 
instructions  of  the  Advocate-General  for  defending  the  suit  therein 
referred  to,  if  persisted  in  ;  and  you  will  be  pleased  at  your  earliest 
convenience  to  furnish  Government  with  a  particular  report  in  regard 
to   the    circumstances    under    which    the    process    was    issued. 

3.  Any  information  that  you  may  require  touching  the  circums- 
tances of  the  Institution  referred  to,  or  regarding  Syed  Akbar  Alee 
Khan,  will  be  furnished  on  your  application  by  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of    Revenue. 

I  have.  etc.. 

(Sd.)     Illegible, 

Secretary    to   Government. 
Council  Chamber, 

The    Loth   May    1818. 
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The    roi)resentation    ol'   Syed    Akbar    Alee  Khan  addressed    to  tlie   Board  of 
Hevemie  respectino-  the  suit  instituted  af?ainst  liini  by  Turab  Alee  Khan 

The  suit  instituted  by  the  above  person  against  me  is  for  many 
reasons    not    cognizable    by    the    iSupreme   (Jourt  : — 

From  the  petition  of  plaintiff  it  appears  that  the  suit  has  been  com- 
menced direct  against  myself,  and  that  the  Government  are  in  no  way 
concerned  in  the  ease  ;  1  am  a  vakeel  on  the  part  of  iShreemunt 
Maharajah  Omrut  Rao  of  Poonah,  I,  therefore,  do  not  consider  myself 
as  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  above  Court.  In  the  year  1813 
a  prosecution  for  debt  commenced  against  a  vakeel  of  the  Court  of 
Nepal,    was    thrown    out    for    the    above    same    reasons. 

2ndly. — I  am  not  an  inhabitant  of  Calcutta  and  I  reside  without 
the    jurisdiction    of   tlie    Supreme    Court. 

3rdly. — It  does  not  appear  from  the*  jietition  of  the  plaintiff 
that  I  am  prosecuted  in  my  official  capacity,  besides,  the  cause  of 
this  action  originated  in  Hooghly,  a  place  not  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  but  subject  to  the  Regulations  of  the  Honour- 
able   Company. 

4thly. — I  was  employed  by  Maharajah  Omrut  Rao  on  an  embassy 
to  the  British  Government.  I  arrived  in  Calcutta  in  the  month  of 
July  1813  and  after  having  completed  the  object  of  my  mission  I 
remained  in  Calcutta  for  five  years.  Agreeably  to  the  wishes  of 
Maharajah  Omrut  Rao  and  with  the  permission  of  the  Most  Noble  the 
Marquis  of  Hastings,  in  the  month  of  September  1817,  I  set  out  for 
the  Western  Provinces,  Imt  afterwards,  obtaining  the  permission  of 
the  Maharajah  to  return.  I  arrived  in  Calcutta  on  the  lOtli  April 
1818,  and  took  up  my  aJjode  at  Entally  ;  i[  from  the  l!)tli  April  to 
the  commencement  of  the  prosecution  by  tlie  plaintiff,  I  have  in  any 
way  made  myself  amenable  to  the  Supreme  Court,  let  it  be  ])rove(l 
and  I  shall  in  that  case,  of  course,  consider  myself  as  bound  to 
answer    the    suit. 

If  the  circumstance  of  my  holding  a  situation  under  (iovei'nment 
should  make  me  subject  to  Court,  my  answer  to  the  suit  is  that  the 
deed  is  not  under  the  Regulations  (jf  the  Honourable  Company  ad- 
missible. 

The  circumstanc'cs  relating  to  the  case  are  as  follows.  On  the 
26th  Novemiier  1815,  corresponding  with  the  2nd  Augliun  1222.  I 
received  a  sunud  .from  the  Hoard  of  Revenue.  Two  or  three  days 
afterwards  some  of  the  old  officers  ijelonging  to  the  Institution  who 
had  -come  to  Calcutta  to  make  complaints  against  the  Mutwallis 
attended  on  me  and  showed  me  the  Moojmil  and  Oosoal  Tahsil  accounts 
of  the  Pergunnah  on  the  6th  of  Aughun.  I  arrived  at  Hooghly  and 
agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  (Collector  of 
Hooghly,     and     in    conformity    with    the    sunud    that    had    been    granted    to 
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me    I.    on    the     7lli     Aiigliuii,     corn'spdiKliiig     with    :?()th     Novciiilier.    li)|,h 
Zil    Huz     12o(),    took     cliavgo    of     the    Iiiiaiiil);ii-ah    of    the    late    Salahiiddin 
^lohained    at    Hooghly.       As    at    this     time    the     luTiod    of   the    festival    of 
the    .Mohuruiii     >vas    nigh    at     hand    and     as     1     had     received     instructions 
from    the    Acting    President    of    the    ]>oard    of     Revenue    to    attend    to   the 
aft'airs     of     the     institution,     anil     to     take     care    that    the     festivals    were 
pi-operly     conducted.      I,     in      consequence.      waited      upon       the     ('olh;ctor 
requesting   an    advance    of   money.       The    (Jollector    issued    a     strict    order 
on     the     subject     to     the     Mutwallis,     because    the     collections     for     the 
Pergunnah    were    at   that    time     under    those   officers.        The    sunud    of    ap- 
pointment    authorized     me     to     draw     upon     them    for     money.        I    grant 
my    receipts    for    such     as    I    might    receive,    charging    it    in    tlu'    accounts 
oi    tlie    Imambarah     as    a  disbursement    on  account    of   the    Institution,    to 
regulate    my    demands    vipon    the    Estate     according    to    collections    which 
the     accounts     of    the     Pergunnah    might   show    to     be    realized.        T    acted 
in    conformity    with    the    rules    laid    down    in    the  sunud.       The    Mutwallis 
informed  me  that  the    receipts    from    the    Pergunnah    were  applied  to    the 
liquidation    t)f     the     Government    Eevenue.     and     to    the    expenses    of   the 
Imambarah.    and    that    the  accounts    were    at  the   Pergunnah  ;    I   informed 
the    Collector    of   this    and    I    issued    at    the    same     time    an    order   to   the 
officers    on    the    Estate    to  furnish    me     with    the    papers    in    question  ;    the 
Collector    also    issued     a     strict     order     for    the     immediate     surrender   of 
them,    and    to   advance    me    money.     Baker     Alee   Khan  came     to    me    and  ■ 
said  that    there    was   a    sum    of  money    in    his     hands,    but    that    as    Rajab 
Alee    Khan    was    the    senior     Mut>valli,     he     could     not     give     it     without 
his    permission,    at     the    same    time    he     added     that    in     order     that    the 
Mohurum     should     be     provided     for,     he    would      advance     two     thousand 
rupees      in     the      name      of      Torab      Alee      Khan  ;      circumstanced      as     I 
then    was.    and    as     a    sum    of    money    was    necessary     on     account    of    the 
Mohurum.     I     was     induced      to     accept     the     ofter.     and     on     the     12th 
Aughun    I    accordingly    received    from     Baker    Alee  the    above  amount  and 
furnished    him    with     my     receipt    in    which     it     was    cleanly    stated    that 
the    money    was    received    on    account   of   the    expenses  of   the    Imambarah 
and    that    it    should    l»e    defrayed  from    the    receipts    from  the    Pergunnah  ; 
Baker    Alee      Khan     and      Rajali      Alee     Khan     informed      me     that     there 
were  no    surplus    collections    in    hand,    and     that    the     amount    which    they 
had    collected    had     been   partly     paid     into    the    Collector's     Treasury    on 
account    of    Government     Revenue,     and    the     rest    ex])ended     on     account 
of   the      salaries     of     the     servants     and     dependants     of     the     Institution. 
Aliout    this    time     I     received    letters    from     some    of    the    old     Per|unnah 
Officers     stating   that    the     collections    from    the    mofassil     has    exceeded 
the    amount    paid     into     the     Colllector's     Treasury     on     account     of     the 
revenue    of   the    PLstate.    and    that   the  Mutwallis    had    embezzled  consider- 
able   sums      and       further     that     Baker    Alee      Khan      had     concealed    the 
accounts    of   the  Estate,  and    receiving   this    information     T    demanded    the 
papers  and    money    from    Baker    Alee    Khan   who    said    that    on    his   return 
to    the    Estate    he    would    send    the    papers   accompanied    by    a    remittance  ; 
he    accordingly  set    out   for    the   Pergunnah — I     communicated    this    to   the 
Collector    who,    in   consequence,   issued     another    positive    injunction     for    a 
remittance    of   money.     In  consequence  of    this,  four    thousand  rujiees   were 
received    by    me    from    Baker  Alee    Khan,   viz  ;    two    thousand    on    the    ord 
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Chyte  and  on  tlic  (ith  two  tliousjuid  more,  also  one  tliousaiul  and 
eight  hundred  ami  lliirty  one  rupees  on  another  account  making  altoge- 
ther S.  Rs.  5,831  which  was  rec(Mvel  on  account  ol'  the  institution  [or 
the  al)ovo  year,  and  inserted  in  the  accounts  accordingly.  At  aljout 
tliis  time  I  received  directions  I'roni  the  IJoard  ol'  LlevcMiuc  to  proceed 
to  the  IVrgiinnah  to  attach  the  twt)  shares  belonging  to  the  Mutwallis 
I'or  the  purpose  of  recovering  the  amount  which,  it  appeared  (that 
these)  persons  had  embezzled  from  the  collections  on  account  of  the 
four   annas    share. 

In    addition    to    what    1    have  f    have  further    to 

forms  the  suliject  of  the  suit  against  me  belonged  to  Jiaker  Alee  Khan 
that  the  amount  is  inserted  in  the  Jumma  Ivhuruch  accounts  of  1222 
as  a  remittance  from  Syedpore,  and  that  those  accounts  have  been  for 
the  last  two  years  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Local  Agents  at 
Hooghly,  again  in  the  year  1223,  in  the  month  of  Jeyte  Baker  Alee 
Khan  wrote  to  Lala  Kishen  Dyal,  Tashildai-,  desiring  that  the  amount 
in  question,  which  was  lent  lo  me  in  the  name  of  his  brother  should 
either  l)e  passed  to  his  credit  on  account  of  Talook  Chingotea, 
or  that  the  amount  should  be  paid  to  him.  that  note  under  '  the 
signature  of  Baker  Alee  Khan,  I  have  in  my  hands  I  have  further 
to  state  that  I  have  not  the  least  acquaintance  with  Torab  Alee 
Khan  ;  it  will  appear  strange,  therefore,  that  a  man,  with  svhom  I 
was  not  in  any  manner  acquainted,  should  lend  so  large  a  sum,  neither 
is    Torab    Alee,    a  ^lukhtear    of  the    Estate  He    has  allowed    nearly 

to    pass    without   prosecution    of    the    recovery    of    the  amount 
Alee    Khan    has    for    tlin    last  in    same    he    went 

against  me  from  motives  of  j)ersonal  enmity 
from  the  explanation  which  I  have  above  furnished,  it  will  appear 
evident  that  the  money  which  forms  the  subject  of  the  suir  against 
me  belonged  to  Baker  Alee  Khan,  and  that  the  uanu^  of  Torab  Aloe 
Khan  is  ficitious.  If  the  mofassil  papers  r(dating  to  this  suim 
should  be  required,  they  are  to  be  found  with  Lala  Kishen  Dyal 
the  Tehsildar.  who  has  lately  obtained  leave  of  absmice  to  proceed 
to  Aziniabad  foi-  the  celel)ration  of  his  marriage  ;  a  delay,  therefore, 
of  one  month,  will  occui'  before  they  can  be  prosecuted.  fn  i-eply 
to  that  which  the  plaintiff  has  said  respecting  the  adjustment  of 
the  claim  I  have  to  say  that  1  have  not  seen  him  for  the  last 
year,  it  was  impossible,  therefore,  that  the  denumd  could  have  been 
settled. 

Dated    the    27th    dune    Isiy. 
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No.  833. 

To  C.  HuLLER,  Esq.,  W.  0.  Salmon,  Esq.,  S.  Swinton,  Esq., 
Members    of   the    Board    of    Revenue. 

Gentlemen, 

I  am  directed  by  His  Excellency  the  Most  Noble  the  Gov- 
ernor General  in  Council  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following 
letters  from  you.  and  your  acting  Secretary's  with  their  respective 
enclosures  : — 

1  Dated  14th  ultimo,  Board's. 

Board's   and  Actintr    Secretary's  ^  t\„  i  .,i  a     .-•  O  i  ' 

letter  dated   14th  nlthno   repecting  ^  ^O.  14th  ,.         Actmg    Secretary  S. 

arrears  due  from  Pergunnah    Syed-  \  J)o.  28th  .  Board's, 

pore  in  Jessore.  »       •  ri 

1     Do.       3rd        ,,       Actmg  Secretary  s. 

2.  The  farmers  of  the  Estate  referred  to  in  those  letters  appear 
to  be  bound  to  the  Collector  only  in  his  capacity  of  Local  Agent 
vested  with  the  management  of  the  Estate,  the  arrears  in  question 
being  apparently  balances  due  on  account  of  the  rents  receivable  by 
the  abovenamed  officer  on  account  of  the  endowment,  and  not  consti- 
tuting  arrears    of    the    public    revenue. 

3.  Under  this  conception  of  the  case  the  Governor  General  in 
Council  is  of  opinion  that  the  Collector  can  legally  exercise  for  the 
recovery  of  ari'ears  due  by  the  farmers  no  other  powers  than  those 
vested  in  ordinary  proprietors  of  malgoozary  lands,  and  that  consequently 
any  sales  which  he  may  effect  for  the  recovery  of  those  arrears  under 
the  powers  vested  in  Collector's  for  the  realization  of  the  public  dues 
from   s udder    farmers    would    not    be    legal. 

4.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  is  further  of  opinion,  that 
conformably  with  the  principle  of  the  provisions  contained  in  Regula- 
tion 19  of  1810,  the  Local  Assents  ought  not  to  exei-cise  any  further 
interference  with  the  affairs  of  the  Estate  in  question  than  is  necessary 
to  secure  its  prosperity  and  the  due  appropriation  of  the  profits  accord- 
ing to  the  intentions  of  the  endower.  His  Lordship  in  Council  would 
not  therefore  wish  that  the  Estate  should  be  continued  under  the 
immediate  charge  of  the  Collector  and  is  of  opinion  that  the  manage- 
ment of  it  ought  to  be  entrusted  to  the  Ameen  so  long  as  that  office 
shall  be  maintained,  suljjec^  to  such  control  on  the  part  of  the  Local 
Agents    as    may    be    necessary    for    the    above    purposes. 

5.  If  indeed  as  the  Governor  General  in  (Jouncil  understands  from 
your  present  correspondence  there  is  now  no  Mutwalli.  it  will  deserve 
the  consideration  of  your  Board  whether  it  may  not  be  proper  to 
appoint  one,  and  in  that  case,  to  vest  with  that  character  the  present 
Ameen,  of  whom  your  lioard  appear  to  entertain  a  very  favourable 
opinion. 

6.  The  decision  of  those  points  will  rest  with  your  Board,  but 
at    all    events    the    Governor  General    in    Council    is    decidedly     of     opinion 
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that  the  immediate  charge  of  the  .Estate  should  be  vested  in  some 
individual  as  Manager  on  the  part  of  the  Institution,  and  not  held  by 
the    Collector    himself. 

7.  His  Lordship  in  Council  is  the  more  of  this  opinion  because 
as  already  intimated,  it  appears  that  the  Collector  has  in  his  capacity 
of  Manager  been  exercising  powers  in  regard  to  sales  for  the  recovery 
of  the  rents  which  properly  belong  to  him  as  Collector,  and  can 
legally  be  exercised  only  for  the  realization  of  the  public  dues,  and 
because  it  would  further  appear  that  the  immediate  management  of 
the  Estate  on  account  of  the  Endowment  must  greatly  interfere  with 
the  performance  of  the  various  other  and  most  important  duties  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  Collector  ought  more  particularly  to  be 
directed. 

8.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  is  not  prepared  immediately 
to  determine  whether  it  will  be  practicable  to  afford  the  Collector  of 
Jessore  the  aid  of  a  covenanted  assistant,  and  with  the  above 
impressions,  he  would  not  of  course  consider  the  proposed  object  a 
sufficient    ground    for    doing    so. 

9.  It  appears  from  your  Board's  report  that  the  funds  of  the 
Institution  are  already  ample  for  every  purpose  of  the  Endowment. 
There  would  not,  therefore,  appear  to  exist  any  sufficient  motive  for 
wishing  to  draw  from  the  Estate  any  large  increase  of  rent,  and  the 
permanent  prosperity  of  the  Estate  will  probably  be  best  secured  by 
moderation    of  demand. 

10.  With  the  same  view  combined  with  the  still  more  important 
object  of  securing  the  comforts  and  happiness  of  the  ryots,  and  other 
inferior  tenantry  the  Governor  General  in  Council  would  wish  that 
the  Ameen  or  or  other  individual  whom  you  may  vest  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Estate  should  be  strongly  impressed  by  your  Board  and 
che  Local  Agents  with  the  propriety  of  granting  pattahs  to  those  persons 
on  such  terms,  as  without  sacrificing  the  interests  of  the  Endowment 
may  appear  best  calculated  to  bestow  stability  on  their  tenures  and 
thus    to  give    to   them    an    interest    in    the    improvement    of  the    Estate. 

11.  The  Governor  General  in  Council  is  doubtful  whether  this  is 
a  case  in  which  any  interference  on  the  part  of  Government  is 
required,  or  can  properly  be  exercised.  He  presumes  that  the  engage- 
ments of  the  farmer,  are  not  confined  solely  to  the  Government 
jumma,  and  that  the  Collector  granted  the  farm  not  in  the  strict 
capacity  of  a  Revenue  Officer  but  as  a  virtual  Manager  under  the 
authority    of   the    Court    of   Wards. 

12.  Under  these  circmstances  the  Governor  General  in  Council 
is  of  opinion  that  the  rules  relating  to  sudder  farmers  under  engage- 
ments for  the  public  revenue  are  not  applicable  to  the  case,  but  that 
the  Collector  must  be  guided  (under  the  instructions  of  your  Board) 
by  the  provisions  which  relate  to  the  proprietors  of  land  and  Managers 
appointed    under    Regulation    10    of    1793. 
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13.  Government  had  already  under  consideration  the  expediency 
of  explaining  by  a  declaratory  enactment  the  principle  which  guided 
its  decision  in  the  cases  referred  to  by  your  Board  and  His  Lordship 
in    Council    designs    to   take    an    early    opportunity    of   doing    so. 

14.  The  original  papers  which  accompanied  the  several  letters 
under  acknowledgment  are  returned  enclosed,  copies  of  such  as  have 
been  deemed  necessary  having  been  kept  for  the  records  of  Govern- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Sd.)  Illegible, 

Secretary  to  Government. 
Fort  William, 

The  7th  August  1818. 
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Sl'DUEK    liOARU    OK    KkVENIIK. 

To  GovKUNOu  Gknkkal  in  Councu-. 

My  Loku, 

In  conformity  with  the  ordere  of  Your  Lordship  in  Council 
conveyed  in  the  9th  paragraph  of  Mr.  Secretary  Mackenzie's  letter  of 
the  11th  of  December  last,  we  have  the  honour  to  submit  our  report 
on   the   petition    of   Wasiq   Alee    Khan. 

2.  The  measures  of  which  the  petitioner  complains  liave  been 
adopted  after  the  fullest  investigation  and  they  have  in  the  different 
stages  been  reported  to  and  approved  of  by  Government,  but  with  the 
view  to  preclude  the  necessity  of  reference  to  a  very  voluminous 
correspondence,  we  beg  to  submit  the  following  succinct  account  of  the 
proceedings    of    the    Board    referred    to    by    the    petitioner. 

3.  Pergunnah  Syeedporellea  in  the  district  of  Jessore  was  assigned 
by  the  late  Hajee  Muhammad  ]\Iohsin  as  an  endowment  for  the 
support  of  a  religious  institution  at  the  town  of  Hooghly  and  he 
constituted  Rajab  Alee  Khan,  the  petitioner's  father  and  Shakur  Alee 
Khan,  to  be  the  managers  of  the  Estates,  and  Superintendents  of  the 
establishment  at  Hooghly  by  a  Deed  of  Trust  (Towleutnamah)  and 
not  by  a  Deed  of  Gift  (Habanamah)  as  the  petitioner  desires  it  to  be 
considered. 

4.  The  abuses  which  existed  in  the  management  of  the  Institution 
and  in  the  appropriation  of  the  funds  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
Local  Agents  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  Regulation  XIX  of  1810, 
and  the  Board  were  induced  upon  consideration  of  a  report  of  the 
result  of  the  investigation  instituted  by  them  to  submit  to  Government 
a  proposition  for  the  better  management  of  the  Institution,  and  for 
ensuring  a  due  appropriation  of  the  funds  in  conformity  wath  the 
intention  of  the  Founder,  which  with  some  modification  received  the 
sanction  of  Government  on  the  6th  of  September  181.5,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  Syed  A.kbai'  Alee  Khan  to  the  situation  of  Superintendent 
of  the  P^ndowment  with  suitable  allowanoes  was  confirmed  by  Govern- 
ment   on    the    24th    of   November    following. 

5.  Under  this  arrangement  the  Trustees  under  the  original  grant 
i-emained  in  charge  of  the  several  estates,  it  having  been  intended 
that  the  Superintendent  should  receive  from  them  the  surplus  collection 
after  discharging  the  revenues  of  Government  and  other  charges 
authorized  by  the  deed  to  lie  applied  to  the  expenses  of  the  Institution. 
But  the  general  conduct  of  the  Trustees  and  the  mismanagement  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Estates  rendered  it  hopeless  that  a  proper  appropri- 
ation of  the  Funds  should  l)e  effected  under  this  system,  indeed  the 
appointment  of  a  Superintendent  and  Controller  became  wholly  nugatory. 
The  Board  were,  therefore,  compelled  to  commit  the  management  of 
th(>     lands     as     well    as    of   the    Institution,    to   officers    nominated    by    the 
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Superintendent,  who  were  instructed  to  pay  the  collections  into  the 
public  Treasury  at  Jessore,  the  Collector  having  been  desired  to  remit 
the  surplus  to  Hooghly,  for  the  expenses  of  the  Institution.  The  heavy 
arrear,  however,  which  had  occurred  during  the  management  of  the 
Trustees  rendered  a  sequestration  of  the  Estates  for  the  public  revenue 
subsequently  necessarj'. 

6.  The  Board  still  being  reluctant  to  exclude  the  Trustees  entirely 
and  permanently,  instructed  the  Collector  afterwards  to  release  them  in 
charge  of  the  Estates,  provided  they  would  consent  to  abide  by  certain 
conditions    calculated    to   secure  a    more    faithful    discharge    of   the    Trust. 

7.  The  indulgence  extended  to  them  was  so  much  abused  and  the 
conditions  were  so  little  observed,  that  early  complaints  were  preferred. 
The  affairs  of  the  Estate,  both  with  reference  to  public  revenue  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  Institution  fell  into  such  disorder  that  it  became 
absolutely  necessary  again  to  divest  the  Trustees  of  the  management 
and  commit  it  wholly  to  the  Superintendent. 

8.  The  Collector,  in  the  meantime,  proceeded  to  investigate  the 
actual  state  of  the  lands  and  the  manner  in  which  the  affairs  of  the 
Estates  had  been  conducted.  The  Trustees  were  proved  to  have  com- 
mitted extensive  embezzlements  of  the  funds  of  the  Endowment,  and 
the  most  unwarrantable  and  profligate  expenditure  was  shewn  by  the 
accounts  and  brought  to  light  by  the  Collector,  after  an  arduous  and 
patient  enquiry  conducted   with  much  ability. 

9.  Under  these  circumstances  it  would  have  been  a  dereliction  of 
public  duty  and  a  total  disregard  of  the  provisions  of  the  Regulation  XIX 
of  1810,  to  have  permitted  the  Trustees  to  continue  to  conduct  the 
affairs  of  the  Estates  or  to  hold  longer  any  principal  share  in  the 
management  of  the  Endowment.  Indeed  we  were  deterred  from  directing 
the  Institution  of  a  prosecution  against  them  only  by  the  probable 
expense  of  the  process,  which  the  impoverished  state  of  the  funds  was 
not  calculated  to  meet  and  by  the  better  prospect  that  existed  of 
obtaining  restitution  of  any  considerable  portion  of  the  embezzlement. 

10.  The  Deed  of  Trust  (a  translation  of  which  was  submitted  to 
Your  Lordship  in  Council  on*  the  14th  of  July  last)  limiting  expressly, 
as  well  as  by  general  instruction  of  the  Mahomedan  Law  in  all  cases 
of  Towleut  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Mutwallis  only  during 
good  conduct,  and  the  long  course  of  these  persons  in  the  very  opposite 
extreme  having  been  fully  substantiated,  they  were  finally  divested  of 
all  official  charge  or  concern  but  an  allowance  of  10  rupees  each  per 
mensem  for  their  personal  support   was  assigned  to  them. 

11.  In  conclusion  we  beg  leave  to  express  our  opinion  that  the 
petitioner  has  no  legal  claim  to  any  office,  place  or  emoluments  in  or 
from  the  Institution,  the  interests  of  which  would  not  be  likely  to  be 
maintained  by  the  appointment  of  persons  connected  with  the  family  of 
the  old  Mutwallis  ;  indeed  it  should  be  considered  that  the  allowance 
now  made  is  a  matter  of  gi-ace  and  not  of  right. 
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12.  Under  the  orders  of  Government  dated  7th  August  Last,  Akbar 
Alee  Khan  was  appointed  by  us  Mutwalli  of  the  establishment,  we 
did  not  at  that  time  consider  it  to  be  expedient  to  associate  any  other 
person  with  him  in  the  office,  as  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  have 
the  sole  charge  in  order  to  effect  a  complete  reform  in  the  establish- 
ment ;  but  as  the  intent  of  the  Endower  and  the  letter  of  the  Tow- 
leutnamah  require  the  appointment  of  two  Mutwallis,  we  propose  to 
select  a  proper  person  as  a   coadjutor  to  Akbar  Alee  Khan. 


The  16th  July  1819. 


(Sd.)    G.    WARDE, 

Secretary. 
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To  Hi('iiAi;i)  HrNi'Ki;,   Ksy., 

Secretary    t-u    I  lie     Uuanl    oi'    lieveiiiie,    Furl    William. 

Sii;. 

\\'i-:  have  the  hi)iiuur  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ol'  Mr.  iSecretary 
Ward's  U'tter.  dated  the  Tith  ol'  December,  with  a  copy  of  a  petition 
of  plaint  presented  to  the  Judge  of  Hooghly  by  Wasik  Alee  Khan, 
claiming  from  the  Imambarah  8.  Rs.  7,850-6-19  on  account  of  a  sum 
said  to  have  been  lent  by  his  father  Rajub  Alee  Khan  in  1212  to 
the  late  Hajee  Moshin,  the  propi'ietor  of  the  Estates  and  Endower  of 
the    Institution. 

2nd. — We  called  on  the  j\lutwalli  for  his  report  on  the  case,  a 
copy  of  which  accompanies  this  letter,  and  the  Board  will  perceive,  he 
is  of  opinion  that  the  validity  of  the  Bond  on  which  the  debt  is 
claimed  is  doubtful,  and  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the 
accounts  found  in  the  Imambarah  Sheristah.  in  which  mention  is  made 
of   the    transactions    in    question. 

ord. — We  have  inspected  these  accounts  and  will  transmit  an 
extract  from,  together  with  a  translation  of  such  parts  as  would  appear 
to  refer  to  the  case  under  review.  W^e  also  called  on  Wasik  Alee 
to  attend  himself  or  by  Muklitear,  and  to  produce  the  Bond  and  his 
account    of   the    sums    due. 

4th. — On  the  10th  instant  his  Mukhtear  appeared  with  the  original 
Bond  dated  the  1st  Phagoon  1212  for  iS.  Rs.  14,801  and  on  the  back 
of   it    Rs.     11,000    are    stated    to   have    been    received    in    payment. 

.")tli. — This    do^^ument    bears    the     seal,    but  has  not     the    signature    of 

the    late    Hajee,    the    Mukhtear,    however    states    that    the   word  ^i*Jl     (the 
slave)    placed    over    the    Hajee's    seal    was    written    by    him. 

6th. — After    attentively   considering    the  case,   we    are    of  opinion    that 

for    following    reasons     it     will     be    advisable    to    leave    the  petitioner   to 

recover    what    may    be    due    to    him    by    preferring    liis    claim  through    the 
Court. 

7th. — First,  tliere  are  doubts  as  to  the  validity  of  the  document 
on  which  the  claim  is  founded,  these  are  not  removed  by  the 
circumstance  of  the  late  Hajee's  seal  being  affixed  to  it,  as  it  was  in 
the  possession  of  the  petitioner  up  to  the  23rd  July  1817  and  a 
reference  to  the  correspondence  relating  to  the  forgery  of  the  F'urd 
AUahaidie.  will  show  that  he  and  his  confederates  were  cajiable  of 
making   an    improper    use    of    it. 

Second,  admitting  that  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  Bond  was  really 
lent  to*  the  late  Hajee,  we  stili  think  it  highly  improbable  tliat  it 
should  not  ere  this  have  been  repaid  or  that  no  claim  should  until 
now     have      been     preferred.       Rajali     Alee    Khan,    the   peritioner's   lather 
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who  is  said  ti)  havi"  lent  the  money,  was  appointed  by  tlic  Hajee  in 
B.  S.  1213  joint  ]Mut\vali.  and  on  the  Hajee's  death  in  1219  he, 
with  Shaker  Alee  Khan,  sucoeeded  to  the  manageujent  ol  the  whole 
of  the  property,  in  this  situation  he  remained  until  his  own  death 
which  (R-eurit'd  in  1223  and  up  to  that  date  he  with  the  other 
Manager  ha  1  the  entire  control  over  the  Funds  and  also  of  the  papers 
and  accounts  in  the  Sherishta.  and  we  do  nnt  think  it  |)robable  tha 
he  would  have  allowed  the  Estate  to  remain  so  long  in  his  debt  or 
thai    on    paying   himself    he    would    liave    entered    it    in    the    accounts. 

8th. — The  papers  of  the  Iniambarah  during  the  time  it  was  under 
the  managtMUt'UT,  of  the  dismissed  Mutwallis  are  in  the  greatest  state 
of  confusion,  and  if  the  present  demand  be  acceedi'd  to,  we  doubt 
not,  but  that  others  of  a  similar  ilescription  will  be  preferred.  Wasik 
Alee  Khan  has  never  applied  for  redress  either  to  the  Local  Agents 
or  the  Board,  he.  therefore,  will  have  nothing  to  complain  of,  if  he  is 
left    to    seek    it    through    the    means    of    a    regular    suit. 

!)th. — It  is  on  these  grounds  that  we  iirincipally  i)bject  to  his  being 
paid,  but  we  think  that  if  he  prosecutes  and  the  validity  of  the 
Bond,  together  with  tlie  correctness  of  the  accounts,  cannot  be  dis- 
proved, still  the  suit  may  be  successfully  defended  on  the  gi-ounds  of 
illegal    interest    having    made     part     of    the    S.    Rs.     14,801   for    which   the 

Bond   is    said    to  have  been    given,     the  greater 
xvifof^nS?     '■      ^''■'"'''''""     part     of     this     sum     appearing     by    the     above 

accounts    to    Ije     balances     of    former    debts     for 
which    24    |)er    cent    interest    was    charged. 

10th. — The  delay,  which  has  occurred  in  transmitting  this  i-eport,  has 
been  occasioned  by  the  absence  from  Hooghly  of  Akbar  Alee  Khan 
on    other     business     connected     with    the     interests     of    the    En^lowment. 

We    are, 
Sir, 
Your    most  obedient    servants, 

(Sd.)  Illegible, 

Local  Agents. 
Hooghly    Loc^l    Agent's    Office, 
loth    February   1821. 
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BoAiii)  OF  Rkvente. 

The  27tli    Feliniary  1821. 
Local    Agents.    Hoogbly. 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15tli 
February  accompanying  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  l^lutwalli  on  the 
plaint    of    Wasik    Alee  Khan. 

2.  As  Wasik  Alee  Khan  has  instituted  a  suit  in  the  Hooghly 
Dewani  Adawlut  against  Government  and  Ali  Akbar  Khan,  the  Local 
Agents  must  in  conjunction  with  the  latter  person  defend  the  suit, 
and  the  expense  ad  interim  of  so  doing  must  be  for  the  present 
disbursed    under    the    Board's    authority    by    the    MutwalH. 

o.  Though  not  noticed  by  you  llie  Board  observe  that  Ali  Akbar 
Khan  in  his  answer  points  out  that  the  Bond  in  question  has  no 
subscribing  witnesses  which  circumstance  should  be  pointedly  insisted 
on    in    proof    of   its    invalidity. 

4.  The  Board  consider  the  claim  so  wholly  untenable  and  so 
indisputably  unsusceptible  of  legal  proof  that  they  are  inclined  to 
believe,  the  suitor  in  reality,  grounds  his  best  hope  of  success  on  their 
declining  to  take  the  trouble  to  defend  the  action,  and  it  is  therefore 
probable  that  a  well-drawn  pleading  answering  his  plaint  will  induce 
him    to   relinquish    so    hopeless    a    prosecution. 

5.  You  will  of  course  submit  for  the  Board's  approval  a  copy 
of  the  answer  the  Mutwalli  under  your  directions  may  propose  to  file 
in   the    Dewani   Adawlut    of   ZiUa    Hooghly   in   this    suit. 
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Board  of  Revenuk. 
Miscellaneous. 

Local    Agents,    Hooghly. 


The  2ik1  March  1821. 


I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  transmit  to  you  the 
enclosed  copy  of  a  petition  of  ]daint  filed  in  the  Provincial  Court  for 
the    division    of    Calcutta    by    Wasik    Alee    Khan. 

2.  The  Board  request  that  you  will  prepare  and  transmit  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Board,  a  draft  of  the  answer  you  would  propose 
to  file  in  the  suit,  with  reference  to  the  correspondence  which  ter- 
minated in  the  removal  of  the  late  Mutwallis  by  order  of  Government 
and    in    communication    with    the    present    Mutwalli. 

o.  Together  with  the  draft  of  your  answer,  you  will  be  pleased 
to  submit  a  report  explanatory  of  the  line  of  defence  you  propose 
to   take    and    the    reason    for    your    preference    of    that    line. 

4.  This  petition  of  plaint  was  received  some  time  since,  but  its 
transmission  to  you  was  omitted  ;  the  Board  now  learn  that  the 
Mutwalli  lias  recently  been  called  upon  to  file  his  answer  within  a 
month  ;  it  will,  therefore  be  necessary  to  expedite  the  preparation 
of  the  rejily  on  your  part  in  order  that  it  may  be  approved  by  the 
Board  and  ready  to  be  filed  l)y  the  day  which  the  Court  may  have 
assigned  for  the  hearing  of  the  case  ;  or  should  you  be  unable  to 
effect  this,  you  will  move  the  Provincial  Court  through  the  Vakeel  of 
Government  to  allow  the  postponement  of  the  hearing  of  the  case 
another  month  to  at..ord  time  for  the  preparation  of  the  defence  on 
your    part. 
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To  R.  Hunter.  Es^q., 

Secretary    to    the    Board    of    Revenue,    Fort    William. 

Sir, 

I  beg  you  will  lay  before  the  Board  of  Revenue  the  aceompany- 
mg  copy  of  a  petition  of  plaint  that  has  been  filed  in  the  Court  of 
Appeal  for  the  division  of  Calcutta  by  Wasiq  Alee  Khan  for  the  re- 
covery of  a  share  in  the  Towleut  of  the  4  annas  of  Syed]iore  amount- 
ing to  S.  Rs.  5,935-8-0  received  from  the  Company's  Vakeel  and  I  have 
to  request  the  Board's  authority  for  tiling  the  proper  reply  on  the 
part  of   Government. 

I    am. 

SlK, 

Your    most    obedient   servant, 

(Sd.)    Illegible, 

Collector. 

Zii.L.Mi    .Jes!?ore,    Collector's  Office, 
The    5th    March    1821. 
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To    K.    HiiNi'Ki;.    Knq., 

Socrotary    to  the    ISoard    of    Rovenne.    Fort    William. 

SlK. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receijit  of  the  Board's 
orders  communicated  in  the  late  Secretary's  letter  of  the  12th 
January  last  desiring  me  to  submit  my  sentiments  on  the  question 
of  dividing  the  Trust  Estate  into  laitnee  talooks  selling  them  on 
conditions    of    talooks    in    the    district   of    Hurdvvan. 

2nd. — I  am  not  aware  that  any  objection  exists  against  adopting 
the  arrangement  jiroposed,  on  the  contrary,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
arrangement  will  in  every  way  be  desirable  as  it  will  not  only  add 
considerably  to  the  funds  of  tlie  Institution  and  secure  a  punctual 
realization  of  the  revenue  but  be  beneficial  to  the  Estate.  I  should 
be  inclined,  therefore,  strongly  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  plan 
at    as    early    a    period   as    may    be    practicable. 

3nl. — In  regard  to  the  details  of  the  arrangement  I  beg  to  state 
that  it  appears  to  me  advisable  that  the  Estate  should  be  divided 
into  small  portions  with  the  view  thai  the  Talookdars  of  the  Pergunah 
may    be    allowed    the    i)])portunity     of    becoming  the    Putneedars. 

4th. — The  following  are  the  only  rules  that  occur  to  me  to  pro- 
pose for  »the  details  of  the  arrangement  of  disposing  of  the  Estate  by 
putnee. 

(1)  The    Estate    to    be    divided     into    talooks     of     moderate    size    of 

a  jumma  not    exceeding    2,000  rupees. 

(2)  To   assess     a    jumma    on     such    talooks    the   collections     of    the 

l)ast  year  to  form  the  basis  and  such  increase  to  be 
added  as  with  reference  to  the  extent  of  the  lands  and 
capabilities    may     appear     fair    and    just. 

(3)  That    the     division      to     be    formed     shall      consist      of     entire 

villages  and  that  the  lots  be  put  up  without  any 
specification    of    the    quantity    of   lands    comprized     in    them. 

(4)  That    the    intended     sale    of    the    Putnee    taluks    be    advertised 

and  intending  purchasers  referred  to  the  cutchei'y  of  the 
Mutwalli  for  any  information  they  may  wish  to  obtain  in 
regard    to   the    resources    and    extent    of   the     talooks. 

(5)  That    the    sale    of    the   talooks      take      ])lace       in      the    office     of 

the    Collector     and     that    the    purchasers     receive     a      i>ill-ol- 
,       sale     signed    by    the    Collector  and     Mutwalli. 

[6]    That    the     revenue     payable    by     the     Putneedars    be     paid     info 
the     cutchery    of    the    Mutwalli. 
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(7)  That  the  I\Int\valli  and  Putiioodars  ivfenvd  to  Regulation 
8  of  1819  ill  regard  to  the  validity  oi'  the  tenures  and 
their  relative  rights  and  the  process  for  the  sale  of  putnee 
talooks    111      satisfaction    of    dniiaiid    of    rent. 

5rh. — I  i)ropose  the  division  of  the  Estate  into  small  talooks 
that  the  Talukdars  of  the  pergunnah  may  become  tlu'  Piitneedars  and 
the  Board,  will.  J  hope,  concur  with  me  in  opinion  that  it  will  be 
better  that  these  people  should  have  the  Estate  in  preference  to 
strangers  when  I  recommend  that  the  talooks  should  be  parcelled 
out  of  jumma  noL  above  2,000  rupees.  I  mean  that  this  should  be 
done  in  all  practicable  cases  but  as  1  have  proposed  the  talooks 
to  consist .  of  entire  villages,  one  or  two  may  be  found  of  large 
extent. 

(5tli — 111  regard  to  the  jumma  to  be  affixed  on  the  talooks  I  would 
recommend  a  fair  and  easy  assessment  ;  I  believe,  however,  that  many 
talooks.  especially  those'  situated  on  the  borders  of  the  Sunderbans 
will  bear  an  increase  beyond  the  jumma  of  the  past  year.  The 
Talukdars.  by  having  a  pennaneiit  interest  in  the  lands,  will,  of 
course,  exert  themselves,  in  bringing  into  cultivation  lands  that  have 
hitherto  been  allowed  to  remain  waste,  and  as  I  learn  from  the  mofassil 
othcers  of  the  Estate  that  there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  land 
that  hitherto  has  never  been  brought  into  a  productive  state,  thoitgh 
capable  of  cultivation,  it  will  be  but  pr.iper  to  add  a  trifling  increase 
on  the  jumma  of  those  talooks  in  which  such  land  may  be  known 
to    lie    in    existence. 

7th— 111  respect  to  not  specifying  the  quantity  of  lands  comprised  in 
each  lot.  I  lieg  to  state  that  I  propose  this  to  prevent  aiiv  confusion 
that  might  arise  from  complaints  of  purchasers  not  oljtaining  the  full 
quantity  of  land  guaranteed  to  them  by  sale.  If  tlie  talooks  consist 
of  entire  villages,  no  confusion  can  possibly  arise,  the  land  apper- 
taining to  every  village  is  known,  and  possession  can  easily  be 
obtained. 

8th — I  am  not  aware  that  any  further  remarks  on  the  subject  are 
necessary.  I  only  beg  to  add  that  1  have  just  received  a  petition  by 
Dawk  from  Htirry  j\Iohon  Takoor  in  which  he  offers  to  take  the  Trust 
Estate  on  the  following  conditions,  viz.,  to  pay  down  a  lakh  of 
rupees  as  the  luirchase  and  a  revenue  equal  to  the  average  amount 
that  may  have  been  realized  during  the  last  three  years.  I  beg  to 
submit  a  copy  of  the  petition  for  the  information  of  the  Board  ;  the 
proposition,  however,  is  one  that  I  would  not  recommend  being 
accepted,  as  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  putnee  system  will  be  more 
advantageous    both    to   the    Estate    and    Institution. 

9th — If  Government  should  determine  upon  letting  the  Estate  out 
by  putnee  talooks.  I  will  prepare  and  forward  to  the  Board  a  state- 
ment agi'eeably  to  form  sulmiitted  by  the  Superintendent,  and  received 
with     your    letter  of    the    26th    .lanuarv    last    in     which    shall    lie    detailed 
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the      Kfstatf     (liviilt'd      into     villagos      in     the     niannrr     in    which    \    would 
reconiniciiil    their    hcini;   sold. 

1    am. 

Sll!, 

^'our    most    obedient  servant, 


(Sd.)   J.    v.    WARD, 
Collector. 


ZUA.AU  JesSOKK,  CoLI-KCTOK'.S    Ol'flCK. 

The    yth    March    1821. 


To   .1.    P.    \Vai:d.    Em., 

Collector  of  .Tessore. 

The  humble  petition  of  Hurry 
Mohon  Tagore  of  Calcutta, 
Humbly  shewpth  : — 

That  upon  the  deatli  of  Monnojan  Begum,  the  four-anna  share  of 
the  zemindary  of  the  said  late  Monnojan  Begum  in  the  Pergunnah 
Syedpore,  etc.,  in  the  zillah  of  Jessore  descended,  and  come  to  one 
Meah  MunsufF  on  whose  behalf  Shakir  Alee  Khan  and  Rujab  Alee 
Khan    acted     as     Mutwallis    or  Agents. 

That  a  person  of  the  name  of  Bunda  Alee,  set  up  a  title  to  the 
said  zemindary  and  prosecuted  the  said  Meah  Munsuff,  together  with 
his  Mutwallis  or  Agents,  for  the  recovery  of  the  possession  thereof, 
which  said  cause  has  been  heard  and  deterniued  in  favour  of  the 
said  Meah  Munsutf'  in  the  Zillah  Court  and  the  Court  of  Appeal  for 
the  division  of  Calcutta,  and  ultimately  in  the  Sudder  Devvanj'  Adawlut 
and  that  the  said  Bundah  Alee  has  appealed  against  such  decision  to 
His    Most  Gracious    Majesty    in    his    ^lost    Honourable    Privy    Council. 

That  ui)on  the  death  of  the  said  appellant  and  i-espondents  the 
Government  took  the  possession  and  management  of  the  said  Estate 
and    appointed    their   Agents    to   receive   the    rent    thereof. 

That  your  petitioner,  has  been  lately  informed  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion   of   Government    to   let    out    the    zemindary    as    putnee    talook. 

That  your  petitioner  is  desirous  and  hereby  offers  to  take  tjie  said 
talook  upon  the  following  conditions,  that  is  to  say,  your  petitioner 
hereby  offers  to  give  to  the  Institution  a  Nazaranah  of  one  lakh  of 
rupees,  and  yay  the  annual  jumma  or  revenue  by  monthly  instalments 
in  the  manner  as  the  same  have  been  fixed  and  settled  by  Govern- 
ment on  the  decennial  settlement,  and  also  to  pay  an  annuity  for  the 
Imambarah  expenses  in  manner  following  (that  is  to  say)  whatever  the 
average  of  the  gross  collection  of  tlie  last  three  j^ears  after  deducting 
thereout  Xo  per  cent,  for  the  expenses  of  the  collection  and  the  inter- 
est on  the  Nazaranah  being  6,000  rupees,  and  after  paying  therefrom 
the  (Tovernment  revenue,  but  should  the  decree  of  the  tSudder 
Dewani     Adawlut    be    reversed    by    His     Most    Gracious    Majesty    in     His 
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Most  Honouralile  Privy  Council,  ilu'ii  your  [X'titionor  shall  relinquish 
the  possession  oi'  the  said  zeniindary  upon  the  Nazaranali  being 
refunded  to  your  petitioner  without  interest,  your  petitioner  to  be 
allowed  to  set  off  the  profits  wliieli  he  may  then  have  received 
against  the  said  interest  and  that  no  account  to  be  taken  for  the 
same  from  your  [letitioner.  but  should  tlie  decree  in-  confirmed,  then 
your  petitioner  to  l)e  put  into  the  permanent  and  iindisturi)ed  posses- 
sion   of   the    zemindar}-. 

That  your  petitioner  humbly  represents  that  should  the  revenue  be 
committed  to  his  individual  management,  the  dues  of  Government  will 
be  realized  with  much  more  punctuality  and  with  far  less  trouble  and 
expense  of  establishment  than  if  parcelled  out  among  a  number  of  in- 
dividuals, and  moreover  if  they  should  fail  to  fulfil  their  eagagements 
to  pay  the  revenue,  it  will  be  necessary  to  sell  the  same  and  dispossess 
the  individual,  and  the  new  purchaser  of  the  talooks  will  not  be  liable 
to  return  the  talooks,  in  case  the  decree  of  the  Sudder  Dewani 
Adawlut  be  reversed  by  His  Majesty  in  Council,  whereas  the  above- 
mentioned  Nazaranah  offered  to  be  deposited  by  your  petitioner  will 
l)ecome  a  security  for  the  due  performance  of  the  orders  of  Govern- 
ment   when    the    decision    of    His    Majesty    in    Council    shall    be    known. 

Your  petitioner,  therefore,  humbly  prays.  Your  Honour  will  be 
pleased  to  take  your  petitioner's  proposal  into  your  most  favourable 
conlfeideration. 

(8d.)  Hurry  Mohon  Tagore.  , 
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Board   ov   Rkvenue, 

Ml!<CEI,LAN?:OUS. 

March  16th  1821. 

Collector    of   Jessove. 

I  ain  directed  to  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
5th  March  and  to  inform  you  that  the  Board  desire  you  will  move 
the  Court  through  the  Vakeel  on  the  part  of  Government  to  comply 
with    the    provisions    of    Section    3,   Regulation    II    of   1814. 

After   the    receipt    of    tlie    prescribed   Notification    from  the    Court   the 
necessary    instructions    will    be    sent    to   you. 
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Board  of  Revenue, 


Miscellaneous. 


23rd  :March  1821. 


To 


Collector    of   Jessore. 


I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  and  its 
enclosure  of  the  9th  instant  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  settle- 
ment of  the  Trust  Estate.  The  Board  propose  to  submit  their  senti- 
ments to  Government  and  in  the  meantime  that  no  delay  may  be 
incurred  they  desire  that  you  will  proceed  in  concert  with  the 
Mutsvalli  and  his  ofl&cers  to  prepare  and  submit  the  statement  alluded 
to    in    the    concluding   paragraph    of   your   letter. 
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T(»  R.  HtiNTKR.  Esq., 

Secretary    to   the    Board    of    Revenue. 

Fort    William. 

Sir, 

We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  draft  for  the  15oard's  approval 
of  the  answer  we  propose  to  file  in  the  suit  instituted  by  Wasik 
Alee  Khan  in  the  Court  of  Appeal  at  Calcutta  claiming  the  Mutwalli- 
ship    of    the    Tmamharah    at    HooghlJ^ 

2nd. — We  are  of  opinion  that  Section  XIV  Regulation  XIX  of  1810 
vests  the  Hoard  of  Revenue  with  the  exclusive  authority  of  removing 
and  appointing  the  SuperintiMidcnts  an  1  Managers  of  Endowments  of 
the  nature  set  forth  in  the  above  Regulation,  and  tlie  Courts  (/  Justice 
do  not  a()pear  to  us  to  liave  any  manner  of  control  over  such  appoint- 
ments. The  option  allowed  to  individuals  to  sue  in  the  (Jourts  l)eing 
pi'ecisely  stated  in  Section  XV  to  he  "  with  respect  to  tiie  appropri- 
ation of  any  land  or  building",  etc.,  or  for  compensation  in  damages 
for  any  loss  ;  we  have,  thei-efore,  only  drawn  up  a  concise  answer 
questioning  the  Court's  jurisdiction,  and  stating  that  if  it  considers 
itself  competent  to  jirocecd  in  the  suit,  we  will  then  liriiig  forward 
the    particular    requisite    for    defending  tlie    same   in    the    rejoinder. 

■Wd. — This  answer  we  i)ropose  to  send  to  the  Government  Vakeel 
with  an  order  to  mo\'e  the  Court  to  liold  a  proceeding  and  record 
their  ojjinion  (on  the  answt>r  being  filed)  as  to  tlie  nect>ssity  of  our 
further  defending  the  suit  or  not.  Should  the  Court  maintain  its 
jurisdiction  on  the  Government  Vakeel  informing  us  of  the  same,  we 
will  prepare  the  rejoinder  with  due  explanations,  which  does  not  ajipear 
to    us    tfi    l)e    necessary    in    the    present    state    of   the    case. 

We  are, 
Sir, 
Your    most   (jbedient    servants. 


lIoouHi.Y  LocAi,  Agknt's  Ofkkk. 
The  6th  April   1S21. 


(Sd.)    IlJ.KUIBLK, 

Local  Agents. 
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Wasik    Ally    Kiiax.    petitioner. 

To   R.   HiTNTKK.   Esq., 

Secretar.y    to   the    Board    of    Revenue, 

Fort    William. 

Stk. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
dated  the  21st  ultimo  covering  a  petition  from  the  above  named  person 
for    onr    report. 

2nd. — The    nature    of    the    Mosherah    petitioned    for    will     be    seen    by 

a    reference    to   the    correspondence 

^nh  pa,-.     Local  Agent's  letter  dated    l5tl,    A„gust       ^^^.^^    ^^    ^j^^   margin,    it    is    defrayed 

6tli  par.    Board's  reply  dated   the   29th   August     from    the    ^ths    share     directed    by 

1817  ' 

the  Towleut  of   the   Founder  to  be 
set    apart    for   the    payment    of    pensions. 

3rd. — The  Board's  orders  above-mentioned  regarding  the  continuance 
of  the  pension  have  never  been  suspended  but  by  referring  to  our 
proceedings  of  the  9th  of  January  last  herewith  returned,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  petitioner  claimed  arrears  of  his  pension  from  Bhadoon 
1220  to  Cartick  1222  amounting  to  S.  Rs.  2.700  which  he  had  already 
received  at  Jessore.  This  fact  we  ascertained  by  refei-ring  to  the 
accounts  transmitted  to  the  Board  with  Mr.  Tucker's  letter  dated  the 
13th  of  August  1817,  by  which  it  would  appear  that  Wasik  Alee  Khan 
received  in  those  two  years  S.Rs.  2,827-12  being  an  excess  of  Rs.  127 
beyond    his    due. 

4th. — A  reference  to  the  correspondence  relating  to  the  Imambarah 
will  clearly  show  the  character  of  Wasik  Alee  Khan  and  what  degree 
of   reliance   should    be   placed   in    his   assertions. 

We  are, 
Sir, 
Your    most    oljedient    servants, 

(Sd.)  Illegible, 

Local  Agents. 
HooGHLY  Local  Agent's  Office, 
16th  April  1821. 


94 


l)(i.\i;i)  (IK   Kf.venhk. 

M  ISC'Kl.l.ANEOUS. 

1st  M;iy  1821. 
Local  Agents.  lI()o;T]ily. 

Gentkemkn, 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ol'  your  two 
letters  oi'  the  16th  and  23rd  ultimo  with  their  respective  enclosures  and 
to  ti-ansmit  copies  ol  three  Roobukarees  ol  the  Board  containing  their 
sentiments  with  respect  to  the  course  of  defence  deemed  by  them 
necessary  to  be  jjursued  in  the  suits  instituted  in  the  Provincial  and 
Zillah  Courts  by  Wasik  Ah^e  Khan,  and  liy  jNIohammad  Hussain  and 
you  will,  as  therein  directed,  be  jileased  to  prepare  and  tile  your 
answers. 

2.  Under  the  circumstances  of  the  case  the  Board  do  not  consider 
the    petition    of    Hosain    Alee    deserving    of    further   attention. 

o.  In  reply  to  paragraph  4  of  your  letter  of  the  23rd  ultimo  the 
Board  observe  that  neither  you  nor  the  JNIutwalli  are  answerable  for 
claims  made  by  fraudulent  suitors.  The  funds  of  the  Estate  are 
answerable  but  it  becomes  incumbent  on  you  and  the  Mutwalli  as 
well  as  this  Board  to  lend  your  wisdom  and  industry  to  defend  such 
suits  and  to  protect  the  institution,  otherwise  Regulation  XIX  of  1810 
would    become    a   dead    letter. 

4.  You  may  move  the  Court  to  be  excluded  as  defendants  but 
as  Local  Agents  you  must  take  all  the  trouble  of  seeing  that  justice 
is    done    to   the    interests    of    the    Estate    concerned    in    the    prosecution. 

5.  The  Board  admit  that  as  far  as  the  revenue  interests  of 
Government  are  at  stake  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  your  being 
defendants  in  these  suits,  but  the  dignity  of  the  Government  is  con- 
cerned that  the  benevolent  intt-ntions  of  Regulation  XIX  of  1810  should 
be    upheld    and   supported. 

6.  In  regard  to  the  doubts  expressed  in  the  11th  paragrai)h  of 
your  letter  of  the  23rd  ultimo  the  Board  desii'e  you  will  point  out 
(if  you  think  it  necessary)  in  what  they  consist  and  in  answer,  you 
will  be  furnished  with  instructions  i)Ut  you  will  confine  yourselves  to 
existing  cases  and  emergencies  that  have  arisen  and  not  solicit  the 
Board's    sentiments    on    speculative    or    supposed    cases. 

7.  As  long  as  impartiality,  equity  and  good  conscience  regulate 
the  proceedings  of  a  public  officer  a  very  moderate  degree  of  judgment 
will  be  sufficient  for  ihe  purposes  of  right  and  substantial  justice,  and 
therefore,  the  Board  are  confident  that  wlien  you  exercise  a  sound 
discretion,  the  cases  which  usually  come  before  you  cannot  be  better 
provided,   for    than    by    the    determination    you    will    foi-m. 

In  conclusion  the  Board  confidently  expect  you  will  examine  the 
accounts  with  a  view  to  assure  yourselves  that  they  are  faithful  and 
correct,  and  where  any  items  excite  a  doubt  you  will,  of  course,  make 
full    enquiry    until    you    are    satisfied. 
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Wasiq   Alee   Khax. 

To  R.  HuNTKK,  Esq.. 

Secretai-y  to  the  Board  of  Revenue, 

Fort  William. 

Sir. 

In  conformity  to  the  instructions  of  the  Board  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  16th  March  last  the  necessary  measures  were  adopted  to 
move  the  Court  of  Appeal  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  Section  3, 
Regulation  2  of  1814,  in  regard  to  the  petition  of  plaint  of  the  above- 
named  in  reply  to  which  I  Ijeg  leave  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  Proceed- 
ing received  from  that  Court  dated  the  12th  instant  through  this 
Zilla  Court  by  which  you  will  i)erceive  that  the  Provincial  Court  had 
previously  submitted  the  petition  in  question  to  the  Board  and  received 
authority  to  investigate  the  suit,  therefore  I  now  request  to  know  in 
what    manner    the    answer    on   the    part    of    Government    is    to    be    filed. 

T  am. 

SiK. 

Your   most    obedient    servant, 
(Sd.)  Illegible. 

ZiLLAH    JeSSORE,    CoLLECTOR'.S    OfFICE. 

The    29th    May    1821. 
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WA81CK  Ally  Khan. 
Board   of   Revenue. 

Miscellaneous. 

1st    June    1821. 

Acting   Collectoi-   oi"   Jessore. 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
29th  ultimo  with  its  enclosure  and  to  forward  to  you  for  your  inform- 
ation and  guidance  the  accompanying  copy  of  the  Board's  Rubookary 
in  the  suit  abovenamed  which  was  transmitted  to  the  Local  Agents  at 
Hooghly  and  to  desire  that  you  will  leave  the  conduct  of  the  defence 
to  those    officers. 
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SUDDEK    J^OAKU    OF    RkVKNUK 

Miscellaneous. 


March   2nd,    1829. 


No.    1029. 


W.  Braddon,  Esq., 

Commissioner    of    Revenue, 

Burdwan    Division. 

SlE, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to  transmit 
to  you  the  accompanying  copies  of  a  Purwanah  issued  under  the  orders 
of  the  late  Board  of  Revenue  for  the  Lower  Provinces  to  Syed  Akbar 
Alee  Khan,  the  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly  Imambarah,  and  of  the 
Mutvvalli's    reply. 

2.  As  it  appears  Syed  Akbar  Alee  Khan  is  no  longer  desirous  of 
relinquishing  the  Trust,  and  as  the  Board  have  great  reason  to  question 
the  accuracy  of  the  accounts  rendered  by  iiim,  they  are  of  opinion 
it  will  be  necessary  to  go  into  such  investigation  in  regard  to  the 
alleged  misapplication  of  the  funds  of  the  Endowment  as  will  enable 
them  to  determine  on  the  fitness  or  otherwise  of  the  present  Mutwalli 
to    be    continued    in    charge    of   the    Imambarah. 

3.  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  it  is  alleged  that  consi- 
derable sums  have  been  charged  in  the  Mutwalli's  accounts  twice 
over,  or  whicli  have  not  been  expended  for  the  purposes  therein 
stated. 

4.  The  purpose  of  the  present  comnmnication  to  you  is  that  you 
should  instruct  the  Local  Agents  to  call  on  Syed  Akbar  Alee  Khan 
to  give  security  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  10,000  to  make  good  any 
demands  that  may  be  established  against  him,  or  in  failure  thereof  the 
Board  consider  that  it  will  be  expedient  to  place  some  other  individual 
in  charge  of  the  Endowment  until  a  final  decision  shall  be  passed  on 
the    points    requiring   investigation. 

5.  If  Akbar  Alee  Khan  should  object  to  give  the  security  above- 
mentioned,  the  Sudder  Board  request  that  in  conjunction  with  the  Local 
Agents  you  will  enquire  and  rejiort  to  them  on  whom  it  will  be 
advisable  to  confer  this  trust  pending  the  proposed  enquiries  which 
should    be    conducted    under   your    immediate    direction. 

6.  The  accounts  of  the  Trust  property  >\4iich  vvill  furnish  the 
particulars  that  require  examination,  and  explanation  and  the  corres- 
pondence and  other  jiapers  belonging  to  the  subject,  will  be  hereafter 
forwarded    to   you. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Sd.)  Illegible. 
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Syedtuk    En'dowmknt. 
A    inimito    of    tlio    3rd    il ember, 
23rd    Mai-fli    182i). 

Tlu"  rurtlier  consideration  oi'  this  case  was  suspended  until  the 
receipt  n[  the  answer  to  the  Purwanah  issued  to  Syed  Akitar  Alee 
Khan,  the  Mutwalli  of  the  Syedpur  Endowment,  to  ascertain  his 
wishes  ov  intentions  in  regard  to  his  ])roposed  resignatian  of  that 
Trust. 

From  the  answer  which  has  been  received  to  that  Purwanah 
furnished  liy  the  Local  Agent  at  Hooghly  it  appears  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  lateness  of  the  season  he  has  relinquished  his  intention 
of  proceeding  to  i\Iecca  and  proposes  to  continue  the  superintendence 
of  that  Endowment  to  which  he  was  app  linted  at  the  disire  of 
Government  and  vested  witii  the  general  control  and  patronage  thereof 
in  August  1818. 

It  appears  that  from  that  period  or  ratiier  from  the  j-ear  1815, 
when  Syed  Akbar  Alee  Khan  was  first  appointed  to  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  Endowment  in  capacity  of  Ameen,  he  has  continued 
in  the  management  of  this  establishment  to  rhe  present  period  without 
any  specific  charge  of  misconduct  or  abuse  of  trust  having  been 
preferi-ed  against  him  Ijy  any  individual  connected  with  the  establish- 
ment which  would  not  proliably  been  the  case,  had  any  gross  malver- 
sation been  practised,  or  had  any  individual  been  aggrieved  by  any 
aci    of  his    administration    of   the    Trust. 

It  appears  moreover  that  previously  to  his  appointment  to  the 
situation  he  now  holds  he  had  been  employed  for  many  years  in 
various  ofiices  of  considerable  trust  and  responsibility  under  different 
public  officers  of  Government  in  the  Western  Provinces,  and  possesses 
numerous  testimonials  of  good  character  from  the  several  Eurojiean 
pul)lic  functionaries  under  whom  he  has  served,  from  which  it  appears 
that  in  everj-  situation  he  has  discharged  his  duties  with  zeal  and 
fidelity  ami  has  on  some  occasions  rendered  very  important  public 
services.  In  the  consideration,  therefore,  of  any  matter  now  before  us, 
and  in  the.  absence  of  any  clear  and  incontestilde  proof  of  nn'sconduct 
or  abuse  of  trust,  he  is  I  think  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  that  character 
for  integrity  which  he  has  established  by  a  long  course  of  faithful 
public  services  and  which  it  is  not  I  think  possible,  that  at  his 
present  advanced  period  of  life  he  would  depart  from  and  incur  the 
risk  of  dismissal  and  disgrace  by  conduct  inconsistent  with  his  duty 
and    with    the    faithful    discharge    of    the    trust    reposed    in    him. 

Nevertheless,  the  Collector  of  Jessore  has  undoubtedly  brought  to 
notice  discrepancies  and  errors  in  the  accounts  of  the  establishment 
furnished  by  the  ^lutwalli  which  at  an  earlier  period,  it  might  have 
been  proper  to  enquire  into.  Those  accounts,  however,  involve  a 
detail     of  disbursements  for  a  series    of  years   since  the  year    1822  which 
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could  only  have  been  satisfactorily  investigated  at  tiie  time  or  deter- 
mined at  the  close  of  each  year  ;  but  after  such  a  lapse  of  time,  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  most  unprofitable  and  hopeless  undertaking 
and  a  waste  of  time  either  for  the  Sudder  Board  or  the  Local  Com- 
missioner to  go  into  a  minute  examination  of  those  voluminous 
accounts. 

Still  less  should  I  consider  it  necessary  at  the  present  period  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  public  authorities  l)y  an  enquiry  into  the 
mode  in  which  the  collections  of  the  revenues  of  the  Estate  were 
managed  by  the  Mutwalli  previously  to  the  period  at  which  by 
orders  of  Government  it  was  disposed  of  in  putnee  talooks  in  1229 
since  which  period  the  Mutwalli  has  had  no  concern  with  the 
collections,  which  have  been  managed  entirely  by  the  Collector  of 
Jessore    and    his    native    amlah. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  intended  by  the  provisions  of 
Regulation  XIX  of  1810,  that  the  Local  Agents  or  controlling  revenue 
authorities  should  exercise  any  interference  with  the  management  of 
such  endowment,  further  than  may  be  necessary  to  permit  the 
appropriation  of  the  funds  contrary  to  the  intent  rf  the  donor  ;  and 
to  see  generally  that  the  Trust  is  faithfully  administered.  T 
would  therefore,  propose  the  accounts  and  pajiers  in  this  case  be 
furnished  to  the  local  Commissioner  not  with  a  view  to  any  further 
investigation  into  the  accounts  of  passed  years  or  into  any  alleged 
irregularity  of  conduct  at  the  period  (six  years  ago)  .vhen  the  Mutwalli 
had  the  immediate  charge  of  the  iSyedpur  Estate  ;  but  in  order  that 
the  Commissioner  may  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  judge  proper 
under  the  provisions  contained  in  the  lithographed  circular  instructions 
with  which  he  lias  been  furnished  to  guard  against  any  futui-e  error 
or  mismanagement  in  the  discharge  of  this  Trust.  For  this  purpose 
I  would  recommend  that  the  following  rules  be  observed  in  future  in 
regard  to  the  accounts  to  be  rendered  by  the  Mutwalli  and  the  dis- 
bursements   which    may  be    made    by    him. 

L  The  Mutwalli  should  be  required  to  restrict  the  disbursements 
to  the  amount  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  endowed  lands  and  the 
shares  applicable  to  the  purposes  specified  in  (he  Towleutnamah  should 
be    regulated    according   thereto. 

2.  The  Mutwalli  should  not  be  allowed  to  contract  debts  or  loan 
from  individuals  without  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioner  to  be 
obtained  through  the  Local  Agent  to  whom  he  should  apply  whenever 
funds  may  be  required  for  the  purposes  of  the  Endowment,  such  funds 
than  to  be  supplied  from  any  surplus  proceeds  of  the  Endowed  lands  at 
Jessore  ;  or  in  cases  of  emergency  by  an  advance  from  the  public 
treasury  in  anticipation  thereof ;  to  which,  however,  the  sanction  of  the 
Sudder    Hoard    must    be    obtained. 

3.  That  the  ]\Iutwalli  be  required  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the 
Local  Agent  to  any  contingent  disbursement  exceeding  LOGO  rupees  and 
that  in  cases  of  any  requisite  repairs  of  buildings  or  such  like,  an 
estimate    be    furnished    of   the    probable    expense. 
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4.  That  the  Mutwalli  be  required  to  furnisli  a  list  of  all  fixed 
servants  and  pensioners  now  belonging  to  the  establishment  with  a 
specification    of   their  salaries    or  pensions. 

5.  That  he  be  also  required  to  furnish  a  statement  of  all  out- 
standing  debts    or    loans    which    have    not   yet    been  liquidated. 

6.  That  the  .')th  share  of  the  net  proceeds  which  by  the  Tow- 
leutnamah  was  allotted  for  the  support  of  the  Mutwalli  who  was 
appointed  to  manage  the  endowed  lands  at  Jessore  and  which 
appointment  has  been  discontinued  since  the  sale  of  the  lands  in 
putnee  talooks,  be  hereafter  applied  for  liquidation  of  such  loans  or 
outstanding    debts. 

7.  That  the  Collector  of  Jessore  furnish  every  six  months  to  the 
Local  Agent  at  Hooghly  a  Jumma  Khurtch  account  of  the  surplus  receipts 
of  the  Estate  in  deposit  after  payment  of  the  public  revenues,  in  order 
that  the  Local  Agent  may  be  able  to  judge  how  far  the  funds  o^ 
the  Endowment  may  admit  of  his  sanctioning  advances  which  may  be 
applied    for    by    the    Mutwalli. 

8.  That  a  revised  and  less  detailed  form  of  accounts  of  receipts 
and  disbursements  approved  by  the  Local  Commissioner  be  furnished 
through  the  Local  Agent  to  the  Mutwalli  in  which  the  disbursements 
under  the  diffei-ent  portions  specified  in  the  Towleutnamah  should  be 
separately  entered  and  anj'  deviation  in  entering  the  items  of  disburse- 
ments under  heads  to  which  they  do  not  belong,  should  be  explained  by 
the   Mutwalli. 

9.  All  loans  contracted  and  payments  made  in  liquidation  thereof 
should  be  specified  distinctly  from  other  items  of  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments. 

10.  That  the  accounts  of  the  Mutwalli  be  furnished  to  the 
Local  Agent  six  monthly  or  annually  as.  the  local  Commissioner  may 
deem  advisable  :  that  they  may  be  examined  and  either  passed  or 
corrected    without   delay. 

11.  The  observance  of  the  foregoing  rules  will,  1  think,  obviate 
all  further  uifficulties  and  sufficiently  provide  for  the  due  ad- 
ministration of  this  Trust,  and  I  propose  that  a  communication  to  the 
effect  stated  in  the  foregoing  observations  and  suggestions  l)e  addressed 
to  the  Local  Commissioner  with  a  request  that  he  will  cause  the 
Mutwalli    to   be    made  acquainted    with   the    purport    thereof    by    the     Local 

Agent. 

It  inaj'  hereafter  lie  proper  to  submit  for  the  inforiuatioa  and 
approval  of  Government  a  cipy  of  the  enclosui-es  we  may  issue  to  the 
Local   Commissioner. 

(Sd.)      Il.I.KGIUI.K. 
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No.  45. 

To  F.  Hawkin!?,  Esq.,  James  Pattle,  Esq.,  and   William  Blunt,    Esq., 
Members  of  the  Sadder  Board  of    Revenue. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Secretary's 
letter  No.  1029,  dated  the  2nd  instant,  and  to  acquaint  you  that 
Messrs.  Mackintosh  &  Co.  (copy  of  whose  letter  to  ]\Ir.  Belli,  accom- 
panies) have  proposed  to  become  security  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  10,000 
to  make  good  any  demands  that  may  l)e  estal)lished  against  Sj'ed 
Alee    Akbar    Khan. 

2.  Under  the  provisions  of  Regulation  9  of  1819  the  security  of 
persons  residing  in  the  city  of  Calcutta  would  not  be  received  in  a 
moffassil  Court  of  .ludicature  unless  they  possessed  property  out  of 
Calcutta,  but  as  I  am  not  aware  of  the  practice  of  the  Board  on  such 
occasions,  for  whose  consideration  and  final  orders  the  investigation 
which  is  to  take  place  is  to  be  submitted,  I  have  not  deemed  it  proper 
to  accept  the  secaritj-  of  those  gentlemen  without  the  sanction  of  the 
Board,    whose    instructions    I    accordingly    solicit    for   my   guidance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Sd.)  W.  BRADDON, 

Commissioner  of  Revenue. 
Office  of  Commissioner  of  Revenue, 
Zilla  Bukdwan, 
The  25th  March  1829. 


W.  H.   Belli,  Esq.. 

Collector  and  Local  Agent,  Hooghly. 

Sir, 

The  Nawab  Syed  Akbar  Alee  Khan,  Taba  Tubee  Mutwalli  of  the 
Imambarrah  of  Sulahuddin  Mohamed  Khan  having  been  called  upon 
by  you  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Braddon,  Commissioner  of  Revenue,  to 
furnish  security  to  the  extent  of  ten  thousand  rupees  to  make  good 
any  demands  that  may  be  established  against  him  upon  an  examination 
Oi  the  accounts  he  has  delivered  in,  we  beg  at  the  request  of  the 
Mutwalli  to  tender  ourselves  as  his  security  to  that  amount  accord- 
ingly. 

We  are,  etc.. 

(Sd.)  MACKINTOSH  AND  CO. 
Calcutta, 

The  17th  March   1829. 
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SuDDER  Board  of   Revenuk. 

Kg.  1530. 

March  31st  1821). 

To 

The  Cominissioner  of  Revenue,  Burdwan  Division. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  tlie  Sadder  Board  to  forward  to  j'ou  a  copy  of 
their  resolutions  under  date  the  23rd  instant  together  with  the  original 
papers  and  accounts  therein  referred  to  relating  to  the  Syedpore  Endow- 
ment. 

2.  The  case  having  been  finally  disposed  of  by  the  Sudder  Board 
it  will  no  longer  be  necessary  to  require  from  the  Mutwalli  the  security 
which  by  the  orders  of  the  Board  of  2nd  instant  he  was  desired  to 
furnish. 

3.  The  Sudder  Board  request  you  will  give  eftect  to  the  rules 
which  they  have  prepared  with  a  view  to  secure  the  due  administration 
of  this  Trust  in  future,  and  likewise  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  any 
loans  being  hereafter  made  by  the  Mutwalli  to  meet  the  current 
disbursements  of  the  Endowment. 

4.  I  am  further  desired  to  transmit  for  your  information  a  copy 
of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  ("(immissioner  of  Alipore,  and  the  Board 
are  of  opinion  that  there  will  be  no  objection  to  authorize  such 
occasional  disbursements  from  the  Treasury  of  the  Collector  of  Hooghly 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  ^lutwalli  not 
exceeding  the  amount  of  surplus  receipts  of  the  Syedpore  Estate  to 
be    remitted    from    Jessore. 
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No.  1529. 

To 

The  Commissioner  of  Revenue, 

Alipore. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  Board  to  i-equest  that  you  will 
instruct  the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  adojDt  arrangements  in  concert  with 
the  Collector  of  Hooghly  for  the  regular  remittance  of  the  surplus 
proceeds  of  the  Syedpore  Estate  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Imambarah  at  Hooghly.  The  amount  of  such  surplus  receipts  being 
payable  to  the  Mutwalli  of  that  P]ndowment,  on  his  application  to  the 
Collector    of    Hooghly    countersigned  by  the  Local  Agent. 


March    31st,    1829. 
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To  William    Bkaddon,   Esq., 

Cotnmissioner  of   Revenue,    Burdwan. 

Sir, 

In  conformity  with  your  instructions  of  the  -Ith  ultimo,  we  called 
upon  the  Mutwalli  for  the  information  i-equired  by  the  fourth  and 
fifth   division    of   the    9th    rule   of   the  Minute. 

2nd. — He  has  submitted  the  detailed  list  of  the  pensioners  and 
ofHcers  of  the  establishment,  a  translated  copy  of  which  we  annex. 
He.  at  the  same  time,  submits  the  following  points  for  your  con- 
sideration. He  observes  that  there  are  no  debts  of  the  nature  con- 
templated in  the  6th  rule  which,  it  is  therein  prescribed  shall  be 
discharged  out  of  the  ^th  share,  the  amount  of  salary  set  aside  for 
one  Mutwalli  when  two  were  maintained.  He  adds  that  the  Board 
of  Revenue  permitted  him  to  receive  the  whole  sum,  after  he  was 
appointed  to  the  superintendency.  He  also  suggests  that  if  he  was 
allowed  to  realize  the  revenues  from  the  Putneedars,  he  would  be  able 
to  bring  the  provisions  of  Regulation  XIX  of  1810,  and  Regulation 
VIII  of  18  ID.  more  promptly  into  eifect  and  at  the  same  time 
relieve     the    Collector    considerably. 

3rd. — He  has  likewise  given  in,  on  stamp,  a  petition  to  the 
following   purport,  on  which    your  instructions  are  requested  : — 

(1).  That  the  appeal  to  the  King  in  Council  has  been  dismissed, 
consequently,  that  the  Mutwalli  is  not  now  to  be  disturbed, 
or  the  putnee  tenures  ;  therefore,  the  intere^*;  on  5,79,120 
rupees,  the  bonus  paid  down  is  available  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  Endowment,  and  he  entreats  to  be 
allowed   to   employ    it   accordingly. 

(2).  That  in  furnishing  security  to  the  Courts,  he  is  greatly 
troubled  from  being  a  stranger  in  these  parts  ;  he 
solicits,  therefore,  that  he  may  be  put  in  this  matter 
upon  an  equality  with  Government  since  there  can  be  no 
apprehension  for  the  costs  in  any  suit  that  he  may  be 
cast,  in  his  capactity  of  Mutwalli,  the  resources  of 
the    endowed    property    being   always    more    than    adequate^ 

(3).  That  on  the  30tli  October  1821  he  made  a  i-eport  respecting 
the  property  not  embraced  by  the  Deed  of  Endowment  (and 
therefore  an  escheat)  regarding  the  disposal  of  which 
he    waits     the     pleasure    of   Government. 
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4th. — This  report  is  not  to  In;  found  ;   there  is   perhaps  some  mistake, 
but    the    property    alluded    to    is    the    following  : — 

Khezorpore,    Zillah  24    Pergunnalis. 

Rs.     A.    a.    c. 

Sudder    Jumma             ...  ...        840      3      9      3 

Mofassil  produce          ...  ...     2.112   12     12      0 

Cantagange       (lakheraj, 

Zilla  Nuddea,    annual 

produce)    ...                ...  ...         619    10     19       2 

Bang   Baloor   (do.)       ...  ...           32     0       0      0 

Emaninagore  (do.)    Zilla 

Murshidabad               ...  ...          42      0      0      0 

Sona        Dangah       (do.) 

Burdwan  ...  ...  7      0      0      0 

A  i3lot  of  lakhiraj 
ground  situated  in 
Chinsurah,  Zillah 

Hooghly  ...  ...  12      0      0      0 


Sicca   Rupees    ...         2,825    7     11       2 


We    have,  etc., 

(Sd.)   W.    H.   BELLIE, 

W.    S.  ALEXANDER, 

Local   Agents. 

HooGiiLY   LocA].  Agent's   Office, 
The    26th   August,    1829. 
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No.  702. 
To  the    "SiuUlcr    Hoanl    ol'    Roveuue,     Fort   William. 

.■   Gentlkmkx. 

I  have  the  hoaour  to  transmit,  for  your  information  and  orders 
copies  of  a  letter  from  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly,  dated  the  26th 
ultimo,  and  of  two  petitions  from  the  jMutwalli  of  the  Syedpore 
Endowment    which    accompanied    it. 

2nd. — Your  Board,  in  the  6th  clause  of  paragraph  9  of  your 
Resolution,  dated  the  23rd  of  March  (copy  of  which  was  transmitted 
to  me  with  Mr.  Junior  Secretary  Bushby's  letter  of  the  31st  of 
March  last)  directed  that  the  one  ninth  share  of  the  net  proceeds 
which  l)y  the  Towleutnamah  was  allotted  for  tlie  support  of  the 
Mutwalli,  who  was  appointed  to  manage  the  endowed  lands  at  Jessore, 
and    which    appointment    has     been     discontinued     since     the     sale  of    the 

lands    in    putnee    talooks,    be,    hereafter,    appro- 
priated    in    liquidation   of    (such)  loans    or    out- 
standing   balances. 

3rd. — Akber  Alee  Khan  represents,  that  there  are  no  debts  to  be 
liquidated,  and  that  upon  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  second  Mutwal- 
li, the  late  Board  authorized  his  (Akber  Alee  Khan's)  receiving  the 
proceeds  of  the  share  in  question,  in  addition  to  the  one-ninth  which 
he  was  previously  in  receipt  of  ;  I,  therefore,  solicit  the  instructions  of 
your    Boai-d    respecting   the    future    disposal    of    it. 

4th. — Akber  Alee  Khan  is  also  desirious  of  being  authorized  to 
make  the  collections  from  the  Putneedars,  and  if  your  Board  deem  a 
compliance  with  his  request  objectionable,  I  beg  to  suggest  that  the 
Collector  of  Jessore  be  instructed  to  invariably  proceed,  under  the 
provisions  of  Regulation  S  of  1819,  against  the  Putnee  Taluqdars,  who 
may  fail  to  discharge  their  rents  with  punctuality,  as  any  delay  in 
the  regular  remittance  of  the  surplus  proceeds  of  the  Estate,  to 
meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  Imambarah  at  Hooghly  is  productive 
of   much    inconvenience. 

5th. — I  conclude  the  interest  (now  in  deposit,  as  well  as  what  may 
become  payable,  from  time  to  time,  in  future)  on  the  amount  of  the 
purchase  monies,  paid  by  the  several  Putnee  Talookdars  is  properly 
available   in    furtherance    of    tbe    objects    of    the    Endowment. 

6th. — It  is  stated  by  Akbar  Alee,  that  owing  to  his  being  a  stranger 
in  these  parts  he  experiences  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  in  furnishing 
security  for  costs  of  suit,  in  cases  in  which,  in  his  capacity  of 
Mutwalli, he  happens  to  be  a  party,  and  in  this  respect  he  wishes 
to  be  put  on  an  equality  with  the  Government.  It  rests  with  your 
Board      to      determine     whether     there     is     any     sufficient     grounds     for 
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complying     with     his     request,     and     authorizing     the     Local     Agents    to 
become    security   on    such    occasions. 

7th. — With  regard  to  the  property  not  included  in  the  Towleutna- 
mah,  the  Mutwalli  states,  that  the  late  Board  in  the  year  1816^ 
authorized  his  retaining  possession  of  it.  The  orders  and  corre- 
spondence which  passed  on  the  subject,  are  not  to  be  found  in  the 
office  of  the  Local  Agents  and  I,  therefore,  be?  to  refer  your 
Board    for   further    information    to   the    records    of   your    own    office. 

I    have    the    honour    to    be, 

Gentlemen, 
Your    most   obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  W.  BRADDON. 
Commissioner   of   Revenue. 

Commissioner's    Office,    Burdwan, 

or    20th    Division,    Zillah    Hooghly. 

22nd    September    1829. 
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SuDDKK   Board  ok  Revenik, 
Miscellaneous. 

No.    4513. 

To  .Srd    November    1829. 

The    Commissioner    of    Burdwan. 


Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  the  22nd  of  vSeptember  and  its  en- 
closures, relative  to  certain  representations  submitted  to  the  Local 
Agents  at  Hooghly  by  the  Mutwalli  of  the  Syedpore  Trust  Estate  and 
in    reply    to    communicate    to   yon    the    following   observations  : — 

2nd. — The    Board    see    no    reason    to   alter    that    part    of   their   Resolu- 
tion   of   the    23rd    of    March     which    limits    the 

Tho    resumption     of     ODe-iiinth         n  r     j.i_         iiir    i        it      i  i>       .  i 

share  of  the  net  proceeds.  allowances     ot    the    Mutwalli     to     One     of     the 

shares  that  he  had  before  enjoyed,  the  duties 
for  which  they  were  originally  assigned  by  the  Founder,  having 
terminated. 

3rd. — The    Board   are   not    prepared    to   vest    Syed    Akber   Alee   Khan 
,     ,.      ^    ,     „       „.     with    the    charge     of    the     mofassil    collections, 

Tlie  restoration  of  the    Mutwalli  _  _ 

to  the  management  of  the  coUec-     Or   to   allow    of   any    direct    interference    on    his 

part  with  the  Jessore  Putneedars  and  in 
respect  to  the  punctuality  of  the  C^oUector  I  am  directed  to  observe 
that  if  you  will  point  out  the  instance  in  which  he  has  appeared 
dilatory,  the  Board  will  duly  notice  it  ;  but  hitherto  the  Collector's 
exertions    are    considered    \o   have    been    very    jjraiseworthy. 

4th. — The    Mutwalli    is     at     liberty    to     suggest    any    special    disburse- 
^„     .  ,    J       ■        ,     nients    which    it    would    be    consistent    with    the 

llie  interest  on  tlie  deposits  and 

unappropriat'sd  funds  of  tlie  insti-     iiitentious  of  the  Fouudcr  of  the  Endowment  to 

authorize  from  the  available  surplus,  and  the- 
Board  will  give  due  consideration  to  any  propositions  of  his  to  this 
efifect  that  you  may  think  proper  to  recommend  ;  but  in  the  mean- 
time the  resumed  one-ninth  share  of  the  annual  net  proceeds  from 
the  Estates  and  the  interest  on  the  sums  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government  Agents,  cannot  be  placed  at  the  discretional  disposal  of 
8yed    Akbar    Alee    Khan. 

5th. — Tlie    Board    consider    ir     would     be     obviously     objectionable     to 
form    any   general    arrangement    for    the    liquida- 

Seuuritv  for  costs  of  suit.  •  n  i^  e  -^  p  »     ■ 

tion  oi  costs  01  suit  or  lor  expenses  ol  law 
proceedings  in  which  the  Mutwalli  may  be  engaged  and  that  with 
reference  to  this  part  of  his  application,  the  Local  Agents  should 
inform  him  that  whenever  any  cases  of  difficulty  or  embarassment 
arise,  he  should  specify  the  purpose  and  the  security  required  that 
your    opinion    or    authority    may    be   consulted. 
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"Property     not    included    in  the 
Towleutnamah. 


}. 


1815. 


(itii.— I    am    directed    to    subjoin    for   your    infonnation     extracts    from 

the  *corre8pon(ience  with  Govern- 
ment in  the  year  1815,  on  the 
subject  of  the  lands  excluded 
from  the  bequest  of  Ilajee 
Muhammad  Mohsin  together  with 
an  original  report  from  the  act- 
ing Collector  of  the  2-4-Pergunnahs 
on     the    claims     of     the    ]\Iutwalli    to 


Board  to    Oovi'rnnient,  para 
graplm '),  7  and  8.  /  4tli    August 

Government   to   Board,  para-  )  ,.,,    „     ,      , 
grapl,  7.  I  "'''   Septe.nber. 

BoanI   to   Governmeut,  para-  )  ,  „^,    ,,  , 

.„   ,      ,        1  r  '  *^         }  10th  November, 

graphs  4  and  o.  J 

Government    to    Board,  para-  )  „  ,^, 
graphs.  |2W. 


dated  the  loth  of  August  1816, 
certain  villages  dependant  on  Kidderpore,  which  he  alleged  had  been 
fraudulently  and  coUusively  alienated  from  the  Hajee's  family,  and 
the  orders  of  the  Hoard  of  Revenue  in  reply  dated  the  27th  of  the 
same    month. 

"rh. — From  these  papers  it  appears  that  it  was  considered  at  that 
time  inexpedient  to  disturb  the  parties  in  pessession  or  to  agitate 
the    subject    of   the    supposed    frauds    any    further. 

I    have,    etc., 
(Sd.)    G.    K.    15. 
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No.   6S6. 

To  Offg.  W.  \V.   Biro,   Ksq.,  and    otfg.    \V.  Fane,  Esq., 

Sudder  Board  of  Rovonue. 

Genti.kmkn, 

T  am  directed  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  General  in 
Council  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  the  27th 
ultimo,  with  its  enclosures,  soliciting  authority  i'or  an  advance  of 
Rs.  47,596  from  the  funds  belonging-  the  Hooghly  Imamljarali  to  enal)le 
the    Mutwalli   to   effect    the    repairs    and   improvement    proposed    by    him. 

2.  You  seem  to  have  lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  funds  from 
which  you  recommend  that  this  grant  should  be  made  are  not  at 
present  available  for  such  purpose.  You  are  aware  that  a  suit  to 
recover  the  Syedpore  Estate  is  now  in  appeal  l)ofore  His  Majesty  in 
Council. 

3.  But  it  is  necessary  to  i-emind  you  that  when  the  whole  Estate 
parcelled  out  into  ]mtnee  talooks,  was  sold  by  the  Collector  for  the 
aggregate  sum  of  Rs.  5,84,973,  it  was  resolved  that  the  sale  should  be 
cancelled  and  the  purchase-money  returned  to  each  individual  purchaser 
in    the    event    of    the    decision    of    His  Majesty  in   Council  being  unfavour- 

g  able  to  the  right  of  the  last  zemindar,  tlie  new  Talookdars  having 
purchased  their  several  tenures  on  a  special  understanding  that  such 
should    be    the    arrangement. 

4.  Until,  therefore,  official  intimation  is  received  of  the  final 
determination  of  the  appealed  suit,  the  funds  in  question  cannot  be 
diverted  from  the  purpose  declared  in  the  Resolution  to  the  above 
effect. 

5.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  the  plans  prepared  by  Messrs.  Burn  &  Co.,  though  it  may 
be  incidentallj^  observed  for  your  information  and  guidance  in  the  event 
of  your  resubmitting  a  similar  ap])lication,  that  the  design  sugg.'sted, 
apparently  partaking  both  of  the  European  and  Asiatic  style  of  architec- 
ture, is  by  no  means  chaste  or  appropriate  to  the  buildings  for  which 
it    was    intended. 

6.  The  enclosures  of  your  letter  together  with  the  plans  and 
estimates    which    accompanied    it    are    herewith    rotured. 

I    have    the    honour   to    be, 
Gentlemkn, 
Your  most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd).  W.   H.   MACNAGHTEN, 
Offg.  Deputy  Secretary  to  the  Government. 
FoiiT  William, 
Tlie    18tli    Mav    1830. 
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No.    128. 

To 

The  Right  Honourable  Lord  Wilmam  Cavendish  Bentinck,  g.c.b.. 

Governor  General    in    Council, 

Fort    William. 

My    Lord, 

We    have   the    honour   to   acknowledge    the    receipt  of  the  orders  of 

vour    Lordship   in     Council,     dated    the     18th    ultimo     in  answer    to    our 

address     of     the     27th     April     soliciting     authority    for  an     advance     of 

Rs.  47,5U6  from  the  funds  belonging  to  the  Hooghly  Imambarah,  to 
enable  the  Mutwalli  to  carry  into  effect  the  plans  submitted  by  him 
for    the    reconstruction    of    that    edifice. 

2nd — In  reply  we  beg  permission  to  state  that  we  were  fully  aware 
of  a  suit  having  been  instituted  in  appeal  before  His  Majesty  in 
Council  for  the  recovery  of  the  Syedpore  Estate  but  we  supposed  the 
Government  were  aware  that  the  suit  had  been  dismissed  and  conse- 
quently that  it  could  no  longer  be  a  bar  to  the  appropriation  of  the 
funds  in  the  way  proposed.  It  was  under  this  impression  that  we 
Dated,  Loudon,  St.  .James's  Omitted  to  make  any  allusion  to  the  decision 
Court.  28th  .June  18-28.  ^^^-^^    j^    herewith     Submitted     for   your   Lord- 

ship's   information. 

3rd — In  regard  to  the  plan  of  the  proposed  edifice  we  beg  to  state 
that  it  did  not  appear  to  us  to  be  any  part  of  the  Board's  business 
to  interfere  with  the  design  of  the  Mutwalli  or  of  those  employed  by 
him,  but  that  it  was  simply  our  duty  to  forward  to  Government  the 
application  of  that  individual  for  permission  to  expend  from  the  funds 
of  the  establishment  the  amount  solicited  in  the  reconstruction  of  the 
edifice    in   question    and    eventually    to    secure    its   due    appopriation. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be.  with  respects. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  very  humble  servants, 

(Sd).  Illegible. 

SuDDER  Board  of  Revenue, 
FoKT  William, 
The  8th  June  1830. 

P.  S. — W^e  solicit  the  return  of  the  Original  Decree  herewith  submit- 
ted. 
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No.  yoi. 

To  Otlg.  W.   W.   HiKD,  Esq..  .\nd  W.  Fane,  Esq., 

Sudder   Hoard    of   Revenue. 

Gentlemen, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Governor  General  in  Council  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  the  8th  ultimo,  submitting  a 
Decree   of   the    King   in    Council    on   the    Sj^edpoi-e   Estate. 

2.  Previously  to  furnishing  you  with  any  orders  on  your  present 
reference,  His  Lordship  in  Council  is  desirous  of  being  furnished  with 
a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  fund  and  of  the 
amount  which  now  stands  to  the  credit  of  the  Endowment  to  be  calculated 
from  the  month  of  August  1821,  at  which  period  it  is  understood  that  the 
talooks  comprizing  the  endowed  Estate  were  sold  by  public  auction  at 
the  Collector's  office.  It  is  not  desired  by  Government  that  these 
accounts  should  exhibit  every  minute  article  of  expenditure  but  generally 
that  tliey  should  shew  the  amount  of  the  sums  disbursed  and  the 
mode  of  their  appropriation  whether  to  the  liquidation  of  the  Govern- 
ment revenue,  the  celebration  of  festivals,  the  payment  of  pensions  or 
to   any    other,    and    what    purposes    of    a    pious    or    useful    character. 

3.  His  Lordship  in  Council  observes  that  by  the  will  of  the 
Founder,  three-ninths  of  the  net  profits  of  the  Endowment  are  to  be 
appi'opriated  to  the  celebration  of  ceremonies  and  the  rei>air  of  edifices, 
two-ninths  to  the  support  of  the  Mutwallis  therein  named,  and  four- 
ninths  to  the  maintenance  of  the  establisimient  and  of  certain  pension- 
ers   whose    names    are    stated    to    be    recorded. 

4.  It  no  where  appears  whether  the  present  Mutwalli  (Akbar 
Alee)  continues  to  receive  the  fixed  allowance  of  200  rupees  per  mensem 
assigned  to  him  in  1815,  or  whether  on  his  being  appointed  to  the 
office  of  sole  Mutwalli  in  1819,  ho  succeeded  also  to  the  enjoynient 
of  the  two-ninths  of  the  net  profits  destined  by  the  will  of  the 
Founder  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  two  Mutwallis  appointed  l)y  him.  In 
the  former  case  large  sums  must  have  accunmlated  for  the  disposal  of 
which  no  provision  was  made  by  the  Founder  of  the  Endowment  and 
it  may  also  be  assumed  that  great  savings  have  been  effected  by  the 
lapse    of    pensions. 

5.  The  will  does  not  appear  to  convey  to  the  Mutwalli  (whoever  he 
may  be)  any  power  to  increase  the  establishment,  to  augment  the 
number  of  pensioners  or  to  substitute  others  in  lieu  of  those  named 
by  the  Founder  ;  still  less  did  it  contemplate  the  accumulation  and  dis- 
posal of  so  large  a  capital  as  has  now  been  amassed  in  pursuance  of 
the  measures  which  the  Government  have  deemed  it  advisable  to 
adopt. 
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ti.  It  is  understood  that,  the  ^lalioiiiedan  law  strictly  interpreted, 
i'orliids  tlio  appropriation  of  a  larger  sum  to  the  repairs  of  the  edifices 
of  an  endowment  than  may  1)6  absolutely  necessary  to  preserve  them 
in  the  state  in  which  they  were  left  l)y  the  Founder,  and,  from  this 
circumstance  as  well  as  those  above  enumerated,  it  may  confidently  be 
anticipated  that  very  considerable  sums  will  remain  to  be  appropriated 
to  useful  and  charitable  purposes  at  the  discretion  of  Government  in 
its  guardian  capacity,  and  in  concert  with  the  Mutwalli  who  now 
presides    over    the    affairs    of    the    Endowment. 

7.  The  most  obvious  purpose  to  which  the  surplus  could  \\e 
applied,  with  reference  alike  to  the  perpetuation  of  the  Founder's  name 
and  to  the  promotion  of  useful  knowledge  not  entirely  of  a  secular 
character,  would  be  the  establishment  of  a  Madrassa,  in  which  in  the 
first  instance,  IMahomedan  learning  might  alone  be  taught,  but  which 
at  no  distant  period,  it  might  be  hoped,  would  willingly  receive  the 
solid  advantages  of  European  science.  But  on  this  and  other  subjects 
you  will  be  furnished  with  a  further  communication  on  your  supplying 
the    information    now    called    for. 

8.  The  original  document  which  accompanied  your  letter  is  here- 
with   returned. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  W.  H.  MACNAGHTEN, 
Ofi:g.  Deputy  Secretary  to  the  Government. 

FoKT  William, 
The  6th  July  1830, 
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No.  111. 
Alipore  Commissioner. 


The  20th  Julv  1830. 


Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to  request  that 
you  will  call  on  the  Collector  of  Jessore  for  a  statement  of  the  receipts 
and  disbursements  of  the  Syedpore  Trust  Estate  from  the  period  that 
the    talooks    comprising    it   were    soli    by    public    auction    at    his    cutcherj'. 

2.  It  will  be  su^cient  to  show  the  annual  amount  of  collections 
and  the  mode  of  their  appropriation  whether  to  the  payment  of  the 
Government  jumma  or  to  remittances  to  the  Endowment  at  Hooghlj' 
or  to  miscellaneous  expenses  at  Jessore  ;  and  the  Board  are  particularly 
desirous  that  the  information  may  be  furnished  with  the  lea^t  possible 
delay. 

(Sd.)  Ii,i.F.Gini.K. 


Its 


No.  28. 
Commissioner  of  Burdwan. 


The  20th  July  1830. 


Sir, 

With  reference  to  your  letter  dated  the  18th  April  and  its  enclo- 
sures on  the  subject  of  repairing  the  Hooghly  Imambarah,  I  am  directed 
by  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to  transmit  for  your  information  the 
subjoined  extract  of  a  letter  from  Government  dated  the  6th  instant, 
and  to.  request  that  you  will  call  on  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  to 
supply    the    accounts,  and    information    thereby    required. 

(Sd.)  G.  K.  B. 
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No.  132. 
To 

The    Government    Agents. 


The  20th  July  1830. 


Gentlemen, 

I  am  directed  to  request  that  you  will  transmit  at  your  ear- 
liest convenience  for  the  information  of  the  Sadder  Board  of  Revenae 
and  of  Government  a  memorandum  of  the  funds  in  your  hands  be- 
longing to  the  Endowment  at  Hooghly  founded  by  the  late  Hajee 
Muhammad    Mohsin. 

(8d.;  G.  K.  B. 
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No.  506. 

To   William  Braddon,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  Revenue, 

Burdwan. 

SiK, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  394:  of  the  18th  instant,  and  now  forward  the  decision  of  the 
Appeal    Court   dismissing   the    appeal   of   Wasik  Alee    Khan. 

I    am, 
Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servant. 

(Sd.)  \V.  H.  BELLIE. 

HooGHLY  Collector's   Office, 
The  29th  May  1832. 
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No.  il70.  ■  ■ 

Wasik  Alee  Klian  ...  ...  ...     Appellant, 

oersic.s 
Government  and  the  Local  Agent  of  Hooghly     ...     Respondents. 

For   the   recovery     of     the    situation    of    co-Mutwalli     of    the    Hooghly 
Imambarah. 


To 

The    Sxidder   Board    of   Revenue, 
Fort    William. 

Gentlemkn, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  two  original  letters  from  the 
Local  Agent  and  Collector  of  Hooghly  Ijearing  dates  the  29th  of 
May  and  27th  of  August  last,  with  their  respective  enclosures,  in 
the    above    cause. 

2.  This  suit  was  originally  instituted  in  the  Uewani  Adawlut  of 
of  Zillah  Hooghly,  and  dismissed  by  the  Judge,  whose  decision  was 
upheld  by  the  Calcutta  Court  of  Appeal.  But  the  appellant  being  still 
dissatisfied,  preferred  a  special  appeal  to  the  Sudder  Dewani  Adawlut, 
which  was  admitted  on  the  ground  that  the  Futwas  of  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Sudder  Court  called  for  by  the  Court  of  Appeal  when  the  case 
was  pending  before  that  Tribunal  and  other  learned  men  of  the 
Madrassa,  pronounced  the  deed  executed  by  the  late  Muhammad  Mohsin 
to  be  "  Towleut  Mai  Wassehut,"  whereas  the  decisions  of  the  Lower 
Courts  were  grounded  upon  the  supposition  that  it  was  simply  a 
Towleutnamah. 

3.  The  draft  of  the  answer  proposed  by  i\lr.  Belli  to  be  record, 
ed  on  the  occasion  accompanies,  and  I  have  no  alterations  to  suggest 
being   made    in    it. 

4.  1  cannot  hesitate,  howevei',  to  say  that  I  think  it  matter  of 
much  regret  that  the  acts  of  embezzlement  and  abuse  of  trust  with 
which  the  Mutwallis  were  charged  and  their  consequent  disquali- 
fication to  hold  the  situation,  did  not,  at  the  time  they  were  brought 
to  notice,  undergo  a  judicial  investigation,  instead  of  being  summarily 
enquired  into  and  reported  by  the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  the  late 
Board  of  Revenue.  One  of  the  principal  charges  against  them,  was 
for  holding  certain  talooks  pertaining  to  the  Estate  under  fictitious 
names  and  in  one  instant  Turuf  Busundea  and  no  other,  I  believe,  has 
been  brought  into  Court.  Akbar  Alee  Khan,  the  jjresent  Mutwalli, 
ousted    the    person  in   possession    of  the    F^state   liut    upon    that  individual. 
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namely  Turab  Alee,  bringing  an  action  in  the  Provincial  Court  against 
the  Collector  of  Jessore  and  Akbar  Alee  Khan,  not  a  Scintilla  of 
proof  was  adduced  to  establish  the  benamee  transaction  ;  on  the  con- 
trary the  sale  of  the  talook  by  Muhammad  Mushin  to  Turab  Alee  was 
proved,  and  a  decree  passed  in  his  favour  accordingly,  awarding  him 
possession  of  the  talook  together  with  Wassilut  for  the  period  of 
dispossession. 

5.     I     request    the     return    of    the     accompanying     papers     when    no 
longer    required    by   your    Board. 

I    have    the    honour   to    be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)   W.   BRADDON, 

Commissioner   of  Revenue. 

Commissioner's    Office,    Burdwan,    or    20th    Division. 
ZiLLAH  Burdwan. 

The    10th    of   November.    1832. 
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No.    1112. 

To 

The    Siultlcr     Uoanl    of    RcvtMUle. 

Fort    William. 

Gkxtlemen. 

I  have  tli(^  honour  to  submit  to  you  that  Akbar  Alee 
Khan,  the  ^lutwalli  of  the  Iinambarah  at  Hooghlj^  informs  me  that 
under  the  instractions  of  the  Collector  of  Jessore,  he  preferred  an 
appeal  to  the  Sudder  Dewani  Adawlut,  against  the  decision  passed  by 
■  the  Calcutta  Court  of  Appeal  in  favour  of  Turab  Alee  in  the  suit 
adverted  to  in  the  4th  paragraph  of  my  letter  No.  970,  dated  10th 
ultimo  and  that  in  consequence  of  his  obtaining  (after  the  date  of  the 
decision  in  question)  certain  documents  in  proof  of  the  fictitious  nature 
of  the  transaction,  of  the  existence  of  which  he  was  previously 
ignorant  he  entertains  a  confident  hope  of  the  case  being  reversed  by 
the    superior    Court. 

2.  The  aforesaid  Turab  Alee  brought  another'  suit  under  almost 
precisely  similar  circumstances,  against  the  same  parties  in  the  Calcutta 
Court  of  Appeal  for  the  recovery  of  possession  of  Pergunnah  Sobnal 
but  his  claim  was  dismissed  ;  he  appealed  the  case  however,  and  it 
is  still  pending  in  the  Sudder  Dewani  Adawlut.  though  Akbar  Alee 
Khan  tells  me  that  no  answer  has  been  filed  by  himself  or  the 
Collector  of  Jessore  to  the  appellant's  Wujoohut,  and  moreover  ihat 
the  P^state  has  since  been  adjudged  liable  to  resumption  by  Mr.  Special 
Commissioner,    Walpole. 

3.  I  have  requested  Akbar  Alee  Khan  to  proceed  to  Calcutta  to 
give  your  Board  any  further  infornration  which  may  be  required  of 
him. 

I    have    the    honour    to    be, 
Gentlkmen, 
Your    most    obedient    servant. 

(Sd.)  W.  BRADDON, 

Commissioner's  office,  Burdwan    or    20th    Division. 

ZiLLAH    HOOGHLY, 

10th    December  1832. 
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No.  29. 


Socretarv    to    Governinent. 


The    12th    Febniarv    1833. 


SiK, 

I    am    diivctod    liy    the      Sutldci-     Hoard    of      Revenue     to     suljiuit     for 
the     consideration     and     orders     of     the     Righi 

°  Wasik  Alee,  Appellaut,   versus       tt  i  i  ^  i  /-i  t-^  \       ■  ,  <  -i 

Governmei.t  and  the  Local  tLonourahle  the  (jovernor-General  m  Coancil 
Agents  of  Hooghly,  RespondeDte.  j-j^p  acconii-anving  minutes  svhich  have  been 
recorded  by  the  Members  in  the  case  noted 
in  the  margin,*  now  pending  before  the  Court  of  Sudder  Dewani 
Ada  win  t. 

2nd — The  Persian  papers  connected  with  the  case  are  laid  before 
the  Supreme  Council  in  original,  n'ith  a  view  to  save  time  and  labour 
but,    if  required,    translations   will    bo    furnished. 

(Sd.)    Illegible. 


minutp:  of  senior  member. 

Wasik  Alee  Khan     ... 


...  Appellant. 


Government    and    the    Local    Agents    of    Hooghly       ...   Respondents. 


The    21st    December    1832. 
For    reinstatement     in     the     office     of   Joint 

Sudder  Dewaui  Adwalut. 

Mutwalli    of   tlie    Hooghly    Imambarah. 
•  Read    a     lettter    from     Mr.     l>i-adddon,     Commissioner    of     the      20th 
Division,    dated    10th    November    last,    submitting    for   ajiproval     tlie   draft 
of   an    answer    in   the    al»ove    suit    prepared    by  the    Collector    of  Hooglilj-. 

2nd — Read  a  letter  from  the  above  Commissionei-  dated  JSth  instant 
enclosing  a  letter  from  the  Collector  of  Hooghly  and  advising  tliut  the 
Sudder  Dewani  Adawlut  on  the  4th  instant  ordered  that  this  appeal 
should  be  heard  out  of  numerical  order,  and  that  therefore  the  answer 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  should  be  filed  as  soon  as  is 
possible. 

3rd — To  understand  this  case  I  have  referred  to  and  attentively 
perused  the  recoi'ds  belonging  to  it  submitted  to  me  by  our  record- 
keeper  commencing    from    July    1815. 
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Irli — In  rullillint;   a  duty    which    so  luatcrially    invdlvcs    the    reputation 

as    woU     as     the     interests    oC    the    Government 

Regulation  2  of  1814  and  Uffrii-     [^    [jas    always    Ijoen  •  my    opinion    that     it    never 

latioo  13  of  1829.  ,  .  .   ,  .   ,  ,  . 

can  bo  consistent  eitlior  witli  tlic  interest 
or  the  dignity  of  the  GovornnuMit  to  delend  a  prosecution  where  the 
issue  is  unquestionaltly  doubtful  or  in  other  words  where  the  case 
made  out  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  exhibits  far  better  and  more 
substantial  reasons  for  anticipating  a  favourable  result  than  any  which 
can  be  advanced  for  his  discomfiture.  lUit  this  is  a  suit  in  which 
there  does  not  app(?ar  to  me  any  reason  to  hope  a  defence,  if 
made,  can  be  successful  and  in  illustration  of  this  opinion,  I  proceed 
to  show,  what  are  to  my  apj)rehension.  the  material  facts  of  this 
case. 

5th — The  origin  of  this  suit  has  lieeii  the  removal  of .  Wasik  Alee 
Khan  from  the  office  of  Joint  ]\Iutwalli  of  the  Hooghly  Imamijarah 
to  which  office  he  claims  a  vested  right  in  virtue  of  a  deed  executed 
by    the    endower  Muhammad  Mohsin. 

6th — Wasik  Alee  w-as   removed  from    the  office  of    Joint  Mutwalli    by 
the   late    Board    of    Revenue    with    the    sanction 

Vide  7,  8,  9  and  10    paragraphs  ,         r,  •  /       . 

of  late  Board's  letter  to  CoUector  ot  (jrovernment  alter  a  Summary  enquiry  (not 
of  Jessore  dated  12th  September  ju^ijcial),  which  satisfied  the  late  Board  that 
he  was  neither  sufficiently  trustworthy  nor  fit 
to  be  continued  in  this  office.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  at 
that  time  the  Mahomedan  Law  Officers  were  not  required  to  declare 
in  the  prescribed  manner  their  opinions  of  the  nature  of  the  Trust  Deed 
executed  by  Muhammad  Mohsin,  whether  it  was  by  the  Mahomedan 
Law  a  mere  Towleutnamah  or  simple  deed  of  trust  or  as  is  now 
declared  by  these  authorities,  a  "  ToAvleutmal  Wasseut  "  or  testamen- 
tary trust  making  the  Trustees  Executors  as  doubtless  such  an  exposi- 
tion of  the  legal  merits  of  this  deed  might  have  induced  a  very  different 
mode    of    enquiry,    if    not  a    different    decision. 

7th — The  deposed  Mutwally   instituted    a    suit   in    the    Zillah  Court  at 
Hooghly    to    recover    his     office    as     being     his 

^^Hde^section  15,   Regulaiioo    19      ^^^^^^    ^.-^j^^    ^^^^^^,   ^^^    j^^^j    ^^^^^    referred    tO. 

The  Judge  of  Hooghly  dismissed  the  suit  ex- 
pressing in  the  bouy  of  his  decree,  his  approval  of  the  previous  procQsd- 
ings  of  the  late  Board  of  Revenue.  But  it  is  here  material  to  observe 
that  the  Zillah  Judge  passed  his  decision,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  without 
adverting  to  the  provisions  of  Section  XV  of  Regulation  IV  of  1793 
which  direct  and  require  that  in  suits  of  this  class,  the  Mahomedan 
Law  officers  of  ttie  Court  are  to  expound  the  law,  and  the  Judge  is 
to  form  his  decision  according  to  the  Mahomedan  Law,  for  no  mention 
is  made  by  the  Zillah  Judge  in  his  decree  of  this  absolute  rule  and 
in    fact    as    far    as    the    i-ecord    shows    it    was    allowed    no   consideration. 

8th — Dissatisfied  with  the  above  decision  Wasik  Alee  preferred  his 
appeal  to  the  Calcutta  Provincial  Court  where  he  filed  the  Futwah  of  the 
Moulvees  of  the  Madrassa  declaring  that  the  deed  of  trust  executed 
by  Muhammad    Mohsin    is    not    a   mere    "  Towleutnamah "   or    simple    deed 
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of  trust  l)ut  a  "  Towleutmal  Wasseiit  "  or  testainpiitary  ilccd  of  trust 
possessing  the  properties  of  a  will  and  in  illustration  oi'  their  opinion 
they  observe  that  this  deed  empowers  t,li(>  Miitwalli,  whenever  he  may 
find,  he  can  no  longer  fulfil  liis  oniec  satisfactorily,  to  appoint  his  own 
successor,  a  license  that  could  only  exist  in  a  Towleutmal  Wasseut  and 
is  never  to  he  found  in  a  mere  'rowleutnamali  and  they  also  state  tiiat 
the  successors  to  the  testator  named  in  the  Towleutnamah  are  to  be 
considered  the  Testator's  Executors.  The  Provincial  Court  forwarded 
the  Futwah  delivered  l)y  the  Moulvees  of  the  !Madrassa  to  the  Law 
Officers    of    the    Sudder   Dewani    Adawlut    soliciting    from    them    Futwahs. 

*The    Law   Officers    of    the    Superior    Court    con- 

r«/c  Fiituiili  dated  nth  Nov(.'ni-       n  j     ii  j.  j'    xi         t-'    ^        i       j    t  i 

L,pr  1H3II.  nrnied   the  correctness    oi  the  iutwah  delivered 

by  the  Moulvees  of  the  Madrassa  and  an 
exposition  of  their  opinions  that  the  deed  of  trust  of  the  testator, 
Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin  specifically  declares  that  the  disbursement 
of  the  daily  expenses,  and  the  wages  of  the  stipendiaries  and  other 
persons  of  the  Tmambarah  shall  after  his  demise  i)e  vested  in  the 
Mutwallis  wlio  will  discontinue  or  continue  them  according  to  their 
pleasure,  a  power  clearly-  demonstrative  of  this  deed  being  of  the  des- 
cription of  a  will,  that  is  a  Towleutmal  Wasseut  and  not  a  mere  Towleut. 
The  Judge  of  the  Provincial  Court  dismissed  the  appeal  and  confirmed 
the  decision  of  the  Zillah  Judo-e,  thus  fulfilling  only  that  part  of  the 
injunction  of  the  section  of  the  Regulation  above  quoted  which  requires 
that  the  Mahomedan  Law  shall  be  expounded,  and  neglecting  the  other 
part  which  direc*",s  that  the  decision  shall  be  formed  according  to  the 
Mahomedan  Law  inasmuch  as  his  decree  is  in  direct  contravention 
of  all  the  Futwahs  laid  befoi-e  hini,  and  without  any  reason  for  setting 
them    aside. 

iltli — A  special  appeal  has  been  admitted  by  the  Sudder  Dewani 
Adawlut  in  the  case  because  the  decrees  of  the  Zillah  and  Provincial 
Courts  are  in  contravention  of  the  Futwahs  delivered  by  so  many  law  officers. 

10th — The  draft  of  an  answer  prepai-ed  and  submitted  to  this  Board 
by  the  local  authorities  and  proposed  by  them  to  be  filed  in  this 
case,  I  consider  unsatisfactory  ;  indeed  f  cannot  imagine  a  defence 
which  could  be  framed  to  warrant  any  just  hope  of  ultimate  success. 
The  Regulation  ajjplicable  to  the  case,  the  concurrent  Futwahs  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Sudder  Dewani  Adawlut,  and  of  the  Madrassa. 
and  the  reasons  assigned  bj'  the  Sudder  Dewani  Adawlut  for 
admitting  a  special  appeal  are  to  my  apprehension  indications  quite 
conclusive  as  to  the  ultimate  issue  of  this  litigation  l)eing  favourable 
to   the   Appellant. 

11th — Entertaining  these  sentimentss  1  consider,  it  is  mj'  duty  to 
recommend  to  Government  to  authorize  our  compounding  this  suit  with 
the  appellant,  if  he  will,  on  i»eing  reappointed  Joint  Mutvvalli  to  the 
Hooghly  Tmambarah.  file  a  liazynamah  and  withdraw  his  appeal  before 
the    Superior    Court. 

,'Sd.)   J.    PATTLE, 

Sui)l>Kl!     BoAIil)     OF     RkVENUE. 
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Minute    l)y    the    iScconel    MciuIkm'. 

Sudder    Board    of    Revenue, 

Fort    William. 

The    21st    January    1833. 

In  the  measure  proposed  to  l>e  recommended  to  Government  liy 
the  Senior  Member  I  cannot  concur.  A  decree  has  been  obtained  by 
Government  both  in  the  Zillah  and  Provincial  Courts  ;  and  I  can 
discern  nothing  either  in  the  Regulations  applicable  to  the  case,  the 
Futwahs  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Sudder  Dewani  Adawlut  and  of 
the  Madrassa,  or  in  the  reasons  assigned  by  j\Ir.  Ross  for  admitting 
a  special  appeal  to  lead  us  to  despair  of  a  favourable  issue.  On  the 
contrary,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  decrees  in  question  are  perfectly 
good  and  that  they  cannot  be  set  aside  without  interfering  with  the 
exercise  of  a  power  on  the  part  of  Government  whieli  iiy  the 
Regulations    is    specially    vested    in    it. 

2nd — It  is  aftirmed  that  the  deed  of  Hajee  ]\Iuhammad  jNIohsiu  is  not 
simply  a  Towleut  (Endowment)  but  a  ''  Towleut  Mai  Wasseut  "  or 
as  it  may  be  rendered  a  testamentary  endowment.  This,  however, 
does  not  in  the  least  affect  the  question,  for  the  Law,  as  regards 
both,  is  the  same  quoad  the  point  in  dispute.  The  Government  has 
the  same  power  to  dismiss  a  dishonest  Executor  that  it  has  to  turn 
out  a  faithless  Mutwalli  or  administrator  of  an  endowment  ;  and  with 
the    exercise    of    this    power   the  Courts    are    not    authorized    to   interfere. 

3rd — When  an  administrator  has  been  duly  appointed,  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  of  i.iourse  dismiss  him  on  the  mere  complaint  of  the 
parties  concerned,  without  any  proof  of  his  dishonesty,  but  it  may,  if 
it  considers  the  proof  of  his  dishonesty  to  be  sufficient.  I-5y  Regula- 
tion XIX  of  1810  the  appointment  and  removal  of  the  managers  and 
superintendents  of  all  endowments  is  vested  in  Government,  which, 
in  the  exercise  of  this  power,  is  not  liable,  at  the  suit  of  such 
individuals,    to    be    called    to   account    in    the    Civil    Courts. 

4th — If  it  be  asked  what  is  the  degree  of  misconduct  which 
iustifies  the  removal  of  an  administrator,  I  reply  that,  on  this  point, 
the  Government,  which  is  vested  with  final  jurisdiction  in  such 
matters,  is  alone  competent  to  determine.  The  Law  Officers  of  the 
Sudder  Dewani  Adawlut  give  rather  a  vague  rule  ;  "  The  Kazee," 
they  say,  "  may  dismiss  the  nominee  of  the  endower  whenever  he 
considers  it  to  -be  advantageous  to  the  Endowment."  They  endeavour 
to  qualify  it  by  restricting  the  power  to  cases  where  the  bad  faith  or 
misconduct  of  the  Superintendent  is  proved.  This,  however,  is  still 
vague  ;  for  different  persons  entertain  very  different  ideals  of 
misconduct,  especially  that  degree  of  it  which  would  constitute 
disqualification. 

.5th — The   Provincial    Court*   held   the  decision  of   Government  dismiss- 
ing the  Superintendent  to  be  conclusive  ;  and  on 

^Vide   decree     dated    the     18tli       ^j^j^  -^^      ^j^^^.^      ^^^^       j     ^j^j^^j^      |,g      ^^^      ^^^^^^^ 

December  ISoO.  '■ 

The    Futwah  of   the  Law  Officers  of  the  Sudder 
Dewani     Adawlut     dated    the    13th    Novembei-    1830    filed    by    Government 


126 


in  the  cjibo  and  tlic  very  ixTtiiimf,  questions  put  l)y  Mr.  ('urtis,  to 
vvliiuli  tlu«  Suddci-  Court  on  ;uluiitting  tlie  special  appeal,  do  not  ajipear 
to  have  adverted,  settle  the  matter.  The  Kazee  being  competent  to  disnn'ss 
a  superintendent  for  what  he  considers  bad  faith,  or  misconduct,  the 
competency  of  Govei-ninent,  which  siands  in  the  place  of  the  Kazee, 
is    indisputable. 

(ith. — Under  the  circumstances  I  see  no  reason  whatever  for  abandon- 
inf.r  the  defence.  It  has  been  shewn  that  the  decrees,  passed  in 
favour  of  Government,  are  conformable  not  only  with  the  regulations 
but    the    Mahomedan    Law    and  as  to  the   reasons  assigned    by    the  Sudder 

Court    for    admitting  a    special  appeal,     I   see  no 

°  Vule    Mr.    Ross's   Proceedinffs  •  ,      ,  „  ....  , 

dated  28th  January  18.'?2.  grounds    whatever    tor     mternng     the     remotest 

intention    to     i)reiudge     the    case.*     If   however, 

any    such    inference  can    be    drawn,   it    furnishes    an    additional    m*otive  for 

those    on    whom   the    protection    of   the    public    interests    devolves,  to  exert 

themselves    the    more    strenously    in   their    defence. 

7th. — t  or    the    above     reasons   I   agree    in    the    opinion    entertained  by 

the   late    Boardf    that    the    prerogative    of    Gov- 

t  Vide    Persian      Proceeding!,     ernuient    should     be     asscrtcd.       I     am     intirely 

dated  the  24th  April  1821.  .  .  •' 

(Hd.)  J.  Pattle.  Opposed  to  compounding  with  the  appellant  in  the 
mode  proposed  in  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
minute  recorded  by  the  Senior  Member  above  referred  to,  because  such 
a  procedure  will  compromise  the  authority  of  Government,  and  defeat 
the  object  of  Regulation  19  of  1810  in  this  and  all  similar  cases  ; 
and  further  because  if  the  appellant  has  been  unwarrantably  dealt  with 
it  would  be  unbecoming  in  Government  to  oflTer  less  tlian  what  in  that 
case  he  would  be  entitled  to.  He  claims,  as  a  matter  of  right,  not 
qnly  restitution  to  the  office  of  Mutwalli  but  likewise  to  his  share  of 
the  property  assigned  to  that  officer  in  the  Tovvleutnamah  which 
was  forfeited  by  his  dismissal.  On  successful  resistance,  therefore,  to 
these  claims  depends,  first  whether  Government  is  to  make  good  to 
him  that  amount  from  the  date  on  which  he  was  removed,  and 
secondly  whether  in  defiance  of  the  provisions  of  the  regulation  1!)  of 
1810,  which  vest  the  Governor  General  in  Council  with  full  power  to 
make  provisions  for  the  due  management  and  superintendence  of  such 
endowments,  an  individual  is  to  be  replaced  as  a  matter  of  right  in 
the  office  of  Mutwalli  or  Manager  for  which  he  has,  by  the  highest 
competent    authority,     been    declared    disqualified. 

(Sd.)   \V.  W.  BIRD, 


Second    Minute    by  the  Senior    Member, 

HoOOHLY    ImAMB.IRAH. 

1  received  yesterday  afternoon  my  colleague's  minute  dated  the 
2l8t  instf^nr.  and  have  perused  it  with  great  attention  but  without 
finding   any    reason    to   alter    the    opinion    I     have     already    given     in    this 
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2.  As  ill  tho  inar<Tiii  of  the  7tli  paragraph  o£  iny  colleague's 
minute  reference  is  made  to  Persian  proceedings  held  by  me  as  a 
member  of  the  late  Board  of  Revenue  under  date  the  24th  April  1831 
approving  the  di-af't  of  an  answer  the  Hooghly  Local  Agents  had  sul)- 
mitted,  it  is  necessary  that  1  should  state  thei'ein  when  these  i)ro- 
ceedings  were  held  by  me.  No  Law  Officer  had  to  my  knowledge.  bi?en 
consulted  in  respect  to  the  nature  of  the  deed  executed  by  the  endower, 
Muhammad  Mohsin.  It  is  also  requisite,  I  should  declare  that  the 
abovementioned  Persian  proceedings  formed  no  part  of  the  records 
submitted  for  my  reference  and  consideration  when  I  wrote  my  first 
minute  or  I  should  have  then  stated  that  the  legal  information  now 
adduced  as  will  appear  from  tlie  dates  of  the  Futwahs.  has  only  recently 
been    obtained. 

It  i§  for  the  Government  to  determine  with  reference  to  the 
conflicting  opinions  the  2nd  member  and  mj^self  have  given  on  this 
case,  what  course  shall  be  pursued.  I  accordingly  propose  that  Acting 
Secretary  will  have  the  goodness  to  draft  a  letter  submitting  to  Gov- 
ernment for  instructions  over  minutes  and  papers  needful  for  reference 
in  which  he  will  include  translation  into  English  of  the  late  Board's 
Persian  jjroceedings  of  the  24tli  A])ril  1821  and  of  the  draft  of  an 
answer    referred    to    therein. 

Board   of  Revexuk, 
Fort   William, 
23rd    January    1833. 

P.S. — No  time  should  be  lost  as  the  Sudder  Dewani  Adawlut 
have  long  since  directed  that  this  case  shall  be  heard  out  of  numerical 
order. 


Second    ^Minute    liy    the    Second    Member. 

The  papers  needful  for  reference,  should  of  course,  as  suggested 
by  the  Senior  Llember  be  sul)mitted  for  the  consideration  of  Govern- 
ment and  for  this  purpose  I  request  that  application  may  be  made 
through  the  Vakeel  of  Government  for  copies  of  Mr.  Curtis's  rubu- 
karee  dated  the  31st  July  1830  and  of  the  Futwa.  of  the  Law  Officers 
of  the  Sudder  Dewani  Adawlut.  dated  the  13th  of  November  follow- 
ing, in  conformity  to  which  the  decree  of  the  Provincial  Court  was 
paused.  The  artful  suppression  of  these  papers  by  the  appellant,  on 
preferring  his  application  for  the  admission  of  a  special  appeal  misled 
apparently  the  Sudder  Judge.  The  Senior  Member  has  in  like  manner 
been  led  to  suppose  that  the  Judge  of  the  Provincial  Court  passed 
his  decision  "  in  direct  contravention  of  all  the  Futwahs  laid  before 
him";  and  it  is  if  the  utmost  importance  to  prevent  Government 
from    falling   into   the    same    mistake. 

2.  The  mere  fact  of  the  suppression  of  these  documents  is  suffi- 
ciently conclusive  of  the  effect  with  which  the  appellant  himself  was 
aware,     the    production     of    them     would     be     attended     and     it    is    to    be 
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rc-gretti'd  that  im  iiicans  wove  tlion  at  liaiid  to  i)r(*vent  the  success  of 
the  artiticf.  It  is  not,  howfviT,  yet  too  late,  should  Government  be 
pleased    to   approve    of    the    steps    recommended    by    me. 

(Sd.)    W.    W.    HIRD. 

SuDDEK  Board  Offkk, 

FoKT  William, 
The  25th  January    1833. 


Third    minute    of    Senior   Member. 

By  all  means  let  an  application  be  made  through  the  Vakeel  of 
Government  to  the  Sudder  for  the  abovementioned  copies  of  papers 
required    by   the    Second    Member    and    which    I    liave    never    seen. 

(Sd).  J.  PATTLE 

The    25th    .Tanuarv    1833. 
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No.  318. 

To  R.  D.  Mangles,  Esq.,  .        .  (•-.i 

Acting  Secretary  to  the  Sadder  Board  of  Revpnuo.  in  the 
Lower    Provinces. 

Sir. 

I     am    directed     by     the     Right     Hou'lile    the      Governor-General 

in     ('ouncil     to      acknowledge    the 

Wasik  Alee  Klian  ...  ...     Appellant.  ■    .        ,■  i    4..  {    +1         t  Oi  l. 

versus  receipt    01   your   letter    or   the    12ta 

"THTgliy""'  *'"'  .':"''"  ''"'!    Kcpondents.      ultimo,    Submitting   minutes  record- 

For  the  recovery  of  the  situation  of  Joint    Mutwali       pd     by    tlie     ]\IemberS     of     the     Board 
of  the  Hooghlv  Imambarah.  .  '  n      •  1 

in  the  case  noted  m  the  margni, 
in  which  a  special  ap]  eal  has  been  admitted  by  the  Sudder  Dewani 
Adawlut. 

2.  In  reply,  I  am  directed  to  request  that  you  will  inform  the 
Board,  that  on  a  consideration  of  the  papers  forwarded  relative  to  this 
case,  His  Lordship  in  Council  has  been  pleased  to  resolve,  that  the 
appeal  in  question  shall  be  defended  on  the  part  of  the  Government^ 
The  Board  ■svill  be  pleased  to  give  immediate  instructions  to  that 
effect  accordingly,  and  they  will  be  careful  of  course  to  see  that  the 
answer  filed  to  the  appeal  contains  a  full  and  clear  statement  of  the 
grounds  on  which  the  right  of  Government  to  exercise  its  discretion, 
without  reference  to  the  Civil  Courts,  in  removing  Wasick  Ally  Khan 
from  the  superintendency  of  the  Imambarah  for  abuse  of  trust  proved 
to   its    satisfaction,    is    contended    for. 

I    am, 

SlE, 

Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  C.  MACSWEEN, 
Offg.  Secretary  to  Government. 

Council  Chamber, 
The  loth  March  1833. 
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No.   24. 

Secretary    to   Government,    Revenue    Department. 

The    28th    January    1834. 

SiK, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to  submit  the 
following  question  for  the  consideration  and  orders  of  Right  Honourable  the 
Governor  General    in    Council. 

2nd — The    point  upon  which  the    decision    of  Government    is    requested, 
arises    out    of  the  case  noted  in  the  margin  which 

Wasik    Alee  Khau,   versus   Gov-  i-nii-  i-        t        ii-- 

eminent   and   Local  Agents    of     has    already    been   laid  before    his     Lordship   m 

^"°*'''''-'-  Council    with    Mr.    Mangle's   letter    of    the    12th 

February    18o3,  in     consequence     of   a   difference   of    opinion    between    the 

Members    upon  which    Government  were    pleased    to   pass     orders     to    the 

effect    that    an    appeal,   on    the    part    of    Govern- 
-Xo.  313.  i  f       1  I 

ment    should    be  prosecuted,    which    orders  were 
conveyed    in   your  letter*    of   the    loth    March     1833. 

3rd — It  appearing  to  the  2nd  Member  that  this  case  relative  to 
the  Hooghly  Imamliarah  vvas  one  of  great  importance  and  difficulty 
and  that  in  the  progi'ess  of  the  appeal  through  the  Court  of  Sudder 
Dewani  Adawlut  it  had  become  still  more  complicated  than  before,  owing 
to  the  Proceedings  of  Mr.  C.  R.  Barw^elJ,  one  of  the  judges,  who  after 
passing  a  final  decision  in  favour  of  Government  has  introduced  into 
his  written  decree  an  order  for  referring  the  case  to  the  other  judges, 
he  proposed  to  the  Board  that  Mr.  Sutherland,  one  of  the  pleaders 
practising  at  the  Bar  of  the  Court,  be  retained  on  the  part  of  Gov- 
ernment in  the  case,  to  assist  its  conduct  with  his  learning  and  talent, 
in  unison  with,  and  in  addition  to  the  Vakil  of  Government  under 
the   provisions    of  Regulation   XII  of    1833. 

4th — It  appeared  also  to  the  2nd  Member  that  Mr.  Sutherland's 
employment  in  the  manner  proposed  by  him,  was  rendered  the  more 
desirable  from  the  circumstance  of  that  gentleman  being  the  Secretary 
of  the  Committee  of  Public  Instruction  to  whose  superintendence  the  affairs 
of  the  Institution  have  been  committed,  and  having  from  that  connec- 
tion an  oflicial  interest  in  the  favourable  result  of  the  trial,  which 
taken  together  with  his  professional  qualifications,  appears  to  render 
him  peculiarly  united  to  afford  essential  service  to  Government  on  the 
present    occasion. 

5th — The  senior  Member  is  fully  sensible  of  the  advantages  which 
the  employment  of  the  talents  and  the  other  high  qualifications  un- 
doubtedly possessed  by  Mr.  Sutherland,  are  likely  to  afford  any  suitor 
in  the  court  wherein  he  practises,  but  he  doubts  how  far  it  would 
be  considered  proper  by  Government  to  employ  that  gentleman  in  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  Pleader  of  Government,  who  has  hitherto  conducted 
the    case.      Mr.    Pattle    has    called    the  attention     of    the     Board     to    the 
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sentiiiients  expressed  by  Mr.  F^llliott,  the  Special  ("oiinnissioiier  of  Bihar, 
ill  which  the  junior  Member  has  decLared  and  coincided  when  it  was 
suggested  to  allow  the  Deputy  Collector  employed  in  getting  up  the 
case  of  Government  under  the  proposed  new  rules,  to  conduct  his 
case  in  person,  and  he  considers  the  present  proposition  for  the  em- 
ployment of  British  Agency,  open  to  all  the  objections  expressed  by 
Mr.  Elliott  as  he  understands,  concurred  in  l)V  his  colleague,  that  were 
urged   against    that    suggestion. 

6th — As  a  general  principle  the  senior  Member  is  of  opinion  that 
Government  should  not  debar  itself  from  talcing  advantage  of  the  best 
agency  it  can  obtain  in  the  conduct  of  its  own  suits,  whether 
European  or  Asiatic,  in  the  same  manner  as  any  private'  individual 
may  do,  but  independently  of  the  seeming  inconsistency  above  alluded 
to  he  considers  the  step  proposed  by  his  colleague  to  be  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  require  for  its  sanction  a  previou  i-eference  for  the  orders 
of    the    Governor-General    in    Council. 

7th. — The  Junior  Member  does  not  consider  that  the  same  objec- 
tions are  applicable  t.i  retaining  Mr.  Sutherland  as  occur  to  the 
employment  of  the  Deputy  Collector  to  plead  in  the  mofassil  as  an 
usual  rule,  that  gentleman  not  being  in  the  convenanted  service  of 
Government  which  the  Deputy  Collector  is.  and  there  being  no  obstacle 
to  the  emplojmient  of  an  European  pleader  bj*  the  opposite  party  in 
the  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut  under  the  recent  regulation  above  cited, 
which,  there  would  generally  be  in  practice  at  least  in  the  Mofassil 
Courts    of   the    Special    Judges. 

8th. — He  accordingly  requests  that  the  question  be  submitted  for 
the  orders  of  His  Lordship  in  Council  as  he  considers  the  case  to  be 
of  much  importance  as  to  warrant  a  reference  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
Supreme    Council. 


132 


No.  29?.. 

To  R    D.  Mangles,  Esq., 

Acting    Secretary    to    the    Siidder    Board    of    Revenue. 

Lower    Provinces. 

SiK, 

I    am    directed    by    the    Honourable    the    Vice    President    in    Council 
to     acknowledge     the     receipt    of    Mr      Grant's 

Wasik    Alee    Kliau    versu^i     (io-  >.-  -^  i  ,        , 

verninent  and  Local  Agents  of  letter  Ao.  24,  dated  the  28th  January  last, 
^*'°^'''-'"  and     to     request      that     you      will     inform    the 

Board,  that  His  Honour  in  Council  authorizes  the  Board,  to  retain 
Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Sutherland  as  an  additional  Pleader  on  behalf  of  Govern- 
ment in  the  appealed  case  noted  in  the  margin  pending  before  the 
Court    of    Sudder    Dewanny  Adawlut. 

1    am, 

Sir. 

Your    most    obedient  servant. 

(Sd.)  Illegible, 
Deputy    Secretary   to   Government. 

Council  Chamber, 
The  3rd  March  1834. 
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No.  68. 

SuDDEK  Board  of  Revenue. 

To  J.  C.  C.  Sutherland,  Esq., 

Calcutta. 

Sir, 

I    am    directed    by    the    Sudder    Board    of    Revenue    to   inform    you 
that     the      Honourable     the     Vice-President     in 

Wasik    Alee    Klian     verses    Cto- 

vernnient   aiiJ   Local   Anents   of     Council  has    been  pleased  to  authorize     them  to 
°"^''^'  retain    your    services    as    an    additional    pleader 

on  behalf  of  Government  in  the  appealed  case  noted  in  the  margin 
pending  before  the  Court  of  Sudder  Dewani  Adawlut  and  to  request 
that  you  will  associate  yourself  with  the  Government  Vakeel  in  the 
suit. 

I   have,    etc., 

(Sd.)  G.  K.  B. 

2nd  Mav  1834. 
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To  K.  R.  Barwell,  Esq., 

Commissioner   of    Revemie    for   the    18tli    Division,    Hooghly. 

Sir, 

I    beg   leave    to     buhmit     the     2nd     half-yearly    and     annual    Jiiinma 
\BSTR\cT  •  Khurch      accounts    of      Perguiinah 

.  Forwarding  2iid    half- yearly    and     annual     Juinraa  Syedpore,       etC,       the       property       of 

Klmrcl.   accounts   of  the- Trust  Estate  of  Ihe  Hooghly  ^j         Hooghly     Imambarah      together 
Imanibarah  for  1240  B.S.,  observing,  that  the   amount  o      J  to 

now     in    deposit    on    account      of      the    Jth       share  with       the        aCCOUntS        of  Kiiarij 

assignable  to  one    Mutwalli    not  maintained,  as   direo-  in  i»  o 

t<d  "in  a  letter  from  the    Sudder  Board    of    Revenue  iowleut     for     1240  B.b. 
dated  31st  March  1829,  is  short   of   what  it  ought   to  g     i         W'JfU      ,.<ifQ,.Q,-,oQ      in      iUc 

be,   the    present  Mutwalli   having  employed  nearly  the  -^'^-        *^  ""^^      leiCience      10      me 

whole  sum  for  the  purposes  of  the  endowment  in   the  instructions     of    the     Sudder      Board 
|ths  and  litlis  shares.  .  i  i  i  i 

01  Kevenae,  issued  under  date  the 
31st  March  1829  which  directed  that  jth  share  of  the  net  profits 
assignable  as  salary  to  the  situation  of  Mutwalli,  placed  in  abeyance, 
should  be  retained  in  deposit  and  not  as  heretofore  be  appropriated 
as  a  personal  allowance  to  present  Mutwalli,  I  beg  to  draw  your 
attention  to  the  subject  for  any  orders  you  may  deem  the  case  to 
i-equire.  I  find  only  Rs.  1,513  2  as.  10  gd.  2  k.  the  sole  avilable  ac- 
cumulation now  on  that  head  and  the  Mutwalli  furnishes  the  following 
explanation    of   its    appropriation  : — 

The  total  amount  it  would  appear  should  be  Rs.  24,731-0-0-1  k 
of  which  Rs.  23,217-13-9-3  is  charged  as  expended  for  the  items 
bolow  : — 

Rs.      A.  G.     K. 

Istly — Advanced  to  §tbs  share  or  the  main- 
tenance  of   the   fund  itself         ...  ...       5,671     <•  16     2 

2ndly — Advanced  to  ^ths  share  or  the  estab- 
lishment  of   the   Institution       ...  ...      12,247     2    9     1 


Total  ...      17,918     3    5     3 


3rdly — Embezzlement  by  tlie  late  cash    keeper, 

etc.,   of   the    Imambarah  ...  ...       5.299  10     4     0 

Total 

Balance   tliie    to    the  stock 

Total 


3rd — I  think  this  discretion  is  hardly  reserved  to  the  Mutwalli 
from  the  general  tenor  of  Mr.  Blunt's  minute  referred  to  in  the  above 
quoted  instructions,  and  I  can  only  remark  that  the  Mutwalli  has 
never  ai)plied,  through  this  office,  for  leave  to  em  iloy  the  fund,  and 
considering    that     it    is     now     notorious,    a    suitor    is     before    the     Sudder 
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13 

9 

3 

1,513 
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10 

2 
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0 

0 

1 
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Dowani  Adawku.  iKipino-  to  sucCL'od  to  the  rights  of  ihc  Mutwalli- 
t^liip  in  abeyance  I  have  deemed  it  iJropcr  to  intimate  to  the  Mut- 
walli,  Akbar  Alee  Khan,  that  lie  should  not  henceforth,  until  your 
sentiments  arc  communicated  for  his  guidance,  appropriate  this  fund  in 
any    way. 

T  am, 

Sir. 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)    W.    H.   BELLIE, 

Local  Agent. 

HooGHLY  Local  Agent'^  Office, 
The    1st    8eptenil)er    1834. 
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No.  2();'>l. 


To 


le    SiiildiM-    Hoard    of    RevomU', 
Fort,    William. 


Gkntlemen, 

I    deem    it    expedient     to     submit     for   your     Board's     information    the 

con-espondence     and     papers    noted 

Letter    f.-oiii     the     officiating    Judge   of     the    24-       . 
PerKiiunahs,  dated  15tli    July  1834,  \ritli    six   native      in      the       margin       relative      to      the 

^"Copk^'of  Commissioner's    letter   to   the  officiating      Pl-oposed     sale     of     the      property    at 

Judge  of  the  24-Pergunnahs  and  offici'ating  Judge  of     Kidderpore      appertaining     to     the 

Hooglilv.  (with  Persian  proceeding) dated  29th  Julv  tt         i  i   ^ 

1834  No  1480-81.  "      Imauibarah    at     Hooghly     under    a 

JuSrof^H^S^SIr^uS  mf'"'°^     decree    of   the    Calcutta     Provincial 

Copy  of  Commissioner's  letter  to    Collector  of   tlie  Court     of      Appeal. 
24-Pergunnaiis  dated  18th  August  1834,  No.  1686. 

Copy   of   Commissioner's   letter   to    Judge    of  the  2nd 1      have      in     the      interim 

24-Pergunnahs  and  Hi  oghly,  dated  18th  August  1834,  t  i         » 

No.  1687.  requested     tlie      Local      Agent     at 

Letter     fr..n     officialmg     CoUector     of    the    2^^^^       Hooghlv        to       COnsult        with       the 
Pergunnahs  dated  10th  septemljer  with    (me    Lnglish  »     j  ""        "">-■ 

aud  two  native  enclosures.  Mutwalli     of   the      Imambarah    and 

report  whether  some  arrangement 
cannot  be  made  for  discharging  the  amount  awai'ded  against  the  Trust 
Estate,  and  to  save  the  property  at  Kidderpore  from  sale  under  the 
existing  depreciated  value  on  landed  property  and  have  directed  the 
Collector  of  the  2-1-Pergunnahs  to  suspend  the  sale  of  the  property  in 
question    till    further    orders. 

8rd — As    connected    with   this    subject    1    have    tlie    honour  to    forward 
Letter  from  Collect-.r  of  Hooghly,  dated  ist  Sep.     >»  '>nginal  the  accompanying  letter 

tember      1834.    with     4      English     and      52     native       ^ud     its     euclosures     frOlU    the     Local 

Letter    from     Collector    of  Hooghly,    dated     12tli      Agent       at       Hooghly       stating     that 
Marcli         .  with  2  English   and  25  native  enclosures.        .i  xt„      _i  ai  \i  i  t-i 

^  the     JNawab      Alee     Akbar     Khan, 

the  present  Mutwalli  of  the  Imambarah.  has  in  direct  conti-avention  of 
your  Board's  orders  of  the  31st  March  1829  and  without  any 
authority  from  the  Local  Agent  expended  the  greater  portion  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  ',th.  share  assignable  as  salary  to  the  situation  of 
the  Mutwalli  at  Syedpore  placed  in  abeyance  under  your  Board's 
orders    above  cited. 

4th — Your  Board  will  perceive  that  the  total  amount  of  the  proceeds 
is  shewn  to  be  Rs.  24.731-0-0-1  of  which  the  Mutwalli  has  disbursed 
Rs.  5,671-0-16-2  for  the  expenses  of  the  ilths  shares.  Rs.  12,247-2-9-1 
on  account  of  the  ?,ths  share.  Rs.  5,299-10-4  he  states  was  embezzled 
by  the  late  cash  keeper  and  that  the  balance  only  Rs.  1.513-2-10-2  is 
in   deposit: 

.')th — Of  these  disbursements  no  separate  entry  appears  in  the  accounts, 
ami    men    if   there     were     any.    they     could     not      be     checked     without 
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comparison  with  tlie  receipt;;  and  voucliers.  anil  the  Local  Agent  will 
accordingly  Ijo  called  upon  to  state  whether  lie  has  tested  the  accounts 
furnished  l)y  the  Mutwallis  with  the  receipts  which  he  ought  to  have 
delivered  in  with,  them,  although  there  are  various  changes  in  the 
accounts,  of  the  correctness  of  which  no  such  proofs  are  oijtainable,  viz.. 
charity,    distribution    of    fruits    and    sweetmeats,    diet    allowance,    etc. 

6tli — At  the  same  time  it  is  quite  evident  that  the  Mutwalli  lias 
had  no  authority  to  dispose  nf  these  sums,  and  had  they,  been  retained 
in  deposit  as  directed  by  your  Board,  (they)  could  have  lieen  appropriated 
towards  the  liquidation  of  the  decree  of  Court,  or  if  not  to  this  purpose 
the  suitor  now  before  the  Sudder  Dewani  Adawlut  claiming  to  succeed 
to  the  rights  of  the  ^lutwalliship  in  abeyance,  will  demand  a  refund 
of  the  amount  rlius  appropriated  if  he  (obtains  an  award  in  his 
favour. 

Under  these  circumstances  your  Boards  orders  are  solicited  as  to 
■whether  the  ^lutwalli  shall  Ije  held  personally  responsible  for  these 
unauthorized    disliursements    or    not. 

7th — To  prexent,  however,  a  recurrence  of  any  similar  acts  on  his 
part,  I  would  ]  ropose  that  the  annual  expenses  of  each  share  be  fixed 
with  reference  to  previous  accounts,  any  expenses  beyond  which  the 
Mutwalli  should  be  restricted  from  incurring ;  and  in  the  event  of  your 
Board's  approving  this  suggestion  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  will  be 
directed  to  carry  it  forthwith  into  effect,  reporting  the  result  of  your 
Board's    information. 

I  have    the    honour  to    be, 

Gentlemen, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd).   E.    R.   BAH  WELL, 
Commissioner. 

Alu'Oke, 

COMMlSSlONEli's    OFFICE,    18tH    DIVISION, 

The    oOth    September   1834. 
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SiTDDEK   Board  of  Revkni  k, 


C'oinmissioner    of  Alijiore 


No.    68!». 


The    23rd    Deceml.er    1834. 


SlK. 

The    Sudder    Board  of  Revenue  having  liad    before  them  your  letter  of 
^.  ,  the    30th  September    last  *  (which    did  not    come 

to  hand  till  the  2nd  instant)  and  its  enclo- 
sures relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  Tmambarah  at  Hooghly.  direct  me 
to   communicate    as    follows  : — 

2nd. — The  Board  request  that  you  \vill  submit  for  their  inspection 
the  Decree  passed  by  the  Provincial  Court  of  Ap;ieal  and  explain  at 
the  same  time  why  no  intimation  of  that  decree  was  communicated 
to  them  at  the  time  when  it  was  passed.  The  Board  remark  that 
Mr.  Martin's  letter  of  the  loth  J''ly  reached  you  on  the  18th  idem, 
whilst  your  letter  forwarding  the  same  and  other  correspondence  was 
not    received    till    the  2nd  instant. 

3rd. — Further  the  I>oard  wish  to  be  informed  under  what  cir- 
cumstances the  Trust  Estate  can  be  held  responsible  under  a  decree 
passed  in  a  case  to  which  Government  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  a  party. 

■4th. — The  Board  request  that  you  will  instruct  the  Local  Agents 
to  call  upon  the  Mutwalli  to  lurnish  within  ten  days  of  his 
receipt,  through  them,  of  this  requisition  a  full  explanation  of  his 
misappropriation    of   a    portion     of    the  funds    of   the    Institution. 

(Sd.)    B.    O.    M.    S. 
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To 


The    Sadder    Hoard    of   Revonue. 


Sir. 

The  case  of  Wasik  Ali  Khan  ajyainst  Government  in  which  the 
Board  did  me  the  favour  of  enipUiying  me  to  act  on  the  part  of 
Government  has  been  finally  decided  liy  the  dismissal  of  the  appeal 
of  Wasik  Ali.  [t  contains  some  points  of  importance  as  to  the  Law 
of  endowments  and  construction  of  Regulation  19  of  1810.  I  submit, 
therefore,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board  in  print  three  copies  of 
a  full    Report    of    tliat    case    and    two    others    with    which    it    is    cognate. 

I    have,   etc.. 
(Sd.)   J.    C.    C.   SUTHERLAND, 
Calcutt.\, 
The    1st    Januarv    188.^. 


SuuDEK    Dewanee   Adawlut, 
November    29th.    1884. 

Before    C.    \V.    Smith,    Esq.,    Officiating    Judge. 
I.     Wasik    Ali    Khan,    Appellant,    versus  Government,    Respondent. 
IL     Turab    Ali     Khan.   Appellant,    versus   Cui-ator    of   the    Hooghly 
Endowment    and    Collector    of   Jessore. 
IIL     Collector    of   Jessore    and    Curator    of    the    same,     Appellants 
versus   Turab    Ali    Khan.    Respondent. 

On   the   9th    Bysakh.    1218,    B.    S.,    (1806)    Haji    Muhammad    Mohsin. 
„,      „      ,n     .      c      .     .     ^    Shia  Muslim,    Zemindar    of    Kismat    Saidpur, 

llio  omce  of  Curator  lit    a   trust       .  f      ^ 

is  not  hereditary  and  the  claim  of     HI     Jessore,     executed     a     deed    of    endowment, 

Wasik  .\li    to    be   considered   as    a  uirxu  •  r/~i]i  ■  i 

Curator,  on  an  alleged  appointment     whereby    for   the    scrvice    of   God,     he    assigned 
by  his  father  (one  of  two  Curators,     that     Estate     and     Other   properties    mentioned, 

originally  appointed  by  t!ie  endower)       ..  i  i  i  .    . 

and  the  Wrted  improper  removal     for     the     trusts,     and      Under     the      Conditions 

b\'  the  Board,  under  Rti^ulation    19       i-   ii         '    ^         f\    f^  i       i       cii     i  • 

of  1810,  is  disallowed.    It  appear-     tollowmg  :— (i)   Conveyance    was  made  to  Shakir 
ed  that  the  appointment,  if  genuine,     Ali     Khan     and     Rijab     AH     Khan,     who    were 

had  never  taken  effect,    the   father  ■  i     ■>  i 

having  continued  to  act  after  its     appointed    Mutawallis    or    Curators  ;    (ii)    iyths    of 

date  and    that    it    had    never  been       .1  ,      •  ■  1     r         ii  1 

continned  by  the  proper  authorities,  ''i*^  "^t  income  Were  assigned  for  the  observ- 
ance of  prayers,  the  preservation  of  the 
Imambarah  at  Hooghly  and  tomb  of  Salaliuddin  Mohammud,  the 
husband  of  the  Haji's  half  sister.  Manu  Jan,  from  whom  he  had 
inherited  ;  (iii)  ^ths  were  assigned  for  the  support  of  the  Curators  ; 
(iv)  ^-ths  were  assigned  for  the  support  of  t!ie  office-bearers  of  the 
Imambarah  and  certain  persons  named  in  a  list  ;  (v)  after  the 
endower's  death,  the  Curators  might  alter  and  remodel  the  expendi- 
ture, allowances,  and  pensions  ;  (vi)  if  in  their  lifetime  the  Curators 
should  wish  to  r.^sigu,  they  might  appoint  in  their  places  new- 
Curators,    choosing    the    nnjst    worthy. 
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TIk'  cndowcr  ilied  on  the  l()tli  AfTiiii.  li'l!)  (.'lOtli  Xrjvciiilicr 
1812):  Shakir  Ali  dii'd  on  the  :2Stli  IJysakli.  1220.  liaviny-  i)rc\i(insly 
set.  n\)  an  instrument,  purpiirting  to  lie  a  will  licaring  liis  seal  ami 
executed  by  tlie  Haji,  sliortly  lieforc  liis  deatli  (on  the  7th  Agiin, 
lai;)"!  whereby  lie  virtually  8et  aside  the  imivious  endowment,  and 
constituted  Shakir  Ali  his  ropresentativi^  and  successor.  Shakir  All  on 
this,  which  bore  the  attestation  ol'  his  I'ather-in-hiw  Hajab  Ali. 
procured    record    of    his    name    as    Zemindar. 

At  the  instance  of  Banda  Ali.  who  claimed  the  Estates  as  donee 
of  ^lanu  Jan,  after  thi^  death  of  Shakir  Ali,  the  instrument  was 
pursued  as  false,  before  the  ^lagistrate  at  Hooghly.  by  his  investiga- 
tion the  forgery  was  clearly  shewn.  Rajab  Ali  admitted  the  fact  of 
affixing  the  Haji's  seal  (while  he  was  insensible)  at  the  desire  of 
Shakir  Ali,  and  the  witnesses  whose  names  appeared,  denied  know- 
ledge of  execution.  The  Magistrate  liid  not  press  the  charge  against 
Rajab  Ali,  on  the  gi-ound  of  his  ignorance  and  simplicity — the  deed 
in    fact    prejudicing    his    rights    under    the    endowment. 

Uakir  Ali  succeeded  Shakir  Ali,  his  father,  under  an  alleged 
appointment  from  the  latter.  Dissensions  already  commenced,  continued 
between  him  and  Rajab  Ali.  After  some  struggles  a  compromise 
ensued  which  ended  in  their  effecting  the  record  of  their  names  as 
joint    Zemindars. 

Amongst  sui>jects  of  dispute  and  jealousy  was  a  Taluka,  which 
Shakir  Ali,  at  the  fixed  inadequate  sum  of  12,573  rupees  11  annas  had 
set  up  in  favour  of  his  younger  son  l\rrab  Ali.  It  included  Basandia, 
Chmgotia  and  Magora,  the  most  valuable  mahals  of  the  Estate.  This 
tenure  being  resisted  by  Rajab  Ali,  the  issue  of  Turab  Ali's  possession^ 
was  tried  by  the  Zilla  Court,  under  Regulation  6  of  1813.  and  found 
in  the  affirmative  on  the  21st  February  1814.  This  award  was? 
however,  on  29tli  duly  set  aside  l)y  the  Court  of  Appeal,  which  sent 
the  case  back,  that  it  might  be  readjudged,  when  the  pattah  alleged 
to  have  lieen  granted  by  the  Haji  to  Turab  Ali,  should  have  been 
produced.  Ikit  no  retrial  took  place.  Rajab  Ali  filed  a  retraction 
in  which  he  admitted  tlie  alleged  tenure  and  right  of  Turab  Ali. 
There  was  another  tenure  set  up  in  favour  of  Turab  Ali,  viz.,  that  of 
the  Lakhiraj  muhal  of  Sobnal  (also  a  part  of  the  endowment)  on 
which    the    quit    rent    of    1.001    rupees    was    alleged    to    be    fixed. 

These  dissensions,  and  complaints  of  abuses  made  against  Rajab 
Ali  and  Kakir  Ali  brought,  them  under  the  notice  of  the  Local  Agents 
and  Board  of  Revenue,  which  authority  under  Regulation  It)  of  1810, 
is  invested  with  the  general  control  of  endownments.  With  the 
sanction  of  Government,  in  November  1815  (Magh  1222)  Akbar  Ali 
Khan  was  appointed  Visitor  to  n^port  abuses  and  check  the  Curators 
in   the    management    of  the    trust. 

In  the  interval  up  to  Se]3tember  1817,  enquiry  went  on  and  pro- 
ceedings were  held  by  the  Collectors  of  Jessore,  successively,  Messrs. 
Steer,    Boddam    and    Tucker. 

In  June  1816,  at  <he  proposal  of  Mr.  Steer  the  Board  under  certain 
conditions    and    cdiecks,    authorized    the    Collector    to    allow    the    Collectors 
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to  ci)ini)K't,i'  till'  ciiUtJctiuns  oL'  [2'J2  ;iml  on  coiiipliaiiue  with  the  same, 
the    tdiargv    wass    restored    to    llajab    Ali   and    Bakir    Ali. 

Ill  tlie  progress  ol  eiuiuiry  Mv.  Tucker  brought  to  the  notice  ot 
thi'  Hoard  sarious  acts  ol  abuse  and  misfeazaiice  against  the  Mut- 
walJis,  under  these  lieads  : — i^l).  'i'hey  had  fraudulently  misappropriated 
the  assets  of  the  Trust,  by  constituting  and  enjoying  in  fictitious 
names,  tenures  at  inadequate  rents,  in  particuhir  the  Taluka  tenure 
of  Hasandia,  L'liingotia  and  ^layorah.  tlie  h\tter  of  which  was  appro- 
priated in  tile  name  of  Mishani  JJoguni,  the  wife  of  Wasik  Ali, 
Kajab  Ali's  son.  {-J}.  The  inadequate  rents  even  of  these  Talukas 
liad  not  been  brought  to  credit.  (3).  The  establishment  of  the 
village  of  I'utwaris  had  been  corruptly  suppressed.  (4).  The 
Mutawallis  had  allowed  the  officers  of  the  trust  to  hold  collusive 
farms.  (5).  They  had  largely  anticipated  the  rents  and  allowed  to 
fanners  remissions,  for  what  they  had  thus  converted  to  their  own 
use,  in  particular,  to  the  farmers  of  Chanka  and  Arinda.  (6).  Thej 
had  fraudulently  drawn  from  the  collections  large  sum  for  their  own 
use,  in  excess  of  their  fixed  proportion,  as  appeared  from  the  accounts 
of   their    own    otiicers    and    misapplied    sums    in    bribei-y. 

The  Talukas  of  Basandia,  etc.,  and  of  Sobnal  were  resumed,  with 
the  authority  of  the  Board,  by  the  Collector,  Mr.  Tucker,  who  first 
addressed  orders  on  Turai)  Ali  and  the  other  parties,  to  produce 
their  titles — a  requisition  which  had  before  been  made  by  Mr.  Boddam 
in    1816,    also    without    effect. 

Subsequently  on  the  12tli  September  1817,  in  consideration  of  the 
I'eports  and  statements  of  the  Collector,  the  Boai'd  recoi-ded  its  opinion 
that  Bakir  Ali,  who  was  already  suspended  from  charge,  was  unfit 
to  hold  the  office  of  Curator.  Acts  of  misappropriation  and  abuse 
against  him  and  I^ajab  Ali  (who  had  died  pending  the  enquiry)  l)eing 
pi-oved,  the  Board  also  held  that  his  heir  (Wasik  Ali)  was  also 
unfit  to  succeed  to  the  vacant  Curatorship,  as  his  participation  in 
abuses    was    apparent,    and    besides    the    office    was    not    hereditary. 

These  orders  were  confirmed  by  Government,  which  in  September 
1818.  appointed  Akbar  Ali  Khan  sole  Mutawalli  in  the  interval,  from  the 
end  of  181(5  ;  the  Estates  had  been  under  charge  of  the  Collector  and 
the  other  affairs  of  the  trust  under  the  direction  of  Akbar  Ali,  as 
Visitor. 

From  the  proceedings  narrated  arose  the  three  litigations  here 
reported.  In  1826  Wasik  Ali  instituted  a  suit  in  the  Zillah  of 
Hooghly,  to  recover  the  office  of  Co-Curator  of , the  endowment,  with 
the  emolument  annexed.  His  case  was  this  : — "  In  Bysakh  1220, 
(April  1813)  my  father  Rajab  Ali,  acting  on  the  power  given  him  in 
the  deed,  appointed  me  Curator  in  his  place.  I  and  Bakir  Ali  (who 
had  been  similarly  appointeil  by  his  father)  thus  became  joint  Muta- 
wallis ;  notwithstanding  this  the  Board  has  displaced  us  from  our 
offices  and  appointed  Akbar  Ali  Khan  in  our  jjlace.  The  di'ed  of 
trust  executed  by  the  Haji,  is  not  merely  a  deed  of  endowment,  but 
includes  also  a  testament.  My  removal  contra veneil  the  general  law, 
and      in      particular      section     2,     Regulation      r>     of     1799,     whereby     an 
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executor     is      only     reinovalile.     on     breacli     of     trust     judicially      proved. 
Hakir     All      has     liecome     insane  ;     therefore     I     alone     sue     for    my    own 

risrlit.' 

The  defence  of  Government  was  this.  Rajab  Ali  and  Hakir  Ali. 
the  last  Curators,  had,  on  enquiry,  been  found  guilty  of  abuses.  Under 
the  provisions  of  Regulation  19  of  1810,  the  Jioard  had  assumed  the 
control  of  the  Trust,  and  dis])laced  them,  and  with  the  sanction  of 
Government,    Akbar    Ali    Khan    had    been    appointed    sole    Curator. 

Gn  the  12th  September  1826  the  case  eame  on  for  trial  before 
Mr.  D.  Smyth,  the  Zillah  .Judge.  He  was  of  opinion  that  plaintiff  had 
failed  in  showing  that  he  had  legally  been  appointed  to,  and  held 
the  office,  from  which  he  alleged  his  removal.  He  had  not  been 
displaced,  but  the  former  ^lutawallis  wlio  were  guilty  of  abuses,  in 
which,  plaintiff  too  had  been  participant,  and  theuce  passed  over  in  the 
selection  of  a  successor.  ^Ir.  Smyth  referred  to  the  principles  of  the 
Muslim  Law  regarding  endowments  laid  down  in  the  case  of  Mohammad 
Sadik.  api  ellant.  versus  sons  of  iMohabut  Ali.  decided  in  the  Sudder 
Dewanny.  (5th  December  1798  (Vol.  1  Reports)  and  cases  Xos.  1  and  8, 
cited  in  Macnaghten's  precedents  (pages  329  and  340).  These  showed 
that  the  ruling  power  might  depose  a  misfeazing  trustee  of  an  endow- 
ment and  appoint  a  fit  person,  where  no  competent  heir  of  the  endower 
existed.  The  Board  had  done  this  under  section  13.  Regulation  19  of 
1810,  and  the  claim  of  plaintiff  was  untenable.  In  fact,  even  (as 
pretended)  had  he  been  deposed,  still  section  15  of  that  Regulation 
was  inapplicable,  and  gave  the  Court  no  right  to  interfere.  The  section 
gave  a  judicial  remedy  in  a  distinct  class  of  case,  viz.,  where  the 
Local  Agents  might  have  treated  as  an  endowment,  what  was  denied 
to    l)e    such. 

Mr.  Smyth  considered  section  2,  Regulation  b  of  1799,  as  irrelevant. 
The  essence  of  a  testament  was  i-evocability  :  now  the  endower  could 
not,  had  he  wished  it,  have  recalled  the  appropriation  made  in  1213, 
and  since  plaintiff  could  not  by  inheritance  claim  the  income  assigned 
to   an    office.    Mr.    Smyth    dismissed    his    suit. 

Turab  Ali  also  instituted  separate  actions  in  the  Provincial  C'ourt 
of    Calcutta    to    recover   the    Talukas    of    Basandia    and    .Sobnal. 

His  case  as  to  the  first  was  this.  "  on  3rd  Bysakh  1213,  Haji 
Mohsin  made  to  me  a  heritable  grant  of  Basandia.  Chingotia  and 
Magora.  at  the  fixed  quit  rent  of  Rs.  12.573  and  11  annas  and  put 
me  in  possession.  1  enjoyed  it  before  and  since  the  endowment,  and 
sold  Magora  to  Nishani  Begum  (Wasik  Ali's  wife)  and  Chingotia  to 
Murtaza  Khan  (plaintiff's  uncle),  each  tenure  subject  to  a  quarter  of 
the  rent  and  I  retained  Basandia.  The  Board  has  resumed.  Therefoi-e, 
for  the  right  of  holding  Basandia  at  a  moiety  of  the  above  rent.  I  sue 
the  Government,  Akbar  Ali  Khan,  and  the  Patuidars  who  hold  under- 
tenures    since    created    by    Government. 

On  the  part  of  Government,  the  Collector  alleged  the  grant  on 
which  the  claim  rested  to  be  a  forgery,  which  the  possession  of  the 
Haji's  seals  facilitated  ;  and  recited  the  various  discrediting  facts  above 
set  forth.       The  forged  will  of    7th  Aghan  1219.    which    plaintiff's    brother, 
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Hakir  Ali,  hail  defended,  was  iiieutioiuHl  in  this.  Soltnal  was  recited 
as  the  Talnka  of  plaintifl",  while  liasamlia  was  Itd't  in  follow  the  distri- 
bution   of   that    instrument. 

On  the  5th  May  1830.  this  case  was  heard  before  .Mr.  (».  (J.  Masters, 
who  deeming  the  pattah  set  up  by  plaintiff  proved  decreed  iu  his  favour 
recovery  of  the  claimed  tenure,  with  profits,  interest,  and  costs,  against 
the    defendant,    Akbar    Ali    Khan. 

In  his  plaint  for  the  Lakhiraj  tenure  of  Sobnal  and  dependencies, 
Turab  Ali  alleged  that  the  Haji,  in  1213,  had  granted  the  same  to 
him  at  the  fixed  rent  of  1,001  rupees.  The  defence  was  in  effect  the 
same  as  in  the  other  case.  On  the  17tli  May,  1831.  Mr.  G.  C.  Masters 
heard  this  case.  He  observed  that  the  pattah  had  no  date  and  that 
the  evidence  showed  that  it  was  a  fictitious  alienation  for  the  benefit 
of   the    former    Mutawalis.       Mr.    Masters,    therefore,    dismissed    the  suit. 

Wasik  Ali  preferred  an  appeal  to  the  Calcutta  Court  of  Appeal 
from  the  above  recited  decision  of  the  Zillah  Court.  He  pleaded  that 
his  case  required  a  special  reference  to  the  Muhammadan  Law  Ofticers 
to  ascertain  that  law  as  applicable  thereto.  Futwahs  were  filed  by 
both  parties,  and  successively  submitted  to  the  Muftis  of  the  ISudder 
Uewanni  Adawlat,  for  verification,  by  Mr.  Middleton  and  Mr.  Curtis, 
Judges  of  the  Court.  Mr.  Middleton,  with  reference  to  the  appellant's 
plea  in  that  regard  likewise  proposed  the  question  whether  the  Deed 
of  Endowment  was  also  a  testament,  and  Mr.  Cuitis  further  asked  for 
what  it  can  be  so  considered,  adding  these  queries — (1).  Can  the  ruling 
power  depose  a  Curator  if  for  good  of  the  trust  in  case  of  mis- 
feazance  ?  (2).  The  endower,  by  the  use  of  terms  in  the  plural,  commit- 
ted the  power  of  substitution  to  both  Curators  :  one  of  these  is 
dead  ;  can  the  survivor  singly  appoint  a  successor  without  consulting 
the   ruling    power  ? 

On  the  18th  December  1830,  this  appeal  came  on  for  trial  before 
Mr.  Middleton,  who  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  Lower  Court.  Mr. 
Middleton  observed  that  the  alleged  fact  of  Wasik  Ali  having  succeeded 
his  father  early  in  1220,  was  disproved,  by  the  continuance  of  Rajab 
Ali's  charge  till  1223  (1817).  Regulation  11»  of  1810,  having  invested  the 
Local  Agents  and  Board  with  control  over  appropriations,  the  suit  was 
not  tenable.  Mr.  Middleton  added  that  the  reports  of  the  Collector 
established  the  fraudulent  misconduct  of  the  late  Curators  in  which 
Wasik  Ali  had  participated. 

Jt  is  here  convenient  to  notice  the  law  opinions  to  which  Mr 
Middleton    did    not    deem    it    necessary    to  advert   in    his    judgment. 

'J'he    law    officers     of    the    Sudder    were    of   opinion   that    the    deed    of 
,,.,      ,     ,     ,    ,     ,      ,  endowment    combined     a     testament,     inasmuch 

W  liL-reby  tlie  deed    nf    endow  ■  ... 

meut,  tlio  seiectioij  of  a  successor     as  discretion    was    giveu    to   the    Curators,    after 

is  coiuniitted  <;eiierally   to  two   co-       i  •  i       j.  i         4.  •  1  1  1  •    1 

Curators,  of  whom  one  is  dead  ;  the  '^'^  ueatti,  to  revise  tile  establishments  and 
selection  by  the  survivor  uuder  the     allowances    to   individuals,    and    the    exercise    of 

.Manoiuedan    Law,     is     not     vahd, 

without  the    approbation  of    the     sucli     discretion      required     administrative     acts. 

Uulinir  iiower.,  i,  1  1  ^      1  ...  1  .  ^ 

It  would  not  be  competent  to  the  survivor  of 
two  Curators  (in  the  case  proposed  by  Mr.  Curtis)  to  appoint  a 
successor    independent    of    the    Government. 
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Tiu>  Futwahs  submitts.l  by  the  parties  Tor  veriticatioii  iucluded 
various  authorities  from  law  treaties.  In  these  the  words  Hakim  and 
Kazi  (denoting  according  to  the  Respondent  the  Ruling  power)  are  used 
as  interchangeable  ;  and  both  agreed  that  the  authority  thus  indicated 
might  remove  a  misfeazing  Curator.  According  to  tlie  Futwah  adduced 
by  appellant,  a  Curator  whose  charge  was  iwstponed  till  the  endower's 
death,  was  an  Executor ;  and  the  power  o!  the  Ruler  ro  appoint 
a  Curator  yielded  to  that  of  the  endower  and  his  executor  or  to  his 
testamentary  appointment.  According  to  the  Futwah  adduced  on  the 
part  of  Respondent  if  the  office  be  committed  to  two,  of  whom  one 
die,    the   ruler    selects    a  substitute,  and   without 

By  tlie  MuhauiniaJau    Law   tlie      ,  •        ,  .  ,  ■  j.  ^  i    i  rpi 

manager  oi;  a  trust,  whether  he     his    leave    the    survivor   Cannot  act    solely,     ihe 

ads  as  Curator  or    as  Executor    is      ^^^     q£     ^^^     ^f    tWO  CuratorS     is  nuU,     UnleSS      ex- 
equaUy    removable    by  tlie  Ruling  ,         ,,       . 

power,  if  he    be  suspected  or  if     pressly    empowered    to   act    severally  :    the    Kazi 

for  the  good  of  the  trust.  i-       i  ^i  •  i-     iU  J  '£ 

may  discharge  the  nonnnee  of  the  endower,  it 
for  the  good  of  the  endowment.  The  same  j-ules  apply  to  a  trust 
administered  by  an  Executor,  if  an  Executor  be  suspected  he  may  be 
displaced. 

Appeals  from  Mr.  Masters'  decisions  un  the  suits  of  Turab  Ali 
Khan,  were  preferred  to  the  Sudder  Dewani  Adawlat  by  both  the 
losing  parties  ;  so  also  Wasik  Ali  Khan  obtained  leave,  to  prefer  a  special 
appeal  from  Mr.  Middleton's  decision.  Mr.  Ross,  who  granted  it,  advert- 
ed to  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers,  that  the  deed  of  endowment 
combined  a  testament.  The  three  appeals  were  first  heard  by  Mr.  C. 
R.  Barwell.  On  the  22nd  August  1833,  he  affirmed  Mr.  Middleton's 
decision  en  the  appeal  of  Wasik  Ali,  on  the  ground  that  it  clearly 
appeared,  that  that  individual  had  never  been  appointed  Curator.  It  was 
true,  as  urged  by  him,  that  in  the  sunnud  obtained  by  Akbar  Ali  Khan 
on  the  5th  September  1818,  in  one  part  he  and  Bakir  Ali  are  men- 
tioned '■  as  the  dismissed  Curators  "  ;  but  this  was  an  obvious  inadver- 
tence and  contrary  to  fact.  Mr.  Barwell,  however,  did  not  find  that 
participation  in  the  abuses,  which  should  render  Wasik  Ali  ineligible  ; 
and  as  his  father  wished  him  to  succeed,  he  had  some  claim  to  the 
appointment,  with  the  leave  of  the  Govern- 
latent cJS'ftdg^'c^X  ^"ent.  As  in  this  opinion  he  differed  from  the 
Sudder  Dewaiiy    Adawiut  eontir-     Lower     Courts.     and     the    case     was    important, 

ing     the     decision    of    the   Lower      ,,        ,,  ,,  i  ni  n     ax         ■  r,      n         ^ 

Court,  may,  previous  to  signing  his     Mr.  Barwell  Under   Clause  D,  Section   2,   Kegula- 

judgmentV'rovide  for  the  submis-       ^j^^^     9     ^f     jgg^      ^^^^     ^^^     ^^^^     ^^^     £q^.    -^^^  • 

sion  of  the  case  to  another  Judge.  _  t-- 

nion  of  another  Judge.  The  latter  part  of  his 
judgment  having  been  added  after  a  short  interval,  (during  which  Mr. 
Barwell  had  sat  in  the  special  Commission,)  but  before  the  judgment 
was  signed,  a  question  as  to  its  legality  was  raised.  This  by  the 
majority  of  the  Court  was  determined  in  the  affirmative  : — 

On  the  5th  September  1833,  ^Ir.  Barwell  heard  the  other  two 
appeals.  He  proposed  to  affirm  the  decision  of  Mr.  Masters  which  dismis. 
sed  Turab  Ali  Khan's  suit  for  the  Sobnal  Taluiia  and  to  reverse  that 
which  decreed  his  claim  to  the  Basandia  Taluka.  In  his  judgment  in 
this  latter  nase  Mr.  Barwell  recorded  his  opinion,  that  the  alleged  Pattah 
which  does  not  bear  the  signature  of  the  Haji  was  a  forgery.  (1),  This 
instrument    (dated    only     6     days     before     the    deed    of   endowment)    which 
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alienated  so  valuable  a  part  of  the  Kstate.  would,  if  genuine,  liave  been 
cited  in  this  deed.  (J),  Turah  Ali  was  at  the  time'  a  mere  child.  (3). 
The  contest  foi-  possession  which  ensued  on  the  Haji's  death  created  an 
inference  opposed  to  the  pretended  prior  execution  of  six  years.  (4), 
Turab  Ali  from  1814  to  1817,  when  so  required,  failed  to  exhibit  his 
grant.  (5j,  The  general  evidence  and  circumstances  of  both  cases  creat- 
ed a  strong  presumption,  as  to  the  collusion  of  the  Curators  Hajab 
Ali  and  Hakir  Ali  (the  brother  of  plaintiti'j,  and  that  opposition  had 
been  withdrawn  by  a  fraudulent  compromise  whereby  one  quarter  of  this 
lucrative  Taluka  was  made  over  to  Rajab  Ali  in  the  name  of  the  wife 
of  Wasik  Ali,  his  son.  and  one  quarter  transferred  to  the  uncle  of 
Bakir  Ali  ;  in  addition  to  this  2,000  rupees  out  of  the  profits  of  Sobnal 
were  promised.  (6),  The  seals  of  the  Haji  were  not,  surrendered  till 
the  4th  July  1817  and  the  Curators  having  had  uncontrolled  manage 
ment,  might  have  prepared  any  papers  to  suit  their  corrupt  purpose?. 
As  the  cases  were  cognate  ]\Ir.  Harwell  sent  on  both  for  the  opinion 
of   another   Judge. 

The  appeal  of  Wasik  Ali  came  on  hrst  for  argument  before 
Mr.  T.  C.  Robertson  in  June  1834.  On  the  part  of  appellant  it  was 
contended  that,  by  Regulation  19  of  1810,  the  Board  had  power  only 
to  appoint  Curators,  but  none  to  dismiss  was  given,  and  that  by 
the  Muhammadan  law  this  latter  faculty  belonged  to  the  Kazi,  meaning 
the  judicial  authority.  On  the  other  side  it  was  insisted,  that  the 
general  *     *     *    control  and  superintendence  of   endowments  being  vested 

in    the    Board,    the    power    to     remove     was    a 

Under  seciioii  15   of  KegulatiuD  at        t->    i  r         •    • 

19  of  1810,  a  Curator  removed  by     matter  of  course  ;  Mv.   Robertson  was  of  opinion 

the    Board    of    Revenue,     on    the       iUj.  l''  'iUIJl  t         ^  i     i. 

ground  of  miscomiuct  n>ay  bring  ^hat  as  a  preliminary  It  should  be  referred  to 
an  action  to  try  tne  sufficiency   of     jh^.    Court    collectively    whether,    with    reference 

of  those  grounds.  .  <•      i       '     n  i       •  ■  p 

to  section  15  or  that  Regulation,  an  action  for 
restoration,  bj-  a  Curator  removed  by  the  Board,  could  be  entertained  ; 
his  own  opinion  being  that,  as  well  under  Regulation  19  of  1810,  as 
the  general  regulations,  such  suit  is  tenable.  This  opinion  the  Court 
at  large  adopted,  and  it  received  the  concurrence  of  the  Allahabad  Court 
of  Sudder  Dewany,  to  which  the  point  was  referred.  But  Mr.  Rattray 
and  Mr.  Shakespeare  of  the  Calcutta  Court  held,  that  in  case  of  a 
removal,  directed  or  contirmed  by  the  Government,  the  party  removed  had 
no  remedy.  Mr.  Rattray  remarked,  that  no  jurisdiction  had  been  ex- 
pressly given  in  such  cases  and  Mr.  Shakespeare  considered,  that  the 
precedent  of  Mohammad  Sadik  versus  the  sons  of  Mohabut  Ali  (quoted 
in  Mr.  D.  Smyth's  judgment)  was  dicisive  as  to  the  pr.ramount  power 
of  Government. 

On  the  25th  August  1834,  the  three  appeals  came  on  for  trial 
before  Mr.  Robertson.  He  concurred  with  ^Ir.  Barwell.  in  his  judg- 
ment, on  the  cases  of  Turab  Ali.  That  individual  now  offered  in 
evidence,  a  copy  of  a  paper  purporting  .  to  be  a  Rubukari  of  the 
Collector  of  Jessore,  dated  the  4th  August  1816,  in  which  he  recognizes 
the  Pattah  of  the  Haji  to  Turab  Ali  Khan  dated  3rd  Bysakh  1213, 
for  Basandia  and  other  Mahals,  and  the  subdivisions  made  Ijy  Turab 
Ali,  and  directs  the  Collector's  officers  in  charge  of  the  PIstato  to  give 
possession       of     the      Mahals     at      the     reserved      rent.        Mr.      Robertson 
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coiisidorcd  rliis  i);ip(M-  as  false.  It  did  not  specify  before  whom,  the 
Hni>ukari  was  held,  and  was  not  reconcilable  with  the  refusal  of  Turab 
Ali  to  produce  his  titles  on  the  requisition  of  Mr.  Boddam  in  October 
1816,  as  the  three  appeals  were  cognate.  Mr.  Robertson  who  differed 
from  Mr.  Uarwell,  in  regard  to  W'asik  Ali's  case,  directed  that  those 
of    Turab   Ali    should    be    submitted    also   to    another    Judge. 

In  the  case  of  Wasik  Ali,  Mr.  Robertson  concurred  with  tli'e  law 
officers  of  the  Sudder  Dewany  that  the  deed  executed  by  the  Haji 
on  the  9th  Baisakh  1213  combined  a  testament.  On  the  part 
of  Government,  it  had  not  been  denied  that,  Rajab  Ali  (as  alleged) 
had  appointed  his  son,  the  appellant,  and  the  fact  of  Wasik  Ali's 
possession  of  the  office  appeared  from  a  Rubukari  of  the  Sudder 
Dewani  Adawlut  dated  19th  June  1817  passed  on  a  petition  of  Akbur 
Ali  Khan.  The  continued  recoi'd  of  Rajab  Ali's  name  on  the  books 
of  the  Collector  was  not  opposed  to  the  appointment  of  his  son  and 
that  person's  possession.  The  Board,  under  Regulation  19  of  1810, 
might  dismiss  a  (Jurator  proved  to  be  guilty  of  abuse,  but  there  was 
no  proof  to  the  guilt  of  the  substitute  of  Ra3ab  Ali.  The  charge 
against  that  individual  was  supported  only  by  the  report  of  Akbar  Ali 
Khan,  the  Visitor.  The  UoUector's  letter  of  the  28th  March  1817  was 
that  which  contained  the  evidence  against  the  former  (Jurators,  and 
on  which  their  dismissal  rested,  but  this  showed  that  by  the  report 
of  Akbar  Ali  Khan,  nothing  was  substantiated  against  them  or  appel- 
lant. Akbar  Ali,  whose  report  had  been  thought  sufficient  could 
not  be  regarded  as  disinterested.  His  office  of  Visitor  had,  indeed, 
ceased  on  presenting  his  report,  and  the  estates  of  the  endowment 
had  been  restored  to  the  former  Curators ;  he  probably,  however, 
entertained  hopes  of  the  succession,  should  he  succeed  in  showing 
their  misfeazance,  and  such  in  the  end  was  the  result.  It  was  unjust, 
therefore,  to  dismiss  the  former  Curators  on  his  report.  Mr.  Robertson 
considered,  therefoi'e,  that  appellant  was  entitled  to  recover  his  office. 
But  Bakir  Ali,  the  other  removed  co-Curator  was  mad,  and  the  office 
vacant.  The  charge,  thei'efore,  of  the  trust  must  rest  with  Govern- 
ment, but  were  it  jointly  administered,  confusion  might  arise  ;  on  this 
account  and  with  reference  to  the  blended  character  of  deed  executed 
by  the  Haji,  which  combined  an  endowment  and  testament,  Mr.  Robert- 
son proposed  that  the  active  administi-ation  of  the  Trust  should  remain 
with  the  nominee  of  Government,  and  that  Wasik  Ali  should  draw  the 
'th  of  the  net  income  to  which  he  was  entitled.  The  decision  of 
the  Lower  Courts  being  reversed  Mr.  Robertson  further  proposed  that 
appellant  should  i-ecover  arrears  of  that  share  from  loth  September, 
1818  (when  Akbar  Ali  Khan  was  appointed  sole  Curator)  with  interest 
and  costs,  and  reversed  a  discretion  to  concur  in  the  restoration  of 
appellant  to  the  active  charge  of  the  office,  should  the  next  Judge  by 
whom  the  case  might  be  heard,  deem  a  decretal  provision  in  that  regard 
as    proper. 

The  three  cases  next  came  on  for  trial  on  the  29th  November 
1834,  before  Mr.  C.  W.  Smith,  who  concurred  with  Messrs.  •  Barwell 
and  Robertson,  in  the  decisions  proposed  by  them  as  to  the  two 
cases    of  Turab    Ali    Khan,    and     in     that     proposed     by     Mr.     Barwell     in 
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regard  to  the  appi'al  of  Wasik  Ali.  Final  decrees  were  passed  accorO- 
ingly.  In  his  judgment  in  tlic  case  of  Wasik  Ali,  Mr.  Smith  remarked 
that  it  was  clear  that,  the  i)erson  had  never  lieen  legally  appointed 
and  that  the  alleged  deed  of  nomination  in  1220  from  his  father,  even 
if  genuine,  had  never  received  effect,  for  Rajab  Ali  subsequently  conti- 
nued to  act  as  Curator  till  his  death  for  nearly  three  j'ears.  Wasik 
Ali  in  this  stage  of  the  ease  had  produced  two  papers  purporting  to 
be  original,  and  copy  of  purwanahs  written  to  him  by  the  Collector  of 
Jessore  (Mr.  Stear)  in  August  and  September  1815  (1222).  These 
alluded  to  his  pretensions  to  succeed  to  the  charge,  but  in  consequence 
of  his  supposed  disqualification  by  non-age,  required  his  personal 
attendance.  These  papers,  therefore,  rather  tended  to  show  that  Wasik 
Ali  had  never  been  duly  appointed.  Mr.  Smith  was  of  opinion  that 
the  misconduct  and  unfitness  of  the  former  Curators,  had  been  fully 
made  out  by  the  enquiry  of  Mr.  Tucker,  and  were  shewn  by  the 
accounts  of  the  concern  ;  Mr.  Smith  too  concurred  with  the  Board  in 
attributing  to  Wasik  Ali,  a  disqualifying  participation  in  the  abuses. 
He  further  remarked  that,  if  even  conceded  that  the  original  enquiry 
alone  be  insufficient  to  justify  the  procedure  of  the  Board,  still  the 
result  of  the  Basandia  case  was  conclusive  as  to  the  unfitness  of  the 
removed  Curators  and  other  parties  implicated  in  the  fraudulent 
appropriation  of  that  lucrative  Taluka,  assignment  of  one  quarter  of 
which  had  been  taken  in  the  fictitious  name  of  the  wife  of  Wasik 
Ali    Khan,   the    appellant. 

Ordered    that    the    following   letter    be    addressed    to   the  Secretary  to 
Government,    Revenue    Department,    Bengal. 


No.  5. 
To  Secretary    to   Government,    Revenue    Department,    Bengal. 

SlK, 

With  reference  to  ^Ir.  Secretary  Macsween's  letter  of  the  15th 
March  1833  (^Xo.  313)  and  to  the  orders  conveyed  by  Mr.  Deputy 
Secretary  Colvin's  letter  of  the  3rd  March  last  (No.  293),  the  Sudder 
Board  of  Revenue  have  the  satisfaction  to  submit  for  the  information 
of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  of  Bengal  the  accompanying 
letter  from  Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Sutherland  under  date  the  1st  instant  to- 
gether with  a  printed  report  of  the  case  "  Wasik  Ali  Khan,  appellant 
versus  Government,  Respondent,"  drawn  up  by  that  gentleman,  from 
which  his  Lordship  will  perceive  that  the  final  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Sudder   Dewany   Adawlut    has    been    in    favour    of    Government. 

2.  The  admission  of  this  case  l)y  the  Courts  of  Justice,  and  the 
construction  put  upon  Regulation  XIX  of  1810  by  the  Courts  of  Sudder 
Dewany  Adawlut,  dictate  the  necessity  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board 
of  amending  that  enactment  in  such  a  manner  as  to  place  beyond  all 
doubts  the  absolute  power  claimed  by  Government  in  Mr.  Secretary 
Macsween's  letter  of  the  15th  March  1833  to  dismiss  Curators  (how- 
ever  the    instrument    appointing  them   may     be     denominated)     for     breach 
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of  trust.  For  this  purpose  to  avoiil,  in  ruturo.  ambiguity,  it  will  bo 
necessary  to  declare  the  i-ight  ol"  Government  to  exercise  its  discretion 
without  reference  to  the  Civil  Courts  whenever  in  its  judgment 
circumstances  are  sucli  as  to  require  the  removal  ol"  misfeasing  admi- 
nistrations ol'  Trust  i)roperty,  any  dictum  of  Mahoraedan  or  Hindoo  Law 
notwithstanding. 

Lastly,  the  Ijoard  respectfully  submit  in  their  capacity  of  Superin- 
tendents of  Legal  Affairs  and  with  I'eference  to  the  circumstance 
alluded  *o  in  paragraph  8  of  Mr.  Acting  Secretary  Grant's  address  of 
the  28th  of  January  1834  (No.  24),  that  in  all  cases,  at  least,  to 
which  Government  is  a  party,  (in  the  conduct  of  which  alone  the 
Board  have  an  immediate  interest).  Judges  in  general  should  be 
required  to  commit  their  judgments  to  writing  on  the  English  and 
See  Mr.  Sutherland's  printed  I'^^i'sian  languages  and  duly  attested  by  their 
^epo"'*-  signatures     on     the     day    on     which     they    are 

delivered— -not  merely  to  present  any  subsequent  departure  from  the 
same,  (as  has  been  done,  and  sanctioned  by  a  majority  of  the  Court, 
in  the  present  case),  but  more  specially  to  obviate  the  liability  to 
mistake  and  the  many  other  very  serious  inconveniences  iwhicli  delay 
in    declaring   and    drawing   up    Decrees    must    always  generate. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Sd.:  R.  U.  MANGLES, 

Secretary, 

SUDDEK   BOAKD  OF  REVENUE. 

The  13th  January  1835. 
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No.  f). 

To   the    Siuldor    Hoard    of    Hevciuu', 

Fort    William. 

(Jkntlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Secre- 
tary's letter  of  the  '2:\\-d  ultimo  and  in  compliance  with  the  request 
contained  in  it,  to  submit  a  copy  of  the  decree  passed  by  the  Provin- 
cial Court  of  Appeal  and  to  state  that  I  am  unable  to  trace  from 
the  i-ecords  transferred  to  my  otKce  from  that  of  the  late  Commis- 
sioner of  the  lUirdwan  Division  why  no  intimation  of  the  decree  was 
communicated    to   your    l^oard. 

2nd. — Tiie  delay  in  the  transmission  of  my  report  under  date  30th 
September  last,  No.  2031  to  your  Boai-d  was  explained  in  my  letter 
of  the  24th  November  following  No.  2391),  and  I  beg  to  add  that 
subsequent  to  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Martin's  letter  of  the  15th  July  last 
Persian  proceedings  were  sent  to  the  Judges  of  Hooghly  and  24-Parganas, 
copies  of  which  were  transmitted  with  my  letters  above  cited  together 
with  the  reply  of  the  Officiating  Judge  of  Hooghly  from  which  your 
Board  will  perceive  that  the  land  at  Kiddirpore  is  stated  not  to  be 
included  in  the  Trust  Estate  property  endowed  by  the  late  Haji 
Mohamed  Mohsin  again'^t  whom  or  his  heirs  the  decree  has  been 
awarded  and  accordingly  the  requisite  instructions  were  issued  to  the 
Collector  of  the  24-Parganas  on  the  18th  August  last  to  advertise  the 
property    for    sale. 

3rd. — On  the  receipt  of  the  Collector's  letter  dated  the  10th 
September  last  with,  the  usual  Lotbundy  for  the  sale  of  '  the  property 
the  subject  was  again  taken  into  consideration  on  reviewing  the 
accounts  of  the  endowment  submitted  by  the  Collector  of  Hooghly 
from  which  it  appeared  that  although  the  property  at  Kiddirpore  is 
distinct  from  the  Trust  Estate,  the  proceeds  ai-e  nevertheless  appro- 
priated towards  the  expenses  of  the  Endowment.  I  was  under  these 
circumstances  induced  to  submit  the  whole  of  the  correspondence  and 
papers  connected  with  it  for  the  consideration  and  orders  of  your 
Board  directing  the  Collector  of  the  24-Parganas  at  the  same  to  suspend 
all  proceedings  for  the  sale  of  the  property  till  the  receipt  of  your 
Board's    decision    on    the    subject. 

4th. — The  Collector  of  Hooghly  has  under  this  day's  date  l^een 
requested  to  carry  the  orders  contained  in  the  4th  paragraph  of  your 
Secretary's  letter  into  effect  and  to  submit  whatever  explanation  the 
Mootwalli  may  oflfer  for  misappropriating  a  portion  of  the  funds  of 
the  institution  which  will  be  forwarded  to  your  Board  as  soon  as 
received. 

I    have    the    honour    to    be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your   most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  E.    R.    BARWELL, 

Commissioner. 
Alipore, 

Commissioner's  Office,  the  18th  Division, 
The  14th  January  1835. 
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No.   50. 


The    Sudder    Board    of    Revenue. 

Fort  William. 

Genti.kmkn, 

In  continuation  of  my  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo  No.  9,  and 
with  refei-ence  to  your  Board's  orders  of  the  23rd  December  last, 
No.  639,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  in  original  the  accompanying 
letters  and  their  enclosures  from  tlie  Collector  of  Hooghly  under  dates 
the  14th  and  31st  ultimo  submitting  reports  from  the  JMutwallee  of  the 
endowment  at  Hooghly  relative  to  the  decree  awai'ded  against  the  propertj^ 
at  Kidderpore  appertaining  to  the  Trust  Estate  and  to  the  misappropria- 
tion   of   a    portion    of    the   funds    of   the    Institution. 

2nd. — On  the  tirst  point  your  l^oard  will  perceive  that,  the  Mutwallee 
proposes  praying  for  a  rehearing  of  the  case  because  Wasik  Allee  Khan 
grounds  his  claim  upon  a  Bond  written  in  Bengalee  character  with 
a  forged  signature  and  seal  of  the  late  Hajee.  which  document  would 
not  stand  a  strict  investigation,  when  a  Pattah  of  Talook  Busuntuah 
with  the  impression  of  a  similar  seal  and  signature  filed  in  case  No.  3332 
by  Toral)  AUee  Khan  has  lieen  jiroved  to  be  forged  before  3  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Sudder  Uawinny  Adawlut  but  that  should  the  second 
appeal  fail,  he  hopes  that  the  sums  awarded  in  his  favour  in  two  other 
cases   will  cover  that  now  decreed    against    him. 

3rd. — The  suit  in  qu(^srion  having  been  once  disposed  of  liy  the 
Superior  Court  I  do  not  see  how  the  Mutwallee  proposes  to  obtain  a 
rehearing  of  it,  and  on  this  point  I  have  to  solicit  your  Board's  orders 
as  also  in  regard  to  the  expenses  of  tlie  difterent  shares  of  the  endow- 
ment adverted  to  in  the  7th  paragrajih  of  my  letter  of  the  30th  Septem- 
ber  last    No.    2031. 

4th. — As  regards  the  misappropriation  of  a  portion  of  the  Funds  of 
the  Institution  the  Mutwallee  furnishes  the  following  explanation,  viz..  that 
the  money  has  not  been  misappropriated,  tliat  it  has  been  taken  as  a 
loan  for  defraying  the  ex-jcnses  of  the  other  shares,  that  he  intimated 
the  same  to  the  Local  A^ent  on  the  21th  October  1831.  that  the  accounts 
of  the  appropriation  of  the  money  with  receipts  and  vouchers  are  deposited 
in  the  Collector's  office,  that  when  there  is  a  surplus  ihe  money  can 
be  replaceil,  that  it  has  always  been  the  practice  to  ajipropriate  the 
proceeds  of  one  for  the  expenses  of  the  other  shares  which  will  be 
apparent  on  a  reference  to  the  accounts-  from  1222  to  1240  P).S.  deposited 
in  the  Collector's  and  the  late  Board's  cffices,  and  finally  that  he  did  not 
clearly  comprehend  the  orders  prohibiting-  the  disbursement  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  ith  share  attached  for  the  late  Mutwallee  at  Syedi)ore. 
but  that  since  the  1st  of  September  last  under  the  orders  of  the  Local 
Agent  the   money    has    been    allowed    to     accumulate    and   now   amounts   to 
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the    sum    of     Rs.     2,229,     and     tlmt      without,     the     sanction     of     superior 
authority    no   part    of   it    will    in    future    be    iiisl)ursed. 

51  h. — In  reply  it  only  remains  for  me  to  observe  that  Mutwallee 
had  no  authority  to  disburse  the  sums  in  question  ;  that  by  the  terms 
of  the  Towleutnamah  he  must  have  been  fully  aware  that  the  ,',th 
share  was  set  apart  for  a  specific  purpose,  and  that  under  the  6th 
Section  of  the  Rules  prescribed  by  your  board's  oiders  of  the  31st 
March  1829  for  his  own  and  the  guidance  of  the  local  authorities,  its 
disbursement  was  clearly  prohibited  and  directed  to  be  .reserved  for 
the  purpose  of  being  hereafter  applied  in  liquidation  of  loans  or 
outstanding  debts  which  he  could  not  and  ought  not  to  incur  under 
the  1st  Section  of  the  Rules  above  cited,  wherein  he  is  required  to 
restrict  the  disbursements  to  the  amount  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
endowed  lands,  and  the  shares  applicable  to  the  purposes  specified  in 
the    Towleutnamah. 

6tli. — Under  these  circumstances  I  am  of  opinion  than  the 
Mutwallee  has  rendered  himself  liable,  and  it  remains  with  your  Board 
to  determine  whether  the  Nawab  shall  be  held  personally  responsible 
or  that  he  should  be  required  so  to  restrict  the  expenses  of  the 
other  shares  as  within  a  given  periol  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of 
the  ith  share  which  he  has  appropriated  to  the  expenses  of  those 
shares. 

Alipore,  I    have    the    honour    to    be. 

Commissioner's  office,  18th  Division,  Gentlemen, 

The  2nd  February  1835.  Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  K.  R.  BARWELL, 

Commissioner. 


Abstract. 


Forwarding  in  original  letters  and  their  enclosures  from 
Collector  of  Hooghly  relative  to  the  decree  awarded  against  the 
property  at  Kidderpore  appertaining  to  the  Syedpore  Trust  Estate  and 
to  the  misappropi'iation  of  a  portion  of  the  funds  of  the  institution 
by  the  Mutwallee  reporting  on  the  circumstances  of  the  case  and 
soliciting  Board's  orders  as  to  whether  the  Mutwallee  shall  be  held 
personally  responsible  or  whether  the  amount  shall  be  recovered  from 
the    proceeds    of   the    other    shares    of   the    institution. 


(Sd.)  E.  R.  BARWELL, 

Commissioner. 
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No.  177. 

To  K.  H.  B.\RWEi.i.,  Esq., 

Cominissionor    of   Revenue,    AUipore. 


SiK, 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  2032,  dated  30th 
September  last,  I  Ijeg  to  state  that  agreeably  to  your  instructions 
therein  contained  the  Mutvvallee  was  called  upon  to  explain,  how  he 
proposed  to  liquidate  the  debt  of  Oasakally  Khan.  I  now  forward  his 
answer. 

2ud. — He  avowg  himself  anxious  to  provide  funds  from  other  sources, 
rather  than  sell  Kizirpore  that  by  depositing  the  amount  of  decree 
Rs.  7,8.50-9-1  in  1230  B.  S.,  he  appealed  to  the  Sudder  to  set  aside 
the  decree,  and  though  the  appeal  has  been  dismissed  for  the  present, 
yet  he  is  in  hopes  to  obtain  a  rehearing  of  the  case,  because  Oasakally 
Khan  grounds  his  claim  upon  a  bond  written  in  Bengally  character 
with  a  forged  signature  and  seal  of  the  late  Hazee.  This  forged 
document  could  not  and  would  not  stand  a  strict  investigation,  when 
a  Pattah  of  Taluk  Busenteeah,  with  the  impression  of  a  similar  seal 
and  signature  filed  in  case  No.  3332  by  Torabally  Khan  has  been 
proved  to  be  forged  before  3  of  the  Judges  of  the  Sudder.  If, 
however,  the  second  appeal  fails,  he  fully  relies  that  the  amount  of 
Oaseelut  due  from  Toral)  Ally  on  account  of  Bussenteeah  Taluk  will 
fully    cover    the  debt. 

3rd. — In  reference  to  your  concluding  paragraph,  I  have  to  state 
that  the  periodical  accounts  and  vouchers  filed  in  this  office  by  the 
Mutwally  are  never  called  in  question  unless  any  objection  is  brought 
forward  by  any  payee,  and  this  would  appear  to  be  in  unision  with 
the  Sudder  Board's  resolutions  dated  the  23rd  March  1829,  an  extract 
of  which  is  herewith  transmitted  directing  that  the  Mutwallee  be 
required  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Agent  to  any  contingent 
disbursement  exceeding  1,000  rupees  ;  now  it  very  seldom  occurs  that 
any    '.lontingent    expense    exceeds    that    sum. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Sd.)  W.  H.  BELLI, 

Collector. 


HooGHLY  Collectok's  Office, 
Uth  January  1835. 
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Extract   of  a   resolution   of  the  Suilder   Board  of    He  venue    under    date    the 
31st    March   1829. 

Paragraph    ord. 

Rule    3rd. 

That  the  Mutwallee  be  required  to  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Agent  to  any  contingent  disbursement  exceeding  1,000  rupees  and  that  in 
cases  of  any  requisite  repairs  of  buildings  or  such  like,  an  estimat(>  be 
furnished    of   the    probable    expense. 


To   E.    R.    Barvvell,   Esq., 

Revenue    Commissioner,    Alipore. 

SiK, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  15  of  the  14th  instant,  and  in  reply  beg  to  forward  copy  of  the 
explanation,  furnished  by  the  Mutwallee.  He  disclaims  having  expended 
the  ^tli  share  under  discussion  for  his  own  private  use,  and  declares 
it  has  been  applied  to  meet  the  charges  of  -jlths  and  |ths  funds  i.e., 
Madrassa  Hospital  and  repairs  of  the  Imambarah  buildings.  That  the 
reason  why  this  amount  was  borrowed  was  the  want  of  cash  at  the 
time  ;  that  when  remittances  from  Jessore  are  complete,  the  debts  of  the 
respective  shares  would  be  liquidated  ;  that  this  practice  is  all  detailed 
in  the  Jumma  Khurch  Accounts,  furnished  periodically,  which,  if 
examined,  will  remove  any  doubt  created  ;  that  he  was  not  awai-e 
hitherto  of  the  extent  of  the  restriction  imposed  on  him  against  the 
employment  of  this  fund,  until  the  Ist  September  last  since  which 
time  he  has  strictly  conformed  to  the  orders  of  the  31st  March  1829, 
and    the    result    is    a    balance    of    2,229    rupees. 

2nd. — The  abstract  particulars  of  the  appropriation  of  the  sums 
under  consideration,  were  given  in  my  report,  forwarded  to  you  on  the 
1st    September   last — an    extract    from    which   also  I    l)eg    to    forward. 

The    above    is    the    substance    of   his    reply. 

I   am, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Sd.)     W.   H.   BELLI, 


Local  Agent. 


HooGHLY  Local  Agent's  Office, 
31st    January    1835. 
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Extract    ol'    a    letter    addressed    by  Mr.    W.   U.    Bellie,   Local   Agent,   to  the 
Commiasioner    of    Ali])ore.    dated    Ist    September    1884. 

'I'lie  total  amount,    il    would    appear,    should    be    Ks.  24,731-0-0-1    cura 
of    which    Rs.    23.217-13-9-3    is    charged    for    the    items    below. 

Hs.     A.    G.    c. 
Istly. — Advanced    to     ijths     share     on    the 

maintenance  of  the  fund  itself    ...         5,671     0  16     2 

2ndly. — Advanced    to    ^ths    share     on     the 

establishment  of  the  Institution..,         1,247     2     9      1 


17.918     3     5     3 


3rdly. — Embezzlement    by     the    late    cash- 
keeper    of   the    Imambarah  ...        5,299   10     4     0 


23,217  13     9     3 
Balance   due   to   the    stock       ...  ...        1,513     2  10     2 


Sicca   Rupees  ...      24,731     0     0     1 


(Sd.)     W.    H.    BELLIE, 

Local  Agent. 
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SUDDER    KOARD    OF    REVENUE, 

20r,h  April,  1835. 
No.  113. 
To  W.  H.  Belli.  Esq.. 

Local    Agent    and    Collector    of    Hooghly. 

Sir, 

With    reference   to  your  letters    of    the     14tli     and     31st     January 

=  Referred    to     in     Mr.      Commissioner     Baruell's      ^^^^      ^^d       Ist     September      1834.    to 

letur  No.  50   of  ti,e  2nd    Fei.ruarj-  1835  to  the     the    address    of    the     Commissioner 

Sudder  Board.  p       *  i  •            *           i 

of     Aiipore,      and  previous     eorres- 

t  III  the  case  of  Alee  Akbar  Ehan.   Matwallee   of                i                    i    i"  i        j.i.          i              j. 

Imambarah,     Appellant     lersus  Wasick    .AUe    Khan       POnOence     relative  tO     the      decree  J 

Respondent.  passed    against    the    landed    proper- 

ty at  Kiddirpore.  in  the  24-Parganas  appertaining  to  the  Imambarah 
at  Hooghly.  and  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case  as  connected  with 
the  conduct  of  the  Mutwallee  in  the  appropriation  of  the  funds 
intended  to  be  held  in  deposit,  I  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  Board 
of  Revenue,  with  a  view  to  save  time,  to  make  this  communication 
direct  to  you  in  order  to  obtain  immediate  information  regarding  the 
following   points. 

2nd. — As  the  Mutwallee,  in  his  defence,  asserts  that  in  an  Urzpe 
under  date  the  24th  October  1831.  he  informed  the  Local  Agents 
of  his  intention  to  appropriate  the  cash  in  deposit  for  the  ^th  share 
to  the  contingencies  of  the  ith  and  |th  shares — an  assertion  which 
you  have  left  unnoticed  in  your  letter  of  the  Slst  January  last,  where- 
in you  quote  the  explanation  submitted  by  that  person.  You  are 
requested  to  state  whether  any  such  Urzee  was  received  from  Allee 
Akbar  Khan,  and  if  received,  you  will  report  what  orders  were 
passed  thereon  by  the  Local  Agents,  and  communicated  to  the 
^lutwallee  touching  his  intention  (if  appropriating  the  money.  Voii  will 
be  pleased  to  submit  the  Urzee,  should  it  have  been  received  to- 
gether with  all  other  papers  connected  with  it  for  the  consideration 
of   the   Board. 

3rd. — The    next    of   the    points    referred    to    is    the    allegation     of    the 

lis.      A.  u.   c.     Mutwallee      that      the     amount      so 

Advanced  to  the  ftii  share     ...     8.671    0  16    2     ajipropriated    was   l)orrowed   by   him 

Advanced  to  tlie  #tl»  siiare       ...     12,217     2     9     2        ,  i  ,     ,  ,i  "      ,  i 

to     be     expended     on      the      other 

Total  ...  20.9irt  3  6  0  shares  in  the  proportions  noted 
in  the  margin.  Upon  this  point  the  Mutwallee  should  be  called  upon 
to   state    specificall}'    as    follows  : — 

(1).  Upon  what  dates  and  in  what  sums  the  amounts  specified 
above  were  borrowed  ;  the  information  to  be  submitted  separately  as 
regards    the    shares    of    i^ths    and    gths   respectively. 
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(2).     Why    he    look    these    sums    which    he    was    strictly   enjoined  *   to 

"  Vi4e   the   reiterated   .u-der   on  tiie  suhsequeiit     keep    in    deposit,    in    preference    to 

applicjuio,,  of  the  Mutwallee  a«  parOTh  4  ^  applying    to   the    Local    Agents    for 

y card  8  letter  of  the  .ird  November  1829,  to  the  Loin-         i  f  J      &  & 

niissioner  of  Alipore.  a     loan    as    he    was    empowered    to 

do   under    rule    2. 

(3).  Why  he  did  not  balance  accounts  at  the  end  of  the  year  in 
which  he  used  the  money,  and  return  the  sum  he  had  borrowed  to 
the  Uhs  share  fund,  in  accordance  with  Rule  5,  by  which  he  was 
directed  to  restrict  the  proportionate  disbursements  of  the  several 
shares    to   the    net    proceeds    of   the    endowed    lands. 

(4).  What  he  intends  to  say,  liy  proposing  to  replace  the  sum 
borrowed,  when  there  is  a  surplus,  while  aware  that  there  would  be  no 
surplus  unless  he  reduced  the  disbursements  on  the  ifth  and  yth  shares 
in  any  one  or  more  years  in  order  to  save  the  requisite  sum  for  the 
i-efund. 

(5^;  Whether     he     brought     the     alleged     embezzlemeutf    liy    the    late 
cash-keeper    to    the    notice    of  the  Local    Agents 

tKs.  5.299-10-4.  ,    ,r       ■  ■  ,  •  , 

and  iMagistrate  m  order  to  convict  that  person 
of  the  malversation,  and  punish  him  accordingly  ;  and  whether  he  took 
measures  to  recover  the  loss,  or  if  not.  what  measures  were  adopted 
by    him. 

{())  How  and  in  wliat  proportions  he  now  proposes  to  replace  the 
sum  of  Rs.  17,918,  which  he  says  that  he  aj/plied  towards  the 
;-,ths    and    f.ths    shares. 

4th. — As  regards  the  circumstance  alluded  to  in  the  2nd  para- 
graph, you  wall  submit  a  full  explanation.  In  reference  to  the 
queries  contained  in  paragraph  3  you  will  call  upon  the  Mutwallee  to 
reply  categorically  to  each  of  them  embodying  the  questions  and 
answers  arranged  in  a  distinct  manner  opposite  to  each  other  in  an 
English  re]3ort  from  yourself,  accompanied  by  such  remarks  and 
observations  as  may  be  requisite  on  your  part.  You  will  also  cause 
the  Mutwally  to  furnish  further  explanation  of  the  replies  given  on 
any   point,    should    appear    to   you    incomplete    or    evasive. 

5th. — Ads'erting  to  the  importance  of  the  case  and  to  the  delay 
that  has  already  occurred,  the  Board  request  thai  your  final  return 
to  these  orders  be  transmitted  to  this  office  not  later  than  the  1st 
proximo. 

I    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)    ll.LEGlBLK. 
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To 

The    Secretary  to   the    Sudder    Board    of   Revenue, 

Fort  William. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  113  of  the  20th  instant  requiring  explanation  on  certain  points  of 
expenditure   by   the   Mutwallee   of   the    Hooghly    Imambarah. 

2.  To  your  second  paragraph  I  have  to  reply  that  it  appears  to 
me  he  has  deceived  himself  in  supposing  I  did,  or  could  of  my  own 
authority,  pass  any  orders  authorizing  the  appropriation  of  the  ith  share 
intimated  to  be  held  in  deposit.  When  I  read  in  your  letter  these 
words  ''  he  informed  the  Local  Agents  of  his  intention,  etc.,"  I  thought 
I  must  have  expressly  sanctioned  the  step.  On  a  reference  to  the 
Urzee  of  the  24th  October  1831,  I  find  amidst  a  mass  of  other  words 
one  line,  which,  if  I  comprehend  it  accurately,  alludes  to  his  having 
employed  the  money,  but  certainly  not  waiting  for  orders  to  do  so.  or 
making  any  application  on  the  subject.  The  real  purport  of  the  Urzee 
was  to  obtain  a  loan  of  Rs.  20,000  under  rule  2  of  the  Board's  orders 
of  the  23rd  March  1829,  and  that  I  treated  the  Urzee  in  no  other 
light  will  be  apparent  from  the  order  I  passed.  The  original  Urzee 
and  the  papers  connected  with  it  are  herewith  transmitted.  I  now 
proceed  to  the  questions  put  to  the  Mutwallee  in  conformity  with  the 
instructions   under  acknowledgment. 

I    am, 

Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)    W.    H.   BELLI. 

Local   Agent. 

Hooghly   Local   Agent's   office, 
The   30th    April    1835. 
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Sadar  Board's  questiouB. 


Miitwallees  replies. 


Remarks  of  the  Local  Ajjent. 


Upon  wliat  datps  and  in  what 
sums,  the  amounts  specified 
above  viz.,  to  the  ;th  share 
Rs.  8,671-0-16-1  and  to  the 
Jth  share  Rs.  12,247-2-9-2 
were  borrowed  ?  Tlie  in- 
formation to  be  submitted 
separately  as  regards  tlie 
shares  of  Jth  and  Jth,  res- 
pectively. 


2ndly. 

Why  he  took  these  sums, 
which  he  was  strictly  en- 
joined to  keep  in  deposit,  in 
preference  to  applying  to 
the  Local  Agents  for  a  loan, 
as  he  was  empowered  to  do 
under  Rule  2  ? 


Reference  to  the  accounts  transmitted 
periodically  would  afford  the  in- 
formation desiderated  on  tliis  head 
but  in  obedience  to  the  present 
orders,  I  have  prepared  a  separate 
account,  which  is  hereunto  annexed. 
There  appears  to  have  beeu  a 
mistake  in  the  Hoard's  division 
of  the  expenditure  to  5th  share 
Rs.  5,671-0-16-2  and  not 
Rs.  8.671-0-16-1  as  inserted  in  the 
letter  under  reply. 


By  the  translation  sent  to  me  of  the 
letter  of  the  23rd  March  1829,  it 
did  not  appear  to  me  that  I  was 
forbidden  to  employ  the  5th  share  ; 
if  I  was,  I  should  not  have  pre- 
simied  to  have  acted  contrary  to 
orders.  I  have  served  faithfully 
the  Government  for  40  years 
without  even  diso'ueyiug  orders. 
Besides,  what  benefit  was  it  to  me 
to  appropriate  the  money  thus 
forbidden  to  the  use  of  Imambarah  ? 
If  it  ".-as  so  intended,  why  did  not 
the  Commissioner  check  it  on 
inspecting  the  monthly  accounts, 
and  indeed  it  was  strictly  discon- 
tinued on  the  receipt  of  his  orders 
of  the  1  4th  January  1835.  More^ 
over,  it  seemed  to  me  improper  to 
apply  for  a  loan  wiiile  I  had  money 
of  the  endowment  in  hand,  had  1 
done  that,  the  interest  of  the  loan 
would  have  been  lost. 


3rdly. 

Why  did  he  not    balance    ac-  \ 
counts    at   the   end    of  tlie ! 
year  in   which  he  used  the  ' 
money   and  return  the   .sum 
he  had  borrowed  to  the  Jth  i 
share    fund,    in    accordance  ; 
with  rule  5  by  which  he  was  ' 
directed  to  restrict  the  pro- 
portionate  disbursements  of  ! 
the    several    shares    to   the 
net  proceeds  of  the  endowed 
lands  ? 


4tlily. 

What  he  intends  to  say  by 
proposing  to  replace  the 
sum  wlien  there  is  a  surplus, 
while  aware  that  there  could 
be  no  surplus  unless  he 
reduced  the  disbursements 
on  the  |th  and  |th  shares 
in  any  one  or  more  years 
in  order  to  save  the  requisite 
sum  for  the  refund. 


I  have  never  received  especial  orders 
of  the  Board  on  this  subject,  if  1 
had,  I  would  have  not  acted  other- 
wise. In  large  institutions  there 
are  often  increase  and  decrease  of 
funds  :  accordingly  when  there  was 
a  deficiency  in  the  f,th  and  |th 
shares,  I  was  obliged  to  resort  to 
the  -Jth  share  fund  ;  particularly 
as  the  income  of  the  endowment 
has  fallen  short  considerably  by 
Turf  buBSundeah  being  awarded 
to  Torab  Alii  Khan  ;  pergunnah 
Sobnal  resumed  by  Government 
and  the  proceeds  of  Klialispur, 
Mahessurepasah  and  abad  Khalis- 
pur  much  reduced  by  mismanage- 
ment, there  was  therefore  no 
means  of  replacing  annually  the 
sums  borrowed  from  the  ^tli  share 
except  by  applying  for  loans  from 
Government,  which  I  did  not  do, 
considering  the  loss  of  interest. 


As  Rs.  8,612-11-6^  for  Jth  share 
and  Rs.  11,666-11-lOi  for  the 
|th  share  have  been  decreed  by  the 
Sudder  Deewany  Court  on  account 
of  Talook  BuBsendeaii,  and  which 
will  shortly  be  realized  by  the  sale 
of  securities  property  already 
attached,  it  would  be  bad  faith  in 
the  meantime  to  reduce  the  chari- 
ties of  the  ;th  sliare  fund. 


The   inaccuracy  alluded    to   here   by 

the  Mutwallee  appears  to  be  correct. 
In  my  address  of  the  1st  Septem- 
ber 1834  the  sum  appropriated  to 
the  ^th  share  was  stated  to  be 
Rs.  5,671-0-16-2.  In  the  state- 
ment annexed  the  dates  on  which 
and  in  what  proportions  the  Bums 
were  borrowed  are  given,  but  if  the 
Board  require  in  detail  the  very 
items  by  wliich  these  sums  were 
consumed,  it  will  require  more  time 
and  much  inspection  to  prepare 
such  a  statement.  I  have  told  the 
Slutwallee  to  be  ready  to  answer 
the  requisition,  should  it  be  made 
by  the  Board. 


Rules  2  and  6  of  the  letter  quoted 
put  a  restriction  against  employing, 
thougli  perhaps  not  quite  absolute, 
the  Jth  share,  and  rule  4  of  the 
orders  of  the  3rd  November  1829 
was  more  explicit  in  its  prohibition. 
This  order  the  Mutwallee  has 
overlooked.  I  do  not  tliink  it 
material  to  cavil  about  the  idiom 
of  the  translation  transmitted  by 
this  office,  but  such  as  it  was,  I  send 
a  transcript  for  the  Board's  in- 
formation. I  thinK  the  best  defence 
that  which  rests  its  innocence  upon 
the  fact  of  employing  no  disguise 
in  having  done  openly  what  it  is 
avowed  was  done  in  mere  mis- 
apprehension of  the  Beard's  in. 
structions. 


The  Board  mean  rule  the  Ist,  I 
apprehend  misquoted  5t"n  rule. 
These  orders  as  translated  by  this 
office  were  duly  communicated  to 
the  Mutwallee,  who  also  furnished 
himself  with  an  English  copy  of 
the  instructions.  I  will  not  be 
sure  1  quite  comprehend  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Board  in  this  question. 
The  Mutwallee  does  not  appear  to 
have  increased  his  expenditure  but 
perhaps  the  Board  mean  that  he 
should  have  reduced  it  within  the 
amount  of  the  net  receipts  at  his 
disposal  :  that.  I  suppose,  he  could 
do  by  diminishing  pensions,  etc. 
But  hie  explanation  does  not  go  to 
say  that  the  funds  are  not  sufficient 
to  maintain  the  establishment  in 
its  present  footing  but  rather  to 
show  that  the  receipts  are  not  so 
reasonable  as  to  prevent  the  neces- 
sity of  recourse  to  loans.  Tiie 
next  and  final  auery  eliciti.  this. 

I  have  no  observation  to  make  here. 
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Sadar  Board's  questioim. 


MutwiUIue'H  replii'8. 


Remarks  of  the  Local  Agent. 


5t!ily. 

Wliftlior  liu  lirou^'ht  tlie 
alleged  enibezzleineiit  liy 
tiie  late  cash -keeper  to  tiie 
notice  of  the  Local  Agents 
and  Magistrate  in  order  to 
convict  that  person  of  the 
malversation  and  pnnisli 
liini  accordingly,  and  wliet- 
her  he  took  nu-asmes  to 
recover  the  loss  or  if  not, 
what  measures  were  adopted 
by  him  '' 


etlily. 

How  and  in  what  proportions 
he  now  prrposes  to  replace 
the  sum  of  Rs.  17,912 
which  he  says  that  he 
applied  towards  tlie  gtli 
and  %\.\\  shares  'i 


On  the  iGth  Poohu  1238  (B.E.)  Issur 
Chmider,  cash-kee[)er  and  other  em- 
bezzlers absconded,  wlien  imme- 
diately 1  sent  notice  to  the  Police 
Thanah  and  on  the  19tli  following 
1  applied  to  the  Magistrate  as  well 
as  on  the  30tli  December  1831 
reported  tlie  circumstance  to  the 
Local  Agent  ;  again  on  the  4th 
January  1832,  by  app  ying  to  the 
Magistrate,  Raj  Kissen  Bukshee 
was  apprehended,  tried  and  con- 
victed and  confined  in  tlie  jail  by 
order  of  the  Sessions  Judge.  Fur- 
ther by  petitioning  the  Civil  Court, 
I  have  got  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  embezzlers  and  their 
securities,  attached  part  of  which 
has  already  realized  about  Rs.  1,000 
and  as  the  remaining  property  lies 
in  the  district  of  Jessore  it  is 
hoped,  the  balance  will  be  realized 
in  time. 


I  have  replied  in  the  above  how  this 
sum  will  be  replaced  by  the  amount 
of  decrees  on  account  of  Turuf 
Bussundeah,  etc  I  may  further 
add  that  there  is  Rs.  1,21,995-11 
due  from  putneedars  on  account  of 
prolits  of  Purgunah  Sj'edpore,  etc., 
in  the  Zillah  of  Jessore  of  which 
the  collections  of  1241  (B.E.)  and 
naosooly  balances  will  propably 
amount  to  65.000  rupees,  the  re- 
maining Rs.  70,915-9-7i  is  certain- 
ly capable  of  realization.  I  write 
this  without  having  received  the 
accounts  of  the  past  year,  which 
may  be  called  for  when  the  net 
balance  will  be  known  at  once,  and 
as  these  Mehals  are  under  the  orders 
of  Government  there  could  be  no 
difficulty  in  realizing  the  same  to 
pay  off  the  debts  of  the  fth  and 
4th  shares. 


I  have  no  remark  to  make  on  this 
statement  but  to  affirm  that  the 
measures  pointed  out  here  were 
pursued  by  the  Mutwallee. 


I  have  no  observation  to  make  beyond 
pointing  out  an  error  in  calculation. 
The  balance  capable  of  realisation 
would  appear  to  be  Rs.  56,995-4 
erroneously  stated  as  Rs.  70,915- 
9-7*. 


(Sd.)  W.  H.  BELLI, 

Local  Agent. 


HooGHLY  Local  Agent's  Office, 
The  30tli  April  1835. 
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SUUDKK     BoAKU     OK     RkVENUE, 

7th    May    1835. 
No.    129. 


To 

The   Local    Agent,  Hooghly. 


Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  Boai-d  of  Revenue  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  k'tter  of  the  I  30th  ultimo  with  its  enclosures,  and 
to  request  you  will  call  upon  the  Mutwalee  for  a  reply  to  the  following 
additional  query  which  appears  to  be  necessary  to  enable  the  Hoard  to 
judge  how  far  that  officer  may  be  charged  with  having  knowingly 
appropriatetl  the  assets  of  the  ',th  share  in  deposit  contrary  to  the 
express    prohibition    of    this    Board. 

Query  : — You  held  in  your  reply  to  the  second  query  put  to  you 
that  by  the  translation  sent  to  you  of  the  letter  of  the  23rd  March 
1829,  it  did  not  appear  to  you  that  you  were  forbidden  to  employ  the 
ath  share,  else  you  would  not  have  acted  contrary  to  orders.  You 
are,  therefore,  directed  to  state  whether  subsequent  to  the  receipt  of 
the  said  translation  of  the  letter  under  date  the  23rd  March  1829,  you 
did  not  yourself  make  over  application  touching  that  .',th  through  the 
Local  Agent,  and  whether  you  were  or  were  not  made  acquainted  with 
the  reply  of  the  i^udder  Board  of  the  3rd  Novejnber  1829  expressly 
prohibiting  your  exercise  of  any  discretionary  power  on  the  disposal  of 
the  ]|tli  share  in  deposit,  and  if  you  did  receive  a  translate  or 
intiuiation  of  the  said  orders  of  tke  3rd  November  1829,  you  will 
please  to  state  how  you  come  to  plead  ignorance  of  the  prohibition 
and  you  will  again  give  your  reasons  for  having  disobeyed  the 
"  reiterated  orders  of  the  Board."  You  will  make  your  remarks  as 
proposed    on    the    reply    of    tiie    Mutwalee. 

2nd.  1  am  further  instructed  to  observe  that  your  .explanation  in 
your  letter  of  the  ;Wth  ultimo  is  unsatisfaetory.  V^ou  inforin  the  Board 
that  you  do  not  construe  the  Mutwalee's  urzee  of  the  24th  October 
1831  as  waiting  for  orders,  but  as  alluding  to  his  having  employed 
the  '|th  assets,  in  such  case  it  was  your  bounden  dutj^  knowing  the 
prohibition  to  have  sent  a  written  order  to  the  Mutwalee  directing  him 
to  replace  the  sum  he  might  have  already  used  and  to  abstain  in 
future  from  any  such  disobedience  of  express  orders.  Any  further 
explanation  you  may  wish  to  offer,  you  will  be  pleased  to  inclinle  in 
your    Ameen'?    letter    which    you    will    send    as    soon    as    practicable. 

T    have    the   honour   to  be, 

SiK, 

Your   most    obedient    servant. 
(Sd.)    Illbsible. 
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To  J.  R.  CoLviN,  Esq., 

Secretary  to  the  Sudder  Board  of  lievenue,  Fort  William. 

SiK, 

I   have    the    honour    to   acknowledge    the    receipt    of    your   letter    of 
the    7th    instant,    No.    129,    and  now    sulnnic    the    reply  of   the  Mutwallee. 

"  I  am, 

Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Bellie. 

Local  Agent. 

Hooghly  Local  Agent's  Office, 

The  16th  May  1835. 


Sudder  Board's  query. 


Abstract  of  the  Mutwallee's  reply. 


Collector's  remarks. 


You  state  in  your  reply  to 
the  second  query  put  to  you 
that  by  the  translation  sent 
to  you  of  the  letter  of  the 
23rd  March  1829,  It  did 
not  appear  to  you  that  you 
were  forbidden  to  employ 
the  Jtli  share,  else  you 
would  not  have  acted 
contrary  to  orders  ;  you  are, 
therefore,  directed  to  state 
wiiether  subsequent  to  the 
receipt  ot  the  said  transla- 
tion of  the  letter  under  date 
the  23rd  March  1829,  you 
did  not  yourself  make  an 
application  touching  that 
Jth  through  the  Local 
Agent  ;  and  whether  you 
were,  or  were  not,  made 
acquainted  with  the  reply 
of  the  Sudder  Board  of  the 
3rd  November  1829,  ex- 
pressly prohibiting  your 
exercise  of  any  discretionary 
power  in  the  disposal  of 
the  Jth  share  in  deposit  ; 
■  and  if  you  did  receive  a 
a  translate  or  intimation  of 
tlie  said  orders  of  the  3rd 
November  1829,  you  wiil 
please  to  state  how  you 
come  to  plead  ignorance  of 
the  prohibition  and  you  will 
again  give  3  our  reasons  for 
having  disobeyed  the  reiter- 
ated orders  of  the  Board. 


After  the  receipt  of  the  translate  of 
the  23rd  March  182 U,  I  made  no 
application  to  the  Local  Agent  for 
liberty  to  employ  the  'th  share. 
By  the  translation  of  the  Board  s 
order  of  3rd  November  1829,  it 
does  not  appea)  that  it  is  prohi- 
bitory to  employ  the  funds  of  this 
share  or  that  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  the  same  in  deposit.  It  may 
rather  be  understood  that  J  shall 
have  no  control  over  that,  which 
I  wanted.  The  Perwaueh  of  the 
21st  November  consequent  upon 
the  Board's  orders  of  the  3rd 
previously  as  received  I  sent  for 
yoiu-  inspection.  The  remainder  is 
only  a  repetition  of  wliat  was  said 
in  explanation  on  the  formei 
occasion  and  therefore  need  not  be 
retranscribed. 


Under  the  view  taken  of  this  matter 
by  the  Board  I  can  only  plead  error 
of  judgment.  That  I  wilfully  or 
willingly  deviated  from  any  clearly 
defined  explicit  rule  of  conduct 
prescribed  for  my  guidance.  I 
cannot  perceive,  or  that  tlie  mode 
of  control  which  is  permitted  to  the 
Local  Agent  was  lost  sight  of. 
The  accounts  were  always  submitted 
periodically. 


(Sd.)  W.  H.  Bellie. 
Hooghly  Local  Agent's  Office. 


The  16th  May  18.35. 
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Note   ou   tlie    coaduct    of   AUe    Akber,    Mutwalee    of   Mohamed    Mohsin's 
Wakf    Endowment    at    Hooghly. 

1.  It  would  be  a  work  of  supererogation  to  go  back  further  than 
to  the  pei-iod  of  Mr.  Blunt's  minute  of  1829  which  had  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senior  Member,  and  indeed  this  is  the  less  necessary 
since  the  Rules  then  laid  down,  placed  the  affairs  of  the  Trust  on  a 
new  and  distinct  footing  while  the  misappropriation  of  the  funds  to 
which  my  attention  is  now  dii^ected  has  taken  place  since  the 
promulgation    of   those    Rules. 

2.  The  rules  in  question  had  for  their  object  to  restrain  the 
Mutwalee,  Allee  Acber  from  making  disbursements  to  a  greater  extent 
than  the  proportionate  shares  under  the  Towleut  Namah,  also  from 
contracting  debts  in  the  shape  of  loans,  which  was  provided  against 
by  giving  him  the  power  to  apply  to  the  Collector  and  Local  Agents 
of  Hooghly  for  occasional  advances  to  meet  any  emergency.  By  those 
Rules,  he  was  also  to  submit  periodical  accounts  and  he  was  restrained 
from  making  use  of  the  a;jsets  of  the  lapsed  Mutwalee's  Jth,  which 
were  to  be  considered  a  fund  for  the  liquidation  of  outstanding  loans 
and    debts    subject    to   the    approval    of   the    Board. 

3.  The  situation  of  second  Mutwalee  had  been  abrogated  upon 
occasion  of  the  disposal  of  the  Syedpur  Trust  Estate  into  Putnee 
Talooks,  which  rendered  the  situation  unnecessary,  since  from  that 
time  the  collection  of  the  rents  was  vested  in  the  Collector  of 
Burdwan. 

■i.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  Allee  Acber  was  not  contented 
with  that  part  of  the  rules  of  1829.  which  deprived  him  of  the 
second  yth,  for  in  September  of  the  same  year  he  made  an  application 
to  the  Local  Agents  of  Hooghly  in  vvhich  he  stated  that  tliere  were 
no  outstanding  loans  or  debts,  and  representing  that  when  the  other 
Mutwalee  was  removed  he  had  been  permitted  to  draw  his  salary  in 
addition  to  his  own.  This  application  having  been  transmitted  to 
Mr.  Commissioner  Braddon,  he,  under  date  the  22nd  September  1829, 
solicited    the    instructions    of   the    Board    on    tliis    point. 

5.  On  the  2nd  November  following,  the  Board  issued  still  more 
peremptory  orders  to  the  effect  that  the  Board  saw  no  reason  to  alter 
that  part  of  the  resolutions  of  the  23rd  March  1829  which  limited 
the  Mutwalee's  allowance  to  a  ^th  ;  further  that  the  Mutwalee  or  the 
Commissioner  himself  was  at  liberty  to  propose  any  special  disburse- 
ments of  the  available  surplus,  and  to  any  such  propositions,  the  Board 
would  pay  every  attention,  but  meanwhile  the  resumed  ^th  of  the  net 
proceeds  and  the  interest  on  the  sums  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment Agents  could  not  be  placed  at  the  discretional  disposal  of  the 
Mutwalee. 
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6.  No  further  instructions  were  either  solicited  or  issued  touching 
the   proceeds    of   the    lapsed    f,th  till    the    year    1834. 

7.  In  that  year  certain  sums  of  money  were  required  to  pay 
some  decrees  of  Court,  and  it  then  was  discovered  by  the  Collector 
and  Local  Agent  of  Hooghly,  Mr.  liellie,  that  the  accumulated  assets  of 
the  .',th  lapsed  share,  amounting  to  Rs.  24,731  with  the  exception  of 
Rsi    1,513-2-10-2,    had    been    made    use    of    by    the    Mutwalee. 

8.  The  Commissioner,  under  date  the  30lh  September  1834, 
reported  this  malappropriation  which  he  deemed  a  direct  violation  of 
the  previous  orders  of  the  Board,  and  he  remarked  at  the  same  time 
that  the  periodical  accounts  furnished  by  the  Mutwalee  exhibited  no 
separate  entry,  and  that  the  circumstance  was  the  more  unfortunate 
since    the    assets    would    have    been    available    to    have    paid    the    decrees. 

9.  On  the  23rd  December  1834  the  Board  directed  the  Commis- 
sioner to  call  upon  the  Mutwalee  to  give  a  full  explanation  within 
10  days  of  this  misappropriation  ;  and  subsequently  more  full  and 
particular  information  has  been  obtained  both  by  putting  the  ^lutwalee 
on  his  defence  and  by  directing  the  Collector  of  Hooghly  to  transmit 
his  own  remarks  and  comments  upon  the  allegations  and  excuses  put 
for  wad    by    the    Mutwalee. 

10.  Under  the  Rules  of  March  1829.  whi  h  were  expressly  drawn 
up  for  the  better  guidance  of  the  Local  Agents  and  the  Mutwallees 
and  under  the  subsequent  special  instructions  of  the  2nd  November  in 
the  same  year,  it  is  obvious  that  not  only  the  Mutwalee,  but  even  the 
Local  Revenue  Authorities  were  prohibited  from  any  interference  with  or 
appropriation  of  one  rupee  even  of  the  lapsed  ?,th  share  without 
the  consent  of  the  Board  first  obtained  ;  and  that  any  doubt  which 
might  have  been  entertained  upon  this  point  was  thoroughly  cleared  up 
by  paragraphs  2  and  4  of  the  latter  communication,  which  imposed  the 
definite  rule  that  no  such  discretion  should  be  exercised  save  after  the 
approval  of  the  Board  ;  therefore  the  deliberate  appropriation  of  this 
.sum    of    Rs.    24,731    by  the    Mutwalee,    who   acknowledges  ha%'ing  received 

translate,     both    of     the     Rules     of    the     23rd    March    1829     and    4th 
November  1829,  is    a   direct   violation  of  the   express  orders  of   the    Board 

11.  The  plea  advanced  by  the  Mutwalee  of  not  having  been 
aware  of  the  authoritative  nature  of  the  prohibition  is  a  sul)terfuge. 
unworthy  of  a  moment's  credit  or  consideration  ;  nor  is  the  reason 
assigned  for  this  appropriation  entitled  to  any  more  weight,  for  at  the 
same  time  that  he  was  restricted  from  the  use  of  this  money,  he  was 
provided  with  an  easy  and  simple  mode  of  procedure  by  which  upon 
occasion  of  any  emergency  he  would  obtain  an  advance  of  money  by 
application    to   the    Collector    of    Hooghly. 

12.  Another  plea  urged  by  the  Mutwalee  in  extenuation  of  his 
Conduct  is  the  assertion  that  he  intimated  the  appropriation  of  the 
assets  of  the  lapsed  gth  in  a  Persian  Urzee  to  the  Local  Agent 
under  date    the    24th  October  1831,  but    it  seems  to   me  that  the  sentence 
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conveying  that  intimation,  whiuh  was  not  the  main  and  ostensible  object 
of  that  urzee.  and  which  is  voi'y  ohseuruly  worded,  >va8  introdnoed  by 
tlie  iMiitwahM'  not  for  the  piirijusr  oL'  making  the  Local  Agent  acquainted 
with  the  circumstance,  Imt  mcn^ly  under  an  impression  that  it  would 
not  attract  the  notice  oi  that  ollicer.  while  its  introduction  would  be 
essentially  useful,    should    attention    be,    at    last,    directed    to   the  subject. 

lo.  The  event  justified  the  expectation  provided  such  was  the 
intention,  for  the  Local  Agent  did  not  notice  it,  nor  does  his  order  upon 
the  back  of  the  petition  contain  any  allusion  to  it,  and  so  far  the 
Mutwalee  succeeded  in  placing  upon  record  a  something  that,  with 
some    indulgence,    may    bear    the    construction    he    now    places    on    it. 

14.  But  this  nhicanery  does  not  exculpate  the  Mutwalee  ;  nay,  if 
there  be  no  chicanery  in  the  said  alleged  intimation,  still  he  is  equally* 
obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  wilful  disobedience  to  the  reiterated  orders 
of  the  Board,  in  having  made  use  of  this  large  sum  of  money  without 
their    consent   or    that    of   his    immediate    superiors. 

15.  From  the  above  details  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  Mutwalee 
is  guilty  of  having  appropriated  this  Rs.  24,751  (less  1,513)  in  viola- 
tion of  the  Board's  orders,  but  it  is  also  necessary  to  enquire  what 
grounds  there  may  be  for  coming  to  the  further  conclusion  that  he 
has    himself   made    use    of   the    money. 

16.  We  have  no  direct  proof  either  in  favour  or  against  such  a 
charge  ;  the  system  of  accounts  established  in  1829  is  not  of  a  nature 
to  admit  of  any  very  minute  scrutiny  into  the  expenditure,  nor  does 
it  appear  that  any  such  thorough  supervision  of  accounts  was  then 
intended  ;  while  any  enquiry  which  might  be  instituted  at  this  remote 
period    would    not    yield    any    satisfaction. 

17.  Grounds  for  strong  suspicion  there  certainly  are  :  the  Mutwalee 
has  done  good  service  on  several  occasions,  and  so  far  his  character 
is  in  his  favour  and  is  entitled  to  weight  ;  this  impression  is,  however, 
in  some  degree  weakened  by  the  existence  of  accusations  against  his 
honesty  previous  to  1829,  which,  though  not  established,  were  the  imme- 
diate   cause    of   the    restrictive  rules   framed    in    1829. 

18.  Then,  again,  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  the  same  individual  who 
would  not  scruple  to  make  use  of  a  large  sum  of  money,  the  interference 
with  which  without  the  approbation  of  the  Board  was  expressly  negated, 
would  not  much  hesitate  to  take  a  part  or  the  whole  to  his  own  use  ; 
for  the  continued  disobedience  of  those  orders,  in  a  clandestine  manner, 
betrays  a  degi-ee  of  duplicity  verj"^  nearly  allied  to  a  dii*ect  want  of 
principle    and    honesty. 

19.  To  this  it  may  be  added  that,  had  he  made  use  of  this  money 
to  meet  '  any  sudden  emergency  (though  as  already  noticed  such  a 
case  was  provided  for),  it  was  the  Mutwalee's  obvious  duty  to  have 
replaced    each    sum    so   appropriated    in    its    relative   order  of  disbursement 
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so  soon  as  tlio  pi-oceods  ol'  thr  sliarf  to  which  he  had  apjilicl  il^  reached 
liis  hands  ;  but  his  actual  conduct  has  hwn  the  very  reverse  of  this  ; 
for,  if  we  are  to  believe  his  own  statement,  it  has  been  a  succession 
of  disbursements  withdrawing  the  cash  from  the  deposit  without  Ids 
being   able  to  quote    one   solitary    instance   of    replacement. 

20.  I  am,  tlierefore,  most  reluctantly  foi-ce(l  to  h)()k  upon  the 
Mutwalee's    conduct    with    great    suspicion. 

21.  Now,  I  think,  we  should  lay  a  statement  of  the  case  before 
Government,  and  suggest  either  that  the  Mutwalee  be  removed  and 
another  individual  appointed  in  his  room,  or  tl)at  Further  restrictions 
be  laid  upon  the  expenditure  to  prevent  similar  malappropriation  of 
the   funds    in    future. 

22.  In  the  latter  case,  I  should  be  inclined  to  suggest  the 
following  : — 

Firift. — That  a  computation  framed  ui)on  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
last  four  years  be  made,  and,  the  average'  value  of  a 
iftb  shai^e  bein;^  thus  ascertained,  that  a  sum  equal  to 
a  ith  be  paid  in  quarterly  instalments  to  the  present 
Mutwalee    as    his    fixed    salary. 

Secondly. — That  a  like  sum  be  kept  in  deposit  by  the  Collector  as 
the    shave    of   the    second   Mutwalee 

Thirdly.— That  with  reference  to  tlie  fths  share,  the  Mutwalee 
be  again  called  on  to  furnish  a  list  of  establishments 
and  pensioners,  wiuch  the  Towleut  Namah  neither  em- 
powers him  to  inci'ease  nor  to  substitute  others  in  the 
place  of  lapsed  pensioners  ;  that  the  fiths  assets  be 
held  in  deposit  until  such  tiuie  as  he  shall  have 
submitted  such  list  and  it  shall  have  been  revised  and 
approved,  and  that  in  future  all  payments  to  i>ensioners 
and  establishments  shall  be  made  direct  from  the 
Collector's    office. 

Fourthly  — That  regarding  the  ;;ths  share  for  the  expenses  both 
in  the  repair  of  the  Imambara  and  the  observance  of 
religious  ceremonies,  the  Mutwalee  furnish  an  estimate 
of  repairs  of  buildings  once  on  the  hrst  month  of  each 
year,  that  sum  equal  to  the  repairs  be  deducted  and 
the  residue  made  over  to  the  Mutwalee  for  the  per- 
formance   of   the    said    religious    ceremonies. 

Fifthly. — That    all    sums  in    hand    be   immediately   accounted    for  by 
'  him    and    paid    into    the    Collector's    treasury. 

Sixthly. — That  the  personal  estates  of  Muhammed  Mohsin-,  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  Mutwalee,  for  which  he  accounts 
in     his     periodical    statements,    be    attached    and    the    same 
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Ill-    raniu'il    ami    the    proceeds    liclil    in    doi)osit    till    i'urther 
ordiTt*.        riu'\    appear    to    be    a«   I'oUows  : — 

List  ok   i-iioriciirv   not  in    itik  Towlkut  Namah. 


Kliax.erpore  S..I. 
M.S. 
C'aiUegunge    (Laklii  raj  i 
Baui?   Bahaiir 
Emamuagore 
Son  a   Duiiga 
A    i)lot    of   ground    in    Cliinsurah 

Total 


840  o  9  ;h 

2,112  12  12  0 

619  10  19  2 

32  0  0  0 

42  0  0  0 

7  0  0  0 

12  0  0  0 

SMr,  11  1  1 


(Sd.)  W.  Smith, 
Second  Member  of  the  Board  of  Revenue. 


The  8th  June  183.5. 


I  have  said  nothing  in  the  above  remarks  touching  the  procedure 
to  be  observed  in  recovering  and  replacing  the  assets  of  the  lapsed 
^th  wishing  to  havi'  that  point  open  till  we  discuis  tlie  matter  in 
the  Board. 

(Sd.)  W.  S. 
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No.  11. 

To 

.1.   K.  (Joi.viN,  Esq., 

Secretary    t,o   the    Sadar    lioard    oi'    Revenue. 

SlK. 

1  am  directed  by  the  Honourable  the  Governor  of  Bengal  to 
transmit  to  you  the  accompanying  copy  of  an  extract  No.  108  from  the 
proceedings  of  the  Honourable  the  Governor-General  of  India  in  Council 
in  the  General  Department,  dated  the  28th  October  last,  and  to  request 
that  the  Board  will,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  give  eftect  to  the 
resolution  of  Government  contained  in  the  14th  paragraph  of  the  letter 
to   the    General    Committee    of    Public    Instruction. 

I    am. 

Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  Illegiblk, 
Secretary    to  Government    of    BengaL 

Fort    William, 
The    2nd    January    1836. 


No.    108. 
Extract    from    the    proceedings    of    the     Honourable    the    Governor-General 
of    India     in     Council     in     the     General    De])artment,    dated    the    28r,h 
October    183.5. 


No.    282. 
'i^o 

The    General    Committee    of    Public   Instruction. 

Honourable    Sir    and  Gkntlkxien — 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  Secretary's  letter, 
under  date  the  20th  ultimo,  with  enclosures,  on  the  subjeen  of  the 
Endowment    of    Hajee    Mohaiiied    ^lohsin    at    Hooghly. 

2ud. — The  Committee  rtHjaest  that  the  Governor-General  in  Council 
will  determine  upon  the  proportion  of  the  funds  of  this  Institution 
which  is  to  be  available  for  the  Collegiate  establishment,  as  the  plan 
they  have  been  instructed  to  prepare  must  depend  mainly  upon  the 
scale    of   the    assignment    mad<^    for    its    suppoi't. 

3i-d. — His  Honour  in  Council,  havina;  referred  to  the  Will  or  Tow- 
leutnamah    in   wliich   the   endowment  originated,  observes   that  the  testator 
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having  in  view  the  yearly  income  arising  from  the  proceeds  of  his 
.lessore  zamindaree  assigns  iHhs  (three-ninths)  of  i.his  income  to  the  support 
of  the  Imamhara  and  religious  establishments  specified  in  the  Will, 
tiths  (two-ninths)  are  given  to  t\vo  Mutwalees,  and  the  remaining  f.ths 
(four-ninths)  are  set  apart  to  pay  the  allowance  of  the  establishments 
and    pensions    according   to   the    list    annexed. 

4rh. — To  the  Mutwalees,  moreover,  is  given  absolute  power  of  detei-- 
mining  upon  the  appropriation  of  the  funds  under  the  Will,  and  besides 
a  general  superintendence,  they  have  full  authority  to  sanction  or  resume, 
implying  that  they  are  to  stand  entirely  in  tke  place  of  the  testator  in 
all    doubtful  or    specified    cases. 

5th. — The  Government  having  been  compelled  to  take  upon  itself  the 
procuratorship  of  the  endowment  in  consequence  of  the  misappropriation 
of  its  funds  by  the  original  Mutwalees,  Ukber  Alee  Ivhan  was  many 
years  since  appointed  agent  on  its  part  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the 
endowment.  A  litigation  ensued,  which  has  only  jusr  been  concluded  and 
a  final  decree  has  passed  supporting  the  Government  in  its  interference 
and  setting  aside  the  plea  advanced  by  the  original  ]\Iutwalees  and  their 
representations  to  dispute  its  right. 

6th. — Pending  the  litigation  and  while  the  result  was  doubtful,  the 
General  ofiice  has  naturally  hesitated  to  expend  the  entire  growing  income 
of  the  endowment,  and  there  has  consequently  been  a  large  accumulation 
of  funds  which  have  been  laid  out  at  interest.  This  accumulation  has 
been  much  augmented  by  the  manner  in  which  the  estates  have  been 
administered,  viz..  by  adopting  the  scheme  of  putn^e  management,  that  is, 
by  leasing  in  perpetuity  upon  fine.  From  these  fines,  added  to  the  accu- 
mulation of  surplus  reserved  income,  there  is  now  a  sum  of  several  lacks 
of  rupees  in  hand  by  the  interest  of  which  the  income  of  the  endow- 
ment is    neai-ly  doubled. 

7th. — The  Governor-General  in  Council,  deeming  himself  to  have 
succeeded  to  the  full  authority  and  powers  assigned  by  Hajee  Mohsin  to 
the  Mutwalees.  considers  it  to  be  entirely  in  his  power  to  determine  upon 
the  appropriation  of  the  funds  subject  of  course  to  the  condition  of 
adhering  as  closely  as  possible  to  the  wishes  of  the  te'-;tator  in  points 
in    which    they    have    been    declared. 

8th. — Now  it  appears  that  the  growing  income  from  the  Jessore 
estates  was  the  only  fund  in  the  testator's  contemplation,  and  the 
expenses  of  the  fmambarah,  the  Mutwallee's  allowances,  with  the 
pensions  and  establishments  are  charged  specially  upon  that  income 
which  is  estimated  by  the  sub-committee  at  Hooghly  to  yield  the  sum 
of    Rs.    45,000  per    annum. 

9tl]. — The  Governor-General  in  Council,  adverting  to  the  conditions 
of  the  will,  resolves  that  three-ninths  of  the  income  from  the  zemin- 
darees  shall  jiermanently  be  assigned  for  the  current  expenses  of  the 
Imambarah.  etc.,  and  of  the  two-ninths  of  this  income  assigned  to 
the  ^lutwalees,  but  which  are  now  at  the  disposal  of  Goveniment,  the 
Governor  General       in     Council     assigns      one-ninth      to     the     Agent      or 
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Mutwaloe  appointed  l)y  rJovtM-iiiiK^nt.  luit  lio  does  iiol  deem  it  necessary 
to  appoint  a  second  Miitwahe  or  to  ap])ropriate  the  second-nintli  hliart- 
assigned  \>y  the  testator  to  the  co-trustee  nominated  in  the  original 
will.  This  ninth,  therefore,  will  he  available  for  general  purposes  for 
a  beneficial  nature  along  with  the  surplus  funds  to  which  1  shall 
presently  advert.  It  may,  however,  be  necessary  to  point  out  tliat  in 
the  above  observations  the  principle  to  be  adopted  perinanentlj-  is 
intended  to  be  laid  down  rather  than  the  particular  course  to  be 
followed  in  respect  to  the  present  representative  of  the  (Tovernnient  in 
the  office  of  Mutwalee.  Should  Ukbur  Allee  Khan  be  now  in  the 
receipt  of  a  large  allowance  than  the  ninth  (.'th)  appropriated  to  the 
remuneration  of  that  officer,  it  is  not  intended  to  disturb  that 
arrangement. 

10th. — The  four-ninths  of  the  zemindai-ee  income  appropriated  by 
the  testator  to  pensions  and  establishments  must  remain  liurthened  with 
these  charges,  but  as  many  of  the  pensions,  etc.,  will  have  lapsed  the 
Governor-General  in  Council  considers  that  the  income  arising  from 
such  lapses  may  be  fairly  added  to  the  surplus  fund  appropriable  to 
general  purposes.  The  expenses  of  tlie  hospital  will,  however,  remain 
a  permanent  charge  under  this  head,  but  there  appears  to  be  an 
expense  incurred  for  education  at  present  which  will  of  course  merge 
into   the    general    fund. 

lltli. — In  ijursuance  of  the  principles  above  laid  down,  there  remains 
at  the  disposal  of  Government  for  general  purposes  of  a  benehcient 
nature  one-ninth  of  the  annual  income  from  the  zemindaree.  Second, 
the  lapsed  pensions,  etc..  and  8rd,  the  entire  amount  arising  from  the 
interest  of  the  accumulated  fund  now  invested  in  i)romissory  notes  of 
Government. 

12th. — The  Governor-General  in  Council  is  of  opinion  that,  after 
setting  apart  from  this  last  mentioned  fund  such  amount  as  may  l)e 
necessary  to  provide  appropriate  buildings,  including  the  charge  of 
rebuilding  or  repairing  the  Emandiarah  and  other  religious  edifices,  if  it 
should  be  found  necessary  to  renew  these,  the  entire  remaindin-  should 
be  considered  as  the  trust  fund,  the  interest  of  which  with  the  other 
items  specified  may  be  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  education  liy 
the  formation  of  a  Collegiate  Institution  imparting  instructions  of  all 
kinds  in  the  higher  department  of  education  according:  to  the  principles 
heretofore    explained. 

loth. — In  this  manner  His  Honour  in  Council  conceives  that  the 
pious  and  l)enelicial  purposes  of  the  founder  of  the  Hooghly  Endow- 
ment will,  best,  be  fulfilled,  and.  under  the  wide  latitude  given  for  the 
determination  of  the  si)i>cific  uses  to  which  any  surplus  funds  of  th( 
estate  are  t)  be  appropriated,  he  cannot  see  that  the  assignment  n\' 
the  surplus  which  have  arisen  in  this  instance  partly  fi'om  the  (bday 
in  consequence  of  litigation  and  partly  from  the  fines  realized  from 
the  mode  of  management,  adopted  to  purposes  of  education  in  the 
manner    stated,    will    be    any   deviation    from    the    provisions    of    the    Deed. 
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14tli. — Copy  oi  this  letter  will  be  transmitted  through  the  Revenue 
Department  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  and  officers  of  account  in  order 
that  the  funds  in  hand  may  be  held  applicable  to  the  purposes 
stated  and  the  requisite  statements  may  bo  prepared  for  the  inform- 
ation   of  your    Committee    as   to    the    precise    amount    disposable. 

15th. — The  Governor-General  in  Council  hopes  that  the  Committee 
will   thus  vo    prepare  the     scheme    and     make     report     upon    this 

institution  without    much    further    delay. 

1   have   the,   etc., 

H.  J.  PRINSEP. 
Secretary  to  Government. 

Council    Chamber, 
The   28th    October   1835. 
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SUDDEK    BOAUI)    OF     ReVKNUE. 

No.    6. 

To 

The    Officiating    Commissioner,    Murshidabad, 

at    Hooghly, 

11th    January    1836.    ^ 

Sir, 

1  am  directed  by  the  Sadder  Board  of  Revenue  to  transmit  the 
accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Mangles.  No.  11, 
bearing  date  the  2nd  instant,  and  of  its  enclosures,  for  your  inform- 
ation and  guidance  and  for  communication  to  tlie  Local  Agents  at 
Hooghly. 

2.  You  are  requested  to  desire  the  Local  Agents  to  pay  imme- 
diate attention  to  any  requisition  connected  with  the  subject  to  which 
the  papers  now  transmitted  i"efer,  which  they  may  receive  from  the 
Revenue  Accountant,  who  has  this  day  been  instructed  in  communica- 
tion with  the  Local  Agents  to  prepare  for  submission  to  the  Board, 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  a  statement  of  the  precise  amount  of 
funds  which  will  be  available  for  the  purpose  of  the  formation  of  a 
collegiate  institution  at  Hooghly  on  the  pi'inciple  explained  in  the 
extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Honourable  the  Governor-General, 
in    Council. 

I   have,  etc., 

(Sd.)    rr.LEGIBLE. 
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SuDDER  Board  of  Revenue. 

No.  2. 

To   Revenue   Accountant. 

Sir, 

I    am    directed    by    the    Sudder    Board  of  Revenue  to  transmit  for 

your  information    the    accompanying   copy    of   a   letter    from   Mr.    Secretary 

Mangles,   under   date   the    2nd   instant,  No.  11*, 

"India's  resolution  of  1835.  i        p  • 

and  of  its  enclosures,  and  to  request  that  you 
will  prepare,  in  communication  with  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly,  and 
submit  to  the  Board,  with  the  least  delay  possible,  a  statement  of  the 
precise  amount  of  funds  which  will  be  disposable  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  Collegiate  Institution  on  the  principle  explained  in  the  orders  of 
Government,. 

I   have,  etc., 
(Sd.)  Illegible. 


nth    January    1836. 
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No.    8026. 

To   Jamk.s    Pattlk,    Esq.,    and    C.    W.    Smith,    E.sy., 

Members    of   the    Sudcler    Board    of    lievenue.    Fort    William. 


Gkntlemkn, 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  11th  ultimo,  and.  with  reference  thereto,  to  submit  copy  of  a 
letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  with  its  accompaniments,  from  the  Hooghly 
Local  Committee  to  whom  I  had  referred  in  the  absence  of  all  inform- 
ation   on   the   subject    on   the    records    of   this    office. 

2.  I  have  applied  to  the  Government  Agent  for  a  statement  of 
the  sums  in  his  hands  on  account  of  the  Syedpore  Trust  Estate,  which 
shall    be    f(jrwarded    to    you    as    soon    as    received. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 


FoHT  William, 
•The  Accountant's  Office, 
The  5th  February  1836. 


(Sd.)  Illegible. 


No.   10. 

To   J.    N.    DoRiN,    Esq., 

Accountant    in    the    Revenue    Department,    Fort    William. 


SiK, 

In  reply  to  your  letter  No.  2773  of  the  5tli  ultimo,  with  its 
enclosures,  on  the  subject  of  the  Imambarah,  we  now  beg  leave  to 
forward  you  copy  of  a  statement  which,  together  with  the  letter  (copy 
of  which  we  also  transmit)  we  have  this  day  forwarded,  to  the 
Commissioner    of   Revenue    and    (Circuit    for   this    division. 

2.  The  capital  alluded  to  in  Mr.  Secretary  Prinsep's  6th  para- 
graph is  in  the  keeping  of  the  Government  Agent,  where  all  parti- 
culars regarding  the  precise  amount  and  interest  accruing  thoreon  may 
be    accurately   ascertained.  • 

We   have.   etc.. 
(Sd.;  W.  H.   Belli. 

E.  A.  Samuells. 

Local  Agents. 


HooGHLV  Local  Agents'  office, 
The    2nd    Ft'l)ruary    I.S36. 
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No.    ]00. 

To    \V.    H.    Ijki.ij,    Esq.,    and    K.    A.    8amukm>,    Ksq., 

Local    Agents    for    the    affairs    of   the    Imaiubarah.  Hooghly. 

Sir. 

In  continuation  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Belli,  No.  60,  dated 
the  18th  instant,  1  beg  to  communicate  the  following  observations  and 
instructions. 

■J.  In  order  to  ascertain  with  some  degree  of  exactness  what 
amount  of  funds  is  available  for  the  pui-poses  of  a  Collegiate  Insti- 
tution, it  is  indispensable  that  there  should  be  prepared  a  statement, 
which  shall  accurately  exhibit  the  receipts  now  derivable  from  the 
Estates  Ijelonging  to  the  Trust,  property  of  the  deceased  Hajee 
Mohamud  Mohsin,  as  well  as  the  expenses  incident  to  the  manage- 
ment   of   the    above    Estates. 

o.  It  falls,  as  I  conceive,  within  the  province  of  the  Local 
Agents  to  make  a  searching  enquiry,  with  a  view  to  discover  whether 
an  increased  revenue  might  not  be  obtained  by  an  improved  manage- 
ment of  any  estate  belonging  to  the  Trust,  and  in  like  inanner  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  superior  authorities  any  expenses  which 
may    be   unauthorized    and    unnecessary. 

4.  The  Local  Agents  will  have  observed  that  the  proceeds  of  the* 
Jessore  Estates  are  to  be  divided  into  certain  shares,  certain  expen- 
ditures being  allotted  to  each  share.  There  is,  however,  as  it  seems 
to  me.  a  good  deal  of  vagueness  as  to  what  charges  are  properly 
comprised  under  the  different  shares — for  instance,  it  is  not  clear 
what  items  fairly  belong  to  the  i^ths  set  apart  for  the  expenses  of 
the  Imambarah  and  the  i-eligious  establishments  specified  in  the  WilL 
How  far  chai'ges.  which  should  have  come  under  this  head,  have 
been  improperly  mixed  up  with,  and  transferred  to  the  class  of 
expenses  allotted  to  the  ^ths  share  of  the  income,  cannot,  without  a 
particular  i-xamination  of  the  accounts  of  the  endowment,  be  clearly 
ascertaineil.       Such    an    examination,    you    will  accordingly  institute. 

.0.  Although  the  statement  and  the  other  information  called  for 
in  this  letter  ought  to  be  authenticated  l)y  the  joint  signatures  of 
the  Local  Agents,  I  do  not  intend  that  you  should  necessarily  con- 
duct the  examination  of  accounts  in  concert,  if  it  should  be  more 
convenient  to  you  to  do  so  separately.  It  will  be  enough  if  you 
compare  the  results  of  your  labours,  so  as  to  come  to  an  agreement 
in    the    end. 

I    have,    etc., 
(Sd.)   E.   M.   GORDON, 
Officiating   Commissioner   of    Revenue. 
CoMMissioNEu's   Offick,    14th    Division, 
AT  Chinsurah, 
The    27th    Jannarv    \SoQ. 
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No.  i). 

To    K.    M.    riouDOX,    Esq., 

Officiating  Commissioner    of    Revenue,    for    the    14lh   Division, 
("hinsurah. 

8lK. 

We  have  the  honour  to  aeknowledge  tlie  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  100  of  the  27th  ultimo,  and  in  reply  now  beg  to  forward  a 
statement  exhibiting  the  annual  net  profits  of  the  trust  constituting 
the  endowment  of  Hajee  ^luhannnad  Mohsin,  calculated  on  an  average 
of  three  yearo  together  with  a  sketch  which  will  show,  we  believe,  as 
nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  at  present,  the  amimnt  of  unappropriated 
funds  which  will  revert  to  the  college  in  conformity  with  the  inten- 
tions   of    Government. 

2.  This  statement  is  not  framed  with  that  precision  which  may 
be  expected  to  result  from  a  scrutiny  of  the  nature  indicated  in  your 
orders  now  under  acknowledgment.  But  we  apprehend  before  we 
could  commence  on  such  an  investigation  or  conduct  it  satisfactorily 
to  ourselves,  our  powers  must  Ije  well  defined  and  considerably  en- 
larged. 

3.  The  Imambarah  papers  have  been  up  to  the  present  date  retained 
in  the  hands  of  the  Mutwalee,  who  appears  to  consider  himself  entirely 
independent  of  the  authority  of  the  Local  Agents,  and  with  whom  we 
have  hitherto  considered  ourselves  debarred  from  interfering,  under  rjit^ 
instructions  conveyed  to  us  in  the  3rd  paragraph  of  a  letter  from  tiie 
Secretary  to  Government,  dated  6th  October  1820.  and  the  7th  paragraph 
of  a  mmute  Ijy  the  3rd  Member  of  the  P)oard.  dated  23rd  March  1829. 
From  the  state  of  disorder  into  which  these  papers  have  necessarily  Fallen, 
a  very  considerable  time  must  elapse  before  we  can  have  them  clearly 
arranged,  and  so  thoroughly  examined  as  to  admit  of  our  submitting  a 
full  and  detailed  report  upon  the  different  ]>oints  connected  wirh  the 
income    of    the    institution. 

4.  To  enal)le  us  to  execute  this  task,  it  will  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  distinct  instructions  upon  this  point  should  be  conveyed  r,o 
the  Xawab  Akl)ar  Ali  Khan  enjoining  him  to  afford  us  every  assistance 
in  the  prosecution  of  this  object,  and  it  would  also  be  advisable  that 
the  Collectors  of  Jessore,  Burdwan  and  the  other  districts  in  which  the 
estates  of  the  Endowment  are  situated,  should  be  directed  to  place 
themselves    in    communication    with    us    on   tlie    subject    of   these    mehals. 

b.  Our  own  av(X;ations  being  such  as  to  employ  us  almost  inces- 
santly in  other  duties,  we  would  beg  leave  to  point  out  the  very  great 
advantage  wliicli  we  should  derive  from  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Wise, 
Civil  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  station  and  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Committee.  We  cannot  doubt,  acquainted  as  you  are  with  that 
gentleman's  capability,  that  you  will  aid  us  in  respectfully  recommending 
this    appointment    for    the    consideration    of    the    Hoard. 
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6.  With  regard  to  the  lapse  ci  ixMisions  granted  by  Hajee  Muham- 
mad Mohsin,  we  beg  leave  to  state  that,  although  the  fact  of  these 
pensions  having  lapsed,  in  numerous  instances  is  perfectly  correct,  the 
Nawab  Akhar  AH  Khan,  who  conceived  himself,  it  would  appear,  to 
have  succeeded  to  the  powers  which  by  the  will  of  the  founder  were 
vested  in  the  original  Mutwalees,  has  been  in  the  habit  of  placing 
new  pensioners  upon  the  list  whenever  the  occurrence  of  a  vacancy 
among  the  former  incumbeints  admitted  of  his  so  doing,  and  has  thus 
necessarily  depi-ived  the  College  of  the  immediate  benefit  they  would 
otherwise    have   derived    from    this    source. 

7.  This  w'ill,  of  course,  form  one  of  the  jioints  into  which  it  will 
be  our  duty  to  enquire,  should  the  Governor  think  proper  to  invest 
us    with   the    powers    which    we    have    above    solicited. 

We  have.  etc.. 
(Sd.)  W.  H.  Belli 

(Collector), 

E.  A.  Samuels 
(Officiating  Magistrate), 

Local  Agents. 

ZiLLA    HOOGHLY.    LoCAL    AgENTs'    OfFICE, 

The    2nd    February    1836. 
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No.    169. 
To  J.  R.  CoLviN,  Esq., 

Secretai-y    to    the    Sudder    Board    of    Revenue, 

Fort    William. 


Sir, 

I    did   not    lose     any  time  in    forwarding  to   the    Collector  of 
„,,.,,  ,  Hooghly    a    copy    of   your   letter    No.     6,*    dated 

Vide  foregoing  coiTespondeiice.  .  . 

the     11th    ultimo,    and     its     enclosures,     on    the 
subject    of  the    Endowment    at    Hooghly. 

2.     On    a    further    consideration    of    the    circumstances  of    the    case,  it 
appeared    to  me  to  be  proper  to  address   to  the 

t  No.  100.   dated    the  27tli  Jan-      /^^  ^      ' 

uar.v    1836.       [Vide     foregoing     Local    Agent,  the   letter  numbered  and  dated   as 
correspon  encf.j  ^^^_   margin,  f  to    that   Collector,  and   the  answer 

given    to   it.    I    do    myself    the  honour  to    call    the    particular    attention     of 
the  Board. 

?>.  The  position  now  occupied  by  the  Government  of  India  in  regard 
to  the  management  of  the  Endowment  at  Hooghly,  and  the  ineificiency 
of  tlie  Native  Agency  that  has  heretofore  been  emjiloj^ed,  seem  to  me 
to  render  a  careful  and  minute  inspection  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Mutwalee  by  the  European  Local  Agents  quite  indispensible.  To 
enable  the  Local  Agents  to  do  their  duty,  the  powers  called  for  by 
them    in    the    4th    paragrapli    of   their    letter  are    a    sine    qua    non. 

4.  I  heai'tily  agree  with  the  above  gentlemen  in  recoininendiilg  that 
Dr.  Wise  should  be  added  to  the  list  of  Local  Agents.  A  long  resi- 
dence at  Hooglily,  comparative  leisure,  an  intelligent  and  inquiring  spirit, 
and  an  ardent  desire  to  communicate  to  the  natives  of  India  the  bene- 
fits of  European  knowledge,  admirably  (jualify  Dr.  Wise  for  taking  an 
active  share  in  the  management  of  all  that  relates  to  tiie  Hooghly 
Endowment. 

5.  From  the    copy  of  the  letter  noted  in    the   margin  it    appesirs  that 

Government    appointed    Dr.     Wise    to    the    office 

From      the    Secretarv     to    trie         r       Q    „      i.  j.  j.i  t  in  -ii  i 

General  Committee,  to  'the  l.kM     "^     Secretary     to     the     Local     Committ(M'      and 
Committee  at  Hoo-hlv,  dated  I h.-     authorized     him    to     receive     a   monthly    salary 

12th  June  1835.  i  i  r  J  J 

from  tlie   funds    of  the  Trust  Estate.     I  request 
the    permission    of    the    Board    to    autlinrizc    the    Collector    of    Hooghly    to 
pay    u]i    Dr.    Wise's    arrears    of    salary,     reimbursing     the     Government   for 
out    of  the    proceeds    of   the   trust    jn-operty. 

6.  Large  balances  are  due  from  the  estates  in  Jessore.  The  exact 
amount    of    those    Inilaiices,     the     causes     of    their    accunmlation,    and    tlie 
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chances    of    their    speedy    realization    will    not  be    clearly  ascertained  until 
the    Local    Agents    are   invested    with    full    powers    of    enquiry. 

I    have   the    honour   to   be. 
Sii:, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.-  E.  M.  GORDON, 
Ofig.  Commissioner    of  Revenue. 
Commissioner's  Office,  14th  Division, 
AT  Chinsurah, 
The    yth    February    1836. 


No.    2242. 


To 


W.    H.    Belli, 

M.     S.     GlLMORE.  j 

T.  A.    Wise,    Esq..    and 
Ali    Akbak   Khan    Sahib. 


I    Esqrs.,    Local    Agents. 


Sirs, 

I  am  directed  by  the  General  Committee  of  Public  Instruction 
to  inform  you  that  the  Governor-General  in  Council  has  been  pleased 
to  appoint  you  members  of  the  Local  Committee  of  Hoighly  for  the 
control  of  the  affairs  of  the  College  to  be  instituted  on  the  Fund  of 
Haji  ^lohammed  Mohsin  and  to  discuss  and  present  a  plan  for  that 
Listitution.  Dr.  Wise  will  othciate  as  your  Secretary  and  draw  from 
the  Fund  a  salary  of  300  rupees.  He  will  be  expected,  however,  to 
take  a    share    in    the    instruction    at    the    College. 

I    have,    etc.. 


(Sd.)   J.   SUTHERLAND, 
Seci-etary,    G.    C.    P.    S. 


Fort   William, 
12th    June    1835. 
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No.  1759. 

To 

J.    A.    DoKiN,  Esq., 

Accountant    to   the    Revenue  Department. 

Sir, 

In  repljr  to  youv  letter  of  the  .5th  instant  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclose  an  account  current  of  the  Syedpur  Trust  Estate  in  Zilla  Jessore 
•brought  down  to  the  31st  January  last  shewing  Government  securities  in 
deposit  to  the  extent  of  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand  and 
four  hundred,  and  a  cash  balance  due  to  the  Estate  from  the  Govern- 
ment Agents  of  S.  Rs.  5,243-10-10  which  I  trust  may  be  found 
correct. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)    Illegiule. 

FoKT  William, 
Government   Agent's   Office, 
The   17th    Feln-uarv    1836. 
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No.  98. 


tSuUDER     BoAKl)     OF    REVENUE, 

2l8t    March    1836. 


To 

Secretary    to   Government,    Revenue    Department. 


Sih, 

1    am   directed    by    the    Sudder     Board   of     Revenue     to     request 
,  „    „,     ,      .    ,     ,  .  ,  „o  J  „     ,  ,QoQv.„      that    you    will    submit    for    the  con- 

■^  Mr.  Blunt  s   minute,  dated  23rd  Maicli  1829,  Pro-  _  •'  _ 

posing  Rules.  sideration    and    orders   of  the   Right 

Board  to  Commissioner,    Alipore,    Slst  Marcli.  i  i      .  i        n  c    jt  i 

Commissioner  of  Burdwan,  dated  22nd  September,      Honourable  the  brovemor  ot   bengal 
witli  enclosures.  ,    o  j  \t„„^„u^,.         the    accompanying  documents    relat- 

Board    to   Commissioner  in  reply,  3rd  JS'ovember.  i        ■>      o 

Commissioner    of   Alipore,  30th     September    1834.      jj^g      f,o      the       misapprojiriation        of 

Board    to  Commissioner,    23rd  December.  Rs.     23,218     by      Syed    AUi        A.kbar 

Commissioner  of  Alipore,  14tli  January  1835.  Khan,        the         Mutwallee  of        the 

Board    to    Local  Agent,     Hooe;lily,     and    Commis- 
sioner of  Alipore,  21st   April,  liooghly    Jmamharah. 
Commissioner     of     Alipore,    2nd     February,     with 

enclosures  .   .  ow  a     i  2.     The      circumstauce     whicli 

Board  to  Oraciatin^  Cooimissioner,  Jessore,  21»t  April 
Local  Asont,  Hooghly,  dated  the    30th    April,  with       J^J     ^^1    the     discoverv     of     this     mis- 
2    encloeuies.  .      .  ',  •    .        i- 

Board  to  Local  Agent,  11th    May.  '        appropriation    was      the      reCPipt    Ot 

Local  Agent,  Hcoghly,   16th  May,  with  enclosure.  riveoent    from      tlie     .TudffP     of    the 

Board  to  Collector,  Hooghly,  20tn  June.  ^     pi  eCept    U  0111      Uie     .J  UUgG     Ol     me 

Local    Agent,    Hooghly,    23rd    .June  24-Parganahs     dated     tho     1.5th    .lulj' 

Local  Auent,  Uoogldv,  7tli  Julj'.  ,.  .  ,  ,,    ,,  ',. 

^  •  ^  1834,    directing     the     Collector     ot 

that  district  to  prepare  a  lotbiuidee  of  lands  comprised  in  the  Trust 
propertj'  of  the  Imainbarah.  to  satisfy  a  decree  of  the  Appellate  Court 
in  the  case  of  Syed  Alii  Akbar  Khan,  the  Mootwallee,  appellant,  versus 
Wasik  Ali  Khan,  respondent,  for  the  sum  of  Rs.  14,840  due  to  the 
latter.  The  Local  Commissioner,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  the  matter, 
proceeded  to  ascertain  what  funds  were  availal)le  to  pay  the  amount 
decreed  in  order  to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  sale  of  landed  property.  The 
resolutions  of  this  Board,  under  date  the  23rd  March  1829  he  found, 
made  provision  for  a  fund  to  meet  outstanding  debts  by  setting  aside, 
for  the  purpose,  the  proceeds  of  the  one-ninth  share  of  the  revenue  of 
the  Imambarah,  hitherto  paid  as  salary  under  the  Towleutnamah  to  a 
second  Mutwallee  whose  services  were  discontinued  since  the  sale  of 
the  Trust  property  in  the  shape  of  Putnee  Taluk.  On  referring, 
however,  to  the  Local  Agent  at  Hooghly  his  enquiries  led  U)  his  dis- 
covering  that    the    Mulvvallee     had, 

-  Vide  extracts    entered    in  tin-    nmrgin  of  the  7tli       •  .    „  ,„„i.:„„     ^t    .^„„;i-,',r„    ^../J^-o* 

paragraph  of  this  address.  >"  Contravention  of  positive  oiders 

appropriated    to    other   purposes  the 
one-ninth    ordered    to    be    reserved. 

3.     On    the    case     being   submitted    to   the    Board    an    explanation      of 
the   circamstances    was    demanded   from  the   Mutwallee,   and   in   reply   he 

°  For  these  marginal  papers  which  form  the  encloBufes  to  this  letter  No.  98,  dated  2l8t    March    1836 
please  see  foregoing  correspondence. 


189 


disclaimed  having  expended  the  assets  of  the  one-ninth  share  for  his 
private  use  and  declared  that  he  had  api)lied  this  money  to  meet  the 
charges  of  the  three-ninth  and  four-ninth  funds  i.e.,  to  the  Madrasa  and 
Hospital  and  repairs  of  the  Imambarah  buildings.  He  stated  as  his 
excuse  for  abstracting  this  money,  the  want  of  cash  at  the  time  and 
his  ignorance  of  the  extent  of  the  restriction  imposed  on  him  i-egard- 
ing  the  employment  of  this  fund.  He  observed  also  that  when 
remittances  from  Jessore  were  complete  the  debts  of  the  respective 
shares   would    be   liquidated. 

4.  The  above  explanation  being  considered  unsatisfactory  the 
following  distinct  queries  were  proposed  to  the  Mootwallee  through 
the  Local  Agent  and  the  answers  placed  opposite  are  these  he 
furnished. 


Queries. 


Bepues. 


On  what  dates  and  ID  what  bums  was  the  amount       k    statement   of    tlie    jiarticulars    is    herewith   trans- 
taken  ?  mitted. 


Why  were  those  sums  taken  wliich  were 
strictly  to  be  held  in  deposit,  in  preference 
to  applying  to  the  Agent  for  a  loan  under 
Rule   2    of    the    Resolutions  ? 


It  did  not  appear  from  the  translation  of  the 
Resolutions  that  I  was  prohibited  from  employing 
the  one-ninth  share.  Moreover  it  seemed  to  me 
improper  to  apply  for  a  loan,  On  which  interest 
must  have  been  paid  while  1  had  money  of  the 
Endowment  in  hand. 


Why  were  not  accounts  balanced  at  the 
end  of  the  year  by  a  return  of  the  sum 
borrowed  from  the  one-nintli  share  in  accord- 
ance with  Rule  5  which  restricts  the  disburse- 
ments of  the  several  shares  to  their  respective 
assets ': 


What  is  meant  by  proposing  to  replace 
the  suras  borrowed  when  there  is  a  surplus 
since  there  can  be  no  surplus  unless  the  dis- 
bursements on  account  of  the  three-ninth  and 
four-ninth  shares  be  reduced  ? 


What  measures  were  taken  for  this  con- 
viction of  the  cash-keeper  for  embezzlement 
and    for   the    recovery    of     any     portion   of     the 


Hrw  is  it  proposed  to  replace  the  sum  of 
Rs.  17,018  stated  to  have  been  applied  towards 
the    three-ninth  and    four-ninth    shares  ? 


I  received  no  orders  from  the  Board  on  this 
point.  The  funds  of  large  institutions  often 
flunctuate.  The  income  of  the  Endowment  having 
been  considerably  reduced  by  Turuf  Busundeah 
being  awarded  to  Torab  Ally  Khan,  there  were 
no  means  of  replacing  the  sums  borrowed  except 
by  applying  for  loans  from  Government  which 
would    involve  the    payment    of    interest. 

As  Rs.  8,612-11-6J  for  the  three-ninth  share 
and  Rs.  11,666-1 1-lOJ  for  the  four-ninth  have 
been  decreed  by  the  Sudd'.r  Dewanny  on  account 
of  Talook  Busundeah  wliich  will  shortly  be  realized 
by  the  sale  of  suretie's  property  alreadj'  attached, 
it  would  be  in  bad  faith  to  reduce  the  cliarities 
of   the    four-ninth   share. 

The  Magistrate  and  Local  Agent  were  early 
informed  of  the  cash- keeper's  absconding  and  Raj 
Kishen  Bukshee  was  apprehended  and  convicted. 
The  property  of  the  embezzlers'  and  their  sureties 
has  been  attached  and  has  in  part  yielded  Rs.  l.UOO. 
The   remaining   pmperty    lies  in  Jesscre. 

I  have  stated  above  how  this  sum  is  to  be 
replaced  from  the  amount  of  decrjes  on  account  of 
Turuf  Busundeah.  Further,  out  of  Rs.  1,21,995-11 
due  from  Putneedars  of  Purgunah  Syedpore 
Rs.  70,915-9-7^  may  certainly  be  realized.  I  write 
this  without  having  received  the  accounts  of  the 
past  year  from  which  the  net  balance  will  be 
known  at  once. 
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5.  The  Mootwalee  it  is  evident,  rests  his  defence  on  his  ignorance 
of  the  extent  of  the  prohibition  conveyed  in  Rule  2  of  the  Resolutions 
referred  to — a  circumstance  which  would  in  some  degree  l)e  exculpatory 
were  there  any  grounds  for  presuming  such  ignorance  really  existed. 
But  it  happens  that  the  Mootwallee  apjjlied  in  the  very  year  in  which 
.the  resolutions  were  passed,  to  receive  the  proceeds  of  the  other  one. 
ninth    share  for    liis    personal   l>enefit    and   was    distinctly    informed    tlirough 

the  Commissioner  of  Burdwan  * 
that  his  claim  was  inadmissible 
and  that  those  assets  could  not  be  placed  at  his  discretionai-y 
disposal. 


'Bo.'iril"s  Orders,  3rd  Xoveniber  1829. 


6.     These    facts    were     subsequently     brought     to    the    notice     of  the 

Mootwallee  in    an     additional     query,     requiring    him   to   account     for  his 

pleading   ignorance     of   the     Board's    orders    thus    reiterated     to   him  and 
his   explanation    Avas   as    follows  :— 

"  After  the  receipt  of  the  translate  of  the  23rd  March  1829,  I 
made  no  apjlication  to  the  Local  Agent  for  liberty  to  employ  the  one- 
ninth  share.  By  the  translation  of  the  Board's  order  of  3rd  November 
1829  it  does  not  appear  that  it  is  prohibitory  to  employ  the  funds  of 
this  share  or  that  it  was  necessaiy  to  keep  the  same  in  deposit.  It 
may  rather  be  understood  that  I  shall  have  no  control 
over  that  which    I    wanted." 


u« 


LJk 


The  Board  cannot    but  regard 


Rule  6  of  tlie  Board's  Resolutions  of  "iSrd 
Marcli   1829— 

"That  the  one-uiuth  sliare  of  the  net  proceeds, 
which  by  the  Towleuttiaiiiah  was  allotted  for  the 
support  of  the  Mootwallee  wlio  Wiis  appointed 
to  manage  tlie  endowed  lands  at  .Jessore  and  which 
appointment  has  been  discontinued  since  the  sale  of 
the  lands  in  Putnee  Talooks  be  hereafter  applied  in 
liquidation  of  such  loa;is  or  outstanding  debts." 

Extract  from  Mr.  Uoramissioner  Braddon's 
letter  of  the  "22  ud  September  f  illowing  paragraph  3  : 
"  Ukbar  Ulee  Klian  represents  that  there  are  no 
debts  to  be  liquidated  and  that  upon  the  abolition 
of  the  office  of  second  Mootwallee  the  late 
Board  authorized  his  (Ukbar  Ullee  Khan's)  re- 
ceiving the  proceeds  of  the  share  in  question  addition 
to  the  one-ninth  which  he  was  previously  in  receipt 
of  I,  therefore,  solicit  the  instructions  of  your  Board 
respecting  the  future  disposal  of  it." 

E.Ktracts  from  the  Board's  orders  ou  the  above 
dated  3rd  November. 

Paragraph  2. — "The  B.)iird  see  no  reason  to  alter  that 
part  of  tlieir  resolutions  of  the  23rd  of  .March  which 
limits  tlie  allowances  of  the  Mootwallee  to  one  of 
ttie  shares  that  he  had  bjfore  enjoyed,  the  duties  for 
which  they  were  originally  'assigQed  by  the  Founder 
having  terminated." 

Paragraph  4. — ''  The  MootwalK-»  is  at  libeaty  to 
suggest  any  special  disbursements  whicli  it  would  be 
consistent  wit'i  the  intentions  of  the  founder  of  the 
Endowment  to  authorize  from  the  available  surplus 
and  the  Board  will  give  due  consideration  to  any 
propositions  ot  his  to  this  effect,  that  you  may  think 
proper  to  recommend,  but  in  the  meantime  the 
resumed  one-ninth  share  of  the  annual  net  proceeds 
from  the  KstiJes  and  the  interest  on  the  sums  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government  Agents,  cannot  be  placed 
at  the  discretional  disposal  of  Syed  Akbar  AUee 
Khan." 


the  ^lootwallee's  plea  of  not  having 
been  aware  of  the  authoritative 
nature  of  the  prohibition  as  a 
subterfuge  unworthy  of  a  moment's 
consideration.  The  extracts  in  the 
margin  appear  conclusive  on  this 
point.  Nor  is  the  reason  assigned 
for  the  misappropriation  entitled 
to  any  more  weight,  for  at  the 
same  tim?  that  a  restriction  was 
laid  on  the  use  of  this  money  an 
easy  procedure  *  was  pointed  out 
by  which  \i[)on  any  emergency  an 
advance  of  money  could  be  ob- 
tained from  the  public  funds. 
It  appears  too  that  loan  of  Rs.  20,000 
was  actually  obtained  by  the 
Mootwallee,  in  1832  from  the 
Collector  of  Hooghly  under  orders 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Burdwan, 
though  without  the  sanction  of 
the  Board  ;  and  this  fact  is  sufficient 
proof  that  no  absolute  necessity 
existed  for  employing  the  assets 
of  the  reserved  one-ninth  ordered 
to    be    held    in    deposit. 
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'Note  to  pnrafjjaph  7. 


8.     The     Mootwallee     has.    indeed,  asserted    that      he      intimated     the 

appropriation    of   the    assets    of   the 
lapsed  one-ninth  share  in  a  Persian 

Rule    2    of  the    Board's    resolution  of   23rd  Mardi       UrzeB     CO     the     Local      Agent      Under 
1829  : 

"  The  Mootwallee  should  not  be  allowed  to  contract 
debts  or  loan  from  individuals  without  the  sanction 
of  the  Commissioner,  to  be  obtained  through  the 
Local    Agent,    to    whom    he  should    apply    whenever 


funds  may  be  required  for  the  purpose  of  the  Endow- 
ment, sucli  funds  then  to  be  supplied  from  any 
surplus  proceeds  of  the  endowed  lands  at  Jessore,  or 
in  cases  of  emergency  by  an  advance  from  the 
Public  Treasury  in  anticipation  thereof  to  whicli 
however  the  sanction  of  the  Sudder  Board  must  be 
obtained. 


1236. 


Rs. 

A. 

G. 

K. 

Drawn  by  MootwsJlee 
Credited  to  lapsed  share 

...    5,488 
...    5,488 

2 
2 

6 
6 

3 
3 

1237. 

Drawn  by  Mootw.'dlee 
Credited  to  lapsed  share 

...    3,884 
...     2,484 

10 
10 

9 

8 

1 

Difference 

...     1.400 

0 

0 

3 

'tSee  separate  paper  annexed. 


date  the  24th  October  1831.  But 
this  intimation,  even  if  clearly  and 
precisely  expressed,  would  not 
justify  a  previous  abduction  from 
the  deposit  funds  ;  nor  would  it 
in  the  least  have  authorized  him 
to  appropriate  the  assets  of  the 
lapsed  one-ninth  until  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Sudder  Board  had  been 
obtained  (paragraph  4  Board's  letter 
3rd  November  1829).  For  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Mootwallee  show  a  sum 
equal  to  that  draw^n  by  himself 
for  1236  B.  S.  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  lapsed  share,  while 
in  the  subsequent  year  1237,  that 
fund  is  credited  with  only  two- 
thirds  of  the  amount  entered  as 
his  perquisite.  Even  if  this  fact 
were  not  a  palpable  evidence  against  the  alleged  intimation  the  Board 
observe  that  the  sentence  (vide  *t  translate  in  the  margin)  conveying 
that  intimation  which  was  not  the  main  and  ostensible  object  of 
the  Urzee  in  question,  is  very  obscurely  worded  and  appears  to  have 
been  introduced  not  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  Local  Agent 
acquainted  with  the  circumstance,  but  with  a  view  to  serve  an  ulterior 
purpose  in  the  event  of  the  detection  of  the  misappropriation  ;  in 
short  to  use  it  in  the  very  manner  in  which  the  Mootwallee  now 
endeavours    to   apply   it. 

9.  There  are  no  means  of  arriving  at  positive  proof  as  to  whether 
this  amount  was  actually  appropriated  to  the  three-ninth  and  four- 
ninth  shares  or  used  by  the  Mootw-allee  for  his  personal  benefit.  The 
system  of  accounts  established  in  1829  is  not  of  a  nature  to  ailmit  of 
any  minute  scrutiny  into  the  expenditure  or  internal  economy  of 
management  ;  indeed  the  necessity  for  such  a  supervision  was  not 
then  contemplated,  and  any  enquiry  of  that  tendency  which  might  be 
instituted  at  this  remote  period  could  not  be  hoped  to  be  successful. 
However,  the  existing  grounds  for  strong  suspicion  are,  the  Board 
think,  very  strong  and  the  Board  do  not  hesitate  to  declai-e  their  own 
impression  arising  from  the  whole  features  of  the  transaction,  that  the 
Mootwallee  has  appropirated  the  monej*  to  his  own  i^enefit.  and 
that  had  he  really  wished  to  make  use  of  it  for  the  alleged 
emei'gencies  of  the  three-ninth  and  four-ninth  shares,  he  would 
have  adopted  plain  and  undisguised  steps  for  obtaining  due 
authority  to  do  so.  This  impression  is  corroborated  by  the  existence 
of  accusations  against  his  honesty  previous  to  1829,  which, 
though    not     then     fully    established,    were    the    immediate    cause     of    the 
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resfriftivn  rules    framod  in   182!)*.      It,  is.   besides,  to    he    apprehended    that 
c.  ,,    ,.  .  .,„.,  V        ,     ,,.         '^^"'  individual,  who  could  make  use 

oi' a  large  sum  of  money  the  inter- 
ferenoi*  with  which,  (he)  had  beoii  expressly  forbidden,  would  not  scruple 
to  appropriate  a  part  or  the  whole  of  it  to  his  own  purposes  ;  for  the 
continued  and  clandestine  infraction  of  those  orders,  in  a  warrant,  the 
Board  consider  the  imi)Utation  of  a  degree  of  duplicity  very  nearly  allied 
to  a  direct  dishonesty.  To  this  it  may  bo  added  that  had  the  money 
l)een  made  use  of  to  meet  any  emergency  (though  as  already  noticed 
such  a  case  was  provided  ft)r),  it  was  the  Mootwallee's  obvious  duty 
to  r{>place  each  sum,  so  appropriated,  so  soon  as  the  proceeds  of  the 
share  to  which  he  hud  applied  it.  reached  his  hands  ;  but  the  actual 
conduct  of  that  individual  has  been  the  very  reverse  of  this,  for  he 
acknowledges  having,  on  several  occasions,  withdrawn  sums  belong- 
ing to  the  one-ninth  ordered  to  be  reserved  without  being  able  to 
quote   a    solitai-y    instance    of  replacement. 

10.  Such  being  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  Boai-d  submit 
to  the  Government  the  propriety  of  removing  Syed  AUee  Akbar  Khan 
from  his  office,  of  appointing  another  individual  as  his  successor,  and  of 
requiring  him  to  refund  the  sum  he  admits  he  has  used  without 
authority,  but  which,  there  exists  strong  presumptive  evidence  for 
believing,    he    has    applied    to    his  private  use. 

11.  The  case  now  re^Dorted  affording  ample  ]>roof  of  the  necessity 
of  inferring,  for  the  future,  further  restrictions  on  the  expenditure  of 
of  the  Imambarah  revenue  and  the  Hoard  would,  therefoi-e,  suggest  the 
following  rules  for  the  purpose  of  completely  guarding  against  future 
misappropriations. 

1st. — That  a  computation  l)e  made  by  taking  the  average  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  last  four  years,  of  the  value  of  a  one-ninth  share, 
and  that  a  sum  equal  to  a  one-ninth  be  paid  in  (juarterh-  instalments 
to   the    Mootwallee    as    his    hxed    salary. 

2nd. — That  a  like  sum  be  kept  in  deposit  by  the  Collector  as  the 
share    of   the    second  Mootwallee. 

;^rd. —  That     in     respect     to     the     four-ninth     share     applicaljle     to     the 

payment       of      pensions,      liospital 

"Extract  from  tlie  orders  of  Goveruineut  dated  Gtli         i       _  i  i.    i  i-    i  ^  j^i 

July  1830,  paragraph  5.    -'The  will  does  not  appear     charges,     and    establishments,     the 

to    convey  to  tlic   MootwallL-e   (whoever  he    may   be)  Mootwallce     be  required     to     furnisll 

any  power  to  iLcrease  the  estahlislimeat,  to  auftnieiit  t             <•        j 

tlie  uuinber  of  peusionera,   or  to  wiibstitiite  others  in  a  llSt     of      the  e8tal)lishments      and 

lieu  of  those  tiained  bv  tlie  founder."  •                               ..i          'i>        i       i.               i 

To    this    order    of    Government    the    .Mootwallee  peHSlOnerS,     aS       the       lowleutuamah 

.leniurred,  as  will  appear  from  tlie  following  passage     neither   empowers    him    to    increase 

from  a  letter  of  tlie  Local  .-Vgeiits  to  the  Commissioner 

of  Bnrdwan,  dated  5th  October  ensuing.  nor     tO    replace     lapSCS     in     the     pen- 

"  He  (the  Mootwallv)  further  observes  that    the  i)en-  •             T    j.          ii      i*        ..i                       j.          i_ 

sion  Will,  executed  by  tlie  Founder,  invests  hi,n    with  ^^O"       ^^^^  '       ^"at           tlie       aSSetS       be 

full  power  to  use   his  own    judgment  in    augmenting.  \^q\(\     j,j      deposit      Until       SUcll       HfitS 
reducing    and     mainlainiuir    all    pensions.      He    takes 

permission  to  refer  to  the  orders  of  Government  of  shall  have  been  prepared,  revised 
dates  3rd  September  1819  and  6th  October  1820,  i  i  /■  i  i  i.  iU 
wherein  a  very  general  discretion  is  allowed  him.  a»^*  "'=^tle  COnformabh^  to  the 
He  conceives  likewise  that  the  same  principle  is  Towleutnailiah,  and  that  in  future  all 
upheld  by  the' Muhammadan  law  in  tlie  due  adminis- 
tration i.f  sucli  trusts."  payments  to  pensioners  and  estab- 
lishments shall  be  disbursed  direct 
from    tlie    Collector's     (jffice     under     observance     of    all    the    precautionary 
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rules  prescril^ed  for  similar  disbursement  when  made  on  tho  part  of 
Government. 

4th. — That  regarding  the  three-ninth  share  for  the  expenses  lioth 
of  the  repair  of  the  Imambarah  and  the  observance  of  religious  cere- 
monies, the  Mootwallee  shall  bo  required  to  submit  for  the  consideration 
and  orders  of  the  Local  Agents  at  the  commencement  of  each  year, 
estimates    of  the    proposed    appropriation    of   this    money. 

5th — That  all  sums  in  the  hands  of  the  present  Mutwalli  be 
immediately  accounted  for  by  him  and  paid  into  the  Collector's 
Treasury. 

6th — That    the    personal    Estates    of   Muhammad   Mohsin*    now    in    the 

o  As  per  list   given  in  by   tl.e  Local   Agents,  26tl,      pOSSeSsion      of       the  ^    Mutwalli.        for 

August,  1829 :—  whicli  he  accounts  in  his  periodical 

Rs.      A.      G.    C.  1        J        1  1 

Khezerpore,  24-Peiganalis,  S.  Jmnma      840     3     9     3       Statements,      be        attached      by       tllB 

S:2Sl.E'"^dea.  -La.hi.a,  M.  ''l^l  \l  'I   2     Collector      of     this      district,      and 
Jur"i"«-  administered      to     as      may     under 

Bang  Baloor,  M.  Junima  ...         32     0     U    0  i      ", 

Emainnagore,  Mursliedabad  ...       42    0    0   0     reference       be       directed       by      the 

flT'TtS^S'^o.u,  in  Ch^:       12    0    n     Commissioner      and       the      Sudder 
surah,  Hoogl.ly.  Board    of     Revenue     Imt     that    the 

net  proceeds  derived  be  held  in  deposit  awaiting  orders  by  competent 
authority  as  being  assests  wholly  disconnected  with  the  trust  or  the 
jurisdiction   of   the  Mutwalli. 

12.  The  Board  propose  to  report  separately  on  the  claim  of  Syed 
Alii  Akbar  Khan  to  receive  a  percentage  on  the  sale  of  the  Putnee 
Taluks  in  the  Syedpore  Trust  Estate,  referred  to  them  on  the  7th 
March    last. 

I   have,    etc.. 


p^S. — Since  the  above  was  written  the  Board  have  received  the 
letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Governor-General  in  Council  under  date 
the  28th  August  last.  It  will  be  perceived  from  the  tenor  of  their 
present  report  that  the  assets  of  the  lapsed  ^th  and  accumulations 
of  the  lapsed  pensions,  to  which,  as  it  appears  from  paragraph  XI  of 
that  letter,  the  Governor-General  in  Council  looked  as  available  for 
general  purposes  of  beneficial  nature,  have  been  misappropriated  by  the 
Government  Agent,  Alii  Akbar,  and  will  not  therefore  be  available 
retrospectively  unless  the  Mutwalli  is  required  as  has  been  recommended 
to   make    restitution. 

A  copy  of  the  instructions  which  have  been  issued  to  the  Local 
Agents  respecting  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  affairs  of  the  Trust 
from  the  year  1829  to  the  ]:>resent  period  is  submitted  for  the  jierusal 
and    aiiprobation    of    the    Right    Honourable    the    Governor. 

1  have  received  the  Purwanah  of  the  l!»th  October  1831.  Accord- 
ing to  the  said  orders  the  expenses  of  repairing  the  Imamljarah 
buildings  will  be  defrayed  out  of  the  i^th  Fund,  Init  at  present  there 
are  no  assets  in  that  share   indeed,  I  take  assets  from  the  share  in  deposit 
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to  defray  the  expense  of  repairs.  The  partiouIarH  are  as  follows  : — 
The  arraiifyeinents  (if  Hadjcc  Molisin  have  been  improved  hy  Govern- 
ment by  the  creation  ol'  the  Putnee  Taluks.  The  rules  for  the 
Madrasah  and  charities  have  been  productive  of  much  benefit.  The 
Hadjecs  and  pilgrims  who  come  to  the  Tmambarah  fi'om  Lucknow  and 
Delhi,  hi.o'hly  e.xr.ol  clie  Musjid.  MadiMsah.  Ho-^pital  and  Travt-llers'  House 
For  several  years  the  affairs  of  the  Imamliarah  have  been  in  a 
prosperous  state  from  1233  to  1237  B.  S.  ;  however  the  trust  property 
was  under  Klias  management  and  the  collusion  of  the  Telisildar  with 
the  ryots  has  been  the  cause  o[  much  loss.  And  also  through  the 
negligence    of   the    Amlah,  the  realizations  have   been    deficient. 

For  this  reason  the  Collector  of  Jessore  dismissed  the  Tehseeldar, 
still  the  balances  for  the  past  years  amounted  to  Rs.  86,483-8-7-1. 
The  statement  sent  herewith  under  the  seal  and  signature  of  the 
Collector  will  atfurd  full  explanation  on  the  point.  On  these  accounts  the 
Holy  works  suffer  much  detriment.  The  servants  and  pensioners  of 
the  establishment  who  have  not  i-eceived  their  allowances  for  six  months 
are  loud  in  their  complaints  against  me.  And  in  this  year,  Mootwallee 
has  received  Rs.  1,975-8-18-0  as  his  share  according  to  the  Towleutnamah. 
If  the  Khasmehals  are  formed  into  Putnee  Talooks  and  the  collections 
from  the  Putnee  Talooks  are  urged  by  the  Huzzor,  the  affairs  of  the 
Institution  can  be  conducted  in  the  same  excellent  way  as  heretofore. 
By  the  orders  of  the  Sudder  Board  of  the  30th  December  1823, 
Rs.  30,000  were  obtained  as  a  loan  and  again  Rs.  8,000  by  the  orders 
of  Government,  1827.  These  sums  were  repaid  on  the  receipt  of  the 
profits  from  the  Syedpore  Estates.  And  now  if  the  favour  of  a  loan 
of  Rs.  20,000  is  granted  under  Rule  2  of  the  Resolution  of  the  Board 
of  the  23rd  March  1829,  it  will  be  of  essential  service.  The  state- 
ment that  was  transmitted  before  regarding  the  repairs  of  the  Imam- 
barah  is  now  resubmitted.  Also  Wasik  AUi  Khan  has  obtained  a  decree 
from  the  court  for  Rs.  7,850  on  account  of  interest  amounting,  with 
costs,  to  about  Rs.  9,000,  a  statement  of  which*  would  have  been  sub- 
mitted   if    it    had    been    received    dated    24th    October    1831. 

Okuek  of  the  Local  Agent  on  the  i-etition. 

The  Mootwallee  requests  by  this  report  a  loan  of  Rs.  20,000  from 
Government,  but  it  does  not  appear  from  what  he  has  stated  why  the 
balances  of  the  Mehals  have  not  yet  been  realised.  Orderel,  therefore, 
that  a  Purwanah  be  directed  to  the  Mootwallee  requiring  him  to  slate 
what  part  of  the  arrears  of  Rs.  86,0u0  is  due  from  the  Putnee  Talook 
and  how  much  from  the  Mehals  held  khas,  why  the  balances  from 
the  Putnee  Talooks  have  not  been  realized  since  that  can  be  easily 
effected  by  Regulation  V^lII  of  1819  ;  and  why  the  provisions  of  that 
Regulation  have  not  been  enforced  against  the  Talookdars.  On  the 
receipt  of  a  i-eport  to  that  effect  the  orders  will  be  issued  on  the 
subject    of    this    petition. 

Dated    24th   October    1831. 
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To 


BoAKD  OF  Revenue. 
No.  95. 

The    Secretary    to   the    Government    of    Bengal, 

Revenue    Department. 


SiK, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  JSoard  of  Revenue  to  acknondedge 
your  letter  No.  11  of  the  2nd  January  last;  directing  the  Iloai'd  with 
the  least  possible  delay  to  give  effect  to  the  Resolution  of  Govern- 
ment contained  in  the  14th  paragraph  of  the  letter  to  the  General 
Committee    of    Public    Instruction. 

2nd. — In  pursuance  of  those  orders,  the  Board  called  upon  the 
Revenue  Accountant  to  prepare  in  communication  with  the  Local  Agents 
at  Hooghly,  and  to  submit  as  soon  as  possible  a  statement  of  the  precise 
amount  of  Funds  which  will  be  disposable  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
a  Collegiate  Institution  on  the  principle  explained  in  the  orders  of 
Government,  and  simultaneously  orders  were  sent  to  the  Local  Agents 
through  the  Local  Commissioner  to  co-operate  with  the  Revenue 
Accountant    in   the    preparation    of    the    statement. 

3rd. — I  am  now  directed  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Right  Hon'ble  the  Governor  of  liengal,  an  account  current  received 
from  the  Government  Agents  through  the  Revenue  Accountant  shewing 
a  sum  of  8,98,400  rupees  invested  in  Government  5  and  4  per  cent 
securities,  which  yield  a  yearly  sum  of  interest  amounting  to  Rs.  44,394 
inclusive  of  a  cash  balance  amounting  to  Rs.  5,243-10-10,  and  also  an 
abstract  statement  prepared  by  the  Local  Agents  on  an  average  of 
three  j'ears'  income  of  the  Trust  Estates  shewing  an  available  yearly 
surplus  of  20,354  rupees  after  paying  -?|th  share  receivable  by  the  Mut- 
wallis,  and  the  two-ninths  sot  apart  for  charges  of  established  pensions, 
Imambarah.    hospital,    etc. 

1    have,    etc., 

(Sd).  J.    R.   COLVIN, 

Secretary  to    Board. 
I'he    21st    Marfl^    1836. 
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8fDi)KK  Board  ok  Rkvenuk. 

No.    34. 

To 

Officiating   Commissioner, 

Mnrshidabad. 

SiK, 

The  Sudder  l^oard  of  Revenue  having  liad  beEore  them  youi- 
letter  No.  169,  dated  the  9th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  the  Hooghly 
Imanibarah    desire    me  to   communicate    as    follows. 

2.  The  Local  Agents  observe  in  their  letter  to  j^our  address  of 
tlie  2nd  ultimo  that  the  ^lutwalli  has  hitherto  considered  himself 
independent  of  their  control,  and  that  they  have  concurred  in  that 
view,  under  tlie  sanction  as  they  imagined,  of  the  Boai-d's  Resolutions 
of   the    23rd    March    1829. 

o.  The  Board  are  surprised  bo  see  such  sentiments  put  forth 
directly  opposed  to  the  tenor  of  the  Resolutions  referred  to.  The 
Local  Agents  must  V)e  aware  tiiat  those  Resolutions  wei-e  framed  ex- 
pressly with  the  view  of  cheeking  certain  irregularities  into  which  the 
Mutwalli  had  fallen  and  of  effectually  guarding  against  the  recurrence 
of  similar  misconduct.  It  is,  tlierefore,  incomprehensible  to  the  Board 
how  the  Local  Agents  would,  otherwise,  construe  those  Resolutions  as 
enjoining  the  duty  ut  watching  over  the  ]\lutvvalli's  administration  of 
the    trust. 

4.  Had  the  Local  .\gents  acted  on  this  obvious  construction  of 
the  Resolutions,  the  affairs  of  the  fmambarah  would  now  have  stood 
upon  a  very  different  footing.  The  Board  accordingly  look  upon  the 
misappropriation  (notwitstanding  the  orders  of  Government  to  reserve 
it)  of  the  lapsed  one-ninth  of  the  income  of  the  Endowment,  the 
inattention  of  the  Mutwalli  to  the  orders  of  Government  restricting 
his  powers  as  to  the  appointment  of  new  pensioners,  and  tlie  numerous 
other  irregular  acts  on  the  part  of  the  xMutwalli,  as  constituting 
serious  irregularities  which  would  not  have  excited,  had  not  tlu*  Local 
Agents  neglected  to  keep  up  a  due  and  systematic  control  over  him 
as  aft'ording  the  only  means  of  enforcing  his  uniform  observance  of 
the  prescribed  Rules  respecting  pecuniary  disbursements.  The  neglect 
of  the  Local  Agents  is  the  more  reprehensible,  since  in  addition  to 
the  powers  vested  in  them  ljy  Regulation  XIX  of  IS  10,  their  control 
was  in  a  manner  strengthened  by  tlie  instructions  and  prohil>itionary 
Rules    above    noticed. 

To  prevent  liowever  any  doubt  on  this  head  for  the  future,  the 
Board  are  pleased  to  direct  that  you  will  call  the  special  attention  of 
the    Local   Agents    to   the    following    instructions  : — 

1st. — To  enter  into  a  strict  and  thorough  scrutiny  of  the  accounts 
of  the  Trust   from  the   date   of  the    Board's   Resolutions.    23rd    March   1.S29. 
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2nd. — To  enquire  into  the  condition  and  resources  of  the  Estates 
comprised  in  the  Trust,  the  nature  and  causes  of  the  balances  which 
have  accrued  on  them,  the  means  in  operation  to  liquidate  them,  and 
then    to   adopt    measures    for    bringing   all    such    balances    to    account. 

3rd. — To  enquire  into  all  lapses  of  pensions  from  the  date  of  the 
Government  letter  (6th  July  1830)  in  which  the  Mutwalli  was 
expressly  told  that  he  did  not  possess  the  power  of  filling  up  lapses, 
reporting  what  parts  have  been  since  that  date  admitted  to  pensions 
by    the   Mutwalli    under    what    considerations    and    upon    what    dates. 

4th. — To  keep  a  strict  supervision  and  scrutiny  over  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Estates  and  over  the  proceedings  of  the  Mutwalli,  to 
examine  closely  and  audit  all  his  accounts  and  to  check  at  once  the 
slightest  deviation  from  the  Rules  already  framed  on  which  the  Local 
Agents  themselves  may  draw  up  to  obtain  a  proper  insight  into  the 
Mutwalli's   management. 

You  will  require  a  report  from  the  Local  Agents,  whenever  they 
shall  have  executed  the  orders  you  will  give  them  in  pursuance  of 
these  instructions,  and  you  will,  with  your  own  sentiments,  forward  it 
for   the    Board's    consideration. 

The   21st    March    1836. 
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No.  529. 

To  J.  H.  CoLviN,  Esq.. 

Secretary,  Sudder  Boartl  of  Revenue, 

Lower  Provinces. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  of  Bengal 
to  transmit  to  you  the  accompanying  copy  of  an  extract,  No.  28,  from 
the  Proceedings  of  Government  in  the  General  Department,  dated  the 
30th  ultimo,  and  to  request  that  the  Board  will  furnish  the  General 
Committee  of  Public  Instruction  with  the  periodical  reports  therein 
referred    to. 

I    am, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Sd.)   Illegible, 
Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal. 

Fort  William, 
The  12th  April  1836. 


Copy. 

No.  28. 

Extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Govoruor- 
General  of  India  in  Council  in  the  General  Department,  under  date, 
the    30th    March    1836. 


No.  81. 

To 

The    General    Committee    of    Public    Instruction. 

Honourable  (Sirs  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  directed  l)y  the  Right  Hon'ble  the  Governor-General  of  India 
in  Council  to  transmit  for  your  information  the  accompanying  copy  of 
an  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Government  of  Bengal  in  the 
Revenue  Department  under  date  the  22nd  instant,  and  to  state  that 
the  Government  Agents  will  be  instructed  to  liold  the  interest  of  the 
accumulated  fund  of  tlie  Hooghly  Imambarah  Endowment  tlitn-ein 
mentioned-  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  for  appropriation  in  the 
manner  ordered  by  the  letter  of  this  Department,  dated  the  28th  October 
last. 
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2nd. — The  Board  of  Revenue  will  further  be  instructed  from  the 
Revenue  Department  to  furnish  the  Committee  with  periodical  i-eports 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  zamindaree  in  Jessore.  in  order  that  the 
division  of  that  income  may  also  l)e  made  as  provided  in  the  same 
orders. 

I    have,    etc.. 

(Sd.)  H.  T.  PRINSEP. 

Secretarj^   to   the    Government. 
Council  Chambek, 

The    30th    March    1836. 

Ordered  that  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  letter  be  sent  to  the  Revenue 
Department  v.-hence  instructions  will  be  issued  to  the  Sudder  Board 
of    Revenue    for    the    purposes    stated    in    the    2nd    paragraph. 
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No.  601. 

To  C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq., 

Officiating  Secretai-y,  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue. 

Lowei'  Provinces. 

Sir. 

Previously  to  disposing  of  the  matter  to  which  your  predecessor's 
letter  of  the  2Ist  ultimo  relates,  I  am  directed  by  che  Right  Honourable 
the  Governor  of  Bengal  to  request  that  the  Board  will  forward  for 
His  Lordship's  information  the  translation  of  their  orders  of  the  3rd 
November  1829,  furnished  to  the  Mutwallee  of  the  Hooghly  Imambarah 
Endpwment  or  a  copy  of  the  same  if  the  original  be  not  forthcoming 
together  with  any  remarks  which  they  may  think  propn*  to  oifer  on 
the    subject. 

1  am. 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Sd.)  Illegible, 
Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal. 

Fort  William. 
The  26th  April   1836. 


201 


202 


No.  200. 


Ti 


1!.      D.     M.\NG1-KS.    KSQ., 


Secn-etary    to   the    Government    of    Bengal, 

Revenue    Department, 
Fort    William. 


SiK, 


Jn    compliance    with    your    letter    under    date    the    26th    April,    I  am 

directed     to     submit     the     original 
=  Vide  iiccmipaiiyiiig  Persian  papers   No8.  1  to     Persian     version*     of     the    Board's 

8  duly  attested  by  the  Chembcrs  of  the  Board  and  a 

tcopy  of  the  Board's  letter  to  the  Local  Commissioner  Orders  of    the    .Srd     November  1829, 

under  date    the  3rd  November    1829,   of    which    the  v-i                     n         ■    \.     t     i_        l^  -nr. 

Persian  paper    n.arked   A    is    the  translation.        ^  ^'^ich  Was     furnished    tO     the  Mut- 

walli    Allee    Akbur    Khan. 

2nd. — In  juiragraph  9  of  their  letter  of  the  21st  March  last  the 
Board  after  having  attentively  considered  the  facts  of  the  case  and 
the  explanation  offered  by  the  Mutwalli.  have  recorded  their  opinion  to 
be  that  the  j\Iut\valli  has  appropriated  this  sum  of  monej'  to  his  own 
benefit. 

3rd. — Giving  him,  however,  the  advantage  of  anj^  doubt  which  may 
arise  from  the  absence  of  direct  and  positive  proof  of  embezzlement 
still  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  his  conduct  has  been  so  highly 
irregular,  and  he  has  so  grossly  contravened  and  neglected  the  Rules 
provided  specially  for  his  guidance  by  disbursing,  without  authority, 
though  he  knew  it  was  incumbent  on  him  to  solicit  authority,  funds 
to  a  large  amount  l)elonging  to  the  endowment,  and  entrusted  to  his 
care    as    to   render    him    wholly   unworthy    of   future    confidence. 

4th. — By  Rule  1  of  the  Code  of  Rules  as  approved  by  the  Board 
and  sanctioned  liy  Government,  he  was  directed  to  restrict  disburse- 
ments to  the  amount  of  net  proceeds  of  the  endowed  Ian  1-  and  the 
several  shares  to  the  purposes  for  whicli  they  are  intended  under  the 
Towleutnamah.  the  Mutwalli  now  admits  that  he  has  contravened  this 
Rule  bj'  misappropriating  the  proceeds  oi  the  gth  lapsed  share  to  the 
fth  and  fth  share.  If  his  story  be  credited,  he  not  only  disbursed  the 
proceeds  of  the  ^th  for  other  shares,  but  he  made  no  adjustment  and 
refund  of  the  sums  so  borrowed  at  the  close  of  the  year,  although  such 
a    refund    was  indispensibly    necessary. 

5th. — By  Rule  VI  also  tlie  proceeds  of  the  ^th  lapsed  share  was 
to  be  appropriated  to  a  ]iarticular  purpose,  it  had  been  enjoyed  by  him 
for -a  time  after  the  removal  of  the  second  Mutwalli,  and  this  he 
himself  states  in  liis  petition  transmitted  by  Mr.  Braddon  with  his  letter 
of  the  22nd  iSeptember  1829,  in  wliicli  he  again  petitions  to  receive  it  ; 
.   ,.  ,    „  ,    ,,  he    is    told    by    the    Board     that    he 

said    itlif    cannot    be    placed  at  his 
discretional    disposal  and  that  in  case    of  any  necessity  for   disbursements, 

tA   Copy  of   Board's   letter,  dated  3rd  November   182;'    will  be   found  in  the  foregoiag  correspondence.      A  Persian 
translation  is  not  traceable. 
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he  must  previously  obtain  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Agents  ;  yet  he 
does  not  hesitate  to  disburse  about  1,20,000  rupees  of  the  said  ,',th 
without    any    attempt    to   obtain    the    sanction    of   superior   authority. 

6th. — The  accompanying  Persian  translation  of  the  Hoard's  Proceed- 
ings of  the  3nl  November  1829  is  tlie  identical  paper  whicli  was 
furnished  to  the  Mutwalli,  AUee  Akbar  Khan  ;  the  point  is  placed 
beyond  a  doubt  by  the  fact  of  his  having  furnished  it  to  ^Ir.  Belli 
with  his  urzee  of  the  28th  ultimo  in  conformity  with  the  orders  of 
the  Board,  and  His  Lordship  wdl  find  that  the  Mutwalli  was  made 
fully  acquainted  with  the  Board's  decision  respecting  the  lapsed  -^h. 
The  Board  were  aware  that  any  copy  in  the  Collector's  office  might 
leave  room  for  cavil  on  the  part  of  the  Mutwalli,  and  the  Board 
would,  therefore,  make  one  remark  on  this  subject  which  is  this  :  that 
the  Mutwalli,  who  has  denied  his  having  been  made  acquainted  with 
the  authoritative  nature  of  the  prohibition,  has  committed  himself  to 
a    deliberate    falsehood. 

7tli — The  Rules  to  which  tlie  Board  have  thought  necessary  to  revert 
were  framed  expressly  and  avowedly  to  guard  against  any  future  mis- 
appropriation or  mismanagement  of  the  Trust,  and  took  their  rise  from 
certain  accusations,  which  had  been  preferred  against  Ali  Akl)ur  Khan 
the  present  Mutwalli,  yet  he  has  violated  the  positive  injunctions  con- 
tained in  these  Rules,  and  the  consequence  is  the  utter  loss  of  this 
large    sum    of    money. 

8th — It  is  not,  as  if  this  money  had  been  appropriated  to  any  useful 
purpose  ;  the  annual  income  of  the  Trust  is  a  sum  separable  into  nine 
shares,  each  share  having  a  distinct  object  consequently  (admitting  to 
be  true  what  Ali  Akbur  states,  and  which  the  Board  believe  untrue)  . 
to  take  a  portion  from  one  share  and  to  disburse  it  on  another  share 
unless  the  sum  be  replaced  within  the  year,  cannot  in  any  way  be 
justified  particularly  when  there  are  Rules  expressly  made  to  guard 
against  such  misappropriation,  and  whicli  in  this  case  was  expressly 
prohibited. 

9th — Viewing  the  present  case  whether  with  reference  to  the  suspicion 
excited  by  the  former  accusations  prepared  against  the  Mutwalli,  and 
which  led  to  the  framing  of  the  Rules,  which  he  has  now  so  grossly, 
if  not  corruptly,  violated,  or  with  reference  to  our  conviction  of  his 
unworthiness  arising  from  the  undoubted  facts,  which  have  been  brought 
to  light,  and  which  the  explanations  furnished  by  him,  have  not  put 
aside,  or  with  reference  to  the  altogether  unsatisfactory  defence  he  has 
oifei'ed,  the  Board  consider  they  would  not  fulfil  their  duty  to  Govern- 
ment and  the  public  otherwise  than  by  declaring  that  they  find  no 
reason  to  alter  the  recommendation  they  have  already  suljmitted  regarding 
this  individual. 

I    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)  F.  I.  HALLIDAY, 

Secretary. 

SuDDER  Board  of  Revenue, 
Fort    William, 
The  6th    June    1836. 
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No.    889. 

To 

F.  I.  Halliday,  Esq., 

Secretaiy    to   the    Sudder    Board    of    Revenue, 

Lower   Provinces. 

Sir, 

The  Right  Honoural)le  the  Governor  of  Bengal  having  had  before 
him  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  with  its  enclosures,  I  am  directed 
to  communicate  the  following  observations  and  orders  upon  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Colvin's  report  of  the  21st  March  last,  relative  to  the  misappro- 
priation of  certain  funds  appertaining-  to  the  Imambarah  at  Hooghly 
by  Syed  Ali  Akbur  Khan,  the  person  appointed  by  Government  to 
administer  that  Institution,  and  upon  the  further  information  supplied  in 
compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  26th  April  last  by  your  letter 
first    cited. 

2.  The  Board  have  clearly  shewn  that  Syed  Ali  Akbur  Khan, 
taking  his  own  statement  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case  to  be 
correct,  has  disobeyed  the  rules  specially  laid  down  for  his  obser- 
vance, and  the  clear  letter  and  spirit  of  the  reiterated  orders  of  the 
3rd  November  1829  (of  which  it  is  proved  that  he  received  a  veiy 
sufficient  translation)  by  appropriating  the  accumulated  proceeds  of  what 
is  termed  the  lapsed  ',th  share  to  the  uses  provided  for  by  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  fth  and  ;7th  shares,  and.  the  Governor  concurs  with  the  Board 
in  opinion  that  there  are  strong  grounds  for  suspecting  that  the  money 
avowedly  taken  fi-om  the  lapsed  ',th  share,  has  not  been  truly  account- 
ed   for    l)y    the    Mootwallee    in    the    statement     dated    the     30th    of    April 

.Account  of  ,',ti,  .hare  :-  '^^t    ^ud     signed    by    Mr.    (JoUector 

Total  Ks.       ...     23,731      Belli,      of      which     an     abstract    is 

Total  disbursements  appropriated  to  uses  .  .  ■         i  i  i 

of  atli  share  ...  ...      5,671     given  in  the  margin,  but   has    been 

Do.  Jth  share  less  inonev  replaced        ...       11,247  i  ii        i  cj         ai"        All 

Emb;..ledbylatecash.keeper  ...         5,299       '^mbezzled        by       hyed        Ah       Akbur 

Balance  in  hand  ...  ...       1,513     Khan.       That      person      has      been 

23.731  allowed  ample  opportunities  for 
lat  urns.  explanation  and  defence,  but  what 
he  has  urged  with  that  tendency  is  altogether  insufficient  and  unsatis- 
factory. His  reply  to  the  additional  query  relating  to  the  orders  of 
the  3rd  of  November  1829  as  given  in  paragraph  6  of  tlie  Board's 
report    of   the    21st    March    last    is    specially    futile. 

3.  Further  it  is  evident  from  the  opening  paragraphs  of  Mr.  Blunt's 
minute  of  the  23rd  of  March  1829  that  the  conduct  of  the  Mootwallee 
previously  to  that  date  had  been  such  as  to  subject  him  to  grave 
suspicions  of  fraud.  Mr.  Blunt  who  argues  in  his  favour  on  the 
grounds  "of  prior  good  character  and  of  "the  absence  of  any  clear  and 
incontestable  proof  of  misconduct  or  abuse  of  trust  "  admits  that  the 
Collector    of     Jessore     had     undoubtedly     brought    to    notice    discrepanoies 
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and  errors  in  the  accounts  of  the  estalilisliment  furnished  hy  the 
Mootwallee  which,  at  an  earlier  period,  it  might  have  been  proper  to 
enquire  into,  and  the  Board  now  state  that  the  existence  of  accusa- 
tions against  the  honesty  of  Ali  Akbur  Klian,  was  the  immediate  cause 
of  tiie  restrictive  rules  framed  in  1829  against  which  that  person  has 
since    so   seriously    transgressed. 

4.  Under  the  circumstances  the  Governor  considers  it  to  l)e  his 
duty  to  direct  the  immediate  dismissal  of  Syed  Ali  Aebar  Khan  from 
the  Mootwallyship  of  the  Imambarah  at  Hooghly.  The  Board  will  be 
pleased  to  direct  accordingly  and  to  nominate  a  successor  to  the  office 
for  His  Lordship's  approval;  whoever  may  be  appointed  to  the  office 
ouo-ht  to  be  required  to  furnish  security  for  his  faithful  discharge 
of    the    pecuniary    trust    confided    to   him. 

5.  If  the  Board  are  of  opinion  that  they  can  establish  the  fact  of 
embezzlement  against  the  Mootwallee  now  dismissed,  by  legal  evidence, 
or  that  there  is  any  process  by  which  they  can  compel  him  to  refund 
to  the  Institution  the  sums  which  they  believe  him  to  have  mis- 
appropriated, they  have  the  Governor's  license  to  proceed,  either  crimi- 
nally or  civilly,  against  the  Ali  Akbur  Khan.  But  His  Lordship 
apprehends  that  unless  other  evidence  than  that  now  before  Govern- 
ment, be  forthcoming,  the  loss  which  the  funds  of  the  Imambarah  have 
sustained  is  irretrievable.  This  persuasion  is  the  more  mortifying, 
because  it  is  evident  that  if  the  Local  Agent  had  been  but  tolerably 
vigilant  and  attentive  to  his  duty,  the  gross  irregularities  or  frauds 
(whichever  they  may  be)  of  which  the  Mootwallee  has  been  guilty,  could 
not    have    been    committed    with    impunity. 

6.  In  point  of  fact  Mr.  Belli  appears  to  have  exercised  no  control 
at  all  over  the  proceedings  of  the  Mootwallee.  He  admits  as  much, 
indeed,  in  his  remarks  of  the  16l1i  of  ^lay  last  appended  to  the  Mootwal- 
lee's  reply  to  the  Board's  query  of  the  7th  idem,  and  it  appears  from 
the  2nd  paragraph  of  your  letter  to  the  Officiating  Commissioner  of 
Murshidabad  dated  the  21st  ultimo,  that  in  a  letter  of  the  2nd  of 
February  last  (not  sent  up),  the  Local  Agents  avow  "  that  the  Moot- 
wallee iias  hitherto  considered  himself  independent  of  their  control  and 
that  they  have  concurred  in  that  view,  under  the  sanction,  as  they 
imagined,    of  the    Board's    Resolution    of   the    23rd    March    1829.  '' 

7.  These,  as  the  Board  justly  i-emark,  are  very  surprising  senti- 
ments to  lie  held  by  officers  acting  under  Regulation  XIX  of  1810,  and 
with  their  hands  strengthened  by  the  very  Resolution,  which  they  have 
regarded  as  restraining  their  interference.  The  Board  will  be  pleased  to 
call  upon  Mr.  Belli  to  submit  to  Government  through  their  office  a  full 
explanation  of  his  apparent  supineness  in  permitting  the  misappropria- 
tion ot  the  proceeds  of  the  one-ninth  share,  directed  to  be  kept  in 
deposit,  with  especial  reference  to  the  clear  and  explicit  orders  upon 
that  head,  conveyed  by  paragraph  4  of  the  Board's  orders  of  the  3rd 
of  November  1829,  in  connection  with  the  circumstances  that  the 
Mootwallee  did  allude  to  the  employment  of  those  proceeds  in  breach 
of  orders    in    his    petition    requesting    the    loan    of   Rs.   20,000,   though    the 
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allusion  was  brief  and  obscure,  and  tbat  (as  appears  from  the  Col- 
lector's remarks  of  the  30th  of  April  last  upon  query  No.  2)  these 
abstractions  appear  to  have  been  entered  in  the  accounts  rendered  to 
Mr.    IJelli's    office    by    the    IMootwallee    from    time    to    time. 

8.  With  regard  to  the  future,  the  Rules  proposed  by  the  Hoard  in 
paragraph  11  of  your  letter  are  generally  approved.  These  wi-th  their 
instructions  of  the  21st  ultimo  (21st  March  1836?)  to  the  Local  Agents, 
appear  to  provide  sufficient  checks  against  malversation.  But  tliey  must 
of  course  insist  upon  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  Local  Agents 
being  practically  efficient.  Tlie  best  system,  if  never  enforced,  will  be 
so  much  more  than  useless,  that  it  will  generate  a  vain  confidence  of 
security.  But  as  minute  and  vexatious  interference  with  the  concerns 
of  an  Institution  partaking  largely  of  a  religious  character  is  to  be 
deprecated,  His  Lordship  does  not  doubt  that  the  Boar  1  will  be  able 
to  devise  a  plan  which  shall  combine  the  protection  and  due  apportion- 
ment of  the  funds,  with  such  a  jlegree  of  free  action  on  the  part  of 
the  ^lutwalli,  in  regard  to  all  matters  of  detail  and  subordinate  ad- 
ministration, as  shall,  as  well,  preclude  the  necessity  of  any  interfer- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  Government  in  matters  connected  with  reli- 
gion, as  the  excitement  or  irritation  or  discontent  among  the  Mahomedan 
population   connected    with    or  interested    in    the    Tmambarali. 

9.  With  reference  to  No.  3  of  the  Rule  above  noticed  and  to 
the  orders  of  Government  dated  the  6th  of  July  183U,  the  Governor 
directs  that  all  pensions  granted  by  the  Mutwalli  subsequent  to  that 
date,  and  in  defiance  of  those  orders,  (which  his  remonstrance  proves 
that  he  understood)  be  immediately  cancelled.  But  the  instructions  of 
the  Board  to  the  Local  Agents  in  regard  to  this  matter  ought  never- 
theless   to   be    carried    into  effect.  • 

10.  The  original  papers  received  with  your  letter  are  herewith 
returned. 

I  am, 

Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  R.  D.  MANGLES. 
Secretary    to   the    Governmenf    of    Bengal. 

Fort  William. 
The  l-lth  June  1836. 
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vSuDDER    Board  of    Revenue, 
The  20th  June  1836. 

No.  143. 

To 

The  Local  Agents, 

Hooghly.  • 

Sir. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to  transmit  to 
you  the  accompanying  copy  of  the  orders  of  Government  No.  889, 
dated    the    14th    instant. 

2.  You  will  be  ]  (leased  to  cause  the  immediate  dismissal  of  Syed 
Ali  Akbar  Khan,  !Mutwalli  of  the  Imambarah  at  Hooghly,  and  you  will, 
for  the  present,  conduct  the  current  duties  of  the  Towleut  by  means  of 
the  umlah  now  in  the  j\Iutwalli'8  ofl&ce  until  a  successor  can  be  appointed 
requiring  the  Deputy  Mutwalli  immediately  to  take  charge  of  the  office 
and    all    records   belonging   to  it   from    Syed   Ali  Akbar   Khan. 

3.  The  Board  request  that  you  will  expedite  the  enquiries  which 
you  have  commenced  into  the  Mutwalli's  accounts  as  it  is  highly 
desirable  that  everything  connected  with  his  past  administration  should 
be    brought    to   light    without    loss    of   time. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Sd.)  Illegible, 

Secretary. 
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No.  26. 

To  F.  I.  H.\i.Mi)AY,  Ksq., 

Secretary  to  the  Siulder  Board  of  Revenue, 

Fort  William. 

Sii;. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledj^e  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  20th  instant,  with  its  enclosure,  and  beg  to  state  that 
we  have  this  day  carried  into  etlect  the  orders  of  Government  respect- 
ing the  dismissal  of  Syed  Akljar  Allee  Khan  and  the  temporary  appoint- 
ment  of  Meer   Ghalih    Allee. 

2.  We  consider  it  our  duty  at  the  i^'ame  time  to  inform  the 
Board  that  Meer  Ghalib  Allee  is  the  son-in-law  of  tlie  late  Mutwalli. 
and  has.  for  many  years  past,  had  the  real,  although  nor  rlie  respon- 
sible, management  of  the  Institution,  adverting  to  this  fact,  we 
have  considered  it  advisaljle  pending  the  instructions  of  the  Board,  to 
remove  all  the  money  l)elonging  to  the  -^th  share  from  the  Imam- 
l)arah  to  the  Government  I'riiasury.  Trusting  that  tiiis  step  will  meet 
with    thr    ai)proval    of    thi-    Board. 

We  havi'  the  honour  to  be. 

iSll!, 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 

(Sd.)   W.   H.   BKLLl. 
(Sd.)  K.  A.  SAMUKLLS. 

(Sd.)    IlJ.EGlHl.K. 

Local  Agents. 

Loc.'VL  Agents'  Ui'fick.  Hooiaii.Y, 
The  22nd  -lune  18,^6. 
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25th  June  1836. 
No.  147. 

To 

The  Local  Agents,  Hooghly. 

''tENTLEMEN, 

The  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  having  had  before  them  your 
letter  No.  26  of  the  22nd  instant,  direct  me  to  instruct  you  in  reply 
to  place  for  the  present  any  person  in  charge  of  the  aftairs  of  the 
Towleut  who,  in  your  judgment,  may  appear  trustworthy,  and  preven- 
ting all  interference  in  them  by  Meer  Ghalib  Allee,  of  whom  you  state 
that    he    is    a    near   connection    of   the    late    Mutwalli. 

I   have,    etc., 

(Sd.)  Illegible, 
Secretary. 
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No.  28. 

To 

F.  J.  Halliday,  Esq., 

Secretary  to  the  Sudder  Board  .of  Revenue, 

Fort  William. 

Sir, 

In    conformity    with    the    orders    conveyed     to   us     in    your     letter     of 

the    25th   instant    we    have    the    honour    to    infoi-m    you    that     we    have 

selected    Syed    Zynuddeen    Hossain,   the     son    of    Maulvi    Kurm    Hussain 

Khan,   for   the   present    charge    of   the   affairs    of   the   Hooghly     Imambara. 

2.  The  limited  number  of  respectable  Sheas  resident  in  Hooghly 
has  left  us  little  choice  in  the  selection  of  a  person  for  this  office. 
We  have,  however,  been  acquainted  with  Moulvi  Zynudeen  for  some 
time  past,  and  have  perfect  confidence  in  his  judgment  and  abilities. 
We  trust,  therefore,  that  his  appointment  will  prove  favourable  to  the 
interests    of   the    institution. 

3.  We  have  sent  for  the  Syed  to  Calcutta  and  shall  appoint  him 
on    his    arrival. 

We   have   the    honour   to   be. 

Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servants, 

(Sd.)     W.  H.  BELLI, 

E.  A.  SAMUELS, 
WISE, 

Local    Agents. 

Local  Agents'  Office,  Hooghly. 
The    29th    June    1836. 
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No.  loo. 

Sudder    Board    of   Revenue. 


To 

Bei.ij,   Esq. 


Local    Agent.   Hooghlj\ 

Sn:. 

I    am    directed    to     forward     for    your     information,     copy    of   a    letter 
from  tbe  Sudder    Revenue    Department    of    14tb 

"■   lide  preceding  papers.  i    ■  *    x^ 

ultimo,  ^»o.  889,  and  to  request  that  you  will 
submit  tbrougb  tbe  Board  tbe  explanation  called  for  in  paragi'apb  7  of 
rhat  letter^ 

I    bave,   etc., 

(Sd.)    Illegible. 

The    ."itb    .luly    18ofi. 
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Sudder    Hoard    ui    Revenue. 

To 

Secretary    to  (xovernineiit, 

Revenue    Department. 

Sir, 

1  am  directed  by  the  Siidder  JJoard  oi'  Revenue  to  reques*  that 
you  will  submit  tor  the  consideration  and  oi-ders  of  the  Right  Honour- 
able the  Governor  of  Bengal  the  accompanying  copies  of  their  respec- 
tive notes  involving  a  difference  of  opinion  regarding  the  selection  of 
a  suitable  person  to  fill  the  office  of  Mutwalli  to  the  Imambarah 
at    Hooghly. 

2.  For  this  appointment  there  are  twelve  applicants,  many  of  whom 
being  of  the  Soonee  persuasion  are  disqualified.  Of  those  to  whom  this 
objection  does  not  lie,  the  Senior  Member  is  of  opinion  that  Mirza 
Mohamed  Ishpahanee,  a  merchant  of  great  respectability  and  considerable 
wealth,  is  the  most  eligible  provided  he  devotes  sufficient  time  to  the 
performance  of  the  duties  which  he  promises  he  will  do.  To  his 
nomination,  however,  the  Junior  Member  objects  on  the  ground  that 
his  occupations,  unless  he  should  relinquish  his  mercantile  pursuits, 
would  not  leave  him  time  to  devote  sufficient  attention  to  the  faithful 
discharge  of  the  responsible  duties  that  would  devolve  on  him,  and  the 
performance  of  which  is  totally  incompatiljlc  with  his  residing  else- 
where than  Hooghly.  In  addition  to  which  tlie  Junior  Member  is 
aware  of  no  claim  on  the  score  of  previous  service,  which  can  be 
advanced  by  him  as  entitling  iiim  to  succeed  to  so  valuable  and 
honourable  appointment.  He  considers  that  Moulvi  Zainuddin  of  whose 
abilities  and  judgment  the  Local  Agents  in  their  letter  to  the  lioard 
of  the  21)th  June  last  (copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent)  siieak  highly, 
would     be     the     preferable    jierson    of    the    present     applicants    to   fill     the 

•  Tlic-  .Junior  Muini.e,'  i,eg«  tu  refer     situation    but    lie   is    by     uo     uieaus     satisfied 
to  his  furtiier  note  ..t- ti,e  25tl>  instant,     ^itu    the    nominations*      being   desirous     that 

and  tlie  proeeeumgsot  Jlaunssa  luiaer  _  o  ' 

date  the  I itii  Angiist  1832,  respecting     the    appointment    should    bc     given     to     some 

this  caiitliilate  , 

person,  whose  previous  well-earned  character 
would  be  a  pledge  to  the  Government  for  his  faithful  discharge  of 
the    duties    of    ^Mutwalli. 

3.  Zoinudeen  is  only  21  years  of  age,  and  the  Senior  Member 
withholds  his  consent  to  his  appointment  on  the  score  of  his  youth 
and    for    the    other    reasons    assigned. 

4.  The  original  applications  of  the  two  al)ove  named  candidates 
are    herewith    submitted    for    His    Lordship's    inspections. 

(Sd.)  li.i.KGiin.K. 
The .  20tli    August    1836. 
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To 


No.    336. 


Secretary    to   Government, 

Revenue    Department. 


SuDDER   Board   of    Revenue, 
9th   September    1836. 


Sir, 


I   am    directed    by   the 


Minutes. 
1836. 
Secoud  Member    5th  July. 
Senior      ditto       5th     „ 
Second     ditto       9th  August. 
Senior      ditto     Uth      „ 
Second     ditto     l.Stli      „ 
Ditto     ditto     25th      „ 
Senior      ditto     26th       „ 

1832. 
Madrassa  Proceedings  11th  August. 


selection     of    a    suitable    person 
Imambarah   at    Hooghly. 


Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  with  reference 
to  your  letter  of  the  14th  June 
last  to  request  that  you  will 
submit  for  the  consideration  and 
orders  of  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Governor  of  Bengal  the 
accompanying  copies  of  their  res- 
pective notes,  involving  a  differ- 
ence    of       opinion      regarding      the 

to   fill     the     otiice     of     Mutwalli     to     the 


Alimeed  Kabir. 

Hafizuddeen  Ahmed. 

Mirza  Muhanimed  Mehdee  Islipahanee. 

Zynoodeen  Hossain. 

Wasickally  Khan. 

Muhammed  Moostakeen. 

Ameenuddin  Muliammed. 

Syed  Galeeb  Alii. 

Buzlul  Hoesain. 

Ady  Mehdy  Khan  Baiiadur. 

Meerza  Abul  Kasem. 

Meerza  Muhammed  Mehdy. 

Syed  Sooban  Ally  Khan. 

Syed  Dad  Ally. 

Syed  Sanab  Ally. 


2nd.— For    this    appointment    there  are    fifteen    applicants    as   noted    in 

the  margin,  some  of  whom  being 
of  the  Soonee  pursuasion,  are  dis- 
qualified ;  of  those  to  whom  this 
objection  does  not  lie,  the  Senior 
Member  is  of  opinion  that  Mirza 
Muhammud  Mehdee  Ishpahanee,  a 
merchant  of  great  respectability 
and  considerable  wealth  is  the 
most  eligible,  provided  he  devotes 
sufficient  time  to  the  perform- 
15.  ance     of     the     duties,   and     which 

he  promises  he  will  do.  To  his 
nomination,  however,  the  Junior  Member  objects  on  the  ground  that 
his  occupations  unless  he  should  relinquish  his  mercantile  pursuits 
would  not  leave  him  time  to  devote  sufficient  attention  to  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  the  responsible  duties  that  would  devolve  on  him 
and  the  performance  of  which  is  totally  incompatible  with  his  resid- 
ing elsewhere  than  at  Hooghly.  In  addition  to  which,  the  junior 
member  is  aware  of  no  claim  on  the  score  of  previous  service,  which 
can  be  advanced  by  him  as  entitling  him  to  succeed  to  so  valuable 
and  honourable  an  appointment.  He  considers  that  Moulvi  Zynood- 
deen,  of  whose  abilities  and  judgment  the  Local  Agents  in  their 
letter  to  the  Board  of  the  29th  June  last  (copy  of  which  is  here- 
with   sent)    speak    highly,    would   be    the   preferable   person   of    the  present 
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applicants     to    fill     the    situation,    but    he    is    by    no   means    satisfied    with 

the     nomination*     being     desirous, 

^  Jiiiiiur  Meiulier  bcj;s  to  refer   to  liis  furtliir  note 

of  the  25tl.  AuRiist  1836  ai.<l  tlie  pro(oedinc;s  of  tiic     that     the    appomtment     should     be 

Madra«sa  under  date  tl.o  lUl,   AM„wt  1832  roBpechn^         j^.^^^^     ^^    ^^^^^^  .^^^      ^^ 

this  candidate.  "  _  k  '  i 

vious  well-earned  character  would 
be  a  pledge  to  the  Government  for  his  faithful  discharge  of  the 
duties  of   MutwalH. 

ord. — The  Senior  Member  bids  me  state,  that  his  original  objection 
to  Zynooddeen  was  that  he  is  only  21  years  of  age,  but  since  then 
the    Board    have    obtained    from    Captain     Onsely    the    proceedings    of    the 

Madrassa    (annexed    to     this     letter 

t  Not  traceable.  i      ^  ±      a  \         i  •    i 

marked  J  A)  which,  together  with 
information    from    the     same     source,     led     to    the     Junior   Member's    nott^ 

of     the     25th    and     to    the      Senior 

X  Senior    Member    bids    nie    .solicit  attention  to  tiie       -«/r        ,        i     + 
coneluding  part    of   the    4tli  paragrapli    of  that   note       Member  S  J        llOte        01        the        26th 

1833.'"  ""  ""'"'  "'  ^''"■^''"°'"^"*  '^''"^  '^^''  ■^"'''     ultimo.       These    papei-s    will     shew 

that  the  additional  objections 
now  exhibited  against  Zynooddeen  are — 1st,  that  he  did  not  leave 
the  Madrassa  creditably  ;  2nd,  that  he  has  no  claim  of  service 
rendered  to  the  State  or  other  respectability  of  character  established 
to  entitle  him  to  the  Board's  recommendation  for.  such  an  appointment 
The  Senior  IMember  has  further  observed  that  he  attaches  more 
importance  than  his  colleague  appears  to  do,  to  the  circumstances 
of  discredit  connected  with  Zynooddeen's  resignation  of  the  'Madrassa 
and  particularly  because  he  refused  investigation,  and  entertaining  this 
opinion,  the  Senior  Member  has  proposed  that  Zynudeen  be  immediately 
removed  from  the  temporary  charge  of  the  office  of  ]\Iutwalli.  given 
to  him  by  the  Local  Agents,  manifestly  without  due  previous  enquiry. 
The  Junior  Member  conceives  that  he  has  already  visited  ]\Ioulyi 
Zynudeen  Hossain  with  consequences  fully  commensurate  to  the  extent 
of  his  juvenile  indiscretions  in  the  Madrassa  by  withdrawing  from 
him  his  nomination  to  the  situation  of  Mutwalli.  He  cannot  consent 
to  attach  a  stigma  to  his  name  which  would  be  prejudicial  to  his 
future  prospects  in  life,  by  removing  the  ]\Ioulvi  from  the  temporary 
charge    of   the    office    during   the    brief   period    he    will    officiate. 

4.  All  the  original  applications  of  the  candidate*  are  hereAvith 
submitted    for    His    Lordship's    inspection. 

I    have    etc., 
(Sd.)  Illkgihle. 


Second  Memuku's    ^Iinutk 

HoOGHl.V    MuTWAl.lJSHir. 

There  are  two  applications  in  the  bundle.  Ahmed  Kubeer  who 
from    his    being   a    Soonee    is    disqualified. 

j\Iirza  Mahomed  Mehdee  Ishpahanee  :  a  merchant  of  great  respect- 
ability,   and    I    hear   of    considerable    wealth. 
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There  is,  therefore,  no  selection  in  the  case,  the  latter  personage, 
if  it  be  correct  that  he  has  considerable  niercantih-  business,  wliich 
occupies  a  gi-eat  portion  of  his  time,  could  only  bo  eligibhj  to  this 
well-paid  and  important  situation,  provided  ho  relinquished  his  business 
and    gave    up    his    whole    time    to    the    atFairs    of    the    Towleut. 

2.  I  am  inclined,  however,  to  think  that  we  should  make  no 
hasty  choice  that  gi-eater  publicity  should  be  given  to  the  circums- 
tance of  the  situation  being  vacant  ;  there  is  not  a  doubt  that  if  this 
is  done  many  more  applicants  will  appear.  I  think  we  should  also 
make  due  enquiry  whether  there  may  not  be  any  Muhammadans,  who 
have  gone  thi-ough  a  long  service  under  Government,  sustaining  a 
high  chai'acter  for  fidelity  and  integrity  and  ability  such,  for  instance, 
as  the  class  of  Sudder  Araeens,  etc.  ;  this  information  might  be 
acquired  by    a    reference    to    the    Secretary   in    the    Judicial    Dt'partment. 

(Sd.)  C.  W.  SMITH, 

5th  Julv  1836. 


Sexioi;    Member's   Mixute. 

I  have  had  read  to  me  a  great  many  petitions,  and  I  request,  as 
they  are  recorded,  our  Secretary  will  have  the  goodness  to  have  them 
laid  before  the  Junior  Member.  If  the  Secretary  in  the  Judicial 
Department  will  take  the  trouble  of  this  piece  of  patronage  iiy  all 
means,  let  us  write  to  Government  to  make  it  over  to  him  and  relieve 
us  of  it  Imt  I  object  to  half  measures.  We  are  or  we  are  not  able 
and  competent  to  make  a  selection.  I  think  it  would  be  more  grati- 
fying to  the  Mahomedan  population  to  have  a  Mutwalli  who  liad  not 
been  a  Government  stipendiarj',  and  more  specially  one  who  had  not 
been  in  the  abuse  of  power  over  them.  Wei'e  it  an  E^nglish  Endow- 
ment and  in  England,  the  priests  would  soon  prevent  such  an  appoint- 
ment Ijeing  made  a  means  of  saving  a  pension  to  Gov'ernment  or  a 
job  by  serving  Government  officers.  The  pul>lic  have  very  few  oppor- 
tunities of  being  served  and  these  appointments  ought  to  be  filled  by 
selection    of  proper    individuals  from   the   people. 

All  I  desire  is  that  a  Shea  of  great  respectability  in  point  of 
character  and  talent,  such  a  man  as  would  be  universally  respected 
and  liked,  such  a  man  as  would  do  honour  to  the  station,  and  not 
the  station  do  honour  to  him,  should  be  selected  and  appointed.  These 
objects  cannot  be  attained  Ijy  our  choosing  any  of  our  own  officers. 
The  public  desire  a  disinterested  person,  and  it  may  be  tliey  will  say 
it    is    a    job. 

(Sd).  J.  PATTLE. 

.')th  Julv  1836. 


I  have  carefully  read  the  applications  for  the  situation  of  Mutwalli. 
It  is  unfortunate  enough  that  the  only  candidates  who  possess  the 
requisite    qualifications  of   "past  employment"  and   "weight    of  character" 
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comliiiK-d,  sluiuld  lie  Soonoes.  They  are  Ahmed  Kabir,  the  Eiiiam 
of  the  Madrasa  for  the  List  27  years,  and  Hafizuddeen  Ahmed,  the 
principal    Sadder    Aiimeen    of   the    Civil    Court    of    the    24-Parganas. 

The  endowment  is  of  the  Shea  persuasion  and  it  would,  therefore, 
be  highly  inexpedient  to  appoint  a  Soonee.  Of  the  remaining  applicants, 
I  consider  Moulvi  Zynuddeen  to  stand  next.  He  is  a  well-spoken  and 
intelligent  man,  was  educated  at  the  Madrasa.  and  was  deemed  so  good 
a  scholar  both  in  Arabic  and  English  at  the  recent  examination  of 
candidates  for  oriental  Masters  to  the  Hooghly  College  that  he  was 
selected  by  Messrs.  H.  Shakespear  and  Sutherland  and  myself  for  one 
of   the   situations. 

He  also  appears  to  have  the  confidence  of  the  Local  Agents  who 
in  their  letter  of  the  29tli  June  last  speak  of  Moulvee  Zeenuddeen  as 
a  person  in  whose  judgment  and'  abilities  they  have  full  confidence.  He 
is  23  years  old  and  looks  more  than  that  age.  I  have  thus  given 
my  opinion  as  to  the  candidate  I  should  select  from  among  those 
who  have  ap])lied  for  the  situation,  but  I  must  own  that  it  seems  to 
me,  we  might  have  found  an  individual  better  qualified  than  any  one 
who  has  come  to  us  so  far  as  past  employment  is  concerned,  had  we 
carried  our  enquiries  into  the  Judicial  Department  whence  among  the 
principal  Sudder  Ameens  or  Moulvees  of  the  Courts,  an  individual 
might  have  been  found  whose  well  tried  integrity  of  character  might 
add  the  claim  of  long  sei'vice  and  official  experience,  and  whose  selec- 
tion )night  prove  a  stimulus  to  the  whole  body  of  native  function- 
aries   in    the    Judicial    and    Fiscal   Departments. 

(Sd.)  C.   W.  SMITH, 

Second   Member, 
The    9th   August    1836. 


Senior  Member's  Minute. 

I  have  no  objection  Avhatever  to  our  enquiries  for  a  fit  person 
being  extended  and  prolonged,  if,  by  so  doing  a  more  fit  candidate 
than  any  that  have  yet  petitioned  can  be  found.  I  repeat,  all  I 
desire  is,  that  a  Sheea  of  great  respectibility  in  point  of  character 
and  talent,  such  a  man  as  would  be  universally  respected  and  generally 
approved,  I  mean  such  a  man  as  would  do  honour  to  the  station, 
and  not  receive  honour  from  the  office,  should  he  selected  and 
appointed. 

2nd. — As    it    is   a    post    of   considerable    responsibility    and    trust    and 

as     great     abuses     have     prevailed     during  the     time    of   the   late    Mut- 
walli,     it    appears     to     me    highly     advisable     that    his     successor     should 

lie    a     man     of     independent     circumstances  and    not    an    individual   with 

whom    the    stipend    of    one-ninth     would     be  positively     necessary     as     a 

source    of    maintenance,    and     therefore    the  principal     object     for     which 
the   appointment    would    be    sought. 


218 


■3rd. —  I  moan  no  disrespect  to  the;  Local  Agents,  but  J  i)laco  no 
particular  contidL-ncn  in  their  opinion.  Mr.  Belli's  ne<?locts  occasioned. 
that  the  late  Mutwalli's  malpractices  have  remained  so  long  con- 
cealed, and  Mr.  Samuels  and  Mr.  Wise  have  had  no  opportunites  or 
experience,  but  were  it  otherwise  I  would  never  give;  my  consent  to 
the  appointment  of  Moulvi  Zynuddin.  His  age  would  make  the  appoint- 
ment absurd  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  What  should  we  think  of 
a  Bishop  barely  past  his  minority  or  of  the  Government,  who  would 
expect  the  people  to  approve  and  respect  such  a  choice.  Hut  that 
the  natives  are  beyond  all  other  people,  forbearing  and  submissive,  I 
should  expect,  they  would  forcibly  resist  and  expel  such  an  individual, 
if  appointed  Mutwalli.  For  a  priesthood  in  all  countries  there  is  a 
strong  prejudice  in  favour  of  age  and  great  experience,  and  assuredly 
this  prejudice  exists  nowhere  to  so  great  a  degree  or  with  such 
invarial)le    force    as    with    the  Mahomedans. 

•ith. — I  have  understood  after  particular  enquiry  that  all  our 
Sudder  Ameens  and  Law  officers  are  Soonees,  otherwise  there  may  be 
amongst  them  some  men  in  all  respects  qualified  for  such  a  trust, 
but  official  service  and  experience  would  to  my  judgment,  consti- 
tute no  ground  of  qualification.  1  have  yet  to  learn  that  being 
a  good  Judge  or  a  good  Lawyer  will  help  to  qualify  a  man  to  be 
a  good  priest  or  that  the  education  and  practice  required  to  form 
the     former,    can,    in     any  degree    assist    in  qualifying  for    the  latter. 

5th. — Of  all  the  candidates  that  have  yet  presented  themselves, 
I  should  say  the  8heea  sect  of  (,he  Mahomedan  population  would 
prefer  Mirza  Mohammed  Mehdee  Ishpahance,  of  course  he  would  not 
be  selected  unless  he  can  afford  time  to  perform  duties.  He  has 
an  Imambarah  and  for  years  has  presided  in  it.  Amongst  his  sect, 
indeed,  everywhere  he  bears  a  high  character  and  as  he  is  reported 
to  be  very  wealthy,  it  is  fair  to  presume  he  seeks  the  appoint- 
ment because  it  would  be  in  the  eyes  of  people  an  honourable  distinc- 
tion ;  I  believe  no  pei'sons  in  Calcutta  are  more  competent  to  form  from 
their  experience  of  Asiatic  literary  attainments  a  more  correct  judgment 
than  Mr.  W.  H  Macuaghten  and  either  Mr.  H.  T.  or  Mr.  J.  Prinsep 
and  I  am  content,  if  mj-  colleague  will  assent  that  we  should  solicit 
them  (not  officially)  to  make  a  selection  from  the  candidates  giving 
them  the  petitions  and  our  opinions  or  not  as  my  colleague  may 
prefer. 

(Sd.)    J.    PATTLK, 
The    nth    August  1836. 


Second    Member's   Minute. 

I  do  not  wish  to  prolong  this  discussion  but  I  have  made  my. 
self  badly  understood,  if  I  have  not  clearly  shewn  that  it  is  not  my 
wish     to     confine    the    nomination    to     the    present       applicants    and    thai 
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my  selection  would  not,  in  all  prolsalnlity,  fall  upon  Zynooddeen,  had 
the  Senior  Member  consented  to  the  more  extended  enquiry  for  a 
suitable  individual  to  fill  the  pest  of  .Mootwallee  which  I  previously 
advocated. 

Mirza  Mohamed  Mehdee  Ishpahanee  is  a  respectal)le  merchant 
and  is  said  to  be  wealthy  but  his  very  occupations  unless  he  agreed 
to  relinquish  his  ti-ade,  would  make  him  ineiigiljlo  for  the  situation 
ol'  ^lootwallee. 

The  Mootwallee  is  not  a  Priest,  nor  has  he  any  concern  with  the 
performance  in  his  own  person  of  religious  ceremonies.  He  is  the 
guardian  of  all  matters  appertaining  to  the  Waqf,  and  the  general 
Superintendent  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  trust  and  to  look  after 
the  affairs  connected  with  it.  I  do  not,  therefore,  perceive  the  relevancy 
of  the  comparison  to  ;  Priests  and  Bishops  ;  I  request  that  a  letter 
may  be  submitted  to  Government,  mentioning  tiie  nomination  of 
each  member  and  a  copy  of  the  several  notes  of  the  membei's 
which  will  show  the  nature  of  the  difference  of  opinion  better  than 
any    detailed    letter    could    do. 

The  loth   August    1836. 


(Sd.)    C.    W.    SMITH. 


The  delay  in  transmitting  our  reference  to  C4overnment  arising  from 
the  unexpected  circumstance  of  the  minutes  written  subsequently  to  my 
note  of  the  9th  August,  having  been  mislaid,  enables  me  to  annex  to  the 
papers  which  will  accompany  the  reference,  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
of   the    Calcutta    Madrasah    under    date    the    11th    August    1832. 


.1  *  *  «  * 

4.  I  have  little  doubt,  however,  that  an  individual  of  the  Sheeah 
sect  possessing  such  a  high  character,  may  be  found  by  instituting 
enquiries  in  the  Judicial  Department,  which  will  be  so  niuch  better 
made    by    the    issue    of    orders    from    Government    in    that    Depai'fc'ne:;t. 

5.  T  do  not  conceive  it  necessary  to  delay  this  reference  with  a 
hope  of  the  Minutes  being  found,  which  are  now  missing.  They 
contained  little  else  of  consequence,  save  the  objections  of  my  colleague 
to  the  nomination  of  Zeenuddeen  which  I  had  made  conditionally  in 
my  note  of  the  9th  instant,  the  objections  founded  upon  his  being  too 
young  for  the  appointment  and  of  the  inexpediency  of  vesting  one  so 
young  with  the  discharge  of  all  the  religious  rites  appertaining  to  the 
priesthood,  with  an  argument  founded  by  the  analogous  case  of  a 
Bishop  or  of  a  Priest  in  our  own  church  being  invested  with  such 
functions    and    placed    in    the    pulpit    at    so    tender   an    age. 

6.  To  this,  in  my  succeeding  note  I  objected  that  the  appoint- 
ment    of     Mootwallee     was     not     in     any    respect     of    a     religious     nature 
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wholly    restricted    to    the   general    superiuteiideuoe    of    the    interests    oC  the 
Trust. 

7.  The  more  1  consider  the  |)revious  history  of  this  Trust  from 
the  period  when  by  the  demise  of  the  Founder,  it  fell  into  the  hands 
of  Mootwallees,  the  more  am  I  convinced  that  the  greatest  caution 
should    be    observtnl    in    the    present    selection    of   such    an    officer. 

8.  From  the  very  first,  the  office  has  been  .  aliased,  the  former 
Mootwallees  alienated  the  villages  by  false  and  fictitious  deeds,  and  they, 
as  well  as  the  last  Mootwallee,  grossly  abused  the  confidence  placed  in 
them    and    embezzled   the    Funds    to   their    own    private    purposes. 

!).  Upon  this  head,  I  am  unable  to  discover  any  guarantee  we 
should  possess,  wei-e  Hazee  JMirza  Muhammad  Ishpahanee  nominated 
to  the  appointment  which  would  prevent  the  recurrence  of  similar 
scenes  not  by  himself,  but  by  those,  whom,  from  his  other  avocations, 
he    would    necessarily    depute    to   perform    the    duties. 

10.  We  require  an  individual  who  can  give  his  whole  time  to 
the  interests  of  the  institution,  who  is  prepared  to  reside  at  Hooghly 
and  to  give  up  all  other  pursuits,  who  can  bring  the  evidence  of  a 
life  spent  in  the  active  discharge  of  responsible  public  duties,  to  ins- 
pire us  with  the  requisite  confidence  and  to  whom  we  can  look  for  a 
personal  discharge  of  the  duties,  instead  of  his  confiding  them  to  a 
Deputy.  It  is  for  these  reasons  that  I  dissent  from  the  appointing  of 
Hazi  Mirza    Muhammad    Mehdee    Ispahanee    to    this    office. 

11.  In  the  above  remarks  I  wish  to  be  distinctly  understood,  as 
not  impugning,  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  character  of  the  Hajee  who 
is  reputed  to  be  a  wealthy  and  respectable  merchant. 

12.  I  request  that  no  further  delay  take  jilace  in  referring  this 
subject  to  Government  and  that  this  note  may  ace  )mpany  the  refer- 
ence. 

(Sd.)  C.    W.  Smith. 
The    25th    August    ISSfi. 


NOTK    BY    SeNMOI!    MkMHKH. 

The  only  importance  I  attach  to  the  non-inventLe  notes,  discussing 
the  merits  of  Zynooddeen  and  Haji  Mirza  Muhammad  IMehdee  Ishpahani, 
two  of  the  candidates  for  the  office  of  the  Mootwallee  to  the  Hooghly 
Endowment,  the  evidence  given  that  public  ])apers  of  real  consequence 
may  be  equally  lost,  otherwise  the  notes  in  question  were  merely  of  a 
desultory  nature,  and  marking  nothing  but  that  we  differed  in  opinion 
respecting  the  merits  of  the  above  candidates  assigning  reflfcsons  which 
might  easily  be  much  more  briefly  stated  and  condensed  into  a  ]iara- 
graph    or  two  of   a    letter. 

2nd. — I  Jiave  all  along  professed  willingness  that  our  enquiry  for 
fit    candidates    should    be     extended    if    by    that    7iieans    we    could    obtain 
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more  qualitiod  individuals  than  thoso  that  have  offered.  I  have 
declareil  tliat  my  solo  desire  is  that  an  individual  should  \n^  selected 
who  could  confer  ami  not  receive  honour  from  the  institution,  w^ho 
would  not  seek  the  post  for  the  sake  of  its  stipend  and  who  would 
by  his  wealth  and  rcspectal)ility  give  us  the  best  security  against  the 
recurrance  of  the  disgraceful  conduct  of  the  preceding  Mootwallee. 
With  these  notions  1  considered  that  of  the  candidates  vv^ho  offered 
themselves  Hajee  Mirza  Muhammad  Mehdee  Ispahani  was  not  only 
decidedly  the  one  to  be  preferred,  but  that  he  combined  in  himself 
the  qualifications  I  desired,  provided  he  could  afford  (as  he  promised) 
time  sufficient  for  the  due  performance  of  the  duties.  I  admit  that 
I  have  been  under  a  misapprehension  in  supposing  that  part  of  the 
functions  of  the  Mootwallee  were  sacerdotal.  I  find  on  more  perfect 
enquiry  they   are  the    following. — 

1st. — The  managements  of  all  arrangements  during  the  10  days  of 
the  Mohurrum  such  as  the  feasting  the  people  of  town  and 
feeding  the  poor   and  indigent. 

2nd. — The  lighting  up  of  the  Imambarali  during  the  Murcia  cei'e- 
monies  in  remembrance  of  the  deaths  of  Hussein  and 
Hossein  and  in  the  performannce  of  service  in  honour  of 
the   pure    Imams. 

3rd — Superintending  the  entertainment  at  the  close  of  Ramjan 
on    the    bi-eaking    up  of   the    fast. 

4th. — The    charge    and    superintendence    of   the    Madrasa. 

5th. — The    distribution    of    stipends. 

6tli. — Fui'nishing  reports  and  defending  the  Endowment  in  the 
Courts. 

3rd. — I  understand  my  colleague  to  be  now  convinced  that  Zynoodeen 
is  not  a  proper  person  to  be  recommended  to  Government  for  the  office 
of   Mootwallee    of    the    Hooghly    Imambarali. 

4th. — He  says  my  objections  to  Zynooneen  have  been  much  of 
a  similar  nature,  excepting  that  I  am  inclined  to  lay  more  stress  than 
my  colleague  does  upon  the  circumstances  of  discredit  connected  with 
his  resignation  of  the  Madrasa.  I  am  content  however  now  to  perceive 
that  we  are  quite  agreed  that  Zynoodeen  should  not  be  recommended. 
I  think  of  the  other  applications  that  of  Hajee  Mirza  Mohammad  Mehdee 
Isphanee  is  most  entitled  to  preference,  but  I  fully  agree  to  the  nomi- 
nation being  left  to  the  Government.  There  being  therefore  no  difference 
of  opinion  between  us  excepting  whether  Hajee  Mirza  Mohammad 
Mehdee  Ishapahnee  shall  be  recommended  or  not.  1  think  we  are  not 
warranted  in  troubling  the  Government  with  all  our  desultory  notes 
discussing  this  question,  more  particularly  as  all  we  have  now  to  say 
may    be  embodied    in    short    letter. 

5tb  * 

(Sd.)   J.   PATTLE. 
The  26th  August  1836. 
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HUOCJHLY    IMAMHARAH    CASE. 


.luDGMKNT     OF     THK    SuUDKK    DeWANNY    AdAWI.UT. 


WASIQ  ULI  KHAN,  AprELr.ANT, 


THE  GOVERNMENT,  Respondent. 

The    suit    out    of    which    this    apjDeal    arose,     was    oi-iginally    instituted 

1836  hy     the     appelLant     against     the     respondent    in 

September  22.  ^he     zillah     court     of    Hooghly.     for    the    posses- 

The    zillali     court    1  aviug    lield         .  o      ./  .  r 

tliat    the  mootawuUee  or  trustee  of       sion     of      the      towleut     Or     trust     of      the     HoOghly 
a  religious    eiidowiinieDt    wlio   had       t  ,  ,  i  ,■  -n        p     tt     •  t\  r    i  i 

been  ejected  from  the  trusteeship     Imanibarah,   Under    the   wdl    of    Hajee    Mahomed 
by  tiie  revenue  authorities,  on  proof     Mohsin  deceased,  and  for  the  sum  of  Rs.   7,199- 

of    corruption,    could   not    sue  for       ^  . 

restoration  to  the  office,  it  was  7-14  being  the  aiiiount  of  0116  year's  allowance 
due  to  him  as  trustee,  from  the  produce  of 
the      lands      appertaining     to     the     endowment. 


ruled  by  the  Court  of  Sudder 
Dewanny  Adawlut  that  such  suit 
was  cognizable  by  the  civil  court. 

The   plaintiff     alleging  tliat   he  .  .         . 

had  been  illegally  ejected  by  the     i  he     suit     was     instituted     On    the    4th     October 


revenue  authorities.  sued  for 
restoration  to  the  office  of  trustee 
in  virtue  of  a  towleutnamali 
executed  by  the  then  mootawuUee, 
who  had  himself  l)ecn  appoiL'ted 
under  a  testamentary  trust  with 
power    to    nominate    his  successor. 


1825. 


The   plaint    set  forth     that    Hajee     Mohum- 

mud    Mohsin     inherited     from     the     year     1210 

B.    S.    the    zemindaree     of    pergunnah    Syedpore 

The    sadder  Dewanny   Adawlut      ^ud    Sobhu?!     in     zillah    Jessore,    and    the    haut 

being   of  opinion    tliat  the  plaintin 

had  never  been  put  in  possession  or  market,  bazar,  liouse  fumiture  and  chattels 
:Llttion^^:r^Ip;!lTntm:.i  t  l^elongmg  to  the  Imambarah.  from  the  estate 
his  favour,  dismissed  the  claim,     of    Munnoo    Jan     Khanum    deceased,    and    held 

but    recorded     their   opinion    that 

subject  to  the  decision  of  Govern-     possessioii    ot  the  Same  as   proprietor.       He    had 

ment.    the    plaintiff    had    the    best  •  f    i  •  i     •  ,1 

cii^m  to  the  trusteeship.  "^    i^sue    of  his    own,    and  in   consequence   took 

Two  judges  having  arrived  at     Rajub    UH    Khan,    the     father     of    the     plaintiff, 

the    same     general     conclusion    in       •  i  ■         i-        -i 

regard  to  tlie  judgment  in  a  case,  ^uto  lus  tamuy  as  liis  SOU,  maintained  and 
Sli'^al  ^^rrt'tS;  educated  him,  and  committed  to  him  the 
the  tirst  judge  had  sent  on  the     management    of  all  liis  affairs.       In  like    manner 

case   for  another  voice,  the  Sudder 

Dewanny  Adawlut  held  that  the     Munnoo     Jan     Khaiiuiii     took     iiito    her    family 

decision  was  incomplete,   and    that       ,i  _i    •    ,.:ir)  ^iV,  1       _  i 

the  case  must  be  submitted  to  ^^^^  plaintiff  s  mother  and  gave  her  in  mar- 
another  judge.  riage    to    his     father,     to     whom     was    consigned 

by  a  duly  executed  sunnud  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Imambarah.  On  the  9th  Bysakh  1218  B.S.,  Hajee  Mohummud  Mohsin 
gave  the  zemindaree,  haut,  &o.,  above  detailed  in  permanent  appro- 
priation for  religious  purposes,  and  appointed  Rujub  Uli  Khan  and 
Shakur  Uli  Khan,  the  plaintiff's  father  and  brother-in-law,  mootawullees 
or  trustees  of  the  endowment,  and  wusees  or  executors  of  the  same. 
The  deed  of  appropriation  reciting  that  the  Hajee  liad  no  children,  or 
grand-children,  or  other  relatives,  who  would  be  his  lawful  heirs' 
stated  that  the  zemindaree  of  jergunnah  Syedpore,  &c.  (as  per  separate 
detailed  list)  had  been  given  by  him  in  permanent  appropriation  for 
certain    religious    purposes  :     it    provided   for    the    appointment    of    the    two 
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Wasiq  Uh  Khan  persons  above  iiKnitiouod  to  tlu;  tnisti'esliip  oi;  t-lie  eiulowiiient,  and  en- 
Tlio  Qoveniment.  .loined  that,  after  the  payment  oi  the  brovernment  revenue,  the 
produce  of  the  endowed  lands  should  lie  divided  into  nine  shares, 
three  of  which  were  to  be  appropiated  to  the  maintenance  of  certain 
specified  religious  ceremonies,  two  shares  to  be  divided  in  equal  por- 
tions between  the  trustees  for  their  personal  expenses,  and  the  remain- 
ing four  sliares  to  be  assigned  to  the  payment  of  the  necessary 
establishment,  and  other  pei'sons  mentioned  in  a  separate  list  under 
the  Hajee's  signature.  The  deed  gave  full  power  to  the  trustees  after 
the  death  of  the  Hajee,  as  to  the  general  management  of  the  estab- 
lishment, and  authorized  either  of  them,  in  case  of  inability  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  trust,  to  appoint  another  trustee  in  his 
place.  This  deed  was  duly  signed,  attested,  registered,  and  delivered 
to  the  trustees,  whose  names  were  then  recorded  in  the  collector's 
office  as  the  parties  in  possession  of  the  muhals.  Agreeably  to  this 
testamentary  trust,  the  trustees  were  acknowledged  V>y  the  Board  of 
Revenue  as  the  parties  seized  of  the  lands  and  they  managed  the 
trust,  both  during  the  life  time  of  the  appropriator  and  after  his 
death.  In  the  month  of  Bysakh  1220  B.S.,  Shakur  Uli  Khan,  being 
seriously  ill,  appointed  his  son.  Bakur  Uli  Khan,  to  the  trusteeship 
in  his  room,  and  shortly  after  died  :  and  in  the  month  of  ]\Iagh  of 
the  same  year,  the  plaintiff's  father,  being  very  old  and  infirm,  in 
like  manner  appointed  the  plaintiff  to  succeed  him  in  the  management 
of  the  trust.  Under  these  circumstances  the  plaintiff  and  Bakur  Uli 
Ivhan  had  tlie  best  right  to  the  management  of  the  establishment 
under  the  three-fold  sanction  of  the  deed  of  trust,  the  Mahomedan 
law  as  applicable  to  the  case,  and  the  provisions  of  Section  2,  Regula- 
tion V  of  1799.  In  spite  oE  this,  the  Board  of  Revenue  and  the 
collector  of  Hooghly.  acting  avowedly  under  Regulation  XIX  of  1810, 
on  the  16th  November  181.5.  deputed  one  Syed  Uli  Ukbur  Khan,  as 
ameen  and  temporary  manager,  with  instructions  to  pay  the  wages  of 
the  establishment  and  the  allowance  of  the  mootawullees,  and  after- 
wards made  over  to  his  charge  the  lands  attached  to  the  endowment. 
The  consequence  was  that  the  estates  fell  into  balance  to  government, 
and  the  business  of  the  establishment  was  greatly  impeded.  On  this 
the  Board  i-estored  the  trust  to  the  Mootawullees,  as  shown  by  the 
perwaneh,  or  order  of  the  collector  of  Jessore,  dated  9th  July  1816. 
The  plaintiff  and  Bakur  Uli  Khan  discharged  the  Government  revenue 
I  by    means   of   loans    raised    for  the    jnirpose  ;    but     the    Board    of    Revenue 

;  in    the    month    of    September    1818,    without    any    investigation    or  enquiry) 

again  ejected  them  from  the  superintendency  of  the  establishment  and 
the  management  of  the  lands,  which  they  again  entrusted  to  Uli  Ukbur 
Khan.  As  up  to  this  time  the  name  of  the  plaintiff's  father  continued 
in  the  collector's  registry,  he  applied  to  the  lioard  for  the  release  of 
the  lands  from  attachment  ;  but  the  Boai-d,  contrary  to  the  Regulation 
above  cited,  rejected  the  application  on  the  ground  tliat  the  applicant 
had  no  claim  to  any  thing  beyond  the  devise  or  trust  mentioned  in 
the  deed  of  appropriation  ;  they  refused  to  restore  to  him  the  posses- 
sion of  the  lands,  the  collection  of  the  rents  of  which  they  put  under 
charge  of  the  collector,  and  directed  that  officer,  af.er  payment  oE  the 
Governmenr    dues,     to    divide    the    profit    in    the    manner    directed    in    the 
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triisl     dcrd.        On     this     the     plaiiiiitV    siilmiillcd     an     application     to     the    Wasiq  Uli  Khaa 

1  •    1  !■  1     I  •  •  versus 

iSiuhler    Dewanny    Aduwlut,    which    (.'ourt    re.toiTod    luni    to   a    r(\<riuar    suit  tIio  Qovcrnmeot. 

undov   the    provisions    of   Secticjn    lo,    Kegiilation    XIX,    1810.       McanwhiUi 

Bakur    Uli    Khan.    thi>    plaintiff's    joint    trustee,     became    insane,    and    the 

phiintitf  instituted,    in    liis    own    iianic.    an    action,    in    the    provincial  coui't 

for   the    Calcutta    division,    wliicli    in     consequence     of     an     informality    in 

the    plaint     was     struck     oil    the     file.        The     plaintiff"    now     renews     his 

claim,    maintaining    that,    according    to     the     regulations     of    Government, 

the     Mahomedan      law,     and      the      terms      of      the      trust,      the      revenue 

authorities    acted    illegally    in    deposing    him    from    the    trust. 

The  collector,  on  the  part  of  Govt-rnment,  answered,  first  that  as 
the  suit  was  for  the  possession  of  lands  paying  revenue  to  Govern- 
ment the  amount  of  the  action  had  been  incorrectly  estimated. 
Secondly,  that  the  allusion  made  by  the  plaintiff  to  Section  2,  Regu- 
lation V,  17'.*S),  which  referred  to  cases  of  will,  was  incorrect,  as  it 
was  clear  from  the  jjlaintiff's  own  admission  that  the  present  was  a 
case  of  trust  of  a  reli^'ious  endowment,  which  properly  came  within 
the  intent  and  scope  of  Regulation  XIX,  1810  ;  under  the  13th 
Section  of  which  the  revenue  authorities  and  local  agents  have  full 
power,  on  proof  of  corruption  on  the  part  of  the  incumbent  trustees, 
to  appoint  others  in  their  stead.  In  this  case  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Governor-General  in  Council,  on  full  ]3roof  of 
corruption,  incapacity,  and  dishoresty,  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff's 
father  and  of  himself,  appointed  Uli  Ukbur  Khan  to  the  otfice  of 
trustee  of  the  endowed  lands.  The  evidence  of  corruption  would  be 
forthcoming  when  called  for.  Under  such  circumstences  it  was  fully 
within  the  competency  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  and  the  local  agents 
to  depose  a  corrupt  and  dishonest  trustee  ;  and  the  person  so  deposed 
is  not  authorized  by  the  regulation  above  cited  to  institute  a  suit  of 
the    present    nature     for    restoration    to    the    trusteeship. 

The  plaintiff'  replied  that  he  had  sued  for  a  ninth  share  of  one 
year's  profits  of  the  endowed  lands,  and  not  for  the  lands  themselves 
and  consequently  that  the  amount  of  his  claim  had  been  rightly 
estimated.  In  reply  to  the  second  point  urged  by  the  collector,  he 
stated  that  the  admissions  of  the  defendant  in  public  orders,  as  well 
as  the  terms  of  the  deed,  would  show  that  it  was  a  will  as  well  as 
a  trust,  and  therefore  a  case  to  which  the  provisions  of  Section  2, 
Regulation  V.  17!)^,  were  strictly  applicable.  Further  to  the  argument 
■of  the  defendant,  that  the  suit  was  not  cognizable  by  a  court  of 
justice,  there  was  opposed  the  order  of  the  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut 
referring    the    plaintiff'   to   a    regular    suit. 

Thei  following  are  the  documents  on  which  t,h(>  iilaintiff  rested  his 
claim. 

Deed  of  appropriation  of  Hajee  Mohummud  Mohsin,  dated  9th 
Bysakh    1213    B.    K..   corresponding   with    20th    April    1806    A.    D. 

I,  Hajee  Mohummud  Mohsin,  son  of  Hajee  Fyzoollah,  son  of  Agha 
Fuzoollah,  Inhabitant  of  the  port  of  Hooghly,  in  full  possession  of  all 
my    senses    and    faculties,    with    my  own    free    will    and    accord,    do    make 
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Wasiq  Uli  Kliiin  the  folloAviiig  correct  and  legal  declaratit)n.  That  the  zuniindaree  of 
The  Government,  perguiiiiah  Qismut  Sydpore.  &c.,  appendant  to  zillali  .h^ssore,  and 
pergunnah  Sobhnal,  also  appendant  to  the  zillah  aloresaid.  and  one 
house  situated  in  Hooghly  ^known  and  distinguished  as  Imaniliarali) 
and  Iniambazar,  and  haut  (market),  also  situated  in  Hooghly.  and  all 
the  goods  and  chattels  appertaining  to  the  Imaniliarah  aforesaid,  agree- 
ably to  a  separate  list;  the  whole  of  which  have  devolved  on  me  by 
inheritance,  and  the  proprietary  possession  of  whieli  I  have  enjoyed 
up  to  the  present  time.  As  1  have  neither  children,  nor  grand- 
children, nor  other  relatives,  who  would  become  my  legal  heirs  and 
as  it  is  my  earnest  wish  and  desire  to  keep  up  and  continue  the 
usages  and  charitalile  expenditures  (]\Iurasum-o-Musaruf-i-husneh}  of  ' 
the  nature  of  fateha,  and  tuheeat.  &c.,  of  the  Huzerat  (on  whom  be 
blessings  and  rewards),  which  have  been  the  established  customs  of 
this  family,  I  therefore  hereby  give,  purely  for  the  sake  of  God,  the 
wdiole  of  the  above  property,  with  all  its  right;?,  immunities,  and 
privileges,  whole  and  entire,  little  or  much,  in  it  with  it.  or  from  ic, 
and  whatever  (I  y  way  of  appendage)  might  arise  from  it,  or  relate  or 
belong  to  it,  as  a  permanent  appropriation  for  the  following  expendi- 
ture ;  and  1  have  hereliy  appointed  Rujub  Uli  Khan,  son  of  tShekh 
Mohumraud  Sadiq,  and  Shakur  Uli  Khan,  son  of  Ahmud  Khan,  who 
have  been  tried  and  approved  by  me.  as  possessing  understanding, 
knowledge,  religion,  and  probity,  mootawullees  (or  trustees)  of  the 
said  wuqf  or  appropiation.  which  1  have  instrusted  to  the  above  two 
individuals,  that  aiding  and  assisting  each  other  they  may  consult, 
advise,  and  agi'ee  together  in  all  matters  connected  with  the  joint 
management  of  the  business  of  the  said  appropiation,  in  the  manner 
following.  The  aforenamed  mootawullees,  after  paying  the  revenues  of 
the  Government,  shall  divide  the  remaining  produce  of  the  muhals 
aforenamed  into  nine  shares,  of  which  three  shares,  first  of  all,  they 
shall  disburse  in  the  observance  of  the  fateha  of  Huzrut  Syud-i- 
Kayunat.  (head  of  the  creation)  the  last  of  the  prophets,  and  of  the 
sinless  Imams  (on  all  of  whom  be  the  blessings  and  peace  of  God)  ; — 
and  in  the  expenditures  appertaining  to  the  Ushra  of  Mohurrum-ool- 
huram  (10  days  of  the  sacred  Mohurrum),  and  all  other  blessed 
days  (of  feasts  and  festivals)  ;  and  in  the  repairs  of  the  Imambarah 
and  cemetery.  Two  shares,  the  mootawullees.  in  equal  proportion,  shall 
appropriate  to  themselves  for  their  own  expenses  ;  and  four  shares 
t,  shall    be    disbursed    in    the    payment    of    the    servants    of   the    establish- 

ment, and  of  those  whose  names  are  inserted  in  a  separate 
list  signed  and  sealed  by  me.  In  regard  to  the  daily  expenses, 
monthly  stipends  of  the  stipendiaries,  respectable  men,  peadas  and 
other  persons,  who,  at  the  present  moment,  stand  appointed,  the 
mootawullees  aforenamed,  after  me  have  full  power  to  retain,  aljolish 
or  discharge  as  it  may  appear  to  them  most  fit  and  expedient.  I 
have  committed  the  mootawuUeeship  to  the  charge  of  the  two  above- 
named  individuals  as  a  eimmion  (aum)  towleeut.  In  the  event  of  ,  a 
mootawuUee  finding  himself  unable  to  conduct  the  business  of  the 
endowment,  he  may  appoint  any  one  whom  he  may  think  most  fit 
and  most  deserving,  as  mootawuUee  to  act  in  bis  stead.  Conse- 
quently   this    writing   is    executed    as    a    deed,    this     9th     day     of     Bysakh 
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in     the    year    of    Hijree    \'22\,    corn^siinii'iinpf    with    tht^    Hengal    year    1213,    Wasiq  Uli  Kli 


lau 


versus 


that    whenever    it    be    required,    it    may    jorove    a    h^gal    deed.  The  Government. 

Seal    of 
Mohuniimid    ^lohsiii 

Touleeutnamah    of   Wasiq    Uli    Khan,    executed    by    Rujub    Uli    Khan. 

I,  Rujub  Uli  Khan,  niootawullee  of  the  Imambarah  of  Mirza 
Sulah-ood-deen  Mohumniud  Khan,  deceased,  and  zumeendar  of  qismut 
purgunnah  iSyedpore,  etc.,  inhabitant  of  the  'port  of  Hooghl}^  in  full 
possession  of  all  my  senses  and  faculties,  with  mj'  own  free  will  and 
accord,  do  make  the  following  correct  and  legal  declaration.  That 
the  zumeendaree  of  purgunnah  Syedpore,  &c..  appendant  to  zillah 
Jessore.  and  purgunnah  Sobhnal.  also  appendant  to  the  zillah  afore- 
named, and  one  house  situated  in  Hooghly.  (known  and  distinguished 
as  Imambarah),  and  Imambazai-  and  haut  (market),  also  situated  in 
Hooghly,  and  all  the  goods  and  chattels  appertaining  to  the  Imambarah 
aforesaid,  agreeably  to  a  separate  list,  which  were  inherited  by  Hajee 
Mohummud  Mohsin,  deceased,  from  Munnoo  Jan  Khanum,  deceased, 
and  were  in  his  proprietary  seisin  and  possession,  and  which  on  the 
9th  day  of  Bysakh,  in  the  Bengal  year  1213,  corresponding  with  the 
Hijree  year  1221,  he  consecrated  as  a  i)ermanent  appropriation,  purely 
for  the  sake  of  God.  and  appointed  me,  Rujub  Uli  Khan,  and  Shakir 
Uli  Khan,  mootavvuUees,  or  trustees  thereof,  and  made  over  the  said 
aforementioned  appropriated  property  to  both  of  us,  and  executed  a 
touleeutnamah,  or  deed  of  trust,  containing  devises,  bearing  his  seal, 
and  attestation  of  witnesses  ;  and  in  the  Bengal  year  1214,  he,  the 
said  Hajee,  had  the  whole  of  the  zumeendaree,  &c.,  written  in  our 
names,  to  the  exclusion  of  his  own,  (in  the  collector's  record).  That 
agreeably  thereto,  we,  the  mootawullees,  or  trustees  both  during  the 
life  time  of  the  Hajee  aforenamed,  and,  subsequently  after  his  death, 
and  until  the  death  of  Shakir  Uli  Khan,  have  managed  the  business 
of  the  touleeut,  or  trust  of  the  said  Imumbar&h,  and  the  said  devises 
above  stated,  with  zeal  an  1  energy,  and  liavt^  collected  the  revenues 
of  the  purgunnah,  and  paid  the  assessment  of  Government.  That  on 
the  night  of  the  20th  of  Bysakh,  of  the  Bengal  year  1220,  Shakir 
Uli  Khan,  one  of  the  mojtawullees,  died  a  natural  death,  and  I  liave 
ever  since,  up  to  the  present  time,  continued  as  heretofore,  in  the 
management  of  the  Imambarah.  and  in  the  execution  of  the  trusts  of 
the  will.  As  in  the  touleeutnamah,  or  deed  of  trust,  executed  liy 
the  respected  deceased  Hajee  to  myself,  (Rujub  Uli  Khan,)  and  Shakir 
Uli  Khan,  it  is  stated, — "  I  have  committed  the  mootawulleeship  as 
a  common  (aum)  touleeut  to  the  charge  of  the  two  abovenamed 
individuals  :  in  the  event  of  a  mootawullee  finding  himself  unable  to 
conduct  the  business  of  the  endowment,  he  maj''  appoint  any  one 
whom  he  may  think  most  fit  and  most  deserving,  as  mootawullee  to 
act  in  his  stead  ;"  and  as  by  the  Mohummudun  law  it  is  enjoined, 
that  the  command  of  the  appropriator,  or  waqif,  has  the  force  of 
law  :  and  as  from  decrepitude  and  old  age  1  am  often  sick,  and 
unable  to  perform  the  active  duties  of  the  touleeut,  or  trust,  with 
effic'.onoy.    I    appoint    my    son.    Wasiq    Uli    Khan     alias    Moghul     Jan     who 
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Wasiq  Uli  Kban  iy  a  luost  fit  and  most  (Jesi'i-ving  person,  a  luootawulleo,  or  trustee 
The  Government,  in  my  stead,  and  do  hereby  entrust  the  touleeut,  or  trU8t,  to  him. 
It  is  incumbent  on  Wasiq  Uli  Khan,  aforenamed,  to  conduct  the 
duties  of  the  trust,  or  touleeut,  according  to  the  touleeutnamah  of 
the  deceased  Hajee,  in  the  most  perfect  and  complete  manner ;  and 
having  his  own  name  inserted  in  the  collect Dr's  records,  in  the  lieu 
of  mine,  for  the  zumeendaree  of  the  two  purgunnahs  aforestated  he 
will  continue  to  collect  the  revenues  from  the  estates,  and,  after 
paying  the  Government  assessment  therefrom,  expend  the  balance  in 
the  Imambai-ah,  &c..  according  to  tlie  touleeutnamah.  or  deed  of  trust, 
of  the  deceased  Hajee  ;  and  that  which  is  fixed  in  the  touleeutnamah, 
or  deed  of  trust,  of  the  deceased  Hajee,  as  the  right  of  the  moota- 
wuUee,  the  same  has  hereby  become  the  sole  right  of  Wasiq  Uli 
Khan  the  mootawullee  ;  as  long  as  the  touleeut  lasts,  my  other  heirs 
have,  or  can  have,  no  right  or  share  in  it  whatever.  In  the  event 
of  Wasiq  Uli  Khan  finding  himself  unaljle  to  conduct  the  active 
duties  of  the  trust  aforestated,  he  can  appoint,  in  his  stead,  moota- 
wullee. or  trustee,  whomever  he  deems  most  fit  and  most  deserving  ; 
and  whatever  power  is  vested  in  me  by  the  touleeutnamah,  or  deed 
of  trust,  aforestated.  the  same  I  make  over  to  him,  the  said  Wasiq 
Uli  Khan  ;  T  therefoi'e  give  this  writing,  as  a  deed  of  trust,  or 
touleeutnamah,  that  it  may  be  of  use.  as  an  undoubted  and  legal 
document,    whenever    it    is    i-equired. 

Written  on  the  20th  day  of  the  month  of  ^lohurrum-ool-huram 
in  the  year  of  the  holy  Hijree  1228,  corresponding  with  the  1st  day 
of  Magh.  in  the  Bengal  year  1220.  or  the  13th  day  of  January,  in 
the    year    of    Christ    1814. 

Seal    of 
Rujub    Uli    Khan.    Bahadoov. 

The  zillah  judge,  Mr.  D.  C.  Smyth  delivered  judgment  on  the 
12th    September   1826,    to   the    following   eft'ect  : 

"  On  inspection  of  the  original  deed  on  which  the  plaintiff  rests 
his  claim,  it  appears  to  be  a  touleeatnamah  or  deed  of  trust  and  not 
a  waseeutnamah  or  deed  of  devise  or  will,  for  it  is  clearly  laid  down 
in  the  first  case  under  the  head  of  '  precedents  of  wills '  in  Mac- 
«  naghten's    Principles     and    Precedents     of    Mahomedau     Law,     Page     241, 

that  '  it  is  essential  to  the  v^alidity  of  a  will  that  the  property  willed 
away  should  exist  in  the  possession  of  the  testator  at  the  time  of 
his  death.'  The  testator  has  the  power,  at  any  time  before  his  death, 
of  making  any  change  in  the  will  which  ho  may  think  proper.  In 
this  case  however  no  such  power  was  reserved  to  the  appropriator. 
He  executed  the  touleeutnamah  on  the  9th  Bysakh  1213  ;  by  it  he 
gave  the  property  therein  specified  in  permanent  appropriation  to  the 
endowment,  and  died  on  the  16th  Agliun  121!).  After  the  execution 
of  the  deed  he  had  no  longer  any  proprietary  right  in  the  property 
forming  the  subject  of  the  appropriation  ;  for  under  the  Mahomedau 
law,  property  once  so  appropriated  cannot  be  taken  back  to  the 
appropx-iator's  private    possession    or    use.      The    appropriator  had  no   power 
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to  nulil'y  the  toiilotuitnanicali.  Imt  a  toatator  has  tlio  power  of  altoviiig  Wasiq  Uli  Kb«B 
a  waseeutnamah.  Uiulor  this  viow,  the  deed  is  chuirly  a  toiileout-  Tlie  GoverDine»ti 
namah  and  not  a  wasoe  ittianiah.  Tlio  provisions  oi"  Regulation  V, 
17i>9,  therefore,  are  not  applicable  to  the  case.  The  claim  set  up  hy 
the  plaintift'  to  the  share  of  the  i)roHts  of  one  year  is  inadmissible, 
for  according  to  the  trust-deed,  it  was  allotted  to  tiie  mootawuUees 
or  managing  trustees  but  not  as  personal  allowance  to  the  plaintiff. 
His  claim  to  the  manager's  stipend  was  defunct  on  his  deposition 
from  the  office  of  mootawuUee.  Further,  from  the  opinions  given  at 
case  S  under  the  head  of  "  precedents  of  endowmtnits',  pages  3J:0-?>43 
of  Macnaghten's  Principles  and  Precedents  of  Mahomedan  Law,  it  is 
evident  that  if  the  appropriator,  or  any  heirs  of  his,  are  not  in 
existence,  and  the  mootawuUee  be  proved  to  bo  incompetent  or 
corrupt,  in  such  case  the  ruling  power  is  authorized  and  required 
to  depose  him  and  appoint  a  duly  qualitied  (lerson  in  his  room.  As 
the  Board  of  Revenue  possessed  the  authority  delegated  to  them  by 
the  Government  under  tlie  provisions  of  Re^^ulation  XIX,  1810 
and  as  that  body,  after  due  enquiry,  deposed  the  plaintiff's  father 
and  the  plaintiff  from  the  trusteeship,  on  proof  of  corruption  and 
incompetency,  and  appointed  a  proper  person,  Uli  (Jkbur  Khan,  to  the 
office,  the  present  claim  is  inadmissible.  It  is  not  the  intent  of 
Section  15,  Regulation  XIX  1810  that  a  person  so  deposed  by 
order  of  the  Board  of  Revenue,  on  proof  of  c  )rruption  and  incom- 
petency, should  be  reinstated  in  the  same  office  by  order  of  the  civil 
court.  On  the  contrary  the  intention  of  this  enactment  clearly  is,  that 
if  the  Board  of  Revenue  take  possession  of  any  private  lands  on  the 
plea  of  their  being  wuqf  or  dewuttur  and  eject  the  possessor,  in  such 
case  the  proprietor  of  the  land  has  his  remedy  by  an  action  at  law_ 
A  claim  such  as  that  now  before  the  court  is  not  admissible  or 
cognizable  by  the  court  under  the  rule  cited.  The  suit  therefore  must 
be   dismissed." 

From  this  decision  the  plaintiff  appealed  to  the  Calcutta  provincial 
court  of  appeal,  objecting  inter  alia  to  the  decree  of  the  zillah  court, 
that  no  reference  had  been  made  to  the  proper  law  f)fficers  for  an 
exposition  of  the  law  applicable  to  the  case.  Witli  liis  petition  of 
appeal  the  plaintiff  filed  the  following  futwa  or  legal  opinion,  which 
he  had  obtained  from  the  moolvees  of  the  Mudrisah  or  Mahomedan 
college. 

Question. — If  Zyd,  in  his  life  time,  in  a  sound  state  of  bodj'  and 
mind,  appoint  Amr  mootawuUee  of  an  endowment  made  by  him 
under  a  common  trust,  and  also  inform  Amr  that  ;is  long  as  he  felt 
himself  able  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  trust  he  was  to  remain  in 
the  active  management  of  it.  bui.  that,  when  he  found  himself  unable, 
or  unequal  to  the  task,  he  could  transfer  the  trust  to  any  person  he 
thought  most  fit  and  deserving ;  and  Zyd  also  committed  to  Amr, 
after  his  death,  the  conduct  and  management  of  thi;  business  :  Is  this 
a  mere  trust  committed  to  Amr  by  Zyd,  or  is  it  a  testamentaiy 
trust  ;    and    after    Zyd's    death    does    Amr    become    an    executor    or    not  ; 

Answer. — It  is  a  testamentary  trust  ;  and  Ann-,  after  Zyd's  death 
is     an     executor  ;     as    it      is      written      in      Khuzanut-ool-Moofteeien      and 
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Wasiq  Uli  Khan  Belir-i-vayiuq  iuiil  Chulpoe,  viz. — If  an  endower  tell  a  man,  1  liave  apijointod 
The  QOTcrmiiPiit.  Y"-^^'  niootawullee  in  this  endowment,  and  commits  the  same  to  his 
charge,  the  endowment  and  trust  have  become  lawful  ;  and  if  he  also 
say,  that  the  superintondency  of  the  endowment  belongs  to  the  moot- 
awuUee  after  the  death  of  the  endower,  the  niootawullee.  or  trustee, 
becomes    executor   after  the    death    of    the    endower. 

Question. — If  Amr,  by  the  ^lahomedan  law,  becomes  both  trustee  and 
executor  of  Zyd,  and  the  trust  was  made  in  comnaon  ;  is  Amr 
competent  to  appoint  Khalid  an  executor  at  his  death,  and  a  trustee 
during   life,    or    not '? 

Answer. — Yes,  he  is  competent  ;  as  it  is  written  in  Khuzanut-ool- 
Moofteeien  and  Behr-i-rayiuq,  viz. — If  a  niootawullee,  or  trustee, 
wishes  to  commit  the  superintendency  of  the  trust  to  another  at  his 
death,  it  is  lawful  for  him  to  do  so  by  devise  ;  but  if  he  wishes  to 
appoint  another  to  act  in  his  behalf  in  the  management,  during  life, 
he  cannot  do  so.  except  where  the  trust  is  unconditional  and  with- 
out   restriction. 

Question. — If,  as  above  stated,  there  be  a  devise  from  Zyd  to  Amr 
agreeably  to  the  Mahomedan  law  ;  and  if  Amr  after  Zyd's  death  with- 
out the  permission  or  knowledge  of  the  ruling  power,  made  over  the 
trust  to  Buqur,  does  Buqur,  thereby  become  a  mootawuUee  according 
to  the    Mahomedan    law    or    not  ? 

Answer. — He  does  become  so  ;  as  it  is  written  in  the  Sooghra  Futwas 
viz.,  if  the  niootawullee  and  the  endower  are  living,  the  vote  of  the 
endower  is  necessary  in  the  appointment  of  another  niootawullee,  and 
not  of  the  qazee,  or  the  Mahomedan  Magistrate  ;  but  i£  the  endower 
be  dead,  the  vote  of  the  executor  will  take  precedence  of  that  of 
the  qazee  ;  but  if  the  endower  has  not  apppointed  an  executor 
then  the  qazee's  vote  is  taken.  It  is  hence  inferred  that  the  qazee 
has  no  vote  in  the  appointment  of  a  mootawuUee,  except  when  there 
is    no   executor    of   the    endower.     Vide  Futwa  Zyneea  and  Behr-i-rayiuq. 

Question. — If  according  to  respectable  legal  opinions  the  trust  to 
Buqur  is  established,  can  Buqur  be  removed  or  not,  by  the  ruling  power 
without  evident  and  proved  corruption,  and  only  upon  the  calumnious 
report    of   those   who   have    claim    on    the    endowment  ? 

Answer. — No,  he    cannot   be  removed.     In  the  Isaaf.   on  the  duties   of 
f  wuqfs,    it    is    thus     written: — If     persons     interested     in     an     endowment 

f  impugn    the    trust    of   the    niootawullee.    the    ruling   power     cannot    remove 

him    from    the  endowment,    but    upon    most     palpable     proofs      of     corrup- 
tion.— Futwa     Zyneea     and     Behr-i-rayuq. 

Question. — If  the  ruling  power  remove  Buqur  upon  the  calumnious 
accusation  of  people  interested  in  the  endowment,  without  calling  for 
such  proofs  as  are  required  by  the  Mahomedan  law  ;  and  the  endowment 
should  afterwards  not  remain  under  the  authority  that  had  thus  removed 
him  ;  and  should  Buqur  then  complain  of  his  grievances  to  the  succeed- 
ing authority  ;  can  the  existing  authority  reverse  the  order  of  the  former 
authority,  and  restore  Buqur  to  the  appointment  from  which  he  was 
removed,  should  he  be  satisfied  of  Buqur's  merits,  upon  the  principles 
of  the  Mahomedan    law. 
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Answer. — He  can.  As  it  is  written  in  the  Fntwa  Zyneoa  Ushbah-o-  Wiisiq  Uii  Khan 
nuzayiir  and  lii'lir-i-rayiiq,  viz. — It'  one  autiiority  removes  a  mootawuUee  The  Govemmeui. 
and  is  succeeded  by  another,  and  the  mootawuUee  complains  to  the 
succeeding  authority  that  he  was  ousted  I'rom  the  endowment  upon  the 
allegations  ol'  calumniators  oidy,  without  any  fault  oi'  his  own,  his 
complaint  should  not  be  admitted,  Ijccause  tht;  business  of  the  judge 
is  to  establish  right.  The  judge  should  say,  prove  your  fitness  for  the 
superindency  of  the  endowment,  and  when  his  fitness  for  the  superin- 
tendency  is  proved,  it  should  revert  to  him  with  the  provision  which 
he  before  had.  From  this  it  is  inferrible  tliat  his  removal  was  founded 
upon  the  conviction  that  he  deserved  to  be  removed  ;  but  afterwards 
if  ihe  contrary  appears,  it  becomes  imperative  on  the  succeeding  judge 
to  restore  him  to  that  from  which  he  had  been  removed.  This  goes 
to  prove,  that  if  the  judge  does  not  assign  a  legal  reason  for  removal, 
such    removal    is     void     according    to     tlie     Mahomedan    law. 

This  futwa  was  forwarded  by  the  judge  of  the  provincial  court  for 
the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  oudder  Dewannj?  Adawlut,  which 
was    !2'iven    in    the    following    terms  : 

■■  As  in  the  deed  of  Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin  it  is  stated  that  the 
daily  expenses  and  stipends  of  the  stipendiaries,  and  of  respectable  men, 
and  peadahs,  and  others,  who  stand  at  this  time  appointed,  are 
left  at  the  .disposal  of  the  mootawuUees  after  me,  that  they  maj'  con- 
tinue whatever  tiiey  liked,  and  al)olish  whatever  they  pleased  ;  and  as 
devise  means  the  requisition  of  an  act  from  the  devisor  after  his 
death,  as  it  is  explained  in  the  Khuzanut-ool-Moofteeien,  hence  accord- 
ing   to    its    tenor,    the    towleeutnamah    appears  to  be  a  testamentary    trust. 

'■  The  questions  and  answers  in  the  futwa  filed  by  the  walceels  of 
the    appellant   are  all    right." 

On  the  other  hand  the  respondent  filed  the  futwa,  also  delivered 
Ijy  the  moolvees  of  the  j\Iadrissa,  of  which  the  following  is  a  trans- 
lation : 

Question. — If  Zyd  had  given  in  wuqf,  or  appropriation,  his  property, 
and  apj'ointed  Amr  l)oth  a  mootawuUee  and  wusee  of  the  same,  and 
died  ;  and  after  that  should  corruption  in  Amr  become  known  to  the 
hakim,  or  ruler,  does  it  belong  to  the  ruler,  under  such  circumstances, 
to    remove    Amr,    and    appoint    another    in    his    place? 

Answer. — Yes,  it  does,  for  it  is  written  in  Fusool-il-Imadee.  the 
qazee  (or  Mahomedan  judge)  has  not  the  power  of  appointing  a  wusee 
and  qyum  (excutor  and  representative)  when  a  wusee  and  qyum  on 
the  part  of  the  waqif  or  appropriator  exist,  except  on  proof  of  their 
being   corrupt. 

Question. — If  the  dependants  on  the  wuqf  or  tmdowment,  prove 
cori'uption  in  ihe  mootawuUee  or  wusee  (trustee  or  executor.)  can  the 
ruler    remove    him    or    not  ? 

Answer. — Yes,  he  can,  for  it  is  written  in  Ashbah-o-Nuzayur,  the 
qazee  cannot  remove  the  nazir,  or  trustee,  merely  upon  accusation  of 
the  dependants,  but  uj^on  proof  of  corru))tion  ;  and  thus  with  the  wusee 
or   executor. 
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Wasiq  Uli  Khan  Queslioii. — If    tlio    mootawuUoe  ol'    aiipropriaiions    l)i'    suspected,   or    be 

versus  ,.  ,  i  <•  r-  i  t  •  •        i  •  i 

The  tiovernniLiii.  louiia  unworthy  ot  coiindi'iicc,  or  il  any  vice  appear  in  liim,  audi  as 
drinking  intoxicating  liquors,  and  such  like,  is  it  imperative  and 
necessary    on    the    qazee    to    remove    the    a])|iropriations    from    his    hands  ? 

Answer. — It  is  imjierative  and  necessary.  For  it  is  written  in  the 
Door-il-Mookhtar — It  is  lawful  to  the  waqif  to  become  the  mootawuUee, 
or  trustee,  himself  ;  and  the  removal  of  a  trustee  is  necessary,  if  the 
waqif  cannot  confide  in  him.  or  vice  of  excessive  drinking  of  intoxi- 
cating  liquors,    and    such    like,    be    found    in    him. 

Question. — ff  Zyd  appointed  Amr  a  mootawullee,  or  trustee,  and  com- 
mitted the  touleeut.  or  trust,  to  his  charge  under  the  condition  that  he 
may  appoint  for  a  substitute  in  his  room  any  one  whom  he  thought  most 
fit  and  deserving,  does  it  or  does  it  not  become  imperative  upon  Amr 
that  he  should  appoint  a  person  in  his  room  in  conformity  to  tlie  con- 
dition set  forth  by  the  waqif,  as  regards  merit  and  fitness  ?  and  if  it 
be  incumbent  in  him  to  do  so,  and  he  appoint  a  i)erson  who  is  not 
worthy  and  fit  for  the  trust  as  his'.  representative,  will  such  appoint- 
ment be  admissible  and  good,  or  not  ?  and  what  ])erson  is  fit  and 
worthy    of   the    duty    of  a    trust  ? 

Answer. — The  observance  of  the  intention  of  the  waqif  is  absolutely 
necessary.  For  in  Ashbah  and  Dur-il-Mookhtar  it  is  written — It  is 
necessary  to  follow  and  observe  the  intention  of  the  waqif  ;  for  it  is  said 
that  the  intention  of  a  waqif  is  like  the  command  of  the  law-giver 
or  the  prophet  ;  that  is,  in  the  necessary  performance  of  a  duty  ;  and  it 
is  quite  clear,  that  when  it  is  necessary  and  imperative  to  follow  and 
observe  the  intention  of  the  waqif,  the  contraiy  cannot  be  admissible. 
It  is  also  inferrible  from  the  Ashbah  that  a  judgment  contrary  to  the 
intention  of  the  waqif  is  contrary  to  the  command  of  the  law-giver 
and  cannot  take  eifect.  A  tit  and  worthy  person  is  one  avIio  is  wise, 
that  is  to  say,  who  is  sound  in  his  intellects,  and  is  trustworthy, 
who  does  not  seek  for  the  trusteeship,  and  in  whom  no  vice  appears. 
Thus  in  the  I'utawae-Alumgeeree — a  fit  person  is  one  who  does  not 
ask  for  the  trustL^eshij)  of  the  waqf  and  is  without  any  known  vice. 
No  one  should  l)e  appointed  mootawallee  or  trustee,  except  he  who  is 
competent  and  trustworthy,  and  has  attained  tlie  age  of  majority,  and 
has    understanding. 

Question. — If  Zyd  appointed  Amr  and  Khalid  luootawallees  or  trustees 
under    the    condition    that    they    should    co-operate    and    unite     together    in 
f  the    conduct    and    management    of    the    affairs    of     the    touleeut    or     trust  ; 

and  should  they  afterwards,  without  observing  the  condition  laid  down 
by  the  wuqif,  by  their  disagreements  and  dissensions,  cause  injury  in  the 
profits    of   the  wuqf,    can    they    be    removed    by    the    ruler    or    not  ? 

Answer. — Yes,  they  can  be  removed.  For  it  is  written  in  the  Huiii- 
madeah — If  the  qyuin,  or  representative,  does  not  observe  the  condition 
laid    down    by   the    waqif,    he    may    be    removed    l)y   the    qazee. 

Question. — If  Zyd  appointed  Amr  and  Khalid,  mootawallees  or  trustees, 
and  committed  the  charge  of  the  trust  to  them  both,  under  the 
condition  that  they  shouid  co-operate  and  unite  together  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  trust,  and  if  a  mootawallee,  or  trustee,  finding  himself 
unable    to   conduct    the    business    of   the    trust,    was  empowered  to  appoint 
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any    one    in    his    room    \vlioiii    !ie    deemed    most    tit    and    deserving,    as    liis    Wa«iq  UK  Klmn 
successor  ;    can    Amr    tlien,    after   tl\e   death    of    Khalid    act    solely    in    the  Tin-  Governmeni. 
trust    aflfairs  ;    and    can   he    solely    appoint    any    one    in    his    stead     without 
the    ruler    ai)i)oint!ng    liini    a    niootawallee    in    the    room    of    Khalid  ? 

Answer. — He  cannot.  For  it  is  written  in  the  Ashbali  and  Nuzayur. — 
If  the  condition  he  for  two  mootawallees,  and  one  of  them  should  die. 
the  qazee  should  ai)point  another  in  his  place,  and  the  sole  living 
pei'son  has  no  exclusive  power,  but  under  the  order  of  the  qazee. 
Tt  is  also  written  in  the  Dur-il-mookhtar — The  act  of  one  of  two 
executors  as  the  act  of  both,  is  void.  Aboo  Yusuf  says,  each  mootawallee 
may  act  solely  in  all  affairs,  should  the  waqif  have  made  such  a  provision 
but    if   two   joint    mootawallees    are    appointed,    they   must    act    jointly. 

Question. — If  the  ruler  apdointed  a  person  mootawallee  of  a  wuqf,  can 
such   mootawallee    continue    after   tlie    death    or    removal    of   the    ruler  ? 

Answer. — He  can  continue.  For  in  the  Alumgeeree.  it  is  written — If 
the  qazee  die.  or  be  removed,  the  person  appointed  by  him  will  remain 
as    he   is  ;    thus    also    in    the    Ghooreah. 

Question. — If  the  removal  of  a  mootawallee  conduct  to  the  welfare 
of  the    wuqf,    can    the    qazee    remove    him    or    not  ? 

Answer. — He  can.  For  in  the  Futawae  Alumgeeree  and  in  the  Fusool- 
il-Imadee,  it  is  written — The  qazee  can  remove  a  person  whom  the 
waqif  has  appointed,  should  such  removal  conduce  to  the  welfare  of 
the    wuqf. 

Question. — If  the  ruler  suspect  the  vvusee,  or  executor,  of  corruption, 
can    he    remove    him    or    not  ? 

Answer. — He  can.  For  in  the  Futawae  Alumgeeree,  in  the  9th  chapter 
■on  executors,  it  is  written  :  If  the  qazee  suspect  the  executor,  Aboo 
Huneefah  says,  the  qazee  may  appoint  another  with  him,  and  not 
remove  him  ;  and  Aboo  Yusuf  says,  he  can  remove  him  ;  this  is  the 
clear  law  upon  which  futwas  are  given — thus  in  the  Fatawae  Qazee 
Khan. 

The  above  futwa  was  likewise  submitted  for  the  judgment  of  the 
Sudder  law    officers,    who   gave    the  following  opinion  : 

"  The  answers  to  the  questions  are  all  correct.  The  deed  executed 
by  Hajee  ^luhammad  ]\Iohsin,  waqif  or  appropriator.  is  a  deed  of  trust 
and  will,  and  has  devises  therein  for  the  continuance  of  the  manage- 
ment and  power  of  the  mootawallee,  in  continuing  or  abolishing  the 
fixed  stipends  of  the  stii)endiaries,  respectable  people,  peadahs,  &c. 
It  belongs  to  the  judge  of  a  judicial  court  to  remove  the  mootawallee 
of  the  waqif's  appointment,  on  proof  of  his  being  corrupt,  and  to 
appoint  another  in  his  stead  ;  and  he  can  likewise  remove  the  former 
mootawallee  and  appoint  another  in  his  stead,  should  any  corruption 
or  other  impropriety  be  found  in  him.  And  such  is  the  opinion  of 
some  expounders  of  the  law  who  have  said — That  it  is  lawfid  for 
the  qazee  .  to  depose  the  person  appointed  by  the  A^aqif,  should  his 
deposition  be  deemed  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  wuqf.  Should 
the  waqif  have  made  the  appointment  of  a  successor  to  a  mootawallee 
.to  depend  upon  the  concurrent  voices  of  the  two  mootawallees,  and 
one    of   them   should    die,    or    be    unable    to   act,    it    is    no^    lawful    for  the 
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Wasiq  Uli  Khan    (,t]l^>l•    mootawallee    to   api)oint    a    (•■iiccf  esor   solely   on     his    own     judgment 

tereus  .  i  •  i        i  i     i  i 

Iho  Oovernmtut.  Without    conBulting    the    ruling   power  ;    Imt    this    slioulu    l)C    done    accord- 
ing  to   the    intention    of   the    waqii." 

On  the  18th  December  1830,  the  provincial  court  (present 
Mr.  C.  J .  Middleton),  gave  jtidgnieiit  continuing  the  decree  of  the 
zillah  court  on  the  £oilo\ving  grounds — 1st,  that  from  the  documentary 
evidence  adduced,  mal-appropriation  and  corruption  on  the  part  of  the 
appellant's  father,  of  the  appellant  himself,  and  his  colleague,  Bakir 
Uli  Khan,  had  been  clearly  established — 2ndly,  that  as  by  Regulation  XIX, 
1810,  the  general  superintendence  of  such  endowments  was  vested  in 
the  Board  of  Revenue,  who,  on  proof  of  corruption  and  mal-appro- 
priation by  the  trustees  of  the  trust-property,  had  removed  them,  it 
was  uot  for  the  court  to  reiuscate  them — and  3rdly,  that  whereas  the 
appellant  states  his  nomination  and  appointment  to  the  trust  to  have 
been  made  in  1220  15,  S.,  the  various  applications  made  by  the 
appellant's  father,  show  that  the  latter  was  in  charge  of  the  trust  so 
late    as    1223.     The    appeal    was    accordingly    dismissed. 

The  appellant  then  applied  tor  a  special  appeal  to  the  Sudder 
Dewanny  Adawlut,  which  was  admitted  on  the  ground  that,  though 
the  provincial  court  had  applied  to  the  Mahomedan  law  othcers  for 
an  exposition  of  the  law  applicable  in  the  case,  no  reference  had  been 
made   to   it    in    the   decree    of   that    court. 

By  the  Court,  Mr.  C.  R.  Barwell  : — ''  The  appellant's  claim  is 
founded  on  his  appointment  to  the  office  of  mootawullee  under  a 
deed,  dated  1st  Magh  1220  B.  S.,  executed  by  his  father  Rujub  Uli 
Khan,  the  appointee  of  the  original  founder  or  appropriator.  He 
complains  that  the  Board  of  Revenue  and  the  local  agents  at  Hooghly 
ejected  him  from  office  on  charges  of  corruption,  and  appointed  one 
Uli  Ukbar  Khan,  a  perfect  stranger,  first  as  ameen,  and  afterwards 
as  mutavvullee  of  the  establishment.  In  my  opinion  there  is  no 
proof  that  the  appellant  ever  entered  on  the  duties  of  the  office 
which  he  claims,  that  he  ever  received  any  part  of  the  allowances, 
or  was  ever  in  the  management  of  the  trust.  Rujub  Uli  Khan,  the 
father  of  the  appellant,  certainly  did  not  resign  at  the  date  of  the 
deed  appointing  the  appellant,  for  in  certain  judicial  proceedings  subse- 
quent to  the  year  1220  B.  S.,  Rujub  Uli  Khan  himself  appeared  as 
still  the  mootawullee  :  he  continued  to  draw  the  allowances  of 
^  mootawullee    in    his    own  name  ;    and    he    never    intimated    his    resignation 

of  the  office  or  the  apiiointinent  of  his  son  as  successor,  to  any 
Government  functionary,  although  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  the 
original  appropriator  he  had  no  power  or  authority  to  appoint  another 
mootawullee  in  his  room,  without  the  sanction  and  approval  of  the 
Government.  The  appellant  lays  much  stress  upon  an  order  of  the 
Board  of  Revenue,  dated  15th  September  1818,  respecting  the  appoint- 
ment of  Uli  Ukbar  Khan,  in  which  he  ( the  appellant )  is  termed 
mootawullee  :  but  no  enquiry  appears  to  have  been  made  on  the 
occasion  and  the  mere  casual  insertion  of  the  titb  in  an  office  order 
cannot  avail  as  evidence  in  the  case.  It  is  to  be  further  observed 
that  in  the  enquiry  made  by  the  collector,  and  under  his  authority,' 
only    Rujub     Uli    Khan    and    Bakir   Uli    Khan    were   implicated,    the    name 
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of  tlio  appellant  not  appearing.  The  real  trustees  were  proved  guilty  Wa«iq  UH  Khan 
of  corruption  ami  nial-appropriation  of  the  wuqf  property,  and  very  The  Govemmeiit 
properly  removed  ;  but  the  appellant  was  not  even  mentioned  as  a 
trustee,  and  no  corruption  was  proved  against  him.  The  name  of  Rujub 
llh  Khan  moreover  continued  in  the  collector's  registry  of  landed 
proprietors  as  the  party  in  possession  of  the  endowed  lands  until  he 
was  ejected  subsequently  to  1220,  under  the  order  which  followed  the 
en(iuiry  into  his  ct«iduct.  Further  the  number  of  trustees  was  res- 
tricted to  two,  and  the  two  offices  were  filled  by  Rujub  Uli  Khan  and 
Baqir  Uli  Khan.  All  those  circumstances  tend  to  prove  that  the 
deed  appointing  the  appellant  was  never  actually  enforced.  His  claim, 
therefore  to  a  portion  of  the  allowances,  of  the  Mootawallee  and  to 
be  re-appointed  to  an  office  which  he  has  never  held,  falls  t )  the 
ground  ;  and  the  decree  of  the  provmcal  court  must  therefore  be 
conhrmed.  As  it  appears  however  that  Rajub  Uli  Khan  did  really 
nominate  the  appellant  as  his  successor,  and  as  no  corruption  or 
incapacity  has  been  proved  against  him  personally,  I  think  he  has 
the  best  title  to  the  management  of  the  trust,  should  the  Government 
think  proper  to  take  his  claim  into  consideration.  As  the  expression 
of  this  opinion  goes  beyond  the  mere  confirmation  of  the  decree  of 
the  provincial  court,  and  as  the  case  is  one  of  considerable  importance, 
1    wish    it    to    be    submitted    to   another   judge. 

The  case  was  then  laid  before  Mr.  T.  C.  Robertson,  who 
befox'e  entering  upon  the  merits  of  it,  submitted  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Court  at  large  the  point  on  which  the  ziUah  court  had  mainly 
decided,  viz,  whether  the  suit  was  cognizable  by  the  civil  court.  The 
subject  was  considered  at  length  by  the  judges  of  the  Court,  and 
finally  referred  for  the  opinion  of  the  Western  Court  of  Sudder 
Dewanny  Alawlut.  The  minutes  recorded  by  three  of  the  judges  of 
the  Calcutta  Court,  and  the  reply  of  the  Western  Court,  which  are 
given  at  the  end  of  this  case,  will  show  that  the  point  was  decided 
in    the    affirmative. 

Mr.  T.  C.  Robertson. — "The  deed  executed  by  Hajee  Mohummud 
Mohain,  dated  9th  liysakh,  1213  H.  S.,  has  the  following  clause, 
'after  me  the  moota .vullees  have  the  power  to  continue  whatever  they 
may  deem  proper,  and  to  abolish  whatever  they  may  deem  improper.' 
This  shows  that  the  trust  was  of  the  nature  of  a  towleeut  mi-ul- 
waseeut  or  testamentary  trust,  and  this  it  has  been  declared  to  have 
been  by  the  expositions  of  the  Mahomedan  law  which  appear  on  the 
record.  It  is  further  pr  ivided  in  the  deed  'that  whenever  a  moota- 
wullee  or  trustee  may  find  himself  unable  to  conduct  the  duties  of 
the  endowment,  he  may  appoint  any  one  whom  he  may  think  most 
fiit  and  deserving  as  mootawullee  or  trustee  in  his  stead.  This  provision 
establishes  the  right  of  the  mootawullee  to  appoint  his  successor.  The 
appointment  of  the  appellent  by  his  father,  Rujub  Uli  Khan,  one  of 
the  original  trustees,  is  clearly  established  by  the  towleeutnameh  appoin- 
ting the  appellant,  executed  by  his  father  on  the  1st  Magh,  122U  B.  8. 
The  execution  of  this  document  has  not  been  denied  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  )iothing  has  appeared  to  impugn  its  authenticity  and  validity, 
iloreover    the    possession    of    the    trust    property     and     the     managiMuent 
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Wasiq  Uli  Khaii    ^f    j^|j^    establisluuent    by    the    appellant,    are,    in    my     opinion,     proved     by 
versus  .  ...  .        . 

The  Government,  the     proceedings     which    were    held    on    certain    petitions    and    applications 

presented  by  the  present  mootawuUee,  Uli  Ukbur  Khan.  I  do  not 
think  the  fact  of  the  name  of  Rujub  Uli  Khan  having  been  continued 
in  the  collector's  registry  of  landed  proprietors,  is  sutficient  to  rebut 
the  evidence  adduced  to  prove  that  the  appointment  of  the  appellant 
was  canned  into  actual  operation.  I  do  not  doubt  the  power  of  the 
Board  of  Revenue  to  remove  a  trustee  of  a  religious  endowment  on 
proof  of  corruption,  but  the  legal  proofs  of  corruption  are  wanting  in 
this  case.  The  revenue  authorities  appear  to  have  proceeded  ciiiefly 
upon  the  reports  of  the  ameen,  Uli  Ukbur  Khan,  who  probably  was 
himself  looking  forward  to  the  ti'usteeship,  (to  which  indeed  he  waS' 
subsequently  appointed,;  and  who,  therefoi-e,  was  not  a  person  disinter- 
ested in  the  result  of  the  enquiry.  Under  these  circumstances  I  am. 
of  opinion  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  a  decree  for  what  he  claims,- 
viz.,  restitution  to  office,  and  payment  of  his  share,  as  mootawuUee. 
of  the  net  profits  of  the  lands.  At  the  same  time  I  am  of  opinion 
that  as  the  other  trustee  Baqir  Uli  Khan  is  insane,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  joint  trustees  is  likely  to  lead  to  disagreements  between 
them,  and  consequent  injui'y  to  the  trust,  the  Government  should 
interfere  to  appoint  a  person  to  the  active  management  of  the  endow- 
ment, the  appellant  being  allowed  his  share  of  the  trustee's  allow- 
ance. I  would  reverse  the  deci'ees  of  the  zillah  and  provincial 
courts.  The  case  must  therefore  be  sent  on  for  another  judge — and 
should  he  be  disposed  to  concur  with  me  in  all  points  with  the 
exception  of  that  part  of  my  opinion  which  would  go  to  exclude  the 
appellant  from  the  active  management  of  the  trust,  on  the  appointment 
of  a  trustee  by  the  Government,  I  shall  be  ready  to  re-consider  that 
part    of   my   judgment."  , 

Mr.  C.  W.  Smith. — "  There  are  thi-ee  points  for  consideration  in- 
this  case  :  Fii'st,  the  competency  of  the  civil  courts  to  entei'tain  the- 
suit.  Secondly,  what  grounds  under  the  Mahomedan  law  and  Govern- 
ment regulations,  are  sufficient  to  authorize  the  dismissal  of  a  trustee, 
and  who  is  the  proper  authority  to  take  cognizance  of  such  matters  ? 
Thirdly,  whether  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case  there  are- 
sufficient  grounds  for  interfering  with  the  orders  of  the  revenue 
authorities    in    the    present    case. 

The  first  point  has  been  settled  by  the  opinions  of  the  Presi- 
dency and  Western  Courts  of  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut  declara- 
tory   of    the    competency    of   the    civil    courts    to    entertain    the    suit. 

As  to  tlie  second  point,  the  precedent  of  Mohummud  Sadiq  appel- 
lant versus  Alohummud  Uli  and  others,  heirs  of  Mohubbut  Uli  res- 
pondent (page  17,  vol.  I,  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut  Reports.)  and 
the  futwas  on  the  recoi'd  of  the  case  now  before  the  Court,  are 
clear  as  to  proved  corruption  and  malversation  being  sufficient  grounds 
for  the  removal  of  a  mootawuUee.  The  power  of  removal  is  to  be 
exercised  by  the  waqif  or  appropriator,  then  by  the  wusee  or  executor, 
and  then  by  the  qazee  or  the  ruling  power.  The  power  vested  in 
the  Government  in  this  respect  has  been  delegated  by  Regulation 
XIX.    1810.    to   the    Board   of    Revenue. 
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to    till'     thinl     iKiiut.     tlio     docuiiu'iilary     ovidciico     on     tlio    Wusin  Uli  Khau 

:er8ut 
ovorninent. 


recovil    shows    tliat    various    tlissensions  and    disputes    existed   between    the  tIk-  q"*""* 


mootawuUees,  Kujub  Uli  Khan  and  Baqir  Uli  Khan,  which  led  to 
extravagance  of  expenditure,  tt)  derangement  and  confusion  of  every 
kind  in  the  management  of  the  trust,  and  to  a  want  of  punctuality 
in  the  payment  of  the  Government  revenue,  which  in  fact  occasioned 
a  tempprary   attachment    of    the    endowed    lands. 

It  is  further  shown  by  the  same  evidence  that  in  the  years  1220, 
1221,  and  1222  ]>.  S.,  the  same  mootawuUees  corruptly  made  sundry 
charges  on  account  of  tlisbursements,  which  they  were  not  competent 
and  authorized  to  incur  :  that  heavy  sums  which  have  not  been 
accounted  for,  were  misappropriated  by  them  :  that  monies  belonging 
to  the  trust  were  given  by  them  to  their  relatives,  and  some  portion 
of  tiie  proceeds  were  expended  in  the  payment  of  briijes  to  certain 
native  functionaries,  added  to  which  it  has  been  shown  that  the  moota- 
wuUees Avere  pai-ties  to  fi-audulent  attempts  to  alienate  to  private 
purposes  part  of  the  real  property  belonging  to  the  endowment.  The 
Board  of  Revenue,  therefore,  acted  with  perfect  propriety  when  they 
ordered  the  dismissal  of  the  trustees.  These  were  Rujub  Uli  Khan, 
the  father  of  the  appellant,  and  his  colleague,  Baqir  Uli  Khan,  and 
on    their    dismissal    the    office    of    mootawuUee    Ijecame    vacant. 

For  the  reasons  stated  \>y  Mr.  Barwell,  I  fully  concur  with  him. 
that  the  appellant  was  never  put  in  management  of  the  trust  under 
the  towleeutnamah  of  the  1st  Magli  1220  B.  S.  It  is  further  shown. 
as  stated  in  the  letter  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  of  the  12th  Septem- 
ber 1817,  that  the  connexions  and  relations  of  the  mootawuUees, 
including  the  appellant,  had  disqualified  themselves  for  the  office  of 
trustees    liy    becoming   parties    to   the    corrupt    transactions    above    noticed. 

I  therefore  concur  with  Mr.  Barwell  in  dismissing  the  appeal,  and 
make    final    the    judgment    proposed    i)y    him." 

On  the  disposal  of  the  case  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  appellant  presented 
a  petition  claiming  a  reference  to  another  judge,  the  case  not  having 
been  decided  by  two  concurring  voices  against  the  judgment  of 
Mr.  Robertson,  for  though  both  the  deciding  judges  agreed  in  the 
Ifnal  dismissal  of  tlie  appeal,  thej'  dilfered  as  to  a  most  material  fact, 
viz.,  whether  the  appellant  was  shown  to  luive  been  guilty  of  corrup- 
.  tion,  Mr.  Barwell  being  of  opinion  that  he  >vas  not.  whereas  Mr.  Suiith, 
held,  that  he  was  proved  to  have  been  nn'xed  up  with  the  corrupt 
proceedings    of    the    trustees. 

The  (,'ourt  observed  on  this  petition  that  although  the  deciding 
judges  concurred  in  regard  to  the  dismissal  of  the  appellant's  claim, 
they  differed  in  regard  to  the  proof  of  corruption  on  the  part  of  the 
appellant,  and  his  primary  claim  (subject  to  the  decision  of  Govern- 
ment) to  the  office  of  trustee  :  and  that  it  was  on  the  very  point 
last  mentioned,  that  Mr.  i5arwell  had  sent  on  the  case  for  the  opinion 
of  another  judge.  They  were,  thei-efore,  of  opinion  that  the  case  was 
incomplete  and  required  another  voice.  It  was  accordingly  laid  before 
Mr.    Money,    who    recorded    final    judgment    as    follows  : 

"  The  appellant  claims  the  office  of  trustee  under  a  towleeutnameh 
executed     by     his     father     Rujul)    Uli    Khan    on    the    let    Magh    1220.    the 
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Wasiq  Uli  KImii    p^wiM"    of    nominating   a    trustt'fi    liaving    l)oen    vested     in     him    as     moota- 

versus 
The  QoveruimMit.  wall(M\     Under    the    orginal    deed    of   trust    and    appropriation  executed  by 

Hajee    Mohununud    Mohsin,    and    complains    of   the    acts   of   the     Board     of 

Revenue    who,    as    alleged    by    him,    ejected  him,  from  the  offica  of  trustee 

without    proof    of   corruption.      The     case     involves     the     following     points 

for   consideration  : 

1.  Whether  the  trust  deed  executed  by  the  waqif  or  api)rrtpriator, 
was  a  towleeut  and  wasoeut  or  a  trust  and  devise,  or  merely  a 
towleeut    or    trust  ? 

2.  Whether  the  appellant  was  ever  put  in  charge  of  the  ti'ust  under 
the    deed    executed    by    his    father  ? 

3.  Whether  any  corruption  has  been  proved  against  him.  rendering 
him   liable    to   dismissal   from   the   office  ? 

4.  Whether  in  the  event  of  its  being  a  trust  and  devise,  the  claim 
of  the  appellant  as  regards  his  succession,  according  to  the  deed  executed 
by  his  father,  can  be  held  good  without  the  sanction  of  the  authority 
in  whom  the  control  of  religious  endowments  is  vested,  and  whether 
the    provisions    of    Regulation    XIX,    IS  10,    ai"e   thereby    affected  ? 

In  regard  to  the  1st  point  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  deed  executed 
by  Hajee  Mohummud  ^lohsin  was  of  the  nature  of  a  testamentary 
trust  ;  but  that  did  not  authorize  the  mootawuUees  to  dispose  of  anj' 
part  of  the  property  forming  the  subject  of  endowment,  or  to  perform 
any    act    in    opposition    to   the    terms    of    the    original    trust. 

On  the  second  point  I  agree  with  Mr.  Barwell,  that  the  appellant's 
personal  management  of  the  establishment  and  possession  of  the  trust, 
have  not  lieen  established,  for  his  father  was  clearly  in  the  manage- 
ment of  it,  subsequentlj'  to  the  execution  of  the  deed  executed  by  him 
on   the    1st   Magh    1220    B.    S. 

My  oj'inion  on  the  third  point  is,  that  corruption  on  the  part  of 
the    appellant    has    not    been  established. 

And    lastly.    I    do   not    think    that,    under    the    terms    of    the    original 

trust   deed,  the  endowment  could  have  been  ex- 
Dictum — tliat      a      luiiotawiillee 

appointed  under  a  testaiuentary  cluded  from  the  control  and  Superintendence  o| 
trust,  with  po,ver  to  nominate  his     ^^    g^^^.^  ^^  Revenue,  who  in  my  opinion  possess 

successor,    cannot,    under    Kegula-  '  ./if 

tion   X[X,    1810,    appoint  such     the   right    of    control     over    such     an     establish- 

successor   without    the    consent  of 

the  revenue  authorities ;  but  point     ment,     as     Well    as    over    an    absolute    towleeut. 
#  not  ruled.  Under  the   provisions     of     Sections     U,    12,    and 

P  13,    of    Regulation     XIX    of     1810,     Rujub     Uli    Khan    had    no     power   to 

appoint  a  successor  in  his  stead  without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of 
the  revenue  authorities.  There  is  no  reason  for  exempting  this  case 
from  the  operation  of  that  regulation,  which-  is  generally  applicable  to 
all    cases    of   endowment    for    religious    purposes. 

Concurring  with  ^Ir.  Barwell.  I  confirm,  in  all  points,  the  judgment 
proposed    by    him 

MiNUTKS,    &C.,    ALLUDED    TO    IN    A    PRECEDING    PAGE. 

Mr.  Robektson's  Minute — I  am  of  opinion  that  a  suit  for  the  recovery 
of   the    situation   of    mootawuUee    and    the    emoluments  annexed  to  it,  may 
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be    entertained,    not    only    lu'causi'    such  a  procedure  appears    to  bo   contcin-    Wusiq  Uli  Kbau 
plated    in     the     lotli     Section    of     Regulation     XIX    of     1810,    but    because  The  UoverDuien 
I    cannot    bring   nij-self    to   believe,    tliat    it    was     tiie    intention    of   legisla- 
ture   to   exempt,    in  tliis    one    instance,    the  acts  of    the  revenue  authorities 
from    that    juilicial     i-evision     to     which     they    were    formally    sul)jected    by 
Regulation    III    of    1793. 

At  the  period  when  Regulation  XIX  of  1810  was  passed,  the 
legislature  professed  to  be  guided  by  the  spirit  of  the  original  regula- 
tions, the  noble  founder  of  which  ha  1  proclaimed  his  opinion  (vide 
Harington's  Analysis,  page  26),  that  '"  there  is  no  class  of  men  over 
whom  the  Regulations  should  have  stricter  control,  than  the  officers 
who  are  entrusted  with  the  collection  of  the  public  revenue.  '  Had  it 
been  intended  therefore,  at  such  a  i)eriod,  to  invest  the  Board  of 
Revenue  with  a  discretionary  control  over  all  the  wuqf  tenures,  involving, 
as  these  do,  some  of  the  most  valuable  property  in  the  country,  I  must 
maintain  that  we  should  not  have  been  left  to  infer  this  from  the 
absence  of  any  provision  to  the  contrary,  but  should  have  been  told  in 
clear  and  unequiv.^cal  language  that  such  was  the  design  of  r.he  legis- 
lature. It  is  to  be  observed  also,  that  even  if  it  were  to  be  held,  that 
the  Regulation  XIX  of  1810  imparts  no  powers  to  the  courts  of  justice, 
still  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  takes  none  away,  and  that  therefore  if 
previously  to  its  enactment,  a  suit  of  the  description  under  consideration 
could  have  been  received,  there  is  no  good  reason  why  it  now  should 
be    rejected. 

To  me,  however,  it  appears  that  the  loth  Section  distinctly  recog- 
nizes the  competence  of  the  civil  courts  to  admit  suits  regarding 
transactions  arising  out  of  that  Regulation  ;  and  this  conclusion  is 
strengthened  by  observing  that,  in  the  list  of  persons  eligible  to  the 
situation  of  local  agent,  no  mention  is  made  of  any  judicial  authority. 
In  as  far,  however,  as  the  removal  of  the  present  plaintift"  can  be 
accounted  an  act  merely  of  the  Board  of  Revenue,  a  majority  of  our 
number  take  the  same  view  as  I  do  of  the  meaning  of  Section  15  of 
the  Rej;ulation  under  consideration  ;  but  a  distinction  has  been  drawn 
between  such  an  act  and  one  that  has  received  the  confirmation  of 
Government,  to  which  I  cannot  subscribe.  In  Section  11,  Regulation  III 
of  1798,  it  is  declared  that  a  party  aggrieved  by  an  act  of  the  Board, 
has  his  remedy  in  a  suit  against  the  Government.  Thus  it  appears 
that  tlie  Gfvernmeiii,  in  the  very  enactment  by  which  their  acts  are 
subjected  to  judical  revision,  identifies  itself  with  its  own  functionaries  ; 
and  it  consequently  in  my  o;)inion  follows,  that  the  character  of  any 
act  performed  by  the  said  functionaries,  cannot  be  in  the  slightest 
degree  altered  by  such  merely  ministerial  confirmation  as  is  implied  in 
the  approval,  however,    recorded,  of   an  ex  parte  and  extra  judicial  report. 

The  argument  deduced  from  Mahomedan  law,  in  favor  of  the  right 
of  Government,  as  the  sovereign,  to  assume  charge  of  any  endowmen^, 
which  may  be  pi-oved  to  its  satisfaction  to  have  been  mismanaged, 
would  be  conclusive,  were  it  not  that  the  British  Government  has  in 
the  preamble  to  Regulation  III  of  1793,  solemnly  divested  itself  of  its 
judicial    powers    and    lodged   the    same    in    its    courts    of   justice. 
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Wasui  Uli  Khan  [^   [^  j,,  ^\^q  soveivigii    ill   his  judicial   and   least   despotic  capacity,  that 

versus  .  .       '  .  mi  •      t        i  •    i 

The  Govcrnmciit.  tho    Malioinedaii    law    imparts    tlie    i)Ower  over  endowments.      Ihis   1    think 

is    clear    from    the    wording   of    every  fiitwa,   and  is  confirmed    liy   the   well 

known    fact    that,    in    countries    under    ^lahomedan    rule,    the    wuqf   tenure 

is    created    for    the    very    puipose    of    sheltering  property,     which     nothing 

else    could    protect    from    the    grasp    of   generally    unlimited  power. 

In  the  case  now  before  us  it  is  alleged,  that  no  enquiry  approa- 
ching to  what  can  be  called  a  judicial  investigation  has  as  yet  been 
instituted  ;  that  a  report  made  by  an  ameen  has  been  adopted  and 
acted  on  by  the  revenue  authorities,  v/ithout  an  attempt  having  been 
made  to  ascertain  its  correctness  ;  and  that  the  very  ameen,  by  whom 
that  report  was  made,  is  the  individual  whom  those  authorities  have 
placed  in  the  situation  of  mootsvullee.  from  which  the  plaintift  has 
been    ejected. 

As  I  cannot  believe  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  legislature,  that 
the  doors  of  the  courts  of  justice  should  be  closed  against  a  party 
soliciting  a  regular  judicial  investigation  of  the  suit  founded  upon  such 
allegations.  T  am  of  opinion  that  the  said  suit  should  be  admitted  and 
decided    on    its    merits. 

Mr.     Braddon's     Minute. — The     constitution     of     our    courts     having 
avowedly   been    framed    upon   the    principles     of 
otnorXotJuSS";     enabHng   every    individual    to   obtain    redress  for 
the  same  Regulation.  any   injury    he    may   sustain    in     his     person     or 

propertj,  and  the  Government  having  rendered 
itself  amenable  to  the  courts  of  civil  judicature  for  any  acts  done  by 
itself  or  its  public  officers  in  their  official  capacity  in  opposition  to  the 
Regulations,  1  apprehend  that,  in  order  to  constitute  any  particular 
description  of  injury  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  and  to  take  it 
out  of  the  cognizance  of  the  law,  it  was  indispensably  necessary  to 
have  declared  it  so  ;  and  therefore  in  the  absence  of  any  legislative 
enactment  depriving  the  courts  of  the  exercise  of  their  judicial  func- 
tions, w4th  respect  to  cases  of  the  same  nature  as  Wasiq  Uli's,  I 
cannot  avoid  coming  to  the  conclusion  that,  under  the  rules  contained 
in  Section  1.5  of  Regulation  XIX  of  1810.  the  orders  of  the  Board  of 
Jievenue  removing  him  from  the  superintendence  of  the  endowment  are 
not  final  aud  conclusive  against  his  rights  ;  for,  admitting  that  section 
to  be  ambiguously  woided,  any  doubt  which  could  arise  of  its  mean- 
ing is  entirely  removed  by  the  marginal  epitome  of  it,  which  runs 
thus — "  Individuals  deeming  themselves  injured  by  any  orders  passed 
under  this  Regulation"  are  "'not  precluded  from  suing  for  the  recovery 
of  their  rights  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  Regulations."  I  am 
accordingly  of  opinion  that  the  courts  wei'e  competent  to  receive  and 
try    the    suit  preferred    by  Wasiq    Uli. 

^Ir.  Baeweli/s  Minute. — 1  have  recorded  in  this  case  my  opinion 
that  the  appellant  never  was  in  fact  constituted  mootwullee  ;  and  there- 
fore that  his  suit  for  compensation  on  account  of  the  loss  of  that 
office  cannot  be  maintained.  If  proof  had  been  given  of  his  having 
been  in  possession  of  that  office,  the  question  raised,  and  treated  in 
the    minutes    of   the    respective   judges,    would    have    been    pertinent    to  the 
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circumstances  established  on  the  record.  But  the  appellant's  case  is  Wasiq  uii  Klmi: 
left  without  any  foundation,  unless  it  be  shown  that  he  was  actually  The  GoveromeDt 
and  legally  possessed  of  that  advantage,  for  the  deprivation  of  which 
he  seeks  redress.  I  contend  therefore  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  the 
decision  of  the  case,  that  any  doctrine  should  be  declared,  or  general 
rule  laid  down  by  the  Sudder  DeA^anny  on  its  competence,  or  other- 
wise, to  entertain  this  or  similar  suits.  I  have  no  objection  however 
to  state  my  opinion  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  does  extend  to 
them.  Admitting  even  that  the  order  of  deprivation  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  Government,  still  the  authority  making  the  statement,  on  which 
that  order  was  founded,  must  be  held  responsible  for  its  justice  and 
correctness.  And  in  no  other  way  than  by  the  institution  of  a  suit, 
and  by  the  trial  of  it,  can  any  party  complaining  of  injury  from  such 
statement  enjoy  an  opportunity  of  proving  the  partiality  or  error  of 
such  representation  ;  neither  is  it  consistent  with  the  principles  of 
justice  that  any  difficulty  or  obstacle  should  be  opposed  by  the  supreme 
authority  to  the  rectification  of  such  material  defects,  supposing  their 
existence  to  be  established,  in  which  case  the  reversal  of  the  order  of 
deprivation  would  ensue,  on  production  of  the  decision  of  the  C.ourt  to 
the    effect    that    it    was    based    on    insufficient    or   mistaken   grounds. 

But  in  the  actual  case  it  seems  to  me  that  the  real  point  at 
issue  is  whether  Wasiq  Uli  ever  was  legally  constituted  mootwullee  or 
not.  My  conviction  is  that  he  never  was  so,  and  therefore  that  his 
suit  for  damages  on  account  of  deprivation  of  that  office  is  vitiated  at 
its    source. 

Lettp:k   of    the  Regibtuau    of   the    Western    Court   to  the   Registrar   of 
THE   Presidency  Court,   dated   18th   July  1834. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Court  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoUr 
letter  of  the  18th  ultimo,  regarding  the  case  of  Wasiq  Uli,  with  the 
minutes    of    the    judges    of   the    Presidency    Court  thereon. 

2.     The  Court    understand    the    case  to   be   as    follows  • — 

Hajee   Mohummud    Mohsin   during   the     life     wrote     a     document     by 

which,   as    he   had   no   heirs,   he    ordered  the    proceeds    of   an    estate   to  be 

appropriated — 

Ist. — To   the    maintenance    of    an    imambarah. 

2nd. — To  that   of   two   mootwullees   for     the    administration    of   the 
funds. 

3rd. — To   that    of    certain    other    individuals    mentioned    in  a  separate 
list. 

Under  this  deed  the  plaintiff  Wasiq  Uli  became  mootwullee  and 
administered  the  funds.  The  collector  and  Board  of  Revenue,  appa- 
rently on  a  charge  of  misappropriation,  deprived  him  of  the  office  of 
mootawuUee,  and,  having  attached  the  estate,  administered  the  funds 
through  an  ameen.  Wasiq  Uli  has  brought  a  regular  suit  in  order  to 
regain  possession  of  his  office,  of  which  he  considers  himself  to  have 
been  unjustly  deprived.  The  point  which  has  been  discussed  by  the 
Presidency  Court  and  which  is  referred  for  the  Court's  opinion  is  simj-ly 
whether   this    suit    can    be    admitted. 
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WasiqUMKhan  3.     Under    the    terms     of    the    deed    it    appears    that    Wasiq   Uli    has 

chT  GOTororaent.  been    duly   appointed    mootawullee,  and    that,  in    the    event    of    his    finding 

himself   unfit    for    the   task    of    manager,   he    may    appoint    a   fit    person    as 

manager    in    his    place. 

4.  Under  the  provisions  of  sections  3  and  5,  Rogulaiion  XIX,  1810, 
the  Board  of  Revenue  are  required  to  take  care  that  such  endowments 
are  duly  appropriated  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  destined,  and 
to  prevent  misappropriation,  care  being  had  not  to  infringe  any  private 
rights  (section  10),  and  by  section  15,  orders  passed  by  them  with 
respect  to  the  appropriation  of  such  lands,  etc.,  are  liable  to  an  appeal 
to  the  regular  courts,  where  any  individual  considering  himself  aggrieved 
may    sue    for    the    recovery    of    such    lands,  etc.,  as    well   as    for    damages. 

5.  The  point  now  referred  is  not  whether  a  misappropriation  has 
taken  place,  or  whether  private  rights  have  been  infringed  by  the  orders 
of  the  revenue  authorities,  but  merely  whether  a  suit  which  charges 
the  Board  of  Revenue  with  an  infringement  of  private  rights,  viz.,  an 
unjust  deprivation  of  Wasiq  Uli,  can  be  admitted.  The  Court  are  of 
opinion  that  such  a  suit  can  be  entertained.  The  Court  at  the  same 
time  remark,  that  the  decision  '  of  this  point  is  entirely  unconnected  with 
the  determination  of  the  extent  of  the  authority  of  the  Board  of 
Revenue  under  the  Regulation  above  quoted,  a  matter  which  remains 
to   be    considered    in    deciding   the    case    after   its    admission. 

REMARKS. 

The  questions  of  whether  the  appointment  of  the  appellant  to  the 
trusteeship  by  Rujub  Alee  Khan  was  valid  or  not,  and  of  the  extent 
of  interference  which  can  be  legally  exercised  by  the  revenue  authorities 
under  Regulation  XIX,  1810,  in  regard  to  such  appointments,  were  not 
positively  ruled  by  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  under  the  exposition  of 
the  Mahomedan  law  as  contained  in  the  opinions  of  the  Muddrissa 
moolvees  and  the  law  officers  of  the  Sudder  Court.  It  may  be  assumed 
that  the  appointment  of  a  successor  by  a  mootawullee  or  trustee,  himself 
legally  appointed  and  duly  empowered  by  the  original  deed  of  appropria- 
tion to  make  such  appointment,  and  faithfully  and  efficiently  discharging 
his  trust,  would  be  a  legal  and  valid  appointment  ;  and  that  the  trustee 
so  appointed  cannot  be  removed  by  the  ruling  power  without  proof  or 
strong  presumption  of  corruption  or  incompetency.  (See  Macnaghten's 
Principles  of  Mahomedan  Law,  Nos.  .5,  6,  8  and  10.  pages  69,  71.) 
by  Regulation  XIX  of  1810,  the  general  superintendence  of  all  endowed 
property  is  vested  in  the  Board  of  Revenue  assisted  by  local  agents, 
and  the  terms  of  some  of  the  provisions  of  that  enactment  clearly  show 
that,  in  proceedings  held  under  it,  the  revenue  authorities  are  required 
to  have  respect  to  the  express  conditions  of  the  deed  of  appropriation, 
the  intentions  of  the  appropriator,  and  the  particular  law  applicable  to 
the  case.  The  futwas  further  clearly  shew  that  conformably  to  a  deed 
of  appropriation,  of  the  nature  under  consideration  in  the  above  case, 
one  of  the  mootawuUees  could  not  act  solely  in  the  trust  affairs,  nor 
could  he  appoint  a  sole  successor,  but  that,  on  a  vacancy  unprovided 
for    occurring,    the    appointment    rested   with    the    ruling   power. 
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No.   1340. 

To 

F.   I.   Hai.liday,  Esq., 

Secretary  to  tlie  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue. 

Sir, 

1  am  directed  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  of  Bengal  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  the  9th  instant,  with  its 
enclosures  relative  to  the  Mutwallyship  of  the  Hooghly  Imainbarah  and 
in    reply    to    communicate    as    follows. 

2.  His  Lordship  concurs  with  the  Junior  Member  of  the  Board  in 
thinking  it  desirable  that  the  appointment  abovementioned  should  be  given 
to  some  person  whose  previous  well-earned  character  would  be  a  pledge 
to  the  Government  for  his  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  Mootwally 
and  he  requests  that  the  Board  will  use  their  best  endeavour  to  discover 
an  individual  thus  qualified  for  the  trust.  None  of  the  parties  whose 
names  have  been  submitted  in  your  letter  under  reply  appear  to  possess 
the    requisijte    recommendation. 

3.  The  Sudaer  Court  were  requested  on  the  18th  instant  to 
nominate  a  candidate  for  the  appointment  in  common  with  other  persons 
of  distinguished  merit  and  character  in  other  branches  of  the  public 
service  who  might  perhaps  be  thought '  to  deserve  the  distinction,  the 
three  principal  sudder  aumeens  of  the  Shea  persuasion,  whom  they 
might  consider  t6  possess  the  highest  claims  on  the  score  of  tried 
ability  and  integrity.  Their  reply,  however,  shows  that  there  is  but 
one  person  of  the  Shea  persuation  employed  in  the  district  subject  to 
their  jurisdiction  as  Principal  Sadar  Aumeen  and  that  that  individual 
has  not  attracted  their  particular  notice  for  any  distinguished  qualifica- 
tion. The  Board  are  requested  to  ascertain  whether  there  be  any  Shea 
of  considei-ation  employed  in  the  Revenue  or  any  other  Department 
whose  services  have  exhibited  fidelity  and  integrity  and  have  given 
satisfaction  with  respect  to  ability  after  the  experience  of  past  events  in 
the  administration  of  the  Imambarah.  His  Lordship  would  be  very 
unwilling  to  entrust  the  management  oC  that  institution  to  any  person 
however,  ostensibly  respectable  not  of  tried  high  character  and  it  is 
indispensible  that  the  Mootwally  should  be  prepared  to  reside  altogether 
at  Hooghly  and  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  duties  of  his 
situation. 

4.  Pending  the  definite  appointment  of  a  Mootwally  His  Lordship 
considers  it  desirable  that  Moulvee  Zynuddeen  who  seems  to  possess 
the  confidence  of  the  Local  Agents  should  remain  in  charge  of  the 
oflice. 
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5.     The    Governor    lias    remarked    with    much    regret    the    unbecoming 
tenor    of    Mr.    Pattle's  Minute  of   the    5th    of    July    last. 

I  am, 

Sir, 
Your  most  odedient  servant, 

(Sd.)  R.  D.  MANGLES. 
Secretary    to   the    Government    of    Bengal. 

Fort   William, 
The   27th    September  1836. 
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Minute  hy  3kd  Member. 

T    have    the    pleasure    to    submit    to   my    colleagues     the     draft    of     a 

demi-official     letter  ;     I     considered  it    my    duty 

^^Hooghly    imambaruh  M«tw.iii-     ^^^   address    to    the    Private     Secretary     of     the 

Right  Honourable  the  Governor  of  Bengal 
for  the  consideration  of  His  Lordship  under  date  the  8th  November 
last  on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  Syed  Zynooddeen  Hussain 
to  the  vacant  office  of  Mutwalli  of  the  Imambarah  of  Hajee 
Mohamed   Muhsin    at    Hooghly. 

I  have  80  fully  embodied  my  reasons  for  desiring  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Syed  in  the  letter  alluded  to  that  I  will  not  repeal 
what  I  have  there  said  in  this  place ;  I  am  more  than  ever  con- 
vinced that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  procure  a  person  better  qualified 
in  all  respects  than  he  is,  for  the  important  charge.  That  he  is 
perfect,  and  that  no  objections  can  be  brought  against  him,  I  do  not 
mean  to  say.  But  where  are  we  to  look  for  a  man  against  whom 
no  objections  can  be  urged  ?  And  if  we  keep  the  appointment  open 
till  such  a  person  is  found,  how  long  will  it  be  before  the  situation 
is  filled  up  ?  It  would  be  tantamount  to  putting  it  off  sine  die  in 
my  opinion.  Now  in  my  idea  it  is  necessary  that  the  question  should 
be  speedily  decided.  The  aijpointment  has  been  kept  open  very  long 
time,  and  certainly  inconsiderate  iiaste  at  least  cannot  be  charged 
against  the  present  nomination.  Keeping  the  question  in  abeyance 
keeps  open  the  expectations  of  numerous  hungry  aspii'ants  who  have 
really  no  qualifications  whatever  to  fit  them  for  the  appointment.  It 
keeps  the  affairs  of  the  whole  establishment  in  a  state  of  wavering 
uncertainty,  renders  an  efficient  and  vigorous  control  impossible,  and 
in   all   respects   acts    injuriously   on    the   interests   of   the    Institution. 

Note. — Hajee  MohaimnaJ  Ishpahany,  I    iinderstoud,  will  not  consent  to  reside  altogetlier    at    Hooglily 
wliicb  iB  ftn  objeotioD  lo  lie  insuperable. 

I  beg,  therefore,  strongly  to  recommend  the  confirmation  of  Syed 
Zynooddeen  Hussain  in  the  vacant  office  ;  and  would  respectfully  urge 
the  same  on  the  consideration  of  the  Right  Honourable  tlie  Governor 
of    Bengal. 

1  request  this  Minute  and  the  letter  alluded  to  may  Ix'  circulated 
and   laid    before    the    Board    on    the    next    Board    day. 

6th    December    1836. 


My    deak  Colvin, 

It  will  not,  I  trust,  be  deemed  out  of  place  considering  that  the 
remodelling  of  the  Hooghly  Imambarah,  etc.,  has  been  conducted  under 
my  supei'intendence,  if  I  submit  a  few  observations  for  His  Lordship's 
consideration,    relative    to  the    vacant    appointment   of    Mutwallee. 

2nd. — During  the  last  4  months  Syed  Zynuddin  Hussain  has 
officiated     as    Mutwali,   and     it     is    but   justice   to   that    individual    to    say 
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tliat  he  has  •  not  only  aftorded  the  Local  Agents  and  myself  every 
satisfaction,  but  that  he  has  been  instrumental  in  bringing  to  light  the 
malversations  of  the  former  officers  of  the  institution  and  in  correcting 
existing   evils. 

3rd. — Zynuddin  Hussain  was  brought  up  in  the  Calcutta  Madrasa, 
and  is  one  of  the  l)est  educated  Mahomedans  I  have  met  with.  His 
knowledge  of  English  is  indeed  somewhat  remarkable  for  one  of  his 
si>ct  and  he  has  lately  done  good  service  by  instructing  some  of  the 
classes  in  Geography  to  which  he  purposes  to  add  History  and  Geometry 
in    which    also  he   is    himself  well    qualified. 

4th. —  It  will  not  escape  His  Lordship,  that  it  is  of  vast  importance 
to  the  future  well-being  of  the  institution,  that  the  Local  Agents  should 
have  a  Mutwali  to  deal  with,  in  whom  they  may  be  able  to  place 
confidence,  one  who  will  go  along  with  them  in  introducing  and  keeping 
up  reforms  in  the  fiscal  management,  and  not  set  himself  in  opposition  to 
their  wislies.  and  seek  his  own  interests,  or  create  cavil  and  discontent 
in  the  establishment.  The  importance  also  of  having  at  the  head  of 
the  Institution  a  person  anxious  to  encourage  an  enlightened  system 
of  education  among  those  of  his  own  pursuasion,  is  not  to  be  lost 
sight  of.  The  generality  of  Mahomedans  of  the  old  school,  are 
averse  to  the  introduction  of  English,  for  they  have  sense  enough  to 
perceive  their  own  importance  will  be  diminished  as  their  ignorance  is 
detected  by  the  enlightened  of  the  rising  generation  and  as  they  have 
also,  I  cannot  but  think,  a  presentiment  that  their  own  religion  cannot 
stand  the  light  of  truth,  they  discourage  English  on  a  principle  of 
attachment   to    their    o^yn    creed. 

5th. — Out  of  80  scholars  attached  to  the  Calcutta  Madrasa,  I 
understand  about  20  only  studied  English  in  consequence  of  the  pre- 
judices of  the  Arabic  and  Persian  teachers  against  it.  The  appoint, 
ment  then  of  an  individual  attached  to  English  literature  might  work 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  a  most  beneficial  change  upon  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Mahomedans  generally  and  be  attended  with  the  best 
effects    on    the   interests    of   the  rising   generation. 

6th. — Of  this,    I    am    sure,    that  the  influence  of  a    bigot    at  the  head 

of   the    Institution    added    to   the  weight   of  prejudice   at    present  indulged 

by    some    of   the    teachers    AVould    have  a  most    baneful  influence  upon  the 
good  the    establishment    is    calculated    to   produce. 

7th. — The  only  objections  I  have  heard  advanced  to  Zynooddeen  are 
his    youth    and    his    not    having   performed    service    to    Govei'nment. 

8th. — The  first  objection  will  diminish  daily  and  if  qualified  it  should 
surely  be  no  reproach  to  him,  that  he  was  found  qualified  at  an  early 
date. 

9th. — To  the  second  objection  may  be  opposed  the  services  done  to 
the  State  by  his  father.  Moulvee  Kurim  Hussain  Khan  Bahadoor  was 
for  31  years  Head  Moonshee  of  the  College  of  Fort  William,  and 
enjoys    a   pension    of    100  rupees    a    month.     He    is     now     Vakeel     to    the 
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King  of  Oudh,  ami  in  that  cai)acity  attends  the  Governor  General's 
Durliar.  He  is  a  man  I  am  informed,  of  high  respectability  and 
deserves  well  of  the  Government.  Zynooddeen  Hussain's  elder  brother 
Syed  Aziinuddin  Hussain  was  appointed  by  Lord  William  Bentinck, 
Agent  at  the  North  of  the  Indus,  a  situation  which  he  continues  to 
hold. 

10th. — 'There  was  some  quarrel,  I  understand,  between  Zynooddeen 
Hussain  and  the  students  of  the  Calcutta  Madrasa,  but  if  it  is  recol- 
lected that  he  was  the  only  Sheea  and  had  to  contend  against  80 
Sunees,  the  wonder  will  be  that  he  was  able  to  remain  4  years  in 
the  College.  However,  Captain  Onseley  and  Mr.  Rochfort,  tl^e  English 
Teacher  can  be  referred  to  for  his  character  while  in  the  Calcutta 
Madrasa. 

11th. — I  must  apologize  for  this  lengthened  address  ;  but  as  the 
object  in  view  is  alone  the  benefit  of  the  institution  which,  I  am  con- 
fident, is  the  principle  which  will  actuate  Lord  Auckland  in  the  choice 
of  an  individual  to  the  appointment  of  Mutwallee,  I  shall  be  excused, 
I  trust,  the  performance  of  what  I  have  considered  a  duty.  I  will 
only  add  that  Zynooddeen  Hussain  was  selected  by  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Public  Instruction  and  sent  up  to  act  as  an  Ameen  over 
the  affairs  of  the  late  Hooghly  Madrassa  and  that  my  acquaintance 
with  him  is  limited  to  the  period  of  my  official  connection  with  that 
institution. 

I    am,    etc., 
(Sd.)  H.  WALTERS. 

Hooghly, 
The   8th    November,    1836. 

To  John  Colvin,  Esq., 

Private    Secretary    to   the 

Right    Honourable    Lord   Auckland, 

Governor   of   Bengal. 


247 


248 


Xo. 

Secretary    lo    CJovtM-innriit. 

Revenue    Department . 


SuDDi'.ii   HoAiti)   oi"    Rkvknie. 
I'Gth    Decenil.or.    1S36. 


Sii;. 

In  continuation  of  my  letter  to  your  address,  No.  836  of  Uth 
September,  and  in  rejily  to  yours  of  the  27tli  September  last,  I  am 
directed  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Governor  of  Bengal  that  in  consequence  of  the  suggestion  conveyed  by 
the  second  paragraph  of  your  letter  last  mentioned,  a  demi-official 
reference  was  on  the  5th  ultimo  made  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Alves, 
Political  Agent  at  Joypore,  on  the  subject  of  the  qualifications  of  Syed 
Keramut  Ali,  the  companion  of  Lieutenant  Conolley's  travels  who  the 
Board  were  disposed  to  think  had  a  considerable  claim  on  the  consi- 
deration of  Government,  and  might,  on  other  accounts,  be  deemed  a  fit 
successor  to  the    late    Mutwalli    of    Hooghly. 

2nd. — The  reply  of  Colonel  Alves.  which  together  with  the  extract 
it  alludes  to,  is  forwarded  in  original,  has  satisfied  the  Ijoard  that  they 
could  not  makn  a  better  nomination  than  Sj'ed  Keramut  Ali.  Colonel 
Alves  and  Captain  Trevelyan,  it  will  be  seen,  give  to  Keramut  Ali  a 
high  jharacter  for  integrity,  information  and  intelligence,  and  the  latter 
officer  adds  that  in  his  opinion  "  he  is  eminently  calculated  to  fill  such 
a    post    as    the    one    in  question  "    (the    Mutwalliship). 

ord. — Under  these  circumstances  the  Board  do  not  hesitate  to 
recommend  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  of  Bengal  the  ajipoint- 
ment  of  Syed  Keramut  Aly  to  the  Mutwalliship  of  the  Hooghly 
Imamliarah. 

4th. — A  list  of  the  candidates  who  have  applied  for  the  appoint- 
ment   since    the    date    of    my    last    letter    is    herewith    appended. 

1    have,   etc., 
(Sd.)   1).ij<:giblk. 


APPLICANTS    FOR   THE   MUTWALLISHIP   OF    THF:    HOOGHLY 

IMAMBARAH. 


Ahmud  Kabeer. 
Hafezuddin   Ahmed. 
Mirza       Moliammad 

Ishapahanee. 
Zynuddeen    Hussain. 
Wasick    Ally    Khan. 


Moliamed    ^loostakeen. 
Ameeruddin    Mohamed. 
Mehdee  Syed    Ghaleb    Ally. 

Buzlul    Hussain. 
Ally    Mehdee    Khan    Bahadur 
Mirza    Abdul    Khasim. 
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Mirza    Mahomed    Mehdy.  i         Syed    Uad    Ally. 

Syed    Sooban    Ally    Khan.  |         Syed    .laiml>    Ally. 

2^,  B. — The    names    noted    above   were  incliuleil  in    the    Board's   addrin»   to    Government,    Xo.  336, 
dated   9tli    September    1836. 


Mohamed    Tovab. 

Mirza    Aman    Ally    Khan. 

Uskurray    Khan. 


Syed    Zynuddeen. 
Ahmed    Ukbiir. 
Shaik    Taukiv    Ally. 


SUUDKR    BOARO    OF    ReVRNUK, 

Calcutta,    oth   November    1835. 

My  dear  Sir, 

Having  instituted  some  enquiries  with  a  view  to  ascertain  what 
had  become  of  a  native  gentleman  who  accom]  anied  Lieutenant  A. 
ConoUey  through  Persia  to  this  country  T  have  been  given  to  understand 
thai  the  individual  in  question  (Keramut  Ally)  is  a  sudder  ameen 
within  your  jurisdiction.  The  occasion  of  my  enquiry  was  the  present 
vacancy  in  the  ai.pointment  of  Mutwalli  to  the  Hooghly  Imambarah 
under    the   trust    and    will    of    IMohamed    Mohsin. 

I    know    no    one    else  to  whom    I    could    so  well  apply  for  information 

as    to   the    character    and    qualifica- 

thJc:.Sr;'?:Z'S'T?;f'Eif  ''''''''   "     tions    of     Keramut     Ally    as     your- 

self    and    this     will     I     trust    form 
my    excuse    for   the    present    intrusion. 

Would  you,  therefore,  have  the  kindness  to  favour  me  with  your 
opinion  if  Keramut  Ally  in  regard  to  the  following  requisites  which 
seem   to   be   indispensible    in    the    individual    to   be    selected    for  the  post. 

1.  Unblemish    integrity.  I  3.     Intelligent. 

2.  Well    educated.  I  4.     Good    tempered. 

It  is  also  indispensible  that  the  successful  candidate  should  be  a 
Sheea  and  not  a  Soonee  and  I  ought  to  have  placed  this  requisite  first, 
since  if  he  had  all  the  other  qualifications,  the  prejudices  of  those  with 
whom  he  \vould  be  associated  who  are  one  and  all  Sheas  would  exclude 
him,    if    Soonee. 

Would  you  kindly  favour  me  with  a  comnutnication  on  the  above 
subject  at  the  same  time  informing  me  whether  Keramut  Ully  would 
be    willing   to   take    the    appointment,    if    it    were    offered    to    him. 

My  dear  Sir, 
Yours    very    faithfully, 

(Sd.)  Illegible. 

M.uoii    Alves, 

Political    Agent,    Joypur. 
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No.    12. 
To    tlic    Rocrctary    to    the    SuddiM-    IJoard    of    Hcvimuk'. 

Siu. 

T  am  directed  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  of  Bengal  tf) 
acknowlede'e  the  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  512  of  the  26th  ultimo,  and 
to  request  that  you  will  inform  the  Board  in  reply  that  His  Lordship 
approves  and  sanctions  their  nomination  of  Sy^d  Keramut  Alii  as 
Mutwalli  of  the  Imambarah  at  Hooghly.  He  is  appointed  accordingly. 
The  Board  will  be  pleased  to  make  the  necessary  communication  to 
Kerumut  Ali  and  the  Local  Authorities,  and  to  request  the  former 
to    join    his    appointment    with    the    least    practicable    delay. 

I  have,  etc., 
(Sd.)  R.  D.  MANGLES, 
Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal. 
Fort  William, 
The  3rd  January  1837. 


Ordered  that  the  following  letters  be  written  to  Syed  Keramut  AUi, 
Sudder  Ameen  at  Ajmere,  Superintendent  of  Ajmere,  and  Local 
Agent   at    Hooghly. 

No.    17. 

To 

Syed    Keramut    Ally, 

Sudder   Ameen,    Ajmere. 

Sir, 

On  the  26th  ultimo  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  recommended 
to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Governor  of  Bengal  that  you  should 
receive  the  appointment  of  Mutwallee  to  the  Imambarali  and  endow- 
ment at  Hooghly  vacant  by  the  removal  of  Ally  Akbur  Khan. 
In  consequence  of  the  recommendation  His  Lordship  has  been  pleased 
to  appoint  you  to  the  Mutwallyship  as  notified  to  the  Board  in 
Mr.    Secretai-y    Mangles'    letter    No.    12    of   the    3rd     instant. 

2nd. — You  are  requested  to  lose  no  time  in  joining  your  new 
situation  when  you  will  place  yourself  in  communication  with  the  Local 
Agents    and    through    them    acquaint    the   Board    with   your  arrival. 

J  am,    etc., 

(Sd.)  F.  L  HALLIDAY, 

Secretary, 
The   9th    January    1837. 


251 


No    16. 

To 

The    Superintendent  of    Ajniere. 

Sir, 

Herewith  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  for  your  information 
a  copy  of  a  letter  thjs  day  written  under  the  orders  of  the  Suddar  Hoard 
of    Revenue    to   Syed   Keramut    Alii. 

T  have,    etc.. 
(Sd.)  F.  I.  HALLIDAY. 

Secretary. 

The    !)tli    January     1837. 

No.  18. 

To 

The   Local   Agents    at    Hooghly. 

Gentlemen, 

Herewith     I    have    the     honour 

Board    to   Government   dated   the    26th  December  in  •     p  • 

1836.  to     forward     for     your     mtormation 


Board  to  Keramut  Ally  dated  9th  .January  1837. 


Government  in  reply-   dated   3rd    January  1837.  •  £    correspondence      noted     in 

RnnrrI  tn  Kpvnnint  Allv  cirttftii  9th  .liinuarv  183/.  ^^jj  ^^  i 

the  margin. 

T  have,  etc.. 


(Sd.)  F.  I.  HALLIDAY. 

Secretary. 


The  9th   January    1837. 
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No.    60. 


To 


Coiiiinissinncv    of   .Icssore. 


Sir. 


T  am  directed  by  the  Sadder  Board  of  Revenue  to  acknow- 
Ied,2:e  the  receipt  of  your  predecessor's  letter  No.  (36),  under  date  2nd 
instant,  regarding  c(M'tain  Kliarij  Towleut  estates  attached  to  the  Hooghly 
Knianiliarah    and    in    reply   to    connnunicate    as    follows. 

2nd.  The  Board  have  little  doubt  that  the  documents  under  whicli 
the  present  occupiers  of  Maloneha  and  Kantagunge  hold  these  estates 
are  forgeries,  and  that  tliere  was  a  time  when  their  claims  might  iiave 
been  successfully  resisted.  Whether  that  time  has  betMi  allowed  to 
elapse,  it  is  not  at  present  necessary  to  determine  ;  for  the  first  point 
to  be  decided  is  wliether  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  can  maintain 
an  action  for  these  estates,  supposing  the  title  of  the  pn'senl  liolders 
to    he    ever    so    bad. 

3rd  It  would  seem  from  the  letter  of  the  Local  Agents,  dated 
26th  December  last,  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Commissioner  Pigon  tliat  these 
estates  form  no  part  of  the  endowment.  If  tlie  fact  he  that  the 
Towleutnamah  particularizes  certain  i)roperty  appro, n-lated  as  Wuqf  in 
which  particulariaztion  the  instates  in  (question  are  not  included,  there 
must,  as  the  Board  conceive,  he  an  end  of  all  attempts  to  resume 
them  as  pait  of  the  (Midowmimt.  liut  on  this  point  they  desire  to  he 
distinctly    informed. 

4th.  The  only  other  ground  on  which  the  Local  Agents  (;ould  main- 
tain a  suit  for  these  estates  is  that  as  Hajee  Mohsin  died  without 
heirs,  such  of  his  property  as  was  not  included  in  the  Towleutnamah 
might  be  considered  an  escheat  to  Government  ;  liut  the  Board  perceive 
from  the  correspendence  submitted  with  your  predecessor's  letter 
that  on  24:th  November  1815,  the  Governor-General  in  Council,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  then  Board  of  Revenue,  consented  to  waive  the 
claim  to  escheat  and  allowed  the  occupants  of  the  Kharij  Towleut  lands 
to  retain  possession  of  the  same  at  the  jumma  then  asst^ssed  upon 
them.  If,  then,  this  arrangement  has  not  hitherto  heen  interfered  with, 
it  would  be  scarcely  possible  at  the  present  time  of  day  to  come  for- 
\vard    with    a    claim    on    the    ground    that    the    lands    are    an    escheat. 

5th.  There  are,  however.  some  circumstances  regarding  these 
Kharij  Towleut  estates  which  the  Board  are  unable  to  understand  from 
the  information  now  Ijefore  them  and  regarding  which  they  request  you 
will  be  kind  enough  to  call  upon  tiie  Local  Agents  for  a  full  and 
detailed  report.  In  a  letter  from  the  (Commissioner,  dated  ISth  July 
1836.  it  is  stated  that  these  lands  entail  a  large  annual  loss 
upon     the       trust     estates.         How     this    sliould    happen      tlie      Board     are 
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unable  to  coinprelu-nd.  If  these  lands  be  neitliGr  a  part  of  tlie 
ondowment  nor  an  escheat  to  Government,  how  did  they  come 
under  the  management  of  the  Local  Agents  ?  It  is  obvious  that  the  end- 
owment ought  not  to  suffer  any  detriment  from  the  charges  of  manage- 
ment of  estates  with  which  it  has  apparently  no  connection  ;  but  previous 
to  passing  final  orders  in  the  case  the  Board  desire  to  have  before  them 
the  report  now  called  for  which  they  will  be  obliged  by  your  procuring 
and    transmitting  with  all    practicable    despatch. 

1  have,    etc., 

(Sd.)      M.      A.      BiGNELL, 

Deputy    Superintendent,    Legal    Affairs,    (Offg.). 
The  27th  February  1838. 
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No.    146. 

Secretary,    (Tovernnicnt    oi"    Bengal, 

Revenue    Department. 

Dated    27th   March    1888. 

1  am  directed  hy  Sadder  Hoard  of  Revenue  to  submit,  for  the 
consideration  and  orders  of  the  Hon'ble  the  Deputy  Governor  of  Bengal, 
the  accompanying  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Jessore  and  enclosed 
report  from  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  regarding  the  conduct  of 
Keramat    AUee,    the    Mutwallee    of   the    Hooghly    Imambarah. 

•2.  The  temporary  member  is  of  opinion  that  the  Local  Agents 
have  faithfully  performed  their  duty  according  to  the  instructions  issued 
to  them  by  the  Board,  concurring  with  them  in  considering  the  conduct 
of  the  Mutwallee  vexatious  and  unwarrantable,  and  would  recommend  his 
removal  from  office.  But  the  majority  of  the  Board  are  of  opinion  that 
he  has  good  grounds  of  dissatisfaction  and  tliat  he  is  entitled  to 
redress    at    the    hands    of    Government. 

8.  The  senior  and  officiating  members  observe  that  as  the  Mut- 
wallee is  undoubtedly  entitled  to  ^^th  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  Trust 
Estate,  it  is  unfair  and  unreasonable  to  I'equire  him  to  accept  a  specific 
sum  of  money  without  allowing  him  to  inspect  the  account  collections, 
that  he  may  be  enaljled  to  judge  whether  the  amount  tendered  to  him 
be    more    or   less    than    his    i-ights. 

4.  They    are    further    of   opinion    that    in    conformity    with    the    orders 

of  Government  noted  in  the  margin*  all  the 
V  " '^'w-^.Q^^'t'Ti '^^ « *^'l'  \'f  ;     i^lf^tails    of    the    management    of    the     Imambarah 

xso.     889    to  biulder  Board    dated  _ 

uth  Juue    1836,    paragraph  8 :     and    of   the    Celebration    of    religious    feasts    and 

■'  lint  as  minute   and  vexatious  in-  •  i         i  i       i         i    i'^  ,  •      i  i  ■ 

terference  with  the  concerns  of  an     Ceremonies    sliould     he   left     entirely    and    exclu- 
institution    partaking    hugt-iy   of     giypiy    to   the    Mutwallee    and    that   the    portion 

a    religious     character    is     to     be  ,  '- 

deprecated,  etc.  of   the    annual    proceeds    (|ths)    assigned    by    the 

founder  for  these  purposes  should  lie  paid  over 
to  him  by  monthly  instalments — the  Local  Agents  confining  themselves 
solely  to  such  general  supervision  as  may  enable  them  to  see  that  the 
funds  ai'e    appropriated    according    to    the    will    of   the   founder. 

5.  Mr.  Tucker  in  his  minute  annexed  has  given  an  abstract  history 
of  the  Endowment  from  the  year  1820  and  recorded  at  large  his  reasons 
for  dissenting  from  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Agents  in 
July  1836,  in  contravention,  as  he  thinks,  of  the  orders  of  Government 
of  the  28th  October  1835.  The  majority  is  of  opinion  that  the  appro- 
priation of  any  part  of  the  iUhs  set  apart  by  the  testator  for  religious 
purposes,  to  any  other  object  is  contrary  alike  to  justice  and  to  the 
express    will    of   the    Government. 

6.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  minute  Mr.  Tucker  recommends  that 
the    ,',th  belongin-y    to  tiie  Mutwallee  and   ijths  allowed  for  the  Imambarah. 
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»itc..  Iio  iixiil  nil  a  falculation  of  tlie  avcratTL'  prtx-eeda  of  the  Estate 
for  a  scrii's  of  years  and  lie  paid  liy  iiiontlily  instalments  \)y  the 
Collector  of  lloo^lily  to  the  Mutwallei.'.  subject,  however,  to  final  adjust- 
ment in  the  accounts  of  the  year  being  closed,  also  that  the  Mutwallee 
be  infornied  that  he  is  at  liberty  to  dislmrse  the  al)Ove  sums  during 
the  year  for  tlie  ])Urpo8es  specified  in  tlie  will  and  of  no  other.  The 
reeoiiinieiidat  ion    lias    the    entire    concurrence    of    the    Senior    Member. 

7.  With  regard  to  Keramat  Alice's  claim  for  a  share  of  the 
]jroceeds  from  the  date  of  his  appointment,  Mr.  Tucker  conceives  that 
it  will  be  suf^cient  to  allow  him  a  reasonable  sum.  for  travelling  charges 
and  in  this  the  temporary  member  concurs.  The  Senior  Member  with 
advertance  to  the  expense  he  must  have  incurred  in  travelling  for  so 
great  a  distance,  and  to  the  usage,  in  cases  like  this,  of  appointment 
by  Government  merits  him  entitle<l  to  his  i^th  from  the  date  of  his 
appointment. 

8.  On  receipt  of  the  Government  orders,  the  Senior  and  Officiating 
Members  of  the  l>oard  purpose  granting  to  Keramat  Ally  a  sunud  of 
appointment  as  Mutwallee  and  defining  his  powers  and  authority  to 
prevent  future  disputes  and  doubts  on  this  very  important  point  so 
essential  to  the  proper  and  effective  dischai'ge  of  the  Trust  committed 
to    his  management. 

(Sd.)  Illkuiblk. 


Note    by    the    Sexku;    Memhei;. 

On  the  26th  ultimo  I  received  this  reference  and  required  the 
whole  of  the  provious  papers,  which  have  no*,  been  submitted,  but  I 
have  had  an  abstract  made  in  English,  of  which  information  there 
submitted  possess,  and  T  proceed  to  record  my  opinion,  which  is  com- 
pletely at  variance  with  that  dated  the  24t]i  ultimo  of  the  temporary 
memlier. 

2.  In  the  first  place.  I  think,  Keramat  Ally,  ^lutwallee,  is  entitled 
to  his  ',th  share  from  the  date  of  his  appointment  by  Government, 
viz..    ord    Januaiy    1837. 

3.  In  the  second  place.  T  think.  Keramut  Ally  is  entitled,  under 
the  orders  of  Government  above  quoted,  to  have  a  written  order 
putting  him  officially  into  office  of  Mutwally,  and  all  the  circumstances 
of  control,  power  and  authority  possessed  and  held  for  so  many  years 
in  like  manner  under  the  appointment  of  Government  by  his  prede- 
cessor. Syed  Ally  Akbar  Khan,  and  that  he  may  ask  to  know  in 
what  manner  the  Estates  belonging  to  this  Tovvleut  are  administered, 
and  may  interfere  with  his  counsel  and  recommendation,  also  that  he 
is  entitled  to  have  an  account  of  the  collections  and  balances  given 
to  him  as  well  as  a  full  explanation  of  whatever  sums  are  withheld 
from     him     being    the     income     of     those     Estates.       His     right     by     the 
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Government  orders  is  to  ',th  of  the  actual  collections  of  the  zemin- 
darees,  and  he  is  entitled  to  see  the  account  of  those  proceeds  and 
to  take  part  in  the  account  thereof.  It  is  very  possible  that 
amongst  the  servile  class  of  Mussalman  oinedioars  the  Local  Agents 
might  readily  find  an  individual  who  would  take  whatever  was  offered, 
and  I  think  that  a  godsend,  but  that  would  not  be  supplyij|g  a  fit 
Mootwallee  who  would  do  his  duty  to  the  Estates  and  towjWs  the 
Inianibarah.  It  is  highly  expedient  that  we  should  require,  through 
the  Commissioner,  of  the  Collector  of  Jessore  an  account  of  the 
collections,  balances  and  i-emittances  for  1242-3  and  4,  and  from  the 
Local  Agents,  a  circumstantial  detail  of  their  system  of  interference, 
pointing  out  to  them  that  we  consider  Keramut  Ully  should  have  the 
exclusive  and  entire  management  of  the  Imambarah  and  all  its  concerns 
and  dependencies  strictly  and  to  the  full  extent  in  any  respect  that 
it  was  possessed  and  held  under  the  orders  of  Government  for  so 
many  years  by  Syud  Akbar  Ally  Khan.  If  necessary,  this  should  be 
specifically  declared  and  la'd  down  consistently  with  the  Honourable 
Court's  despatch — and  of  the  rule  enjoined  by  Government  for  inter. 
fering  as  little  as  possible  with  such  matters,  I  would  ask  why  the 
Government  has  appointed  a  Mootwally.  instead  of  leaving  all  to  the 
Local  Agents. — certainly  because  the  Government  desires  the  people 
should  manage  all  their  own  religious  matters  and  that  its  officers 
should  not  interfere  in  their  administration.  I  think  we  should 
require  of  the  Local  Agents  a  quarterly  abstract  report  of  their 
correspondence  with  the  Mootwally  and  of  his  answers  that  it  may  be 
on    our   records   the    interference    that    is    exercised. 

Mr.    Rlunt's    rules*    sufficiently    provide     for     the     limitation     of     the 
Mootwally's     power     in      the      disbursement      of 

"  Firfe  rules    framed    by  the    3r<l  ~        ^  -i    i  i  r  .1  t 

Member  ot  the    Board   dated    23rd       the         tunds        available       lOr        tue        pUrpOSeS        01 

^''"■'^'' ^^29.  ^j^g    endowment:  — 

1st. — He  is  to  confine  his  expenses  to  the  net  proceeds  and  to 
divide  these  into  the  shares  prescribed  by  the  Towleut- 
namah,    applying   each   share    to   the   purpose    directed. 

2ndly. — He  is  not  to  contract  debts  on  any  account,  and,  in  the 
event  of  advances  being  required  from  the  public  treasury, 
the    sanction  of   this    Board    is    to   be    obtained. 

3rdly. — All    contingent    disbursements    exceeding     1,000    Rs.     are    to 

be    sanctioned    by    the    Local    Agents,    and     estimates    are    to 

be    furnished    for    repairs    of    buildings. 
4thly. — The     Mutvvally    is    to     furnish    lists     of     all     establishments 

with     specification     of     the     amount     of     allowance    to    each 

person. 
5thly. — Also  a  statement    of    all    outstanding   debts    or    loans    which 

have    not    been  liquidated. 
6thly. — The    ?,th    share   allotted    to   the    Manager    of    the    Estates    at 

Jessore    to   be    applied    to   the    liquidation    of   debts. 
7thly. — The     Collector    of   Jessore    to   furnish    half-yearly    a    Jumma 

Khurrch     account     exhibiting     the     surplus     income    of    the 
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endowment     and     from     which      the      Local     Agents     are    to 
judge  of    the    amount    to    be   advanced    to   the    Mutwally. 

8thly. — A  Goosliwarra  or  abstract  account  of  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements is  to  be  furnished  by  the  Mootwally  in  a  form 
to    be    approved    by    the  Commissioner,    and  he    is    to   explain 

tf^         the    items    upon    audit. 

9thly. — Loans  and  payments  of  them  are  to  be  separately  and 
distinctly    exhibited. 

The  above  is  an  extract  of  Mr.  Ulunt's  rules,  but  they  arc 
defective  to  my  apprehension  in  the  following  respects  :  First,  the 
Collector  of  Jessore  is  to  furnish  only  a  Jumma  Khurch,  i.e.,  a  state- 
ment of  collections  and  disbursements,  but  he  should  be  ordered  to 
furnish  a  Jumma  Wasil  Baquee  exhibiting  that  the  full  year's  Jumma 
has  been  duly  realized  or  explaining  why  not.  There  is  surely  a 
material  omission,  and  in  one,  specially  with  reference  to  the  estate 
being  managed  chiefly  in  Putnee  so  that  it  is  as  easy  for  the  Collector 
to  shew"  the  state  of  liis  collections  set  against  the  jumma  and 
demand  as  of  the  malgoozary  Mehals  of  the  district  under  the  putnee 
system,  the  Jumma  Wasil  Baquee  need  only  be  furnished  half-yearly 
at  the  periods  prescribed  for  the  sales  ;  but  if  they  be  not  furnished, 
the  Collector's  umlah  may  embezzle  half  the  proceeds  without  anyone 
having  the  means  of  knowing  whether  the  Jumma  is  or  is  not 
collected. 

Secondly. — The  rules  do  not  provide  any  method  of  checking  the 
Collector's  account  at  the  half-year's  profits  nor  of  determining 
periodically  what  is  available  for  appropriation  to  Towleut  purposes  ;  a 
half-yearly  jumma  khurch  is  to  be  furnished,  and  from  it  the  Com- 
missioner is  to  judge  how  much  is  to  be  advanced  in  the  succeeding 
half-year.  But  this,  of  course,  is  all  in  account,  and  there  is  no 
provision  for  an  annual  wind  up  and  for  a  striking  of  balance  of 
Towleut    expenditure   against    income. 

Thirdly. — The  Mutwally  is  to  render  half-yearly  account  in  abstract. 
This  appears  to  me  objectionable.  He  should  receive  a  fixed  sum 
monthly  and  render  to  Commissioner  a  monthly  account  of  its  disburse- 
ment and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  the  Collector  has  furnished 
his  Jumma  Wassil  Baquee  of  the  saaltamamee  and  the  Jumma  Khurch, 
the  advances  made  should  be  separately  balanced  against  the  net  profit 
realized  and  the  balance,  if  in  excess,  be  appropriated  according  to  the 
provisions    of    the    Towleutnamah. 

Fourthly. — Mr.  Blunt  has  rightly  declared  that  the  Local  Agents 
and  Commissioner  are  not  to  interfere  with  the  ministering  of  the 
endowment  or  of  any  of  its  religious  observances.  That  these  are  to 
be  regulated  l)y  the  Mootwally  alone  subject  to  the  condition  of 
obtaining  previous  sanction  for  contingent  disbursements  exceeding 
1,000  Rs.  and  of  submitting  estimates  for  repairs  of  buildings. — all 
this  is  very  right  and  very  conformable  to  the  orders  in  the  despatch 
of  the  Court  of  Directors,  which  has  been  printed,  but  the  practice  is 
not    conformable    with     the    rule.       The    Local     Agents  and    Commissioner 
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have,  it  seems,  prescribed  specific  sums  as  to  be  spent  at  eacli  festival 
and  ceremony, — all  the  servants  and  Koran  readers  arc  under  their 
control,  and  the  carpets  and  other  furnitures  of  the  Imambarah  is  said 
to  have  been  carried  awaj'  to  fit  out  the  English  school  established. 
This  surely  constitutes  a  direct  violation  of  Mr.  Blunt's  rules  and  no 
less    so   (if    the    instructions   of   this    Board    and    of    the  Government. 

Fifthly,  and  lastly. — The  rules  do  not  give  to  tlie  Mootwally  any 
voice  in  taxing  the  Collector's  accounts  of  realizations  and  disburse- 
ments from  the  Estate  which,  as  a  sharer  in  the  profit,  he  ought  to 
have  ;  fresh  rules  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  suggestions  should, 
I  think,  be  made  out,  and  a  copy  furnished  not  only  to  the  Revenue 
authorities  and  Local  Agents,  but  also  to  the  Mootwally  and  Education 
Committee  ;  now  that  they  are  to  have  the  ^th  heretofore  appropriated 
to  the  Jessore  management,  and  afterwards  to  the  payment  of  debts 
since  1835  assigned  to  the  Committee,  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to 
understand  on  what  grounds  the  temporary  member  finds  the  Mutwallee 
so  much  to  blame.  I  consider  him  a  very  valuable  public  ofiicer 
and    entitled    to   great    respect    and    consideration. 

^Sd.)  J.  Pattle. 
8th  February  1838. 


259 


260 


No.    712. 

To 

The    Sudder    Board    of    Revenue. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Honoui-able  the  Deputy  Governor  of 
Bengal  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  146  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  with  its  enclosures,  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  Hoos^hly 
Imambarah. 

2nd.  The  questions  submitted  for  the  orders  of  Government  in 
this    case    appear  to    be  the    following  : — 

First. — Has  the  conduct  of  the  present  Mutwallee  Keramut  Ullee 
been  vexatious  and  unwarrantable  and  is  he  deserving 
of   dismissal  ? 

Second. — Ts  the  Mutwallee  entitled  to  receive  as  his  personal 
allowance  a  full  I'th  of  the  annual  net  income  derived 
from  the  Jessore  Zemindaris  and  to  satisfaction  as  to 
the  due  division  of  the  income  by  inspection  of  ac- 
counts ? 

Third. — Should  the  full  |ths  of  the  net  annual  income  of  the  said 
zemindaries  be  paid  over  monthly  to  the  Mootwally  for 
the  support  of  \he  Imambarah  and  the  performance  of 
the  religious  rites  and  ceremonies  prescribed  by  the 
will  ?  or  may  the  Local  Agents  reduce  or  advise  the 
reduction  of  the  amount  of  the  payments  to  the  Mut- 
wallee on  this  account  or  can  they  interfere  in  the 
details    of    its    expenditure  ? 

Fourth. —  Is  the  Mutwallee  entitled  to  receive  his  personal  allow- 
ance from  the  date  of  his  appointment  or  from  the 
date    of    his    taking   eliarge    of   the    Imambarah  ? 

3rd.  To.  the  first  of  these  questions  I  am  directed  to  reply  that 
the  Deputy  Governor  can  see  nothing  in  the  conduct  of  Keramut 
Ullee,  the  Mootwallee,  at  all  deserving  of  blame,  still  less  of 
dismissal  from  office. 

4th.  To  the  second  question  I  am  to  reply  that  the  Mutwallee 
is,  beyond  doubt,  entitled  to  receive  a  full  /,th  of  the  annual  net. 
income  derived  from  the  Zemindaries  as  personal  salary,  while  common 
justice  requires  that  he  should  be  assured  by  inspection  of  accounts 
that    what    he    does    receive    is    the    full   amount    to    which    he    is    entitled 

I  am  instructed  to  answer  that  under  the  terms  of  the  will 
and  under  the  orders  of  Government,  dated  28th  October  1835 
the  Mutwallee  should  receive  full  i^hs  of  the  annual  net  income  of 
the  Zemindaries  for  the  support  of  the  Imambarah  and  for  the 
performance  of  the  prescribed  religious  rites  and  ceremonies  and  that 
he  should  be  left  to  appropriate  the  money  to  these  pai-poses  accord- 
ing  to   his    own    discretion    furnishing   such    accounts    of   its     appropriation 
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as    the    Board    may    requiro    him    to    fui-nish.     Should     the  Local     Agent 

on   inspection    oi"   the    Mutwallee's    accounts    see    cause     to  disapprove     of 

his   proceedings    in    this    respect,    they    will     represent     the  matter   to   the 
Board    through    the    usual    channel. 

5th.  The  mode  oi  adjusting  the  amounts  to  be  paid  to  the 
Mutwally  as  the  .|th  and  ifths  shares  above  mentioned  should  be  that 
recommended  by  the  majority  of  the  Board,  and  the  Mutwally  should 
be  allowed  to  inspect  the  Zemindaree  accounts  in  order  to  satisfy 
himself  as  to  their  correctness. 

6th. — His  Honour  further  remarks  under  this  head  that  the 
attempt  mentioned  by  Mr.  Tucker  to  take  from  the  gths  fund 
assigned  for  the  support  of  the  Imambarah  and  religicus  ceremonies, 
a  large  portion  to  be  applied  to  other  purposes,  is  wholly  unwarranted  ; 
and  he  desires  that  the  Board  will  forthwith  prohibit  any  such 
misappropriation    of    the    fund     in    question. 

7th. — Upon  the  fourth  question  I  am  directed  to  state  that  the 
Mutwallee  in  His  Honour's  opinion  is  entitled  to  his  ith  of  the  income 
from  the  date  of  his  appointment.  It  should  be  paid  to  him,  therefore, 
without  delay  and  the  amount  drawn  by  the  Acting  Mutwallee  should 
be    charged    in    the    accounts    as    a    contingent    expense. 

8th. — In  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  Mutwally  in  refusing  to 
allow  Lt.  Fagan  to  emploj^  workmen  on  the  Imambarah  premises,  the 
Deputy  Governor  would  not  view  it  ip  the  unfavourable  light  in  which 
it  has  been  represented  by  the  Local  Agents,  if,  as  appears  to  have 
been  the  case,  Lt.  Fagan  proposed  to  pull  down  buildings  or  the 
premises  without  plans  or  estimates  for  the  new  buildings  to  be 
erected  in  their  stead  having  been  prepai'ed  and  without  it  having 
been  determined  when  the  latter  were  to  be  erected  and  who  was 
to   superintend    their    erection. 

9th. — In  order  to  prevent  future  misunderstanding  His  Honour 
directs  that  in  communicating  to  the  Mutwallee  the  present  orders,  the 
Local  Agents  furnish  him  with  a  cojiy  of  the  first  eight  paragraphs 
of   this    letter. 

10th. — The  Deputy  Governor  has  observed  that  Dr.  Wise,  who  is 
in  some  respects  a  paid  servant  of  the  Institution,  is  also  one  of  its 
Superintendents  in  his  capacity  of  Local  Agent.  This  double  capacity 
being  open  to  objection  and  misinterpretation  His  Honour  is  plased  to 
direct  that  another  officer  may  be  nominated  to  act  as  Local  Agent  in 
the    room    of    Dr.    Wise. 

lltii. — The  enclosures  of  your  letter  are  herewith  returned,  copies 
having    been    kept    for   record. 

I   am,    etc., 

(Sd.)    F.   I.    HALLIDAY, 
Ofig.    Secretary    to    the    Government    of    Bengal. 

Fort    William  ; 
The    17th    April    1838. 
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No.  224. 

To 

The  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue. 

Gkntlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  refer  to  your  letters  No.  60  of  the  27th  ultimo 
and  No.  158  of  the  5th  instant  calling  for  further  information  relative 
to  certain  Kharij  Towleut  Estates  attached  to  the  Hooghly  Emambarah 
and  to  transmit  copy  of  a  letter  on  the  subject  from  the  Local  Agents 
dated  2-4th    instant,    No.  19. 

2nd. — It  appears  to  me  that  no  claim  can,  on  the  Local  Agents' 
shewing,  be  made  foi-  the  recovery  of  these  lands,  and  all  that  is  to  be 
done  is  to  see  that  the  receipts  and  disbursements  on  account  of  these 
Mehals  ai'e  not  mixed  up  with  the  receipts  and  disbursements  on  account 
of   the  Imambarah. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Sd.)     W.  DAMPIER, 

Commissioner. 

Jessore, 

Commissioner's  Office, 

18th  Division,  at  AUipore, 

The  30th  April  1838. 


No.  19. 

To 

W.  Uampier,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  Revenue, 

18th  Division, 

Allipore. 

Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  letters  of  the  19th  instant  and  of  the  6th  March 
with  enclosure  from  the  Deputy  Superintendent,  Legal  Aftairs.  we  have  the 
honour  to  state  that  along  with  our  letter  of  the  26th  December  last  we 
forwarded  extracts  from  every  letter  in  our  possession  which  could  throw 
any  light  upon  the  subject  of  the  Kharij  Towleut  Estates.  These  Estates 
were  never,  as  we  have  before  stated,  included  in  the  Trust  property  and 
consequently  have  never  been  separated  from  it.  They  have  always 
existed  as  distinct  estates  set  apart  apparently  by  Hajee  Mohsin  for  his 
personal  support  at  the  time  when  he  executed  the  deed  of  endowment 
and  by  that  act  deprived  himself  of  the  greater  part  of  his  property,  some- 
time after   the   death    of   the  Hajee,    vvhen  an   enquiry   took  place  into  the 
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amount  oi!  properly  beqiifatlied  by  hiiu  and  the  uses  to  which  it  had  been 
put.  It  was  discovered  that  two  of  these  Kharij  Towlet  Estates,  viz., 
MohinL'ha  and  Cantagunge  were  possessed  by  individuals  who  held  them 
under  what  were  supposed  to  have  been  forged  pattahs  bearing  the  seal 
of  the  orip-inal  proprietor.  Khezirpore,  Bagbalore,  Imamnagore  and 
Sonadang  were  found  to  be  in  the  possession  and  under  the  management 
of  the  Mutwallee.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Local  Agents  at  that  time 
and  it  has  also  since  been  recommended  by  them  that  these  Kharij  Tow- 
leut  Estates  should  be  taken  possession  of  by  Government  as  an  escheat, 
and  that  their  connection  with  the  Imambarah  should  cease  at  once.  It 
was  not  however,  it  would  appear,  deemed  expedient  to  follow  this  course, 
and  in  conformity  with  a  recommendation  of  the  Board  conveyed  in  the 
5th  paragraph  of  their  letter  of  the  10th  November  1815,  His  Lordship 
in  Council  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month  determined  that  these  estates 
should  remain  in  the  possession  of  their  respective  occupants.  The  four 
estates  which  w^e  have  before  mentioned  continued  consequently  in  the 
hands  of  the  Mutwallee,  who  has,  it  would  appear,  since  that  time 
instituted  suits  relating  to  them  in  various  courts  without  any  objec- 
tion being  raised  by  any  one  to  his  authority  for  so  doing.  The  income 
of  these  estates  being  very  trifling  and  frequently  indeed  falling  short 
of  the  demands  against  them,  the  expenses  of  these  suits  and  in  some 
instances  the  expenses  of  management  fell  naturally  upon  the  funds 
of  the  endowment,  thei'e  being  no  other  source  within  his  reach  from 
whence  the  Mutwallee  could  defray  the  charges.  The  receipts  of 
the  Kharij  Towleut  Estates  were  in  like  manner  paid  over  to  the 
endowment  and  indeed  there  appears  for  many  years  to  have  been  no 
distinction  made  between  the  Kharij  Towleut  Estates  and  those  included 
within  the  deed  of  endowment  ;  whether  the  Mutwallee  ever  had  any 
express  authority  for  thus  mixing  up  the  accounts  appears  to  be 
doubtful  ;  at  least  we  can  find  no  traces  of  any  orders  upon  the 
subject  in  our  office.  The  practice,  however,  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  objected  to  either  by  the  Board  or  the  Local  Agents,  and 
the  Mutw^allee,  we  imagine,  must  have  considered  that  the  Board  in 
passing  his  accounts  containing  many  items  of  expenses  incurred  in  the 
management  of  the  Kharij  Towleut  Estates  gave  their  sanction  to  this 
application    of    the  money. 

We  have  etc., 

(Sd.)   ^y.    H.  BELLI. 
(Sd.)  E.    A.    SAMUELLS, 

Local    Agents. 

Local  Agents'  officf,, 

HOOGHLY, 

The  24th    April    1838. 
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No.  197. 

To 

Commissioner   of   Jessore, 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  224  of  the  30th  ultimo  aud  its 
enclosure  and  in  reply  to  infonn  oa  that  the  Board  are  of  opinion 
that  the  Kharij  Towleut  Estates  therein  alluded  to  are  altogether 
distinct  from  the  Trust  property  and  you  will,  therefore,  be  pleased 
to  instruct  the  Local  Agents  to  discharge  them  altogether  from  the 
accounts  of  the  endowment. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Sd.)  E.  CURRIE, 
Offg.  Secretary. 


The    15th   May  1838. 


rn. 
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sTi- 


8udder    Board    of    Revenue. 
No.    205. 

Commissioner   of   Jessore. 

SlK, 

With  reference  to  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
on  the  subject  of  the  Hooghly  Endowment,  I  am  directed  hy  the 
Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to  transmit  for  your  information  and  guidance 
and  for  that  of  the  Local  Agents  copy  of  the  orders  of  Government 
No.    712,   dated    17th    ultimo. 

2nd. — You     are  requested     immediately     to     forward     to     the     Local 

Agents,     a    copy     of  these     orders     and     to     call     upon     them    to    report, 

without     delay,     the  manner    in     which    they     shall     have     fulfilled     the 

instructions     therein  detailed     which     I     am     directed     here     briefly     to 
recapitulate   viz.  : — 

^  Firstly. — That  the  Mutwallee  be  immediately  paid  the  arrears 
of  his  allowance  viz.,  one-ninth  of  the  annual  net 
income  derived  from  the  Zemindaris  from  the  date 
of  his  appointment,  the  amount  drawn  by  the  Acting 
Mutwallee  being  charged  in  the  accounts  as  a 
contingent  expense. 
Secondly. — That  he  be  for  the  future  paid  for  the  perfoi-mance 
of  the  prescribed  religious  ceremonies  and  support 
of  the  Imambarah  a  full  {jths  and  no  less  of  the 
the  annual  proceeds  of  which  he  is  to  have  the 
undisturbed  disposal  subject  only  to  the  periodical 
submission  of  accounts  to  the  Local  Agents. 
Thirdly.— T\\a,t  he  be  afforded  by  the  Collector  every  facility 
of  ascertaining  by  inspection  of  the  revenue  accounts 
of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  endowment  that  that 
which  he  does  receive  as  a  full  lyths  is  the  full 
amount  to  which  he  is  entitled  as  the  share  of 
the  rents  allotted  for  the  performance  of  the  pre- 
scribed religious  ceremonies  and  support  of  the 
Imambarah    and    for    his    own    personal   allowance. 

3rd. — You  will  lie  pleased  to  require  from  the  Local  Agents  a 
statement  shewing  what  amount  out  of  the  -i}ths  which  under  the 
present  orders  of  Government  should  have  been  paid  to  the  Mutwalee 
as  above  on  account  of  the  Imambarah  has  been  appropriated  by 
them   to   other   purposes    in    contravention    of    the    Will    of   the    founder. 

4th. — With  reference  to  the  5th  paragraph  of  the  Government 
orders  herewith  communicated  I  am  directed  to  annex  extract  para- 
graphs    4    and    6    of   the    Board's    address    to   Government.       You    will    be 
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pleased  to  issue  suitable  instructions  in  order  to  provide  for  the  monthly 
payments  to  the  Mutwallee  in  conformity  with  the  principle  laid  down 
by   the    Board. 

5th. — Adverting    to    the    9th  paragi-aph    of   Mr.    Secretary    Halliday's 

letter,    I  am    desired    to    enclose  versions      in      Persian      and     Bengalee 

of  the  first  8  paragi-aphs  of  the  Government  orders  for  communication 
to   the    Mutwallee. 

6th. — In     conclusion,     I     am  directed     to     request     that      you      will 

acquaint     Dr.     Wise     that     it    is  His    Honour's    pleasure   that    he    should 

cease  to  exercise  the  duties  of  a  Local  Agent  for  the  reasons 
assigned. 

I   have   etc., 

(Sd.)    E.   CURRIE. 

Offg.    Secretary. 

The    15th   May    1838. 
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Miscellaneous, 
Revenue  Department. 


No.    878. 


The    Sudder    Hoard    of    Revenue, 

Fort    William. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  you  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Local  Agents  at  Hooghly,  No.  36,  dated  the  21st  instant,  relative  to 
the  refusal  of  the  Mutvvallee  to  allow  any  part  of  the  -ifths  share  to 
be  liable  for  the  charges  of  the  hospital  founded  at  Hooghly,  the 
whole  of  that  share  being  made  over  to  him  for  the  support  of  the 
Imambarah    and    the    performance    of    the    prescribed    religious    ceremonies. 

2nd. — I  consider  that  the  Mutwallee  is  acting  in  a  manner  con- 
sistent with  his  situation  as  he  has  no  power  or  right  to  transfer,  to 
any  other  purpose  however  useful,  those  funds  which  are  made  over 
to  him  to  meet  specific  expenses,  and  if  the  hospital  is  to  be  kept 
up,  the  expenses  must,  I  think,  be  placed  to  the  *ths  share  or  to  the 
'fth  which  the  Government  has  assumed  as  its  right  as  occupying  the 
place   of   one   Mutwallee. 

3rd. — T  regret  much  to  observe  the  Local  Agents'  seeming  to  think 
that  they  are  under  the  Mutwallee  as  i-egards  the  hospital,  because  he 
refuses  to  supply  the  expenses  from  the  ^ths  share  at  their  call.  It 
is  their  duty  to  check  his  proceedings  and  accounts  but  surely  ii 
forms  no  part  of  their  duty  to  apply  any  part  of  the  ijth  share 
placed  at  his  disposal  according  to  their  wishes  or  the  representations 
of   the    Civil    Surgeon. 

I    have   the   honour   to   be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your   most    obedient   servant, 

(Sd.)    Illegible, 

Commissioner. 

Jessore. 

Commissioner's  Office, 

18th    Division    at  AUipore, 

The    25th    July  1838. 
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No.    oo. 
Tc 

W.    Damimek,    Esq., 

Commissioner    of    Revenue    for    the    18th    Division, 

Allipore. 

SiK, 

We  beg  leave  to  submit  for  your  consideration  and  orders  a 
copj'  of  Mr.  Assistant  Surgeon  Rais's  address  to  us  asking  for  an 
advance    of   50    rupees    for    the    Imambai-ah    Hospital    daily    expenses. 

2nd. — We  avail  ourselves  of  this  opportunity  to  explain  that  the 
Mutwallee  under  the  discretion  conferred  on  him  l.)y  rule  2,  para- 
graph 2  of  Mr.  OflG-ciating  Secretary  Currie's  letter  to  you,  dated  the 
15th  May,  has  declined  to  hold  the  |ths  liable  for  the  charges  of  the 
Hospital,  and  that  he  has  accordingly  from  the  17th  April  last  the 
date  of  Mr.  Officiating  Secretary  Halliday's  letter  transferred  all  items 
of  expenditure    under    that    head    to   the    *th    share. 

3rd. — In  conclusion  we  solicit  distinct  instructions  how  we  are  to 
proceed  in  future  as  regards  the  Hospital ;  are  we  to  consider  ourselves 
as  acting  under  the  Mutwallee  or  are  we  competent  to  receive  and 
comply    with    the    requisitions    of   the    Civil    Surgeon    made    direct    to   us  ? 

We    have,   etc., 

(Sd.)  W.   H.   BELLI, 

(Sd.)  E.   A.   SAMUELLS, 

Local  Agents. 
Local   Agents'    Office, 

HOOGHLY. 

The    21st    July    1838. 


To 

The    Local    Agents, 

Hooghly. 

Gentlemen, 

I  request  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  order  that  50  rupees 
of  the  monthly  allowance  for  this  hospital,  be  monthly  paid  in  advance 
to   pay   the    daily    expenses. 

2nd. — It  is  necessary  that  this  be  done  immediately  as  the  Bazar 
merchants  will  not  give  credit  to  the  Hospital  and  some  of  the 
servants  have  already  privately  advanced  money  on  its  account,  a 
measure    which    ought    not    to   be   allowed    in    such   an    Institution. 

I   have,   etc., 

(Sd.)   G.   RAIS, 

Asst.    Surgeon    and    OfFg.    Supdt., 

Imambarah    Hospital. 

ZiLLA    HoOGHLY, 

The    16th   July    1838. 
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No.    403. 

To 

The.    Sudder    l5oard    of    Revenue. 

Fort    William. 

Gentlemen, 

With  refei-ence  to  your  letter  No.  205  of  the  loth  May  last 
giving  cover  to  the  orders  of  Government  No.  712  of  the  17th  April 
I'egarding  the  afiairs  of  the  Hooghly  endowment,  I  have  the  honour  to 
submit  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the  23rd  July,  No.  37  and  enclosures, 
from    the    Local    Agents    at    Hooghly. 

2nd. — It  appears  to  me  that  the  Local  Agents  do  not  rightly 
comprehend  the  tenor  of  the  Government  orders  as  they  expect  the 
Mutwallee  to  defray  expenses  not  in  the  least  connected  with  the 
religious  ceremonies  and  support  of  the  Imambarah  out  of  the  funds 
which    are   given    unto    him,   solely    and    exclusively    for    that    purpose. 

3rd. — All  miscellaneous  expenses  not  immediately  connected  with 
the  purpose  for  which  the  JHh  share  was  set  aside  by  the  founder 
must,  I  apprehend,  be  defrayed  from  the  fth  share,  and  if  such 
disbursements  have  hitherto  been  made  from  the  proceeds  of  the  ^th, 
the  statement  given  in  the  3rd  paragraph  of  the  Local  Agents'  letter  is 
an  erroneous  one,  and  they  should  furnish  an  account  of  these  disburse- 
ments   as    required    in    the    3rd    paragi-aph    of   your   letter    under    notice. 

4th. — There  can  be  no  objection,  i  tliink,  to  the  Collector's  making 
payments  in  advance  to  the  Mutwallee  on  his  receipt  on  aecount  of 
the  ith  and  ilth  shares  for  the  Government  having  assumed  the 
management  of  tlie  property  is  bound  to  afford  every  facility  to  the 
performance    of    the    object    of   the    Donor's    Will. 

5tli. — With  regard  to  the  specific  instructions  required  by  the  Local 
Agents,  I  am  inclined  to  consider  the  instructions  of  the  Government 
and  the  l>oard  together  with  Regulation  XIX  of  1810  amply  sufficient, 
but  as  they  do  require  specific  orders  I  would  propose  to  direct  them 
to  intei'fere  as  little  as  possible  with  the  Mutwallee.  and  to  confine 
their  duties  to  the  quarterly  inspection  of  his  accounts  and  then  only 
to  ascertain,  whether  the  sums  he  has  received  from  the  Collector  on 
account  of  the  ijth  share  have  been  appropriated  exclusively  for  tjie 
performance  of  the  prescribed  religious  ceremonies  and  support  of  tiu^ 
Imambarah  and  that  they  have  no  control  beyond  that.  In  point  of 
fact    my    own    opinion    is,   that    the    character    of   the    Government    and    its 
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nffic        will    he    bott(»v    upheld    in    the    minds   of   the    people,    the    less    we 
meddle    or     itevteve    with    anything   affecting   their    religion. 

I    have    the    honour    to    be, 
#  Gentlemen, 

Your    most    obedient    servant, 


Jessoke   Commi88ioner'.s   Office, 

18th    Division    at    AUipore, 

The    3rd    August    1838. 


(Sd.)    Illegible, 
Commissionei 


No.    37. 


To 


W.    Dampier,    Esq., 

Commissioner    of    Revenue. 

for   the    18th    Division, 

AUipore. 


IK, 


We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  22  of  the  28th  May  together  with  its  accompaniments  on  the 
subject  of  the  course  to  be  pursued  by  us  in  certain  matters  apper- 
taining  to   the    general    management    of   the    Hooghly    Imambarah. 

2nd. — The  press  of  more  important  business  especially  in  the  hands 
of  our  Junior  Member  has  prevented  our  replying  earlier.  We  proceed 
Jiow    to   offer    sucli    remarks    as    seem    more    immediately   pressing. 

Fii'stly. — We  beg  to  state  that  the  Mutwallee  has  been  made  acquaint- 
ed fully  with  the  instructions  under  acknowledgment  and  that  he  has 
Teceived  the  whole  of  the  'fth  that  was  in  deposit  saving  that  p(n-tion 
which  accrued  between  the  date  of  his  appointment  and  the  date  of 
his  assuming  charge  ;  what  the  precise  sum  is  we  must  distinctly 
ascertain  from  the  Mutwallee  who  has  not  answered  the  question  but 
be  it  what  it  may.  there  is  no  fund  to  meet  the  charge,  so  the  Collec- 
tor must  be  directed  to  advance  it  from  the  Government  treasury  to 
be    adjusted    hereafter  as    directed.      We    solicit    orders    accordingly. 

Secondly. — We  annex  a  statement  exhibiting  the  net  receipts  of  the 
past  four  years  remitted  by  the  Collector  of  Jessore.  This  account 
•seems  to  place  at  disposal  an  average  sum  of  Rs.  20,039-15-8  per  annum 
appropriable  to  Jfth  and  Ijth,  and  we  request  to  be  informed  if  the 
Collector  is  authorized  to  advance  the  amount  monthly  in  equal  sums. 
On  being  furnished  with  receipts  by  the  Mutwallee  we  must  here  solicit 
some  special  order  for  supplying  the  expenses  of  the  |th  which  the 
Board  has  altogether  passed  by.  This  is  more  urgently  called  for  since 
the  Mutwallee  acting  upon  the  discretion  vested  in  him  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Halliday's  letter  of  the  17th  April,  has  excluded  from  the  ^th,  sundry 
items    of    which    the    Hospital    is    one  source    of    expenditure,    perhaps  the 
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most    beneficial    of    all   in    its     results    and     offending    the   prejudices    of 
no   class    or   sect    of   people. 

3j.(J_ — With  reference  to  the  requisition  conveyed  in  Mr.  Secretary 
Currie's  8rd  paragraph  we  respectfully  beg  to  state  that  no  portion  of 
the  ;;th  has  ever  been  appropriated  by  us  to  other  purposes  than 
those  designated  in  the  will  of  the  Founder,  and  that  the  whole  of 
the  items  which  are  now  charged  to  the  i^tli  respectively^,  have  been 
so  charged  ever  since  the  period  when  the  Estate  first  came  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Local  Agents.  The 
^^°Wesubjoincopy  of  hisur.ee     ^^^^^,^^^11^3*^^     appears,     conceives     that    under 

the    present     orders    of    Government,    he     is     authorized    to    transfer      all 
charges    not     strictly     connected     with     religion 

t  Tlie  orders  of  the    Governor.       „  ,  i,  1       .        ^  1  41 1  1        1   •      x  i 

General  in   Cnnncii  of  tlic  28th     from   tile    ilth    to   the     ph     and    objects    accord- 
October      1835,    however,   direct     ingly     to    the     entry    of    the    annexed    items    in 

that  the  ftlis  sliall  be  permanently  ...  rn    4.       1 

assigned  for  the  current    expenses      the      aCCOUntS      of     the       i^th.  1  of    the     proposed 

of    tlie    Imanibarah       several     of       ,  0  1  1  •    „i.'    „  u    . 

which,   it  will   be  observed,   the     transfer,      we     have     no     objections      whatever, 
Mutwalli  wishes  to  make  over  to     should    the  Board    consider  it  advisable    but    as 

the  ^ths.  .  -Ill 

the  items  were  not  inserted  where  they  now 
stand  by  the  Local  Agents,  we  have  no  accounts  to  furnish  of  the 
nature    indicated    by   the    Board. 

4th. — In  conclusion,  we  would  earnestly  entreat  that  our  powers 
and  duties  in  regard  to  the  management  of  this  In-'titution  may 
be  so  accurately  defined  as  to  leave  no  room  for  future  misconstruc- 
tion. We  beg  to  assure  our  superiors  that  nothing  can  be  further 
from  our  wishes  than  to  interfere  needlessly  with  the  Mutwallee,  or 
to  exercise  any  supererogatory  control  over  the  affairs  of  the  Imani- 
barah. Our  close  superintendence  of  the  management  for  the  last  two 
years  has  been  owing,  entirely,  to  the  positive  orders  which  are 
received  from  the  Board  (21st  March  1836).  To  keep  a  strict  super- 
vision and  scrutiny  over  the  management  of  the  Estates  and  over 
the  proceedings  of  the  Mutwallee.  to  examine  closely,  and  audit  all  his 
accounts,  and  to  checlc  at  once  the  slighest  deviation  from  the  rules 
already    framed,    or    which    tiie   Local    Agents  themselves  may   draw  up  to 

obtain    a    proper    insight   into     the    Mutwallee's 

"^"  These  orders  were  approved  by  .  ^i:       1 

tbe       Governor     General        in     management,     WO       have     never     on     any     one 
Mr.  Secretary  Mangle's    letter  of     occasion  SO  far  as    We    are    aware  exceeded  these 

the  14th  June  1836.  .  . 

instructions.  It  .vould  now  appear,  however, 
that  we  are  considered  to  liave  been  overstrict  in  this  matter  and  \ve, 
therefore,  trust  that  the  Board  will  consider  our  request  to  have  our 
duties  and  responsibilities  accurately  defined  as  no  more  than  what  is 
j'ust  and    equitable. 

We    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)  W.    H.   BELLI, 

E.   A.   SAM U  ELLS, 

Local    Agents, 
Local   Agents'    Office, 

HoOGHLY. 

The    23rd    July    1838. 
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SUDDER  BOAKD  OF  REVENUE, 

The  7th  August  1838. 
No.    404. 

To 

The    Commissioner    of   Jessore, 

Sir, 

1  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  378  of  the  2.5th  ultimo  and  its  enclo- 
sures stating  that  the  Mutwallee  of  the  Hooghly  Endowment  has  refused 
to  allow  any  part  of  the  |th  share  to  be  appropriated  to  the  charges 
of    the    hospital. 

2.  The  Board  do  not  understand  how  the  Local  Agents,  after  the 
late  orders,  should  advocate  the  appropriation  of  any  portion  of  the 
4th  share  to  purposes  other  than  those  specified  in  the  will  of  the 
Founder. 

3.  By  the  orders  of  the  Supreme  Government  dated  the  28th  October 
1835,  paragragh  10,  it  is  expressly  directed  that  the  expenses  of  the 
hospital  shall  be  charged  on  the  fjth  share  or  funds  applicable  to 
general  purposes,  and  you  will  be  pleased  to  instruct  the  Local  Agents 
accordingly. 

I    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)    Illegible, 

Secretary. 
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SUDIJKK    liOAKl)    Ol-    1\KVENUK, 

August   21st,   IH'M. 
No.  427. 

To 

The    Commissioner   of   Jessore. 

SiK, 

The  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  having  liad  before  them  your 
letter  No.  403  of  the  3rd  instant,  and  its  enclosures,  together  with 
the  previous  correspondence  relative  to  the  Hooghly  Imambarah,  direct 
me   to   reply   as   follows  : — 

2.  Respecting  the  arreai"S  of  the  gth  share  due  to  the  Mut- 
wallee  the  Board  are  of  opinion  that  as  the  former  accounts  have  been 
adjusted,  the  amount  must  be  paid  from  the  current  year's  ^th  share 
reserved  by  Government  as  the  portion  of  the  second  Mutwallee  not  in 
office. 

3.  The  Board  cannot  take  upon  themselves  to  say  precisely  what 
expenses  justly  appertain  to  the  ijth  share  but  they  concur  with 
you  in  opinion  that  the  Local  Agents  should  interfere  as  little  as 
possible  Avith  the  Mutwallee  generally  confining  their  interference  to 
ascertaining  by  an  inspection  of  the  accounts  he  renders  of  this  share 
that  lie  has  applied  this  money  to  the  purposes  for  wliich  he  receives 
it. 

4.  The  orders  of  Government  of  the  28th  October  183.5,  which 
are  quoted  by  the  Local  Agents,  distinctly  declare  that  the  hospital 
expenses,  which  of  course  includes  medicines  should  be  charged  to  the 
-|th  share  and  yet  the  Local  Agents  would  appear  to  desire  this 
charge   to    be    made    on    the    ijth    share. 

0.  In  the  statement  appended  to  the  Local  Agents'  letter,  the 
only  item  which  would  appear  to  l^elong  to  the  iytli  shan;  is  station- 
ery for  Imambarah.  and  which  must  be  so  trifling  that  the  Mut- 
wallee   can    scarcely    object    to    it. 

6.  The  Board  see  no  reason  why  the  money  should  be  paid  in 
advance  from  the  Government  Treasury.  The  Mutwallee  will  receive 
his  portion  as  tlie  revenue  may  be  collected  and  in  the  same  manner 
with  the  Local  Agents  for  all  the  disbursements  which  are  to  be 
made    by    them    out    of   the    *tli    sliare. 

7.  As  \i  appears  that  the  charges  now  objected  to  by  the  Mut- 
wallee, have  been,  heretofore,  defrayed  from  the  f,th  share  ever  since 
the    Endowment   came   under   the   control    of  the    Local    Agents,  and   were 
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nut  originally  placed  under  that  head  l>y  them,  the  Board  would  not 
now  interefere  with  past  accounts,  l)Ut  they  desire  that  such  charges 
he    transferred    to    tht^    proper    head    in    i'uture. 

8.  No  further  instructions  are  required  beyond  those  proposed  in 
the  last  paragraph  of  your  letter  under  acknowledgment,  which  are 
entirely  approved  by  the  Board  and  Avhich  you  are  requested  to  com- 
inunicate    to   the    Local    Agents. 

(Sd.)  Illegible. 
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Xo.  196. 

Tu 

E.   CuuRiE,   Esq., 

Secretary   to   the    Sudder    Board    of    Revenue. 

Sir, 

1  am  directed  by  the  Hon'ble  the  Deputy  Governor  of  Bengal, 
to  forward  in  original  a  letter  from  the  Officiating  Secretary  to  the 
Qrovernment  of  India  in  the  Revenue  Department,  together  with  the 
documents    which    accompanied  it. 

2.  It  appears  that  Wasik  AUee  Khan  was,  as  he  represents,  one 
of  the  ^lutwallees  of  the  Hooghlj'  Imambarah,  and  was  removed  from 
that  office  by  the  Board  of  Revenue  on  the  ground  of  embezzlement, 
and    misconduct. 

3.  Against  this  removal.  Wasik  AUee  Khan  in  1818  petitioned  the 
Governor-General  in  Council  ;  his  petition  was  referred  to  the  Board 
and  reported  on  under  date  16th  July  1819.  On  the  13th  August 
1819,  the  Governor-General  in  Council,  on  consideration  of  the  Board's 
report  pronounced  their  proceedings  "  Entirely  satisfactory."  Wasik  AUee 
Khan  subsequently  sued  in  the  Zillah  Court  of  Hooghly  to  set  aside 
the  order  of  Board  of  Revenue,  and  to  recover  the  Mutwalleeship,  and 
being  unsuccessful  there  and  again  in  appeal  before  the  Provincial 
Court,  made  a  special  appeal  to  the  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut.  His 
case  was  heai-d  by  four  Judges  in  succession,  of  whom  three  concurred 
in    affirming   the    decisions    of    the    courts    below, 

4.  Thus  it  would  appear  that  the  matter  has  been  finally  disposed 
of  and  is  incapable  of  revival.  But  as  the  object  of  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment is  probably  to  obtain  detailed  information  as  to  the  grounds  of 
the  petitioner's  removal,  I  am  directed  to  request  that  the  Board,  after 
referring  to  the  records  of  that  period,  and  to  the  subsequent  consulta- 
tions of  1832  and  1833  in  their  office,  will  furnish  a  full  report  on  the 
subject,  forwarding  at  the  same  time  such  papers  a9  may  be  necessary 
for   further    elucidation    of    the    case. 

I   am, 

SiK, 

Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  F.    I.   HALLIDAY, 
Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal. 

Fort    William. 
The    .oth    February    1839. 
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No.    19. 

To 

F.    I.    Halliday,    Esq., 

Secretary    to    the    Goveninient    liengal. 

Sir. 

I  am  directed  bj^  the  Hon'ble  the  President  in  Council  to 
forward  you,  to  be  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Hon'ble 
the  Deputy  Governor  of  Bengal,  the  accompanying  Memorial  from 
Wasiq  Ali  Khan  with  its  accompaniments,  received  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  through  the  Agents  of  that  person,  and  to  request 
that  His  Honour  will  be  pleased  to  return  it,  with  a  report  upon 
the  subject  thereof,  and  such  papers  as  may  be  required  to 
elucidate    the    same. 

I    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)    I.    P.    GRANT. 
Oftg.  Secretary   to   the  Government    of    India. 

Council    Chambek, 
The    1-ith    January    1839. 


Dated    23rd    November    1838. 

To 

The    Hon'ble   Colonel    W.   Mokri.son,  c.b.. 

President    of  the    Council    of  India   in    Council. 

Toe  humble  petition  Wasi.[  Uli  Khan  of  tlie  Shea 
Sect,  son  of  Rujub  Uli  Khan  deceased,  Mutwallee 
of  the  Imambarah  of  the  late  Hajee  Mohainniad 
Mohsin,  at  Hooghlee  and  of  tlie  \Vu(]for  Appropria- 
tion connected    therewith    and    by    hiin  created  — 

Sheweth  — 

That     the  late    Hajee    IMohammad    Mohsin    succeeded    by,  right    of 
inheritance      among      other     property       to     the 

Property  inherited  by  appropriator.  .  i-       n  i       ci  i         ' 

Zammdaree  or  Perganah  bueedpoore,  etc..  m 
the  district  of  Jessore.  and  by  regularly  paying  for  the  same  revenue 
to  Government  which  was  tixed  annually  according  to  the  Decennial 
Settlement  at  S.  Rs.  8.76,712  was  seized  and  possessed  of  it  for  a 
number  of  years  and  up  to,  and  at  the  time,  when  he  made  such 
appropriation  as  hereinafter  mentioned.  That  being  a  pious  and  de- 
vout man  and  liaving  no  children  or  grandchildren  or  in  fact  any 
legal  heir  _  according  to  ]\Iahomedan  Law.  the  Hajee  appropriated,  and 
gave  as  a  religious  Endowment,  the  whole  of  his  property  (with  the 
reservation  of  a  small  portion  onlj',  consisting  of  seven  villages  to 
supply  his  own  personal  expenses),  as  a  permanent  appropriation  for  the 
performance      of      certain     religious,       ceremonious     and     charitable     acts 
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enjoined  by  the  Mahomedan  religion  according  to  tin*  practice 
and  usages  of  the  Shea  Sect  to  which  he  belonged,  and  the  obser- 
vance of  which  ceremonies  and  acts  liad  been  established  long  previ- 
ously   by    his    own     family. 

That     the     abovi'     appropriation     was     made     l)y    a     regularly    drawn 
Deed    of   appropriation    only     executed     by     him 

Deed  of   approiiriutioii.  i  --^  -  .  i  D  "      •  I  I 

and  written  m  the  Persian  language  and 
charcter.  bearing  date  the  9th  day  of  Bysakh  in  the  Bengal  year 
1213.  corresponding  with  the  20th  day  'of  April  in  the  year  of  Christ 
1806,  a  true  copy  whereof,  in  translation  marked  No.  1  is  hereunto 
appended.  That  the  above  deed  of  appropriation  was  duly  registered 
in  the  office  of  the  Registrar  of  the  Zillah  of  Hooglily  as  No.  122 
on  the  i)th  day  of  June  1806  C.  E.,  That  the  said  Hajee  Mohammad 
Molisin,  the  endower  or  appropriator,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
the  said  deed  of  appropriation,  and,  in  order  to  carry  into  execution 
the  Trusts  thereof  had,  as  mentioned  in  the  said  deed,  puljlicly 
placed     Rujub     Uli     Khan,    the     father    of    your    petititioner,     and    Shakir 

Uli    Khan,     also     therein     mentioned     in    charge 
Appoiutmeut  of  Mutwallee..  ^^     ^^^^     Towleut      aud     Waqf      as     ^lutwallees 

thereof  and  did  thereupon  cause  their  names  as  Mutwallees,  to  be  duly 
registered  on  the  11th  Bhadoon  1214  B.  E.,  corresponding  with  26th 
August  1817  C.  E.,  in  the  books  of  the  office  of  the  Government 
Cdlector  of  the  Zillah  of  Jessore  in  lieu  of  the  name  of  the  said 
appropriator.  which  had  previously  stood  therein  as  registered  pro- 
prietor of  the  lands,  the  subject  of  the  said  endowment  as  by  a 
reference  to  the  records  of  the  said  last  mentioned  office  will  appear. 
That  the  said  Rujub  Ali  Khan  and  Shakir  Uli  Khan  continued  tlience 
forward  to  act  as  such  joint  ]\Iutwallees  up  to  the  time  of  the 
death    of   the    said  appropriator.   wliieh    happened 

lleatli  of  Appropriator.  i  p       i  i  c      i         i  ■  i 

on  the  1-lth  of  the  month  of  Augliun  in  the 
Bengal  year  1219,  coi'responding  with  the  27tli  of  the  month  of 
November  in  the  year  of  Christ  1812,  without  his,  the  said  appropria- 
tor's  having  in  any  manner  attempted  to  alter  or  revoke  the  said  deed 
of    appropriation. 

Thai,  from  and  after  the  death  of  the  said  appropriator  and  up 
to  the  month  of  Bysakh,  in  the  Bengal  year  1220.  corresponding  with 
the  month  of  May  in  the  year  of  Chi'ist  1813,  the  said  last  mentioned 
persons  continued  to  act  as  such  joint  Mutwallees  as  aforesaid  ;  and 
that  in  the  said  month  of  Bysakh.  the  said  Shakir  Uli  Khan  "  finding 
himself  unable  (in  consequence  of  indisposition)  to  conduct  the  business 
of     the      endowment,"     did      duly     appoint      one 

^Appoinlment      of      Ba,,nir      Uli       j^^^^^j,.      yjj      ^y^^^       j^j^      ^j^^^^^     g^,^_       l^^^j^j^      ^^^^ 

whom  he  thought  deserving  a  Mutwallee  to 
act  in  his  behalf  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority 
for  that  pui-pose  given  to  him.  the  said  Shakir  Ali  Khan  as  one  of  such 
Mutwallees,  as  afoi-esaid  in  and  i)y  the  said  deed  of  apin-opriation  as 
will  appear  by  reference  thereto.  That  the  said  Baquir  Uli  Khan  did 
accept  the  trusts  of  the  said  endowment  and  did.  immediately,  on 
his  appointment  thereto  enter  upon  the  execution  thereof,  and  that 
the  said    Rujub    Uli     Khan     did     continue     to     act     in     tin<     said    Trusts 
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after  the  retirement  of  this  said  Sliakir  Uli  Khan,  and  from  and  afte-r 
the  appointment  of  the  said  Baquir  Uli  Khan,  and  did  up  to  the 
month  of  Magli  in  the  Bengal  year  1220,  act  jointly  with  him,  the  said 
Baquir  Uli  Khan  as  such  respective,  original  and  substituted  j\Iut- 
wallees   as   aforesaid. 

That    in    the    said    month    of    Magh     the    said    Rajul)     Uli    Khan    like- 
wise,   "  finding   himself   unable  (by    reason  of  old 

Appointment  of  Wasiq  Uli  Kliaii  i   i       ti      •    /•         'x    \  i.  j       .     i.u       i 

*'  age  and  bodily  iniirmity)  to  conduct  the   business 

of    the    Endowment,"  did    under,    and    by    virtue,    of    the    above-mentioned 
power  in    the   said    deed   of   appropriation  appoint    year   petitioner,    his  son. 
whom    he   thought    deserving   "  as    ]\Iutwallee   to   act    in    his   behalf  in  and 
by  a  certain  deed  of   appointment,    duly   executed    by   him    and    written  in 
the  Persian  language  and  character   bearing  date    the    1st    of   Magh,    in    the 
Bengal    year    1220.    corresponding    with    the    13th    day    of   January   in    the 
year  of  Christ  1814."   a  true  copy  whereof   in  translation  marked    No.   2    is 
hereunto    appended.     That    the    said    Rujub    Uli    Khan    thereupon,  duly  ap- 
plied  to  the  said  Government   Collector  and  prayed   that   the  name  of  j^our 
petitioner    might    be    substituted    for   the    name    of   him.  the  said  Rujub  Uli 
Khan  as  Mutwallee  of    the  said    Endowment    in    the    books    of  the    office    of 
the  said  Government    Collector  of    Revenue    in    the    said  Zillah    of   Jessore 
as    will   appear    truly   and  at     large    by     reference    to   the    records    of   the 
said    office    and    by   two   several    Purwanahs    of   the    said    Collector   issued 
by    reason    of   such    last   mentioned    application   and    bearing  dates   respec- 
tively,   the    21st    day   of    August   and    the    5th    day     of     September   in    the 
year    of    Christ    1815,    true    copies    whereof    respectively    in    translation  and 
marked   as    Appendix    A,    are    annexed    to   the    observations    on    ]\Ir.    C.  R. 
Barwell's     decision     hereunto    appended.     That    ji)ur     petitioner    was  duly 
put    in    actual    charge    of   the    said  Endowment  by    his    said   father.    Rujub 
Uli    Khan  in    his    life    time,    under   and    by    virtue    of    the  power   for   that 
purpose    given     in     and     by     the     said    deed    of    appropriation,    and    which 
power    was    duly    exercised    in    and    by  the    said   deed     of    appointment    so 
executed    by   the    said     Rujub     Uli     Khan    as    aforesaid  ;    and    that    your 
petitioner,    and   the    said    Rujub    Uli     Khan     as     aforesaid     and    that    your 
petitioner   and   the    said   Baquir    Uli    Khan     did     from     thenceforward    and 
up   to   the  time    hereinafter    mentioned     jointly    act    as     such     substituted 
Mutwallees    as    aforesaid. 

That  the  said   Rujub  Uli    Khan,    your  petitioner's  said    father,  departed 
this    life     on    the     28th   day    of    Kartick    in  the 

Death  of  Kajub  Uli  Khan.  .  . 

Bengal  year  1223,  correspondmg  with  the  12tli 
day  of  November  in  the  year  of  Christ  1816,  leaving  your  petitioner, 
his  .  appointee.  Mutwallee,  as  aforesnid  acting  in  his  stead  and  place  and 
without  having  in  any  manner  revoked  or  altered  the  said  deed,  in  and 
by  which  your  petitioner  was  by  him  appointed  Mutwallee  as  aforesaid. 
That  about  this  time  an  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council,  at  the  suit 
of   one   Mirza    Bundeh  Uli  was    pending    being  an 

Mirza  Bnndeh  Uli's  appeal.  -i.    •       x-.     ^     j     i         i  •  •       -     -i 

appeal  in  a  suit  instituted  by  him  against  the 
said  appropriator  and  the  Mutwallees  of  his  Endowment  aforesaid,  in  the 
Zillah  Court  of  Hooghly  and  in  that  suit  in  which  decisions  in  all  the 
nferior  courts  had  been  against  the  said  Mirza  Bundeh  Uli.  he  sought 
to   obtain  possession  of  all  the  lands  forming  the  subject  of  the  Endowment 
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afon'said  on  thr  grouiul  of  a  a:'iii  alleged  to  have  been  made  to 
hiiu,  the  aaid  Mirza  Bumleh  Uli  in  and  by  a  certain  deed  proved  to 
have  .been  I'orged,  but  by  him  alleged  to  have  been  executed  by  one 
Munnoojan  Khanani,  sister  oi!  the  said  appropriator  inherited  the  said 
lands.  That  the  said  ^lirza  Bundeh  Ali  being  very  much  exasperated 
against  the  Mutwallees  of  the  said  Kndowment  by  reason  of  the  opposi- 
tion wiiicli  he  had  met  with  i'rom  them  in  his  said  suit  and  the 
disappointment  caused  by  his  failure  in  every  one  of  the  Courts  in 
India,  into  which  he  carried  his  suit  and  instigate  and  induce  certain 
Conduct  of  Mir.u  Bundeh  Ali  ^vil  disposed  persons  to  lay  a  complaint  before 
towards  tlie  Muiwalle-.'.  the  Sudder    Board    of    Revenue    against    the    said 

Baquir  Uli  Khan  and  your  petitioner  as  such  joint  Mutwallees  as 
aforesaid.  That  immediataly  upon  such  complaint  being  made  and 
without  waiting  to  ask  or  consider  whether  the  character  and  situation 
of  the  complainants  gave  any  weight  to  cr  throw  any  suspicion  upon 
the  complaint  or  whether  the  probabilities  were  in  favour  of  such 
complaint  being  true  or  false  the  said  Board  of  Revenue  did  depute 
one  Uli  Akbar  Khan  who  was  at  the  time  employed  as  Wakeel  of 
Imrat  Rao  to  enquire  into  the  merits  of  the  complaint  and  respecting 
the  malversation  with  which  the  said  Baquir  Uli  Khan  and  your  peti- 
tioner were  in  such  complaint  falsely  charged  ;  and  did  give  the  said 
Uli  Akbar  Khan  an  instruction  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  appropriated  lands  in  the  meantime,  and  thereout  to  pay  the 
stipends  of  the  stipendiaries,  under  the  said  deed  of  appropriation. 
That  while  the  said  Uli  Akbar  Khan  was  engaged  in  this  business  to 
which  he  was  improperly  appointed  l)y  the  said  Board,  the  functions 
of  the  said  Baquir  Uli  Khan,  and  your  petitioner  as  such  Mutwallees, 
as  aforesaid,  were  actually  suspended  and  in  consequence  thereof  and 
of  the    improper  conduct  of  the  said  Uli*   Akbar 

-Confusion  ill  tliL-  Ameeu  s  tiriR'.  . 

Khan  wliue  engaged  in  such  appointed  busi- 
ness as  aforesaid,  the  affairs  of  the  Endowment  suffered  considerably 
and  fell  into  a  temporary  state  of  confusion  whereby  the  collection  of 
the  rents  and  protts  of  the  said  lands  became  impeded  and  the  said 
rents  and  profits  in  many  eases  could  not  be  realized.  That  in  conse- 
quence of  the  said  last  mentioned  grevious  state  of  things  and  before 
any  further  steps  were  taken,  the  said  Board  of  Revenue  issued  a 
Purwanah  bearing  date  the  4tli  of  March  1816,  directed  to  the  said 
Attacliment  of  ti.e  Waqf  p,o.  Ukbar  Ali  Khan  Ordering  him  to  take  and 
perty.  hold     possession    of    tlie    Waqf     property     which 

was  by  such  Purwanah  declared  to  be  placed  under  attachment  by 
the    said    Board    and    ordering    him,   the    said    Uli    Ukbar    Khan,    to   collect 

the    rents     and     profits    of     these     lands    to    the 

Pacjuir     Uli    Kliau's    insaaitv.  .  n        i  •  t  ■  •        ' 

exclusion    of     the     said     Baquir     Uli    Khan    and 
your    petitioner. 

That  in  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  j'ear  1817,  the  said  Baquir 
Uli  Khan  became  insane  and  thereby  incapacitated  from  longer  acting 
as    such    IMutwallee    as  aforesaid. 

That  the  said  Uli  Ukbar  Khan  being  so  in  exclusive  possession 
of  the  said  lands  under  the  orders  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  allowed 
the    revenue    that    was    aforesaid    i  ayalile    to    Government    from    the    Waqf 
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malials    ami    the    lands     aboveinentioned    to    fall    into    arrear,    and    this    too 

while    he,    the    said    Uli    Akbar    Khan,    was    in    the    receipt    of    the    rents 

and    profits    thereof   under    such    authority    from 

Gover.nnent    v.y.un.    falling   in       ^j^.,     j.^^.^^.j     ,,j.       l^^j^enUC     as     aboVBSaid     and'   that 
baliiDce. 

great    fears     were     reasonably     entertained     that 

in    consequence    of    the    said    default     of    the    said    Uli    Ukbar    Khan    in 

not    paying   the     said     revenue    to    Government,     the     said     lands     would, 

accordingly    to   the    custom    in    like    cases,    be    put    up    to    ])iiblic    sale    by 

the   Government    Collector    to   realize    out    of   the    proceeds    of     such     sale 

the    amount     of    the     arrears     due     to    Government,    but    that    foi-tunately 

this    dreaded    calamity    was    averted    by    the     timely     interference     of     the 

Collector    of   the    Zillah    of   Jessore    aforesaid,    in    which    Zillah     the     said 

lands     lay,     the    said     Collector    having    made    a     report    in    1816.    to   the 

said     Board     of    Revenue     to    the    purport     and 

Collector's  report  on  tlie  subject.  ,y.  n    ,i         ■  i  ■  i 

etiect  lollowing,  that  is  to  say,  that  unless 
the  said  Waqf  Mehals  were  taken  out  of  the  possession  of  the  said 
Uli  Ukbar  Khan  and  again  placed  as  previously  in  charge  of  the 
duly  appointed  Mutwallees  of  the  Endowment,  thi^  Government 
revenue  would  not  be  paid  and  that  the  lands  of  the  Endowment 
would  be  inevitably  sold,  to  make  good  the  arrears  thereof  and  that 
the  consequence  would  be  to  do  away  with  the  Endowment  altogether 
and  sink  the  name  of  the  Endower.  On  this  ground  the  Collector 
in  his  said  report  strongly  urged  the  said  Board  of  Revenue  to  put 
the  regular  Mutwallees  in  immediate  charge.  That  the  said  Board  of 
Revenue  entirely  concurred  in  the  view  taken  of  the  matter  by  the 
said  Collector  and  immediately  acted  upon  his  advice  by  directing 
that  the  Waquf  Mehals  should  be  immediately  freed  from  the  afore- 
said attachment  and  put  again  under  the  charge  of  the  Mutwallees 
of  the  Endowment  as  theretofore.  That  in  accordance  with  the 
above  order  of  the  said  Board  the  Collector  on  the  9th  day  of  July 
1816,  ordered  the  attendance  of  the  Mutwallees  of  the  Endowment 
and  issued  his  Purwanah  to  release  from  attachment  the  said  ^^  aqf 
Mehals     and     directed     the     Mutwallees    of    the    Endowment    to  supersede 

the      said     Uli      Ukbar     Khan      much     to      his 

Attacliuient       withdrawn        and  it  ■  i 

possession      restored      to      the     anuoyance    and    disappointment    and    to    resume 
-^^"^^^■'''*^'^-  charge     of     the     said     Waqf      Mehals     and     to 

continue    in    the    management    and    conduct    of   the   general    business    and 
affairs    of   the    said    Endowment. 

That  thereupon  and  in  pursuance  and  obedience  to  the  said  last 
mentioned  Purwanah  your  petitioner  alone  resumed  charge  of  the  said 
lands  and  business  of  the  Endowment,  as  such  Mutwallee  as  aforesaid, 
the  said  Baquir  Uli  Khan  having  become  incapacitated  as  aforesaid,  and 
your  petitioner  thereby  again  entered  upon  the  receipts  of  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  said  lands,  as  such  Mutwallee  as  aforesaid  and 
throughout  not  only  paid  off  the  said  arrears  but  thereafter,  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  same  became  due  and  payable,  duly  paid  the 
Government  revenue  payable  in  respect  of  the  said  lands  and 
generally  and  faithfully  acted  in  the  Trust  of  the  said  F^ndowment  to 
the  benefit  and  advantage  of  Government,  and  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  intention  and    directions  expressed   in  the    said   Deed  of    appropriation. 


282 


'I'liat      ill     the     iiiontli     of     Kartie     in     the    IJou.i'al    year    1223,    corres- 

iioiuling  with    the    niontli    of    November    in    tlie    year    of    Christ    1816,    the 

isaid     appeal     of    the     said  Mirza     IJundeh    Ali    continued    pending,    and    in 

„..,,,,  ,    ,  consequence     of    your    petitioner's     fatlier     then 

W  a.]!  Mrlials  af;uiii  attachi'il.  111  111 

dying,  wlio  liad  tendered  the  requisite  security 
for  tlie  result  of  such  apjx'al,  the  Board  of  Revenue  again  attached 
the  said  lands  and  again  deputetl  the  said  Uli  Ukbar  Khan  to  take 
charge    of   them. 

That  thereupon  your  petitioner  duly  addressed  a  petition  to  the 
Court  of  Sadder  Dewanny  Adawlut  in  Calcutta,  which  was  submitted 
to  the  Judges,  for  the  time  being,  of  that  Court,  by  the  Collector  with 
his  Rubukaree  dated  the  .5th  day  of  February  1817,  praying  that  the 
Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  might  be  directed  to  release  the  Waqf  Mehals 
from  attachment,  to  remove  the  said  Uli  Ukbar  Khan  who  had  been 
deputed,  and  to  receive  from  your  petitioner  the  i-equisite  security  as 
regards    Mirza    Bundeh    Ali's    appeal    to    Europe. 

Mr.  H.  Harrington,  First  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Sudder  Dewanny 
Adawlut  in  Calcutta,  made  the  following  return 

OrJer  uf  court  fur  a  resular  suit.         •  i  •  r»    i      , 

m  his  Rubukaree  dated  the  18th  day  of 
August  1817.  That  the  appeal  of  Mirza  Bundeh  Uli  was  totally  uncon- 
nected with  jour  petitioner's  requisition  respecting  the  removal  of  the 
attachment  and  the  Ameen,  and  that  your  petitioner  if  he  felt  himself 
aggrieved  by  the  measures  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Revenue,  was  at 
liberty  to  institute  an  original  suit  against  the  acts  of  that  authority 
under  the  provisions  of  secticn  15,  Regulation  XIX  of  1810,  as  will 
appear  by  reference  to  a  copy  in  translation  of  the  said  Rubukaree 
marked    No.    3    hereunto   annexed. 

That  in  consequence  of  the  above  judicial  opinion  of  Mr.  Harring- 
ton, on  the  accuracy  of  wdiich  your  petitioner  placed  iinpUcit  reliance, 
your  petitioner  immediately  took  steps  to  bring  the  acts  of  the  Board 
and  the  alleged  improper  conduct  of  your  petitioner  to  the  test  of 
judicial  investigation  by  instituting  legal  proceedings  in  the  Court  of 
ordinary  jurisdiction,  which  Mr.  Harrington  affirmed,  were  competent  to 
take  cognizance  of  those  matters.  In  the  meantime,  however,  Mr.  Steer, 
the  then  Government  Collector  of  the  Zillah  of  Jessore  aforesaid,  was 
removed  to  another  appointment,  and  Mr.  Tucker  was  appointed  in  his 
room  Collector  of  Jessore.  This  change  gave  the  long  looked-for 
opportunity  to  the  above-mentioned  Uli  Ukbar  Klian  to  further  his 
private  and  sinister  views.  In  consequence  of  his  former  disappoint- 
ment and  consequent  hostile  feelings  towards  your  petitioner  he  sought 
to  advance  himself  at  the  sacrifice  of  both  the  character  and  prospects 
in  life  of  your  petitioner.  The  opportunity  offered  by  the  confusion 
created  by  the  change  of  Revenue-officers  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Tucker 
for  that  of  ^Ir.  Steer  and  the  unavoidable  ignorance  of  the  new 
Collector,  Mr.  Tucker  as  to  all  matters  and  interests,  purely  local,  was 
gn^edily  seized  upon  by  Uli  Ukbar  Khan. 
Uli    Akbar   Khan's   hostik-  at-     ^-        j         ^^^     operation     was     tliis.      he      insti- 

tempts  agauist  tht-  petitiouur.  '  '■ 

gated  certain  evil-disposed  persons,  partly  \ni< 
own  creatures  and  partly  persons  attached  to  him  i\v  promises  of  future 
recompense    to    bring    false    charges    against    your    jietitioner   and    the   said 
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Baquir  Uli  Khan  as  such  Mutwalh'es  as  aforesaid,  ami  which  charges 
4ie.  the  said  Uli  Ukliar  Khan  himself,  in  his  official  capacity  forwarded 
in  the  form  of  a  complaint  and  accompanied  by  a  report  purporting  to 
have  been  made  on  a  due  investigation  of  these  charges  by  his  Nayeb 
or  Deputy,  one  Kishen  Dyall  to  the  newly 
Collector's  report.  appointed'   Collector     who    from,     no     doubt,    a 

well-intentioned  but  overhasty  zeal  in  the  performances  of  his  new 
duties  at  once  despatched  this  report  accompanied  by  a  letter  under 
his  osvn  hand  to  the  Board  of  Revenue  in  Calcutta  without  having 
made  any  personal  enquiry  into  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  contents 
of  the  report.  This  is  the  report  and  this  is  the  letrer  which  figure  so 
prominently  and  of  which  so  much  has  been  made  and  said  in  the 
decisions  of  the  six  learned  judges,  who  have  consecutively  entertained 
and  seriatim  pronounced  their  judgments  on  the  suit  hereinafter  men- 
tioned to  have  been  prosecuted  Ijv  your  petitioner  in  consequence  of 
the    above    judicial  opinion    of   Mr.    Harrington. 

That    at    the    time    these    documents    reached  the  Board,   changes   had 
also   unfortunatelj-  recentlj-   taken   place    in    that 
Mr.  Saiu>.ms^ app"'"^"'^'"  *" ''"'     body  and    ^Ir.    Salmon   who   happened  to   be  the 
patron     of     Uli     Ukbar     Khan,     had     in    conse- 
quence  of  these    changes   just    become    one    cf   its  members.     That    gentle- 
man  in    the    name   of   the    Board    without    instituting    any     enquiry    either 
personally    or    by    means    of  »any     other    officer     of    the     Government,    but 
acting  on  the  above    report    alone,    the    work    of 
Petitioner  removed  and  Uli  Ukbar     ^^^    interested    and    corrupt     ofiicial.    ordered   the 

l\han  appointea.  '^ 

immediate  removal  of  your  jetitioner  and  the 
said  Baquir  Uli  Khan,  from  their  offices  of  Mutwallees.  and  further 
ordered  that  the  very  man  who  virtually  made  the  report.  Uli  Ukbar 
Khan  should  be  put  in  charge  of  the  Endowment.  This  order  was 
confirmed  by  a  Sunnud  or  Deed  of  appointment  made  out  by  the  direc- 
tion of  ]\Ir.  Salmon  in'  the  name  of  the  Board  and  bearing  date  the  19th 
day  of  September  in  the  year  of  Christ  1818,  which  was  to  the  purport 
and  efiect.  That  Uli  Ukbar  Khan  was  appointed  liy  the  Board  Mut- 
wallee  in  the  room  of  the  said  Baquir  Uli  Khan  and  your  petitioner, 
who  were  therein  stated  to  be  the  former  Mutwallees.  In  pursuance 
of  this  order  and  the  Sunnud  thereupon  made,  the  said  Baquir  Uli 
Khan  and  your  petitioner  were  turned  out  of  their  offices  of  Mutwallees, 
without  having  been  allowed  the  exercise  of  the  right  common  to  the 
poorest  as  well  the  richest  in  all  countines  where  justice  is  adminis- 
tered, namely  the  right  .  of  the  accused  to  have  their  accusers 
brought  face  to  face  and  to  have  them  put  to  the  proof  of  their  charges 
or  to  have  the  opportunity  afi'orded  them,  the  accused,  of  bringing 
forward  proofs  of  their  innocence.  This  right  was  denied  ro  your 
petitioner,  who  was  declared  guilty  of  corruption  without  any  trial, 
without  any  legal  proof  of  his  having  been  corrupt,  but  upon  the 
unsupported  representations  of  a  rural  and  dishonest  and  interested 
subordinate  native  officer  who  was  at  the  time  of  his  making  these 
representations  intriguing  and  using  every  means  in  his  power  to  supplant 
your  petitioner  in  the  office  of  Mutwallee.  Thus  was  your  petitioner 
deprived     of    an     office,     the     duties     of     which     he     had     ever     faithfully 
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discharged  and  of  a  salary  upon  which  alone  he  depended  for  the  means 
of  subsistence  for  himself  and  family,  while  at  the  same  time  a  still 
deeper  injury  was  inflicted  on  your  petitioner  Liy  the  harsh  and  unjust 
order  of  Mr.  Salmon  having  the  effect  of  disgracing  your  petitioner  in 
the  eyes  of  his  fellow  countrymen.  Uli  Ukbar  Klian  was  accordingly 
placed  in  actual  charge  of  the  Endowment  as  sole  Mutw^allee  under  the 
above    order    and    sunnud    of    his    patron  ;    under   the    above    circumstances 

your  petitioner  relying  on  the  judicial  opinion 
.I'TZ  i:^^'cLu'"''''     expressed    by    Mr.    Harrington    as    aforesaid    did 

on  the  -ith  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of 
Christ  1825.  institute  a  regular  suit  in  the  Zillah  Court  of  Hooghly 
before  David  Carmichael  Smyth,  Esq.,  the  Judge  of  that  Court,  against 
the  Government,  the  Board  of  Revenue,  and  the  Collector  of  the  Zillah 
of  Hooghly  complaining  of  the  acts  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  in  removing 
your  petitioner  from  his  office  of  ^lutwallee,  praying  to  be  reinstated 
in  such  office  and  claiming  the  sum  of  sicca  Rs  7,197-7-14  as  com- 
pensation for  his  loss  of  income  for  one  whole  year,  that  sum  being 
then  about  the  j^eai-ly  amount  of  one-ninth  share  of  the  produce  of 
the  appropriated  lands  and  which  ninth  share  your  petitioner  was 
entitled  to  as  Mutwallee  under  the  original  deed  of  appropriation  afore- 
said. A  copy  of  your  petitioner's  petition  of  plaint  in  this  suit  was 
forwarded  by  the  Judge  to  the  Board  of  Revenue  agi-eeably  to  Regu- 
lation II  of  1814,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  conduct  of  that 
body  to  his  entertaining  the  suit  of  your  petitioner.  This  consent 
was  onl}'-  obtained  by  Mr.  D.  C.  Smyth  and  the  Collector  of  Hooghly 
on  l)ehalf  of  himself  in  his  official  capacity  and  in  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Board  of  Revenue  took  defence  to  the  suit  in  the  usual 
manner  and  filed  an  answ^er  on  his  own  and  on  their  behalf.  The 
defence  set  up  by  the  defendants  was  the  corruption,  incapacity  and 
dishonesty  of  your  petitioner  and  for  proof  of  which  they  relied  on  the 
abovementioned  report  of  Uli  Ukliar  Khan  and  the  letter  of  the  Collector 
accompanying  it.  which  were  produced  as  exhibits  in  the  cause,  and 
the  defendants  contended  through  the  Government  Wakeel  that  under 
Regulation  XIX  of  1810  the  Board  of  Revenue  and  the  Local  Agents  had 
complete  power  to  tlepose  a  corrupt  and  dishonest  Mutwallee,  and 
that  that  Regulation  does  not  permit  a  person  so  deposed  to  insti- 
tute a  suit  of  the  nature  of  your  petitioner's,  and  that  it  was  brought 
contrary  to  the  intention  of  that  Regulation.  Mr.  D.  C.  Smyth,  with- 
out having  before  him  any  proof  of  the  alleged  corruption,  incapacity 
or  dishonesty  of  j'our  petitioner,  and  without  calling  for  a  Futiva 
from  the  Law  officer  attached  to  tlie  Court,  but  in  the  face  of  the 
above  cited  judicial  opinion  of  Mr.  Harrington,  a  judge  of  the  Sudder 
Uewanny  Adawlut  and  after  entertaining  your  petitioner's  suit  for  full 
11  months  at  a  great  sacrifice  of  time  and  money  the  latter  of  which 
your  petitioner  could  but  ill  spare  did  decide,  that  the  intention  of 
,.    ^,  ,,  „      , ,   .  ,  section     15     of    the    last     mentioned    Regulation 

Mr.  D.  C.  bmvtli  s  jiidfjineiit.  ^ 

was  not  that  a  person  removed  by  the  orders 
of  the  Board  on  proof  of  corruption  and  incompetency  should  be 
replaced  in  the  same  office  by  an  order  of  Court  and  consequently 
that  a  complaint  against  the  Ruling  "  Power  is  not  admissible  and 
cognizable     by      a     Court     of     Law."       Whereupon     the      suit     of     your 


285 


10 

petitioner  was  ordered  to  be  dismissed  with  costs  against  liini.  Your 
Honour  in  Council  will  here  observe  that  Mr.  D.  (.'.  Smyth  takes  no 
evidence  of  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  charges  brought  against 
your  petitioner  ;  but  assumes  that  proof  of  corruption  and  incompetency 
had  been  taken  by  the  Board,  which  has  been  shown  not  to  be  the 
case  and  that  the  opinion  of  I\Ir.  D.  C.  Smyth,  as  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  above  Regulation  and  the  jurisdiction  of  his  Court,  was 
altogether  erroneous  as  the  collective  judicial  opinion  of  the  judges  of 
the  Courts  of  Sudder  Dewanny  in  Calcutta  and  Allahabad,  hereinafter 
mentioned,   has    satisfactorily  decided  and  established. 

From    the    decision     of    D.    C.    Smyth,   Esq.,  your   petitioner   appealed 

to   C.   J.   Middleton,  Esq.,   Judge   of  the  Calcutta 

Appeal  to  tlie  Provincial  Court     Pj-o^.j^cial     Court.     which     was    then     in     exist- 

before  Mr.  C.  J.  Middleton. 

ence  and  filed  a  Futwa  of  the  learned  men 
of  the  Government  Madrasa  which  was  in  favour  of  your  petitioner's 
right  as  Mutwallee.  This  Futwa  was  afterwards  submitted  by  the 
Court  to  the  Law  officers  of  the  Court  of  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut 
for  their  opinion  as  to  its  accuracy.  The  opinion  of  the  Law  officers 
of    the     Sudder     Court     was     found    to   agree    in    all   particulars    with    the 

Futica     of     the     Madrasa     Doctors,     whereupon 

Judgment  of  Mr.  Middleton.  at-iti    ,  ■.  i         ,       ,    i  ■  ,-  <• 

Mr.  Middleton,  without  taking  any  notice  ot 
these  legal  opinions,  dismissed  your  petitioner's  suit  and  decided 
against  him,  affirming  the  decision  of  the  Zillah  Court  "  for  the  reasons 
assigned     in     it."       The   last    judicial    resort    was    the     Court     of    Sudder 

Dewanny  in  Calcutta.  To  this  Court  your 
^'^'^''^  '         '  petitioner    applied    for     a     special    appeal,    which 

was  granted  under  the  order  of  the  Honourable  Alexander  Ross, 
Esq.,  then  ,  a  judge  of  that  Court,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
Decisions  of  the  Zillah  and  Provincial  Courts  had  been  passed  in  opposi- 
tion   to   the    Futwa     of    the     Law     Officers     above     mentioned.       In    this 

stage    of   the    business  it  so   happened    that  two 

Torab  Uli  Khan's  suit.  •,  p  rr         i        .  n         i-, 

regular  suits  ot  one  iorab  Ally  Khan  against 
the  said  Uli  Ukbar  Khan  and  the  Government,  which  had  been  pending 
for  some  time  in  the  Calcutta  Provincial  Court  aforesaid,  were  dis- 
posed of,  one  being  decreed  for  the  plaintiff"  and  the  other  dismissed. 
,  Both  these  parties  appealed  against  the  above  decisions  to  the  superior 
Court,  and  the  proceedings  in  these  suits  were  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Government     Wakeel,     luit     upon     what     principle     of     justice     or     legal 

procedure,    your   petitioner    is    at  a    loss    to  dis- 

•Judgi.ieut  of  Jlr.  C.  K.  Barwell,  •.        ,        ^,  p 

cover,  put  up  with  the  nle  of  your  petitioner's 
special  appeal.  That  appeal  was  tried  by  j\Ir.  C.  R.  Barwell,  who 
decided  that  no  guilt  of  corruption,  etc.,  was  made  out  against  your 
petitioner,  and  that.  "  if  your  petitioner  could  obtain  the  order  of  Govern- 
ment for  his  being  appointed  to  the  Trusts  or  Towleut,  agreeably  to 
the  power  given  by  the  Touqif,  he  (your  petitioner)  as  the  son  of  the 
Mutwallee  of  the  Toaquif's  appointment  against  whom  no  corruption  or 
incapacity  appears  in  the  file  of  this  case,  has  the  best  title  of  all 
others  to  the  Towleut."  Nevertheless,  your  petitioner's  suit  was  dismissed 
with  two  other  appeals  above  mentioned,  but,  agreably  to  Regulation  XI 
of    1831,    Mr.    Barwell    added    a    paragraph    in    his  decision,    directing  that 
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it  should  In'  rtd'crri'd  to  another  judge  oC  the  same  (Joiirt,  tlu'  (yourt 
ol'  Suildei-  Dewanny  Adawhit.  Against  this  measuri"  the  defendants  peti- 
tioned, l)nt  the  Court  refused  the  jn-ayer  of  tlioir  jx-tition  and  directed 
the    suit    to    be    nd'erred    to    a    second     voice.      Tlie     file     was    accordingly 

brought     up     before      the     Honouralile      T.      C. 

I'l-ui'ciidiiij'K  before  T.  0.   lidK'rt-       n    i        j.  l"'  j.i  •      i  n     ,  i      .      ^> 

s„„.  Kobertson,    Lsq.,    then    a    judge    of   that    Court 

wlio,  according  to  his  Rubukaree  bearing 
date  the  7th  day  of  May  183-1.  suspended  the  further  hearing  of  the 
suit,  until  he  obtained  the  collective  judicial  opinion  of  the  judges  of 
Courts  of  Sudder  Dewanny  in  Calcutta  and  Allahabad,  on  the  construc- 
tion to  put  on  Regulation  XIX  of  1810,  above  mentioned,  namely, 
whether  by  section  1.5  of  that  Regulation  and  with  reference  to  the 
decision  of  Mr.  1).  C.  Smyth's  aforesaid,  the  Judicial  Tribunals  of  the 
Country  had  authority  to  take  cognizance  of  the  suit  and  to  reverse  the 
order  of  the  Pxmrd  of  Revenue,  and  reinstate  your  petitioner  as  Mutwallee. 
The  judges  of  the  last-mentioned  Courts,  the  Courts  of  highest 
_.    ,     ,  ,  authority    of     all     the     Honourable     Comnanv's 

Collective  opinion  ot   the  Jndges  ...  . 

upon  the  construction  of  Kegula-  Courts  ot  Law.  gave  in  their  collective  opinion 
tion  XIX  of  1810.  ^^p^j^    ^    ^^g.^    j^jy    g^iijinitted    to    them    by   the 

learned  Judge,  ^Ir.  Robertson,  in  the  manner  usual  in  like  cases  that 
the  Judicial  Tribunals  had  such  authority.  The  precise  orders  of  their 
opinion  your  petitioner  is  unable  to  set  forth  which  he  wished  to  do, 
but  was  prevented  by  reason  of  the  judges  of  the  Sudder  Dewanny 
Adawlut  in  Calcutta  having  refused  to  grant  the  prayer  of  a  petition 
presented  by  your  petitioner  to  them,  and  praying  for  a  copy  of  such 
opinion,  as  will  appear  by  reference  to  translation  of  the  aforesaid 
petition  and  the  resolution  aforesaid  of  these  judges,  copies  whereof 
marked  No.  4  are  hereunto  annexed.  In  consequence  and  in  pursuance 
of  the  said  last  mentioned  judicial  opinion,  Mr.  Robertson  proceeded  to 
hear  your  petitioner's  appeals,  which  he  decided  in  favour  of  your 
petitioner,  and  declared  his  freedom  from  corruption  and  his  competency 
and  his  right  to  i-eceive  one-ninth  share  of  the  produce  of  the 
appropriated  lands.  The  only  point  of  that  decision  to  which  your 
petitioner  offers  any  objection  is  the  statement,  that  if  there  were  two 
Mutwallees,       they      must      disagree,      and      the 

Mr.  Uoliertaon's  iiuiiinient.  i.      1       ■    ■  L"    i      t\t         r>     i        j_  i 

•'    ''  consequent  decision  which  Mr.   Robertson    makes 

thereon  that  your  petitioner  should  continue  to  receive  his  ont^-ninth 
share  as  Mootwallee  which,  lie  admitted,  your  petitioner  was  entitled 
to,  but  that  your  petitioner  should  not  act  in  tlie  Trusts  which 
were  to  be  confided  to  the  sole  management  of  one  Mutwallee.  Your 
petitioner  humbly  solicits  your  Honour  in  Council's  attention  to  your 
petitioner's  observation  on  tin;  last-mentioned  decision,  bearing  date  the 
2.oth  dav  of  August  1834,  wliicli  will  be  found  app(Mided  to  the  copy 
in    translation    of   that    decision    hereunto   annexed. 

That    according   to   the    practice    of   the   Court,    the    suit    was    referred 
to   a     third     voice     and    the     proceedings     were 

Proceedinfifs     before     Mr   C.    W.  j-       i         i    •  i        \     e  r<         \f        <-i      •,.         t. 

Smith.  accordingly     laid     before     C.      W.     Smith,    Esq., 

another    Judge    of   the    same     Court,     the     suits 
of   Torab    Uli    Khan     having    been    already    dis- 


HiK   Jiulfjiuent. 

missed.     Mr.    C.    \V.    Smitli    in    giving   judgment    declared  that    his  opinion 
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agreed  with  that  ot  Mr.  C  R.  IJarwell.  and  by  a  decree,  bearing  date 
the  2yth  Novemljer  18;'>4,  dismissed  your  petitioner's  suit.  JJut  although 
Mr.  Sniitli  stated  in  his  judgment  that  he  agreed  with  Mr.  C.  R. 
Barwell,  it  appeared  on  the  very  face  of  the  judgment  of  the  former 
of  these  two  learned  judges,  that  he  differed  into  (o  coelo  from 
]\Ir.  C.  R.  Barwell  on  the  most  important  point  in  the  case  and  in  fact 
on  the  only  material  issue  that  was  raised  by  the  parties  to  the  suit  in 
their  pleadings,  namely,  whether  your  petitioner  was  or  was  not,  as 
alleged,  corrupt  and  incompetent.  Your  Honour  in  Council  will,  no 
doubt,  be  as  much  surprised  to  learn  as  was  your  humble  petitioner, 
that  Mr.  U.  W.  Smith  decided  that  your  petitioner  was  corrupt,  while 
Mr.  C.  R.  Barwell  decided,  ou  the  same  evi- 
pS^Zlf  1.  ^l^^'^^^n  dence,  the  report  and  letter  as  did  the 
andc.  w.  Smitli.  Honourable     Mr.    Robertson    subsequently,     that 

your      petitioner     was      neither        corruj.t      nor 
incompetent.     The  disagreement     between     Mr.    C.    W.    Smith's    judgment 
Application  for  review  of  judg-     ^nd    that    of   Mr.    C.    R.    Barwell   is  as   clear   as 
>nent.  a  decided   and    unqualified    negative    and   affirm- 

ative   can    make   them. 

That    in  consequence    and   in  conformity    with     the    practice  and    rule 
of   the  Honourable  Company's  Courts,  your  peti- 
jud^^,Sr""   '"■    "  """'    "'     tioner    duly    applied   to   Mr.    C.     W.     Smith    to 
refer  the  suit  to  a  fourth  voice  ;  this  he  refused 
contrary    to    the    established    practice    as    will    appear    by    his    Rubui^aree, 
bearing   date  the    10th    day    of    January   1835.     Upon    this   your   petitioner 
applied   to   Mr.    C.    R.    Barwell     for   a     review    of     judgment,    Mr.    C.    W. 
Smith    having   in    the    mean    time   left    the    Court     and    joined    the    Board 
of   Revenue.     Mr.     Barw^ell     considered      your     petitioner's     objections     to 
Mr.  Smith's  decision,  a  sufficient    ground  for   his    oi-dering  by  his  Rubukaree. 
dated  the  31st   IJecember  1835.   that  the  petition    for    the  review   of  judg- 
ment   should   be    laid    before   the    English  sitting 
Referred  to  the  English  fitting.       ^^    ^j^^    Courts,    that     it     might    be     determined 

upon  by  a  full  bench.  To  the  English  sitting  it  was,  therefore,  referred 
and  thereupon  the  Honourable  Mr.  T.  C.  Robertson  and  the  late  Mr. 
N.  J.  Halhed,  then  another  judge  of  the  same  Court,  recorded  their 
opinion  of  the  merits  of  the  case  in  their  Rubukaree,  bearing  date 
the  5th  day  of  July  1836,  as  follows — that  is  to  say  that  they  had 
deliberately  considered  the  respective  Rubu- 
Joint    Kubukaree     of    iMessrs.     karees    of   ]\Ir.    0.    R.    Barwell    and     Mr.    C.    W. 

Halhed   aud    Robertson    declaring  -,-via 

petitioner  entitled  to  a  fom-th  voice.  Smith,  dated  the  22nd  August  1833,  and  29th 
November  1834,  respectively.  That  Mr.  Barwell 
and  Mr.  Smith  were  agreed  in  the  matter  of  the  dismissal  of  the  suit 
but  ditferred  materially  as  to  the  right  of  Towleut  and  the  corruption 
of  the  appellant,  that  Mr.  Barwell  had  stated  that  the  appellant  had 
a  right  to  the  Towleut  and  of  all  others  was  the  best  entitled  to  be 
appointed  Mutwallee,  and  that  the  charge  of  corruption  against  him 
was  wholly  without  proof  or  foundation.  But  that  Mr.  Smith  was  of 
opinion  that  the  appellant  was  wholly  unworthy  of  the  Towleut,  as. 
corruption  had  been  proved  against,  him.  That  the  paragraph  in  Mr. 
C.    R.     Bar  well's     decree,    setting   forth    that    your   peritiouer    had    a    right 
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to  the  TowlbUt  antl  tliat  no  corruption  had  been  proved  against  him, 
was  in  addition  to  the  finding  and  decision  of  the  Calcutta  Provin- 
cial Court,  from  which  your  petitioner  a[)pea]ed.  and  that  such  addi- 
tional finding  and  decision  of  Mr.  C.  R.  Barwell  was  the  sole  cause 
of  the  suit  having  been  referred  for  a  second  voice,  namely,  to  that 
of  the  Hon'ble  Mr.  Robertson,  that  a  want  of  agreement  then  pre- 
vailed in  the  respective  opinions  of  yiv.  C.  R.  Harwell  and  Mr.  C.  W. 
Smith,  and  that  in  consequence  of  this  disagreement  between  the 
opinions  of  these  two  judges  the  question  at  issue  was  still  left 
undecided  ;  further  that  from  Mr.  C.  R.  Harwell's  Rubukaree  it  was 
evident  that  the  two  Lower  Courts  had  not  considered  the  tenor  of 
the  Waqfnama.  wherein  the  Endower  had  empowered  the  Mutwallees 
to  appoint  others  in  their  stead  as  they  thought  expedient,  and  that 
for  the  above  reasons  Messrs.-  Robertson  and  Halhed  recorded  their 
joint  opinion  that  the  case  seriously  called  for  a  fourth  voice  before 
it  could  be  disposed  of,  as  by  reference  to  their  Rubukaree  hereunto 
appended    will    fully    and    truly    appear. 

That     for     a     fourth     voice     the     file     was     accordingh'     laid      before 
.      ,     „    „,  „  W.     Money,    Esq.,     then     another   judge    of   the 

Case  referred  to  Mr.  \V.  Money.  p   -,     i  i  J       o 

Court  of  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut.  This  judge 
having  been  a  member  of  the  Hoard  of  Revenue,  the  body  against 
whose  act  your  petitioner  complained  and  sought  redress  and  was 
consequently    one    of  the   defendants    in    the     original     suit     and     at     the 

same     time     the     suit     came     before    him    as    a 

Objection  of  petitioner. 

judge,  was  one  of  the  respondents  in  the 
appeal.  In  consequence  of  the  two  characters  of  judge  and  party 
meeting  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Money,  your  petitioner  objected  by  a 
petition,  bearing  date  the  12th  day  of  September  1836,  to  his  hearing 
and  deciding  such  appeal,  and  prayed  that  the  same  might  be  referred 
to  another  judge,  one  less  likely  to  be  prejudiced,  and  not  from  his 
previous  situation,  likely  to  have  made  up  his  mind  on  ihe  -^ase  or 
likely  to  be  influenced  by  a  desire  to  defend  the  acts  of  a  bcxly  of 
which,  he  himself  constituted  a  part,  or  to  uphold  an  opinion  previous- 
,  ,  ly     expressed     or    at    least    acted    upon.       This 

Objection  over-ruled.  .         . 

objection  was,  however,  improperly,  as  your 
petitioner  humbly  submits,  over-ruled  by  the  Court  at  the  English 
sitting    thereof. 

That     Mr.    Money,   therefore,    proceeded    to    hear   the    appeal,   and    not 
much    to   the  surprise  of   your    petitioner,    under 

Jud^'ment  of  Mr.  Moii.  v.  .       '  . 

the  above  cii-cumstances,  directed  the  dis- 
missal of  the  suit  in  his  judgment  dated  22nd  September  1836,  in 
which  he  recorded  his  opinion  fully  in  agreement  with  that  of  Mr. 
C.  R.  Harwell,  as  will  appear  by  reference  to  his  said  judgment,  a 
copy  whereof  is  hereunto  annexed.  Mr.  ^loney  in  bis  judgment, 
however,  neglected  to  consider  the  power  given  by  the  Touqufnamah 
to  each  of  the  Mutwallees  to  appoint  such  other  as  he  pleased 
jn  his  place,  and  apparently  overlooked  the  circumstances,  that  since 
Mr.  Harwell's  decision,  the  features  of  the  case  had  assumed  a  very 
diLerent  aspect  in  consequence  of  the  collective  judicial  opinion  of  the 
Judges     of     the     (Calcutta    and    Allahabad    Courts     of      Sudder     Dewanny 
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above  mentioned,  as  to  the  construction  to  be  given  to  Regulation  XIX 
of  1810,  wherebj'  the  authority  of  the  Judicial  Tribunals  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  suit  and  to  give  redress  to  your  petitioner  were 
established.  Mr.  Money's  judgment,  however,  in  agreeing  with  Harwell, 
was  so  far  correct,  that  it  altogether  exonerated  your  petitioner  from 
the  charge  of  corruption  and  acknowleged  his  right  to  the  Towleut. 
and  as  respects  the  finding  on  such  two  points  your  ]  etitioner  sub- 
mits that  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  act  of  the  Board  in 
removing  your  petitioner  from  the  Mutwalleeship  ought  to  have  been 
decided  in  conformity  with  such  finding.  The  impropriety  of  the  act 
was  the  natural  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the  declaration  that 
the  ground  upon  which  it  was  attempted  to  be  justified  was  unten- 
able, and,  if  improper,  your  petitioner  ought  to  have  been  reinstated  in 
the  office  by  the  Court,  which  decreed  his  right  in  the  exercise  of 
those  remedial  powers  which  that  Court  must  be  presumed  to  have  in 
common  with  every  other  independent  Court  of  Law,  as  far  as  respects 
the  matter,  of  which  by  its  constitution  it  lias  judicial  cognizance  or 
over    which    it    has    jurisdiction. 

That    while    your   petitioner      was    proceeding    with     his    suit   through 

the     different    courts      of     judicatures,     the    above-mentioned     Uli    Ukbar 

Khan,    the    person,    who,     by     his     contrivances     and   flalsehoods,    was    the 

immediate     cause  of    your     petitioner's     removal 

Removal  of  Uli   Lkbar  Kha„.      ^^,^^    ^.j^^     ^^^^      ^j     MutwaUee      was     himself 

removed  from  the  office  to  which  he  was  appointed,  in  the  room  of 
your  petitioner,  by  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  for  abusing 
his  Trust  and  appropriating  the  Funds  Ijelonging  thereto  to  his  own  use. 
This  is  the  individual  whose  report,  made  upon  a  charge  got  up  by 
himself  to  advance  his  own  interests,  Mr.  C.  W.  Smith  considered 
sufficient  proof  of  your  petitioner's  corruption  and  incompetency  and 
dishonesty.  Mr.  C.  W.  Smith  and  Mr.  ^liddleton  are  the  only  judges 
who  ventured  so  far  as  to  declare  that  they  considered  such  documents 
as  the  report  and  its  accompanying  letter  written  by  the  Collector 
under  the  circumstance  aforementioned  as  legal  proof  of  the  corruption, 
incompetency    and    dishonesty    of  your    petitioner. 

How   then    stands    the   case    of    your    petitioner     after    a    lengthened 
examination     of     12     years,     and     having     been 
'^"''  "*''"  ■  regularly     investigated     and     decided     upon    in 

succession  by  six  judges  of  the  Hon'ble  Company's  Courts,  namely,  by 
Mr.  D.  C.  Smj-th.  Mr.  C.  J.  Middleton.  Mr.  C.  R.  Barwell,  Mr.  T.  C. 
Robertson,  ^Ir.  C.  W,  Smith  and  ilr.  W.  ]\Ioney,  not  to  mention 
again  the  abovementioned  decision  of  Mr.  Harrington  which  forced 
your  petitioner  to  commence  and  prosecute  this  suit  or  the  several 
subsequent  collateral  subsidiary  issues,  investigations  and  decisions  by 
the  Hon'ble  Mr.  A.  Ross.  Mr.  C.  R.  Barwell,  Messrs.  Robertson  and 
Halhed  and  the  judges  of  the  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut  in  Calcutta 
and  Allahabad.  All  the  judges  but  Mr.  ^liddleton  and  Mr.  C.  W. 
Smith  decided  that  your  petitioner  was  neither  corrupt  nor  incompetent, 
with  the  exception  of  Mr.  D.  C.  Smyth,  who  did  not  go  into  the 
investigation  of  the  charge  of  corruption  deciding  erroneously,  as  now 
appears    h\   the    judicial    opinion    of   the    judges    of   the     Court    of    Sudder 
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Dt'wainiy  at  (lalcntta  and  Allalialiad,  that,  Ik^  had  iin  jurisdiction 
under  the  coustructii)n  which  he  erroneously  gave  to  Regulation  XIX 
of  1810.  With  respeet  to  his  decision,  thei-eforo,  it  may  l)0  put  aside 
altogether.  The  majority  of  the  remaining  judges,  namely,  throe  out 
of  five  who  entered  into  the  investigation  of  the  proof  adduced  in 
support  of  the  charge  of  corruption  and  incompetency  urged  by  the 
defendants,  decided  against  such  proof  and  nei^atived  such  charge  of 
corruption  and  incompetency.  These  judges  were  Mr.  C.  R.  Harwell,  the 
Hon'ble  T.  ('.  Robertson,  and  Mr.  W.  Money.  All  of  these 
judges  at  the  same  time  decided  in  favour  of  your  petitioner's  right 
to  the  office  of  Mutwallee,  Init  of  these  Mr.  C.  R.  Harwell  and  Mr. 
W.  Money  merely  recommended  an  application  to  l)e  made  to  Govern- 
ment on  the  part  of  your  petitioner  for  an  order  to  reinstate  him  in 
such  office,  for  which  his  fitness  and  to  which  his  title  were  declared  by 
them,  but  under  the  erroneous  impression,  as  your  petitioner  submits, 
that  they  sitting  as  judges  in  a  Court  of  Law  had  no  power  themselves 
to  make  such  orders.  While  the  Hon'ble  Mr.  Robertson  decreed 
payment  of  one-ninth  share  of  the  past  and  future  accruing 
produce  of  the  appropi'iated  lands  to  be  paid  to  your  petitioner  as 
Mutwallee,  but  refrained  fi'om  making  the  order  of  his  resuming  the 
functions  of  Mutwallee  and  acting  as  such  in  the  Trusts  of  the 
Endowment  on  the  sole  ground,  as  stated  in  his  judgment,  that  he 
considered  two  Mutwallees  or  Trustees  could  not  agree  or  act  con- 
jointly. The  first  two  judges  decided  contrary  to  the  judicial  opinion  o£ 
the  two  Courts  of  Sudder  Dewanny,  Mr.  Harwell,  previous  to  the 
date  of  that  opinion  and  therefore  in  ignorance  of  it.  Mr.  ]\Ioney, 
subsequent,  but  without  noticing  it,  and  therefore  as  your  petitioner 
presumes  in  ignorance  or  forgetfulness  of  it.  The  third  jydge,  the 
Hon'ble  Mr.  Robertson,  admitting  the  right  of  your  petitioner  and  his 
fitness  lays  down  and  decides  upon  an  assumed  general  principle 
which  your  petitioner  submits  is  neither  applicable  to  human  nature, 
generally,  as  experience  proves  or  to  your  petitioner  to  wit  the 
unavoidable  disagreement  of  two  persons  who  are  required  to  act  in 
the  same  matters  conjointly.  Hesides,  the  deed  of  appropriation  appoints 
to  act  as  joint  Mutwallees  and  requires  them  to  be  aiding  and  assisting 
each    other   in    the    execution    of  the    Trust. 

That  in  making  these  remarks  your  petitioner  is  very  far  from 
ascribing  to  any  of  the  highly  respected  and  learned  judges,  who  have 
decided  in  favour  of  your  petitioner's  fitness  and  legal  title  but  have 
stopped  short  of  reinstating  your  petitioner  in  his  office  of  Mutwallee, 
any  undue  difference  to  the  defendants,  the  Government  ;  at  the  same 
time  your  petitioner  is  Well  assured  that  it  is  far  from  the  desire  of 
the  Government  which  he  knows  aims  at  being  considered  enlightened, 
wise,  and  paternal  in  its  rule,  that  its  judicial  officers  should  mete 
out  one  measure  of  justice  where  the  Government  itself  happens  to  be 
a  party  to  the  suit  and  another  where  the  suit  is  between  private 
individuals  only. 

That,  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  the  judges  above 
referred  to,  your  petitioner  on  the  4th  day  of  October  1836,  duly 
presented   for   the    consideration    of   the   Government     of    Bengal   through 
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the  hands  o£  Mr.  Mangles,  he  is  then  Secretary,  a  nicuiorial  accom- 
panied by  all  the  documents  relating  to  your  petitioner's  case,  praying 
to  be  reinstated  as  Mutwallee  of  the  Kndowment.  These  were  returned 
to  your  petitioner  without  any  order  having  l)een  passed  on  them,  and^ 
without  any  reason  having  been  assigned  or  explanation  given  why 
they  were  so  returned.  Your  petitioner  humbly  submits  that  the 
poorest  subject  of  the  Government,  who  has  a  cause  of  grievance  and 
seeks  redress  in  respectful  terms  and  in  the  prescribed  way,  does  not 
expect  too  much  when  he ,  expects  that  his  cause  of  grievance  will  be 
investigated,  redress  given,  or  a  reason  assigned  for  its  having  been 
withheld.  Your  petitioner  not  having  received  any  answer  to  the 
prayer  of  his  memorial,  presented  to  Mr.  Mangles  in  his  official  capacity 
as  above  mentioned,  is  unable  to  ascertain  and,  therefore,  is  unable  to 
state  whether  your  poor  petitioner's  memorial  was  ever  submitted  to  the 
Governor   of    Bengal. 

That  your  petitioner  is,  therefore,  compelled  to  trouble  your  Honour 
in  Council  with  a  statement  of  his  grievances  and  to  seek  and  expect 
from  your  Honour's  sense  of  justice  that  redress  which  he  has  hitherto 
been  denied,  although  sought  after  in  the  prescribed  and  approved  channels^' 
through  which  justice  ought  to  flow  equally  to  all,  both  poor 
and  rich,  the  Judicial  Tribunals  of  the  country  established  by 
Government.  Y'our  petitioner  is  wearied  both  in  body  and  mind, 
harassed,  oppressed  and  impoverished,  dragged  through  a  succession  of 
numerous  judicatories  at  a  great  sacrifice  of  time  and  at  great 
expense.  The  latter,  your  petitioner  could  not  have  borne,  had  he  not 
been  supported  by  the  money  as  well  as  the  advice  and  encourage- 
ment of  many  of  his  countrymen,  who  profess  the  same  faith  and  who 
feel  in  Considering  your  poor  petitioner's  wrongs  that  they  and  the 
Endowment,  the  interest  of  which  they,  as  well  as  your  petitioner  have 
at  heart,  as  well  as  the  general  interests  of  the  religion  which  they 
in  common  profess  and  which  the  religious  Endower  desired  to  honour 
and  promote  by  the  liberal  gift  of  the  greater  part  of  his  property, 
have    suffered   in    the    person    and    sufferings    of   your   petitioner. 

That  the  appointment  of  your  petitioner  by  the  deed  was  a  due 
exercise  of  a  legal  power  given  by  Muhammadan  Law  is  ascertained 
beyond  dispute,  by  i-eference  to  the  Futwas  of  the  Law  officers  of  the 
Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut,  as  well  as  those  filed  by  your  petitioner 
or  those  filed  by  the  Government  in  this  case  and  annexed  by  way 
of  Appendix  to  the  observations  on  the  decision  of  0.  J.  Middleton, 
Esq.,  hereunto  appended.  From  these  Futwas  it  also  appears  that 
the  deed  or  appropriation  is  in  the  nature  of  testamentory  Trust  or 
Towleut-mj'-ool  Toaseeut,  making  the  Trustees  of  the  Endower.  and  that 
if  an  endower  be  dead,  as  in  the  present  case,  his  Trustee  and 
Executor  may  without  the  permission  or  knowledge  of  the  ruling  power, 
make  over  the  Trust  to  another,  and  such  other  becomes  thereby  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  Mootwallee.  that  it  is  necessary,  to  follow  and 
observe  the  intention  of  the  Toaquif  as  much  as  the  command  of  the 
Law-giver  or  the  Prophet,  that  if  one  of  two  Mutwallees  or  Trustees 
should  find  '  himself,  as  '  was  the  case  with  your  peitifioner's  father, 
unable     o   conduct   the   Imsiness    of   the    Trust,    he   himself    independently 
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of  his  co-nmtwallee  or  co-trustee,  could  aprw)int  anyone  whom  he 
might  doom  inont  fit  and  deserving  his  successor  as  sucli  Mutvvallee 
if  the  Toaquif  has  made  such  a  provision  ;  that  the  Quazee  cannot 
remove  the  Mutwallee  or  Trustees  merely  upon  accusation  of  the 
defendants,  but  upon  proof  only  of  corruption  and  that  it  belongs 
only  to  the  judge  of  a  judicial  Court  to  remove  the  Mutwallee,  and 
that    only    upon    proof   of    his    having   acted    corruptly    in    the   Trust. 

That  these  points  of  Law  applicable  to  the  present  case,  Ijeing 
extracted  from  the  Futwas  either  written  or  approved,  when  written 
by  the  regularly  appointed  Law  Officers  of  Government  both  of  the 
Sudder  Dowanny  Adawlut  and  the  Madrasa  must  l)e  admitted  as 
conclusive,  as  to  the  legality  of  your  petitioner's  appointment  to  the  office 
of  Mutwallee  and  his  right  to  hold  that  appointment  until  such  legal 
proof  of  his  unfitness  or  corruption  shall  be  adduced  as  shall  satisfy 
a  judge  of  judicial  Court.  hi  your  petitioner's  case  he  was  removed 
by  the  arbitrary  and  summary  power  exercised  by  the  Board  of 
■Revenue,  Avhose  duties,  as  respects  Endowments,  are  only  ministerial, 
and  not  by  a  Judge  of  a  Judicial  Court  and  without  a  shadow  of 
pi'oof   of    his    alleged    corruption. 

Nay,  further,  the  case  does  not  rest  here,  the  falsehood  of  the 
principal  charge  brought  against  your  petitioner  and  the  other 
Mutwallee,  has  been  judicially  investigated  in  another  suit  and  proved. 
The  charge  was  that  your  petitioner  and  the  other  Mutwallees 
fraudulently  held  part  of  the  lands  of  the  Endowment  in  fictitious 
names.  Acting  on  such  false  and  malicious  charge  Uli  Ukbar  Khan, 
on  his  being  appointed  Mutwallee  by  the  Board  of  Revenue  as  afore- 
said, actually  ousted  Torab  Uli  Khan  by  f^rce  and  violence  from  such 
part  of  the  lands  as  was  alleged  to  be  held  by  him  in  his  name, 
Benamee  for  your  petitioner  and  the  other  Mutwallee.  Torab  Uli 
Khan  upou  this  brought  his  action  in  the  Provincial  Court  against 
Uli  Ukbar  Khan,  and  the  Collector  of  Jessore,  to  recover  possession 
of  the  lands  from  which  he  had  been  so  forcibly  and  illegally  ejected 
in  that  suit,  not  a  scintilla  of  proof  Avas  adduced  to  establish  the 
charge  of  fraud  and  corruption  against  your  petitioner  and  his  co- 
Trustee  or  to  establish  the  alleged  Benamee  holding,  but  on  the  con- 
trary it  was  proved  that  charge  was  false  and  that  such  lands  formsd 
no  part  of  the  Endowment,  but  had  been  actually  sold  liy  the  Endower 
himself    to   Torab  Uli    Khan.     A   decree    was  passed  accordingly  in  favour 

of   Toraii    UU    Khan,    of    which    particulars    will 

Mr.    Brailduii's   letter.  .  r    ivr         o       ij 

appear  ni  and  by  a  letter  ot  Mr.  Braddon, 
then  Commissioner  of  the  district  of  Burdvvan,  addressed  to  the  Jioard 
of  Revenue,  and  bearin;?  date  the  10th  day  of  November  1832,  a 
copy  whereof  marked  No.  5  is  hereunto  appended.  Your  petitioner  at 
the    same   time    craves    the    attention    of   your     Honour    in    Council    to   the 

ai)le    Minute    of   James    Pattle,    Esq.,  the  vSenior 

Mr.    Pattle's    iiiiiiiite.  ,,         ,  r.        i  i .  i  i-       t->  l 

Member  ot  the  Jjoard  ol  Revenue,  on  the 
lastmentioned  letter,  in  wliich  minute,  after  a  careful  and  patient 
investigation  of  your  petitioner's  claims  and  the  several  decisions  i)re- 
viously  made  thereon  and  al)Ove  mentioned,  Mr.  Pattle  recommends  to 
Government     the      just     ami     also,     as     he    thinks,     politic     measure     of 
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compininding  the  suit  with  your  petitioner  and  oi'  reappointing  your  peti- 
tioner Joint-Mutwallee  to  the  Ilooghly  Jmambarah,  if  on  such  reappoint- 
ment your  petitioner  would  file  a  Kazenamah  and  withdraw  his  afore- 
said appeal  as  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  said  minute,  a  copy 
whereof  marked  No.  6,  is  hereunto  also  appended.  On  this  minute 
your  petitioner  has  but  one  obt^ervation  to  make,  which  is  this  •  If 
your  petitioner  has  a  right  to  be  reinstated  and  ought  to  be  rein- 
stated by  Government  as  therein  urged  to  be  but  just  and  politic, 
your  petitioner  submits  that  it  follows  as  a  consequence  that  your 
petitioner  ,is  entitled  to  have  paid  to  him  the  arrears  of  salary,  or 
share  which  under  the  deed  of  appropriation  is  apportioned  to  each  of 
the  Mutwallees,  with  interest  thereon,  as  decreed  to  your  petitioner  by 
the  Hon'ble  Mr.  T.  C.  Robertson,  and  which  arrears  have  accumulated 
by  reason  of  your  petitioner's  unjust  and  illegal  expulsion  and  con- 
tinued exclusion  from  the  office  of  Mutwallee,  to  which  he  was  duly 
appointed  by  a  solemn  deed  of  appointment  executed  in  pursuance  of 
a   power   and    authority    for   that    purpose    given    by   the  original  Endower. 

That  the  facts  of  your  petitioner's  unfortunate  case  and  the  law 
applicable  to  it  and  the  contradictory  decisions  of  the  Courts  of  Law 
which  operate  as  a  denial  of  justice,  together  with  your  petitioner's 
observations  or  comments  upon  these  decisions  to  which  your  petitioner 
craves  attentive  consideration,  are  now  before  your  Honour  in  Council. 
And  there  he  leaves  his  case  in  full  assurance  that  his  claim  will 
receive  an  attentive  and  patient  consideration,  and  that  your  Honour 
in  Council  will  redress  his  grievances  and  establish  his  rights,  knowing 
that  it  is  your  Honour's  constant  aim  and  desire  ever  to  keep  judg- 
ment   and    relieve    the    oppressed. 

Your  petitioner,  therefore,  humbly  prays  that  the  necessai-y  order 
may  be  issued  to  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  reinstate  your  petitioner 
in  the  office  of  the  Mutwallee,  in  the  Imambarah  at  Hooghlee,  and  to 
order  and  direct  that  one-ninth  share  of  the  annual  produce  of  the 
Endowment  with  interest  be  paid  to  your  petitioner  from  the  date  of 
his    being    removed    from    that    office   up   to   the    present    date. 

And  your  petitioner  shall  ever  pray  for  the  continuance  and  pros- 
perity of  the  British  Government  in  India.  May  the  Sun  and  Power 
of   Glory    shine    resplendant. 

(Sd.)  Wasiq   Uli   Khan, 
Mutwallee  of  the  Hooghly  Imambarah. 

HOOGHLY, 

23rd  November,  1838. 
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No.    190. 

To 

The    Sudder    IJoard    of   Revenue. 

Gentlemen, 

I    have    the    honour   to   transmit    to   you   the  accounts   of  the 
.,  ,     .     ,       .  .       ,  ,•  ,  .     .•  ,.o,        Syadpore  Trust   Estate,  etc..  as  per 

Abstracts  or  receipts  uud  disbursements  ot  1837.  .  .  •  r 

Ditto  ditto  lor  1838.       margin    shewing    the     receipts     and 

Ditto  ditto  for  1839.  i-    1  i.  j.         r     ^i 

General  abstract  of  receipts  and  disbursements  disbursements  on  aCCOUut  ot  the 
from  30th  March   1836  to  3Uth  April  1839.  Several  shareS 

1  cash  account  for  April    1839. 

1  statement  of  lapsed  pensions. 

1   abstract    of    receipts    and    disbursements    of   the  2nd.         1      beg     tO      remark       that 

Jths  share  from  3rd  January  1837  to  3Utli  .\pril  1839.  ,  ,1  j     ,  r      ii  t->  i> 

1   account  of  the   iths  share  from  22nd  June  183ti       "P      ^O       the      (late      Ot      the      Board  S 

to  30th  .^prii  1839  ,,,  .    .    „,„     letter   No.    205    of     the    15th    May 

1  memorandum  ot  deposits  up  to  30th  April  1839.  .  .  " 

1838,  with  its  enclosure,  from 
Mr.  Secretary  Halliday  the  ^ths  share,  which  should  have  been  entirely 
appropriated  for  the  religious  purposes  of  the  Institution,  was  burthened 
with  several  items  of  expenditure,  and  that  to  a  considerable  amount,  which 
should  have  been  met  by  the  funds  of  the  ^ths  share  and  the  Kharija 
Towleut  Estates. 

3rd.  In  putting  this  irregularity,  therefore,  to  right,  there  has  been 
an  addition  to  the  expenses  of  the  yths  share,  and  from  this,  there  will 
hardly  bo  a  surplus  available  for  the  purposes  of  the  Hooghly  College. 

4th.  I  also  consider,  under  the  terms  of  the  Towleutnamah,  the  divi- 
sion of  the  shares  is  not  as  yet  properly  made.  The  wording  of  that  deed 
states  that  the  proceeds  of  the  Estates,  after  defraying  the  Government 
Revenue,  shall  bo  divided  into  9  shares,  of  which  2  are  to  be  made  over 
to  the  Mutwallis  as  their  remuneration,  three  to  be  devoted  solely  for 
religious  ])Uvposes,  and  from  the  rest  the  expenses  of  managing  the  property, 
realizing  the  rents,  tlie  payment  of  establishment  of  the  Imambarah, 
pensions,  etc.,  siiould  be  met.  This,  however,  is  not  strictly  adhered  to  ;  for 
the  Collector  of  Jessore  first  deducts  the  expense  of  establishment  far 
the  management  of  the  Estate  from  the  surplus  proceeds,  and  remits  the 
balance  to  the  Hooghly  Collectorate,  whereas  he  should  remit  tlie  vvhoh*  oi' 
the  surplus  to  the  Local  Agents  and  receive  back  from  tliem,  out  of  the 
frths  share,  the  amount  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  employed.  By  the 
present  system  there  is  a  considerable  loss  occasioned  to  the  nths  and 
ffths    shares. 

5th.  The  Mutwalli,  when  I  was  lately  at  Hooghly,  made  several 
representations  to  me  respecting  the  management  of  the  Imambarah,  etc., 
to  which  I  sliall  call  the  attention  of  the  Local  Agents,  and  hereafter  com- 
municate my  sentiments  to  the  Board  at  present  ;  I  wish  to  call  their 
attention    to    the    fact    that  on    the  pension  list  there  are  no   less  than    8 
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relations  of  Rajab  Allee  Khan,  and  11  of  Shakir  Allee  Khan,  tliH 
two  former  Mutwallis,  and  that  there  are  nine  persons  receiving  stipends 
to  the  anioinit  of  Rs.  1,00,211  (?)  annually  who  never  come  near  to 
the  Imambarali  to  perform  any  services  or  ceremonies  there.  Imi 
reside  at  Bareilly,  Murshidabad  and  Calcutta  and  receive  thoii-  pensions 
through  their    Agents. 

6th-.  The  Board  are,  of  course,  aware  that  no  authenticated 
separate  list  of  pensions  to  be  paid  from  the  ^ths  share  was  ever 
produced.  The  one  on  which  the  claims  to  pensions  are  mostly  founded 
was  declared  a  forgery  by  the  Civil  Court  in  1822,  and  that  decision 
was  upheld  by  the  Court  of  Appeal  and  the  Sudder  Dewany  Adawlut, 
Besides  this,,  the  founder  created  the  Waqf  in  1213  and  died  in  12n>. 
and  between  that  interval  no  account  of  payments  as  per  separate  list 
can    be    traced    in    his    books. 

7th.  I  think  that  under  the  circumstances  of  no  authentic  separate 
list  having  ever  been  produced,  and  the  number  of  relations  of  the 
two  first  Mutwallis.  who  now  receive  stipends  from  the  Institution,  it 
would  be  right  to  institute  a  stnct  enquiry,  through  the  Mutwalli. 
into  the  claims  of  all  the  parties,  and  I  am  confident  that  such  a 
step    would    enable    us    to   discover   much    imposition    in    this    item  alone. 

8th.  The  Mutwalli  represented  to  me  tliat  he  experienced  con- 
siderable inconvenience  from  not  having  any  control  over  the  servants 
of  the  establishment  (not  being  those  employed  in  the  management 
of  the  Estate),  paid  from  the  ^ths  share,  many  of  them  in  consequence 
evincing  neglect  of  his  orders  and  others  being  incapable  of  perform- 
ing the  duties  for  which  they  were  entertained.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  this  should  be  immediatelj-  remedied,  and  the  Mutwalli — as  the 
Head  Executive  Officer  of  the  Imambarah.  should  be  able  lo  dismiss 
the  servants  for  neglect  and  incapacity,  reporting  the  same  to  the 
Local  Agents.  It  seems  extraordinary-  to  place  a  man  like  Keramat 
Allee  in  the  situation  of  ]\Iutwallee  and  denj-  him  the  control  neces- 
sary  for    the    performance    of   the    duties    of   that    office. 

9th.  With  reference  to  the  salary  of  the  Mutwalli.  I  beg  to 
remark  that  the  difficulty  of  finally  adjusting  the  amount  to  be 
paid  to  him  from  the  date  of  his  appointment  arises  from  the  Acting 
Mutwallee  having  overdrawn  from  the  funds  of  the  Estate  what  would 
have  been  his  average  of  the  rrth  share  during  the  period  he  officiated. 
This  excess  is  to  be  charged  in  a  contingent  bill  and  paid  to  Keramat 
Allee.  but  the  Local  Agents  and  myself  are  quite  at  a  loss  to  know 
from  what  fund  this  contingent  charge  is  to  be  made,  and  until  that 
is  settled,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  adjust  finally  the  claims  of  the 
present  Mutwallee.  I  request  that  we  may  be  favoured  with  instructions 
on    this    subject. 

10th.  In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  add  that  I  lately  inspected 
the  whole  of  the  buildings  and  gi-ound  occupied  by  the  Imambarah. 
and  1  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  the  former  to  lie  in  a  state 
perfectly  disgraceful.  The  Postahs  on  the  river  face  have  been  left 
unfinished    and    insecure    from    want    of    funds.     Many    of    the     buildings 
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are  in  a  state  of  total  iiiiii,  dangerous  ovon  to  passcrs-liy,  and  Iroiu 
an  inspection  of  tlie  plaoi."  no  one  woidd  lie  led  to  su|)|hisi'  that  tlio 
Institution  was  under  the  protection  and  tlic  funds  at  the  disposal  of 
the    Hritish    authorities. 

I    have,  etc.. 

(Sd.)    W.    Dami'IEK, 

Commissioner. 

Jessore,  Commissioner's  Office, 

18th   Division   at  Alipore  ; 

The   10th  June,  1831). 
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No.    168. 

To 

The    Commissioner    of   Jessore. 

Sir. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  190,  dated  the  10th  ultimo,  on  the 
subject    of   the    Hooghly    Imambarah. 

2nd.  The  Board  'request  that  you  will  explain  in  detail  what  items 
burthened  the  fths  share,  which  should  have  been  charged  to  the  fths 
share,    as    mentioned    in    your    second    paragraph. 

ord.  Also  what  sums,  on  account  of  what  items,  and  on  what 
dates,  were  transferred  from  the  |ths  to  the  ^ths  influencing  as  you 
state  in  your  3rd  paragragh,  the  surplus  available  for  the  purposes  of 
the   Hooghly   College. 

I   have,   etc., 

(Sd.)     E.  GuRRiE, 

Secretary. 
The   2nd    July    1839. 
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No.    10. 

To 

The    Sudder    lioard    of    Revenue,    Fort    William. 

Gentlkmb;n, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  168  of  the  2nd  instant  regarding  the  sums  charged  from  the  ijths  to 
the  fiths  shares  of  the  Wuqf  property.  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the 
Board's  orders  No.  205  of  the  15th  May  1838,  giving  cover  to  the 
Government  orders  No.  712  of  the  17th  April  of  the  same  year,  the 
Local  Agents  -were  instructed  that  the  ifths  share  was  solely  to  be  devoted 
to  religious  purposes  and  no  charges  other  than  those  to  be  admitted 
on  it.  The  Local  Agents  made  further  references  which  were  reported 
to  your  Board  on  the  25th  .July  and  3rd  August,  Nos.  378  and  403,  and 
instructions  were  finally  issued  on  these  on  the  7th  and  21st  August, 
Nos.    404    and   427. 

2nd.  I  beg  to  refer  the  ]>oard  to  the  enclosures  of  my  letter  of 
the  3rd  August  showing  the  items  charged  against  the  ilths  share 
improperly,  and  also  to  the  minute  of  Mr.  Tucker  so  strongly  referred 
to  by  the  Deputy  Governor  of  Bengal  in  the  6tii  paragraph  of 
Mr.    Secretary    Halliday's    letter    of    the    17th    April    above    referred    to. 

3rd.  I  have  in  accordance  with  tlie  Board's  present  ordefs  requested 
the  Local  Agents  to  furnish  me  with  a  statement  showing  the  exact 
sums  of  each  item  thus  erroneously  charged  against  the  i'iths  share,  and 
I  must  also  add  that  in  the  apportioning  the  expenses  of  management 
the  ifths  and  fths  (or  the  shares  of  the  Mutwalli).  are  wrongfully  charged 
with  a  part  which  should  not  be  the  case  under  the  Towleutnamali. 
I    am   about    to   remedy    this. 

I   have   the    honour    to   be, 
Gentlemkn, 
Your    most    obedient    servant. 

(Sd.)       rLI.ECJIlU.K, 

Commissioner. 

Jessore,   Commissioner's    Office, 

18th    Division    at    Bard  wan  ; 

The    9th    Julv    1831). 
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No.  188. 

To 

The    Commissioner    of   Jessore, 

SiK, 

In  reply  to  your  letter  No.  10,  dated  the  i>th  instant,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to  inform  you  that  they  await 
your  further  communication,  which,  they  trust,  will  be  full  and  circums- 
tantial and    will    contain    your    opinions    at    large. 

I    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)    E.    CtTKRIE, 

Secretary. 
The    17th   Julv    1831). 
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No.  or)4. 

Siuldci-    I'oanl    di'    iJcvcuue, 
The    irtli    .Inly    188!). 

Secretary    to   Goveriiinent    of    l>engal, 

Revenue    Departnioiit. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  Jioard  of  Revenue  to  acknow- 
ledge tlie  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  5tli  February,  No.  196,  witli  its 
enclosures,  calling  for  a  report  on  the  removal  of  Wasiq  rUi  Klian  from 
the    Mutwalleeship    of   the    Hooglily    Imambarali. 

Tlio  grounds  of  that  removal  were  reported  by  the  late  Ijoard  in 
their  letter,  uader  date  the  16th  July  1819,  but  as  more  detailed 
information  appears  to  be  required,  the  Board  have  hai.1  prepared  an 
abstract  of  all  the  correspondeixee  and  records  connected  with  the 
removal  of  the  former  Mutvvallees  and  the  appointment  (jf  UUee  Ukbar 
Khan,    which    with    the    original    documents    is    submitted    herewith. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  the  Board  to  advert  to  the  judicial 
proceedings  which  ensued.  The  abstract  of  the  correspondence  of  1832- 
33  conuected  with  tlie  defence  of  the  case  in  the  Sudder  Dewany 
Adawlut  with  the  (jriginal  letters  and  ^linutes  of  the  Members  is  also 
furnished. 

Tiie  Board  trust  that  the  necessity  which  the  Government  requisi- 
tion involved  (jf  referring  to  and  making  selections  from  a  very 
voluminous  correspondence  together  with  the  constant  pressure  of  urgent 
business,  will  furnish  a  suliicient  explanation  of  the  delay  which  lias 
unavoidably,    occurred   in    the   submission    of   this    report. 

(Sd.)    ll.l.KUIHI.K. 

The    original    enclosunjs    of   your    letter    are    returned. 

Precis  of  the  correspondence   relating  to  the    liooghly    Imambarah  connect- 
ed   with    the    dismissal    <jf    tlu    late    .Mutwallej,    Wasiq    AUee    Kiian. 

Aljout    the    commencement    of    181.0,    some    r.'latKjns    of     Buiidali    Ally, 

who   claimed    the    W'aqf    i)roperty,    sent    a    petition   to    the    Board   in    which 

they    complained    that    the;     funds    appropriated     to     the     Imambarah     were 

squandered     away      by     the     Mutsvallis,      Rajub     Ally     and     Shakir     Ally 

contrary    to   the    provisions    of   the    Towleutnainah,    that    Rajub    Ally    from 

age    and     infirmities,     was     unable    to   transact    Imsiness    of   any    kind    and 

that     Bakir     Ally     was     a     wijrthless     fellow     who    squandered     money     in 

debauchery.     The  Board  called  upon  the  (Jollect- 

^\b\h^i»t-\%\b'  ^^'   ^'^    maki^.   enquiries     regarding    the    allegation 

of   the    petitioners    and    report    tlie    result.      The 

Collector,    in  complying    with    the    Board's    requisition,    submitted    a    re-port 

from    Local    Agents,    in    which    it    is    observed    that    there    did     not    appear 

to     be     nuich     d)ubt     of     the      trutii     of      the      alh^gations,      but     as      the 
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Mutawalk'rs  liad  rcfusod  to  produce  any  aiuouiit,  the  Local  Agents  were 
unable  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  property  or  what  ])ortion  of  it  had 
been  expended  according  to  the  Towleutnainah  and  intention  of  the 
appropriator. 

The  Loral  AgtMits  remarked  further  that  IJakir  Ally  had  no  right 
to  the  office  of  iMutwallee  which  l)y  Mussahnan  Law  is  not  hereditary, 
and  with  regard  to  Rajub  Ally  they  left  il  to  the  Hoard  to  determine 
whether  with  reference  to  his  acknowledged  incapacity  for  business  and 
to  the  fact  that  the  property  had  been  nearly  ruined,  he  was  not 
disqualified  for  the  office  also.  The  Local  Agents  also  at  tlie  same 
time  reported  that  Rajub  Ally  was  said  to  have  appointed  liis  son 
Wasik    AUj'   to  be    his    deputy    and    successor. 

The     Board,    in     laying     the     report     of     the     Local     Agents     before 
,,    .  ,,.^  Government,  stated  the  arrangments  they  would 

4th  August  1815.  "  ■' 

propose  for  the  better  management  of  the 
Institution  in  future  and  the  due  appropriation  of  the  funds  to  the 
purposes    for    which    thej'    were    intended. 

That  the  IMutwallees  Rajul)  Ally  and  IJakir  Ally  were  unfit  persons 
for  the  charge,  was.  the  Board  thought  sufficiently  manifest  ;  but  as 
one  had  been  appointed  by  the  founder,  and  the  other  was  the  son 
^of  the  late  incumbent,  they  would  not  interfere  with  their  functions. 
They  proposed,  how^ever,  that  a  duly  qualified  person  should  be 
appointed    as    Aumeen    or    Inspector   for    the    following   purposes  : — 

(1)  To   keep   accounts    of   all    receipts    and    disbursements. 

(2)  To     form    in    concert    with    the     IMutwallees    estimates    of    the 

expenses    requisite    for   the   performance    of   the    ceremonies. 

(3)  To   control    the    expenditure   generally. 

(4)  To     see     that     the    l>uildings     are    kept     in     proper    repair,   and, 

lastly,    to   submit    accounts    to    the    Local     Agents    whenever 
they   might    call    for  them. 

This     measure     was     sanctioned     by    Government.       On     the    10th     of 
,       ,  ,  the     following    month     the     Board     reported     to 

6tli  Septeiulier  1815.  /-, 

Government  that  they  had  selected    Ukbar  Ally 

Khan     for    the     situation    of    Aumeen.    and  proposed    that    he    should     be 

allowed  a  personal  salary  of  Rs.  200  per  mensem  and  Rs.  100  for  an 
Establishment. 

This     appointment     received    the     sanction    of    Government,    and     Avas 

^  duly    notified    to   the    Local    Agents,    who   were 

instructed     to     vest     Ukbar     Ally     Khan      with 

lOth  Xovenilier  1815,  No.  24.  .i  i  ,  i   •    i       i         i       i     i.  •    i      i 

the    cliarge    to    which    he    had    been    appointed. 

On    the    date    noted    on    the  margin    the    Hooghlj-    Local    Agents    pre- 
,^  ,   ,  ,^   ,  eented  a  Durkhast  from  Ukbar  Ullv  Khan,  from 

lotli  .Jiinii.ary  1810.  .  .  "  .  . 

which  it  appeared  that  the  Sunnud  given  him 
aid  not  convey  sufficient  authoritj-  for  interfering  in  tlu»  management  of 
the  funds  of  the  Endowment,  and  they  suggested  that  a  fresh  sunnud 
should  be  granted  him,  vesting  him  with  the  exclusive  control  subject 
ro    their    intervention    and    authority. 
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Ddul'iful  liow  I'jir  tlicy  were  wsted  with  any  control  over  any  of 
the  I'linds  of  the  Institution  arising  from  hnuls  situated  out  of  the 
Hooghly  District,  the  Hooglily  Local  Agents  requestod  tliat  orders  on 
the    subject    of    tliein    should    he    sent    to    the    Jcssore    L(X;al    Agents. 

The  latter  were  accordingly  written  to  and  informed  that  it  was 
intended     that     the    formation    of    the     mofassil 

fith  Mareli  IHlO. 

settlement  of  Purgauah  Syedpur  aiul  the  other 
Mehals  assigned,  the  collection  of  Revenues  and  the  performance  of  the 
executive  duties  should  rest  with  the  Mutwallees  ;  but  experience  had 
shewn  that  no  pro^Der  appropriation  of  the  funds  would  be  extracted 
under    that    system. 

The  Local  Agents  at  Jcssore  were  also  informed  that  the  Board 
had.  under  the  above  circumstances,  considered  it  expedient  to  direct 
Ukbar  Ully  Khan  to  proceed  to  the  Head  Cutcliery  of  Purgunah  Syed- 
pur for  the  purpose  of  forming  the  settlement  and  generally  to 
superintend  the  affairs  (jf  the  Estate,  and  they  were  desired  to  signify 
to  all  farmers  and  ryots  concerned  that  no  settlement  would  be  con- 
sidered valid  thai  was  not  in  some  shape  authenticated  l)y  Ukbar 
Ally,  and  that  credit  would  not  be  given  for  any  payments  of  revenue 
not    made    in    the   public    cutcliery. 

The  Collector  of  Jessore  forwarded  a  Darkhast  from  Akbar  Ally 
Khan    in    which    he  represented    that    the  estate 

3rd  April  1816.  ^ 

ought     to    be    generally    measured,     as     by     no 
other    means    would    the    true    and    actual    resources    of   it    be    ascertained. 
The   Board,    in  acknowledging    the    above   letter,    acquainted    the    Col- 
lector   that     as    the     Estate     was    considerably 

9tli  .ipril  1816.  .  ....  .  .  . 

m  arrear,  difficulties  might  arise  in  carrying 
into  effect  the  managements  ordered  in  their  letter  of  5th  March 
in  the  more  detailed,  therein  they  considered  it  expedient  that  the 
Estate  should  be  placed  under  sequestration,  and  they  accordingly 
directed  that  he  would  depute  persons  to  take  charge  of  it  and  adopt 
the    necessary    measures   for   realizing  the    arrears  due. 

The    Collector    submitted    list    of   the    amlahs 

employed     in     the    Estate     to    superintend     and 


lltli  May  1816. 

make    the    collections. 


UtIi.May  1816. 


Tlie  Board  saw  no  objection  to  the  establishment,  but  they  con- 
sidered it  indispensable  that  such  of  the 
native  (officers  as  were  employed  in  the  time 
of  the  late  Hajee  Mohamed,  should  be  continued,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  superior  knowledge  they  possessed  of  the  resources  of  the  Estate, 
but  on  tlie  ground  of  economy,  as  otherwise  a  double  expense  would  be 
incurred. 

The    Collector    in     reply    oijserved    that  the    selection    of  native  officers 
27thMay        ^  sluuld,    of    course  Still    desired,     be    made    from 

those  who  were  employed  during  the  life  of 
the  late  Hajee,  though  he  thought  the  Board  would  have  concurred  in 
opinion  with  him  that  the  old  employees  had  by  their  faithless  and 
improper  conduct  forfeited  all  right  to  a  continuance  in  their  offices,  and 
that,   to   secure    the    full  realization    of    the    resources    of  the    Estate,    it 
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wculd,  for  tlu'  fiitiire.  be  expedient  to  nominate  persons  wlioUy 
independent  and  unconnected  with  it.  ]>y  discharging  those  officers 
who  had  so  improperly  behaved  themselves  and  nominating  others  pre- 
viously unconnected  with  it,  the  Estate  would  not  be  subjected  to  any 
additional  exj^ense,  as  the  former,  not  being  Moshiiaredars,  and  when 
not  employed  as  officers  on  the  duties  of  collection,  could  prefer  no 
just  claim  to  any  further  remuneration,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  them 
who  had  not  been  considered  so  culpable  could  be  retained  to  afford 
all  the  assistance  requisite  for  ascertaining  the  accui-ate  resources  of 
the  Estate.  Indeed,  in  the  Collector's  opinion,  without  an  adherence 
to  this  plan,  he  would  be  unable  to  make  the  mofassil  settlement  for 
the    fear    in    any    way    satisfactory   to   the    Boai'd. 

The  Board  replied  that  the  object  of  interference  on  their  part 
in     the     administration     of    the    affairs    of     the 

14th  June  1816.  ... 

Estate  was  to  ensure  the  appropriation  of  the 
profits  to  the  proper  purposes,  and  that,  if  that  object  would  be 
obtained  through  the  medium  of  the  Mutwallis.  the  Board  would  have 
no  objection  to  surrendering  the  Estate  again  to  them  provided  they 
would    agree    to   the    following   stipulations  : — 

1^1)  To   liquidate    the    balance    of   the    previous    year    with    interest. 

(2)  To     commit      the     Ti-easury    to     a     person     appointed     by     the 

Collf^otoi-, 

(3)  To     submit     to    the     Collector    a     statement     of    the      mofassil 

settlement. 

(4)  To   entertain   only    such     establishment,    for     the     collection     of 

the     revenue     and     the     management     of    the    aftaii-s    of   the 
Estate    as    should    be    approved    by   the    Collector. 

If  the  Mutwallees  agreed  to  the  foregoing  stipulations,  the  Collector 
was  authorized  to  surrender  the  Estate  to  them — but  if  they  declined, 
he  was  directed  to  retain  charge  and  proceed  to  form  the  mufassil 
settlement,  entertaining  and  employing  for  the  general  conduct  of 
the    business   of   the    Estate,    such    persons    as    he    might    think  proper. 

In  obedience  to  the  above  directions  the  Collector  reported  that  he 
had    surrendered    the    Estate    to   the    Mutwallis. 

9tli  .July  1816.  111  1  1  •       1      ■ 

who  had  agreed  to  the  stipulations  proposed 
by  the  Board.  The  Mutwallees  having  declared  their  entire  inability  to 
discharge,  by  an  immediate  pajinent.  the  arrear  due  to  Government,  the 
Collector  received  from  them  an  engagement  to  pay  the  amount  with 
interest  in  six  months. 

The    Collector's   proceedings    were    approved    by   the     Board.      blatters 

proceeded     quietlv      till     7th      September      1816 

12tVi  .July  1816.  ^  ^  ,  ,.    ,1   '  1        T 

when  the  Collector  reported  that  a  man  by 
name  j\Iohammad  Ashin  had  clandestinely  gained  admission  into  the 
cutchery  of  the  ^Mntwalees.  This  man  was  said  to  be  of  notoriously 
bad  character  and.  by  advancing  money  to  Bakir  Ally  (one  of  the 
IMutwallees).  he  appeared  to  have  gained  so  much  ascendency  over 
him,  that  he  had  the  entire  conduct  of  the  Estate  to  the  very  great 
detriment     of   it      The    Collector   experienced   great    difficulty   in   procuring 
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any   documents  from  tho  cutchory   of  the    Mutwalloos,   and    he    had    reason 
to   believe    that    his  amlahs    threw   every    impediment    in    his    way. 

The    Board    intimated    in    reply    that     Mohamed     Ahsin     not     being    a 

17th  Septeu.lH.r  1816.  ^Jovemuient     officer,     no     course     of     procedure 

would   be  adopted  towards    him  ;    but    if   any    of 

his — the    Collector's — amlah     was     guilty   of   con-upt   acts,    the    Regulation 

would    point    out    the    manner   in    which    he    should    proceed. 

The     Collector   subsequently    reported    that    the     Mutwallees   had    been 
^,  .  „    .    ,     ,„,.  contumacious    in    the  extreme  towards  him    and 

24tii  Septeinlier  181b.  .  " 

had  treated  his  authority  with  contempt  re- 
fusing to  send  him.  when  he  called  for  them,  the  J.  W.  B.  Accounts. 
He  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  incumbents  were  totally  unfit  to  be 
entrusted  with  the  management  of  the  Estate,  as  Rajub  Ali's 
extreme  age  totally  incapacitated  him  from  taking  any  part  in  the 
management  and    as  Bakir    Ally  was  young   man    of    most  debauched  habits. 

The    Collector    communicated    that    Rajub    Ally    Khan     had     died     and 
,.  .   .,        ,      ....  that     Bakir     Ally     had     informed     him     in      an 

Ibtii  jsoveiiil)er  lolb. 

arzee  that  the  deceased  previous  to  his  death 
had    appointed    his    son    Wasiq  Ally    Khan    as    his    successor. 

The    Estate    continued    to     fall     into     arrears,    and    many     complaints 
,.,-.        ,     ,„,..  were     made     against     the     Mutwalees      by     the 

loth  November  lolb.  r^    ^^  e         •  ■  j        "    ^ 

Collector    for  inattention  to   his   requisitions,  and 

the     Board,     considering   it     necessary     to   adopt    some     measures     without 

delay    to    secure    the    dues    of    Government    as     well    as    to   prevent     the 

_  ,  ^,        ,      ,^,.  further   abuses    of   the    Mutwallis    in    the  execu- 

25tli  November  lolb.  •  c        i     • 

tion     of    their    trust,    directed    the    Collector   to 

put    the    Estate    under   immediate    attachment,    and    to    invest    Akbar   Ally 

Khan    (the    former    Ameen)    with    the     charge     of    the    entire    collections 

as    Seazual   till  their  further    orders.       The    Collector     compiled     with     the 

ocu  V        1      lairt  Board's     orders     and     sent    in    a     copy    of     his 

29th  November  lolb.  i  •    i 

proceedings    which    were    approved    of. 
Collector    forwarded    an    urzee    from    Akbur    Ally    Khan    in     which     he 
notices   some    acts    of   collusion   and    inismanage- 

19th  December  181b.  o 

ment  on  the  part  of  the  Mootwallis  and 
recommends  that  as  Rajub  Ally  was  dead  and  Bakir  Ally  had  not  been 
confirmed,  the  ^ths  share  of  the  property  appropriated  to  the  Mutwalhs 
should  be  attached  until  cei'tain  misappro|)riations  to  which  he  refers 
had    been    enquired    into. 

Before    giving     their   .  sanction     to     the     measure     proposed     by      the 
„_„  ^       ,      ,^,.  Sezwal,     the     Board     expressed     themselves    de- 

27th  Deceralwr  181b.  .  p       i        •     • 

sirous  of  ol)taining  from  Collector  through  Akbar 
Ally  Khan  information  of  the  computed  amount  of  the  supposed 
embezzlements  of  the  remaining  jiortion  devised  by  the  Towleutnamah 
for  the  Emambai-ah  and  for  the  support  of  servants,  pensioners,  etc. 
and  the  nature  of  the  proof  that  it  might  be  requisite  to  exhibit  to 
the  courts  in  the  event  of  an  action  being  brought  against  the 
Mutwallis    for   the    recovery    of   the    same. 

The    Board    were    inclined    to   think    the    case    perfectly     actionable    in 
Law.    and    they    preferred    the    adoption    of   that     mode     leaving     it    to   the 
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Court  either  to  take  sufficient  security  or  to  direct  the  attachment  of 
the  shares  of  the  Mutwa'ili  in  lieu  thereof  to  proceeding;  to  that 
extremitj    in    the    first    instance  without  a  suit. 

The     Collector     furnished     the      information     required     by     the    Board, 
reporting    at     length     on    the  several    points    on 

28th  March   1817.  ,  •    ,       /T         i)  111        V        *    J      U"  4.         ■      *■• 

which  the  i>oard  had  directed  him  to  insti- 
tute enquiries  and  submitting  statements  prepared  l)y  Allee  Akljar 
Khan  and  Lai  la  Kishen  Dyal  illustrative  of  the  alleged  malversation  of 
the  Mutwallees.  These  consisted  of  the  grant  of  farms  to  amiah  of 
the  establishment  and  of  the  Collector  and  Judge's  offices. — in  the 
misappropriation  of  funds,  in  the  grant  of  Burats  in  anticipation  of 
the  revenues  of  the  Estate,  and  in  holding  Talooks  in  the  peti- 
tioners'   names    at    inadequate  jummas. 

The   Board  passed  orders    in  detail    on    the    several  matters    embraced 

in    this    report    and    directed    the  institution    of    suits    against  the  Mutwal- 

lees  in  the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  for  the  recovery  of  funds 
misappropriated. 

They     requested     the     Collector    to    prepare    and    transmit    to   them   a 

form    of   the    bill    of   plaint     in     each     case     and 
8th  April  1817.  ^  ■,.,-,,., 

a    separate    alistract    in    hnghsh    oi    the   grounds 

of     action     and      method     of   proof    after    having    obbained    full    information 

on    the    several    points    from    Akbar    Ally    Khan. 

On    this    date    Collector    reported     that     circamstances     had     come    to 

light      which      compelled      him     to     solicit     the 

13th  Uecember  1817.  . 

Board  to  sanction  a  thorough  measurement  of 
the  whole  Estate  as  the  only  means  left  to  ascertain  its  actual 
resources    and    to   detect    the    numerous    and    large    alienations    which    had 

been    made    of   them.       The     Board     authorized 

19th  December  1817. 

the    measurement. 

Collector  reported  on  the  expense  of  the  proposed  measurement 
urging  its  necessity  in  consequence  of  the  mismanagement  of  the 
Estate    under    the    Mutwallis. 

Previously    to    passing    the     Ameen's    accounts     the     Board     sent     the 
, ,  ,  ^  ,         ,  Local     Agents     a     statement     purporting    to     be 

14th  February.1818.  ^  . 

cojiy  of  a  sooruthanl  with  a  request  that 
the  Local  Agents  would  report  their  opinion  as  to  the  credibility  of  it 
and  of  the  persons  attesting  the  original,  and  generally  whether  they 
had  reason  to  suppose  that  any  grievances  or  malpractices  existed  in 
the   administration    of    the    endowment    by    the    Ameen. 

Local    Agents     submitted    that    it     would     be    necessary    for    them    to 
^,.  ,  ,,     ,  ,„  „  examine    the    original    papers    before    they    could 

2bth  March  1818.  . 

come  to  any  decided  opinion  about  the 
credibility  of  the  soorathaul,  but  adverting  to  the  unblemished  character 
and  reputation  of  the  Ameen,  Akbar  Ally  Khan,  they  were  inclined 
to  suspect  the  truth  of  the  allegations  it  contained  ;  wich  regard  to 
grievances  and  malpractices  the  Local  Agents  remarked  that  those  that 
did  exist  had  been  remedied  by  the  appointment  of  the  Ameen.  They 
further    suggested     that     as    the    Ameen     was     on  leave    of   absence,    any 
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enquiry    into   the    aft'air    sliuuld    be     deferred     until     that     person     resumed 

his      functions.  Tlie      lioard      approved      the 

31st  Maali  1«1H.  .  *^* 

suggestion. 
The    Collector    having    reported    the    comphition     of     the     measurement 
and      solicited     tlie     aid     of      an      assistant      to 

Uth  .hily  IHIH. 

enai)h'  him  to  make  the  assessment,  the 
Board  informed  Government  of  what  liad  been  done,  stating  that 
the  great  frauds  which,  there  was  reason  to  bcdieve,  the  late 
Mutwallees  had  committed  in  regard  to  tlie  P^state,  had  induced  them 
to   sanction    a    measurement    of    the    lands. 

In    answer   to   this    report    Government    intimated    that     they    did    not 
wish     that     the     Estate     should     remain     under 

7tli  August  1818. 

charge  of  the  Collector ;  and  they  suggested 
that  as  the  Endowment  appeared  to  be  without  a  Mutwallee,  Ally 
Akbar  Khan  should  be  appointed,  to  w^hom  the  management  of  the 
property    should    immediately    be    made    over. 

The     Board     on     occasion     of     issuing     certain     instructions     to     the 
Collector     of     Jessore     relative     to    the     Estate 

8th  Septeiiil>er  1818.  .       .  ,         ,      .         .  .  „  .       . 

intimated  their  intention  of  appointing  Ally 
Akbar  Khan  Mutwalli,  and  mentioned  that  a  sunud  would  be  prepared 
and    furnished    to    him. 

A     few     days     later     they    intimated    to   the    Local    Agents    that    Ally 

Akbar    Khan    had    received    a    sunud  of   appoint- 

18tli  September  1818.  p  ,         t  i 

ment    from    the    Board. 

Government     having     on     the     11th     December     1818      called     for     a 
nth  December  1818.  report     on     the    petition    of    Wasiq    Ally     Khan, 

I6ti.  July  1819.  j.|^g     Board     furnished     an    abstract     account     of 

their  proceedings  and  stated  that  the  former  Mutwallis  in  consequence 
of  their  misconduct  had  been  divested  of  all  official  charge  and  an  allow- 
ance assigned  them  of  100  Rs.  per  mensem  each,  and  that  Ally  Akbar 
Khan  had  been  appointed  Mutwallee  in  accordance  with  Government  order 
of  the  7th  August  1818.  The  Board  remarked  that  they  had  been 
deterred  from  instituting  suits  against  the  Mutwallees  only  by  the 
probable  expense  of  the  process  and  the  little  likelihood  of  obtaining 
restitution    of   any    considerable    portion    of   the    embezzlement. 

The      Government      considered       the      explanation      satisfactory      and 
authorized      the      continuance     of     Akbar     Allv 

13th  August  1819.  ,       ,r  ,,■ 

Khan    as    sole    Mutwalli. 


Abstract  correspondence  in  the  j^ears  1832-3.3  relative  to  the  defence 
of  the  suit  instituted  by  Wasik  All\'  Khan  and  appealed  to  the 
Sudder    Dewanny    Adawlut. 

The    Commissioner    of    Burdwan    reported    that    the     Sudder    Dewanny 
Adawlut    had    admitted    a    special    appeal  on  the 

lath  November  1832.  i        i  p  •      • 

ground  that  the  deed  of  appropriation  exe- 
cuted by  Mohamed  Mohsin  was  according  to  the  opinion  of^  the 
Mahomedan  Law  Officers  a  Towleutmeiul  Wasihut,  and  not  a  simple 
Towleutnamah.       Commissioner    submitted    a    draft    of   the    answers    which 
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8 

die  Local  Agents  proposed  to  file,  and  at  the  same  time  expressed  his 
regret  that  the  case  had  not  undergone  a  judicial  investigation  pre- 
vious   to   the    dismissal    of   tlie    Mootwallee. 

Commissioner    reported    that    the    case    was    to    be    taken     up     without 
referenct'    to    numerical    order    and    pressed    for 

Hth  Deceiiilier  1832.  .  .  .         ' 

an    early    instruction    to    his    previous    reference* 
The    case     was    submitted    for    the    orders     of   Government    in    conse- 
quence   of   a    difference    of   opinion    between    the 

12tli  Fi-bniaiv  1833.  ^  ' 

Members. 
The    Senior   Member    (Mr.    Pattle)     despaired     of    a     successful     issue 
Mi.NUTEs  •  ^^  *^^^    defence,    on    the    ground    of   the    nature 

~  of  the  appropriation,  which  he  considered    to    be 

21st  December  1832.  i  i       k  ^ 

23ril  January  1833.  of  a  testamentary  character,  and  therefore  under 

5th  February  1833.  Regulation     V     of     1799,     liable      to     be     dealt 

with    only     by     a    judicial     tribunal,  and    he     recommended    a     compromise 

with  the  appellant  on  the  basis  of  his  reappointment  as  joint  ^lootwallee. 

The    Junior   Member  (Mr.  W.  \V.    Bird)  on  the  other  hand  considered 

Minutes  :  the  decisions  of    the   lower     courts    to    be    per- 

2i8t,  25th    jZ^,ary    and    8th     ^^^^^^^     correct.     He     was     of     opinion    that    all 

February  1833.  endowments,  whether  testamentary  or  otherwise, 

Avere   liable    to   the     provisions    of    Regulation    XIX,    1810,     and    therefore 

recommended    that    the    defence    should    be    maintained. 

Governor-General     in     Council    resolved     that    the    appeal     should    be 

i5th  March  1833  defended,    the    line     of   defence   being    the    right 

of   Government    without  reference  to    the    courts 

to   remove   the   Mutwallo   for   breach   of   trust   proved   to   its     satisfaction. 
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No.  652. 

To 

Secretary   to   Government, 

Revenue    Department,    Bengal. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to  acknow- 
ledge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  transmitting  for  report 
an  original  petition  presented  to  His  Honour  the  Deputy  Governor  by 
Shaikh  Sukhawaut  Allee  and  others  relative  to  the  alleged  misconduct 
of   Mir    Kerumut    Allee.    Miitwallee    of   the    Imambara    at    Hooghly. 

2nd.  The  petitioners  complain  that  the  Commissioner  and  the  Local 
Agents  have  neglected  to  enquire  into  the  charges  brought  by  them 
against  the  Mootwallee,  although  their  petition  was  sent  for  that  purpose 
to  the  Local  Authorities  by  the  Sudder  Board.  They  inform  His  Honour 
of  the  misconduct  and  oppression  practised  by  the  Mutwallee.  and 
state  that  the  Sheristadar  of  the  Imarabarah  has,  in  consequence,  been 
compelled  to    resign  his  situation. 

3rd.  His  Honour  has  been  already  informed  by  my  letter  of  the 
30th  October  last,  No.  527,  that  a  petition  of  complaint  against  the 
Mootwallee  had  been  some  time  previously  sent  to  the  Local  Agents 
with  insti-uctions  that  they  were  to  make  such  enquiries  and  pass  such 
orders  as  they  might  think  proper.  That  petition  was  presented  to  the 
Board  l)y  Raza  Allee,  one  of  the  subscribers  to  the  petition  now  under 
report    and    agreed    to   testify    on    oath    to    its    veracity, 

4th.  At  the  same  time  that  Board  addressed  Government  to  the 
purport  above  stated,  they  wrote  also  to  the  Commissioner,  enquiring 
what  orders  had  been  passed  in  Raza  Allee's  petition.  The  Com- 
missioner's reply,  under  date  the  11th  November,  No.  357,  and  a 
subsequent  letter  from  that  officer,  dated  the  5th  instant.  No.  392. 
are  submitted  for  His  Honour's  perusal.  The  above  communications 
without  assigning  sufficient  reason  for  such  a  determination,  are  so 
opposed  to  any  enquiry  taken  in  connection  witli  the  further  petitions 
recently    presented    to   the    Board    by    the    said    Raza    Allee    and    the  other 

subscribers    to   the     petition    presented    to    Hia 
Petition  of  Raza  Aii,  Xo  736.     Honour,    and   with   the   spirit    of   the    orders  and 

aud  of  bakliawat    All    and    otliers,  •     •  p        i  ^'^'^^    aim 

No.  735,  with  annexed  documents.        OpmiOnS       of      the       Local       AgOUtS     exhibited         ill 

Petition  of  sikhawat    Aii  and     **'^   documents   annexed   to   those   petitions,  the 
otherH,  No.  764.  Board    even    before    the    receipt     of   your    letter 

under  acknowledgment,  had  resolved  to  address 
the  Government,  recommending  that  the  serious  charges  brought  against 
the  Mootwallee  supported,  as  they  are,  by  an  apparently  respectable 
body  of  the  Mahomedan  Community,  should  be  fully  investigated, 
and  leaving  it  for  His  Honour  to  determine  whether  with  reference 
to   the   strong   bias     against   any     enquiry    by     which    the    Local     Agents 
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and  the  Comiuissioner  are  apparently  influenced,  it  might  not  be 
advisable  to  assign  to  an  officer  altogether  unconnected  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  institution,  the  duty  of  making  a  thorough  scrutiny  into 
the    JMutwallee's    alleged    misconduct. 

5tli.  The  petition  received  with  your  letter  confirms  the  Board  in 
their  opinion,  and  they  beg  to  recommend  the  course  above  suggested 
to    His    Honour's    favourable    consideration. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Sd.)    E.    CUKRIE,  . 

Secretary. 
The  24th  December  1839. 
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No.  108. 

To  E.  CuRRiE,  Esq., 

Secretai-y    to    the    Sadder    Board    of    Revenue. 

Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  letter  No.  652  of  the  24th  ultimo,  I  am  directed 
by  the  Hon'ble  the  Deputy  Governor  of  Bengal  to  state  that  previoim 
to  the  issue  of  orders  on  the  subject,  it  is  desirable  that  the  Board 
should  state  clearly  the  exact  charges  against  the  ^lutwallee  which  they 
deem  it  important  to  enquire  into,  and  for  the  investigation  of  wliich 
they    consider    the    Commissioner    and  the    two    Local    Agents    unfit. 

The    enclosures    of   your    letter  No.    652    of  the  24th     ultimo  are  here- 
with   returned. 

I    have    the    honour  to    be, 

SlE, 

Your    most    obedient    servant. 

(Sd).    F.   I.    HALLIDAY, 
Secretary    to   the    Government    of    l>engal. 

Fort   William, 
The    IHth    January    1840. 
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No.    88. 

ISudder    Jjoard    of    Revenue, 
18th    February    1840. 

Secretary.    Government    of    Bengal,    Revenue    Department. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  No.  108,  of  the  16th  ultimo,  relative  to  the 
alleged  misconduct  of  Syed  Keramut  Ullee,  Mutwallee  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambarah. 

2.  The  charges  brought  against  the  Mutwallee  in  the  petitions,  which 
have  been  presented  to  the  Board  and  which  the  Board  consider  it 
important  to  enquire  into,  allege  the  habits  and  character  of  the  Mutwallee 
to  be  such  as  would  render  him  entirely  unfit  for  the  charge  of  such 
an  institution.  They  declare  that  in  indulgence,  in  drunkenness  and 
intemperence  and  that  in  his  intoxication  he  is  so  abusive  and  outra- 
geously violent  that  several  of  the  old  servants  of  the  Imambarah  have 
been  forced  to  resign  their  situations.  They  allege  also  cer.ain  acts  of 
malversation  in  regard  to  the  funds  of  the  Institution,  but  these  are 
not  perhaps  in  themselves  of  sufficient  importance  to  call  for  a  formal 
enquiry. 

3.  The  Board,  however,  consider  it  necessary  for  the  credit  of  the 
institution  which  they  are  bound  to  maintain,  that  the  charges  of  open 
and  habitual  drunkenness  and  violence  of  conduct,  should  at  any  rate  be 
investigated.  In  their  former  address  of  the  21th  December  last,  No.  652, 
they  stated  the  grounds  upon  which  they  considered  ilie  Local  authorities 
to  have  unfitted  themselves  for  the  enquiry ;  and  they  now  beg  to 
suggest  that  the  investigation  be  committed  to  the  present  Commissioner, 
Mr.    DaAndson. 

(vSd).  (Illegible.) 


312 


No.  2U6. 

fSudder  Board  of  Revenue. 
Secretary  to  (Tovi'rnmont,   Revenue  Department. 

Su!. 

r  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  I5oard  ol  Revenue  to  submit 
for  the  consideration  and  orders  of  the  Right  Hon'ble  the  Governor  of 
Bengal  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Jessore,  No.  102,  of  13th  instant,  and  of  its  enclosure,  from  the  Local 
Agents  of  Hooghly  respecting  an  order  of  the  Civil  Court  requiring 
payment  of  the  sum  of  Rs.  7,496-9-7,  being  the  interest  due  on  accouut 
of  a  decree  obtained  by  Wasiq  Qli  Ivhan  against  the  estate  of  the 
late    iMohamed    Mohsin. 

2.  Some  years  after  the  demise  of  the  late  Mohamad  Mohsin 
(the  founder  of  the  Hooghly  Imaml)arah.  etc.),  a  suit  was  instituted  in 
the  Civil  Court  by  Wasiq  Uli  Khan  (the  discharged  Mutwallee)  for  the 
recovery  of  the  principal  and  interest  alleged  to  be  due  upon  a  bond 
purporting  to  have  been  executed  by  the  deceased.  The  demand  was 
registered  upon  the  ground  that  there  was  the  strongest  reason  to 
suspect  that  the  bond  was  either  a  forgery  or  had  been  fraudu- 
lently obtained  from  the  deceased  as  with  reference  to  the  relative 
position  of  the  parties  at  the  time  the  bond  is  dated  as  well  as  to 
other  circumstances,  it  appeared  to  the  last  degree  improbable  that 
Mohamed  Mohsin  would  have  contracted  such  a  debt  to  Wasik 
Allee  Khan.  The  defence,  however,  did  not  succeed,  and  the 
plaintilf  obtained  a  final  decree  in  his  favour  which  he  made  over 
to  one  Kalla  Chand  Bose,  who  held  a  juilgment  of  the  Supreme 
Court  against  him,  and  by  whom  the?  decree  was  again  assigned  to 
Messrs.  Carr,  Tagore  ct  Co.  In  execution  of  this  decree  certain 
landed  property  of  the  deceased,  which  although  not  included  in  the 
Towleutnamah,  a|)pears  to  have  been  always  under  the  charge  of  the 
Mutwallee  and  the  Local  Agents,  was  advertized  for  sale  Ijy  order 
of  the  Civil  Court.  At  this  time  it  was  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Board  that  the  Local  Agents  had  a  counter-claim  against  Wasiq 
Allee  Khan  on  account  of  the  Wasilur  of  a  shan;  of  Turuft"  Bas- 
sundea,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  Waqf  estate  from  which  it  had  been 
fraudulently  alienated  and  held  in  possession  Tor  several  years  by 
that  individual  in  tire  name  of  his  Avife,  and  as  it  was  represented 
that  if  Wasiq  Uli  Khan  or  his  assignee  succeeded  in  realizing  and 
appropriating  the  amount  decreed  on  account  of  the  bond,  there 
would  be  no  means  of  obtaining  the  sum  which  might  suljsequently 
be  adjudged  to  be  recoverable  from  him.  The  Board  dii-ected  that  an 
application  should  be  made  to  the  Civil  Court  to  stay  execution  of 
the  decree  until  the  result  of  the  suit  about  to  be  instituted  against 
Wasik    Allee     Khan     should     l)e     known.       This    application    was    granted 
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by  the  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut  upon  condition  that  the  Local 
Agents  should  commence  their  suit  forthwith,  and  should  deposit  in 
Court,  to  abide  the  event  of  the  suit  the  full  amount,  principal  and 
interest  (about  Rs.  19,000)  due  upon  the  bond.  This  sum  was 
accordingly  deposited,  the  assets  of  the  lapsed  Jitli  share  of  the 
Towleut  having  been  ai^jiropviated  for  that  purpose.  In  May  last 
the  suit  instituted  against  Wasik  Allee  Khan  was  heard  by  the 
Judge  of  Hooglily  and  dismissed.  The  decision  proceeded  merely 
upon  a  legal  objection  to  the  jurisdiction  and  did  not  bar  the  insti- 
tution of  a  fresh  suit,  but  as  a  careful  review  of  the  whole  case 
and  of  the  evidence  which  could  be  produced  after  the  lapse  of  so 
many  j'ears  (the  claim  of  the  Local  Agents  extending  back  to  1816) 
has  satisfied  the  Board  that  further  legal  proceedings  would  be 
productive  of  no  advantage  and  only  entail  additional  expense  upon 
the  trust  estate  ;  they  issued  instructions  directing  that  the  matter 
should  be  allowed  to  drop.  The  holders  of  the  decree  obtained  by 
Wasik  Allee  Khan  had,  in  the  meantime,  applied  to  the  Civil  Court 
for  payment  of  the  amount  deposited  by  the  Local  Agents  to  abide 
the  event  of  the  suit  which  had  just  been  dismissed,  and  upon  the 
Board  determining  to  proceed  no  further  in  the  case,  thej'  instructed 
the  Government  pleader  to  inform  the  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut 
that  they  had  no  objection  to  the  fund  in  Court  being  paid  over 
to  the  holders  of  the  decree.  This  payment  was  made  in  due  course, 
but  the  holders  of  the  decree  have  preferred  a  claim  for  interest 
at  12  per  cent,  upon  the  amount  deposited  by  the  Local  Agents 
from  the  date  of  deposit  up  to  the  present  time,  which  claim  has 
been  allowed  by  the  Court  and  the  interest  amounting  to  Rs.  7,496-9-7 
has  been  ordered  to  be  paid.  This  order  is  clearly  just  and 
equitable,  but  the  Local  authorities  represent  that  they  have  no 
means  of  meeting  promptly  so  heavy  a  disbursement  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  trust  estates  ;  they  state  that  there  is  no  surplus 
in  the  |ths  and  that  the  ilh  kept  in  abeyance  has  been  wholly 
exhausted.  The  surplus  of  the  j,th  has,  the  Board  believe,  been 
made  over  to  the  Committee  of  Public  Instruction.  Under  these 
circumstances  they  would  respectfully  solicit  a  compliance  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Commissioner  to  the  effect  that  the  Collector 
of  Hooghly  may  be  authorized  to  advance  the  requisite  sum  from 
the  Government  Treasury  to  be  repaid  with  such  interest  as  Govern- 
ment may  think  proper  to  direct,  from  the  collections  of  the  trust 
estate  or  from  any  other  source  which,  upon  further  enquiry,  may 
appear  available  for  this  purpose.  The  Board  would  have  postponed 
the  present  reference  in  order  to  ascertain  more  exactly  the  precise 
state  of  the  funds  of  the  trust  estate,  were  it  not  that  each  day's 
delay    increases    the    amount    of   interest    to    be    eventually    paid. 

I    have,    etc., 
(Sd.)  Illegible. 


29th    April    1840. 


314 


No.  102. 


To 


The  Siidder  Fidard  of  Revenue, 


•  No.  12,  dated  the  6th  April  1840. 


Fort  William. 

Gentlemen,  ^^ 

With  reference  to  your  orders,  dated  the  6th  December 
1839,  on  the  subject  of  the  interest  due  to  the  holder  of  the  decree 
obtained  by  Wasiq  Ullee  Khan  against  the  P]state  of  the  late  Moham- 
mad Mohsin,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  a 
letter*  to  my  address,  from  the  Local  Agents, 
and  the  copy  of  a  Roobukaree  from  the  Judge  of  Hooghly,  the  latter 
directing   the    agents    to   remit    to    his    court    Rs.    7,496-9-7. 

2nd.  Your  Board  will  observe  that  the  Local  Agents  express  their 
inability  to  comply  promptly  with  the  order  of  the  Civil  Court,  and 
they  suggest  that  the  Collector  of  the  District  be  directed  to  advance 
the    requisite    sum   from    the    Government    Treasury. 

3rd.  As  the  Court  will  of  course  direct  interest  to  be  paid  on 
the  sum  called  for  until  it  is  made  good,  I  hope  that  there  exists 
no  objection  to  the  loan  solicited,  and,  if  there  does  not,  I  request 
your    Board's    early   instructions. 

I    have    the    honour   to    be. 

Gentlemen, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)    T.    R.    Davidson, 

Commissioner. 

Jessore  Commissioner's  Office, 

18th  Division  at  Alipore, 

The    13th   April    1840. 


No.    12. 
To   T.   R.    Davidson,    Esq., 

Commissioner    of    Revenue,    18th    Division,    Alipore. 


Sir, 

We  beg  leave  to  submit  for  your  consideration  and  orders 
a  copy  of  Rubukaree  from  the  Judge  of  the  District  calling  upon  us  to 
remit  to  his  Court  S.  Rs.  7,496-9-7  as  interest  on  account  of  the 
matter  alluded  to  in  your  predecessor's  letter  to  our  address,  dated 
30th    January    1840,    No.    4. 
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L'ml.  We  do  not  see  how  so  heavy  a  tlisljursement  is  to  be  met 
promptly,  unless  the  Collector  of  the  district  he  directed  to  advance 
it  as  a  loan  from  the  Government  Treasury.  There  is  no  surplus 
in  the  Y,ths,  and  the  '.tli  kept  in  abeyance  has  l^een  wholly 
exhausted,  as  explained  in  our  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo.  We  solicit, 
therefore,   your   instructions    what    we   are    to   do. 

We  have,  etc., 

(Sd.)   W.    H.   Selli, 
(Sd.)   G.  P.   Leyc?:ster. 

Local   Agents 

Local    Agents'    Office,    Hooghly, 
The   6th   April  1840. 
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No.    714. 

To 

E.    CuRRiE,    Esq., 

Secretary   to   the    Sudder   Board    of     Revenue. 

SlK, 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  206,  dated  the  29th  ultimo,  and  to  request  that  you  will  inform 
the  Board  in  reply  that  under  the  circumstances  stated  and  at  their 
recommendation  the  Right  Hon'l)le  the  Governor  of  Bengal  has  been 
pleased  to  authorize  the  Collector  of  Hooghly  to  advance  the  sum  of 
Rs.  7,496-9-7  on  account  of  interest  due  to  the  holder  of  the  decree 
obtained  by  Wasiq  AUee  Klian  axainst  the  Estate  of  the  late  Mohamed 
M  oh  sin. 

2.  This  sum  will  be  repaid  hereafter  in  the  manner  indicated  in 
the  concluding   iiart    oE   your    letter    under    acknowledgment. 

3.  The  explanation  of  the  cause  of  delay  of  payment  which  the 
Board  have  furnished  is  in  His  Lordship's  opinion  insufficient.  It  is 
not  stated  what  grounds  the  Board  had  for  applj^ing  to  the  Civil 
Court  to  stay  execution  of  the  decree,  nor  what  has  led  to  the  present 
opinion  that  "farther  legal  proceedings  would  be  productive  of  no 
advantage,"  and  it  is  not  explained  by  whom  or  on  what  grounds  it 
was  "  represented "  that  if  the  money  were  paid  in  the  first  instance, 
there  would  be  difi&culty  in  recovering  the  demand  of  Wasilut  that  might 
be   adjudged   against    Wasiq   AUee    Khan. 

4.  A  further  explanation  would  seem,  therefore,  to  be  required,  but 
in    the    meantime    the    payment    should    not    be    any    longer    delayed. 

J    have    the    honour    to    be, 
Sir. 
Your   most  obedient  servant, 

(Sd.)    Illegible, 
Deputy    8ecretai'y   to   the  CTOvernment  of    Bengal. 

Fort   William, 
The    12th    May    1840. 
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No.    127. 

Siidder  Board  of  Revenue, 
Dated  27th  May   1840. 

Commissioner,    Jessore. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo,  No.  102,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to  inform  you  that  the 
Right  Hon'ble  the  Governor  has  been  pleased  to  authorize  the  Collector 
of  Hooghly  10  advance  the  sum  of  Rs.  7,496-9-7  from  the  Government 
Treasury  in  payment  of  interest  due  to  the  holders  of  a  decree  of  the 
Estate  of  Mohamed  Mohsin.  The  amount  to  be  repaid  from  the  collec- 
tions of  the  Trust  Estate  or  fi-om  any  other  source  that  may  be  made 
available  for  the  purpose.  Extract  paras.  1  and  2  of  the  orders  of 
Government,    dated    the    12th  instant.   No.    714,    is    enclosed. 

(Sd.)   Illegible. 

P.S. — The   original    enclosures  of   your   letter    are    herewith    returned. 
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No.   831. 

To 

E.   CuRRiE,    Esq., 

Secretary   to  the    Sudder   Board    of   Revenue. 

Sir, 

T  am  now  directed  by  the  Right  Hon'ble  the  Governor  of  Bengal 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  88  of  the  18th  February 
last  on  the  subject  of  certain  petitions  presented  to  the  Board  contain- 
ing charges  against  Keramat  Ally,  the  Mutwallee  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambarah. 

2.  The  Right  Hon'ble  the  Governor  of  Bengal  having  requested 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Jessore  Division  to  endeavour  to  ascertain  in 
the  first  instance  the  truth  of  the  alleged  facts  upon  which  the  accu- 
sations were  supposed  to  rest,  Mr.  Davidson  has  favoured  His  Lordsliip 
with  a  report,  copy  of  which  I  am  directed  to  forward,  and  to  inform 
you  that  His  Lordship  is  now  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  groundless  nature 
of   the   charges    in  question. 

3.  The  original  papers  received  with  your  letter  No.  652  of  the 
24th  December  last  ai'e  herewith  returned,  copies  having  been  kept  of 
such    as   were    necessary. 

I   have   the   honour   to    be, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient   servant, 

(Sd.)    Illegible, 
Deputy    Secretary  to   the  Government   of    Bengal. 

Fort  William, 
The    20th    June    1840. 
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18  C.T. 

To 

The  Sudder  lioard  of  Revenue. 

Fort  William 


Gentlemkn, 

I     have     the      honour     to     submit      in     original    the     papers 
noted    in    the    margin    for    such     orders     as     you 

Letter   from  Local  Agents  with 

enclosures  No.  35,  dated  the  7tli     may    deem   proper. 

tSl:^.'^^lt^'^         2.     It    would    appear    that     the     Government 

i6th  October  1840 ;  Local  Agents     have      directed     the     Superintending     Engineer. 

to     Couiinissioner     and     enclosure       t  n         ■ 

troni  Mutwallee,  No.  42,  dated  19th  Lower  rrovinces,  to  mspect  the  Imambarah 
November  1840.  ^^     Hooghly     with    the    view   to   the    erection    of 

an  entire  new  edifice  as  soon  as  circumstances  may  permit  and  that 
Major  Garstin  has  recommended  "  in  the  meantime "  that  certain  parts 
of    the    present    building    should    he    repaired. 

3.  The  Mutwallee  considers  the  duty  of  effecting  repairs  to  rest 
with  himself,  and  he  reports  that  he  has  available  funds  in  his  hands 
for  this  purpose  to  the  amount  of  Rs.  34,664.  I  entirely  agree  with 
the  Local  Agents  that  the  accumulation  of  so  large  a  sum,  when  the 
Mutwallee  had  full  power  over  the  expenditure  of  the  jUhs  share  is 
highly  creditable  to  him  and  that  the  fact  of  his  having  the  means 
at  command  is  the  best  assurance  of  his  honest  intentions.  I  would 
recommend,  thei'efore,  the  Mutwallee's  application  to  your  favourable 
consideration,  and,  as  suggested  by  himself,  the  Superintending  Engineer 
may   be    requested  hereafter    to   test    the    work. 

I    have    the    honour   to    be, 

Gentlemen, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  Illegible, 

Commissioner. 
Jessore  Commissioner's  office, 

18th    Division   at    Jessore, 

The    27th    November    1840. 


No.  23. 

To 

The  Local  Agents  of  Hooghly. 

Gentlemen. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  and  of  its  enclosures  of  the  7th  ultimo.  No.  35,  forwarding  a 
reference   from   the   ^lutwallee    respecting  the   Imambarah  at  Hooghly,  and 
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in  reply  to  observe  that  it  would  ho  unusual  to  transmit  letter  to  the 
address  of  the  Governor  General  from  the  Mutwallee.  If  that  gentle- 
man will,  however,  be  goud  enough  to  address  you  on  the  subject,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  forward  his  communication  together  with  the  expres- 
sion   of    your    own    sentiments. 

I    have,    etc. , 


Jessore  Commissioner's  office, 
18th  Division  at  Alipore, 
The  16t.h  October  1840. 


(Sd.)    T.    R.    Davidson, 

Commissioner. 


No.  35. 


To 

T.  R.  Davidson,  E^q., 

Commissioner  of    Revenue    for    the    18th    Division. 

Allipore. 

Sir, 

^Ve    have    the     honour    to    submit    for     your     information    an 

original     application     furnislied   by   the    Mutwallee    on    the    subject     of   the 
Imambarah    buildings. 

2.  He  is  anxious.  Government  should  declare  distinctly  its  inten- 
tions or  not  to  build  an  entire  new  edifice,  because,  as  he  has  now  a 
considerable  sum  accumulated  in  the  ^ths,  which  division  of  the  funds 
is  liable  for  all  charges  of  repairs,  he  has  sufficient  money  in  hand 
for  purposes  of  that  description,  and  would  commence  the  business  and 
regulate    his    proceedings    by   the    ultimate    views    of    Government. 

3.  If  the  idea  of  erecting  new  edifices  upon  a  grand  scale  be 
altogether  abandoned,  or  postponed  so  to  speak  sine  die,  the  Mutwallee  is 
prepared  to  cai-ry  on  repairs  to  the  extent  such  circumstances  would 
call  for.  This  view  of  the  case  is  further  strengthened  by  a  letter 
to  our  address  from  Major  Garstin,  Superintending  Engineer,  Lower 
Provinces,  which  came  to  hand  just  after  the  receipt  of  the  ^Mutwallee's 
application  above  alluded  to.  This  letter  and  our  reply  we  beg  to  annex, 
being   in  connection  with    the    subject   we    are  now  bringing  to  your  notice. 

We  have    the    honour  to   be. 
Sir. 
Your    most    obedient    servants, 

(Sd.)    W.  H.  Belli, 
(Sd.)  G.  P.  Leycester, 

Local  Agents. 
Local   Agents'    Office, 

HOOGHLY, 

The    7th    September    18-10. 
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No.  42. 

To 

T.  R.  D.widsOn.  Ksq.. 

('oininissioner    of    the    18th    Division. 

Alipore. 


SiK. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  23  of  the  16th  ultimo, 
I  have  now  the  honour  to  forward  copy  of  a  proceeding  addressed 
to  us  by  the  Mutwallee  of  the  Imambarah,  the  abstract  particulars  of 
which  are  that  he  considers,  the  mere  duty  of  effecting  repairs 
only  should  rest  exclusively  with  himself,  that  he  lias  funds 
enougli  in  hand  for  the  pui-pose,  viz.,  3,46,640  Rs.  and  that  he  is 
perfectly  ready  to  have  his  disbursements  and  work  tested  by  any 
officer.  Government  may  l)e  pleased  to  dei)ute  for  the  occasion.  He 
would  not  for  this  object  require  any  aid  from  the  bonus  in  deposit 
at    the    general    treasury. 

2.  If  this  meets  with  your  approval,  he  hopes  you  will  bring 
the  same  to  the  notice  of  Government  ;  as  far  as  my  own  opinion 
is  called  for,  I  beg  to  say  that  what  the  Mutwallee  has  advanced 
appears  to  me  reasonable.  It  will  relieve  Government  from  much 
vexatious  supervision,  whilst  its  interference  in  this  way  seem-i  to  give 
umbrage  without  promising  any  corresponding  benefit  ;  all  that  Govern- 
ment in  this  case  seems  concerned  to  know  is  that  the  money  expended 
be  bona  fide  accounted  for.  and  this,  their  executive  officer  could  test 
subsequently  ;  of  honest  intentions  on  the  part  vi  the  Mutwallee,  I  think 
it  no  small  guarantee,  that  he  has  allowed  that  fund  to  accumulate  so 
lai-gely,  whereas  with  tln^  great  discretion  he  possesses  over  gths  he 
might  expend  monies  ad  libitum  on  the  religious  ceremonies  and  festivals, 
yet  none  has  ever  said  that  he  has  been  sparing  in  that  way  ;  on  the 
contrary  it  has  been  frequently  affirmed  that  he  conducts  all  the  cere- 
monies with  pomp  and  show  such  as  had  not  been  witnessed  for  many 
years  past. 

T    have  the    honour    to    be, 
Sir, 
Your   most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)     W.    H.    Belli. 


Local    Agents'    Office, 

HOOGHLY. 

The    19th    November    1840. 
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p.  s. 

In  submitting  this  under  my  single  signature,  1  have  to  explain 
that  Mr.  Leycester  is  absent  in  the  interior,  and  requested  me  so  long 
as    he    continued   in    the  Mooi'assil    to    transact    the    business    alone. 

(Sd.)     W.    H.    B.. 
L.  A. 


No.  1239. 


Supei-intending   Engineer's    Office, 

Lower   Provinces,    Barrackpore. 

31st    August    1840. 

To 

The    Commissioners   of   the    Imambarah, 

Hooghly. 

Gentlemen, 

Having  been  directed  by  Lord  Auckland  to  inspect  the 
Imambarah  at  Hooghly,  I  went  there  accompanied  by  the  Executive 
Engineer  with  his  plans  of  the  building.  I  then  carefully  examined 
the    whole    of   the    buildings    and    premises. 

2.  Since    then     1     have     received     the     orders     of     Government     to 
inspect    the    building    with   yon,    but    as     this     letter     was     received     after 
I    had    made    the    inspection,   and  as    you    are  also  equally  well  acquainted 
with   the    premises,    it    may    not    be    necessary  to    visit     it     again,     unless 
you    wish    it,    in    which    case,   I    will    meet    you    any    day   you    like. 

3.  With  advertance  to  my  examination  and  the  intentions  of 
Government  to  build  an  entire  new  Edifice,  as  soon  as  circumstances 
may  permit,  I  would  recommend  that  the  repairs  now  ]-equired  should 
be  confined  to  keeping  the  habitable  parts  and  the  part  of  the  Edifice 
where  the  ceremonies  take  place  in  order,  and  that  all  the  old 
ruinous  buildings  should  be  pulled  down  in  order  to  clear  the  ground, 
for  the  collection  of  materials  for  the  new  buildings.  With  reference 
to  the  numerous  godowns  and  their  contents,  I  consider  the  number 
now  existing  as  quite  unnecessary,  and  would  recommend  the  purchase 
of  all  the  bamboos  for  flags  and  stages  for  lighting  the  buildings 
rather  than  keeping  them.  No  godowns  can  be  required  for  keeping 
anything  beyond  glass  or  pots,  oil,  carpets  etc.,  and  as  at  present 
they  hire  places  for  the  pilgrims  to  eat  and  sleep  in,  I  would  recom- 
mend   that    this    plan    should    still    be    continued     and     even     extended     to 
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gfxlowns.  if  necessary,  until  iJovernnient  are  ready  to  commence  on  the 
new  buildings  ;  indeed,  it  all  the  plans,  etc..  were  ready,  nothing 
could  be  done  until  the  old  buildings  are  removed.  An  examination 
of  the  contents  of  the  godowns  will  show  how  worthless  the  greater 
part  of  them  are,  and,  in  the  new  plan  proposed,  no  such  provision 
is  made ;  there  are  a  few,  which  might  be  i-epaired  at  a  small  cost 
so  as  to  be  serviceable  until  the  new  works  are  commenced,  l)ut  a 
very  great  number  of  the  old  buildings  might  be  removed  at  once 
with  advantage.  If  you  agree  with  me  that  this  is  the  best  mode 
of  proceeding  at  present  and  under  existing  circumstances,  I  will 
authorize  such  an  estimate  to  be  made,  and  no  time  will  be  lost  in 
getting  these  repairs  done  ;  more  than  this  I  could  not  recommend  ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  you  agree  in  opinion  with  me,  this 
much  will  be  immediately  passed  at  least  as  soon  as  the  delays  of 
office    permit. 

I    am,    etc., 

(Sd.)   E.  GARSTIN,   Major, 

Superintending   Engineer,    etc., 

L.    P. 


No   34. 

To 

Major    E.   Garstin. 

Superintending    Engineer, 

Lower    Provinces, 

Barrackpore. 

Sir, 

We  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  letter  No.  1239  of 
the  31st  ultimo,  in  due  course  and  communicated  its  pui-port  to 
the  Mutwallee.  for  he  had  previously  to  the  receipt  of  yours  under 
acknowledgment   addressed   us    on    the    subject    of    repairs. 

2.  From  his  reply,  copy  of  which  we  take  leave  to  place  before 
you,  it  appears  he  has  no  desire  to  give  you  any  trouble  in  the 
matter  of  repaiiing  only ;  he  will  undertake  that  duty  himself,  if 
Government  will  but  declare  at  what  distant  period  the  commencement 
of  new  buildings  will  l)e  sanctioned.  He  has  ample  funds  in  his  own 
hands  for  all  purposes  of  this  kind,  and  he  is  willing  that  whatever 
he  expends  on  this  score  be  tested  by  your  depai'tment  or  in  such 
other  mode  as  the  Government  may  be  pleased  to  direct,  but  he 
conceives,  he  has  complete  discretion  to  direct  or  superintend  him- 
self the  business.  With  this  end  he  has  accumulated  a  considerable 
sum  in  the  ilths  dei'ived  from  the  net  proceeds  of  the  endowed 
property  :    under    this    head    of    the    funds    all    repairs    are    chargeable. 
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o.  We  have  nothing  further  to  add,  but  heg  to  express  our 
concurrence  with  your  sentiments  throughout  the  body  of  your  letter. 
We  intend  under  this  date  forwarding  to  the  Commissioner  of  Revenue 
the    paper    <>[    the    Mutwallee    explanatory    of  the    views    above    given. 

We  have,  etc., 

(Sd.)  W.  H.  Belli, 
(Sd.)  G.  P.  Leycester, 

Local  Agents. 

Local  Agents'  Office, 

HOOGHLY, 

The  7th  September  1840. 
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No.  660. 

Sudder  Boar.l  of  Revenue, 
Dated  26th  Deupml)ei-  1840. 

SecT-etary,  Go\'evnment  of  Bengal, 

Revenue  Department. 

With    reference    to   the    correspondence    noted    in    the    margin    on    the 

subject    of    the     repairs     of     the     Imambarah    of 

bef?839! vo^n'S.'  ^^"'  ''"'"""     Mohammad    Mohsin    at    Hooghly,    T    am    directed 

Board's  order  7tli  January  "1  ]^y   the     Sudder    Board     of     Revenui'    to    report. 

No.  2.  "  . 

Government    order     1st  f'^**'*'^     for    the    information     and     orders     of     the    Right 

December  No.  1582.  J  Honourable    the    Governor,    that    the    Mutwallee 

has  represented  to  the  Local  Agents  that  he  has  in  hand  a  sum  of 
Rs.  34,664  accunmlated  from  the  proceeds  of  the  f,ths  share  which  division 
of  the  funds  with  the  terms  of  the  Towleutnamah  is  liable  for  all 
charges  of  repairs,  that  he  considers  the  duty  of  effecting  the  repairs 
to  rest  exclusively  with  himself,  and^  that  he  is  willing  that  his 
disbursements  and  work  should  be  tested  by  any  othcer  His  Lordship 
may    be   pleased    to   depute    for   the   purpose. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  l-oard  would  recommend  that  the 
Mutwallee  should  be  allowed  to  make  the  repairs  without  .any  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  Government  officers,  but  subject  eventually 
to  the  examination  of  the  Executive  Engineer.  The  Local  Agents 
report  that  wliile  the  ]\lutwallee  has,  by  good  management  and  an 
honest  discharge  of  the  duties  entrusted  to  him,  accumulated  this 
large  sum  above  mentioned,  he  has  at  the  same  time  conducted  all  the 
ceremonies  with  a  pomp  and  splendour  such  as  had  not  been  witnessed 
from  many  years  past.  The  Board,  therefore,  concur  with  the  Local 
authorities  in  considering  him  entitled  to  all  confidence,  and  they  have 
little  doubt  that  if  duly  encouraged,  he  will  provide  from  the  same 
legitimate  source  for  the  eventual  rebuilding  of  the  Imambarah  when 
such    a    measure   may    become    absolutely   necessary. 

(Sd.)    Il.LEGIIU.K. 
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No.  7;i 
To 

E.    CURRIE,    E.SQ., 

Secretary  to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  to  inform  you  in  reply  to  your  communication 
No.  660  of  the  26th  ultimo  that  the  Right  .Hon'ble  the  Governor  of 
Bengal  concurs  in  opinion  with  the  Board  that  the  execution  of 
repairs  to  the  buildings  attached  to  the  Hooghly  Imambarah  should 
be  entrusted  exclusively  to  the  Mutwallee  of  that  Endowment,  the 
more  especially  as  His  Lordship  was  gratified  on  the  ocoasion  of  his 
late  visit  to  the  institution  at  the  evident  care  manifested  by  the 
superintendent    in    keeping   the    edifice  in    order. 

2.  It  will,  of  course,  be  necessary  that  the  Executive  Engineer  of 
the  Division  should  after  a  personal  inspection  furnish  a  report  upon 
the    repairs    when    completed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Sd.)  Illegible, 
Deputy  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal. 

Fort  William, 
The  12th  Januarv  1841. 
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No.  lfi!». 
To 

The    Siidder    Hoard    oi    Kovciuu', 

Fort  William. 

Gkntlemkn, 

On  the  irth  June  1831>.  ^Ir.  Dampier  addressed  the  Local 
Agents  at  Hooghly  stating  that  when  he  was  last  there,  the  Mutwallee 
had  i-epresented  to  'him  that  the  establishment  for  the  service  of  the 
Imanibarah  paid  from  the  ;^ths  share  ■  was  not  in  many  instances 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  and  that  the  remuneration  authorized  was 
not  large  enough  to  induce  persons  of  respectability  to  undertake  the 
offices.  Mr.  Dampier  requested,  therefore,  that  they  would  place  them- 
selves in  communication  with  the  Mutwallee  and  report  what  alter- 
ations in  the  establishment  and  scale  of  j-emuneration  they  would 
propose,  as  he  wished  the  whole  to  be  put  at  once  on  a  footing 
which    should    prevent    all    future    complaints,    cavillings,  or   altercations. 

2nd.  On  the  9th  of  October  they  replied  and  submitted  certain 
statements  exhibiting  an  increase  of  Rs.  589-8-0  per  mensem  or  Rs.  7,074 
yearly.  The  expense  on  account  of  Zakerans  they  observed,  was  con- 
siderable and  much  beyond  what  had  heretofore  sufficed.  They  remarked, 
however,  that  the  ^lutwallee  considered  this  branch  of  the  establish- 
ment to  be  most  inefficiently  conducted  and  to  want  that  I'espectability 
which  the  character  and  magnitude  of  the  endowment  demanded. 
Under  this  view  of  the  case  and  with  reference  to  the  declared 
opinion  of  Government  that  they  were  not  required  in  any  way  to 
question  his  arrangements  for  religious  purposes,  they  confined  them- 
selves to  a  l)are  allusion  to  the  fact,  at  the  same  time  submitting 
that    this    expenditure    is    properly    chargeable    to   the    ilths  share. 

3rd.  On  the  2nd  of  November,  ^Ir.  Dampier  replied  that  he  was 
not  prepared  at  once  to  sanction  the  alterations  proposed  by  the 
Mutwallee.  The  expense  for  Zakerans.  he  observed,  was  certainly  large  ; 
he  doubted  whether  it  should  come  under  the  f^ths  share,  and  thought 
it  would  more  propei-ly  appertain  to  the  iiths.  Under  any  circum- 
stances in  the  then  existing  state  of  the  collections,  he  observed,  that 
it  could  not  be  allowed  from  the  ^ths  shares,  but  that  if  the 
expense  did  properly  fall  under  the  i;ths  shares,  the  Mutwallee  was 
at    liberty    to   do   as    he    liked. 

4th.  On  the  14th  of  January  1840.  Mr.  IJelli  in  sending  down 
the  quarterly  account  of  the  Imanibarah.  from  August  to  October, 
stated  that  the  ^Mutwallee  had  increased  the  estaldishment  beyond 
what  was  sanctioned  by  the  Board's  letter  of  the  7th  September  1836> 
and  at  the  same  time  submitted  a  statement  shewing  the  increase 
amounting  to  Rs.  137-0-0  monthly.  On  the  20th  idem,  Mr.  Dampier 
replied  that,  although  the  Mutwallee  had  full  power  over  the  religious 
part  of  the  Imaniljarah,  so  long  as  the  funds  were  appropriated  iiy 
him  to  their  proper  purposes,  yet  he  did  not  consider  that  he  had 
ar     all     the     same     power    with  regard    to   the    fjths    share  ;    otherwise    he 
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might  lir  able  to  interfero  with  the  establishment  at  Jessore,  the 
management  of  the  Hospital,  and  in  many  cases  put  a  stop  to  the 
intentions  and  orders  of  Government  ;  that  of  course  due  regard  would 
be  paid  to  his  wishes  for  an  increase '  of  establishment  provided, 
the  funds  would  admit  of  it,  but  that  any  new  expenses  must  first 
be  recommended  by  the  Agents  and'  sanctioned  by  him  :  he  therefore 
declined  sanctioning  the  increase  of  establishment  till  he  should  be 
satisfied  that  it  was  actually  necessary  and  that  the  funds  could  bear  it. 

r>th.  The  matter  was  not  again  agitated  till  March  last,  on  the 
25th  of  »vhich  month  the  Local  Agents  addressed  me  submitting,  for 
the  purpose  of  being  laid  before  your  Board,  an  Uzuliaut  from  the 
Mutwallee,  with  an  abstract  ti-anslation,  appealing  against  the  orders  of 
Mr.  Dampier,  of  the  20th  January  1840,  referred  to  in  the  preceding 
paragraph.  As  I  had  it  in  contemplation  to  visit  Hooghly  soon  after 
this  letter  reached  me,  and  as  it  referred  to  charges  which  had  been 
disallowed  liy  ]\Ir.  Dampier,  I  deferred  the  consideration  of  the  subject 
till  I  should  have  had  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  the  Mutwallee. 
This  did  not  happen  till  June,  and,  as  I  only  returned  to  Head- 
quarters in  the  beginning  of  July,  and  have  been  since  mucli  occupied 
with  other  matters,  it  was  not  till  to  day  that  I  was  able  to  take  the 
matter    up    for    report. 

6th.  The  ^lutwallee  had  little  to  say  to  me  beyond  expressing 
his  dissatisfaction  with  Mr.  Dampier's  order,  and  affirming  the  necessity 
of  a  permanent  increase  of  expenditure  on  account  of  Zakerans  with 
reference  to  the  character  and  respectability  of  the  Endowment.  Mr- 
Dampier  himself  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  nothing  to  say  in  objec- 
tion to  this  increase,  if  it  pertained  to  the  f^ths  shai-es.  The 
Zakirans  have  hitherto  been  i  aid  from  tlie  gths  shares,  but  from  the 
wording  of  the  deed  of  Endowment  or  Towleutnamah,  it  would 
certainly  appear  that  the  expenses  on  this  account  might,  with  pro- 
priety, be  borne  by  the  |ths  shares,  and,  as  this  change  accoi-ds  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Mutwallee  and  with  the  opinions  of  the  Local  Agents, 
I  have  only  to  recommend  it  to  your  Board's  favourable  consideration, 
remarking  further  that  the  last  annual  cash  account  closed  up  to  the 
30th  April  1841  shews  a  balance,  in  the  Treasury  on  account  of  the 
iths   shares,   of  Rs.  33,850-0-0. 

7th.  The  letter  of  the  Local  Agents  of  the  25th  March  last  in 
original,    with    its    enclosures,    is    herewith    submitted. 

1    have    the    honour   to   be. 
Gentlemen, 
Your   most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)   Illegible, 

Offg.    Commissioner. 
Jessore    Commissioner's   Office. 

18th    Division    at    Alipore, 

The    12th    August  1841. 

F.S. — I    solicit    the     return    of     the    original    papers    when    no    longer 

r squired. 
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No.    153. 


Sudder    Board    o£    Revenue, 
Dated    25th    August  1841. 


Commissioner   of   Jessore. 


Sir. 


I  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  ]5oard  of  Revenue  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  169  of  the  12th  instant, 
together  with  its  several  enclosures,  on  the  subject  of  the  increased 
establishment    of   the    Hooghly    Imambarah. 

2nd.  In  reply  the  Board  direct  me  to  inform  you  that  under  the 
orders  of  Government,  dated  the  28th  October  1835,  and  17th  April 
1838.  the  Mutwallee  was  to  receive  a  full  i^hs  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
Endowment  for  the  support  of  the  Imambarah  and  for  the  performance 
of  the  prescribed  religious  rites  and  ceremonies,  and  that  he  is  left 
to  appropriate  the  money  to  those  purposes  according  to  his  own 
discretion. 

3rd.  As  it  accords  with  the  wishes  of  the  Mutwallee  to  pay  the 
Zakerans  from  the  ijths  share,  the  Board  concur  with  you  that  no 
objection  exists  to  the  increase,  the  funds  of  the  ?,ths  share  l)eing 
amply   sufficient    to   meet    any    such    charge. 

4th.     The    original    enclosures    of   your   letters   ai-e    returned. 

I    have,    etc., 
'Sd.)   Illegiblk. 
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No.    187. 

From 

Offg.     Deputy     Secretary    to     the     Government    of    Bengal    in    the 

Revenue    Department, 

To 

E.    CuRRiE.    Esq.,    Secretary,    Sudder    Board    of    Revenue. 

Fort    William, 
6th    Fel»ruary    1843. 

SiK, 

I  am  directed  l)y  the  Hon'ble  the  Deputy  Governor  of 
Bengal  to  forward  an  original  letter  No.  6  .of  the  3rd  instant  from 
the  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India  in  the  Revenue  Department, 
with  the  extract  proceedings  referred  to  therein,  containing  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  on  the  claim  of 
Wasiq  Ali  Khan  to  be  restored  to  the  Mutwaliyship  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambarah. 

2.  The  Board  are  requested  to  furnish,  as  early  as  practicable 
the  information  required  by  the  Supreme  Government  as  to  the 
present  state  and  distribution  of  the  funds  of  the  Endowment  of  the 
late    Hajee   Mohammad    Mohsin. 

I    bave    the    honour   to   be. 
Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)    Illegihle, 
()tig.    Dy.    Secy,    to   the    Govt,    of  Bengal. 


No.    H. 
From 


Ofig.    Secretary    to   the    Government    of    India, 


To 


F.    I.    Hali.iday.    Esy., 

Secretary    to   the    Government    of    Bengal. 

Dated    Council    Chamlier,    3rd     February    1843. 

Sir, 

In  forwarding  the  accompanying  copy  of  an  extract  No.  253  from 
the  proceedings  of  the  Supreme  Government  in  the  General  Department, 
dated    the     28th    December     1842,     for     submission     to    the     Hon'l)le    the 
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Deputy  Governor  ol'  Bengal,  I'  am  directed  to  request  that  His  Honour 
will  cause  information  to  bo  furnished  as  to  the  present  state  and 
distribution  of  the  Funds  of  the  Endowment  of  the  late  Hajee 
Moliamed    Mohsin. 

I    liave    the    honour    to    be,    etc., 

(Sd.)    F.    I.    Halliday, 
Offg.    Secretaiy   to   the    Govt,    of    India. 


No.    253. 


Extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Hon'ble  the  President  of  the 
Council  of  India  in  Council  in  the  General  Department  under  date 
the    28th    December    1842. 

Extract  from  a  public  letter  No.  20  of  18-12,  from  the  Hon'ble  the 
Court  of  Directors  to  the  Government  of  India,  dated  the  2nd 
November. 

Answer   to    India    Revenue    letters     dated    the    2Uth    July.    No.    19,    of 
18-10,  paras.    72-75.    and    6th    December.    No.    25 

Forwarding    Memorials    from       of     1841. 
Wasiq    Ali     KLan  oa  his  removal  „  .  ,  .  .  , 

from  the  Hoogiily  iraambara.  Para   o.     \  ou    forward    1o    US    a    printed    copy 

of  a  memorial  addi'essed  to  us  by  Wasiq  Ali 
Khan  as  well  as  of  his  memorial  to  the  Council  of  India  presented  in 
1838,  of  the  latter,  of  ^hich  you  forwarded  a  copy  with  your  Despatch 
No.  19  of  20th  of  July  1840,  and  you  observe  that  you  have 
nothing  to  add  to  what  was  then  stated  on  the  subject,  and  that 
you  see  no  reason  to  recommend  any  modification  of  the  decision  then 
passed  ;  we  concur  with  you  in  opinion  that  there  is  not  any  sufficient 
reason  for  reversing  the  decisions  heretofore  passed  averse  to  the  claim 
of   the    Memorialist. 

6th.  Wasiq  Ali  Khan  founds  his  claim  to  the  office  of  ]\Iutwallee 
of  the  Imambarah  of  Hooghly  upon  liis  fatlier's  nomination  of  him.  and 
urges  the  injustice  of  his  subsequent  supersession  upon  the  interested 
misrepresentation  of  an  individual  Akbar  Ali  Khan,  and  the  absence 
of  any  proof  against  him  of  misconduct  or  malversation  as  admitted 
b}'  some  of  the  British  functionaries  before  whom  his  cause  was 
judicially  investigated.  It  is  not  necessary  to  question  the  right  of 
Rujub  Ali  Khan,  the  father  of  Wasiq  Ali,  to  nominate  a  successor  to 
the  Trusteeship,  although  the  actual  performance  of  the  Trust  by 
Wasiq  Ali  Khan  prior  to  his  father's  demise  seems  to  be  very  doubtful  ; 
admitting,  however,  the  validity  of  the  nomination,  the  i-ight  of  the  State 
to  remove  the  nominee  upon  sufficient  gi'ounds  does  not  appear  to  be 
contested.  That  his  removal  took  place  solely  in  consequence  of  the 
report  of  an  interested  calumniator  is  not  correct.  There  was  indeed 
no  judicial  proof  to  the  discredit  of  Wasiq  Ali's  administration,  because 
there  was  no  judicial  investigation.  but  there  were  indisputable 
facts  (independently  of  Akbar  Ali  Khan's  report)  which  establish 
mismanagement  at  least,  if  not  malversation.  That  the  charge  against 
the  ]\Iutwallee  did  not  rest  solely  upon  Akl>ar  Ali  Khan's  represent- 
ations,   and     that    it     was    not    without    foundation    is    sufficiently    shewn 
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ill  the  records  uf  tlu!  Revciuio  Di'Murtinont  refcrro.!  to  in  the  letter 
frojii  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Government  of  I>fiigal, 
Revenue  Department.  17th  .Inly  183H,  accoinpanyiiiff  yoiii-  (h'spatch  of  L'Oth 
July   1840. 

7th.     From    these     proceedings    it    appears     that    in    .March      1815    the 
Estate    from    which    the    Endowment    was    deriv- 
Paris.  163-177.  able    had   been    so    seriously    deteriorated    by   the 

mismanagement  of  the  Mutwallees  that  it 
became  necessary  to  attach  it  for  tlie  arrears  of  Revenue  due  to  the 
Government.  After  a  short  interval  it  was  again  surrendered  to  the 
Mutwallees  on  prescribed  stipulations  ;  these  stipulations  they  failed  to 
fulfil,  and  the  Estate  was,  therefore,  finally  taken  under  the  administra- 
tion of  the  lioard  of  Revenue  in  November  1816  ;  Wasiq  Ali  cannot 
disclaim  participation  in  the  mismanagement  which  led  to  the  temporary 
sequestration  or  final  disposition  of  the  Estate,  as  he  sets  forth  in  his 
raemoi-ial  that  he  was  appointed  Mootwallee  in  January  1814,  and 
continued  to  hold  the  office  until  March  181(3.  That  the  default  in 
the  payment  of  revenue  was  imputable  to  bad  management  has  been 
undeniably  proved  by  the  subsequent  acciimulation  of  a  surplus  of 
Rs.   8,63,543    that    has    been    i-ealized    under    a    different    system. 

8th.  The  question  of  mismanagement,  therefore,  placed  l>eyond  all 
dispute  the  removal  of  the  managing  trustees  was  justifiable,  both  by 
the  general  principles  of  the  Mahomedan  law  which  invests  the  State 
with  the  guardianship  of  the  public  trusts,  and  by  the  provisions  of 
Regulation  XIX,  1810,  which  expressly  provide  for  the  like  object. 
The  Government  of  Bengal  has  had  in  view  ikj  other  purpose  than 
the  security  of  the  funds  which  were  devised  for  specific  appropriation, 
and  was  fully  warranted  in  removing  Wasiq  Ali  from  an  office  the 
duties  of  which  they  considered  him  disqualified  to  discharge,  the  claim 
of  Wasiq  Ali  Khan  to  be  reinstated  in  that  office  has  been  prosecuted 
by  him  in  our  Courts  of  Justice,  and  his  right  to  be  reinstated  has 
been  rejected  in  all.  You  will,  therefore,  apprize  Wasiq  Ali  Khan 
that  we  have  read  and  duly  considered  his  memorial  and  that  we  do 
not  regard  it  advisable  to  restore  him  to  the  appointment  of  Mutwallee 
of   the    Hooghly   Imambarah  from  which  he   was   removed    in   the  year  1814. 

9tlr.  We  shall,  however,  not  oiiject  to  the  grant  of  some  allow- 
ance to  Wasiq  Ali  from  the  Trust  Funds,  if  on  consideration  of  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  you  should  consider  that  measure 
expedient. 

Oruek. 
Ordered  that  a  copy  of  these  paragraphs  of  the  Hon'ble  Court's 
letter  in  reply  to  letters  from  this  Government  forwarding  memorials 
from  Wasiq  Ali  Khan  soliciting  to  be  restored  to  the  appointment  of 
MutwaUee  of  the  Hooghly  Imambarah,  be  sent  to  the  Revenue  De- 
partment of  the  Government  of  India  for  information  and  any  orders 
that    may    be    necessary. 

I    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)    H.   V.  Bayley. 
Deputy    Secretary    to   Government    of    India 
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No.    211. 

SuDDER  Board  of  Revenuk, 
Dated    18tli    June    1843. 

Secretary    to   Government,    Revenue    Department. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  No.  187,  dated  (3th  February  last,  I  am 
instructed  by  the  Sadder  Board  of  Revenue  to  transmit  in  original 
the  accompanying  rejiort  (N<j.  9  of  the  11th  ultimo)  from  the  Local 
Agents  of  Hooghly  and  its  Persian  enclosure,  received  through  tlie 
Commissioner  of  Jessore,  in  which  will  be  found  the  desired  information 
relative  to  the  present  state  and  the  distribution  of  the  funds  of  the 
Endowment    of   the    late    Hajee    Mohammad    Mohsin. 

2.  From  the  report  of  the  present  Mutwallee  it  appears  that  Wasiq 
Ali,  the  deposed  Trustee,  is  in  the  receipt  of  an  annual  pension  of 
1,280    rupees    from    the    trust    funds. 

(Sd.)    Illegible. 

X.B. — Submitting  the  information  called  for  in  Government  letter 
No.  187  of  6th  February  last  relative  to  the  pi-esent  state  and  distri- 
bution   of   the    funds    of    the    Hooghly    Imambarah    Endowment. 

P.S. — The    original    enclosures    of   your    letter    are    herewith    returned. 


No.  9. 

To 

J.   J.    Harvey,    Esq., 

Offg.    Commissioner   of   the    18th   or   Jessore    Division, 

Burdwan. 

Sir, 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
former  letter  No.  3  of  the  13th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  the  state 
and  distribution  of  the  Funds  of  Endowment  of  late  Hajee  Moham- 
mad   Mohsin,  and    beg    to   submit   the  following    information  : — 

Rs.     A.  p. 

The    accumulated    funds    under  this  agency    up 

to   April    1843              ...                  ...                  ...     34,883  10  10 

The   income    about    yearly                ...                  ...       5,400     0  0 
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This    income    is     disU-iluited    into     nine    sliaros,    oL'     which — 

',th    share  is    remitted    to   the    education    committee  ; 

^th    share    paid    to    the    Mutwallee  ; 

|ths  share    appropriated    liy    the    Mutwallee    for    religious    purposes  ; 

|ths    share     appropriated    by    the    Mutwallee    to    the  payment — 

First,    of   the    Establishment    of    Imambarah  ;    and 

second,    to  the    expenses  of    the  Hospital  ; 

third,  for    Musafirkhana    or  the  expenses    of   feeding  travellers  ; 

fourth,    to   the    payment    of   pensions  ; 

fifth,   to   the   payment    of     the    office    establishment    of    the  local 

agents  ; 
sixth,    the  expenses    of   the    Imambarah    of    Moorely  ; 
seventh,    the   payments    of   miscellaneous  charges. 

Besides  the  above  items  of  distribution,  we  may  bring  to  your  notice 
that  the  income  above  stated  is  the  average  net  profits  from  the  Jessore 
Estates  and  the  Emambazar  at  Hooghly,  exclusive  of  the  expenses  of 
the  revenue  management  of  the  P]state  which  may  annually  cost  ten 
thousand    rupees. 

2ud.  We  would  also  represent  that  a  sum  of  about  ten  lacks  of 
rupees  is  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  Agent,  from  the 
interest  of  which  the  expenses  of  the  College  of  Chinsurah  is  believed 
to  be  discharged,  but  of  which  we  have  no  account  and  over  which 
we    have    no   control. 

3rd.  Enclosed  we  transmit  a  copy  of  the  Mutwallee's  proceedings 
and    a    statement    furnished    at    our    requisition    by    him    on    the    subject. 

4th.  Of  the  accumulated  funds  Rs.  34,883-10-10,  the  sum  of 
Rs.  18,397-1-43-^.  is  at  the  disposal  of  Government  and  the  rest 
Rs.    16,486-9-54"    under    the    control    of   the    Mutwallee. 

.5th.  We  have  to  remark  in  conclusion  no  accounts  later  than  January 
last  have  been  furnished  to  the  agency  by  the  Mutwallee,  and  these 
were  forwarded  to  your  predecessor  under  date  the  10th  March  1843. 
The  year  being  now  closed,  the  Mutwallee  will  be  called  upon  to  furnish 
the  regular  accounts  without  delay.  From  the  absence  of  these  accounts 
we  are  at  the  present  moment  indebted  to  the  Mutwallee  for  the 
statement    of  the    accumulated    funds   above     indicated. 

We    have    the    honour    to    be, 
Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servants, 

(Sd.)  Illegible, 

(Sd.)  Illegible, 

Local  Agents. 
Local   Agents'    Office, 

iiooghly  ; 

The    11th    May    1843. 
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From 


No.    1U4. 


The    CuiaiiiissiontT    of    tho  Jessore    Divisi 


on. 


Tlie    Oftg.    Secretary    to    the    Sadder    IJoard    of    Revenue, 

Fort  William. 
Dated    Allipore,    the    3rd    September    1846. 

Sir, 

I  have    the   honour    to     sulnuit     an     original     letter,      No.    29, 
,  „     .      „  ,     ,  dated   the     27th     July     1846,   from     the     Local 

A  copy  of    Persian    Rubookiiry 

and  of  English  Minutes  of  tiie     Agents    of  Hooglily,    and    its    enclosures,   as    per 
Local  Aeeuts. 

margin. 

2nd.     From    these  the    Sudder  Board    of    Revenue    will  learn  that  the 
j{g_       4^    p         large      surplus    of    Rs.    75,973-6-8r>   p.     remained 

fths  sliare...    22,97K    4    \\         Unappropriated  in  deposit  in  the  Hooghly  CoUector- 

-•^'■^     ■>^^'^-'    -     ''  ate  at    the     close   of      the   official     year    1845-46, 

Total    ...    75,973    6    8i        being     accumulations    in    the     proportions    as    per 
margin  of     the     gths     and     f-ths     shares    of     the 
endovk^ment    of   Mohomed  Mohsin    at    Hooghly. 

3rd.  The  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  will  further  learn  that  a 
difference  of  opinion  exists  between  the  Local  Agents  on  the  subject 
of  the  appropriation  of  these  surplus  Funds.  Mr.  Reid  recommends  that 
the  Government  promissory  notes  should  be  purchased  for  the  benefit 
of  the  trust  estate  to  the  extent  of  Rs.  40,000  from  the  yths  accumulations 
and  Rs.  10,000  from  the  gths  accumulations.  Wanchope,  on  the  contrary, 
considers  that  the  funds  should  be  expended  in  a  manner  proper  in 
itself  and  advantageous  to  the  institution  and  not  accumulated,  and  he 
concurs  with  the  Mutwallee  that  the  Mutwallee  should  be  allowed  to 
expend  these  funds  as  he  proposes  in  adding  to  and  repairing  the 
Imambarah  and  increasing,  so  far  as  necessary,  the  number  of  servants 
of   the    Imambarah. 

4th.  On  reference  to  the  orders  of  Government,  dated  the  17th 
April  1838,  communicated  with  Mr.  Secretary  Currie's  letter  No.  205, 
dated  the  15th  May  1838,  it  is  clear  to  me  that  the  full  accumulations 
of  the  i^ths  share  should  be  placed  at  the  unfettered  disposal  of  the 
Mutwallee  for  appropriation  as  he  proposes  in  adding  to  and  repairing 
the  buildings  of  the  Imambai-ah  and  the  increase,  as  far  as  necessary, 
of  the  servants  of  the  Establishment,  and  I  propose  to  instruct  the 
Local  Agents    accordingly. 

5th.  Regarding  the  accumulations  of  fyths  share,  I  observe  that 
as  no  copy  of  the  deed  of  endowment,  nor  of  the  explanation  of  it 
given    in    the     orders     of    Government    dated     28th     October     1835     is    in 
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this  office,  I  am  compelled  to  solicit  that  I  may  be  furuished  with 
copies  of  these  documents  from  the  Suddei-  Board's  office,  to  enable  me 
to  submit  my  recommendation  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  accumulations 
of   this   share. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Sd.)  Illegible, 

Commissioner. 


No.  29. 

From 

The    Local   Agents    of  Hooghly, 

To 

The    Commissioner    of   the    18th    Division,  Allipore. 


Dated   Hooghly,   the    27th   July    1846. 


Sir, 


We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  22nd  ultimo,  No.  18,  and  beg  to  state  for  your  information 
that  the  Mutwallee  proposes  erecting  a  new  Imambarah  and  other  edifices 
and  increasing  the  Establishment  of  the  institution,  with  the  sum  of 
Rs.  75,973-6-8^.  which  had  accumulated  out  of  the  fths  and  fths 
shares  up  to  April  of  the  current  year — a  copy  of  his  Rubukaree  is 
annexed. 

We    have  the    honour    to    be, 
Sir, 
Your   most    obedient  servants, 

(Sd.)  Reid, 

Local  Agent  ; 
(Sd.)   Illegible, 

Ofi'g.  Local  Agent. 


Minute. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  for  the  benefit  of  the  Trust  Estate,  two 
Government  Promissory  notes  be  purchased  for  the  sum  of  Rs.  50.000, 
viz.,  one  for  40,000  Rupees  in  part  of  52,995-2-7  which  have  been 
accumulated  to  the  |ths  share  and  another  for  10,000  Rupees  in 
part    of  Rs.  22,978-4-1^   re  accounts   of   fths    share. 


(Sd.)  Reid, 

Local   Agent. 
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Minute. 

It  is  mj'  opinion  that  the  proposal  of  the  Mutwalleo  shuuld  be 
complied  with,  as  I  do  not  see  the  advantage  of  accumulating  funds 
which  will  never  be  expended.  I  think  that  we  as  Local  Agents  have 
power  to  check  any  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  Mutwallee  in  the 
disbursement  of  the  Imambarah  Funds,  but  I  do  not  think  it  was 
ever  intended  that  we  should  prohibit  the  expenditure  of  the  funds 
in  a  manner  proper  in  itself  and  advantageous  to  the  institutions. 
I  consider  the  erection  of  a  new  Imambarah  to  be  expedient — present 
building  being  a  ruin.  It  will  also  be  an  act  of  justice  to  this 
Mutwallee  to  acquiesce  in  his  proposal,  the  whole  of  the  surplus  fund 
now  available  having  been  accumulated  during  his  incumbency  of 
office  and  by  his  good  management.  The  Local  Agent.o  were  of  this 
opinion  in  their  letter  to  the  Commissioner,  dated  the  18th  August 
1845.  I  do  not  here  enter  the  subject  of  how  or  by  whom  the 
building  is   to  be    erected. 

(Sd.)  Illegible, 

Offg.  Local   Agent. 
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No.  466. 

From 

The    Commissioner    of   the   Jessore    Division, 

To 

The    Otfg.    Secretary   to   the    Sadder   Board    of  Revenue, 

Fort    William. 
Dated    AUipore,    the    7th    October    1846. 


Sir, 
Translation   of     the    Towelut-         Jn    continuation    of   mv    letter   No.    404,    dated 

•namah      of      Mohammad     Jlohsin.  j       ci  i 

Extract  fi'om  the  proceedings  of     3rd     September     1846.     I    have    the     honour    to 

the  Hon'ble    the   Governor-General  i  „i    J„      j.u  •    j.       p  i    j.^         xt         .-.  . /^ 

of  India  in  Council  in  the  General     acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your   letter   No.    340, 
Department,  under  date  the  28th     dated    23rd     September    1846.    with     enclosures 

October  1835,  No.  108 

One      letter    from    Mr.     H.    T.      aS     per     margin. 
Prinsep,  Secretary  to    Government, 
dated  2»th  October  1846,  No.  282. 

2nd.  Under  the  authoritative  regulation  of  the  future  appropriation 
of  the  surplus  funds  of  the  income  of  the  Trust  estate  contained  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  Hon'ble  the  Governor-General  of  India  in  Council 
in  the  General  Depai'tment,  under  date  the  28th  October  1835,  more 
especially  the  10-12  and  subsequent  paras,  of  these  proceedings,  it 
appears  to  me  clear  that  the  "present  accumulation  of  Rs.  52,99.5  in 
the  ;\ths  share  ought  to  be  applied  first  to  the  providing  approjiriate 
buildings  for  the  Emambarah,  and  other  religious  edifices  belonging  to 
the  trust,  as  applied  for  by  the  Mutwallee,  and  then  after  defrayino- 
the  expenses  of  these  buildings  that  the  remainder  should  l)e  appro- 
priated in  such  manner  as  the  Council  of  education  may  determine 
to  the  purposes  of  education  at  the  college  of  Mohamed  Mnhsin  at 
Hooghly. 

3rd.  I  see  no  ground  in  the  original  trust  dejd  for  recommend- 
ing further  accuuiulation  of  these  funds  by  investment  in  G  )vernment 
papers  and  confining  the  e:^enditure  only  to  the  interest  of  the 
present  further  accumulation,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  careful 
management  of  the  Trust  Funds  requires  that  in  future,  all  accumula- 
tions in  the  Collector's  treasury  should  be  avoided  and  tliat,  wlienever 
these  accumulations  amount  in  any  share  to  more  than  Rs.  5,000,  that 
reserving  this  sum  for  current  expenses,  surplus  of  each  year  in  each 
share  ought  to  be  at  once  ])laced  at  interest  in  Government  securities 
to    the    credit    of   the    share    to    which    it    appertains. 

4th.  I  would  further  suggest  that  the  extent  and  nature  of  the 
buildings    appropriate     for     the    Emambarah     and    other    religious    edifices 
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belonging  to  the  Trust  should  be  referred  for  report  to  a  committee 
of  Mussalman  gentlemen,  of  whom  the  Mutwallee  should  be  one,  and 
who  should  be  informed  of  the  sum  available  for  these  purposes  and 
required  to  accompany  their  report  by  a  plan  and  estimate  prepared 
by   a    professional    European    builder. 

I    have    the    honour    to    be. 
Sir, 
Your    most    obedient  servant, 

(Sd.)  Illegible, 
Commissioner. 
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No.  435. 


SuDDKR  Board   of  Revenue. 
Dated    28th   November    1846. 


The    Commissioner    of   the    Jessore    Division. 


Sir. 


In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  7th  ultimo.  No.  466,  I  am  m- 
btrueted  by  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  to  inform  you  that  they 
approve  of  what  you  have  done  and  what  you  propose  to  do  in  the 
matters    of   the    accumulated    surplus    of    the    Hoog'hly   Emambarah   Funds. 

(Sd.)  Illegible. 
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No.  897. 


From 


To 


The  Coninnssionor  of  the   IStli  or  Jessore  Division. 

The  Secretary    to  the  Siiddor   IJoard   of  Revenue. 

Fort   William. 
Dated   1st  Octoher  1847. 


8lK, 

I    have   the    honour    to    submit    to   the  consideration     and   for   the 
orders     of     the    Sudder    Board     of     Revenue     3 

Four    quartfrlv     cash     accniiits  •       i    i    li  -ht  ,,       ^,,  ,    ^ 

of  1846-47.        '  orgmal  letters,  Nos.    lo,    20   and  2o,  dated,    res- 

isfeTApril'lWT."""'  *''"'"  "^''■'     P^^ti^^'ly-     1st    June,     18th    August,    and     18th 
Local  Asents' p;oceeJiii-s  dated     (September    1847,    with     their     x-espective     enclo- 

8th  April  1847.  •  r  ,  t  ,      . 

Mutwaliee's   proceedings    dated     ^ures    as    per  margin,    trom    the     Local    Agents 
6th  May  1847.  ,  ,  ,     o£    Hooghly,    and     copy     of    my    letters    Nos.     4 

Mutwallee  s    proceedings    dated  =      ^  •  I--  j  ^     ^-i  v^^  .       j. 

20th  June  1847.  and    11,    dated    the    11th    June    and     10th     Sep- 

Mutwallee's    proceedings     dated       ,         ,  i  o  j  rr  p  t     ,        •         ,  i 

8th  July  1847.  tember    1847,    referred    to  m    them. 

2nd.  From  these  the  Sudder  Board  of  Re- 
venue will  learn  that  the  Local  Agents  of  Hooghly  have  disapproved 
of  the  proceedings  of  Syed  Keramut  Allee,  Mutwallee.  in  having  appoint- 
ed at  a  monthly  salary  of  100  Rupees,  Moulvi  Meer  Mohammad  for  the 
performance  of  certain  duties  in  the  Imambarah  and  desire  that  their 
disapproval  be  notified  to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  under  the  rule 
prescribed  in  the  penultimate  period  of  th(^  4tli  para,  of  the  orders 
of  Government  No.  712.  dated  }-Jth  April  18o8.  It  is  stated  by 
them  as  one  ground  of  disapproval  that  this  individual,  Mutwallee  ^leer 
Mohammad  also  receives  300  Rupees  per  mensem  from  the  P^ducation 
Department    of    tlie    Hooghly    College. 

3rd.  The  Mutwallee  explains  that  in  making  this  appointment  he 
has  acted  under  the  power  vested  in  him  bj-  orders  of  Government, 
dated  17tli  April  1838.  and  he  was  obliged  to  make  the  albiwancc  to 
induce    the    ^loulvee    to   remain    in    the    post     and    perform    its    duties. 

4th.  Tile  Litcal  Agents  also  object  to  the  tone  of  the  Mutwallee's 
roobakarry    dated    8th    July    1847. 

5th.  1  do  not  concur  with  the  Local  Agents  in  the  objection  taken 
to  this  appointment  by  the  Mutwallee.  I  do  not  consider  that  it  at 
all  follows  that  the  tenure  of  the  two  offices  is  incompatible  with  a 
due  performance  of  the  duties  of  both — those  of  the  Emambarah  and 
College — at  all  events  tliis  is  a  point  which  the  Council  of  Education, 
and  not  the  Local  Agents,  are  competent  to  dispose  of,  and  I  do  not 
see  that  in  making  this  appointment  Syed  Keramar  Ally  has  in  any 
way    exceeded    the    power    vested    in    him. 
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6th.  I  consider  the  ^lutwallee  has  unnecessarily  felt  annoyed  at  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  Local  Agents  in  this  matter,  and  perhaps 
expi-essed  this  more  forcibly  th-an  was  necessary,  but  I  do  not  agree 
with  the  Local  Agents  that  there  is  anything  in  the  tone  of  the 
Mutwallee's  roobokarry  of  the  8tli  July  18-17  so  entirely  oljjectionable. 
as    the    Local    Agents    consider. 

7th.  With  these  remarks,  I  submit  the  case  for  the  Sudder  P>oard's 
orders. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Sd.)  Illegihle, 

Commissioner. 


No.  15. 

From 

The  Local  Agents  of  Hooghly, 

To 

The  Commissioner  of  the  18th  Division,  Allipore, 

Dated    Hooglily,    the    1st  June    1847. 

Sir, 

"We  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  4th  quarterly  cash  account 
of  the  Hooghly  Emambarah  from  1st  February  to  30th  April  1847,  and 
the  annual  cash  account  from  May  1846  to  April  1847,  furnished 
by   the   Mutwallee. 

2nd.     We    also    beg   leave    to   forward    copies  of    Eoobukaries    noted  in 

the    margin   wherein    you   will  observe    that    the 

dai,i  tt'L.^rrln'r  i!;4r'"''     Mutwallee    was    desired    to    discontinue     paying 

Mutwallee's   proceedings    dated     the    nuzzurauah     or     present     of     100     Rs.    per 

16th  May  1«47.  J       1  1  •  1 

mensem  which  was  charged  by  him  under 
the  head  of  |ths  share,  see  our  .3rd  quarterly  account  of  the  current 
year  to  Moulvee  Meer  Mohammad,  one  of  the  Arabic  Teachers  of  the 
College  at  Chinsurah,  appertaining  to  this  institution  who  draws  a 
salary  of  300  Rs.  per  mensem  besides  residing  in  the  Emambarah 
free    of   rent. 

3rd.  The  Mutwallee  states  in  his  rubukaree  that  the  abovenamed 
individual  attends  the  various  religious  ceremonies  connected  with  the 
Emambarah  and  is  allowed  100  Rs.  as  salary  not  nuzuranah  or  present, 
and  he  further  says  that  the  services  which  he  has  to  perform  are 
various    and    that    they    consequently    cannot    be    specified. 
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4th.  We  arc  of  o]iiii()n  in  conronnity  with  the  orders  <il'  Govern- 
ment conveyed  in  ^Ir.  Secretary  Halliday's  letter  No.  712,  dated  tlie 
17th  April  1838,  that  it  is  proper  to  hring  this  unnecessary  expense 
of  100  Rs.  per  mensem  incurred  bj-  the  Mootwallee  to^  the  notice  of 
the  Board,  especially  as  we  find  that  charges  of  this  nature  have 
never  been  allowed  since  the  endowment  came  undt'r  tlie  control  ol'  the 
Lodal    Agency. 

We   have  the  honour  to  l>e. 
Sir. 
Your  most  obedient  servants, 

(Sd.)  A.   Reii), 
(Sd.)  S.  Wauchoi-k, 

Local  Agents. 


No.    4. 
From 

The    Commissioner    of   the    18th    or    Jessore    Division, 

To 

The    Local    Agents    at    Hooghly. 

Dated  Allipore,    the    11th    June    1847. 

Gestlemex, 

Before  determining  on  the  necessity  or  otherwise  of  a 
reference  to  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  on  the  subject  of  your 
letter  No.  15,  dated  the  1st  June  1847,  I  have  the  honour  to  request 
you  will  ascertain  from  the  Mutwallee  and  report  by  whom  and  at 
what  monthly  charge,  the  services  performed  by  Moulvi  Meer 
Mohammad  in  the  Imambarah  have  hitherto  been  performed  and  what 
has    rendered    advisable    or    necessary    this    increased    expense. 

1    liave,    etc., 

(Sd.)    J.    J.    Hakvey, 

Commissioner. 


No.    20. 
From 

Tiie    Local   Agents    of    Hooghly, 

To 

The    Commissioner    of   the    18th    Division, 

Allipore. 
Dated    Hooghly.    the    18th    August    1847. 
Sir, 

In  c  )nformity  with  the  instructions  contained  in  your  letter 
No.  4  dated  the  lltli  June  1847,  we  have  called  for  from  the  Mut- 
wallee   an    explanation    on    the    subject    therein    alluded    to. 
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2nd.      'N'ou    will    ohscrvf    tVoiii    copies    oi'    the    Mutwalli'd's   proc-ecdings, 
dated    the    2()tli    .iuiic  and  Sth    July    lS-17.    that 

Mirza  Miili'iiiu'd  Fvz^iliady,  i         n  i       i  i  i       ■  j.i 

140  Hs.  per  month.  tliB    Mnulvees    whose    names    are    noted     m     the 

Awulad  H'>«si>ii'.  margin,     used     tn     conduct    the    relioious    duties 

(5  Its.  per  luoutii.  t^  -^ 

Hazee  Ibraiiim  Hussain  of    the     Kniand)arali     which     Moulvi     Meer     Mo- 

175  Ks.  ptT  niuiitli.  ,,,,  AT    1.       11         r 

liamniad     now    perionns.       ilie     Mutwallee    tur- 

tlier     states     that     i'or     the      last      5      or      6     years     this     individual     has 

transacted    those    duties    as    a    friend    of     the     ^Mutwallee.     and.    when    the 

Moulvi    resolved    to    leave     the     Imaniharah,     the    MutwaUee    was    obliged 

to    fix     on     him    an    allowance     of    lUO    Rs.    per    mensem    from    December 

1846.       In    doing   so,    he    says    he    acted    under   the    sole    power    bestowed 

on     him    by     the     orders     of    Government,     dated    the     17th    April    1838, 

and    that    he    cannot    comirehend    why,    after     a    period    of     9    years,    that 

he    has    acted    with    the    same    power    and    charged    for     various     purposes 

more     than     a     lack    of    Rs.    under    the    head    of   the    iUhs    share    without 

any     objection    being    raised    against     it.     such     an     explanation     as     the 

present    has    be'  n    required    from    him. 

3rd.  It  api  ears  from  thi'  tenor  of  the  Mutwallee's  Roobukaries 
and  from  our  inquiries  that  the  three  IMutwallees  named  by  him  were 
appointed  as  Arabic  Teachers  in  the  Madrassa  or  College  then  attached 
to  the  Emambarah,  and  not  for  the  purpose  stated  by  him,  so  that 
the  appointment  of  Moulvee  Meer  Mohamed  cannot  lie  admitted  upon 
that    ground. 

4tli.  We  further  beo-  to  inform  you  tliat,  in  taking  exception  to 
the  disbursement  in  question,  our  sole  desire  v\'as  as  Local  Agents  to 
exercise  due  supervision  over  the  funds  committed  to  our  charge,  and 
we  cannot,  therefore,  but  consider  in  which  opinion  you  will,  Ave  feel 
confident,  concur  that  the  style  of  the  Mutwallee's  Roobukaree  is  un- 
called   for. 

We    have,    etc., 
(Sd.)   A.    Reid, 
(Sd.)    S.    Wanchoi'e, 

Local    Agents. 


No.   11. 

From 

The    Commissioner    of   the    18th    or   Jessore    Division. 

To 

The  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly. 

Dated  Alipore,  10th  September  18-47. 

Gkntlemkx, 

1    have     th'-    honour    to    acknowledge    the    receipt    of     your 
Copies  uf  Mutwallee's  two  pro-     fetter,  dated   18th  August  1847.   with   enclosures, 

ceedings,  dated  the  20tli  Juni-   and  . 

Sth  Julv  1847.  as    per  margin. 
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2ncl.  In  forwarding  the  enclosures  of  your  letter,  you  have  express- 
ed no  opinion  as  to  whether  you  approve  or  disapprove  of  the  Mut- 
walh'o's  proceedings  in  appointing  Moulvie  Meer  Mohamed  on  a  salary  of 
100  Rs.  per  mensem  after  consideration  nf  the  Mutwallee's  explanation, 
and,  as  in  case  of  your  disapproval  of  these  proceedings  only,  is  it 
necessary  to  represent  the  matter  to  the  Sudder  Board  under  the 
iHile  prescribed  in  the  penultimate  period  of  the  4th  para,  of  the 
orders  of  Government  ^No.  712,  dated  18th  April  l.S.'}8.  I  request, 
after  consideration  of  the  Mutwallee's  explanation,  you  will  report  whether 
you  consider  the  Mutwallee's  proceedings  in  tliis  matter  ol'jectionahle, 
and.  if  so.  will  state  the  grounds  of  your  disapproval  for  reference  to 
the    Sudder    Board    of    Revenue.  » 

I    have,  etc., 

(Sd.)  J.  J.  Harvey, 

Commissioner. 


To 


No.  25. 

The    Commissioner    of   the    18th    Division. 

Alipore. 


Sir, 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  No.  11  of  the  10th  instant,  and  to  inform  you  in  reply  that 
we  disapprove  of  the  ]\Iutwalli's  proceedings  in  appointing  at  a  monthly 
salary  of  Ra.  100  Maulvi  Meer  Mahomed,  who  receives  Rs.  300  per 
mensem  from  the  Education  Department,  and  whose  time  is  or  ought 
to    Ije    fully    occupied    in    the    Hooghly    College. 

2nd.  We  do  not  object  to  the  disltursement  itself,  there  lieing 
funds  to  jneet  it  and  the  Mutwally  being  the  l)est  judge  of  its  neces- 
sity   or    otherwise. 

3rd.  We  furtiier  beg  to  state  that  we  entirely  olg'ect  to  the  tone 
of   tlie    Mulwalli's  roobukarry    under    date    the    8th    July    18-47. 

We   hav(%  etc., 

(Sd.)  A.  Rkiu. 
(Sd.)  S.  W.-ixciioi'K, 

Local  Agents. 

Local  Agents'  Office, 
Hooghly, 

The   18th  September  1847. 
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SuDDER  Board  of  Revenue. 
No.  342. 

To 

Commissioner  of  Jessore. 


Sir, 

Having  placed  your  letter  No.  397.  dated  the  1st  instant,  with 
its  enclosures,  relative  to  the  appointment  by  the  Mutwalli  of  Maulvi  Meer 
Mohamed  for  the  performance  of  certain  duties  in  the  Hooghly  Imam- 
liarah.  before  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  I  am  directed  to  communi- 
cate in  reply  that  the  Mutwalli  is  competent  to  make  the  appointment. 
But  the  Board  consider  that  the  style  of  his  proceeding  is  disrespect- 
ful to  the  Local  Agents,  and  they  request  that  this  may  be  pointed 
out  to  him.  with  an  admonition  to  be  more  careful  in  futui-e  of  his 
language. 

I  have,  etc., 


(Sd.)  G.  Plowden, 
Secretary. 


The    26th   October    1847. 
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No.    204. 

15lIRDWAN. 

The  22nd   November    1858. 

From  , 

The    Commissioner    of    Rurdwan, 

To 

The  Secretary    to   the    Board    of    Revenue. 

Fort  M'illiam. 

Sir, 

I    have    the    honour     to   submit     herewith     an  application*    from 
Syed  Keraraat    Ally,    Mutwallee    of  the  Hooghlv 

^   Not  traceable.  -.  i  i  •   i  ^      •' 

Emambarah,  with  copy  of  the  Local  Agent's 
letter  recommending  that  a  pension  equal  to  one-third  of  his  salary, 
which  is  about  700  rupees,  monthly  be  granted  to  him,  and  his 
resignation    be    accepted. 

2.  He  has  been  to  the  Madrassa  a  servant  of  no  ordinary  talent 
and    zeal,    and   has    well    earned    the    favour   he    now  solicits. 

3.  He  proposes  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  daj'^s  at  Bagdad. 
I  strongly  recommend  that  a  pension  of  250  rupees  monthly  payable 
from  the  funds  of  the  Imambarah  from  the  |ths  share,  be  granted  to 
him. 

I  have   the    honour   to  be, 
Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 
(Sd.)  Illegible, 

Commissioner. 


No.    17. 

From 

The   Local   Agents   of  Hooghly, 

To 

The    Commissioner   of    Revenue,    for   the    Division   of    Burdwan. 

Dated    Hooghly,    the    19th   November    1858. 

Sir, 

We    have  the    honour    to   forward    herewith    a    Roobukaree    of   the 
Mutwallee    of    the     Hooghly    Imambarah,    dated    the     17tb     Instant,     with 

353 


enclosures,    respectiug   his    application    to    Government    for     acceptance    of 
his    resignation    and    prayer    for   pension. 

2.  Although  there  is  no  precech-nt  according  to  which  jiension  niaj' 
lie  alhiwed  to  the  Mutwallee  from  the  Imamharali  Fund,  yet  as  he. 
has  served  for  22  years  in  the  Imambarah  and  most  assiduously 
endeavoured  to  discharge  the  trust  imposed  on  him,  and  moreover  as 
he  has  all  along  been  a  most  faithful  servant  of  Government  and 
received  rewai-ds  and  recommendations  for  his  faithfulness,  and  we  beg 
to  recommend,  subject  to  your  approval,  that  application  be  made  to 
Government  for  a  pension  equivalent  to  J  the  sum  he  i-eceives,  as  ^th 
share  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Imambarah  Fund  payable  from  the 
assets  of  the  v»ths  share.  His  present  salary  is  about  Rs.  700  per 
mensem. 

We    have    thb    honour,    etc., 

(Sd.)  W.  Buckle, 
(8d.)  H.  N.  Browne, 

Local    Agents. 
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No.  307. 

To 

Commissioner  of  Burdwan, 

Dated   the    1st    December    1858. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  204,  dated  the  22nd  ultmio,  sub- 
mitting an  application  for  a  pension  from  Syed  tCeramut  Allee,  Mut- 
wallee  of  the  Hojghly  Imambarah,  I  am  directed  by  the  Sudder  Board 
of  Revenue  to  request  that  you  will  consider  and  report  whether  grant 
of  the  pension  solicited  is  compatible  with  the  provisions  of  the  deed 
of   trust. 

With  your  reply  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  submit  a  copy  of  the 
deed. 

I    have,   etc., 
(Sd.)    Illegible. 
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No.   280. 

From 

The    Commissioner    of    Burdwan, 

To 

The    Seci'etary    to   the    Board    of    Revenue. 

L.    P.,   Fort   William. 

Berbhum, 
The  10th  December  1858. 

Sir, 

In    reply  to   your   letter    of   the    1st    instant,    No.    307,  I  have  the 

honour  to  submit  an  old  translation  of  the  Deed  of  Trust  founding  the 
Hooghly  Imambarah,  and  to  report  that  in  my  humble  opinion  the 
grant  of  a  pension  to  an  old  and  most  efficient  servant  of  the  Establish- 
ment   is    fully    within    the    provisions    of   that    Deed. 

2.  The  whole  net  proceeds  of  the  Founder's  propertj^  are  by  that 
deed   divided    into     9     shares,     of    which — 

Two    were   granted  to  the    two   Mutwallees  for   their    own    support  ; 
Three    for   all    expenses    connected    with    religious    observances   and 

festivals    and    with   the     maintenance     of     the     Imambarah     and 

burying-ground  ; 
Four  for  maintaining  the  amlahs  or  establishment  and  for  pensions. 

3.  With  regard  to  the  establishment,  mention  is  made  of  the  persons 
whose  names  are  separately  written  in  a  list  signed  and  sealed  by 
the  Founder  and  again  of  '*  pensioners  and  others,  who  now  stand 
nominated  to  receive  allowances,"  according  to  the  letter  of  which,  on 
the  dying  out  of  that  generation,  no  successor  of  any  description  could 
be    appointed. 

4.  And  again  the  charge  of  the  Funds  was  bequeathed  only  to  the 
two  Mutwallees,  Rujub  Allee  Khan  and  Shaker  Allee  Khan,  and  to  any 
successors    whom    either    of   them    might    consider    qualified    for    the    duty. 

5.  But  this  matter  has.  after  the  fullest  considetation,  been  taken 
into  the  hands  of  Government,  and  I  do  not  myself  entertain  any  doubt 
of  the  propriety  of  granting  a  pension  to  any  deserving  servant  of  the 
establishment,    but    submit    to  the    jndgment    of   the    Board. 

I    have    the    honour    to    be, 
Sir, 
Yout    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  Illegible, 

Commissioner. 

P.S. — The  return  of  the  original  enclosure  is  requested  when  no 
longer    required. 
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Board  of  Revknuk, 
Dated  17th  December  1858. 

No.  329. 

Commissioner,  Burdwan. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  230,  dated  the  10th  instant,  with  enclosure  herewith  returned,  and 
to'  communicate    in    reply    the     following   observations. 

2.  The  Board,  after  a  careful  perusal  of  the  Towleutnamah  of 
Mahomed  Mohsin  of  Hooghly,  are  of  opinion  that  the  grant  of  a 
pension  to  a  Mutwallee  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  terjns  of  the 
Deed    of    Trust. 

3.  The  pension  of  course  must  come,  if  at  all,  out  of  the  four 
shares  of  the  nine,  which  are  set  apart  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Amlahs  or  establishment,  and  out  of  these  shares  the  ^lutwallees  may 
continue  or  may  grant  pensions  to  others,  but  there  is  nothing  in  the 
Deed  which  to  the  Board  appears  to  contemplate  the  grant  of  a 
pension  to  the  Mutwallee.  During  his  incumbency,  he  has  a  certain 
share  of  the  profits  to  his  own  use  and  emploj'ment,  and  when  he 
finds  himself  incompetent  to  discharge  the  functions  of  the  office 
which,  it  does  not  appear,  the  present  applicant  is,  he  is  to  appoint  a 
successor.  Had  it  been  the  intention  of  the  Founder  of  the 
Endowment  that  an  incapacitated  Mutwallee  should  receive  a  pension, 
it  is  difficult  to  explain  the  circumstance  that  no  mention  is  made  of 
the    intention    in    this    place. 

4.  Upon  these  considerations,  therefore,  the  Board  think  that  it 
would  be  contrary  to  the  deed  of  trust  to  gi-ant  the  present  Mutwallee 
a   pension,    and    they    are    unable    to   recommend    it  to    Government. 

(Sd.)  Illegible. 
The  17th  December  1858. 
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From 


To 


No.  440  B. 

Ci.    ri.OWDKN,     KhQ., 

Uoniiiiissioncr  for  tlie   Division   ol'   IJurdwan, 

The  Secretai-y  to  the  lioard  of  Revenue,  L.  P.,  Fort  William. 

Beekhhum, 
The  21st  February  1863. 


Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  in  orio-iual  a  petition  from 
the  Mutwallee  of  the  Hooghly  Imambarah  with  a  translation  thereof 
ti'ansmitted    to    me    by    tlie    Local    Agents    of    Hooghly. 

2.  In  this  petition  the  Mutwallee  solicits  permission  to  expend 
Rs.  8,047-3-3^,  for  the  purpose  of  re-erecting  the  hnambarah  at 
Moorely  in  Jessore,  which  he  represents  to  be  in  a  dilapidated 
condition. 

3.  The  saving,  from  which  the  Mutwallee  proposes  to  defraj^  the 
expenditure,  does  not  appear  to  be  from  the  amount  allotted  by  the 
Board  in  their  letter  No.  171  dated  the  2oth  July  1837,  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Moorshedabad  Division,  for  the  repairs  and 
maintenance  of  the  Moorely  Imambarah,  Init  seems  to  be  derived  from 
the  balance  between  the  amount  sanctioned  and  expended  for  the 
support    of    the    Emauibarah    at    Hooghly    between    1837    and    1859. 

4.  I  concur  in  opinion  with  the  Local  Agents  that  savings  from 
this  latter  source  are  propei'ly  placed  in  a  reserve  fund,  and  should 
be  primarily  appropriated  to  new  works  and  improvements  directly 
connected    with    the    Hooglily    Imambarah. 

5.  I  find  tliat  this  same  proposition  has  already  twice  been 
rejected  by  a  Jormer  Commissioner,  ]\lr.  Elliott,  once  on  the  6th  of 
August  and  again  on  the  29th  of  September  1858,  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  precluded  by  the  Board's  orders  above  quoted  from 
entertaining  it,  and  also  in  the  belief  tiiat  if  a  new  building  were 
sanctioned,  not  only  would  the  large  sum  asked  for  Ije  required  for 
its  erection,  but  a  larger  allowance  than  has  hitherto  been  granted 
would    be    needed    for    its    support. 

6.  I  have,  therefore,  had  some  hesitation  in  entertaining  this 
renewal    of   tlie    same    proposition. 

7.  I  agree  with  the  Local  Agents  that  the  right  claimed  by  the 
Mutwallee  to  expend  all  savings  from  any  part  of  the  Trust  for  the 
benefit    of   any    other    part   cannot   be  recognized  ;    but  as    the    Imambarah 
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at  Moorely  appears  to  have  been  very  long  in  such  a  state  as  to 
need  re-erection,  and  as  the  surplus  proceeds  in  deposit  to  the  credit 
of  the  f)ths  share  of  the  Trust  amounts  to  Rupees  50,000,  I  am  dis- 
posed to  concur  in  their  recommendation  that  the  sum  requii'ed  for 
the  reconstruction  of  the  Kmambarah  at  Moorely,  in  Zillah  Jessore 
namely.  Ks.  8,047-3-3^,  be  speciallj'  granted  from  the  savings  in 
deposit  ;    and    therefore    submit    the    matter    for   the    orders    of   the  Board. 

I    have    tlie    honour    to    be. 
Sir, 
f,  Your   most    obedient    servant, 

fSd.)   G.    PLOWDEN, 

Commissioner. 
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Board   ok  Revenue, 
The    19th  March    1863. 


No.   47. 


Commissioner    of    lUirthvan. 


Sir, 

In  reply  to  j'our  letter  No.  440  B.,  dated  the  21st  February 
last.  T  am  desired  liy  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  inform  you  that  they 
authorize  the  Local  Agents  of  Hooghly  to  disburse  the  sum  of 
Rs.  8,047-3-35  out  of  the  savings  eftected  from  the  amount  allotted 
for  the  expenses  of  the  Hooghly  Phnambarah  for  the  reconstruction  of 
the    Emambarah  at    Mooi-ely    in    Jessore. 

I    have,   etc., 

(Sd.)    Illegible, 

Secretary. 


No.    84. 


Board   of    Revenue, 
Dated    6th   May    1863. 


Commissioner    of   Nuddea. 


Sir, 

I  am  desired  by  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  request  that 
you  will  send  up  the  names  of  8  or  10  Mahomedan  gentlemen  who 
need  not  all  be  residents  within  your  jurisdiction,  whom  you  may 
consider  qualified  to  act  as  Trustees  for  Mohanied  Mohsin's  Endow- 
ment   under    section    VII    of   Act    XX    of    1863. 

2nd. — In  sending  up  the  names  you  will  be  good  enough  to  state 
bi'iefly  the  qualifications  of  each  individual  and  your  grounds  of 
recommendation.  It  is  particularly  requested  that  your  reply  should 
be  submitted  with  the  least  possib'e  delay,  as  the  action  of  Govern- 
ment   under    the    Law    is    deferred    pending    the    receipt    of   your    report. 

I    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)  Illegiijle, 
Secretary    to   the    Board    of    Revenue. 
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No.    16.  ^ 

From 

V.    H.    ScHALCH,   Esq.. 

Commissioner    of   the    Nuddea    Division, 

To 

The    Secretary    to    the    Board    of    Revenue,    L.    P.,    Fort    William. 

Dated    Calcutta,    the    8th    May    1863. 

SlE, 

I  have  the  honour  to  state  in  reply  to  your  letter  No.  84, 
of  yesterday's  date,  that  I  have  no  personal  acquaintance  with  any 
Mahomedan  gentlemen  whom  I  could  recommend  as  qualihed  to  act 
as  trustees  for  Mohamed  Mohsin's  P^ndowment.  but  I  wilt,  if  the  Board 
desire,  endeavour  to  ascertain  who  are  considered  generally  fit  for 
that  appointment,  though  I  shall  not  of  course  be  able  to  guarantee 
their   qualifications. 

T    have    the    honour   to   be, 
Sir. 
Your    most    obedient    servant. 

(Sd.)    V.    H.    ScHALCH, 
Commissioner. 
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BoAKu   or    Kevenuk, 

I 

The    13th   May    1863. 

No.    95. 

Commissioner    of    Burdwan. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  request  that  you  will 
send  up  the  names  of  8  or  10  Mahomedan  gentlemen,  who  need  not 
all  be  residents  within  j'our  jurisdiction,  whom  you  may  consider  qualified 
to  act  as  Trustees  for  Mohamed  Mohsin's  Endowment  under  Section 
VII    of   Act    XX    of    1863. 

2nd. — In  sending  up  the  names  you  will  be  good  enougli  to  state 
briefly  the  qualificatious  of  each  individual  and  your  grounds  of  recom- 
mendation. It  is  particularly  requested  that  your  reply  should  be  sub- 
mitted with  the  least  possible  delay,  as  the  action  of  Government 
under    the    Law    is    deferred    pending   the    receipt    of   your   report. 

I    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)     Illegible, 

Secretary. 
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No.   62. 

From 

George   Plowden,    Esq., 

Commissioner    for    the    Division    of    Burdwan, 

To 

The    Secretary   to    the    Board    of    Revenue,    L.    P., 

Fort    William. 

Burdwan, 
The    30th   May    1863. 

Sir, 

In  reply  to  the  call  made  in  your  letter  No.  9.5,  dated  the  13th 
instant.  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  names  of  the  following  5 
Mahomedan  gentlemen,  whom,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Collector, 
Burdwan,  I  consider  qualified  to  act  as  Trustees  of  Mohamed  Mohsin's 
Endowment    under    Section    VII    of    Act    20    of    1863. 

2.  Kazy  Khoda  Newaj  is,  the  Collector  states,  a  gentleman  of 
very  good  family,  and  is  Zemindar  of  Mungle  Cote,  in  his  district. 
He    knows    Arabic    and    Persian. 

3.  Mowloovie  Mohamed  Zasef  is  a  man  of  respectable  family  and 
is  a  Zamindar  of  Chowghorria  in  the  same  district.  He  knows  Arabic 
and    Persian. 

4.  Moonshee  Sudderooddeen,  Zemindar  of  Bohar,  possesses  consider- 
able   property    and    is    a    man    of    intelligence. 

5.  Moonshee  Zohad  Rohim,  a  Vakil  in  Court  of  Sessions  Judge 
and    holds    high    certificates    from    many    officers. 

6.  IMoonshee  Khademally,  at  present  Sheristadar  in  office  of 
Magistrate  of  Burdwan,  is  a  man  of  considerable  acquirements  and 
great    intelligence  ;    knows    English,    Bengalee    and    Persian. 

7.  Other  names  will  follow  as  soon  as  the  reply  of  the  Collector 
of  Hooghly,  who  has,  likewise,  been  requested  to  send  up  some  names 
is    received. 

I    have    the    honour    to    be, 
Sir. 
Your    most    obedient   servant. 

(Sd.)     G.    Plowden, 

Commissioner. 
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No 

From 

C.   F.   MoNTREsoR,    Esq., 

Offg.    Commissioner    for   the    Division    of    Burdwan, 

To 

The    Secretary    to   the    Board    of    Revenue,    L.    P., 

Fort    William. 

Burdwan, 
The   6th   June    1863. 

Sir, 

In  continuation  of  my  predecessor's  letter  No.  62.  dated  the  30th 
ultimo,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  a  list  (received  from  the  Collector 
of  Hooghly)  of  Mahomedan  gentlemen  who  appear  to  be  qualified  to 
act    as    Trustees    for   the    endowments    in    Hooghly    and    Jessore. 

2.     The     Collector     was     unable    to    consult     with     the     Collector     of 
Jessore,    as    a    reply    was    required    from    him    within    two   days. 

I    have    the    honour   to   be, 
Sir, 
Your    most    obedient  servant, 

(Sd.)      C.     F.     MoNTRESOR. 

Offg.    Commissioner. 


Statement    of   Mahomedan    gentlemen    apparently    qualitied    to   act    as 
Trustees    for    the    Hooghly    Imambarah    Endowment. 

1.  Hajee  Baba  of  Chinsurah,  Barobazar  : — A  man  of  rank  and 
wealth  ;  knows  his  own  language,  Persian,  and  professes  the  Shiah 
religion. 

2nd.  Moonshee  Ameer  Allee,  Vakil  of  the  High  Court  of  Calcutta  ; 
a    learned    man    and    is    in    high    position  ;    is    a    Shiah. 

3rd.  Agga  Mirzah  Serajee  of  Calcutta,  Fauzdaree  Balakhanah.  A 
very  great  merchant  and  is  in  high  rank  ;  knows  his  own  language, 
Persian.     He    is    a    Sheah. 

4.     Mullah     Abul     Kasem     of     Calcutta,  Fauzdaree     Balakhanah.     A 

very     learned     man     and     highly     respected  and    has     high    connections, 

being   the    son-in-law   to    Hajee    Kurbellah,    a  very    wealthy     merchant    at 
Calcutta.     This    man   is   a    Sheah. 
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5.  Moobaruk  Alee  of  Chiiisiirali  IJarabazar,  a  teacher  of  tlie 
Persian  language  in  the  Hooghly  UoUege  Madrasa.  A  man  treated 
with    respect    by    the    Mahomedans,    but  has    no  riches.     He    is    a    Sheah. 

6.  Nobab  Delwarjung  of  Calcutta,  Intally,  a  descendant  of  the 
Nobab  oi  Murshidabad  ;  receives  jjension  lis.  500  ;  knows  Englisli, 
Bengalee    and    Persian  ;    a    man    of   high    family.     A    Sheah. 

7.  Syed  Mohamed  of  Calcutta,  Fauzdaree  Balakhana.  A  respect, 
able  man  ;  has  some  money  in  Co.'s  papers  ;  is  not  a  dependent  of  any 
one  ;    knows    his    own    language,    Persian,     A    Sbeah. 

8.  Meer  Mohammad  I'ukee  of  Calcutta,  Territy  Bazar.  A  Zamin- 
dar  and  Merchant.  A  man  in  rank  and  position  ;  knows  Persian.  A 
Sheah. 

9.  Hakim  Mirjah  Hadee  of  Calcutta,  Koolootolah  ;  a  man  learned 
in  the  Unany  Medical  IScience.  He  is  a  respectable  man  ;  knows 
Persian.     He    is    a    Sheah. 

10.  Sheikh  Aleejan  of  Hooghly  Im'ambazar.  He  is  a  Librarian  in 
the  Hooghly  Colh'ge  Madrasa,  and  is  the  grandson  of  Hajab  Alee 
Khan,  formerly  the  Mutwallee  of  the  Hooghly  Imambarah.  under  the 
will  of  its  Founder  ;  receives  pension  Rs.  20  from  the  Imambarah. 
Has    no   money  ;    knows    Persian.     He    is    a    Sheah. 

(Sd.)    A.    ^^    Palmek, 

Collector. 
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BOAKD    OK     RevENUK, 

The    24th   June  1863. 
No.    169. 
Captain  W.  N.  Leesj,  ^loiu.Avy  Abdool  Luteef,  Moonshee   Ameek    Ally. 

Sir, 

The  Commissioner  of  the  Hurdwan  Division  at  the  Board's 
request  and  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Collectors  of  Hooghly  and 
Burdwan  has  sent  up  the  annex^  list  of  Mahomedan  ^rentlemen. 
qualified  to  act  as  Trustees  for  tlijr  Hooghly  Imambarah  Endowment. 
I  am  desired  by  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  request  that  you  will 
favour  tliem  witli  your  opinion  as  to  their  qualifications  for  the 
appointment. 

I    have,    etc., 

(Sd.j    R.    B.    Chapman, 

Junior    Secretary. 


List    of  Mahomedan    gentlemen     qualified     to   act     as     Trustees    for    the 
Hooghly    Imambarah    Endowment. 

1.  Hajee   Khoda    Newaj — Zamindar    in    ^lunglecote    in    Burdwan. 

2.  Moulavy  Mahomed    Zasef — do.    of  Choughoriah   in  Do. 

3.  Moonshee  Sudderooddeen — do.  of    Bohar    in  Do. 

4.  ^Moonshee    Zohad    Rohim — Vakil    in    the  Court  of    Sessions   Judge 
of  Hiu-dwan. 

h.  Moonshee  Kbadim  Ally — Sheristadar  of  the  Burdwan  Magistrate's 
Court. 

6.  Hajee    Baba    of    Chinsurah,    Barobazar.  m 

7.  Moonshee    Ameer   Ally — Vakeel    of  the    Calcutta    High    Court. 

8.  Agga    ^lirza    Sherajee — Merchant,   Fauzdaree  Balakhana,  Calcutta. 

9.  Mullah    Abul    Kasem — of  do.  do. 

10.  Mobaruk   AUee     of    Chinsurah — Persian    Teacher    of    tlie    Hooghly 
College. 

11.  Xobal>    Delwarjung  of    Calcutta    (Intally). 

12.  Syed    Mohamed.    of  Foujdaree    Balakhana.    Calcutta. 

13.  Meer   Mohammed    Tukee,    Merchant.   Teritti    Bazar. 

14.  Hakim  Mii-jah   Hadee    of    Coolootolah,    Calcutta. 

15.  Sheikh    Aleejan,    Librarian    of    The    Hooghly    College. 
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From 


To 


No.   li)4. 

R.  B.  Chapman,  Esq., 

Junior    Secretartj'    to   the    Hoard    of  Revenue, 

The    Secretarj'    to    the    Government   of   Bengal. 

Four  William. 
The  29th    June   1863. 


iSlK. 


In  making  arrangements  for  carrj'ing  into  effect  the  provision 
of  Act  XX  of  1863  (to  enable  the  Government  to  divest  itself  of 
the  management  of  religious  endo.vments)  the  Board  of  Revenue  have 
had  under  consideration  the  (juestiou  of  Iiow  the  endowment  known  as 
the  Syudpore    trust  should    be    dealt   with. 

2.  The  Government  are  aware  that  from  this  trust  are  derived 
the  Revenues  which  sujiport  the  Hooghly  College  ;  and  the  interests 
involved  are  so  important  and  the  circumstances  so  peculiar  that  the 
Board  have  resolved  to  sulmiit  the  case  for  the  orders  of  His  Honour 
the    Lieutenant-Governor. 

3.  The  Trust  was  created  bj-  a  ^lahoniedan  gentleman  named 
Hajee  Mohammad  Mohsin  wlio,  by  Will  (Towliatnama),  dated  in 
Bysakh  1218,  correspou  ling  wit!i  the  year  A.D.  180(3.  devised  all 
his  property  consisting  of  Pergunna  Syudpore  and  8oobnaul,  in  Zilla 
Jessore.  with  the  Imambara,  the  Iinambazar,  and  the  market  place 
at  Hooghly.  and  sundry  personal  property  "  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving eutire  the  customary  usages  and  charges  of  the  jnous  works 
and  ceremonies  belonging  to  the  celebration  of  the  religious  rites  and 
festivals    of   the    faithful." 

4.  For  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  etiect  this  Will  he  then* 
proceeded  to  appoint  t>vo  Mutwalies,  whom  he  named,  dii-ectihg  them 
"  after  duly  discharging  the  public  revenues  of  Government  for  the 
landed  estates  bequeathed,  to  divide  the  surplus  jiroceeds  into  nine 
shares."  "'  Of  these,  three  shares  were  to  be  devoted  to  religious 
observances  and  festivals,  etc.,  two  were  to  be  divided  equally  between 
the  two  Mutwallees,  and  the  remaining  four  were  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  establishment  of  ainlahs  and  the  payment 
of  certain  pensions  and  allowances,  at  their  discretion."  "  p]ither 
Mutwally  finding  himself  incompetent  to  discharge  the  functions  im- 
posed upon  liim,  was  authorised  to  appoint  any  person  whom  he 
might    consiiler    qualified    for    the    duty    in    his    stead." 

5.  After  the  death  of  Mahomed  Mohsin  the  two  trustees  named 
in  the  Will  at  first  concealed  th(?  document  and  took  possession  of 
the  whole   property,    l)Ut    the    existence   of   the     Will    becoming    known    to 
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the  Collector  of  Jessore,  he  intervened  and  attached  the  estate  under 
Regulation  XIX  of  1810,  leaving  the  collections  and  the  management 
of  the  trust  in  the  hands  of  the  two  Mutwallis.  The  attachment 
was  made  in  1814;  but  two  years  later,  in  1816,  the  Mutwallies 
were  both  removed  for  mismanagement  and  misappropriation  of  funds, 
and  this  action  of  the  authorities  in  regard  to  them  stood  the  test 
of   an    appeal    to   the    Civil    Courts. 

6.  In  March  1817  the  estate  was  brought  under  the  immediate 
management  and  control  of  the  Collector  of  Jessore,  the  Government 
assuming  the  position  of  one  of  the  Mutwalies  required  by  the  Will. 
and  appointing  a  Mahomedan  gentleman  to  be  second  Mutawaly.  This 
gentleman  and  his  successors  have  had  no  share  allowed  to  them  in 
the  management  of  the  estates  which  have  been,  since  1817,  exclu- 
sively in  the  hands  of  the  Government.  The  greater  part  of  them 
are   permanently    let    in    Putni,    three    mauzahs    only    being   farmed. 

7.  In  its  capacity  of  Mutwaly  the  Government  has  never  appro- 
priated to  itself  the  one-ninth  share  of  the  surplus  proceeds  of  the 
estate  provided  by  the  founder's  will  for  the  personal  use  of  each 
Trustee  ;  but  has  made  over  tliis  one-ninth  share,  which  amounts  to 
a  very  considerable  sum,  for  the  support  of  the  Hooghly  College.  Of 
the  other  eight-ninth  shares  the  second  Mutawaly  receives  one  for  his 
personal  support,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  Hooghly  Local  Agents 
superintends  the  expenditure  of  the  remaining  seven-ninths  in  accord- 
ance with  the  founder's  will.  A  charitable  hospital  at  Hooghly  has 
been,  however,  perhaps  irregularly  supported  from  the  funds  under 
orders    of   the    Board    of    Revenue    since    1856. 

8.  Under  the  provisions  of  Act  XX  of  1863,  it  will  now  be 
necessary  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  take  charge  of  the  trust  and  so 
relieve  the  Government  of  all  connection  with  it.  The  Boai'd  of 
Revenue  will  shortly  submit  to  the  Government  the  names  of  the 
gentlemen  whom  they  i-eoommend  for  appointment  on  the  Committee. 
But  they  desire  meanwhile  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Government 
that,  as  soon  as  it  abdicates  its  functions  as  Mutwaly,  it  wiU  lose 
all  right  whatever  to  the  one-ninth  share  of  the  profits  of  the  estate 
which    now     goes    to   the    support   of   the    Hooghly  College. 

9.  If  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  of  opinion  that,  with  advertance 
to  the  terms  of  the  will,  translation  of  which  is  enclosed,  this  one 
ninth  share  can  rightly  be  reserved  in  making  over  the  trust  to  a 
Committee,  it  will  be  necessary  probably  to  authorize  by  an  enact- 
ment of  the  Legislature  the  setting  apart  of  such  a  portion  of  the 
landed  property  as  will  produce  a  Revenue  equal  to  one-ninth  share 
of   the    whole    for  this   pui-pose. 

I   have    the   honour   to   be, 

Sir, 
Your   most   obedient    servant. 

(Sd.)  R.   B.  Chapman. 

Junior    Secretary. 
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To 

R.    H.    Chapman,   Esq., 

Offg.    Secretary   to  the    Board    of    Revenue, 

SiK, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  j'our  letter 
No.  169,  dated  the  24th  ultimo,  and  to  submit  my  opinion  as  fol- 
lows : — 

1st. — I  beg  to  state  that  as  the  Imambarah  and  the  Estate  ai-e 
endowed  by  Hajee  Mohsin,  who  was  a  Shea,  .  it  appears  to  me  only 
right  that  Sheas  exclusively  should  be  selected  to  be  Trustees  of  his 
Endowment,  and  that  I  do  not  see  the  advisabilitj-  of  associating  any- 
youth    of   the    Soonee   persuasion    with    them   in    the  office. 

2nd. — Hajee  Khoda  Newaj,  Moulvi  Mohammad  Yusuff,  Moonshee 
Sudroodeen.  Zohaud  Raheem  and  Khadim  Ally  being  tSoonees,  cannot, 
in    my    opinion,    be    qualified    to    be    Trustees    of   a    Shea's    endowment. 

8rd. — The  gentlemen  with  the  above  exception  are  of  course  Sheas, 
but  the  trustees  of  so  very  lai-ge  estate  as  that  of  the  endowment 
should  lie  all  men  of  position,  wealth,  learning  and  educated  in  the 
laws  of  the  land.  Of  the  gentlemen  named  in  the  list  I  consider 
Mirza  Sherajee,  Hajee  Baba.  Nobab  Delwarjung,  Meer  Mohamed  Tukee 
Jouharee  to  be  qualified  for  the  proposed  office  of  Trustees  though, 
however,   they  may   not   be    learned    in   the    laws. 

4th. — In  my  opinion  it  is  not  expedient  to  appoint  many  persons 
to   the    Trust,    but    only   a    few   well    selected    men. 

I   have    the    honour    to   be, 

Sir. 
Your   most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  Ameee   Allee, 
Calcutta, 
The   6th    July    1863. 
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From 


To 


MouLvi  Abdool   Lateef   Kuan    Haiiaduh, 


R.    B.    Chapman,    Esquire, 

Offg.   Secretary,    Board    of    Revenue. 


Dated  Calcutta,  the  31st  July  1863. 


Sir, 


I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  No.  169  of  the  24th  ultimo,  and  in  compliance  with  the  request 
therein  contained,  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
that  of  the  Mahomedan  guntlemen,  recommended  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Bui'dwan,  as  qualified  to  act  as  Trustees  for  the  Hoo^hly 
Imambarah  Endowment,  under  the  Act  recently  passed  by  the  Imperial 
Legislative  Council,  Kazee  Khoda  Newaz,  Moulvie  Mohumed  Yoiisuff, 
Moonshee  Sudroodeeu.  Moonshee  Zohad  Raheem  and  Moonshy  Khadim 
Ally,  belong  to  the  Soonee  sect,  and  as  the  said  Endowment  was  left 
by  Hajee  Mohamed  Mohsin,  who  was  a  Sheah,  for  the  purposes  of 
a  purely  Sheeah  Institution,  it  .vould  not  be  just  to  the  Sheeah  Com- 
munity to  appoint  Soonees  to  act  as  Trustees  of  such  an  Institution. 
The  gentlemen  above  named  are,  thei'efore,  in  my  opinion  (although  I 
am   myself   a   Soonee)   not    qualified    for   the   purpose. 

2.  The  trustees  of  such  an  extensive,  large  and  rich  Endowment 
should,  in  my  opinion,  be  men  of  position,  wealth,  character  and  learn- 
ing, especially  as  the  management  of  such  a  heavy  trust  would  require 
in  the  Trustees  a  great  deal  of  infiuence  and  knowledge,  which  can 
only  be    acquired    bj-    wealth    and    learning. 

3.  Of  the  rest  of  the  gentlemen  named  by  the  Commissioner* 
Aga  Mirza  Sherajee  is  dead.  Hajee  liaba  Cauzranee  is  about  to  leave 
India  for  ever  and  retire  to  his  native  land  in  Persia,  where  he  has 
already    sent    his    family.  , 

4.  Meer  Muhammad  Tuckee  Juwahiree,  a  landholder  and  resident 
of  Zillah  Purneah,  is  a  very  good  and  respectable  gentleman  and  has 
been  staying  in  Calcutta  for  some  time.  Should  he  agree  to  make 
Calcutta  his  permanent  residence,  he  seems  to  me  fully  qualified  for 
the  post.  And  so  is  Moonshee  Ameer  Ally,  a  native  of  Barh  in  Patna, 
in    case    he    makes   Calcutta    his    permanent   abode. 

b.  MoUa  Abul  Kasem  is  the  most  learned  man  amongst  the  Sheas 
and  a  native  of  Persia  ;  should  he,  too,  agree  to  live  permanently  in 
Calcutta,    he    would    make  a    very   good    trustee. 

6.  Xusvab  Uelwarjung — by  which  name  I  think,  I  understand, 
Nawab    Syed    Asghur    Ally  Khali,  which    is   his  proper  designation — would 
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indeed  be  a  good  selection,  only  it'  he  had  not  already  had  some  per- 
sonal connection  with  the  aifairs  of  the  Hooghly  Imambarah.  His 
step-sister  Noorronnessa  Begum  is  the  widow  of  Wasiq  AUee  Khan,  who, 
if  I  am  rightly  informed,  claimed  the  post  of  Mutwallee  of  the  said 
Imambarah,  and  for  many  years  carried  on  litigation  with  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  present  Motwallee  on  the  latter's  appointment  to  the 
post  and  gave  them  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  His  widow,  too,  has,  I 
believe,  ever  since  his  death,  been  a  source  of  incessant  trouble  and 
annoyance  to  the  pi-esent  MotuwuUee  and  the  Imambarah  people.  Under 
such  circumstances  I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  the  present  MotuwuUee 
would  liite  the  appointment  of  her  relative  (with  whom,  I  believe,  she 
is  on  the  best  of  terms)  to  the  oflice  of  Trustee  during  her  lifetime  ; 
or    whether    the    Government    would    approve    of    such   a    nomination. 

7.  The  remaining  gentlemen,  though  possessing  great  respectability, 
are  neither  possessed  of  wealth  nor  learning  enough  to  qualify  them 
for   the    charge. 

8.  Having  so  freely  given  my  opinion  on  the  qualifications  of  the 
gentlemen  named  by  the  Commissioner,  I  now  beg  as  freely  to  recom- 
mend a  few  names,  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board  whom,  I  think, 
to    be   fully    qualified    for    the    Trust. 

1st,  Hajee  Syud  Hossain  Shoostree,  and,  2nd.  Mirza  Abdool  Cureem 
Sherazee,  who  are  at  the  present  moment  the  most  wealthy  and  in- 
fluential Persian  merchants  established  in  Calcutta.  Third,  Syud  Ally 
Ahmed  Khan,  son  of  the  late  Nowab  Hisam  Jung  of  Chitpore,  and  a 
Government  pensioner.  Fourth,  Hukeem  Moulvi  Kasim  AUj',  who,  though 
a  native  of  Delhi,  has  made  Calcutta  his  permanent  residence,  and  is 
just  now  sti lying  with  the  Mahai-ajah  of  Burdwan.  He  is  a  man  of 
great  learniag,  influence,  respectability  and  character,  and  is  posses- 
sed of  easy  circumstances.  Of  all  the  gentlemen  abovenamed,  he 
is  the  oaly  other  learned  man,  besides  Moolah  Abul  Kasim.  And  I 
think  that  amongst  the  Trustees  who  will  be  appointed,  there  ought  to 
be  at  least  one  or  two  men  of  learning.  And,  5th,  Aga  Mohamed 
Hossain  Chululpee,  son-in-law  of  the  late  Aga  Mohamed  Kurbullaee 
(Turkish  Co  isul  at  Calcutta)  and  the  executor  of  his  property  and 
manager    of    his    Imambarah    situated    in    Calcutta. 

9.  For  such  a  heavy  property  as  the  Endowment  under  notice,  I 
don't  think  a  lesser  number  than  4  persons  should  be  appointed  as 
Trustees. 


10. 
remarks. 


In     conclusion,     1     beg   to     apologize     for     the     freedom     of   my 


I    have    the    honour    to    be, 

SlE, 

Your    most    obedient    servant. 
(Sd.)  Abdool    Lateef. 
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From 

Captain   W.    N.  Lees,  ll.d., 

To 

R.  B.   Chapman,  Esq., 

Junior   Secretary   to   the    Board    of   Revenue. 

Dated    Fort   William,    the   5th    August    1863. 

Sir, 

I  must  apologize  for  having  allowed  your  letter  No.  169, 
dated  the  24th  June  last,  to  remain  so  long  unanswered.  It- got  mixed 
up  with  some  of  my  private  papers,  Mss.,  etc.,  and  I  only  succeeded 
in    laying   my    hand    on    it    yesterday. 

2.  Of  the  gentlemen  mentioned  in  the  Board's  letter,  those  only 
with  whom  I  am  personally  acquainted  are  Moonshi  Ameer  Ali  and 
Molla  Abol  Kasem.  Both  are  Shias  and  persons  of  great  respectability, 
well  fitted,  I  should  think,  to  represent  a  trust.  Aga  Mirza  Shiraze  I 
knew  ;  but    he    departed    this    life    about    a    month    ago. 

3.  The  other  native  gentlemen  mentioned,  however,  are  all  well 
spoken  of   especially    the   following  : — 

(1)  Haji    Khoda  Newaz. 

(2)  Moulvi   Mohamed    Yoosoof. 

(3)  Haji    Baba    Gazurani. 

(4)  Nawab    Delawar  Jung. 

(5)  Sayid    Mohammad. 

(6)  Meer   Mohammad    Tuqi. 

4.  The  first  two  mentioned  are  Soonnis,  while  the  endowment  is 
founded  on  the  bequest  of  a  Shiah  ;  and  although  there  is  no  legal 
objection  that  I  am  aware  of  to  a  Sooni  being  trustee  for  waqf 
property  bequeathed  by  a  Sheeah  and  vice  versa,  it  is  contrary  to  general 
practice.  Cases  have  happened,  however,  in  which  the  practice  has 
not  been  observed.  The  question  has  doubtless  been  considered  by  the 
Board. 

I    have    the   honour  to   be, 

*SlE, 

Your   most   obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  W.  N.  Lees, 
Visitor    and   Director,   Hooghly    Madrasah. 
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No.  308. 

From 

R.    B.    Chapman,    Esq., 

Offg.    Secretary   to   the   Board    of   Revenue, 

To 

The    Secretary    to   the    C4overnineut    of    Bengal. 

Dated   the    20th    August   1863. 
Str, 

In  continuation  of  paragraph  8  of  my  letter  No.  194,  dated 
the  '29th  June  last,  I  am  desired  by  the  Board  of  Revenue  to  submit 
the  following  list  of  the  Mahomedan  gentlemen  of  the  Sheah  Sect, 
whom  they  consider  to  be  qualified  to  act  as  trustees  of  the  Syedpore 
Trust   Estate. 

(1)  Moonshee    Ameer    Ali. 

(2)  Mulla  Abul    Kasim. 

(3)  Mir   Mahomed    Taki   Jowharee. 

(4)  Ha]i    iSayad    Hussen    Shoostree. 

(5)  Syad    Ali    Ahmed    Khan. 

(6)  Hakim    ^loulavy    Kasim    Ali. 

2.  In  selecting  these  gentlemen,  the  Board  have  taken  pains  to 
consult  those  whom  they  deemed  best  qualified  to  advise  them,  and 
thej^  believe  that,  if  the  gentlemen  named  are  willing  to  undertake 
the   trust,    that   the    IMahomedan    community  generally    will    be    satisfied. 
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No.    181(3. 

From 

(;.      i*.      iloHllOUKE,      Ek(]., 

Superintt'iKliMit    ami    Heiiit'inhranci'i'    of    Legal    Affairs. 

'I'o 

The    8oon'tary    to    the    Government    of    Bengal. 

Dated    the    Itltli    September    1863. 

SiK, 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  contained  in  your  office  letter 
No.  2786,  dated  10th  Ji\ly  last.  I  have  the  honour  to  express  my 
opinion  on  the  question  brought  forward  in  the  enclosed  communication 
of  the  Board  of  Revenue.  No.  194,  29th  June  1863,  that  question  being 
"  how  the  endowment  known  as  the  Syedpore  Trust  should  be  dealt 
with  "  under  the  provisions  of  Act  XX,  1863. 

2.  From  tiie  papers  before  me  and  by  references  to  a  decision  of 
the  late  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut,  22nd  September  1836,  to  correspond- 
ences of  various  dates  from  the  year  1815,  up  to  the  present  time  of 
the  Board  of  Revenue,  the  Supreme  Government,  the  Collectors  of 
Hooghly,  Jessore  and  Burdwan  and  certain  Local  Agents,  and  to  a 
Book,  Review  of  Public  Instruction,  Part  II,  published  by  Mr.  Kerr, 
then  Principal  of  the  Hooghly  College,  I  gather  that  the  Ti-ust  in 
question    was    fiirmed    in    this    wise. 

3.  In  a  Tauliyatnamah,  of  date  1213  B.  S..  1806  A.  D..  one 
Mohamed  Mohsin  devised  certain  landed  estates  in  Jessore  and  Hooghly 
"  for  pious  uses "  which  he  further  defined  to  be  "  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  entire  tin'  customary  usages  and  charges  of  the  pious  works 
and  ceremonies  belonging  to  the  celebration  of  the  religious  rites  and 
festivals  of  the  faithful,  as  observed  in  his  family  in  all  their  gener- 
ations." and  he  directed  that,  after  discharge  of  the  Government  Revenue, 
the  proceeds  of  the  Estates  devised  should  be  distrilnited  and  paid 
away   in    nine    shares    in    the    manner   following  : — 

Three  shares  to  expenses  of  the  religious  observances  of  the 
Prophet,  of  the  Mohurrum,  and  other  festivals,  and  of  the  repairs  of 
the    Imambarah    and    Burial    ground    at    Hooghly. 

Two  shares  to  two  Mutwallis  or  Trustees  in  equal  moieties  for 
their    own    use    and    enjoyment. 

Four  shares  for  the  maintaining  of  (Imambarra)  Establishments 
and  of  the  persons  named  in  a  list  accompanying  the  Deed,  and  for  the 
dispensing  of  pensions  and  allowances  to  certain  daily  pensioners  and 
others  named,  to  be  continued  or  discontinued  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Mutwallis    for   the    time    being. 

4.  In  1817  the  Government  appointed  itself  to  be  one  of  the 
Mutwallis   contemplated    by    the   Trust,    and    as    such,   took   and    has   ever 
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since     retainud     under     its    management    and    control,    all    the   proceeds    oi 
the    Trust    property. 

5.  The  whole  annual  income  irom  the  time  when  it,  came  under 
Government  management,  would  seem  to  have  been  and  to  be 
Rs.  1,(55,000  ;  the  Government  Revenue  is  Ks.  DG,000  and  deducting  the 
latter  Irom  the  former,  there  remained  a  sum  o£  Ks.  69,000  i'or  appro- 
priation annually  to  the  Trust  purposes  described  in  my  3rd  para- 
graph. 

(5.  It  is  obvious  that  in  a  Trust  containing  conditions  such  as  are 
described  above,  difficulties  would,  at  once,  be  experienced  ui  the  dis- 
tribution ol  the  iour-ninths  shares  mentioned  at  the  conclusion  of  my 
3rd  paragraph,  for  the  yearly  proceeds  of  these  shares  were  to  be 
given  to  certain  daily  Pensioners  and  others  named  in  a  List  which 
accompanied  the  Trust  deed  ;  the  gifts  might  be  continued  or  dis- 
continued at  the  will  of  the  Trustees,  and  no  provision  was  made  for 
a  continuance  of  distribution  after  the  deaths  of  any  of  the  original 
Legatees. 

7.  Accordingly  1  find  from  an  abstract  I  have  made  of  the 
accounts  of  the  fund  from  the  year  1230  to  the  present  time,  and  which 
w'ill  be  found  at  foot  of  a  statement  A,  furnished  to  me  by  the  Local 
Agents  at  Hooghly  that,  wdiilst  the  two  Mutwallis'  two-ninths  and 
the  religious  buildings'  three-ninths  shares  have  been  as  strictly  appro- 
priated throughout  as  could  be  reasonably  expected,  the  establish- 
ment and  Pensioners'  four-ninths  shares  have  not  received  more  than 
one-half  of  what  was  bequeathed  from  them,  the  rest  having  been 
I  have  reason  to  believe,  given  to  a  school,  a  hospital  and  other  such 
purposes. 

8.  It  remains,  however,  that  so  far  as  concerns  the  proceeds  of 
the  Trust  Estate  that  were  in  the  mind  of  the  Testator,  when  he 
created  the  Trust,  they  have  been  appropriated  as  far  as  could  be 
reasonably    expected    in    accordance    with    the    letter    of   the    Trust  Deed. 

9.  I  return  to  the  history  of  the  Trust  and  I  find  that  in  the 
year  1835  the  whole  subject  of  it  was  discussed  bj'  the  Governor- 
General  in  Council,  and  he  passed  a  Resolution  in  which  two  points 
were  determined  ;  first,  the  future  distribution  of  the  net  income  of  the 
Trust  property  ;  and,  secondly,  the  appropriation  and  assignment  of 
certain    balances    in    hand. 

10.  On  the  first  point  the  Governor  General  in  Council  resolved 
that  the  net  income  of  the  Trust  property  should  thereafter  be  distri- 
buted   as    follows  : — 

1    share    to   the    co-Mutawalli. 

3  shares    to   pious    purposes. 

4  shares    to   pensions,   establishments,    etc. 

1    share    to   "  general   purposes    of   a    beneficent    nature." 
9    shares    in    all. 

11.  If  you  refer  back  to  my  3rd  par^agraph  you  will  find  that  this 
distribution    is    in    exact    accordance    with    the    provisions    of    the    Trust 
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except  as  ivyanls  the  last  ssliarc  iiiciitioiicd.  Imt  tliis  last  sliaiv  again 
represents  the  ,'th  share  to  wliicli  ( Jovcrriincnt  was  entitled  in  its 
capacity  as  L)o-Muta\valli  (see  paragraph  1  abov'e)  ol'  vvhicli,  as  such  Co- 
Mutawalli,  (ioverninent  had  the  al)st)liite  disposal,  and  which,  therefore. 
Government  had  a  perfect  right  to  devoti<  to  "general  beneficent 
purposes  "    and    m    I'act    to    any    purposes    it    chose. 

12.  Although  this  Kosoliition  of  Cjovei-nnient  was  passed  in  1835, 
yet  it  would  seem  not  to  have  come  into  operation  till  1839-40,  and 
from  the  following  account  1  find  that  the  general  beneficent  purpose 
to  which  the  one-ninth  share  was  appropriated,  was  the  sui*port  of 
the    lioo^hly    College. 

'  13.  The  following  is  the  account  :  i  have  said  that  Rs.  69,000 
was  tile  net  annual  income  of  the  Trust.  I  find,  as  matters  of  facr, 
that  net  income  tiuctuated  from  l\s.  6.5,000  to  Hs.  70,000  a  year,  and 
that  the  sum  appropriated  annually  to  the  Hooghly  College  from  1839 
to  the  present  day  amounted  to  an  average  yearly  sum  of  Rs.  7,710 
representing  a  fyth  share  of  an  income  of  Rs.  69,390,  and  I  deduce  from 
these  facts,  the  conclusion  that  only  the  'jth  share  of  the  income  of 
the  Trust  Estate  has  been  at  any  time  appropriated  to  the  Hooghly 
C#llege. 

14.  On  the  second  point  of  the  Resolution  mentioned  in  my  9th 
paragraph  the  Governor  General  in  Council  determined  that  the  balances 
of  the  Trust  property  in  hand  should  be  constituted  a  ''Trust  Fund," 
the  interest  of  which  should  be  appropriated  "  to  the  purposes  of 
Education  by  the  formation  of  a  Collegiate  Institution  for  imparting 
instruction  of  all  kinds  in  the  higher  Departments  of  Education."  "subject 
to  the  condition  of  adhering  as  closely  as  possible  to  the  wishes  of 
the    Testator    on    points    on    which    they    had    been   declaimed." 

1,0.  The  accompanying  rough  account  G  explains  with  sufficient 
distinctness  the  constitution  of  these  balances,  and  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  foundation  of  them  was  a  sum  of  nearly  six  lacks,  which  was 
remitted  to  the  General  Treasury,  Calcutta,  in  1823  or  thereabouts, 
was  invested  in  Company's  paper,  stood  for  some  time  to  the  credit 
of  the  Syedpore  Trust  P^state,  was  transferred  in  1842  to  the  credit 
of  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Education,  and  is  now  represented 
by  Company's  paper  to  the  value  of  Rs.  10,3.5,000,  the  interest  of  which 
has  gone  mainly  yt\'ir  by  year  to  the  support  of  the  Hooghly  College, 
but  has  of  late  been  allowed  to  accumulate  and  to  be  reinvested. 
The  original  sum  of  six  lacks  was  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  158  of 
the  Putnee  talooks  into  which  the  Syedpore  Estate  was  split  up  on  or 
about    the    year    1821. 

16.  J  am  not  certain  that  all  the  facts  I  have  stated  above  are 
strictly  accurate  but  essentially,  I  believe,  they  are  so,  and  the  i-esult 
is  that  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Syedpore  Trust  Estate,  the  Hooghly 
College  has  derived    two  sources  of  income  : — 

First,  a  ^th  share  of  the  net  annual  income  of  the  Syedpore  Trust 
Estate,  representing  a  yearly  income  to  the  College  of  Rs.  7,710  or 
thereabouts. 
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Socomlly.  tlir  principal  ami  iiit,t>ri!st.  of  (Jonipany's  papnrs  to  t,li(> 
valii(>  dl"  Hs.  10. Ho. 000,  and  with  rcforemcc  to  these  two  sources  of 
inconio,  I  understand  that  my  opinion  is  asked  as  to  whether  or  not 
both  or  either  ol  them  must  he  made  over  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Syedpore  Trust  Estate  to  be  appointed  under  Act  XX,  1868,  or  may 
be  reserved  for  the  benefit  of  the  Hooghly  College  under  the  provi- 
sions   of    Section    21    of    the    above    Act. 

17.  The  object  of  Act  XX,  1863,  is  to  repeal  so  much  of  Regu- 
lation X,  1819.  as  relates  to  endowments  for  the  support  of  Mosques 
or  other  religious  purposes,  and  thereby  to  relieve  the  Board  of  Revenue 
of    the    duties    of    superintending — 

1st.     Lands    granted     for     the    support    of    Mosques    or     for    other 

religious    uses. 
2nd.     The    appropriation    of   endowments    made  for  the   maintenance 

of   religious    establishments. 
3vd.     The    repair    and    preservation    of    religious    buildings. 
4th.     The   appointment    of   Trustees    or   Managers. 
5th.     Generally     of     any     duties    connected     with     such     religious 

establishments. 

18.  The  Sections  of  the  Act  particularly  applying  to  the  Trust 
before  us  are  Sections  7,  12  and  21,  and  by  these  Sections  the  Board 
of  Revenue  or  Local  Agent,  immediately  on  the  appointment  of  the 
Committee  under  Section  7  is  bound  to  transfer  to  such  Committee 
"  all  landed  or  other  property  which,  at  the  time  of  appointment,  shall 
be  under  the  superintendence  or  in  the  possession  of  the  said  Board 
or  Local  Agent,  except  (Section  21)  in  any  case  in  which  the  endow- 
ment made  for  the  support  of  an  establishment  is  appropriated  partly 
to  religious  and  partly  to  secular  uses ",  in  which  case  the  Board  has 
power  to  withhold  some  portion  of  or  to  make  an  annual  charge  on 
the  property  about  to  be  transferred  in  order  to  the  application  of 
such    portion   or    such    charge    to    "  secular    uses." 

19.  To  apply  this  to  the  first  source  of  income  mentioned  in 
paragraph  14,  the  yearly  sum  of  Rs.  7,710.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
this  represents  a  part  of  "  an  endowment  made  for  the  support  of  an 
establishment",  viz..  for  the  support  of  one  out  of  two  Mutwallis,  and 
"is  (as  a  matter  of  fact)  appropriated  to  secular  uses";  but  it  is 
appropriated  not  because  the  Trust  so  wills  it,  but  because  Government 
constituted  itself  a  Mutwalli.  because  as  such  Mutwalli,  Government 
drew  the  above  sum  "for  its  own  use  and  enjoyment",  and  because 
the  use  the  Government  chose  to  make  of  it  was  to  appropriate  it  to 
a    secular   purpose. 

20.  By  the  new  Act,  however.  Government  must  cease  to  be  a 
Mutwalli  {i.e.,  a  person  appointed  to  the  care  and  management  of  a 
religious  building  or  endowment,  Wilson's  Glossary,  page  359)  and  the 
income  which  Government  derived  as  Mutwalli  must  pass  with  the 
office  itself  to  some  other  Mutwalli  to  be  appointed  under  the  Trust 
and  cannot,  therefoi-e,  in  my  judgment,  be  reserved  for  the  benefit  of 
the    Hooghly    College    under    Section    21    of   the    Act. 
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l'1.  Tlicn  as  to  tlio  st'coiid  source  ol'  income  inontioiiod  in  para- 
graph 14,  tho  principal  and  interest  ou  Company's  paper  to  the  value 
of  Rs.  10,35,000.  There  is  no  doubt,  1  think,  l)ut  that  the  Syedpore 
Estate  was  bequeathed  for  religious  uses  only,  and  that  the  sum  above- 
mentioned  was  derived  from  tlie  above  Estate  principally  from  the 
sale  of  the  Putnees  created  on  tlie  Estate  ;  but  there  is  also  no  doubt, 
first,  that  the  Testator  never  contemplated  that  there  would  be  such 
a  sum  as  this,  disposable  under  the  Trust  (for  the  Putnees  were  creat- 
ed long  after  his  death);  and,  secondly,  that  all  such  proceeds  as 
were  contemplated  by  the  Testator  have  been  from  first  to  last  appro- 
pi'iated    in    accordance    with    the    letter    at    least    of   the    Trust. 

2:3.  The  money  now  treated  of  was  a  something  over  for  which 
the  Testator  had  made  no  provision,  because  he  had  not  contemplated 
it  ;  and  though  it  may  be  considered  a  mistake  that  the  Government 
of  the  day  in  1835  should  have  appropriated  this  money  to  secular 
rather  than  to  religious  uses,  and  these  secular  uses  such  as  the 
Testator  could  not,  in  my  judgment,  be  held  to  have  contemplated, 
yet  the  act  of  appropriation  was  certainly  disinterested  and  the  object 
a  good  one.  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  court  of  equity'  would  now 
consent  to  interfere  with  sucii  an  act  ;  and  when  that  property,  which 
the  Testator  had  in  contemplation  when  he  created  the  endowment, 
has  been  all  along  appropriated  in  accordance  with  the  letter  of  the 
Trust  as  far  as  was  possible,  and  is  made  over  not  only  intact,  l)ut  in 
a  much  more  flourishing  state  than  wdien  it  was  tirst  created,  I  do  not 
think  any  action  would  lie  against  Government  for  the  recovery  of 
the  founded  property  now  under  discussion  ;  at  the  same  time,  however, 
1  am  bound  to  point  out  that,  under  Section  12,  Act  XX.  1863,  the 
Boai-d  of  Revenue  or  the  Local  Agent  as  Trustee,  are  expressly  liable 
for    acts    done    previous    to    transfer. 

23.  As  regards,  then,  this  sum  of  Rs.  10,35,000,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  it  may  be  retained  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  now  appro- 
priated, but  no  special  reservation  of  it  would  seem  necessary  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  21  of  the  Act,  as  it  is  not  and  has  not  been 
for  some  years  under  the  superintendence  or  in  possession  of  the 
Board  of  Revenue  or  Local  Agent  within  the  meaning  of  Section  12  of 
the    Act. 

24.  In  order  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  case  as  I  look 
upon  it,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  documents  for  the  consider- 
ation of  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  viz..  Statements  and 
Papers  marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  E,  and  Kerr's  Review  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion   (see    page    95)     and    request   their    return    when    no  longer   needed. 
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No.   2034. 

From 

C.    P.    HOBHOUSE,    Esq., 

Superintendent    and    Reniemljrancer   of   Legal   Affairs, 

To 

The    Secretary    to   the    Government    of    Bengal. 

Dated    the    15th    October    1863. 

SlK, 

In  continuation  of  my  letter  No.  1816,  of  the  19th  ultimo,  I  have 
the  Jionour  to  mention,  for  the  information  of  His  Honor  the  Lieute- 
nat-Governor  that  since  writing  the  above  letter,  I  have  had  access 
to  the  Government  orders  of  1835,  referred  to  ;in  my  paragraph  9. 
of  which  I  had  then  only  seen  extracts  in  Kerr's  Book,  and  that  I 
have  thence  learnt  certain  additional  facts  which  have  caused  me  to 
alter,  very  materially,  the  opinion  given  in  the  case  of  the  Syedpore 
Trust. 

2.  I  remarked  in  my  last  letter  that  the  weak  point  in  the 
Syedpore  Trust  Deed  was  that  point  of  it  which  gave  the  Trustees 
for  the  time  being  full  power  to  discontinue  the  pensions  and 
allowances  payable  out  of  f,  ths  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Trust  Estates, 
and  made  no  provision  for  a  continuation  of  the  said  pensions  and 
allowances,  when  for  any  cause  they  should  cease  to  be  payable  to 
the    original   pensioners. 

3.  I  noted  in  my  former  letter  that  the  Government  was  duly 
constituted  a  Trustee  under  Regulation  XIX,  1810,  and  I  now  learn 
that  in  1835  the  Government  as  such  Trustee  exercised  the  power  of 
discontinuing  all  the  pensions  that  had  lapsed,  i.e.,  it  did  not  revive 
them    in    any    new    pensions    but    otherwise    appropriated    them. 

4.  I  was  not  aware  of  this  fact  before,  but  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  all  that  the  Government  had  appropriated  in  1835,  and  thence 
forward,  were  the  one  Co-Mutwalli's  share  of  one-ninth  and  the 
proceeds    of   the    sale   of   the    Putnees. 

5.  This  fact  makes  a  material  difference,  for  it  is  quite  clear 
that  Government,  standing  in  the  place  of  the  original  Trustees,  had 
the  power  under  the  Deed  to  discontinue  the  pensions,  and  inasmuch 
as  the  Deed  made  no  provision  for  the  appropriation  of  that  which 
was  discontinued,  the  Government  had  the  further  power  of  appropriating 
the  pensions  discontinued  as  it  thought  lit,  "  subject,"  as  the  Govei-n- 
ment  itself  puts  it,  "  to  the  condition  of  adhering  as  closely  as 
possible  to  the  wishes  of  tlie  Testator  in  points  on  which  they  had 
been    declared." 
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6.  Now  the  wishes  of  the  Testator  had  not  l)een  declared  on  the 
point  of  the  disposal  of  the  pensions  which  the  Trustees  had  the  power 
to  discontinue,  and  therefore,  I  hold  that  such  pensions  as  have  been 
disposed  of  by  Cxovernnient  wliile  acting  as  Trustees  may,  in  accord- 
ance   witli    tlu'    opinion    given    in    my    22nd    paragraph,    be    now    retained. 

7.  But  there  are  two  otlier  facts  which  have  now  come  to  my 
knowledge  also  for  the  first  time,  and  they  are  these,  that  tlie  Gov- 
ernment has  never  acted  as  a  Co-Mutawaili,  but  simply  in  the  place 
of  tlie  two  ]\lutawallis  appointed  under  the  Trust  Deed,  and  that  the 
Mutwalli  appointed  by  Government  is  simply  their  Agent  or  Manager 
to  whom  they  have  given  a  one-ninth  share  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
Estate,  not  as  his  right  under  the  Trust  Deed  but  as  a  salary  suitable 
to   his    duties,    his    position,    and    his    responsiblities. 

8.  Whethei-  or  not  the  appointment  of  this  one  Mutwalli  or 
Agent,  in  the  place  of  two  such  persons  for  whom  tlie  Trust  Deed 
made  provision,  was  in  accordance  with  the  Trust  is  not  now 
questionable,  for  the  decision  of  the  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut  of 
22nd  September  1836,  ruled  that  it  was  and  the  facts  remain  that  at 
this  moment  the  Trust  is  managed  legally  in  this '  way,  viz.,  by 
Government,  through  the  Board  of  Revenue  and  its  Local  Agent,  and 
by  a  Manager,  called  a  Mutwalli,  in  subordination  to  that  Agent,  on  a 
salary   fixed    at    one-ninth    of   tlie    net    proceeds    of   the    Trust    Estate. 

9.  This  brings  the  Trust  under  the  provisions  of  Section  3,  Act 
XX,  1863,  and  the  change  that  has  now  to  be  made  under  Section  8 
is  this.  A  committee  has.  to  take  the  place  and  to  exercise  the 
powers  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  and  the  Local  Agent,  and  has  to 
perform  all  the  duties  imposed  on  such  Board  and  Agent,  subject  to 
the    special    provisions    of    Section    21. 

IQ.  WJiat  the  Board  and  Agent  has  done  hitherto,  the  Committee 
will  have  to  do  hereafter,  and  what  is  that  ?  To  employ  a  Mutwalli 
or  Manager  on  a  salary  of  one-ninth  the  net  proceeds  of  the  Estate 
to  superintend  religious  observances,  to  spend  three-ninths  of  the  net 
proceeds  on  these  observances,  on  the  burial  ground,  and  on  the 
Lnambarah  ;  to  spend  a  part  of  the  four-ninths,  (on)  establishments, 
pensions  and  in  one  or  two  other  modes  not  yet  clearly  ascertained, 
and  to  s])end  the  balance  of  these  four-ninths  and  another  one-ninth 
on    tlie    Hooghly  College,   and  generally    on    education. 

11.  This  is  what  the  Board  and  the  Agent  seem  to  have  been 
doing  and  what  the  Committee  would,  prima  facie,  have  to  do  except 
for  the  provisions  of  vSection  21  of  the  Act,  and  the  question  is,  can 
any  action  be  taken  under  that  section  to  set  apart  any  and  what 
portion    of   the    endowed    property    for  seculai'    purposes. 

12.  I  think  still  that  the  endowment  was  for  religious  purposes 
only.  I  observe  that  it  was  so  claimed  by  Government  in  the  suit  of 
October  1825,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  since  the  year  1817,  the 
Govei'nment  has  been  in  the  place  of  Trustees  of  the  endowment  and 
has    so    far    deviated    under  the    sanction    of   the  Courts,  from  the  original 
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Trust,  that  it  has  allotted  only  ono-iiintli  instead  of  two-ninths  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  Estate  to  the  use  of  one  instead  of  two  Mut- 
wallis 

18.  Thus  ono-ninth  biM^anio  legally  at  the  disposal  of  Government. 
Then  a  part  of  four-ninths  also  became  at  its  disposal  legally  by  lapse 
of  pensions,  and  the  sum  of  these  shares  the  Government  appropriated 
to  secular  uses,  and  so  I  think  there  has  been  de  facto  and  de  jure, 
an  apjiropriation  of  this  endowment  "  partly  to  religious  and  partly  to 
secular  uses  "  within  the  meaning  of  Section  21,  and  it  follows  that 
the  Board  of  Revenue  in  making  over  the  Trust  to  the  Committee 
are  at  libertj'  to  retain  so  much  of  the  endowment  of  it  as  has 
hitherto   been    appropriated    by    the    Board    to  secular    uses. 
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No.  4036. 
From 

F.    R.    COCKEKKLL,    EsQ., 

Offg.  Secretary   to   the  Government    of   Bengal, 

To 

The    Secretary    to    the    Doard    of    Revenue. 

Bhaugalpore,  the  30th  October     1863. 

SlK, 

The    Lieutenant-Governor    having    had     under    his     consideration 

No.  19-t,  dated  tl.e  2911,  J,mt.     r^^"-'   letters    noted     on    the     margin,    regarding 

^^^^-  „.„  .     .  ,     -.,. .    .  *lie    disposal    of    the    Syedpore    Trust    under  the 

No.  308,  dated  the  20tli   Augu-st 

1863.  provisions     of     Act    XX     of    1863,  as    well  as  a 

report  on  the  subject  from  the  Superintendent  and  Remembrancer  of  Legal 
Affairs,  a  copy  of  which  and  of  its  enclosures,  is  herewith  forwarded, 
has  desired  me  to  communicate  to  you  the  following  observations  and 
orders   for   the   information    and   guidance    of  the   Board    of  Revenue. 

2.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  is  of  opinion  that  the  case  of  the 
Syedpore  Trust  is  one  which  clearly  comes  within  the  scope  and  pro- 
visions of  Section  21  of  Act  XX  of  1863,  and  must  be  dealt  witli 
accordingly. 

3.  Neither  in  its  express  provisions  nor  in  the  etymological  meaning 
or  ordinary  acceptation  of  the  words  is  the  Tauleatnamah  or  Deed 
of  Trusteeship  restricted  to  religious  purposes,  nor  are  the  functions 
of  the  ]\Iutwallis  confined  to  the  superintendence  or  Trusteeship  of  a 
religious  endowment.  A  Tauliyatnamah  is  a  Deed  of  Trusteeship  and  a 
Mutwalli  is  a  Trustee,  in  the  most  general  sense  of  the  words  ; 
and  though  the  word  "  Mutwalli  "  is  ordinarily  used  to  mean  the  Trustee 
of  a  religious  or  of  charitalde  endowment,  or  of  one  j)artaking  of  both 
characters,  it  is  certain  that  in  this  latter  case,  the  duties  of  a  Mut- 
walli may  be  quite  as  miicli  of  a  secular  as  of  a  religious  character. 
It  does  not,  thei-efore,  seem  to  His  Honour  that  any  sound  argument 
in  favour  of  the  exclusively  religious  character  of  the  endowment 
can  be  based  on  the  fact  that  the  Deed  by  which  this  Trust  was 
constituted  is  called  a  Tauliyatnamah,  or  that  the  Trustees  named  in 
the    Deed   are   called   Mutwallis. 

4.  As  to  the  express  provisions  of  the  Deed,  the  Testator  declares 
in  the  first  instance  that  he  has  bequeathed  his  property  for  pious 
uses  (the  word  "  pious "  bearing  a  much  more  comprehensive  meaning 
than  the  word  "religious"  as  used  in  the  Act);  and  then  he  goes  on 
to  say  that  because  ho  has  no  children  or  relations  to  succeed  as 
his     legal     or     lineal     heirs    for    the    purpose     of    preserving    entire    the 
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customary  usages  and  charges  of  tlu;  pious  works  and  ceremonies, 
belonging  to  the  celebration  oL'  the  religious  rites  and  festivals  of 
the  faithful,  which  had  always  been  observed  in  his  family,  and  which 
he  proposed  to  continue  ;  therefore,  he  has  bequeathed  the  property 
for  the  sake  of  God,  to  be  disposed  of  as  thereinafter  directed,  and 
for  that  purpose  has  appointed  two  persons  to  lie  Mutwallis,  and 
has  made  over  the  property  to  them  in  order  tliat,  with  each  other's 
assistance  and  co-operation,  they  may  perform  tlie  business  entrusted 
to  them  according  to  certain  directions.  And  then  follow  the  specific 
directions    of    the    Trust. 

5.  The  Mutawallis,  after  paying  the  Government  Revenue,  were  to 
divide  the  surplus  into  nine  shares  ;  they  were  first  to  appropriate 
three  shares  to  the  expenses  of  the  religious  observances  for  the 
Prophet  and  his  descendants,  for  the  other  appointed  festivals,  and  fo^ 
the  repairs  of  the  Imambara  and  burying  ground  ;  they  were  then 
to  appropriate  two  shares  to  themselves  in  equal  shares  for  their 
own  use,  and  four  shares  for  maintaining  the  Amlah  and  Establish- 
ment, and  the  persons  whose  names  were  written  in  a  separate  list  ; 
and,  in  disposing  of  the  pensions  and  allowances  to  those  nominated 
to  receive  them,  they  (the  Mutawallis)  were  to  exercise  their  discre- 
tion and  authority  either  to  continue  or  discontinue  them  as  they 
might  think  proper.  Lastly,  in  the  event  of  either  Mutwalli  finding 
himself  incompetent  to  discharge  his  duties,  he  was  authorizad  to 
appoint  any  person  whom  he  might  consider  qualified  for  the  duty  in 
his   stead. 

6.  It  is  quite  clear  from  this  that,  under  the  Trust  Deed,  only 
three-ninths  of  the  surplus  was  bequeathed  for  exclusively  I'eligious 
uses  ;  that  four-ninths  was  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  for  secular  uses  ; 
and  that  the  remaining  two-ninths  was  partly  for  religious  and  partly 
for  secular  uses.  Moreover,  as  observed  by  the  Government  in  1835, 
the  Mutwallis  were  vested  with  an  alisolute  power  of  determining 
upon  the  appropriation  of  the  funds  under  the  Trust  Deed  or  Will, 
and  had  full  authority  to  sanction  or  resume,  at  any  rate  within  the 
limits  of  the  four-ninths,  this  implying  that  they  were  to  stand 
entirely  in  the  place  of  the  Testator  in  all  doubtful  or  unspecified 
cases. 

7.  The  Government  in  time  succeeded  to  the  full  authority  and 
powers  assigned  by  Hadjee  Mohamed  Mohsin  to  the  two  Mutwallis 
and  appointed  an  Agent  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  Endowment. 
The  representatives  of  the  original  Mutwallis  disputed  the  right  of 
Government  to  inter-fere  and  during  the  litigation  that  ensued  a  large 
accumulation  of  funds  took  place,  and  was  duly  invested.  In  1835 
the  position  of  the  Government  having  been  affirmed  by  a  judicial 
decree,  it  deemed  itself  fully  empowered  to  determine  upon  the 
appropriation  of  the  funds  subject,  of  course,  to  the  condition  of 
adhering  as  closely  as  possible  to  the  wishes  of  the  Testator  in  points 
on  which  they  have  been  declared.  Accordingly  three-ninths  of  the 
income  was  assigned  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  Imambarah ;  one- 
ninth     was    assigned    to    the    Agent    or    Mutawalli   appointed    by    Govern- 


388 


ment  ;  and  ono-nintli  was  rctaint-d  l)y  tlip  (Tovornineiit  to  he  applied 
to  pnrposf'S  of.  a  beneficent  nature.  It  will  he  observed  that  it  is 
the  Government  that  stands  in  tlie  place  (»l"  the  two  Mutawallis 
appointed  under  the  Trust  Deed,  appropriating  to  itself  the  two-ninths 
set  apart  l>y  tlie  Testator  for  the  use  of  the  Mutawallis  ;  and  that 
the  person  who  is  called  Mutawalli  is  not  one  of  tlie  Mutawallis 
appointed  under  the  Trust  Deeil,  but  simply  an  Agent  or  Mutawalli 
appointed    and    paid    by    the    Government. 

8.  The  other  four-ninths  of  tlie  income  appropriated  by  the  Testator 
to  Pensions  and  Establishment  was  to  remain  burdened  with  those  charges, 
and  as  the  Pensions  lapsed,  they  were  to  be  added  to  the  general  fund 
and    devoted    to  general    purposes. 

9.  Accordingly  it  was  declared  that  in  pursuance  of  these  princi- 
ples there  remained  at  the  disposal  of  Government  for  general  purposes 
of   a    beneficent    nature  : — 

1st. — One-ninth  of   the    annual    income  from    Zemindaree. 

2nd. — The    lapsed    pensions,    etc. 

3rd. — The  entire  amount  arising  from  the  interest  on  the  accumu- 
lated fund.  And  the  Government  directed  that  after  setting  apart  from 
this  last  mentioned  fund  such  amount  as  might  be  necessarj^  to  provide 
appropriate  buildings,  including  the  charge  of  rebuilding  or  repairing  the 
Imambarah  and  other  religious  edifices,  if  it  should  be  necessary  to 
renew  these,  the  whole  of  the  remainder  should  be  considered  as  a 
Trust  Fund,  the  interest  of  which  with  the  other  items  might  be  ap- 
propriated   to    the    purposes    of   education. 

10.  This,  in  all  essential  particulars,  represents  the  existing  relation 
of  Government  to  the  Trust  property  and  to  the  religious  Endowmemt 
maintained  out  of  a  portion  of  the  income  derived  from  that  property. 
And  there  is  no  necessity  for  disturbing  this  relation  further  tlian  is 
absolutely   required    by  the  provisions   of    Act    XX  of    1863. 

11.  The  religious  Establishment  maintained  out  of  a  portion  of  the 
Trust  property  is  one  whereof  the  Superintendent  is  nominated  by  the 
Government.  Special  provision  must,  therefore,  be  made  for  it  under 
Sections  3  and  7  of  the  Act.  A  Committee  must  be  appointed  to  take 
the  place  and  exercise  the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  and  of  the 
Local  Agents,  and  when  appointed,  will  perform  all  the  duties  of  the 
Board  and  the  Agents  except  in  respect  of  property  specially  provided 
for   under    Section    21   of   tiie  Act. 

12.  Under  Section  21  the  Hoard  is  to  determine  what  portion  (jf 
the  land  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  Trust  is  to  remain  under 
its  own  superintendence  for  application  to  secular  uses,  and  what  por- 
tion shall  be  transferred  to  the  Committee.  The  Lieutenant-Govej-nor 
is  of  opinion  that  the  Board  should  make  over  to  the  Committee  only 
the    Imambarah    at    Hooghly,    and    the    Garden,    Bazar,   and    other  gi-ounds 
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adjoining  it,  and  sIkhiUI  keep  the  Syedporo  P>state  in  its  own  hands 
paying  periodically  lo  the  Committee  three-ninths  of  th(j  income  for  the 
expenses  of  the  religious  observances  for  the  Prophet  and  his  decedants,  for 
the  other  appointed  festivals,  and  for  the  repairs  of  the  Tmambarali  and 
the  burying  gi-ound  ;  one-nintli  for  the  use  of  the  Agent  or  Superintendent  ; 
and  so  much  of  foui--ninth  as  may  pro])erly  be  devoted  to  the  p!\yment 
of   establishments    connected    with    the    Imambarah. 

13.  On  this  point  I  am  to  remark  that  there  is  a  want  of  informa- 
tion in  the  japers  submitted  to  the  Government.  The  Board  should 
carefully  revise  the  existing  list  of  Establishments  and  Pensioners,  distin- 
guishing between  such  as  properly  belong  to  the  Imambarah.  and  such 
as,  l>eing  of  a  ]3urely  charitable  or  secular  nature,  may  continue  to  be 
paid  my  the  Local  Agents.  The  amount  annually  payable  on  the  former 
account  being  once  fixed  may  be  considered  as  a  permanent  annual  charge 
on'the  Trust  Funds  payable  eveiy  year  to  the  Committee  in  addition  to 
three-ninths  and  one-ninth  of  the  net  income  of  the  Syedpore  Estate 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph.  When  this  amount  is  fixed,  and 
the  Board  are  ]irepared  to  make  over  the  property  in  due  form  to  the 
Commictee,    the    Members    will    l)e,   at    once,  appointed. 

14.  The  Board  are  also  requested  to  investigate  the  accounts  of 
the  Collector  of  Jessore  and  the  Local  Agents,  and  to  prepare  a  schedule 
of  the  local  demands  on  the  remainder  of  the  four-ninths  of  the  income 
of  the  Syedpore  Estate  after  discharging  the  Government  Revenue.  All 
moneys  accruing  annually  in  excess  of  these  demands,  together  with  the 
one-ninth  payable  to' Government  as  Trustee,  and  any  balance  now  in  the 
Collector's  hands,  should  be  remitted  to  the  Deputy  Accountant,  in  oi-der 
that  they  may  be  added  to  the  general  fund  and  invested  iu 
Government    Securities. 

15.  His  Honour  has  no  doubt  that  the  Government  was  perfectly 
justified  in  devoting,  as  it  did  in  1835,  the  accumulated  fund  to 
genei'al  purposes  of  beneficence,  and  that  neither  the  Agent  (]\Iutawalli) 
nor    any    one    else    has    a    claim    to    any   part    of    it. 

16.  The  mode  in  which  the  general  fund  shall  be  dealt  with 
hereafter,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  proposes  to  consider  in  connection 
with  the  recent  Reports  that  have  been  made  on  the  College  of 
Mohamed    j\Iohsin    at    Hooghly. 

17.  I  am  to  add  that  it  will  Ije  necessary,  in  making  over  the 
Endowment  to  the  Committee,  to  recite  in  distinct  terms  the  position 
of  the  Government  relatively  to  the  Endowment  and  the  footing  on 
which  it  is  made  over  to  them.  Care  must  l,>e  taken  to  avoid  the 
serious  errors  into  which  the  Board  and  the  Legal  Remembrancer 
appear  to  have  fallen  in  supposing,  first,  that  Hadjee  Mohamed  ]\Iohsin 
bequeathed  his  property  to  Trustees  only  for  the  purpose  of  preserv- 
ing entire  the  customary  usages  and  charges  of  the  pious  works  and 
ceremonies  belonging  to  the  celebration  of  the  religious  rites  and 
festivals    of   the    faithful  ;    and,     second,     that    the    Government    in    1817. 

390 


after    the     removal     of   the    ^Iiitwallis,    assumed    the    position    of   only    one 
of   them,    and    pointed    a    Mahomedan    gentleman    to    be    second    Mutawalli. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Sd).  F.  R.  COCKERELL, 
Oftg.  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal. 


No.  4037. 


Copy  of  the  above  letter  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the 
Superintendent  and  Remembrancer  of  Legal  Affairs,  with  .reference  to 
his    letter    No.    1816,    dated    the    19th   ultimo. 

(Sd).  F.  R.  COCKERELL, 
Oftg.  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal. 

FoKT  William, 
The  30th  October    1863. 
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Board  of  1?kve\ue. 
Dated  the  3rd  January  1870. 

No.  lA. 

To  MouLVEE  Abdool,  Luteef  Khan  Bahauoor. 

Sir, 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  31st  July  1863,  I  am  directed 
to  inform  you  that  on  your  recommendation  Hadjee  Syed  Hossen 
Shoostree  and  Hakim  Moulvi  Kasaim  Ali  were  asked  by  the  Boai-d  in 
October  last  to  act  as  Trustee  under  Act  20  of  1863,  to  the  Sj-edpore 
Trust  Estate,  but  no  reply  has  yet  been  received,  though  two  reminders 
have  been  forwarded  through  you  to  them.  I  am  accordingly  to  request 
that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  furnish  this  office  with  the  address 
of  these  gentlemen  so  as  to  enable  the  Board  to  communicate  direct 
with    them    on    the    subject. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Sd).  Illegible, 


Secretary'. 
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To 

T.  }}.  Lane,  E,sq., 

OfFg.  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  Calcutta, 

Agra,    the    26th    January    1870. 

Sii:, 

In  reply  to  your  letter  No.  lA  of  the  3rd  instant  which  has 
followed  nie  here,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  for  your  information 
that  of  the  two  gentlemen  named  by  you.  one  Hajee  Syed  Hossain 
Shoostree  has  died,  and  the  other  Hukeem  Moulve'  Kassim  Ali,  is  in 
the  employ  of  the  Maharaja  of  Hurdwan  and  resides  at  IJurdwan. 
The  letters  received  liy  me  to  the  address  of  those  gentlemen  were 
forwarded  i^y  me  to  the  liukeem  at  Burdwan  and  to  the  son  of  the 
deceased    Hajee    at    (Calcutta. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he, 

Sll!. 

Vour  most  obedient  servant, 
(Sd).  ABDUOL  LIJTEEF,  Khan  Bahaduk 
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RoAKD  OF  Revenue, 
Dated  the  9th  Februaw  1870. 


No.    20  A. 


Hakeem    Mori.vEE    Kaseem    All 

Burdwan. 

SiK. 

Kei'erriug  to  this  office  Xo.  4196  A  of  27th  October  last, 
forwarded  to  you  by  Moulvee  Abdool  Luteef.  Khan  Bahadur,  I  am 
directed  liy  the  Board  to  request  that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  let 
them  know  on  an  early  date  whether  you  will  act  as  one  of  the 
Committee    of    Trustees    to   the    Syedpore    Trust    Estate. 


I    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)  Illegible, 

Oflfg.    Secretary. 
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ThANSLATION. 

To 

The    Board    of    Revenue. 

Mj'  compliments  to  you — beg  to  state  that  I  am  very  much 
honoured  with  your  letter  and  I  wrote  u  replj'  to  it  which  I  hope 
you  have  received.  I  also  send  you  this  note  to  say  that,  unless 
I  know  where  is  Syedpore  and  other  particulars  regarding  it,  I  cannot 
give  an  answer  to  j'our  letter,  besides  I  have  very  little  time  to  spare 
for  the  present,  eniploj^ed  as  I  am  as  a  Hakim.  However,  when  I 
know  all  tha  particulars  from  you  I  shall  write  a  reply.  In  tlie 
meantime    I    anxiously    wait    for   the    required    particulars. 


The    end    2oth    Februarv    IS 70. 


(8d.)  KASSLM   ALLY, 

Hakim. 
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Board  of  Revenuk, 
Dated  the  7th  March  1870. 

No.    32  A. 

To 

^loUl.VKE     KA!r(<IM     Al.LY. 

Sir. 

With  reference  to  youi-  letter  dated  the  25th  ultimo,  I  am 
directed  to  forward  herewith  for  your  perusal  a  memo,  containing  the 
information    asked    for    regarding   the    Syedpore    Trust    Estate. 

T    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)  Illegible, 

Secretary. 


TALIYATNAMA. 

Under  a  Taliyatnama  executed  by  Hajee  Mohamed  Mohsin  the 
income  derival)le  from  an  Estate  known  as  the  Syedpore  Estate  in 
Zillah  .Jessore,  under  a  judicial  decree  was  affirmed  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  183.5,  and  in  accordance  with  the  Trust,  the  Board  were 
directed  to  transfer  to  a  Commit  tei^  of  Mahomedan  gentlemen  the 
Imambarah  at  Hooghly  and  the  garden,  bazar  and  other  grounds  adjoin- 
ing it.  paying  periodically  to  the  Committee  three-ninths  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  Syedpore  Estate  for  expenses  on  account  of  religious 
observances,  nne-ninth  for  the  use  of  the  Agent  or  Superintendent  and 
so  much  of  four-nintlis  (which  has  been  estimated  at  Rs.  707-10-8  per 
mensem)  as  may  properly  be  devoted  to  the  payment  of  Establishment 
connected    with    the    Imamliarah. 

Moonshee  Ameer  Alii  has  already  consented  to  act  as  one  of  the 
Committee    of   Trustees. 
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To 

M.    D.    Mangles,    P:sq.. 

Officiating    Secretary    tci   the    Board    of    Revenue.    L.    P. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  reply  to  your  hotter  No.  32  A.,  dated 
the  7th  March,  and  in  accordance  to  the  requisition  contained  therein 
I  will  have  no  objection  in  accei)ting  the  Honour  which  may  be  con- 
ferred on  me  "as  being  one  of  the  Committeeis  to  the  Syedpore  Estate" 
as    proposed. 

T    have    the    lionour    to    be, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient   servant. 

(Sd.)  HAKI^  MOULVEE  KASSIM  ALL 

Calcutta, 
The   12th  April   LS70. 
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BoAKD  OF  Revenue  ; 
Dated  80th  April  1870. 

No.  66  A. 


To 


MouLTi  Abdool  Lateef,    Khan    Bahadur. 


Sir. 


With     reference     to      j'our      letter     dated       the       26th      January 
last,    I    am   directed    to   inform   you    that    out  of 

1."   Moonshee  Ameer  Ali.  i  •       *  i  '       ■  111 

2.  Mulla  Abul  Kasim.  the  SIX     gentlemen  who    were  nominated  by  the 

I:  S-t^a  Hu^ll  sS;:;^.       Board  on   the  recommendation  contained   in  your 

5.  Syed  AJi  Alimed  Khan.  letter    of   the    31st   July     1863.    for    appointment 

6.  Hakim  Moulvi  Kasim  Ali.  1  /->  1  r       1         n  • 

i)y  Government  as  members  of  the  Committee 
for  the  Syedpore  Trust,  the  services  of  only  two,  viz.  jMoonshee  Ameer 
Ali  and  Hakim  Moulvi  Kasim  Ali,  are  available.  As.  however.  Act 
XX  of  1863  require  such  committee  appointed  under  its  provisions  to 
be  composed  of  at  least  3  members,  I  am  directed  to  request  that 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  suggest  some  INIahomedan  gentlemen  of  the 
Shia    sect   to   be    the    third    member. 

2.  As  the  wishes  of  any  gentleman  you  may  recommend  would 
have  to  be  consulted,  it  would  perhaps  be  as  well,  if  you  mentioned 
two  or  three  names,  so  that  if  the  first  selected  refused  to  act,  a 
reference  could  be  made  to  any  of  the  others.  You  are  also  requested 
to  be  so  good  as  to  state  in  sending  up  the  names  in  what  order  the 
ofi'ers    of   appointment   should,    in    your    opinion,    be    made. 

An    early    replj'   is    requested. 

I    have,    etc.. 

(Sd.)    Im.egihle. 

Oflg.    Secretary. 
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From 


To 


SiK, 


No.  !)i. 

C  T.  IJi'CKLANi),   Esq.. 

OoniMiissioner    of    tlie    Bunlwan    Division, 

The    Secretary    to   the    l>oarJ    of    Revenue. 

Tlie  3rd  May  1870. 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  the  information  of  the 
Board  of  Revenue  a  report  regarding  the  repairs  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambarah,  which  have  been  executed  at  a  cost  of  10,000  Rupees 
under    the    following   circumstances. 

2.  On  the  21st  October  1868,  the  Local  Agents  of  Hooghly  brought 
to  the  notice  of  this  office  the  wretched  state  of  disrepairs  into  which  the 
Emambarah  had  been  allowed  to  fall,  as  no  repairs  had  Ijeen  attempted 
since  its  erection  about  20  years  ago.  The  plastering  had  crumbled 
from  the  walls,  the  cornices  in  many  places  were  broken,  and  the 
painting  had  become  dim  and  defaced.  The  roofs  of  several  rooms 
were  injured  and  the  foundation  of  one  corner  had  given  way.  They 
also  stated  that  the  ^lutwfillee  had  informed  them  that  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Bengal  on  the  occasion  of  his  late  visit  to  Hooghly  had 
expressed  his  surprise  that  the  Emambarah  had  been  allowed  to  fall 
into  its  present  condition.  The  Local  Agents  subsequently  submitted 
an  estimate  for  Rs.  41,307-4  (forty-one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
seven  rupees  four  annas)  for  the  cost  of  the  repairs,  the  estimate 
having  been  prepared  by  Messrs.  Burn  &  Co.,  at  the  request  of  the 
Mutwallee.  They  applied  for  the  services  of  the  Executive  Engineer 
for  the  purpose  of  checking  this  estimate  and  they  recommended  that 
the  firm  of  Messrs.  Burn  &  Co.,  should  be  engaged  for  the  work,  if 
on  enquiry  by  the  Executive  Engineer,  it  was  found  that  their  estimate 
was    reasonable. 

3.  The  Commissioner,  Mr.  Cockerell,  requested  the  Superinten- 
ding Engineer  of  the  Western  Circle  to  depute  the  Executive 
Engineer  to  undertake  the  examination  of  the  estimate  prepared 
by  Messrs.  Burn  &  Co.,  but  that  officer  (Captain  Limond,  k.e.) 
desired  to  have  the  estimate  sent  to  him,  and  it  was  sent  to  liim  on 
the    27th    November    1868. 

4.  The  Superintending  Engineer  after  inspecting  the  Emambarah 
in  the  company  of  an  Agent  of  Messrs.  Burn  &  Co.,  reported  that  tlfe 
greater  part  of  the  work  jjrovided  for  in  their  estimate  was  not  only 
unnecessary  but  undesirable  in  point  of  taste,  and  the  repairs  could  be 
performed  by  a  Mistree  of  ordinary  intelligence.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  all  the  unsound  plaster  should  \ie  removed  so  that  the  surface 
repair  could  be  accurately  measured  ;  and  the  work  executed  either  by 
daily  labor  or  petty  contract  as  preferred.  All  unsound  beams  should 
of  coarse  be  removed,  and  the  doors  and  wood  work  might  be  repainted. 
He  offered  no  suggestion  as  to  the  probable  cost  of  this  work,  l>ut  on 
the    receipt     of     his     reply    the     Local     Agents     were     requested    to    invite 
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other   tenders   or  to   call   on  Messrs.    Burn    &     (Jo.     to    revise    their    esti- 
mate,   but    nothing    further    came    of    this. 

5.  Subsequently  on  the  11th  January  1870  the  Local  Agents  of 
Hooghly  submitted  a  Koobukaree  ^from  ,the  Mutwallee  of  the  Emam. 
barah  praying  that  an  allotment  of  Rs.  10,000  might  be  made  to  him 
from  the  surplus  ac  credit  of  the  ;,;tli  share  of  the  Endowment  Fund 
for  the  repair  of  the  building.  But  as  no  estimates  of  the  proposed 
expenditure  had  been  furnished  by  the  Mutwallee  they  desired  to  be 
informed  before  calling  on  him  to  give  estimates  whether  sanction  to 
the  disbursement  of  the  above  sum  could  be  obtained  from  the  iUh 
share.  They  also  reported  that  the  Emambarah  building  did  certainly 
require  a  thorough  repair,  and  they  recommendsd  that  the  work  should 
be  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  ^lutwallee  who  had  shown  ■ 
much   taste    in    the    original    decoration    of    thi-    building. 

6.  Some  correspondence  ensued  with  the  Local  Agents  as  to  the 
amount  actually  available  at  the  credit  nf  the  ;^th  and  ;;th  sliares 
respectively  ;  and  as  the  repairs  had  been  i)egun  and  carried  on  to  a 
considerable  extent  by  the  Mutwallee  in  anticipation  of  sanction,  an 
attempt  was  made  to  obtain  a  detailed  estimate  from  him  of  the  total 
cost.  I  also  desired  the  Local  Agents  to  inspect  and  report  upon  the 
work  done  by  the  Mutwallee,  although  I  may  remark  that  I  knew 
from  personal  observation  and  from,  conversation  with  the  ^lutwallee 
that    it    was    being   done    well    and    economically. 

7.  On  the  24th  March  the  Local  Agents  reported  that  after 
inspecting  the  work  which  had  been  executed,  and  calculating  what 
remained  to  be  executed  as  well  as  on  examining  the  accounts  fur- 
nished Ijy  the  ^lutwallee.  they  considered  that  the  sum  of  Rs.  10,000 
as  before  estimatetl  l)y  the  ^Mutwallee  w\is  actually  required  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  repairs  and  they  submitted  an  account  for  IvS.  6,433-l)-10 
already  expended  by  the  Mutwallee  in  executing  the  repairs  of  the 
buildings. 

8.  Under  these  circumstances  I  authorized  the  Local  Agents, 
pending  the  ultimate  decision  of  the  general  question  of  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Imambarah  endowment  {vide  this  office  Xo.  6  of  the 
6th  April  1869)  to  pay  Rs.  10,000  to  the  Mutwallee  from  the  savings 
of  the  iyth  share,  which  is  liable  for  the  cost  of  repairs  of  the 
Emambarah  as  noticed  in  paragraph  5  of  the  Government  orders 
4036  of  30th  October  1863  to  the  Board,  and  I  beg  now  to  report 
my  proceedings  in  the  hope  that  they  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Revenue  as  the  repairs  of  the  buildings  have  been 
Nvell  done  for  10,000  Rupees  instead  of  for  Messrs.  Burn  &  Co.'s 
estimate  of  Rs.  42,000  and  the  Emamliarah  as  bright  and  ugly  as 
whitewash    can    make    it    look. 

I    have    the    honour   to    be. 

Sir, 
Yoitr    most    ol)edient    servant. 


(Sd.)  ('.  T.  BUCKLAXU, 

Commissioner. 
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No.  64  A. 


Board  of  Revenue, 
The  12th  May  1870. 


To 


The   Commissioner  of  Burdwan. 


Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  No.  94,  dated  3rd  instant,  submitting  a 
report  regarding  the  repairs  of  the  Hooghly  Emambarah  which  have 
been  executed  at  a  cost  of  Es.  10,000  and  paid  out  of  the  savings  of 
the  ^th  share  of  Hajee  Mohamed  Mohsin's  Endowment  intended  for 
that  purpose,  I  <am  directed  to  state  that  the  Board  approve  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Mutwallee  and  the  Local  Agents  acting  under  your 
orders    in    the    matter. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Sd.)    IlLE6SIBLE, 

Secretary. 
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No.  95  A. 


Board  of  Revenue, 
The  29th  .liily  1870. 


To 


The    Commissioner,  Burdwan. 


Sir, 

I  am  directed  to  bring  to  your  notice  that  though  seven 
years  have  elapsed  since  the  orders  of  Government  were  passed 
directing  the  appointments  of  Trustees  for  the  Imambarah  at  Hooghly 
under    Act    XX,    1863,    the    appointments  have    not  yet    been    made. 

2.  It  appears  that  the  delay  has  been  mainly  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  suitable  candidates  for  the  office  of  Trustee  and 
to  the  death  of  one  or  two  gentlemen  who  had  consented  to  act  in 
that    capacity. 

3.  It  is,  however,  obviously  necessary  that  the  requirements  of  the 
law  should  be  complied  with  in  respect  to  the  institution  under 
notice.  I  am,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  will  take  up  the  matter 
afresh  and  endeavour,  in  communication  with  the  Mutwallee,  to  secure 
the  services  of  at  least  three  (the  Board  think  that  five  would  be  a 
better  number)  gentlemen  of  known  character  and  position  as  local 
agents    to   the    trust. 

4.  The  result  of  your  proceedings  should  be  reported  as  soon  as 
possible. 

(Sd).  Illlegible, 

Secretary. 
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No.  761   A. 

From 

Horace  A.  Cockerell,  Esq., 

Officiating  Commissioner  of  Hard  wan. 

To 

The    Secretarj'    to   the    Board    of    Revenue,    L.    P.. 

Calcutta. 
The  11th  November  1870. 

Sir, 

With      reference      to      the  correspondence    noted    in     the    margin,    I 

No.  1781    A.,  dated    the   25th     ^^^ve  the    honour   to   submit     the    accompanying 

May  1869                                      copy  of     a   letter     and    its    enclosure    from  the 

No.  9o  A.,  dated  the   29tli    .July 

187U.  "      Local    Agents    of    the    Imambai-ah   at    Hooghly. 

2.  Having  but  little  local  experience,  I  felt  some  hesitation,  on 
first  assuming  charge  of  this  othce,  in  dissenting  from  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  local  agents  as  to  some  of  their  nominations  ;  and 
to  this  cause  the  delay  that  has  taken  place  in  answering  your  letter 
must  be  mainly  attributed  ;  considering  the  large  revenue  of  this 
endowment  and  the  importance  attached  to  its  good  management 
by  the  Mahomedan  community  of  Lower  Bengal.  I  did  not  feel 
satisfied  that  the  selection  of  the  Local  Agents  was  in  all  respects 
as   good    as    it    might    be. 

?>.  The  two  first  named  gentlemen,  Moonshee  Ameer  Ally  and 
Hakim  Mirza  Casim  Ally  are  unexceptionable.  Instead  of  the  3rd 
gentleman  named  in  the  list  whose  accomplishments,  as  described  in 
the  Local  Agents'  list,  hardly  seem  exactly  those  that  are  required 
for  the  management  of  a  large  endowment.  I  would  substitute 
Hajee  Abdool  Kureem  Sheraje.  a  merchant  of  Calcutta,  highly  respected 
by  all  classes.  In  the  place  of  No.  4  in  the  agents'  list  I  would 
name  Syed  Soadutt  Shoostree,  also  a  merchant  of  Calcutta.  For  the 
5th  and  really  working  member  of  the  Committee,  I  would  beg 
permission,  with  the  sanction  of  Government,  to  place  myself  in  com- 
munication with  Moulvee  Joynodin,  Deputy  Magistrate  of  Behar,  brother 
of  late  Syed  Azeemoodeen,  c.s.i.,  and  if  lie  will  consent,  to  arrange 
for  his  transfer  to  Hooghly,  on  the  understanding  that  he  shall,  in 
addition  to  his  ordinary  duties  as  a  Deputy  Magistrate  and  Collector 
of  the  District,  undertake  to  act  in  the  Committee  for  the  management 
of   the   Imambarah.     As  the   appointment     will     be     no    sinecure,   I     would 
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beg   to   suggest    that    this    officer    should,    I    think,  be    granted    a    personal 
allowance    out    of    the    funds     of   the    Imambarah. 

I    have    the    honour   to  be, 

Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)   H.   A.   COCKERELL, 

Offg.   Commissioner. 


No.    103. 

From 

The    Local    Agents    of    Hooghly, 

To 

The    Commissioner    of    Eevenue    for  the    Division  of  Burdwan. 

Dated    Hooghly,    the    27th    August    1870. 

Sir, 

In  forwarding  the  accompanying  list  of  proposed  Members  of 
a  Committee  under  Act  20  of  1863  for  managing  the  affairs  of  the 
Hooghly  Emambarah,  we  have  the  honour  to  state  that  we  believe 
the  Mutwallee  has  made  as  good  a  choice  as  it  was  possible  for  him 
to   make. 

2.  The  first  gentleman  named  is  quite  unexceptionable,  with 
I'egard  to  the  remainder  it  is  perhaps  to  be  objected  to  some  of  them 
that  they  ai'e  not  very  well  known,  but  we  consider  the  Mutwallee's 
choice    of    them  as    a   guarantee    in  itself   of   their    respectability. 

We  have,  etc., 

(Sd.)   J.   FELLOW, 

W.   F.   MERES, 

Local    Agents. 


LIST   OF   THE   NAMES   OF   THE   GENTLEMEN   FOR   THE 
COMMITTEE. 

1st. — Moonshee  Ameer  Ally,  Khan  Bahadur  is  by  generations  from  the 
Chiefs  and  prelates  of  Kusha  Barb,  Zillah  Arrah,  and  much  esteemed 
and  honourable  to  the  Government  as  well  as  to  the  preceding  Kings 
and  Rulers.  He  is  a  worthy  personage  for  the  performance  of  the 
duty  and  service  of  I  he  Committee,  and  through  his  attendance  the 
the  management  of  the  Committee  will  be  made  in  a  much  b'^'tter 
way.       He    is    now    the    Vizeer    of   the    King   of   Lucknow   in    Calcutta. 

2nd. — Hakim  Mirza  Kassem  Ally  Sahib,  son  of  Mirza  Kazeem  Ally, 
is    the   physician    of   the    Maharaja    at    Burdwan,    and    is    aged    64    years. 
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3rd. — Mirza  Mobarick  Ally  {alias  Mirza  Ameer  Jan,  KoobH  Noheee 
and  Draughtsman),  agod  aljoat  61  years,  son  of  Syod  Soliet  Ally  Khan, 
the  son  of  Meer  Solayman  Klian,  is  a  pensioner  in  the  Mohsinya 
College,  and  is  a  very  good  draughtsiaau  and  writer  and  draws  pretty 
well  also  witii  the  nails  of  his  fingers.  He  practises  partly  in  physique 
also ;  his  uncle  Meer  Zatihoollah  Khan  deceased,  had  been  a  surety  of 
Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin  deceased,  when  he  endowed  his  whole 
property  to  the  Emambarah.  He  is  one  of  the  Jurors  of  the  Sessions 
Judge's    Court    and    has    a    house    in  Chinsurah. 

4th.  Mirza  "Wahid  Ally,  aged  about  50  years,  son  of  Mirza 
Mohamed  Ally  deceased,  and  grandson  to  NussratooUah  Klian  (son  of 
Mahomed  Aliif  Khan,  the  nephew  of  Nowab  Khan  Jehan  Khan  de- 
ceased, late  Foujdar  of  Hooghly)  is  the  Mutwalleu  of  the  Emambarah 
of  Nusratoollah  Khan  deceased,  at  Khakrah  Jole  in  zillah  Hooghly. 
His  father  was  a  tradesman,  and  he  possesses  some  land  and  house. 
He    is    one    of    the    Jurors    in    the    Sessions    Judge's  Court. 

5th.  Agha  Abbas  of  Teheran,  aged  about  53  years,  son  of  Hajee 
Ally  of  Teheran  (who  was  a  learned  man  and  son-in-law  to  Hajee 
Kurballa,  the  head  of  the  merchants)  is  the  Mutwallee  of  the  Emam- 
barah of  Hajee  Karballa  at  Chinsurah,  in  zillah  Hooghly,  and  has 
Indigo  Factories  at  Mowja  Busweah  and  Mowja  BeU-achy  connected 
with  the  Thana  of  Dhonyacolly.  He  is  07ie  of  the  Jurors  in  the  Sessions 
Judge's  Court. 

6th.  Meer  Abbas  Ally,  aged  about  22  years,  son  of  Meer  Soadut 
Ally  and  brother  of  Moonshee  Syed  Waris  Ally,  Deputy  Magistrate 
and  Deputy  Collector,  of  zillah  Sahibganj  and  of  Meer  Ameer  Ally, 
M.A.,  B.L..  the  State  scholarship  holder  in  London,  knows  English  and 
a  little  of  Arabic  and  dwells  with  the  brothers  and  mother  in  a 
hired  house  in  Chinsurah  living  upon  some  property  left  by  his  father 
and    the    supply    made    by    his  brothers. 

(Sd.)  J.   FELLOW, 

Local  Agent. 
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No.   69 A. 

Board    of    Reveme, 
Dated    the    20th    January    1871. 

To   11.    A.    Cocker  ELL,    Esq.. 

Collector.    24-Parganas. 

Sir, 

Referring  to  the  accompanying  copy  of  your  letter  No.  761A.,  of 
1 1th  November  last,  written  while  you  were  Officiating  Commissioner 
of  Burdwan,  I  am  directed  by  the  Board  to  request  that  you  will 
furnish  this  office  with  the  addresses  of  the  parties  therein  nominated 
by    you    as    members    of   the    Syedpore    Trust    Committee. 


I  have,   etc., 
(Sd.)  Illegible. 
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From 


To 


No.  580  G. 

H.     A.     COCKERELL,     EsQ., 

Collector    of    24-Pargana8.  ' 

D.     I.    McNkile,    Esq., 

Offg.    Junior    Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  L.  P. 

Dated    Alipore.    the    31st    January    1871. 


Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  letter  No.  69  A.,  dated  the  20th  instant, 
I  beg  to  give  the  addresses  of  the  gentlemen  mentioned  in  the  letter 
to    which    you  refer  : — 

Moonshee    Ameer    Ali,    Colinga,    Calcutta. 

Hajee    Mirza    Abdool    Kureeni   Sheraji,    Triettea.    Calcutta. 

Mirza    Kasim    Ally,    Physician,    Burdwan. 

Hajee    Syed    Sadek    Soukha.    Treeta,    Calcutta. 

I   have    the    honour   to    be. 
Sir, 
Your    most  obedient  servant, 

(Sd.)    H.   A.    COCKERELL, 

Collector. 
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From 


To 


No.  142A. 

D.  I.    McNkille,  Esq., 

Officiating     Secretary     to    the     Board     of    Revenue.    Lower 
Provinces, 

The  Officiating  Secretary  to  the  Government    of    Bengal,  Revenue 
Department. 

Dated  Fort  William,    the   7th  July  1871. 


SiK, 

Referring     to    Government     order    No.     1117,    dated    21st    March 

1.  MoonBhee  Ameer  All.  ^^^S,    on    the     Subject     of    the     Svudpore    Trust 

2.  Mirza  Kassim  AH.  Estate,     I     am     directed    to     intimate    that    the 

3.  Agha  Abbas  Tehirani.  . 

gentlemen  named  en  the  margin  have  expres- 
sed their  willingness  to  act  as  a  committee  of  trustees  to  the  Syud- 
pore  estate.  The  Member  in  charge  believes  them  to  be  properly 
qualified,  and  therefore,  solicits  the  sanction  of  Government  to  their 
appointment. 

2.  I  am  to  add  that  much  correspondence  and  consequent  delay 
in  the  submission  of  this  report  has  occurred,  owing  to  the  difficulty 
of   obtaining   the    services    of  gentlemen    willing   to   act    on  the  committee. 

I    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)  D.  I.  McNKILLE, 

Officiating   Secretary. 
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No.  2725. 

From 

R.  H.  Wilson.   Esq., 

Officiating  Under-Secretaiy    to   the    Government  of  Bengal. 

To 

The  Secretarj^    to    the    Board    of  Revenue, 

In    the    Land    Revenue    Department. 

Dated   Fort  William,    the    21st    July    1871. 

Sir, 

I     am     directed  to    acknowledge     the      receipt    of     your     letter 

1.    Moooshee  Ameer  Ali.  ^"O"   ^-^^A-,    dated  the   7th  instant,   and    in    reply 

'J.    Mirza  Kaseni  Ali.  to  say    that    the  Lieutenant-Governor  is    pleased 

3.     Agtia  Abbas  Teherani.  .  .  _        »  x'v        p     ,  -),i-i 

to  appoint,  under  section  i ,  Act  aa  or  lobd, 
the  gentlemen  named  in  the  margin  to  act  as  a  committee  of  trustees 
to   the   Syudpore    estate. 

2.     The  necessary    notification    will    be    published    in   the   Gazette. 

I .have  the    honour    to    be, 

SlH. 

Your   most    obedient  servant, 

(Sd.)  R.  H.  WILSON, 
Officiating    Under-Secretary 
to  the  Goveriiment  of  Bengal. 
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Notification  by   His   Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Bengal, 
dated    Fort    William,   the   29th    July    1871. 

Under  the  jirovisions  of  sections  7  and  8,  Act  XX  of  1863,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  the  undermentioned 
gentlemen  to  be  members  of  a  committee  of  trustees  to  that  portion  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  Syedpore  estate  which  has  been  appropriated  to 
religious  uses. 

1.  MooxsEE  Ameek  All 

2.  MiKZA  Kasem  All 

3.  Agha  Abbas  Tehirani. 
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No.    23. 

From 

C.   T.   BucKLANu,    Esq., 

Commissioner    of    Burdwan    Division, 

To 

The    Secretary    to   the    Board    of    Revenue,  L.  P. 

The    7th    April    1874. 

Sir, 

At  the  instance  of  the  Local  Agents,  Hooghly,  I  have  the 
honour  to  solicit  the  sanction  of  Government  to  the  appointment  of 
Moulvi  Mirza  Wahid  Ali  as  a  Member  of  the  Committee  of  manage- 
ment of  the  Hooghly  Emambarah  under  Act  XX  of  1863,  vice  the  late 
Mirza  Kassim  Ali  appointed  under  Government  orders  No.  272.5,  dated 
the  21st  July,  a  copy  of  which  was  forwarded  to  this  office  with 
Board's    No.    101  A.,    dated    4tli    August    1871. 

2.  The  nominee  is  reported  by  the  Local  Agents  to  be  a  man 
of  respectable  family,  and  I  therefore  beg  to  recommend  that  his 
nomination    may    he    confirmed. 

I    have    the    honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
•  Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)    C.    T.    BUCKLAND, 

Commissioner. 
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Board    of    Revenue. 
22nd    April,    1874. 


To 


No.    199A. 


The    Commissioner    of    Bui'dwan. 


Sir. 

Referring  to  jour  No.  23  of  7th  instant,  I  am  directed  to 
3rve  that  it  appears  from  the  course  you  propose  to  follow  in 
appointing  a  successor  to  the  deceased  Mirza  Kassim  Ali,  that  the  true 
nature  of  a  Committee  appointed  under  Act  XX  of  1863  is  not 
clearly    understood    by    you. 

2.  In  the  present  case,  the  case  of  the  Syedpore  Trust  Estate,  a 
division  of  the  property  was  made  under  Section  21  of  the  Act,  and 
the  portion  of  the  Estate  dedicated  to  secular  purposes  was  reserved 
under  the  charge  of  the  Board  and  the  Local  Agents.  It  was  then 
decided  that  the  rest  of  the  property,  which  was  devoted  to  religious 
uses  and  therefore  fell  under  Section  3  of  the  Act,  should  be  dealt 
with  under  Section  7,  and  a  Committee  was  accordingly  appointed,  "  to 
take  the  place  and  exercise  the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  and 
the    Local   Agents "   under    the    regulations    repealed    by    Act    XX  of    1863. 

3.  By  section  12  of  the  Act  the  appointment  of  a  Committee 
does  away  with  the  whole  power  and  responsibility  of  the  Board  and 
Local  Agents.  The  Committee  is  appointed  "  once  for  all "  (see 
section  7)  and  the  mode  of  filling  vacancies  is  that  laid  down  in 
Section    10    which    should  now    be    followed. 

I   have,  etc., 
(Sd.)   Illegible. 
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No.    1»4. 
From 

C.    T.    BuCKLANU,    Esq., 

Commissioner    ot"   BurJwan    Division. 

To 

The    Secretary    to   the    Board    of    Revenue,    L.    P. 

The    29th    April     1874. 

Slh. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowhnige  the  receipt  of  your  No.  i99A.. 
dated  the  22nd  instant,  communicating  the  orders  of  the  Board  cm  my 
proposal  to  appoint  a  successor  to  the  deceased  Mirza  Kasim  Ali  as 
member  of  the  Committee  for  the  management  of  the  Syedpore  Trust 
Estate  in  Hooghly.  In  reply  I  beg  to  state  that  the  Committee  of 
Trustees  ai)pointed  under  Section  7  of  Act  XX  of  1863  in  Govern- 
ment orders  No.  272,5.  dated  the  21st  July  1S71.  have  not  yet  entered 
upon  their  duties,  as  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  did  not  upon  the 
receipt  of  those  orders  make  over  to  them  any  charge  of  the  property 
mentioned  in  paragraph  12  of  Government  letter  No.  4036  of  30th 
October  1863.  I  have  called  on  the  Local  Agents  for  an  explanation, 
but  it  appears  to  me  that  the  provisions  of  Section  10  of  the  Act  in 
regard  to  the  election  of  a  new  member  are  not  yet  applicable,  and 
that  it  is  now  necessary  to  appoint  a  third  member  in  the  place  of 
the  deceased  Mirza  Kasim  Ali  so  as  to  constitute  a  Committee  of  the 
requisite  number  ;  1  accordingly  resubmit  the  proposal  made  by  the 
Local  Agents  of  Hooghly  for  the  appointment  of  a  third  member  for 
the    sanction    of    Government. 

I    have    the    honour    to    be, 

SiK, 

Your  most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)    C.     T.     BUCKLANI), 

Commissioner. 
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No.   231  A. 

From 

T.   J.    C.    Grant,    Esq., 

Officiating    Secretary  to  tlie    Board    of    Revenue,    L.   P., 

To 

The    Secretary   to   the  Government  of    Bengal,     Revenue    Depai-t- 
ment. 

Fort    William,    the    11th   June    1874. 
Hon'ble  Mr.  V.  H.  Schalch. 

Sir, 

I    am    directed    by   the    Member    in    charge    to   submit   for  the    orders 
of    Government    the    accompanying    copy     of     a 

°No.  226  of  2nd  June  1874,  and      i    j.i.      *  •       j  c  j.1.       r^  •      •  n     t.       -i 

enclosure.  letter    received  irom  the   (Jommissioner    of    Burd- 

wan,  regarding  the  appointment  of  a  successor 
to  the  deceased  Mirza  Kasiin  Ali,  late  one  of  the  Committee  to  the 
Syedpore  Trust    Estate. 

2.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  Commissioner's  letter  that  the  gentle- 
men nominated  in  Government  order  No.  2725  of  21st  July  1871, 
never  entered  upon  their  duties,  and  an  explanation  (of  which  copy  is 
enclosed],  of  the  delay  in  giving  effect  to  those  orders  is  subm-tted 
by  the  Local  Agents.  The  Member  in  charge  considers  this  explanation 
not   satisfactory. 

3.  As  it  is.  however,  necessarj'  to  lose  no  time  in  making  over 
the  powers  of  the  Board  and  the  Local  Agents  to  a  legally  constituted 
Committee,  tlie  Mtmljer  in  charge  entirely  concurs  in  the  Commissioner's 
view  that  the  Mutwalli  ought  not  now  to  be  allowed  to  make  new 
nominations,  and  that  the  nomination  l)y  Government  of  Mirza  Wahid 
Ali  in  ihe  place  of  Mirza  Kassim  Ali  is  a  proper  and  legal  course. 
He,  therefore,  begs  to  recommend  the  Commissioner's  proposal  to  the 
favourable    consideration    of   Government. 

I    have   the   honour   to  be, 
Sir, 
Yours    most   obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  T.  J.  C.  Grant, 

Officiating   Secretary. 
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From 


To 


No.    225. 

C.    T.    BucKi.AND,    Esq., 

Commissioner    of    Rurdwan. 

The    Secretary    to    the    Board    of    Revenue,    Lower    Provinces. 

Dated    Kurdwan,    tlie    2nd    June    1S74. 

Sir, 

In  continuation  of  this  office  No.  94,  dated  the  29th  April^ 
I 'have  the  honour  to  forward  copy  of  a  letter  No.  15,  dated  tlie  16th 
May,  from  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  explaining  why  no  acaon  was 
taken  by  them  under  the  orders  of  Government  No.  2725,  dated  the 
21st  July  1871,  appointing  a  Committee  for  the  management  of  the 
Syudpore  Trust  Estate,  to  make  over  charge  to  the  Committee  of  the 
property  mentioned  in  paragrapli  12  of  Government  letter  No.  403n  of 
30th  October  1863.  The  explanation,  it  will  be  seen,  is  defective  in  the 
most  essential  point,  as  it  omits  to  shew  what  the  Local  Agents  did  on 
receiving  the  orders  for  the  appointment  of  the  Committee.  Unfor- 
tunately the  Local  Agents  did  nothing ;  and  the  native  gentlemen  who 
were  appointed  members  of  the  Committee  seem  to  have  taken  no 
steps    to   assume   their   functions   from    the    Local    Agents. 

2.  As  the  Committee  appointed,  under  the  orders  of  2lMt  July 
1871,  did  not  enter  upon  its  duties,  the  provisions  of  section  10,  Act  20 
of  1863,  for  filling  up  the  vacancy  which  has  occurred  by  the  death  of 
one  of  the  nominees  are  not  yet  applicable  ;  and  it  is  necessary  to 
appoint  a  new  mend)er  as  a  suljstitute  for  the  deceased  member  Mirza 
Kassim  Ali,  so  as  to  constitute  a  Committee  of  the  minimum  number 
required  by  law.  I  have  accordingly  recommended  the  appointment  of 
Mirza  Wahid  Ali,  who  is  reported  l)y  the  Local  Agents  of  Hooghly  to 
have    expressed    his    willingness    to   act    as    a    inemljer    of    the    Committee. 

3.  The  Local  Agents  report  tliat  on  asking  the  Mutwalli  if  he 
has  any  objection  to  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  Emambarah  being 
now  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of  management  appointed 
by  Government,  he  has  stated  that  he  objects  to  some  of  the  members. 
It  was  pointed  out  to  him  that  the  members  of  the  Committee  were 
selected  from  the  list  furnished  l)y  himself,  but  he  states  that  circum- 
stances have  changed  since  he  submitted  the  list,  and  he  would 
nominate    the    following   gentlemen    to    be    members    of    the    Committee  : — 

(1)  Moonshee    Amir    Ali,    Khan    Bahadur    (already    appointed). 

(2)  Nawab    Asghur    Ali,    Khan    Bahadur. 

(3)  Nawab    Ahmud    Ali,    Khan    Bahadur    sons     of    the    late    Navvab 

Jahowar    Jung,    both    }>arristers-at-law    and    Honorary    Magis- 
trates. 

(4)  Moulvee    »Syed    Amir    Ali,    m.a.,    Barrister-at-Law 
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The  Committee  appointed  in  the  Governiuont  Notification  of  the 
29th  July  1871  (published  in  tlie  Calcutta  Gazette  ol'  the  2nd  August 
1871)    consisted    of   the    following  gentlemen  : — • 

(1)  Moonshee    Amir    Ali.    Khan    I)ahadur. 

(2)  Mirza    Kaseer    Ali. 

(3)  Aga   Abbas   Tehranee. 

The  second  name  is  a  misprint  for  Mirza  Kassim  Ali,  who  is  dead, 
and  in  whose  place  Mirza  Wahid  Ali  is  now  recommended  for  appoint- 
ment. 

4.  Under  section  7  of  Act  20  of  1863,  the  Committee  of  manage- 
ment is  appointed  "  once  for  all  "  and  if  the  Local  Agents  had  not  omitted 
to  give  effect  to  the  orders  of  21st  July  1871,  the  Committee  then 
appointed  would  have  taken  the  place  and  exei-cised  the  powers  of  the 
Board  of  Revenue  and  the  Local  Agents,  and  the  Government  could  not 
now  appoint  a  new  member  of  a  Committee.  I  am,  thei'efore,  not  dis- 
posed to  receive  any  fresh  proposals  from  the  Mutwalli  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  other  members  to  the  Committee,  especially  as  it  is  not  known 
if   the    gentlemen    proposed    by    him    are    willing   to   take    office. 

5.  I  would  beej  to  suggest  that  letters  of  appointment  uiaj  be 
addressed  to  the  sevei'al  members  of  the  Committee,  enjoining  them  to 
proceed  at  once  to  take  charge  of  their  duties  from  the  Local  Agents 
The  ]\Iutwalli  is  very  old  and  in  very  weak  health,  and  he  declines 
to  attend  to  the  wishes  of  the  Local  Agents  for  the  adjustment  of  the 
accounts  which  are  not  correctly  kept  under  his  management.  If  the 
Committee  enters  on  its  duties,  the  Mutwalli  will  be  relieved  of  tlie 
charge    of   the    accounts,    and    their    adjustment    will    Ije    facilitated. 


From 


To 


No.    1 5. 

Mkssr.s.    F.    H.    Pf.m.ow    an  1    \V.    F.    Mkkes, 

Local    Agents,    Hooghly. 

Dated    Hooghly,    the    I6th    May    1<S74. 
The    Commissioner    of    the    IJurJwan    Division. 


In  reply  to  your  No.  56  of  29th  April  last,  calling  on  us  to 
explain 'why  no  action  was  taken  by  us  under  the  orders  of  Govern- 
ment No.  2725,  dated  the  21st  of  July  1871.  appointing  a  Committee 
of  management  of  a  portion  of  the  Syudpore  Trust,  a  copy  of  which  was 
forwarded  with  your  No.  77  of  the  22nd  August  1871,  we  have  the 
honour   to   report    as    follows  : — 

2.  On  receipt  of  your  meniDrandum  No.  175.  dated  the  12th  De- 
cember 1863,  forwarding  a  copy  of  Board's  letter  No.  395  of  the 
30th    November    1863,    and    the    letter    of    Government     in    the     Revenue 
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Department,  N.o.  4036,  dated  the  3()th  October  1863,  we  proceeded  to 
draw  up  the  lists  required  by  you  and  by  the  Board,  and  submitted 
them  with  our  No.  3l'  of  15tli  January  1864  ;  five-and-a  half  years 
later  wi^  received  your  No.  44»r,  dated  the  1st  of  October  1869, 
o-iving  cover  to  copies  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Hoard  of 
Revenue  to  the  address  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Pxyigal, 
dated  23rd  February  1865,  and  its  reply  No.  1117,  dated  2l8t  March 
1865.  In  your  letter  of  the  1st  of  October  1869.  you  asked  for 
certain  information  with  regard  to  two  sums  of  Rs.  863-13-10  and 
Rs.  707-10-8,  respectively  and  we  had  tlie  honour  to  sulnnit  that 
information    in    our    letter    No.    45    of    the    same    date. 

;').  The  Committee  was  appointed  under  orders  of  Government 
dated    21st    of    July    1871. 

4.  On  the  9th  of  May  1873,  you  addressed  us  in  your  No.  86 
of  that  date,  and  in  jjaragraph  5  you  called  on  us  to  report  what 
had  lieen  done  towards  the  revision  of  the  lists  called  for  under 
paragraph  13  of  Government  order  No.  4036  of  30th  October  1863. 
As  upwards  of  nine  years  had  elapsed  since  the  submission  of  the 
lists  with  our  No.  32  of  the  15th  January  1864,  we  thought  it  our 
duty  to  revise  and  bring  up  to  date  those  submitted,  and  accoi'dingly 
we  procured  si.atements  from  the  Mutwalli  and  subsequently  submitted 
revised    lists    with    our    No.    2    of    10th    March    last. 

5.  In  paragraph  8  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  to 
the  address  of  the  Secretary  of  Government  No.  71  of  23rd  February 
1865,  quoted  above,  it  is  stated  that  the  Board  await  the  appointment 
of  the  Committee  to  give  effect  to  the  arrangements.  We  have 
hitherto  been  favoured  with  no  instructions  of  the  Board  on  the  sub- 
ject   of    the    transfer. 

6.  We  did  not  venture  to  remind  the  Board  through  your  ofltice, 
that  the  matter  was  pending,  as  in  consideration  of  the  long  periods 
which  had  elapsed  between  the  submission  by  us  of  the  information 
and  repo)-ts  called  for  and  our  receipt  of  replies  to  them  we  thought 
that  the  making  over  of  the  property  to  the  Committee  might  be  still 
under    the    consideration  of   the    Board. 
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From 


To 


RkVKNUK     I)ErAi;TMF.NT. 

Mis.    licvoiuio. 
Ni).    1 ')();■). 

L.  C  Ahhott,   b>g.. 

Under-Secretary    tn    the    Govornnient    of    JJengal, 

The    Secretary    to    the    l^)oard    of    Revenue,    L.  P. 

Calcutta,    the    6th    July    1874. 


SlK. 


1  am  directed  to  acicnovvledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  281A. , 
dated  the  11th  June  1874,  recommending  the  appointment  of  Mirza 
Wahid  Ali  as  a  MeuiLer  of  the  Committee  for  the  Syedpur  Trust  Estate 
in    the  place    of   Mirza    Kasim   Ali,    deceased. 

2.  In  I'eply,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  Lieutenant- 
Govei'nor  notices  with  dissatisfaction  the  delay  which  hos  been  allowed 
to  take  place  in  carrying  out  the  Government  Oi-der  No.  2725.  dated 
21st  July  1871,  and  thinks  that  such  delay  should  not  have  been 
permitted. 

3.  With  reference  to  the  present  recommendations  for  filling  up 
the  place  of  the  deceased  member,  I  am  to  ask  whetlier  the  Board 
and  the  Commissioner  of  Ikirdwan  have  any  good  reasons  for  limiting 
the  number  of  the  Committee  under  Section  VII  of  Act  XX  of  1863 
to  the  minimum  number  required  by  law.  As  it  does  nor  appear 
that  any  additions  to  the  number  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  can 
be  made  subsequently,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  inclined  to  think 
that  it  would  be  desirable  to  give  to  the  committee  of  an  institution 
such  as  that  now  in  question,  the  additional  strength  and  influence 
which  it  would  gain  from  a  larger  number  of  members.  In  this 
view  the  pi-esent  nominees  of  the  Mutwallee  or  some  of  them  might 
with    advantage   be    added,    if   they    are    willing   to   serve. 

4.  With  reference  to  Section  VII  of  the  Act  tlie  Commissioner 
should  cei'tify  regarding  the  appointment  of  eacli  proposed  member  of 
the  Committee  that,  as  far  as  he  has  been  able  to  ascertain,  the 
appointment  would  be  in  accordance  with  the  general  wishes  of  those 
who   are    interested    in    the    maintenance    of   the    establishment. 

5.  I  am  also  to  request  you  to  submit  a  draft  of  the  notifica- 
tion of  appointment  worded  precisely  in  accordance  with  the  Act  for 
publication    in    the    Gazette    under    Section    VIII    of   the    Act. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant. 

(Sd.)    L.  C.  A15B0TT, 
Under-Secretary  to  the  Govt,   of  Bengal. 
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No.  824  A. 

From 

T.  J.  C.  Grant,   P].sq., 

Offg.  Secretary  to  the  Board    of   Revenue,  L.  P., 

To 

The  Secretary  to  the  Government   of   Bengal, 

Revenue   Department, 

Fort  William,  the  24th  August   1874. 

Sir, 

In    reply    to    Government    order    No.     l.oOo     of    6tli     ultimo,     I     am 
directed    to  state  that  on   reconsideration   of  the 

Hon'ble  II.  L.  Dampier.  i       ■«  r  i-v  •  i  i 

matter  at  the  Board,  Mr.  Dampier  has  been 
led  to  the  conclusion  that  when  the  Board's  letter  No.  231  A.  of  11th 
June  1874,  and  the  Government  order  quoted  above  which  was  founded 
upon  it,  were  written,  the  requirements  of  the  law  were  overlooked  ; 
and  that  in  fact  the  law  does  not  admit  of  the  vacant  place  in  the 
Committee  being  filled  up  by  an  appointment  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

2.  Syed  Mohamed  Mohsin  left  his  estate  in  Jessore  as  an  endow- 
ment   for    certain    religious    and   charitable   purposes. 

3.  The  religious  part  of  the  endowment  is  represented  by  the 
mosque  and  Imambarah  in  Hooghly,  and  regai-ding  it  the  Government 
wrote  as    follows  : — 

"  The      religious     establishment      maintained      out      of     a     portion      of 

Paragraphs   11  and  12  of  G.  0.      the     trUSt     property    is     One     whereof    the      Super- 
No.  40S6  of  30th  October  1 863.  ■    4.      A      4^      ■  •      +    1     1  +1         n  * 

intendent     is     nominated     by     the     Government. 

Special    provision     must,     therefoi-e,     be     made     for    it     under     Sections    3 

and    7    of   the    Act.        A    (yommittee  must   be  appointed    to    take   the    place 

and     exercise    the    powers    of    the    Board     of     Revenue     and    of     the    Local 

Agents,   and    when     appointed,    will  perform  all    the    duties     of     the  Board 

and    the    Agents,     except     in     respect     of    property    specially    provided     for 

under    Section    21    of    the    Act." 

■'  Under  Section  21,  the  Board  is  to  determine  what  portion  of  the 
land  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  trust  is  to  remain  under  its  own 
superintendence  tor  application  to  secular  uses,  and  what  portion  shall 
be  transferred  to  the  committee.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  is  of  opinion 
that  the  Board  should  make  over  to  the  Committee  only  the  Imam- 
barah at  Hooghly  and  the  garden,  bazar  and  other  grounds  adjoining 
It,  and  should  keep  the  Syedpore  Estate  in  its  own  hands,  paying 
periodically  to  the  committee  three-ninths  of  the  income  for  the 
expenses  of  the  religious  observances  of  the  prophet  and  his  descend- 
ants,   for     the     other     appointed     festivals,     and     for     the     repairs     of    the 
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Iinainliai-ali  and  the  l)iirying  grotiiul  ;  one-iiintli  for  the  use  of  the 
AgiMit  or  Superintendent,  and  so  much  of  four-ninths  as  may  properly 
lie  devoted  to  the  payment  of  establishments  connected  with  the 
Imambarah." 

i.  The  orders  to  appoint  a  committee  were  not  carried  out  for 
some  years,  but  in  the  Gazette  of  2nd  August  1871,  page  1489,  the 
following   notification    of    29tli    July    appeared  : — 

•'  Under  the  provisions  of  sections  7  and  8,  Act  XX  of  1863,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  '  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  the  undermentioned 
gentlemen  to  be  members  of  a  Committee  of  Trustees  to  that  portion 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  Syudpore  Estate,  which  has  been  appropriated  to 
religious    uses." 

"  1.     Moonshee    Ameer   Ali,    Khan    Bahadur. 

2.  Mirza   Kapur    Ali    (a    misprint    for    Mirza    Kasim    AH). 

3.  Aga    Abbas    Tehevani." 

.0.  The  Committee  having  been  appointed  the  Board  and  the  Local 
Agents  were  required  by  section  12  of  Act  XX  of  1863,  immediately 
to  make  over  charge  of  the  affiairs  to  the  Committee  and  to  divest 
themselves  of  all  further  responsibility.  But  nothing  of  the  kind  was 
done  ;  the  Local  Agents  retained  and  still  performed  the  duties  of 
Local  Agents,  and  the  Committee  have  ne^er  enter-ed  on  their  duties. 
or  exercised  any  part  of  their  functions  ;  everything  has  hitherto  gone 
on  exactly,  as  if  no  committee  had  ever  been  appointed.  In  the 
meantime  Mirza  Kasim  Ali,  one  of  the  committee,  has  died  ;  and  in 
Board's  order  No.  231  A  of  llrh  June  last,  it  was  recommended  that 
Mirza  Wahid  |Ali  should  be  nominated  by  Government  to  fill  the 
vacancy    thus    occasioned    in    the    committee. 

6.  In  his  letter  No.  225  of  2nd  June  1874,  which  was  submitted 
to  Government  with  Board's  letter  No.  231  A  of  11th  June  last,  the 
Commissioner    of    Burdwan    wrote    as    follows  : — 

■'  As  the  committee  appointed  under  the  orders  of  21st  July  1871 
did  not  enter  upon  its  duties,  the  provisions  of  section  10,  Act  XX 
of  1863,  for  filling  up  the  vacancy  which  has  occurred  by  the  death 
of   one    of   the    nominees    are    not    yet    applicable." 

The  Member  in  cliarge  is  unable  to  concur  in  this  interpretation 
of    the    law. 

7.  The  case  is  one  of  a  mosque  as  described  in  section  3.  Act 
XX  of  1863.  The  Government  has,  as  required  by  section  7,  appointed 
a  committee  "to  take  the  place  and  exercise  the  powers  of  the  Board 
of  Revenue  and  the  Local  Agents"  under  the  Regulations  repealed  by 
•■he  Act.  The  committee,  as  originally  appointed  by  Government  con_ 
sisted  of  the  legal  number  of  three  persons  ;  and  the  wording  of 
the  section  is  express  tliat  the  appointment  of  such  a  committee  by 
Government  shall  be  "'once  for  all."  The  appointment  of  the  com- 
mittee has  been  already  notified  in  the  Gazette  as  required  by 
section    8. 
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.S.  Section  10  lays  down  the  procedure  to  be  followed  '"  whenever 
any  vacancy  shall  occur  among  tlie  members  of  the  committee  appointed 
as  above "  for  Riling  up  the  vacancy.  The  fact  of  the  committee  not 
liaving  entered  upon  their  duties  before  the  vacancy  occurred,  does  not 
appear  to  the  ^lember  in  charge  to  affect  the  (question.  The  vacancy 
could  at  first,  have  been  legally  tilled  up  by  election  under  section  10 
of  ihe  Act,  but  by  no  other  ]n-ocedure.  The  Legal  Kemembrancer 
concurs  in  this  view  of  tlie  law.  Thus  it  was  incumbent  on  the 
remaining  members  of  the  committee,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  give 
public  notice  of  the  vacancy  which  had  occurred,  and  to  "'  tix  a  day, 
which  sliall  not  be  later  than  three  numths  from  the  date  of  such 
vacancy,  for  the  election  of  a  new  member  by  the  persons  interested 
under  rules  for  elections  framed  by  the  Local  Government."  Rules 
were  duly  framed  and  published  with  tlie  approval  of  Government  in 
the  Gazette  of  the  6th  December  186.5.  page  2096  (notificatlou  dated 
2nd  December  1865).  The  periol  of  three  months  within  which 
such  election  is  required  to  be  held  has,  however,  expired,  and  the 
Member  in  chai'ge  thinks  the  best  course  will  be  that  an  application 
be  made  to  the  (Jivil  Court  l)y  the  Government  pleader  explaining 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  and  praying  that  the  Court  will  be 
pleased  to  appoint  Mirza  Wahid  Ali  to  fill  the  vacancy,  under  the 
powers  vested  in  it  by  the  latter  part  of  section  10  of  the  Act. 
The    approval    of    Government    to   this    course    is   requested. 

9.  As  soon  as  the  committee  shall  thus  be  raised  to  the  legal 
minimum  number,  the  Board  will  take  immediate  steps  to  carry  out 
the  transfer  of  duties  to  the  committee  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
section  12  of  Government  order  No.  4036  of  30th  October  1863 
should  the  Government  wish  those  instructions  to  hold  good.  The 
Member  in  charge  presumes  that  the  provisions  of  section  21  of  the 
Act    were  duly    considex-ed    by    the    Government    when    they    were    issued. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Sd.)  T.  J.  C.  GRANT, 

Offg.  Secretary. 
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From 


To 


Revenue   Department. 
No.  2164. 

H.  J.  S.  Cotton,  Esq.. 

Acting  Junior    Secretary    to    the    Government    of    Bengal. 

The    Ofig.    Secretary    to    the    Board    of    Revenue. 

Calcutta,    the    13th    October    1874. 


Sir. 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  324  dated  the  24th  August  1874.  Jand  in  reply  to  say  that  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  approves  of  the  proposal  of  the  Member  in  charge 
to  cause  an  application  to  be  made  to  the  Civil  Court  of  the  Hooghly 
district  to  appoint  Mirza  Wahid  Ali,  a  member  of  the  committee 
for  the  Syedpore  Trust  Estate,  in  the  room  of  Mirza  Kasim  Ali. 
deceased. 

2.  1  am  also  to  forward  in  original  a  letter  dated  the  18th  Septem- 
ber 1874  (with  its  enclosures)  from  Syud  Keramut  Ali  Motawallee  of 
the  Imambarah  in  Hooghly  applying  to  be  allowed  to  retire  on  a 
pension  and  to  nominate  a  successor.  It  does  not  appear  to  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  that  this  question  need  remain  in  abeyance  till  that 
of  the  constitution  of  the  Committee  of  management  is  settled,  and  I 
am  to  request  that  the  Member  in  charge  will  be  good  enough  to  report 
what  pension  can  be  given  to  the  Motawallee  and  whether  he  is  entitled 
to  appoint  his  successor,  and,  if  not,  what  arrangements  should  be  made 
for  filling  up  the  vacancy.  More  than  one  application  for  the  appoint- 
ment   has    been    submitted   to  Government. 

3.  The  return  of  tlie  original  enclosure  with  your  reply  is  re- 
quested. 

I    have    the    honour    to    be, 

Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  H.  J.  S.  COTTON, 
■    '  Acting   Junior    Secretary   to    the 

Government   of   Bengal. 
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To 

The    Secretary    to   the    Rnavd    of    Revenue. 

Darbhanga,    Htli    December    1874. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  request  the  favour  of  j'our  laj'ingf  before 
the  Honourable  Board  this  my  application  for  the  Mutwalliship  of  the 
Hooghly    Imambarah    with    such    grounds    as    I    beg   to   submit  below. 

I  have  served  Government  for  upwards  of  35  years  as  Deputy 
Collector  and  Deputy  ^lagistrate  and  have  applied  now  to  retire  from 
the    service    on   pension. 

I  am  and  my  ancestors  have  been  of  Shea  persuasion.  Previous  to 
entering  Government  service,  I  was  appointed  acting  Mutwalli  of  that 
Imambarah  and  was  recommended  for  permanent  appointment  to  that 
post  by  Mr.  Walters,  the  then  Junior  Member  of  the  Board,  but  the 
recommendation  of  the  Senior  Member  prevailing.  Moulvi  Karamut  Ali^ 
the  present  incumbent,  was  appointed.  I  beg  to  enclose  the  certificate 
which  was  granted  to  me  by  the  then  Local  Agents  in  original,  and 
beg  most  respectfully  to  request  to  be  appointed  to  the  post  when  the 
present  Mutwalli  retires  from  the  service  which,  I  understand,  it  is 
his    intention    soon   to   do. 

I    have  the    honour    to    be, 

SlK. 

Your    mosit    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  SYUD  ZAINUDDIN, 
Deputy     l\Iagistrate  and    Dejiuty  Collector 
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From 


To 


Revenue  Depaktment, 

Land  Revenue. 

No.  238. 

H.  .1.  S.  Cotton,  Esq., 

Acting   Junior    Secretary    to    the    Government    of    Bengal. 

The    OfFg.    Secretary    to    the     Board    of     Revenue,     in     the    Land 
Revenue    Department. 

Calcutta,  the    30th    January  1875. 


SlB, 


With  reference  to  Government  order  No.  2164  dated  the  13th 
October  1874,  and  subsequent  reminders  Nos.  2164A.  and  2164B, 
dated  repectively  the  30th  November  and  18th  December  last,  I  am 
directed  co  enquire  what  the  result  has  been  on  the  application  to 
the  Civil  Court  of  Hooghly  for  the  appointment  of  Mirza  Wahid  AH 
as  a  member  of  the  Committee  for  the  management  of  the  Syedpore 
Trust    Estate. 

2.     I    am   to   add    that    the    matter    has   been  long  pending   and    that 
the    Lieutenant-Governor   is    desirous    of   having  it  speedily    settled. 

I     have    the    honour    to    be, 
Sir, 
Your  most   obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  H.  J.  S.  COTTON, 
Act.  Jr.  Secretary   to   the   Government   of   Bengal. 
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No.  261,    dated    Calcutta,    the    2nd '  February    1875. 

From — H.  J.  S.  Cotton,  Esq., 

OfFg.    Junior    Secretary    to    the    Government    of    Bengal,     Revenue 
Department. 

To — The     Oflfg.     Secretary    to    the     Board     of      Revenue,     in     the    Land 
Revenue  Department. 

In  continuation  of  my  letter  No.  238,  dated  30th  January,  I  am 
directed  to  invite  attention  to  paragraph  2 
187^'  "^"*'  '^**'''  ^^"'  ^''"''"  o^  ™y  previous  communication*  therein  cited, 
with  a  request  that  the  Member  in  charge 
will  favour  the  Lieutenaut-Governor,  as  soon  as  possible  with  an 
expression  of  his  opinion  regarding  the  amount  of  pension  which  should 
be  assigned  on  his  retirement,  to  Syud  Karamat  Ali,  the  present 
Mutwalli   of  the    Imambarah   at   Hooghly. 

2.  I  am  to  add  that  this  portion  of  the  case  need  not  be  left 
unsettled,  pending  the  determination  by  the  Civil  Court  of  the  question 
regarding  the  appointment  of  another  member  to  complete  the  number 
of   the  Committee    of  Management. 
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liKNARKS, 

The  Mth    February   1875. 

To 

The    Hon'ble    the    Members    of    the    Hoard   of    Revenue, 

L(nver  Provinces. 

Calcutta. 

Gentlemen,  ^ 

I  am  given  to  understand  that  the  present  Mutwallee  of  HooE^hly 
Emambai-ah  is  about  to  retire  on  pension  ;  I  therefore  respectfully 
beg  to   offer   myself   as    a    candidate    for    tlie    approaching   vacancy. 

I  may  mention  that  1  belong  lo  the  Shea  Sect,  and  am  of  the 
age  of  38  years.  I  was  educated  at  Beneras  in  Jay  Naraiyan's 
College,    and    have    a    fair    knowledge    of    Persian    and    Urdoo  and  English. 

As  regards  my  parentage,  I  Ijeg  to  state  that  I  am  the  son  of 
Hadjee  Abdul  Hamed  Shirazi.  In  i-espect  t  >  my  character,  connec- 
tions and  respectability  as  well  as  my  qualifications,  I  would  solicit 
permission  to  refer  you  to  Mr.  Manackjee  Rustomjee,  Prince  Habaid- 
zuman,  Hadjee  Mirza  Abdool  Kareem  Sherazee,  Hajee  Syed  Saduck 
Soosturee,  ^lir  ilohammad  Cazim  Jowdiaree.  Moonshee  Ameer  Ali, 
Khan    Bahadur,    and    the    Hon'ble    Moulvi    Abdool    Latif.    Khan    Bahadur. 

Some  three  years  ago  the  Government  contemplated  divesting  itself 
of  the  supervision  of  the  Emambarah  in  question,  and  of  entrusting 
the  same  to  a  Committee  formed  of  Mahomedan  gentlemen  of  whom 
the  following  were  addressed  on  the  subject,  viz..  Hadjee  Baba  Kazirani. 
now  away  at  Bushire,  Prince  Halime  Zuman,  Hajee  Mirza  Abdul 
Kareem  Shirazee,  Hadjee  Syed  Sadick  and  Meer  Mohammad  Cazim 
Jowharee. 

Should  the  intentions  of  Government  be  carried  into  effect,  1  shall 
be    most    happy    to   act    under    the    supervision    of    such    a    committee. 

I  beg  to  enclose  for  perusal  copies  of  my  testimonials,  and  in 
doing  so  with  due  deference,  take  the  liberty  of  adding  that  I  am 
prepared  to  furnish  securitj'  in  the  event  of  its  being  considered 
necessary   for    me    to   do    so. 

1    have    the    honour   to    be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your    most    oliedient    servant, 

(Sd.;^   AGHA   MOHAMMAl)   TAKI   SHIRAZEE. 
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No.    64A,    tlatL'cl    Fort    W  illiam,    tlic    Sth    March    1875. 

Fnnii-— (i.    ToYNHEK,    Esq.,    OHiciatiiig    Secretary    to    the    Board    of 
He  venue,    Lower    Provinces, 

To — The    Secretary     to     the     (Jovernnient     of     JJengal,      Keveniie 
Department. 

I    an>    tUrected      to     acknowh-dge      receipt     of     your     letter    No.    2164, 

,.       •    •  f     u..r.i,.o„-^     dated    18th     (Jctuher     last,      on     the     suhiect    of 

No.  955,  dated  22iia  .Jiiniiary  1875,     the    grant    (if   a    pension    to    the    Mutwalli  of  the 

to  t!ie  Bonid.  it         i  i         i  i  i  r      •  i 

No.  5.' dated   .-'tii   idtm,  fioiii      Hooguiy    1  inaui harali,    and    m     reply    to    torward 
|l,e  Local  AsentHiw^^U^^^  -^^^     ^C     ^|,^       correspondence     noted     in    the 

Lominissioiii'i'  ol  niirawaii.  '  t- 

Application    of    tlif    Mutwalli,     margin      on      which      the      Member      in      charge 

dated    19tli    DecfiiiUci-    1874.    witli  .  ,  ,  ,.   1 1        •  ,  • 

euclosnies.  desires    to    make    the    roUowing    observations. 

2.  It  appears  to  Mr.  Schaleh  that  the  services  of  Saiyid  Karamat 
Ali,  as  Mutwalli.  can  alone  be  considered  by  the  Hoard,  any  services 
rendered  by  him  to  the  British  Government  prior  to  his  appointment 
to  the  charge  of  the  Imambarah  being  altogether  beyond  its  purview. 
Any  pension  wliich  it  may  be  thought  right  to  give  him  for  the 
services  of  the  former  kind  must  be  paid  exclusively  from  tlie  funds 
of  the  trust  estate,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  his  merits  in  other 
respects  should  not  be  taken  into  account  in  calculating  his  pension 
as  ^lutwalli,  for  this  would  be  to  burden  the  trust  estate  with  a  cliarge 
it    cannot    justly    be    asked  to    bear. 

3.  As  Mutwalli,  then,  Saiyid  Karamat  Ali  lias  undoubtedly  been  a 
useful  servant  of  the  trustee.  Government  or  its  local  agents,  and  has 
administered  the  estate  judiciously  for  a  period  of  37  years.  Were  he 
a  Government  servant,  such  services  would  entitle  him  to  a  pension 
calculated  on  half  his  average  salary  for  the  last  ten  years,  or  say 
Rs.  3,775  per  annum,  and  the  Member  in  charge  accordingly  recom- 
mends that  he  should  be  granted  a  pension  of  that  amount  from  the 
surplus  revenue  of  the  four-ninths  share  of  the  trust  estate.  Wiiether 
an  independent  acknowledgment  in  the  form  of  pension  should  be  made 
to  him  in  recognition  of  iiis  political  services  is  a  question  for  (ilijvern- 
ment    to   decide. 

4.  The  surplus  proceeds  of  the  four-ninths  share  amount  to 
Rs.  4,1*33  and  can  bear  this  cliarge  ;  but  "Sir.  Schaleh  has  called  upon 
the  Commissioner  of  Burdwan  for  a  statement  showing  the  present 
expenditure    from    that    share    in  detail. 

5.  In    connection    with    this    question     however,    Mr.     Schaleh    thinks 

it    right    to     state     that      when      in      IHbS,     the 

'"•'  Letter  of   the  Governor-General       TV/r,,*.  „    II  •    1       1        a  j."  ■  c 

dated  28tl.  October  1835   No.  108     Mutwallcc     Wished     to    retire    on    a    pension    of 
to   the   General    Committee     of      R^.    250    a    month     the      Board      •"after     careful 

Public  Instruction,  copy    of    winch  i        c        i  i-  i     >•        i       •  i      i 

was  forwarded  to  the  Koard  by     perusal    ot     the     tauliyatiiamah        decided     that 

the     Secretary      to      Government,      t\,„       ^  „     i.        c  ,       '  i.  \r    i.         ii  j-j 

Revenue  Depart.nent  of  Bengal,  .m       ^he      grant     ot     a     pension       to      a     MutwalleS      did 

the2ndof  January  1836.  not     come      within     the     temis     of     the     trust. 

t  Goveriunent    order     No.     lU3tJ,  i  •  i 

dated  the  30tli  October  1863.  But      the     member      ui       charge       thinks     that 

the    Baird  as     then     constituted     overlooked    the 

true     position    of     the     present     Mutwallee     as    laid    down    in    1836.*    and 

again    in    1863. t     They   argued    that   the    deed    of   trust    did    not  authorize 
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tho  Miitwallcps  to  give  iliemselves  pensions  ;  Imt  tliej*  forgot  that 
Gevornment  stood  in  the  place  of  both  the  ^lutwah'ees  appointed  under 
the  trust  deed,  and  that  Saiyid  Karamat  Ali  was  Mutwallee  in  a  different 
sense    from    the    Mur.walk^es    conterapL-ited    by    the    tauliyatnamah. 

6.  As    regards    the     alleged    power    of     a    Mutwallee     to     appoint    or 
*  Letter  of  ihc  Governor- General,     nominate  a  buccessor,    the    Orders    of  1836,*  and 

dated    tlie    28tli     October     1835,       lo/jo  4.  x       at         o    i_    1    1  i  i       1 

No.  108.  to  the  General  Committee  ioOo  T  Seem  to  .\lr.  bcnalch  to  leave  no  doubt 
of  Public  Instruction.  ^^   ^-j^g    matter.     The    Mutwallee    is    in    fact    a 

J  Government  order    >o.      40c56, 

dated  tiie  .sotii  October  1863.  servant     of    Government,     who      represents      both 

Mutwallees  under  the  trust,  and  is,  therefore,  no  more  entitled  of  right 
to  nominate  a  successor  than  any  servant  on  the  Imambarah  establish- 
ment. Nor  can  he  adopt  part  and  rejc-ct  part  of  the  ruling  of  1858. 
If  he  is  Mutwallee  under  the  deed  or  trust,  he  cannot  get  a  pension  ; 
if  he  is  Mutwallee  in  the  sense  of  an  agent  of  the  true  double  Mut- 
wallee,   Government,    lie    cannot    nominate   a    successor. 

7.  The  member  in  charge,  however,  admits  the  reasonableness  of 
Saiyd  Karamat  All's  wish  that  his  successor  should  be  a  person  likely 
to  continue  his  own  careful  administration,  and  is  of  opinion  that  if  it 
be  well  ascertained  that  his  nominee  is  qualified  by  character  and 
ability  for  the  post  and  likely  to  be  acceptable  to  the  ^Muhammadan 
commuuit}',  its  full  weight  should  be  given  to  his  recommendation  ;  but 
it  must  be  I'emembered  that  Government  having  assumed  the  position 
of   trustee,    is    responsible    for    the    fitness    of   the    agent    it    may    appoint. 


No.  Ho5,  dated    Burdwan,  the    22nd    January    1875. 

From — C.  T.  Bcckland,  Esq..  Commissioner   of    the 

Burdwan    Division. 

To — The    Secretary    to    the    Board    oi    Revenue,   Lower  Provinces. 

With  reference  to  your  No.  456  A.,  dated  the  27th  November 
last,  regarding  the  pension  to  be  granted  to  the  present  Mutwallee  of 
the  Hooghly  Imambara,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  copy  of  a  letter 
No.  5,  dated  the  12th  instant,  and  of  its  enclosures,  from  the  Local 
Agents,  Hooghly,  and  to  recommend  for  the  favourable  consideration  of 
the  Board  of  Revenue,  the  proposal  of  the  Local  Agents  to  allow  the 
mutwallee,  as  a  special  case,  to  retire  on  a  pension  equal  to  the 
average  of  the  salary  that  he  has  received  during  the  last  ten  yeare 
of   his    service   as    Mutwallee    of   the    Imambara. 
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No.    5,    dated    Hoogldy,    tlie    12th    January    1875. 

From — Messkb.    F.    H.    Pkllew    and    W.    F.    Mekep,  Local    Agents, 

Hooghly, 
To — The    Coniniissioner    oi"    thi    Biiidvvan    Division. 
In     reply    to    your     No.     479     of    3rd    December    1874,    regarding   the 
pension     of    the     Mutwalli     of    the     Hooghly     Imambarah,     we     have    the 
honour     to     forwarii     copies     of    the    correspondence     which     has     passed 
between    us    and    the    I\Iut\valli    on    the    receipt    of   your   letter. 

2.  From  the  latter  part  of  the  letter  of  the  Mutwalli.  dated  19th 
December,  to  our  address,  we  are  led  to  suppose  that  the  ^lutwalli 
hojies  for  a  pension  equal  in  amount  to  the  emoluments  vvhicli  he  at 
pi-esent  derives  from  the  Trust  Estate.  In  order  to  save  further 
correspondence,  we  again  addressed  him  in  our  letter  of  30th  ultimo, 
informing  him  that  we  had  jjroposed  that  his  pension  should  be  equal 
to  one  half  of  the  average  salary  which  iie  had  drawn  daring  the 
last  ten  years,  and  asked  if  this  would  be  acceptable  to  him.  We 
find,  however,  that  while  the  Mutwalli  expresses  his  dissatisfaction  at 
this  proposal  in  his  letter  dated  the  2nd  current  to  our  address,  he 
has  not  favoured  us  with  a  more  explicit  statement  than  that  contain- 
ed   in    his    previous    letter    of   the    U)th    ultimo. 

3.  Under  the  Will  of  the  Founder,  pensions  have  a  prior  claim 
on  the  income  of  the  yths  share,  which  amounts  to  about  Rs.  26,845 
annually.  We  append  a  statement  shewing  the  charges  of  the  Emam- 
barah  debitable  to  the  ^ths  share,  together  with  the  pensions  which 
are  still  current.  The  whole  of  the  charges  amount  in  all  to 
Rs.  21,911-15,  so  that  there  is  an  annual  surplus  of  about  Rs.  4,933-1, 
to  which  sum  might  be  debited  the  pension  which  Government  may 
be    pleaied    to   award    to   the    Mutwalli. 

4.  lu  our  letter  No.  31,  dated  r.he  11th  August  1874,  to  your 
address,  we  proposed,  on  the  ordinary  rule  in  force  for  Government 
appointments,  that  the  pension  to  be  granted  to  the  Mutwalli  should 
]je  one-half  of  the  average  salary,  which  he  has  drawn  from  the 
Syedpur  Estate  during  the  last  ten  years.  We  beg  to  forward  here- 
with a  statement  shewing  the  amount  of  the  salary  of  the  Mutwalli 
since  1864.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that  in  addition  to 
the  salary,  he  has  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  a  commodious  and  well- 
furnished  residence  with  a  valual^le  library,  battis,  servants,  etc., 
attached    to    his    position    as    Mutwalli    of    the    Emambai-ah. 

5.  The  Mutwalli  has  performed  distinguished  services  to  Govern- 
ment, which  have  been  acknowledged  Ijy  the  Court  of  Directors,  and 
he  has  great  and  peculiar  claims  on  the  endowment,  which  he  has 
not  only  provided  by  unwearied  personal  zeal  and  energj^  (for  he  was 
architect,  surveyor  and  clerk  of  the  works),  with  magnificent  buildings 
as  Avell  as  a  valuable  library,  but  for  wdiieli  and  for  the  Mahomedan 
community  in  general,  he  has  recovered  large  arrears  of  endowed 
lands     which     had     l)een     misappropriated     by     his     predecessors.     These 
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lands  were  only  recoveivd  alter  great  personal  anxiety  and  annoyance  ; 
for  they  were  for  tlie  most  part  held  l)y  wealth}'  Hindoos,  who 
defended  their  claims  in  each  appellate  court  availai)le.  Some  of  these 
cases,  he  has  been  engaged  in  conducting  since  that  time  when  we 
first  held  charge  of  this  office.  At  his  advanced  age  to  engage  in 
litigation  fearlessly  and  spontaneously  for  purely  public  purposes,  is  a 
striking  testimony  to  the  worth  and  sterling  qualities  of  his  character. 
We,  therefoi-e,  willingly  join  with  him  in  e.xpressing  a  hope  that  the 
Government  may  be  pleased  to  treat  his  application  as  a  special  case, 
and.  if  possible,  complying  with  what  we  believe  to  be  his  wishes, 
to  allow  him  tc  retire  on  a  pension  equal  to  the  average  of  the 
salary  which  he  has  hitherto  enjoyed  as  Mutwalli  of  the  Emambarah. 
At  the  same  time  we  hope  that  he  will  continue  to  be  Mutwalli 
till    a    really    satisfactory    successor    can    be    found. 


Dated,    Hooghly.    the    19th    Ueceinljer    1874. 

From — SvuD    Kekamat    Ali,  Mutwalli  of   the    Hooghly 

Imambarah, 
To — The    Local    Agents    of    Hooghlj*. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an  enclosure 
from  your  office,  dated  5th  instant,  enclosing  a  communication  from 
the  officiating  Secretary  to  the  Hoard  of  Revenue  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Burdwan,  and  another  from  the  Commissioner  to  you.  as  also  your 
memorandum  No.  48  of  yesterday's  date  with  a  request  from  you  to 
let    you    know    what    amount    of   pension    I    consider    myself    entitled    to. 

In  I'eply.  I  Ijeg  respectfully  to  call  your  attention,  in  the  first 
place  to  my  long  services  under  Government,  not  only  as  mutwalli  of 
this  Imambarah,  but  also  in  other  capacities,  and  trust,  in  recommending 
the  amount  of  pension  to  be  gi-anted  to  me,  you  will  not  onlj-.  take 
into  your  kind  consideration  my  life-long  services,  but  also  call  the 
attention  of  the  superior  authorities  to  them,  hoping  at  the  same  time 
that  you  will  excuse  me  for  the  delay  occasioned  by  Ihe  illness  of 
my    clerk. 

My  connection  with  the  British  Government  first  commenced  with 
my  service  under  Sir  John  Campbell,  afterwards  the  British  Envoy, 
and  at  that  time  in  Persia  who  searched  me  out  and.  entertained  me 
in  the  services  of  the  Embassy  at  Tabriz,  to  which  T  remained 
attached  for  about  three  years.  The  watch  and  the  complimentaiy 
letter  awarded  to  me  liy  the  Honourable  Court  of  Directors  for  my 
Treatise  on  Prosody  were  in  reality  a  reward  for  mj-  faithful  services 
during  these  years,  which  were  the  only  medium  to  make  my  book 
accepted  to.  and  my  credits  acknowledged  by  them.  Here  I  may  beg 
to  add,  also,  that  whilst  in  Persia  I  i-eceived  several  offers  from  the 
Russian  Envoy  to  proceed  to  St.  Petersburgh  and  enter  the  services 
of  his  Government,  but  the  love  and  esteem  I  entertained  for  Sir 
John  Campbell  and  my  other  P^nglish  friends  kept  me  back  from 
listening   to   the    Russian    Envoy's    temptation. 
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I  was  rocommendcd  by  Sir  .loliii  (JaiiipljoU  to  ae-coinpany  my  most 
lamented  and  dear  friend  and  pupil,  (Japtain  Arthur  ('oiioUy,  in  his 
arduous  ft^at  of  reaching  India  vid  Afu'anistan.  His  travels  have 
been  given  to  tiie  world  in  i\\o  volumes  in  the  English  language 
and  1  can  only  say  that  the  aUcction  which  breathes  in  his  pages 
towards  me  is  onlj'  e(iual  to  tliat  I  entertained  for  him  and  still 
entertain  lor  his  memory.  On  liis  return  to  India,  Captain  Conolly 
introduced  me  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor-General  and 
Lady  William  Bentinck,  from  whom  and  other  European  gentlemen  and 
ladies  I  received  the  greatest  consideration  and  kindness,  His  Excel- 
lency and  Her  Ladyship  going  so  far  as  to  receive  me  in  their  enter- 
tainment as  their  principal  guest.  I  also  received  from  them  the  most 
flattering    credentials. 

On  my  arrival  in  India  with  Captain  Conolly,  I  was  despatched 
by  ihe  British  Government  as  Confidential  Political  Agent  to  the 
newly  established  Bai-ikzie  Court  at  Cabul.  Here  also  I  remained  for 
about  three  years.  The  Multhun  Court,  or  the  rendezvous  for  the 
merchants  dealing  in  fruits,  sugarcandy,  etc..  was  opened  in  Cabul 
through  my  indefatigable  labour.  It  was  owing  to  my  exertion  and 
persuasions  that  Nawab  Abdul  Jubl)ur  Khan,  elder  brother  of  Dost 
Mahomed,  Amir  of  Cabul,  had  condescended  to  open  a  freindly  inter- 
course with  British  Government  and  connect  the  two  States  in  mutual 
alliance,  and  that  with  this  vieAv  he  had  sent  his  eldest  son,  Abdul 
Gyas  Khan,  to  India  under  a  pretext  of  having  him  trained  there 
while  Ameer  Dost  Mahomed  Khan  was  only  watching  for  a  happy 
result  that  he  might  send  his  own  son  also  in  the  same  way.  In 
doing  all  my  services  here  as  well  as  elsewhere  I  did  never  bring  any 
kind  of  loss  on  the  Government  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  created  for  it  as 
much  benefit  as  my  humble  ability  could  do,  by  devoting  all  I  could 
save  from  my  own  income.  In  Cabul  I  had  free  boarding  and  lodging 
with  my  friends,  and  so  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  become  more 
servicable  to  Government.  I  regret  much  my  suggestions  at  the  time 
were  not  carried  into  effect  by  Government,  or  I  feel  confident  the 
subsequent  losses  would  have  been  warded  off.  But  now  that  it  is 
acted  upon  according  to  those,  my  former  intimations,  they  are.  being 
too  late,  brought  to  execution  with  expense.  At  one  time  I  had  also 
communicated  n\y  views  of  the  political  aspect  of  affairs  in  Persia  to 
Colonel  Macdonald,  British  Envoy  in  Persia,  and  other  English  gentle- 
men ;  but  they  had  also  disapproved  of  them.  From  Cabul,  after 
completing  my  mission,  1  intended  again  to  proceed  to  Persia,  but  was 
dissuaded    by    my    English    friends. 

On  my  n^turn  Government  conferred  on  me,  in  recognition  of  mj' 
loyal  and  faithful  services  at  Cabal,  the  Sudder  Ameenship  of  Ajmere  ; 
and  though  I  held  tiiis  post  for  a  short  time,  yet  the  manner  in 
whieh  I  performed  the  duties  of  my  office  was  sufficient  for  my 
superiors,  Colonel  Alves  and  Captain  Trevelyan,  to  judge  of  my  per. 
sonal  merits  and  ability  and  to  recommend  me  to  the  Board.  From 
this  post  it  was  that  I  was  directed  by  the  Honouralde  15oard  of 
Revenue  to  take  charge  of  the  important  office  of  Mutwalli  of  this 
magnificent    endowment    of    Mohaminail    ^lohsin.     I    have    held     this     office 
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for  37  or  88  years,  and  I  trust  the  manner  in  whicli  I  have  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  mj'  oHico  has  been  to  the  enfeire  satisfaction  of 
the  superior  authorities.  Besides,  during  tlie  hite  mutiny,  I,  liy  my 
judicious  counsels  and  advices,  kept  many  pLaces  from  being  revolted^ 
especially  Hooghly  and  Chinsiirah,  which  wore  on  th(>  point  of  rising 
to  a  confusion  and  tumult,  but  were  suppressed  i)y  my  exertions  and 
ert'orts. 

The  services  I  have  rendered  have  all  sprung-  from  a  sincere  wish 
to  add,  according  to  my  humble  ability,  to  the  glory  of  the  British 
name  in  India.  I  abolished  every  useless  expenditure  and  added  some 
five  or  six  thousand  rupees  to  the  annual  income  of  the  endowment, 
by  discharging  various  servants  who  were  formerly  retained  for  the 
Mutwalli,  resuming  their  chakran  (.service)  lands,  and  stopping  a  super- 
fluous allowance  of  Rs.  720  per  annum  to  a  Brahmocharee.  for  wdiich 
I  had  to  encounter  many  serious  attacks.  The  former  servants  of  the 
Imambarah  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  robbing  it,  were  turned  out, 
and  respectable  j\Iahomedans,  trained  by  myself,  were  placed  in  their 
stead,  I  erected  the  present  structure  which  now  occupies  the  site  of 
the  old  ruinous  Emambarah,  and  gave  it  all  sorts  of  improvements  with 
the  expense  of  all  my  strength  and  money.  I  have  attached  to  it  a 
magnificent  library,  so  very  necessary  for  Emambarahs,  full  of  valuable 
Koran  and  Hadeeses,  most  rare  Arabic  and  Persian  works,  and  various 
mathematical  instruments,  to  the  value  of  some  fift.j'  thousand  rupees, 
from  my  own  money,  and  succeeded  to  appropriate  to  the  use  of  the 
Emambarah  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  beeghas  of  laud  and  several 
houses  in  Hooghly,  acquired  out  of  my  own  income.  I  tried  as  much 
as  I  could  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  and  learning,  I  wrote  and  pub- 
lished many  scientific  books.  I  tempted  the  Mahomedans  of  Delhi  to 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  English  by  setting  them  my  own  example ; 
and  during  my  incuml)ency  here,  I  have  offered  free  boarding  and  lodg- 
ing and  other  assistances,  from  the  Emambarah  as  well  as  from  my 
private  fund.  I  am  glad  to  state  that  a  number  of  256  boarding  students 
have  successfully  lieen  educated  here  from  the  year  1840 .  up  to  the 
pi-esent  date,  and  holding  different  posts  from  the  mohourrij-ship  up  to 
the  office  of  the  Principal  Sudder  Ameen.  I  have  also  been,  during  my 
stay    here,    an    honorary    member   to   the    Asiatic    Society    of   Bengal. 

I  place  all  these  facts  before  you,  and  call  your  attention  to  my 
services  in  the  earnest  hope  that  you  will  recommend  the  grant  of  a 
pension  to  me  equal  in  amount  to  my  salary.  I  should  also  beg  to  inform 
you  that  had  not  my  own  shai-e  for  an  entire  year  been  absorbed  in  the 
Shekisti-lakeraj  (resumption  of  the  invalid  lakeraj)  cases  by  the  impru- 
dence of  the  Collector  of  Jessore  ;  had  not  a  large  sum  been  taken 
repeatedly  from  me  as  my  income  tax,  both  here  as  well  as  in  Jessore. 
which,  thour>h  I  applied  for  on  the  4th  May  1874,  has  not  yet  been 
ordered  for  a  refund  ;  and  had  not  Abdul  Wahab  late  cashier  of  the 
Emambara  embezzled  a  sum  of  Rs.  17,280  and  odd  annas  (v/hich  I  made 
good  to  the  Emambarah,  inasmuch  as  I  have  not  suffered  it  to  sustain 
a  single  loss  during  my  incumbency,  but  taken  upon  myself  if  there- 
occurred  any)  and  my  superior  authorities  declined  to  assist  me  in  the 
law    suit    against    him   and    his    sureties,    I    would    not    have    fallen   to   my 
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present  reduced  condition.  liosides,  it  is  wt-U  known  how  people  of  my 
position  have  heen  awarded  with  handsome  allowances  and  pensions,  both 
here  and  in  Persia,  for  doin^if  the  like  services  I  have  done  in  Persia  and 
('abul.  as  well  as  for  tilling  such  an  important  office  of  mutwalli.  I 
leave  my  case  for  you  and  the  Government  to  judge  whether,  after  this 
■  lapse  of  time  and  continuous  faithful  and  loyal  services,  I  can  believe 
jnyself  entitled  to  a  full  pension,  as  I  have  mentioned  in  mine  of  the 
flth    July    1874,    to    the    Commissionei*. 

In  conclusion,  I  shall  add  that  whatever  the  pension  tha*"  should 
be  granted  to  me,  my  old  age  (80  years)  does  not  lead  me  to  hope 
I  shall  be  a  pensioner  for  any  very  long  period.  I  also  beg  to  add 
that  the  person  I  have  nominated  as  my  successor  in  mine  of  the 
30th  March  1874,  is  no  relative  of  mine  and  is  no  way  connected 
■with  me.  In  nominating  him  I  have  been  actuated  by  the  sole 
wish  to  serve  Government  most  faithfully  and  single-mi  ndedly.  And 
■should  he  be  not  allowed  to  succeed  me,  I  hope  the  Government 
■would,  after  m?,  appoint  such  a  mutwalli  as  will  deal  with  my 
■waqufs    exactly  according   to   my    wishes. 

Copies  of  the  letters,  etc.,  as  per  list  annexed,  are  herewith  sub- 
mitted   for   your    favourable    consideration. 


East    India    House, 

Dated   the    19th    August    1831. 

From — P.    AuBKR,    Esq., 

To — Syed   Kei'amat    Ali,    the    Mutwalli  of    the    Hooghlj-    Imambarah. 

Your  eloquent  addi'ess  to  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Directors 
and  the  Treatise  on  Prosody  which  accompanied  it  have  been  received 
and  laid  before  the  Court,  by  who-n  I  am  commanded  to  make  known 
to  you  the  satisfaction  with  which  they  have  received  this  manifesta- 
tion of  your  respect  and  attachment  and  of  your  solicitude  for  the 
improvement    and    dififusion  of    the    poetical    literature    of    Persia. 

In  the  seminaries  of  learning  established  by  the  Court  for  the 
■education  of  the  youth  who  are  destined  to  administer  the  affairs 
of  British  Empire  in  India,  a  correct  and  comprehensive  Treatise  on 
Persian  Prosody  has  long  been  wanting.  Tliis  defect  has  now  been 
supplied  by  your  industry  and  learning,  and  the  Court,  duly  appre- 
ciating the  value  of  the  work  and  the  motives  which  have  actuated 
you  in  presenting  it  to  them,  directed  me  to  convey  to  you  the 
expression  of  their  thanks,  and  to  signify  to  you  that,  as  a  mark  of 
■their  approbation  and  favour,  they  have  directed  a  watch  with  a  chain 
And  seal  to  be  transmitted  from  this  country  and  presented  to  jou 
l)y   the    British    Envoy   in    Persia   in    the     name    of   the    Court. 

I  am  further  instructed  ro  aid.  in  reply  to  that  part  of  your 
address  which  relates  to  the  ti'eatise  on  the  Arabian  prosody,  that, 
as  your  supposition  with  regard  to  its  comparative  inutility  in  this 
country  is  correct,  they  will  not  avail  themselves  of  your  offer  of 
transmitting    it. 
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Traiislatitin    of   the    superscription     on    tlio    watch. 

"In  ac'ConlaiiC(>  to  tlu'  orders  of  the  ('ourt  of  Directors  of  the 
Honoural)le  East  India  (Company,  awarded  to  the  ilhistrioiis  Meer 
Kermut    Ali  ;    finislied   in    the    seat    of   Government,   London,  1831." 

Syud  Keraniut  Ali,  native  of  Joynpiir.  l>eneras,  liavint;  hecn  intro- 
duced to  Lord  William  Bentinck  by  Lieutenant  Arthur  ConoUy 
whom  ho  has  accompanied  in  a  tour  overland  from  Persia  via  Herat 
and  Kandahar  to  India  was  received  l)y  His  Lordship  at  his  talde 
and    otherwise    honoured    while    ha     remained    in    the    camp. 

At  his  request,  and  under  His  Lordship's  sanction,  I  give  him 
this  testimonial  of  his  personal  merit  and  of  His  Lordsliii)'s  satisfac- 
tion   with    him. 

(Sd)      H.  T.  PRIXSEP, 

Secretary. 

Cami'   Mep:uut, 
26th    Februarv   liSoL 


Dated    Jessore,    the    30th    June    1862. 

From — The  Officiating    Collector    of   Jessore. 
To—  The    Mutwalli  of    the    Hooghly    Imaml)ara. 

I  am  anxious  to  see  you.  if  possible,  at  Jessore.  I  wish 
to  consult  with  j'ou  on  a  very  important  question  affecting  the  Syud- 
pore  Trust  Estate.  It  refers  to  the  large  mass  of  suits  which  have 
been  instituted  for  the  resumption  of  lakheraj  lands  in  the  putnee 
mehals.  I  am  aware  that  j^our  consent  was  somewhat  unwillingly  given 
to  their  institution  and  after  much  careful  investigation  I  have  myself 
conceived  a  strong  doubt  of  their  success.  T  wish  to  consult  you  as 
to  the  propriety  of  settling  these  cases  bv  composition  with  the 
lakherajdars.  with  a  view  to  the  recovery  of  the  value  of  the  stamp 
on   which    the    petitions    of   plaint    have    been    engrossed. 

I  cannot  come  to  any  definite  conclusion  on  the  subject,  nor  do 
I  wish  to  do  so,  without  fully  laying  the  matter  before  you.  and  as 
the  points  to  be  considered  are  too  numerous  and  intricate  to  be 
satisfactorilj  discussed  by  letter.  I  l)eg  that  you  will  d"  me  the 
favour  of  coming  over  to  Jessore  at  your  earliest  convenience.  As 
the  case  must  be  tried  under  the  new  law  before  the  civil  courts^ 
and  not  by  myself,  no  time  must  be  lost.  I  hope  to  hear  from  you 
immediately  on  the  subject,  and  trust  that  you  may  be  able  to  follow 
your    letter    at    an    early    date. 
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Dated    Jessore,   the    14th    July     1862. 

From-    Tlu'    Officiating   Collector   of   Jessore, 
To — 'riic    Mutwalli    of    the    Hooghly    Imamharah. 

1  beg  to  acknowledge  the  i-eeeipt  of  your  letter  of  the  11th 
instant,  and  in  reply  to  point  out  to  you  that  1  did  not  ask  you  to 
favour  me  with  your  presence  here  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in 
negotiations  with  the  lakherajdars,  but  in  order  that  I  might  have 
the  benefit  of  a  consultation  with  you  on  the  necessity  for  entering 
into   those    negotiations. 

You  are  probably  aware  that  the  institution  of  all  these  suits 
under  Regulation  II,  1819,  had  been  ordered  by  the  Hoard  of  Revenue, 
and  had  almost  been  completed  when  I  first  took  charge  of  this 
office.  I  knew  nothing  whatever  al)ouc  the  suits  at  the  time  ;  but 
I  have  since  carefully  entered  into  the  matter,  and  have  myself 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  under  the  law  the  prtneedars,  an  !  not  our. 
selves,    are    the    only   party    who   can    sue    for    resumption. 

The  Board  of  Revenue  have,  how^ever.  clearly  ruled  to  the 
contraiy,  and  though  I  am  persuaded  that  in  doing  so,  they  had  not 
had  the  question  properly  put  before  them,  yet  I  cannot  now  officially 
demur  to  their  decision,  unless  I  can  state  that  you  agree  with 
me    in    my    views    on    the    matter. 

I  believe  myself  that  we  see  the  chance  of  losing  every  one  of 
the  suits  with  all  our  expenses  on  stamp  papers  and  other  costs  of 
the  suit  go  to  trial,  and  it  gi-eatly  depends  on  you  whether  we  shall 
incur  this  loss  or  not.  I.  therefore,  beg  of  you  to  come  over  and 
hold  a  confei-ence  with  me  on  the  subject.  I  do  not  place  the 
smallest  confidence  either  in  your  mooktear  or  in  the  amlah  of  your 
office.  Nor  do  I  think  theii'  opinions  worth  asking  on  the  question 
We  have  no  time  to  lose  ;  the  cases  have  been  ti'ausferred  bj'  law 
to   the    civil    courts,    and    will    shortly    be    taken    up. 

Besides,  the  Board  of  Revenue  ai-e  passing  for  a  report  upon 
them.       Please    come    over   at    vour   verv    earliest    convenience. 


No.    49.    dated    Hooghly,    the    30th    Deceml)er    1874. 
Memorandum    from — The    Local    Agents    of    Hooghly. 
To — The    Mutwalli    of    the    Hooghly    Tmaiiibara. 

The  Local  Agents  l)eg  to  acknowledge  the  mutwalli's  letter,  dated 
the  19th  current,  with  reference  to  the  pension  of  the  mutwalli. 
They  have  read  with  interest  the  statement  of  the  mutwalli's  services. 
The  mutwalli,  however,  has  not  favoured  them  by  stating  what  amount 
of  pension  would  be  acceptable  to  him.  The  Local  Agents,  while 
appreciating   the    mutwalli's    apj  arent    motive    for    refraining    to    mention 
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any  specific  sum,  request  to  know  if  the  proposal,  which  was  made  to 
Government  when  submitting  his  enclosure  to  his  letter  of  the  Dth 
July  last,  would  be  satisfactory  to  the  mutwalli.  The  proposal  was 
that  the  mutwalli  should  be  allowed  a  pension  equal  to  one-half  of 
the  average  salary  which  he  had  drawn  for  the  last  ten  years  or 
Rs.    315    per  mensem. 


Dated    Hooghly,    the    2nd    January    1875. 

From — Syud    Kekamat  ,  Ali,   Mutwalli    of   the    Hooghly  Imambara, 
To — The    Local    Agents    of    Hooghly. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  No.  49  of  the  30th  ultimo, 
I  have  the  honour  to  observe  that  every  person  entertains  more 
regard  and  love  for  his  faithful  servants  according  as  they  grow 
older  and  serve  for  a  longer  period,  and  such  regard  is  shewn  more 
extensively  by  Governments.  I  have  spent  more  than  half  of  my 
age  in  the  service  of  the  British  Government,  and  proved  myself 
most  faithful  and  zealous  in  every  way.  My  connection  with  the 
British  Government  is  of  a  rare  character  and  perhaps  never  seen  in 
any  Government,  inasmuch  as  I  have  all  along  the  time  been 
accustomed  to  spend  all  my  money  for  a  better  performance  of  the 
business  entrusted  to  me  in  order  to  have  my  name  go  with  the 
existence  of  the  British  name  in  India.  The  nature  of  all  the 
impoi-tant  services  I  have  rendered  to  Government  as  mentioned  in 
mine  of  the  19th  ultimo,  will  be,  T  believe,  very  difficult  for  you  to 
comprehend    at    once    and    appreciate    duly. 

2.  I  l)eg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  kharij  towliyat,  which  has 
been  left  to  my  disposal  much  in  the  shape  of  a  jagheer,  the  accounts 
of  which  I  have  not  to  forward  to  any  superiors.  But  I  always 
take  the  same  care  of  it  as  I  do  for  the  waqf.  though  I  always 
refrained  to  derive  a  single  benefit  from  it.  atigmenting,  on  the  other 
hand,  its  income  by  every  possible  means  and  at  the  expense  of  all 
my  strength  and  money.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  kharij  towliyat 
will  ever  continue  as  my  jagheer,  or  will  be  resumed  from  me. 
Here  I  may  add  also,  that  in  the  beginning  ]\Ir.  ^[angles,  the  then  Secretary 
to  the  Government  of  India,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  then  Commissioner  of  the 
Moorshedabad  division,  had  proposed  for  me  two  shares  out  of  the  nine, 
but  I  had  taken  it  for  an  abuse,  and  declared  it  to  be  so.  Further, 
I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  am  a  Government  servant,  and  not  a 
servant  to  the  Waqf  Hajee  Mahomed  Mohsin  ;  for  in  the  latter  case  my 
share  would  have  been  much  greater. 
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8.  As  for  the  query  wliotlior  the  proposal  which  you  made  to 
Goveniiueiit  (for  an  allowance  of  a  pension  to  nie  ecjual  to  one-half  of 
the  average  salary  which  I  have  drawn  for  the  last  ten  years,  or  Rs.  315 
per  mensem)  would  !«>  satisfac  ory  to  iiie,  I  have  onlj'  to  say  that 
paragraph  S  of  my  letter  of  the  l'.)th  l)ec(>ml)er  last  lias  unfortunately 
been  overlooked.  Besides,  1  cannot  understand  what  peculiar'ty  is  there 
in  taking  ten  years  as  a  standard  for  the  calculation.  In  tlie  year 
1858,  the  Commissioner  of  the  Division  had  recommended  for  me  a 
pension  equal  to  one-third  of  my  salary,  or  Rs.  250  per  mensem  ;  and 
how  this  calculation  bears  so  vast  a  dissimilaritj'  to  that  of  yours  is 
beyond    my    com]>rohension. 

4.  I  regret  to  state  that  I  have  not  been  favoured  witli  any 
reply  as  to  the  disposal  of  my  vvaqufs,  though  on  the  i^Otli  duly  last, 
when  I  had  the  honour  to  wait  upon  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
General,  I  was  intimated  by  His  Excellency  that  my  waqufs  shall  be 
disposed    of    exactly   according    to    my    wislies. 

5.  In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  not  to 
make  any  further  delay,  but  submit  all  the  papers  relating  to  my 
pension    at    once   for   the    consideration  of  Government. 


Dated    Hooghly    Imambara,    the    18th    September    1874. 

From — Syud  Keraniat  Ali,    Mutwalli    of    the    Hooghly     Imamliarah, 
To — The  Private  Secretary  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of   Bengal. 

I  beg  to  inform  you  that  before  this  I  had  applied  for  pension, 
when  the  Hon'ble  Board  of  Revenue,  in  the  year  1858,  was  pleased 
to  refuse  it  to  me  on  the  ground  that  the  grant  of  a  pension  to  the 
Mutwalli  is  not  inserted  into  the  Deed  of  Appropriation  but  tliey 
held,  when  the  Mutwalli  is  incompetent  to  discharge  the  functions  of 
his  office,  he  should  appoint  a  successor.  As  I  had  some  of  the  works 
relating  to  the  Imambara  left  unfinished,  and  had  nobody  to  support 
my  claim  for  pension,  I  remained  quiet  in  performing  the  duties  of 
my    office. 

Further,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  have  served  the  British  Govern- 
ment for  upwards  of  45  years,  not  only  as  the  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambarah,  but  also  in  other  capacities  and  at  more  critical  junctures. 
The  grand  structure,  with  all  its  embellishments,  which  now  occupies 
the  site  of  the  poor,  sorry  looking,  and  ruinous  old  Imaml)arah,  is 
the  result  of  my  indefatigable  laltour,  which  I  have  constructed  with 
the  expense  of  all  mj  strength  and  money  and  attached  to  it  a 
magnificent  library,  full  of  valuable  Gorans  and  other  books  and 
mathematical  instiuments,  which  the  old  Imambarah  was  wanting,  from 
my  own  expenses.  All  these  services  I  have  rendered  to  the  Imam- 
barah during  my  incumbency  of  the  last  37  years,  have  sprung  from 
a  sincere  wish  to  add.  accordini  to  my  humble  ability,  to  the  glory  of 
the    British    name    in    India. 
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Succeeding,  however,  not  only  in  finishing  the  works  I  had  to  do 
for  the  Imambarah,  but  also  to  procure  a  successor  agreeably  to  the 
rulings  of  the  Hoard,  and  feeling  myself  unable  to  serve  Government 
any  longer,  I  had  the  honour  to  apply  again  for  a  pension,  which  was 
on  the  9th  of  July  last.  But  the  Hon'ble  Board  of  Revenue  have 
declared,  in  the  present  occasion,  that  they  can  do  nothing  with  regard 
to  the  pension  and  successor  until  they  have  obtained  the  final  orders 
of  Government  on  a  reference  made  regarding  the  appointment  of  the 
Committee  of  Management  under  Act  XX  of  1863.  First,  it  must  be 
considered  that  nothing  but  the  impracticability  of  the  said  Act  might 
have  prevented  the  Hoard  from  carrying  it  into  efi"ect  during  the  last 
11  years.  Again,  whether  the  Act  be  carried  into  efiect.  and  the 
Committee    be    appointed    or  not,   it    has  nothing   to    do    with    my    pension. 

I  should  also  bring  to  your  notice  that  the  Collector  of  Jessore 
has  discontinued  the  custom  of  sending  me  the  accounts  of  the  endow- 
ment property  in  Je&sore,  though  it  was  at  the  special  direction  of 
Government,  that  it  was  required  to  be  done  so  ;  and  myself,  having 
a    ninth    share    in    the    income,    can    come    to   know    nothing   about  it. 

I.  therefore,  hope  you  will  be  kindly  so  pleased  as  to  forward  this 
my  humble  letter  to  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  that  a 
pension    may    thereby    be    soon  granted  to  me. 
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No.    136A. 


Board    of  Revenuk. 
13th   March   1875. 


To 


The    Secretaiy,  Government    oi    Bengal, 

Revenue    Department. 


SiK. 


In    continuation    of    this   otHce     No.    64  A.,    dated    the    8th    March 

1875,    I    am    directed     by    Member-in-cliarge     to   forward    for    disposal    the 

,     , ,     ,  „      , ,.  two    applications     received    hv    the    Board    from 

1.  byeu  ZyDuddiii.  ^^ 

2.  Agha     Mohaiiiinad      T.iki     the    persons     named     on     the     margin    for     the 

post  of   a    Mutwalli    of   the  Hooghly    Imambarah 
in    the    event    of   the    retirement    of   the    present    incumbent. 

I    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)    Illegible, 
Ofig.  Secretary. 
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No.    70l,    dated    Calcutta,    the    ISth    March    1875. 

From — H.    J.    S.    Cotton,    E.sq..  Officiatiiiij    Junior    Secretary    to 

the    Government    of  Bengal,    Revenue    Department, 

To — Officiating  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Revenue.  Land  Revenue 
Department. 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  i-eceipt  of  your  letter  No.  64A.. 
dated  the  8th  February  1875,  and,  with  reference  to  the  3rd  and  4th 
paragraphs,  to  say  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  pleased  to  sanction 
the  grant  to  Syud  Karamat  Ali,  Mutwalli  of  the  Imambarah  at 
Hooghly,  of  a  pension  of  Rs.  3,775  per  annum,  equal  to  a  moiety  of 
his  average  salary,  for  the  last  ten  years,  payable  from  the  surplus 
revenue  of  the  four-ninths  share  of  the  Mahomed  Mohsin  Endowment 
Fund,  and  that,  in  recognition  of  the  political  services  of  the  Mutwalli, 
a  recommendation  will  be  made  to  the  Government  of  India  for  such 
a  further  grant  as  may  1  ring  up  the  amount  of  his  pension  to 
Rs.    5,000    annually. 

2.  With  regard  to  the  appointment  of  a  successor  to  Syud 
Karamat  Ali,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  concurs  with  the  Member  in 
charge  in  thinking  it  reasonable  that  full  -weight  should  be  given  to 
any  recommendation  which  the  Mutwalli  may  make,  and  His  Honour 
has  seen  a  written  statement  from  the  Mutwalli  addressed  to  Moonshee 
Ameer  Ali,  nominating  his  (Ameer  All's)  son  as  successor.  While  Sir 
Richard  Temple  would  be  disposed  to  cast  the  responsibility  of  selec- 
tion of  the  Mutwalli,  he  requests  that  Mr.  Schalch  will  communicate 
with  Karamat  Ali  as  to  his  present  wishes  in  the  matter,  and  also 
consider    the    eligiliility    of   the    persons     named     in     the     margin,     whose 

Nawab  Falik-id-Dowlah,  of  applications*  are  enclosed.  The  Hon'ble  Nawab 
?ent\!;The%T-K°„?:£  oU':^     Syud    Ashgur    Ali    has    also   verbally    expressed 

Syud  Aslirut  Ali,  a  pleader  of     l^jg      willingness     to     accept     the     post.      After 

Bhagulpore.   who  states    that    his  ...  . 

father  was  formerly  Mutwalli.  taking   thesc    and    Other    applications     that     may 

-  Not  traceable.  have    been    made   to   the    Board  into     considera- 

tion, the  Lieutenant-Governor  desires  that  he  may  be  favoured  with  the 
final  opinion  of  the  Member  in  charge  as  to  the  person  on  whom  the 
office  of  Mutwalli  should  be  conferred.  The  person  selected  should  be 
a  Mahomedan  of  the  Sheeah  persuasion  possessed  of  both  literary  and 
business  qualifications  and  acceptable  to  the  Mahomedan  community 
generally. 
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No.    703.    (latod   Calcutta,    the  18th    March    1875. 

From — H.  J.   S.  Cotton,  Esq.,    Officiating   Junior  Secretary    to  the 
Government    of    Bengal,    Revenue    Department, 

To — The    Secretary    to    the    Government    of    India, 

Department    of    Revenue,    Agriculture    and    Commerce. 

I    am     directed     to     submit,     for    the     favourable     consideration     and 

orders    of   the    Government    of    India,    copies     of 

"Extracts  parac;raph.s  2-5  from     the   papers    noted    in    the     margin*     relating    to 

a  letter  J«o.  64  A,  dated    the    otii  i     ^  . 

March  1875,  from  tiie  Board  of     the     proposed      grant     of     a     jjensiou     to     Syud 

Reveuiie,  with  copies  of  its  enclo-       -^  ,         a  i-         ii  ^       T\r     i         ii-  r       ii 

sures.  Ivaramat     A.I1,     the     present     iVlutwaili     ol     the 

Imambarah    at    Hooghly. 

2.  The  applicant,  it  will  be  seen,  has  held  the  office  of  Mutvvalli 
for  a  period  of  37  years,  and  conducted  his  duties  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  his  superiors.  He  has  always  borne  a  good  character^ 
and  appears  to  be  now  incapacitated  by  old  age  for  further  active 
service.  The  Local  Agents  and  the  Board  of  Revenue  recommend  him 
a  pension  of  Rs.  3,775  per  annum,  equal  to  a  moiety  of  his  average 
salary  for  the  last  ten  years,  payable  from  the  surplus  revenue  of  the 
four-ninths  share  of  the  Mahomed  Mohsin  Eudowment  Fund,  and  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  in  considei'ation  of  the  excellent  services  rendered 
by  this  old  and  faithful  servant  of  the  State  in  his  capacity  of 
Mutwalli     has    sanctioned    the    proposal. 

3.  As,  however,  vSyud  Karamat  Ali  considers  himself  entitled  to 
a  pension  equal  to  the  full  amount  of  his  salary,  on  the  ground  not 
only  of  his  service  of  37  years,  but  also  on  account  of  his  previous 
political  services  in  Persia  and  at  Cabul  (as  detailed  in  his  letter  of 
the  19tli  December  1874  to  the  Local  Agents),  and  as  these  latter 
services  were  rendei'ed  to  the  Government  of  India,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  has  confined  his  action  to  granting  the  above  pension  of 
Rs.  3,775  per  annum  to  the  applicant  for  his  services  as  Mutwalli  ; 
but  considering  that  he  has  special  claims  on  Govei'nment  for  iiis 
services  prior  to  his  appointment  to  the  charge  of  the  Imambarah, 
His  Honour  would  recommend  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor-General 
in  Council  may  be  pleased  to  sanction  a  further  grant  to  him  from 
General  Revenues,  which  would  bring  up  the  amount  of  his  pension  to 
Rs.    5,000   per   annum. 
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Revenue  Departmeni. 
Land  Revenue. 


No.   712. 


From 


To 


H.  J.  S.   Cotton,  Esq., 

Acting   Junior    Secretary  to  the    Government    of    Bengal, 

The    Offg.     Secretary    to     the     Board    of     Revenue     in    the    Land 
Revenue    Department. 

Calcutta,    the    19th    March    1875. 

SiK, 

I  am  directed  to  return  herewith  the  applications  (submitted  with 
your  letter  No.  136A,  dated  the  loth  IMarch  1875)  of  Syud  Zainuddin 
and  Aga  Mahomed  Takee  Sherazee  for  the  post  of  Mutwallee  of  the 
Hooghly  Imambarah,  and  to  beg  that  they  may  be  considered  with 
your  reply  to  my  letter  No.  701  of  the  18th  instant  regarding  the 
grant  of  a  pension  to  the  present  Mutwalli  Syud  Keramat  Ally  and 
the   appointment    of   a    successor. 

I  have    the  honour    to    be. 
Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  H.  J.  S.  COTTON, 
Acting   Junior    Secretary    to   the    Government    of    Bengal. 


Endorsement    No.    749,     dated    24th     March    1875,    from    the  Govern- 
ment   of    Bengal    to   the    Hoard    of     Revenue    forwarding   for   consideration 

and  report  by   the  Member-in-charge    in  continua- 
"  An    English    translation    is     fjon    of  Government  Order   No.     712,    dated  l!)th 

enclosed    witli     letter     No.    121.,  ^  .  .    .      jj      . 

dated  utli  April  1875,  from  tlie     March     1875,     a    Persian     ])etition       in     original 

Coniniissioner  of    Burdwan   to  the  j-  i.i  •    j.  j.         r  ^ 

Board  of  Revenue.  rogarduig     tlio    appointment     ot     a    successor     to 

Syed  Keramat  Ali,    ilutwalli    of    the    Imambarah, 

from     tlie   Moghol    Shia    Community    of   Calcutta. 
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The   Hon'ble   Sir    Richard   Temple,  ."k.c.s.i., 

Lieutenant-Governor     of   Bengal,    etc. 

Hon'ble  Sir, 

Being  given  to  understand  that  the  place  of  JMutwalli,  Hooghly 
Imambai'a,  has  fallen  vacant,  most  respectfully  do  I  beg  to  offer  my 
services    as    a   candidate    for    the    same. 

As  respects  my  antecedents  and  qualifications  f  beg  to  refer  your 
Honour  to  the  statements  made  by  Moulvi  Syed  Karamat  Ali.  late  Mut- 
walli.  Hooghly  Imambara,  with  regard  to  my  nol)le  parentage  at  Tehran  in 
Persia  and  their  final  settlements  in  this  country  on  the  occasion  of 
my  having  been  appointed  as  one  of  the  three  managers  to  look  after 
the  Sayudpur  trust  property,  Hooghly  Tmambarah.  This,  I  Ijelieve,  will 
give  Your  Honour  every  satisfaction  as  to  those  points.  That  I 
further  beg  to  add  that  my  late  respected  father  had  been  the 
Mutwalli  of  the  Imambara  at  Chinsurah  supported  by  a  small  Zamin- 
dari  in  the  district  of  Hooghly  for  a  period  of  40  years.  That  after  his 
demise  I  discharged  the  functions  of  the  trust  devolved  on  me,  for 
about  2-4  j-ears  with  great  integrity  and  faitlifullj-.  That  I  have  at 
present  made  over  the  trust  to  my  eldest  son  and  that  my  long 
residence  at  this  place  has  given  me  ample  opportunities  of  acquain- 
ting  myself    with    the    affairs    of    the    Hooghly    Imambarah. 

Under  such  circumstances,  should  it  please  Your  Honour  to  confer 
on  me  the  post  of  Mutwalli,  Hooghly  Imambarah,  I  shall  afford  every 
satisfaction  through  the  local  authorities  and  in  return,  I  need  not  say, 
I    will    be    highly   grateful. 

I    beg    to  remain, 
Honourable  Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    and    humble    servant. 


(Sd.)   AGA   ABBAS   TEHRANEE. 


Chixsura, 
27th    March    1875. 


Xo.   798. 


Forwarded  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  Land 
Revenue  Department,  in  continuation  of  this  office  No.  749,  dated  the 
24th   March    1875. 

Ijv    order    of    the    Lieutenant-Governor    of    Bengal, 

(5d.)    Illegible. 
Acting    Junior    Secretary    to   the  Government    of   Bengal. 

Revenue    Department, 

Calcutta, 
The    31st    of   March    1875. 
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No.    20!)  A.,  dated.    Fori    William,    tho  8tli    April    1H75. 

From — J.    C!kiigiiegan,    Esq.,     Offg.     Secretary    to    the     Board     of 
Kevenue,   L.  P., 

To — The     Secretary     to     the     Government    of     Bengal,      Revenue 
Department. 

In  reply  to  your  office  letter  No.  238.  dated  oOtli  January  1875, 
and  with  reference  to  previous  connected  correspondence,  I  am  directed 
to  forward  for  the  consideration  and  ordei-s  of  His  Honour  the  Lieute- 
nant-Governor, the  accompanying  copy  of  a  letter  No.  1178,  dated 
23rd  ultimo,  from  the  Commissioner  of  Burdwan,  with  its  enclosures, 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Judge  of  Hooghly  has 
rejected  the  application  made  on  the  part  of  Government  for  the 
appointment  of  Mirza  Wahid  Ali  as  a  member  of  the  Committee 
under    Act    XX    of    1863    at    Hooghly  in  the  place    of   Kasim  Ali  deceased. 

2.  It  is  not  for  the  Member  in  charge  to  criticise  the  decision 
of  the  Civil  Judge,  and  it  must,  Mr.  Schalch  presumes,  be  accepted. 
If  this  be  so,  it  appears  to  follow  that  no  committee  has  ever  been 
appointed,  for  there  never  was  (and  indeed  nev(^r  could  be)  a  man  of 
the  name  of  Kapur  Ali,  and  three  is  the  minimum  number  of  which 
a  committee  under  the  Act  can  consist.  If,  therefore,  one  of  the 
thr-ee  appointed  was  an  impossible  nonentity,  no  committee  has  been 
constituted. 

3.  Under  this  view  the  Member  in  charge  was  about  to  jn'opose 
that  a  committee  should  now  be  appointed  de  novo,  consisting  of 
Munshi  Amir  Ali,  Agha  Abbas  Tehrani,  and  Mirza  Wahid  Ali,  But 
with  your  office  endorsement  No.  798,  dated  31st  ultimo,  was  received 
an  application  from  Agha  Abbas  oftering  himself  as  a  candidate  for 
the  post  of  agent  of  the  Imambara.  The  combination  in  one  person 
of  the  functions  of  meml)er  of  a  committee  under  Act  XX  of  1863, 
and  of  manager  or  superintendent  of  any  religious  establishment  for 
which  such  committee  shall  have  been  appointed,  is  strictly  forbidden 
by  section  11  of  the  Act.  In  the  spirit  of  that  section  it  appears  to 
the  Member  in  charge  doubtful  whether  a  candidate  for  the  office  of 
suDerintendent  should  be  nominated  to  a  committee.  I  am,  therefore, 
to   refer    the    matter    for   the    orders    of   Government. 

4.  I  am  to  take  this  opportunity  to  point  out  that  when  once 
a  committee  is  constituted,  it  will  be  for  such  committee  to  appoint 
a  successor  on  the  occurrence  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  superin- 
tendent. This  is  evident  if  section  7,  Act  XX  of  1863,  be  read 
together    with    sections    13    and    14,    Regulation    XIX    of    1810. 
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No.    1178,    (lati>(l    Bunlwan,    tho    23r(i    Mareli    IS?'). 

P'roni — C     T.     Hcckland,     Esq.,     (JonmiissioiKM-    of     the     I>urdwaii 

Division, 
To — The    Secretary    to    the    Hoard    o[    Revenue,    Lower    Provinces 

With  reference  to  the  orders  of  Government  forwarded  with  your 
No.  l)7A..  dated  8th  February,  T  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  the 
information  of  the  Board  of  Revenue,  copy  oi  a  letter  No.  8.o.o  of  the 
■4th  instant  and  of  its  enclosure,  from  the  Collector  of  Hooghly,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Govervment  Pleader's  application  to 
the  Judge  of  the  district  for  the  appointment,  of  Mirza  Wahid  AH  as 
a  member  of  the  Committee  for  the  management  of  the  Syedpur  Trust 
Estate,    has    been    refused. 

2.  As  the  application  to  the  Court  has  failed,  I  request  that  you 
will  inform  me  what  course  the  Board  of  Revenue  would  now  propose 
to   adopt. 


No.   855,   dated,    Hooghly,    the   4th   March    1875. 
From — A.    Wkekes,    Esq.,    Officiating   Collector    of    Hooghly, 
To — The    Commissioner    of   the    Burdwan  Division. 

Jn  reply  to  your  No.  1)82  of  the  16th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honour 
f,o  state  that  the  .Judge  has  found  that  he  has  no  jurisdiction  to  fill 
up  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Mirza  Kasim  Ali.  as  he  was 
not  one  of  the  committee  appointed  by  Government  by  a  notification 
in  the  official  Gazette.  A  copy  of  the  Judge's  decision  is  herewith 
forwarded. 

2.  It  would  seem  that  as  ]\Iirza  Kasim  Ali  was  not  gazetted, 
and  that  as  there  was  no  such  man  as  Mirza  Kapur  Ali,  the  minimum 
number  of  members  allowed  under  section  7  of  Act  XX  of  1863,  was 
not  appointed,  and  the  Government  can.  under  such  circumstances, 
appoint  a  third  meml)er  the  provisions  of  i^ection  10  not  being  appli- 
cable   yet. 


Decision    of    H.    T.    Prinset,    Esq.,   Judge   ok    Hooghi.y. 

Dated    Hooghly,    the    26th    February    1875. 

By  a  notification  dated  29th  July  1871,  and  published  in  tiie 
Calcutta  Gazette  of  2nd  August  1871,  t-he  Lieutenant-Governor  under 
sections  7  and  8,  Act  XX  of  1863,  appointed  the  following  gentlemen 
to  be  members  of  a  Committee  of  Trustees  to  that  portion  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  Syedpur  estate  which  has  been  appropriated  to  religious 
uses  : — 

1  Munshi    Amir    Ali,    Khan    Bahadur, 

2  Mirza    Kapur    Ali, 

3  Agha    Abbas    Tehrani. 
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AppliCcitioii      is     now     made     to     tliis    court    to    appoint    a    niumber    to 
fill    tho   vacancy    caused    by    the    death    oi'    Kasim    Ali,    and    it    is    stated 
that    the    name    of   Mirza    Kapur    Ali,    which    appears    in    the     notiiication, 
in     th(>     Government     Gazette,     is    a    misprint    lor    Kasim    Ali.        Whether 
tliis    was    a    misprint    or    not     I     am     not    competent     to     decide.       I    am 
bound    to   take    the    Government    Gazette    as    it  stands  uncorrected.       The 
law    requires    tiiat    the    appointment    of   the    connnittee      shall      be     notified 
in    the    official    Gazette,    and    I    cannot    on    a    motion    now    made    about    3^ 
years     after     the    publication    of    that    notihcatioii,    accept    any    explanation 
that    there    was    a    nn'sprint,    and    act    upon    such    a    representation    to     fill 
up    an    appointment    wliicli    has    never    really    been     made     by    notification 
in    tile    official     (Tazette,        Under     these     circumstances.    I    am    of    opinion 
that    1    liave    no   jurisdiction    to   till    up    tiie    vacancy     which    has    occurred 
by     the     death     of     Kasim     Ali     since     Kasim    Ali     was    not    one    of   the 
Committee    appointed    by    Government    notification    in    the    official    Gazette. 
In    explanation    of   the    proceedings    taken     in     this    matter     I     would 
state   that    this    point    was   not    prominently    brought    to   the  notice  of  this 
court    until    very    recently.        Application    refused. 
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No.    12T. 

From 

C.   T.    HucKLANU,    Esq., 

('omniis^iioner,    Burdwan    Division, 

To 

The    Secretary   to   the    Board    of    Revenue,    L.    P., 

The    14th    April    1875. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  return  tiie  petition  received  with  your 
No.  139A.,  of  the  2i)th  ultimo  with  a  translation  of  it  which  has  been 
made  in  this  office  and  to  observe  that  I  do  not  feel  myself  compe- 
tent to  ofter  an  opinion  on  the  vague  objections  which  are  raised  by 
the  petitioners  regarding  the  rights  of  the  Shea  sect  of  ]\Iahomedans, 
nor  do  I  suppose  that  the  Government  would  wish  that  the  Mutwallee 
of  the  Hooghly  Emambarah  should  be  called  on  for  an  explanation 
seeing  that  the  petitioners  state  that  they  have  for  so  many  years 
acquiesced  in  his  proceedings  on  tha  ground  that  he  is  a  most 
learned  and  well-qualified  man,  and  has  performed  liis  duties  honestly 
and   faithfully. 

2.  It  is  beyond  my  province  to  offer  any  remarks  on  the  imputa- 
tions cast  upon  the  Government  bj'  the  petitioners  in  regard  to  the 
general  management  of  the  Endowment.  The  petitioners  are  not 
known  to  me  personally  and  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  they 
represent    the    feelings    of   any    large    or   local    body   of   Mahomedans. 

I    have    the    honour   to   be, 
Sir, 
Your    most   obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)   C.    T.    BUCKLAND, 

Commissioner. 


Translation    of    the    Persian    petition. 

The  humble  petition  of  the  Mogul  ryots  of  the  Shiah  sect  of 
Calcutta,   sheweth  : — 

That  Hajee  Mohamed  Mohsin  (blessing  of  God  be  upon  him)  of 
Hooghly  belonged  to  the  Shea  creed.  He  made  a  waqf  of  hia 
Zemindarees  and  properties  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Imambarah, 
the  cemetery,  etc.,  and  for  the  welfare  of  his  co-religionists.  Soon 
after  his  death  his  Mutwallees  and  officers  began  to  act  partially 
contrary  to  the  deed  of  waqf  and  afterwards  the  Mutwallees  that 
were  appointed  one  after  another  followed  the  same  track  and  deviated 
more    and    more    from  the    will    of    the    donor,    so   that     the    rights    of    vhe 
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Shiahs  were  by  and  by  entirely  lost  sight  of,  and  the  services  of  the 
■  teachers,  professors  and  other  officials  of  the  Sliiah  faith  were  dis- 
pensed with.  In  this  way  a  great  confusion  with  regard  to  the 
real  object  of  the  donor  arose  on  account  of  t^e  Mutwallees.  Even 
the  Government  that  took  upon  itself  the  charge  of  the  Ti-ust  Estate 
[n  order  to  supervise  and  protect  the  propcn-ties  and  promote  its 
welfare  did  not  sift  into  the  essential  meaning  conveyed  in  tlie 
Tauliyatnamah.  Although  the  present  Mutwallee  has  erected  many 
grand  edifices  and  adorned  the  Imambarah  with  many  crystal  and  other 
good  furniture,  he  has  however,  nevca-  considered  about  the  rights  of 
the  Shiahs  nor  has  he  acted  in  accordance  with  the  will  and  inten- 
tion of  the  doner.  As  he  was  a  most  learned  and  well-qualified 
man,  performed  his  duties  honestly  and  faithfully,  and  protected  the 
properties  of  the  waqf  with  much  care,  we  the  Shiah  Moguls  hither- 
to raised  no  objection  to  his  acts  although  they  were  done  against 
the  will  of  the  donor  and  were  detrimental  to  the  interests  and 
rights  of  the  Shiahs.  It  now  appears  that  the  Mutwallee  Saheb  is 
disposed  to  retire  from  his  post  and  w^ishes  to  appoint  a  person  in 
his  place,  and  that  some  applications  for  the  post  have  been  received 
bj'  Government  and  are  about  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  We, 
the  Moguls  of  the  Shiah  persuasion,  therefore,  beg  to  bring  to  the 
noiice  of  the  Government  that  from  the  beginning  up  to  the  present 
date  which  is  a  long  time,  everything  has  all  along  been  done 
contrary  to  the  Tauliyatnamah  and  the  purpose  of  the  donor,  and  to 
the  injury  of  the  Shiahs,  and  that  the  rights  of  the  servants, 
dependants  and  the  noble  co-religionists  of  the  donor  have  been  dis- 
regarded. It  was  not  expected  from  the  Government  that  the  share 
of  a  special  class  should  be  allowed  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  people  of 
other  classes.  It  would  be  an  intrusion  upon  the  time  of  Govern- 
ment to  enter  into  a  detail  of  all  the  acts  that  have  Ijeen  done 
contrary  to   the   provisions    of   the    Tauliyatnamah. 

As     the     question     about    the    appoinment    of  a    Mutwalli    or    a    Naib 

Mutwalli     or     an    agent   on    his    part    is   going   to    be    decided,    it    is     the 

solicitation    of   the    Shiah    ryots    (the   petitioners)    that    such     appointment 

of   a    Mutwalli    or    a    Naib    Mutwalli    may    not     be     made     only     with    the 

consent    of    the    present    Mutwallee    or   in    compliance     with     the     request 

of   the    applicants,   the    object    of   the   latter  being  to   attain   to  their    own 

wishes,    but   that    as    a    rule    the    Shiah   Mogouls     may     be     consulted     on 

this    matter    that    they    may    consider    with   much   care    the    claims    of   the 

several    applicants,    and    having   selected    two   persons   from    amongst  them 

or    other    qualified   persons    may    report    to    the    Government,    that    all    the 

works,    expenses    etc.,    may    be    managed    by   four    respectable    Moguls    and 

the     present     Mutwalli     Saheb     who    may    be    made    to   act     as     trustees, 

the    chief   favour    of  the     Government     being     to    supervise     and     protect 

the     Estate,     and     that     if    at   present    in    the    opinion    of   the    Shiahs    no 

one    appears    to    be   qualified    for     the     post,     an     advertisement     may     be 

issued     that     other     candidates     may     forward     their   applications    for    the 

post.     In    forwarding   this    petition     we     the     petitioners     have     not     been 

actuated     by     any     selfish     mctive     or    a  hope    of   deriving   any    assistance 

benefit    from    the    Trust    Estate    nor    do    we  entertain     any     future     hopes 
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for  ourselves.  But  as  it  is  a  religious  matter  and  as  the  welfare  of 
the  whole  sect  of  the  Shiahs  is  concerned  in  it  we  are  bound  to 
forward  this  petition  praying  justice  from  Government.  Although  this 
petition  has  been  signed  by  a  few  of  the  Moguls,  it  has  been  drawn 
up  with  the  consent  of  all  the  Moguls  and  of  all  the  people  of  the 
Shiah    creed.       Dated  the   20th    March    1875. 

Signatures  : — 

1.  Abul    Kasem   Kashanee. 

2.  Shaikh    Mohammad   Jilani. 

3.  ^lirza  Abdul    Karim    Shii-azee. 

4.  Syud    Saduq    Shostari. 

5.  Mirza    Amed  Khorasani. 

6.  Hajee  Mohamed    Ishpahanee. 

7.  Aga    Mehdi    Shirazi. 

8.  Syed    Ahmad    Behboni. 

9.  Aga    Mohamed    AH    Shirazi. 

10.     Mir    Mohamed    Kazem   Jowharee. 
,  11.     Syud   Abdool    Rasool    Ishpahanee. 
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No.    979,    dated    Oalcutta,    the    20tli    April    1875. 

From — The    Officiating    Secretary    to   the   Government    of    Bengal, 
Revenue    Department, 

To — The   Officiating  Secretary    to   the    IJoartl    of    Revenue     in     the 
Laud    Revenue    Department. 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  209A.  of  the  8th  instant,  with  enclosures  reporting  the  decision 
of  the  .ludge  of  Hooghly  regarding  the  appointment  of  ^lirza  Wahid 
Ali  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  for  the  management  of  the  '  Sjmd- 
pore   Trust    Estate. 

2.  In  reply,  I  am  to  say  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  concurs 
with  the  Member  in  charge  in  thinking  that  the  practical  effect  of  the 
decision  of  the  Judge  is  to  declare  that  no  committee  was  ever  cons- 
tituted and  that  it  is  consequently  open  to  Government  now  to  appoint 
a  committee.  It  however,  appears  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  undesir- 
able to  limit  the  number  of  the  committee  to  three  individuals 
which  is  the  minimum  allowed  in  section  7  of  Act  XX  of  1863,  and 
the  Member  in  charge  is,  therefore,  requested  to  submit,  for  the 
orders  of  Government  the  names  of  five  gentlemen  properly  qualified 
to   be    members    of    the    committee. 

3.  As  section  11  of  the  Act  strictly  prohibits  a  member  of  the 
Committee  holding  the  office  of  manager,  it  should  be  ascertained  from 
Agha  Abbas  Tehirani  whether  he  is  willing  to  be  nominated  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee,  on  the  understanding  that  in  the  event  of 
his  being  appointed  by  Government  as  a '  member  of  the  committee 
he    will    not    be    eligible    for    appointment    as    manager. 

4.  I  am  also  to  request  an  early  reply  to  paragraph  2  of 
Government    order  No.    701    of   the    18th    March    187.5. 
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No.  89. 

From 

C.    T.    BucKLANU,    Esq  , 

Commissioner    of   the    Burdwan    Division, 


To 


The    Secretary    to    the    Board    of    Revenue,    L.    P. 

Dated    the    6th    May     1875. 


Sir, 


With  reference  to  your  No  127,  dated  22nd  March  and  your 
No.  187.  dated  20th  April.  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Board  copy  of  a  letter  No.  43,  dated  29th  ultimo 
with    its    enclosures    in    original,    from   the    Local    Agents    for    Hooghly. 

2.  On  the  receipt  of  the  orders  of  the  22nd  March.  I  requested 
the  Local  Agents  for  Hooghly  to  institute  inquiries  as  to  the  qualifica- 
tions and  antecedents  of  eacli  of  the  candidates  named  in  those  orders, 
and  to  ascertain  and  report  how  far  each  applicant  would  be  accept- 
able   to   the    present    Mutwalli,    ]\Ioulvi   Karamut    Ali   as    his    successor. 

'6.  The  report  submitted  by  Mr.  AVeekes,  in  the  absence  of  the 
other  Local  Agent.  Mr.  Meres,  gives  the  information  which  he  has  been 
able  to  obtain  regarding  the  several  candidates  and  also  expresses  the 
opinion  of  the  Mutwalli  regarding  them,  in  which  it  will  been  seen 
that  the  Mutwalli  is  strongly  in  favour  of  Ashrafuddin,  the  son  of 
Moonshee    Ameer    Ali. 

4.  I  had  been  fully  prepared  to  give  such  support  as  my  recom- 
mendation might  carry  to  Ashrafuddin,  who  seemed  to  me  to  have 
several  important  qualifications  for  the  appointment,  in  spite  of  his 
comparative  youth  :  but  1  am  taken  by  surprise  at  finding  that  he  has 
only  lately  become  a  Sliiah  and  that  his  father,  Munshee  Ameer  Ali  and 
his  brothers  are  stiU  Soonnies.  I  fear  that  this  must  be  deemed  an  in- 
superable obstacle  to  his  appointment. 

5.  Of  the  other  candidates  I  think  that  Syed  Zainuddin  Hosain 
is  the  most  eligible.  He  was  for  a  short  time  Mutwalli  before  the 
appointment  of  Moulvi  Karamut  Ali.  He  is  a  tried  servant  of  Govern- 
ment, and  although  he  is  sixty  years  of  age,  he  still  looks  strong  and 
vigorous.  Moulvi  Keramut  Ali  remarks  upon  him  that  he  is  a  most  able 
and  experienced  man  and  fit  for  the  post  of  ^lutwalli  of  this  Imambara. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  appointment  of  Syed  Zainuddin  Hosain  is 
desirable  and  unobjectionable. 

1   hav(^  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient    servant, 

(Sd)  C.  T.  BUCKLAND, 

Commissioner. 


455 


From 


To 


No.  43. 

The  Local  Agent,  Hooglily, 

The  Ooiumissioner  of  the  Burdwan  Division. 

Dated.   Hooghly,  the  29th  April   187.5. 


SiK, 


On  receipt  of  your  No.  651  of  81st  March  the  Local  Agents 
requested,  of  the  applicants  named,  the  favour  of  a  personal  interview 
at  Hooghly,  on  various  dates  from  the  18th  to  the  22nd  instant  :  and 
also  ask  the  Mutwalli  to  report  how  far  each  applicant  would  be  accept- 
able to  him.     I  also  made  such  enquires  as  I  could. 

2.     I  beg  to  return  the  applications  herewith  as  directed. 

8.  The  Local  Agents  received  no  answer  at  all  from  Nawab  Falakud- 
dowla  and  the  Hon'ble  Nawab  Syed  Asghar  Ali  wrote  to  say  he  was 
unable  to  come  to  Hooghly,  all  the  other  applicants  came  as  requested. 
I  proceed  to  notice,  jn  the  order  in  which  they  stand,  their  antece- 
dents   and    qualifications    so    far   as    I    am    informed    and    can  judge. 

4.  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed,  son  of  Munshi  Amir  Ali,  is  quite  a  young 
man,  too  young  in  my  opinion  for  the  post  of  Mutwalli.  He  is  fresh 
from  school  and  without  experience  of  business,  though  his  father  says 
he  has  superintended  the  management  of  some  of  his  property.  He 
knows  English  and  Persian,  and  says  he  is  fond  of  books,  and  the 
Mutwalli  who  bequeaths  to  the  Emambarah  a  large  library  which  he  has 
collected  at  his  own  expense,  a  catalogue  of  which  he  has  lately  for- 
warded with  a  letter  mentioning  Ashrafuddin,  seems  to  me  to  take  to 
Ashrafuddin  on  that  account  among  others.  I  consider  Ashrafuddin  a 
promising  young  man.  He  is  gentlemanly  in  manner  ;  and  there  is 
hope  that  he  will  grow  up  as  able  and  loyal  as  his  father  in  which  case 
he  would  probably  be  a  worthy  successor  even  of  the  present  Mutwalli. 
He  was  a  student  of  the  Calcutta  Madrasa  and  of  Doveton  College.  But 
Moulvi  Amir  Ali  was  and  all  his  family  are  still,  I  believe  Sunnis  and 
this  son  has  only  turned  Shiah.  I  hear,  lately  Munshi  Amir  All's 
other  two  sons  are  still  Sunis.  This.  I  think,  is  an  insuperable  obstacle 
to  the  appointment  of  Ashrafuddin  to  the  post  as  it  is  a  strictly  Shiah 
endowment.     The    Mutwalli    must    be    a    Shia. 

5.  Hon'ble  Nawab  Syed  Ashgliur  AH  belongs  to  the  family  of 
Nawab  Mahomed  Reza  Khan  Bahadur  of  Chitpore,  was  educated  at  the 
Nizamut  College,  Murshidabad,  in  1862,  obtained  a  Sunud  to  adopt  the 
title  of  Nawab.  In  the  beginning  of  1866  he  went  to  England,  where 
he  stayed  6  or  7  years.  He  studied  for  the  Bar  and  was  eventually 
called.  He  returned  to  India  about  two  years  ago,  and  was  made  an 
Honorary  Magistrate  and  sits  occasionally  on  the  Bench.  He  does  not 
practise.       His    income   is    about    Rs.    1,400    a   month. 
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6.  Nawab  Falakuddowlah  is  son  of  the  late  Unjuinanddowlali  of 
Lucknow.  who  held  a  high  position  under  the  ex-King  of  Oudh.  Fala- 
kuddowlah came  to  Calcutta  in  1856,  as  a  lad,  and  on  the  death  of 
his  father  succeeded  him  in  the  charge  of  the  Chundoo  Khanah,  an 
office  he  still  holds.  The  pay  of  the  office  is  only  Rs.  50  per  mensem, 
but  a  small  jaghir  made  over  to  his  father  by  the  ex-King  brings  him 
in  about  Rs.  200  a  month.  He  knows  Persian,  Urdu,  and  a  little 
English.  I  should  not  go  to  Garden  Reach  for  a  good  manager  of  pro- 
perty. 

7.  Syed  Ashrut  Ali  was  once  Sarishtadar  for  two  years  of  the 
Judge's  Court  at  Purneah.  After  that  for  35  years  he  practised  with 
success  as  a  Pleader  at  Bhagulpur  from  11th  March  1841.  He  is  an 
Honoi-arj-  Magistrate  and  Municipal  Commissioner,  and,  I  Ijelieve,  a  good 
man    of   business    and    respected.     His    age    is    58. 

8.  Sj'ed  Zainuddin  was  Acting  Mutwalli  of  this  very  Imambarah 
for  10  months  before  the  present  Mutwalli  was  appointed.  He  says  ho 
had  the  support  of  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Revenue,  but 
that  the  Senior  Member  supported  Syed  Keramat  Ali.  He  has  since 
been  a  Deputy  Magistrate  from  1838.  Though  60  years  of  age  he  still 
looks    strong   and    vig-orous. 

9.  Agha  Mohamed  Taki  Shirazi  is  a  Persian  by  race.  He  at 
present  resides  at  Benares,  is  a  mei-chant,  and  trades  between  his  native 
country  and  India.  He  was  educated  at  the  Beneras  College  (Jojniai'a- 
yan's)  and  knows  Persian  as  his  native  tongue,  a  little  Arabic  and 
also  speaks  English  very  w^ell.  He  is  38  years  of  age,  and  seems  an 
enlightened  and  intelligent  man  and  has  most  probably  good  business 
qualifications.  He  is,  I  believe,  well  connected  and  would  have  the 
confidence  of  the  Shiah  sect,  which  no  Sunni  could  ever  possess.  He 
is  of  the  same  race  as  the  founder,  a  Persian,  and  would  not  bring 
to  the  office  the  generally  narrow  bigoted  semi-Hindooized  spirit  of  the 
Mahomedans    of   this    Peninsula. 

10-  The  present  Mutwalli  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  very  old  and 
infirm  and  should  soon  be  relieved  as  he  desires  to  be.  He  seems  to 
have  got  his  choice  soley  on  Ashrafuddin.  He  says  "  I  selected  him 
simply  because  at  the  time  of  nominating  him  I  found  none  better 
qualified  for  the  office.  Owing  to  my  frequent  interviews  with  his  father, 
Munshee  Amir  Ali  Khan  Bahadur  both  in  Hooghly  and  Calcutta  since 
my  arrival  here,  I  have  had  ample  opportunities  to  judge  of  the  merits 
and  capacities  of  the  said  Ashrafuddin  whom  I  found  from  his  very 
infancy  to  be  an  intelligent,  frugal  and  svell  behaved  young  gentleman 
of  good  moral  character  and  of  Mahomedan  appearance,  and  though  I 
do  not  prefer  him  in  point  of  ability  and  experience,  yet  being  a  j'oung 
and  active  man,  I  believe  he  will  administer  well  and  try  to  keep  up 
the  dignity  of  the  Emamharah  which  for  tlie  last  37  years  I  have  helped 
to  create  with  the  service  of  my  mind  and  body,  and  will  likewise  take 
care  of  the  library  I  have  attached  to  it.  The  business  of  the  Emam- 
barah  being  clearly  set  forth  and  perfectly  arranged  by  me  in  a  syste- 
matic   form,    it     will    be    quite    easy    for    him    to    get    mastery    of   them 
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within  a  very  short  time,  and  shoiihl  lie  still  come  to  any  difficult}', 
his  father  who  understands  the  business  of  this  Pjinambarah  too  well 
and  is  yet  healthy  and  strong,  well  help  him  out  and  guith'  liini  in 
his    future    dealings    with    the    Eniaiubara    affairs. 

As  for  Maulvi  Zainmklin  Hossain  I  do  not  hesitate  to  confess  that 
he  is  a  most  able  and  experienced  man  and  Ht  lor  tlie  post  of  the 
Mutwalli  of  tliis  Eniand)arah.  but  as  at  the  time  of  nominating  my  suc- 
cessor, he  was  on  duty  I  could  not  even  form  idea  of  his  giving  up 
his  post  for  the  office  of  the  Mutwalli.  I  must  remark  here  also  that 
the  only  thing  that  goes  somewhat  against  him,  is  his  age,  which  i^ 
now  upwards  of  sixty  years,  and  will  soon  entitle  him  to  a  pension 
like    me. 

Honourable  Nawab  tSyed  Ashghur  Ali  is  of  course  a  very  great  and 
rich  man,  but  I  had  not  the  honour  of  knowing  him  before,  nor  I  am 
fully  acquainted  with  all  his  merits  even  now  after  holding  interviews 
with    him   some    time    ago. 

As  for  the  other  candidates,  they  do  not  seem  to  me  tit  for  the 
post." 

11.  I  was  thinking,  the  disadvantages  of  the  son's  inexperience 
and  youth  could  be  remedied  with  the  help  of  the  father  Moonshi  Amir 
All's  expei'ience  and  ability  ;  but  if  he,  as  I  understand,  was  originally  a 
Sunni,  and  if  his  family  are  still  Sunis,  this  would  be  highly  objec- 
tionable and  might  led  to  innumerable  quan'els  and  much  ill-feeling,  if 
not  more  serious  complications.  The  Shias  would  ill  brook  the  slightest 
interference  of  one  connected  with  Sunnis  and  they  would  probably 
consider  Ashrafuddin  in  the  same  light.  This  is  what  I  apprehend,  but 
I  am  possibly  wrong  in  anticipating  any  such  prejudices,  especially  ae 
Munshi    Amir    Ali    is    very  well-known    and    bears    a    very    high    character, 

I  have,  etc., 

(Sd.)  A.  WEEKES, 

Local    Agent. 
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From 


To 


No.  8S. 

0      T.     IUl(-'Kl.ANI),     Ksg., 

CoMiniissioiicr    ui    Hurdwan, 

The    Secretary    to    the    Ijioverniueut    of    Bengal, 

Revenue    Department. 

The    IHth    May    1875. 


SrK. 


I  liave  the.  honour  to  submit  copy  of  a  letter  No.  86,  dated 
23rd  April,  from  the  Local  Agents,  Hooghly.  and  a  letter  in  original  from 
the  Mutawalli  of  the  Hooghly  Emambarah,  addressed  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  with  four  copies  of  the  manuscript  catalogue  of  the 
books    of    which    the    Mutawalli    has    made    a    gift     to    the    Emambai'ah. 

2.     I    recommend    that  tlie    otler    of    the    Mutawalli    may    be    accepted 
and    duly    acknowledged  ,by  Government. 

[    have    the    honour   to   be, 

Sir, 
Your   most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  C.  T.  BUCKLAND, 

Commissioner. 


No.  36. 
The    Local   Agent,    Hooghly, 

The    Commissioner    of    the    Burdwan    Division. 

Dated   Hooghly,    the   23rd    April    1875. 


From 
To 

SiK, 

With  his  letter  of  the  22nd  instant,  the  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara  has  sent  to  this  office  a  letter,  with  a  copy  of  the  catalogue 
of  the  library  he  has  made  a  waqf  of  to  the  Emambarah  addressed 
to  the  Secretary  to  his  Excellency  the  Viceroy  and  Govern or-Genei-al 
of  India,  and  also  four  more  copies  of  the  catalo^-ue,  one  copy  for 
yourself,  one  for  the  Board,  one  for  the  Government  of  Bengal  and 
the  fourth  for  the  Local  Agents.  The  Mutwalli  requests  that  the  letter 
and  the  copies  of  the  catalogue  may  be  sent  through  the  proper  channel 
to   the    address. 

2.  I  have  the  honour,  therefore,  to  send  herewith  the  letter  and 
four  copies  of  the  catalogue  and  to  beg  that  the  request  of  the  Mutwalli 
may   be    carried    out. 

I    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)  A.    WEEKES, 

Local    Agent. 

459 


460 


From 


To 


No.   135. 

C.   T.    BucKL.\Ni),    Esq.. 

Commissioner    of    Burdwan, 

The    Secretary   to  the    Board    of    Revenue.  L.  P..    Calcutta. 

The    28th    Mav    1875. 


Sir. 


With  reference  to  your  No.  225A.,  dated  10th  instant.  I  have 
the  honour  to  submit  copy  of  a  letter  No.  68  of  the  iSth  idem  from 
the  Local  Agent  of  Hooghly  reporting  that  Agha  Abbas  Teharini  desires 
to  stand  as  a  candidate  for  the  appointment  of  Mutwalli  of  the 
Hooghly  Emambarah  in  preference  to  his  nomination  as  a  Member  of  the 
Committee  of  Management  for  that  institution  under  the  provisions  of 
Act   XX   of   1863. 

2.     As    regards    the    qualifications     of    the    applicant    Agha    Abbas,     I 
regret    to   state    that    I    know    nothing. 

I    have   the   honour   to   be. 

Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  C.  T.  BUCKLAND, 

Commissioner. 


No.  68. 

From 

A.    Weekes,    Esq., 

Local    Agent.    Hooghly, 

To 

The    Commissioner    of   the    Burdwan    Division. 

Dated,    Hooghly,    the    18th   May    1875. 

Sir,  •  • 

With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  39  of  the  13th  instant,  forward- 
ing copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Officiating  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue  No.  225A.,  dated  the  10th  idem,  I  have  the  honour  to  report 
that  Agha  Abbas  Tehirani  prefers  to  stand  a  candidate  for  the  post  of 
Mutwalli  giving  up  the  appointment  of  the  member  of  the  Committee 
under   Act    XX   of   1863. 
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2.  The  Aglia  is  a  PtM-sian  Uy  race  and  otherwise  ciiialified  for  the 
post  of  tlie  Mutwalli.  but  appears  to  nie  rather  too  old,  though  I 
consider  the  successor  of  Syed  Keramat  Ali,  shouKI  he  rather  above 
than    under    middle    age. 

'J'he  Mutwalli  Syed  Keramat  Ali,  does  not  seem  to  be  widl  dis- 
posed to  the  Aglia  now,  though  in  1870,  he  wrote  favoural)ly  of  him 
and    recommended    him   for   the    post   of   member    of    the   Committee. 

I    have    the    honour    to    be, 

SiK, 

Your    most    obedient   servant, 

(Sd.)  A.  WEEKES, 

Local  Agent. 
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No.   1825. 

ForwardtHl  to  the  Board  of  Revenue.  Laml  Revenue  Department,  tor 
disposal  in  continuation  of  Government  order  No.  749,  dated  the  24th 
March  1875,  and  with  reference  to  .Mr.  (Jeoghegan's  hotter  No.  302A. 
dated  the  loth  May. 

Bj"  onhn-  of  tlie   Lieutenant-Governor  of   Bengal, 

(Sd.)  Illegible. 
Offg.   .Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal. 

Revenue  Department, 
Land   Revenue, 

Calcutta, 
The  31st  Mav  1875. 


To 


149,  Lower  Ghitpoke  Road, 
Calcutta, 
13th  May   1875. 

The    Hon'ble    Sir    Richaud    Temi'le,    k.c.s.l,      Lieutenant-Governor 
of  Bengal, 


Hon'ble  Sin, 

I  beg  most  respectfully  to  offer  myself  as  a  candidate  for  the 
post  of  Mutvvally  of  the  Hooghly  Imambarah,  »vhich  post  am  informed 
will  shortly  be  vacant  owing  to  the  resignation  of  the  present  occupant. 

With  Your  Honour's  favourable  permission  I  beg  to  state  my  humble 
position  in  the  Persian  society  of  Calcutta.  I  am  a  son  of  the  late  Agha 
Mir  Ekram  Ali.  and  son-in-law  of  Agha  Mirza  Mehdi  Meshkee  deceased 
both  of  whom  were  highly  and  well-known  respected  merchants  of  Calcutta 
and  I,  my  poor  self  am  a  known  member  of  the  Persian  community  of 
Calcutta,  and  have  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  Persian  and  Urdu 
languages  and  can  read  and  write  correctly  and  fluently  Persian,  Arabic 
and    Urdu. 

Further.  1  am  well  acquainted  with  the  metlKxi  of  conducting  the 
business  of  Emambarahs  and  can  perform  the  duties  of  Mutwalli 
honestly  and  satisfactorily  as  I  have  for  a  long  time  managed  and  con- 
ducted tbe  affairs  of  my  own  ancestral  Emambarah  (an  institution  with 
which  Your  Honour  doubtless  has  some  acquaintance  as  the  processions 
from    the    same  are   the  subject   of   great    interest   in    C!alcutta). 
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In  conclusion,  I  beg  most  i-espect fully  to  refer  Your  Honour  to  the 
following  gentlemen  who  have  expressed  their  willingness  to  certify  to 
my    al)ilities    and    character  (viz.)  : — 

The  Hon'ble  G.  C.  Paul  (Officiating  Advocate-General).  Thomas  A 
Apcar,  Esq.  (merchant  of  Calcutta)  and  Manockjee  Rustamjee,  Esq.^ 
(Persian  Consul,  Calcutta). 

Under  the  above  circumstances  I  beg  most  respectfully  to  commend 
my  application  to  Your  Honour's  favourable  and  kind  consideration  and  to 
have  assured  Your  Honour  that  in  the  event  of  my  l)eing  appointed  to 
the  vacant  post,  I  shall  use  my  very  best  endeavours  to  do  my  duty 
and  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  with  care,  attention  and  in  a 
satisfactory    manner. 

I    have    the  honour    to    l)e, 
Hon'ble'  Sir, 
Your    most    obedient  servant, 

(Sd.)  AGA  MEER  XAWAI5. 
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OoyKKNMKNT     OF  .  liENGAh. 

Rovenuo  Department. 
3l8t  May  1875. 
No.  1326. 

To 

The    Secretary    to   the    Government    of    India, 
:  Departments    of    Revenue,    Agriculture    and    Commerce. 

Sib, 

I    am   directed    to    submit    for  the    favourable     consideration     and 
oi-dei's    of    His   Excellency   the    Governor-General   in    Council,    the    accom- 
panying  copy   of   a     letter*    from    the     Commis- 

"  Firfe  foregoing  correspondence.         .  n      -r.        i  -.^i  i  .  -i 

sioner     or     Burdwan,     with   enclosures,    together 

t  Dated  22n,iAprili  875.  ^-^^^    ^^^   letterf  in  original  therein    referred  to, 

from  Saiyid  Keramut  AH,  the  present  ^lutwallee  of  the  Imambarah  at 
Hooghly,  to  the  address  of  the  Government  of  India,  in  which  the 
Mutwallee  intimates  his  wish  to  give  to  the  Imambarah  a  valuable 
library,    a    catalogue    of    which    he  has  forwai-ded    with    the    letter. 

2.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  would  support  the  Commissioner's 
recommendation  that  the  Mutwallee's  ofter  should  be  accepted  and 
suitably  acknowledged  by  Government.  It  also  appears  to  His  Honour 
that  the  Mutwallee  might  projierly  receive  an  assurance  that  his  wishes 
will  be  strictly  attended  to  as  regards  the  custody  of  the  books  which 
he    has    so    liberally   presented    to   the    Imambarah. 

As  regards  the  appointment  of  a  successor  to  Syud  Keramut  Ali 
I  am  to  say  that  the  Syud's  nomination  of  the  son  of  Moonshee 
Ameer  Ali,  Khan  Bahadur,  has  been  referred  to  the  l)oard  of  Revenue 
for  consideration  and  report  with  instructions  that  full  weiglit  should 
be   given    to   the   Mutwallee's    recommendation. 

4.  With  respect  to  paragraph  2  of  the  Mutwallee's  present  letter 
1  am  to  explain  that  the  okl  library  of  the  Imambarah  has  been 
removed  to  the  Hooghly  College  only  for  better  custody  and  preserv- 
ation, and  that  what  is  spoken  of  as  the  ^-caking  up  of  the  college 
and  the  distribution  of  the  funds  for  other  objects  is  in  fact  only  an 
appropriation  of  a  part  of  the  surplus  funds  of  the  Syudpore  Trust 
Estate  to  general  purposes  of  !Muhamniadan  Education  under  a  scheme 
which  had  received  the  previous  assent  of  the  Gov'ernment  of  India 
in   the    Home   Department. 

I  have,  etc., 
(Sd.)  Illegibi.k. 
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Government  of  Bengal. 
Revenue  Department. 
Dated    the  31st  May  1875. 
No.  1327. 

Not  traceable.  Copy    of     the    Correspondence     and     of     the     catalogue*    referred     to 

forwarded  to  the  .Board  of  Revenue,  Land  Revenue  Department,  for 
consideration  of  the  last  paragraph  of  the  Mutwallee's  letter  cited 
herein,  in  continuation  of  Government  Order  No.  701.  dated  18th 
March    1875. 

(Sd.)  Illegible. 
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No.  349A..    dated   Fort   William,  the    5tli    Juno    1875. 

From — J.    Geogheg.\n     Esq..     Offg.     Secretary    to   the     Board    of 
Revenue,    L.  P.. 

To — The     Secretary     to     the     Government     of     Bengal,     Revenue 
Department. 

I  am  directed,  with  reference  to  j'our  endorsement  No.  749  of  the 
24th  March,  forwarding  a  petition  from  the  Moghul  Shiali  community 
of  this  city,  regai'ding  the  appointment  of  a  successor  to  the  present 
Mutwallee  of  the  Hooghly  Imambarah,  to  submit  the  report  therein 
called  for. 

2.  The  petitioners,  "premising  that  the  rights  of  the  Shiahs  had 
been,  owing  to  the  misconduct  of  the  Mutwalli,  gradually  lost  sight  of, 
pray  that,  on  the  retirement  of  the  pi*esent  Mutwalli  whom  they 
describe  as  '"  a  most  learned  and  well-qualified  man,  and  one  who 
performs  his  duties  honestly  and  faithfullj',"  they  may  be  consulted 
in  the  appointment  of  his  successor  and  be  allowed  to  nominate  two 
competent   persons    for    the    selection    of    Government. 

3.  Applications  for  the  appointment  have  been  received  from  the 
following   gentlemen  : — 

1.  Ashrafuddin    Ahmed. 

2.  The  Hon'ble  Nawab    Saiyid    Asghar  Ali.    . 

3.  Nawab  Falakuddaulah. 

4.  Saiyid  Ashrat  Ali. 

5.  Saiyid  Zainuddin. 

6.  Aga  Muhammad  Taki. 

These  applications  were  forwarded  to  the  Commissioner,  who  directed 
the  Local  Agent  ''  to  institute  enquiries  as  to  the  qualifications  of  each 
of  the  candidates,  and  ascertain  and  report  how  far  eacu  applicant 
would    be   acceptable    to   the    present    Mutwalli,    Maulvi    Keramat    Ali." 

The    Local    Agent    reported    thus  : — 

'■  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad,  son  of  Munshi  Ani^r  Ali.  is  quite  a  young  man  ; 
too  young  in  my  opinion,  for  the  post  of  Mutwalli.  He  is  fresh  from 
school  and  without  experience  of  business,  though  his  father  says  he 
has  superintended  the  management  of  some  of  his  property.  He 
knows  English  and  Persian,  and  says  he  is  fond  of  books  and  the 
Mutwalli,  who  bequeathes  to  the  Imambara  a  large  library,  which  he 
has  collected  at  his  own  expense  (a  catalogue  of  which  he  has  lately 
forwarded,  with  a  letter  mentioning  Ashrafuddin),  seems  to  me  to 
take  to  Ashrafuddin,  on  that  account  among  others.  I  consider 
Ashrafuddin  a  promising  young  man.  He  is  gentlemanly  in  manner, 
and  there    is    hope    that     he     will     grow    up    as    able     and     loyal    as     his 
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father,  in  which  case  he  woukl  probably  Iki  a  wortliy  successor,  even 
of  the  present  Mutvvalli.  He  was  a  stiuhMit  of  the  Calcutta  Madrasa 
and  of  the  Doveton  College,  lint  Munshi  Amir  Ali  was,  and  all  his 
family  are  still,  I  believe,  Sunnis,  and  this  son  has  only  turned  Sliia, 
I  hear,  lately.  Munshi  Amir  All's  other  two  sons  are  still  Sunnis. 
This  1  think,  is  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  the  appointment  of 
Ashrafuddin  to  the  post,  as  it  is  a  strictly  vShiah  endowment.  The 
Mutwalli    must    be  a  Shiah." 

"  Hon'ble  Nawab  Sayid  Ashghar  Ali  belongs  to  the  family  of 
Nawab  Muhammad  Raza  Khan  Bahadur  of  Chitpore,  was  educated  at 
the  Nizamat  College,  Murshidabad,  in  1S62,  obtained  a  sunud  to  adopt 
the  title  of  Nawab.  In  the  beginning  of  1866,  be  went  to  England, 
where  he  stayed  six  or  seven  years.  He  studied  for  the  bar,  and 
was  eventually  called,  He  returned  to  India  about  two  years  ago, 
and  was  made  an  Honorary  Magistrate,  and  sits  occasionally  on  the 
Bench.  He  does  not  practise.  His  income  is  about  Rs.  1,400  a 
month." 

"  Nawab  Falakuddaulah  is  son  of  the  late  Anjamundaulah  of 
Lucknow,  who  held  a  high  position  under  the  ex-King  of  Oudh. 
Falakuddaulah  came  to  Calcutta  in  1856  as  a  lad  and  on  the  death 
of  his  father  succeeded  him  in  the  charge  of  the  Chundookhanah,  an 
office  he  still  holds.  The  pay  of  the  office  is  only  Rs.  50  per  mensem, 
but  a  small  jaigir  made  over  to  his  father  by  the  ex-King  brings  him 
in  about  Rs.  200  a  month.  He  knows  Persian,  Urdu,  and  a  little 
English  ;  I  should  not  go  to  Garden  Reach  for  a  good  manager  of 
property." 

"  Sayid  Ashrat  Ali  was  once  serishtadar  for  two  years  of  the 
Judge's  court  at  Purneah.  After  that  for  35  years  he  practised  with 
success  as  a  pleader  at  Bhagalpore  from  11th  March  1841.  He  is  an 
Honorarv  Magistrate  and  Municipal  Commissioner,  and,  I  believe,  a 
good    man    of    business    and    respected.     His    age    is    58." 

"  Saiyid  Zainuddin  Avas  Acting  ^Mutwalli  of  this  very  Imambarah 
for  ten  months  before  the  present  Mutwalli  was  appointed.  He  says 
he  had  the  support  of  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
but  that  the  Senior  ^lember  supported  Sayid  Karamat  Ali.  He  has 
since  been  a  Deputy  Magistrate  from  1838.  Though  60  years  of  age 
he    still    looks    strong   and    vigorous." 

"  Agha  Muhamad  Taki  Shirazi  is  a  Persian  by  race.  He  at 
present  resides  at  Benares,  is  a  merchant,  and  trades  between  his 
native  country  and  India.  He  was  educated  at  the  Benares  College 
(Jaynarain's),  and  knows  Persian  as  his  native  tongue,  a  little  Aralbic 
and  also  speaks  English  very  well.  He  is  38  years  of  age,  and  seems 
an  enlightened  and  intelligent  man,  and  has  most  probably  good 
business  qualifications.  He  is,  I  believe,  well  connected  and  would  have 
the  confidence  of  the  Shiah  sect,  which  no  Sunni  could  ever  possess. 
He  is  of  the  same  race  as  the  founder,  a  Persian,  and  would  not  bring 
to  the  office  the  generally  narrow  bigoted  semi-Hindooized  spirit  of  the 
Mahomedans    of   this    peninsula." 
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0.  In  forwarding  the  report  the  Commissioner  observes  : — 
"  I  had  bt'cn  fully  pn']-)ared  to  give  such  support  as  my  recom- 
mendation might  carry  to  Ashrafuddin,  who  seemed  to  me  to  have 
several  important  qualifications  for  the  appointment  in  spite  of  his 
comparative  youth  ;  but  I  am  taken  by  surprise  at  finding  that  he  has 
only  lately  become  a  Shiah,  and  that  his  father,  Munshi  Auiir  Ali, 
and  his  brothers,  are  still  Sunnis.  I  fear  that  this  must  be  deemed 
an   insuperable    obstacle   to   his   appointment. 

"  Of  the  other  candidates,  I  think  that  Sayid  Zainuddin  Hussain 
is  the  most  eligible.  He  was  for  a  short  time  mutwalli  before  the 
appointment  of  Maulvi  Karamat  Ali.  He  is  a  tried  servant  of  Govern- 
ment and  although  he  is  sixty  years  of  age,  he  still  looks  strong  and 
vigorous.  Maulvi  Karamat  Ali  remarks  upon  him  that  he  is  a  most 
able  and  expeinenced  man,  and  fit  for  the  post  of  Mutwalli  of  this 
Imambara.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  appointment  of  Sayid  Zainuddin 
Hussain   is   desirable   and   unobjectionable." 

6.  Subsequent  to  these  repoi-ts  Agha  Abbas  Teherani,  a  member 
of  the  Committee  for  control  of  the  Imambara  under  Act  XX  of  1863, 
expressed  his  desire  to  stand  as  a  candidate,  giving-  up  his  appoint- 
ment as  a  member  of  the  Committee.  Of  this  gentleman  the  L'ocal 
Agent    writes  : — 

'■  The  Agha  is  a  Pei-sian  by  race,  and  otherwise  qualified  for  the 
post  of  the  Mutwalli  but  appears  to  me  rather  too  old,  though  I 
consider  the  successor  of  Sayid  Karamat  Ali  should  be  rather  above 
than    under    middle    age. 

"The  Mutwalli.  Sayid  Karamat  Ali  does  not  seem  to  1)0  well- 
disposed  to  the  Agha  now,  though  in  1870  he  wrote  favourably  of 
him,    and    recommended    him    for   the    post    of   member  of  the  (Jjmmittee." 

7.  On  the  1st  of  this  month  an  apjilication  on  the  part  of  Agha 
Mir  Nawalj  was  received  from  your  office  ;  but  as  the  matter  has  been 
long  pending,  the  Member  in  charge  has  not  thought  it  advisable  to 
delay  this  report,  pending  a  reference  to  the  Committee  and  Local 
Agent    in    i-egard    to    that    gentleman's    qualifications. 

8.  Giving  due  consideration  to  the  reports  above  quoted,  the 
Member  in  charge  would  but  for  one  reason  give  the  j (reference  to 
Sayid  Zainudilin.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  good  family,  perfectly  honest, 
with  a  good  knowledge  both  of  the  English  and  Arabic  literature,  and 
has  acted  in  the  appointment  of  Mutwalli  during  the  absence  on  leave 
of  the  pi-esent  incumbent.  Unfortunately  he  is  advanced  in  years 
having  retired  some  time  ago  from  the  service  of  Government  as  a 
Deputy  Collector  on  attaining  the  limit  of  55  years.  His  age,  Mr. 
Schalch  fears,  is  an  insuperalde  objection  to  this  appointment,  other, 
wise    he    would    strongly    recommend    his    being    selected. 

9.  The  candidate  whom  the  present  Mutwalli  desires  to  be  ap- 
pointed is  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad,  the  son  of  a  well  known  and  greatly 
respected  gentleman,  Munshi  Amir  Ali.  Though  somewhat  young  he 
appears  to  be  well  qualified  for  the  appointment  ;  and.  on  the  recom- 
mendation   of   the   Mutwalli,    to    which    the     Government    would    no   doubt 
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desire  to  give  luueli  weight,  the  Government  would  have  a  guarantee 
that  the  duties  of  the  office  would  be  honestly  performed.  It  is  stated 
bj'  the  Local  Agent  and  the  Commissioner  that  he  has  lately  joined 
the  Shiah  sect,  his  father  and  all  his  family  being  Sunnis.  The  Member 
in  cliarge  finds,  however,  on  enquii-y  from  Munshi  Amir  Ali,  the 
father  of  the  candidate,  that  he  and  all  his  family  ai'e  and  always  have 
belonged  to  the  Shiah  sect,  and  the  Member  in  charge,  therefore? 
recommiMids    Iiiin    for    the    appointment. 

10.  But  in  case  Saiyid  Zainuddin  should  be  considered  ineligible 
on  the  score  of  age,  and  the  recommendation  in  favour  of  Ashrafuddin 
be  not  approved,  the  Member  in  charge  would  nominate  two  of  the 
remaining  candidates  for  the  approval  of  Government,  namely.  Nawal) 
Sayid  Ashghar  Ali  and  Agha  ]\Iuhammad  Taki  Shirazi.  The  former 
was  brought  up  at  the  Nizamat  College  at  Moorshedabad,  where  he 
acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  Arabic  and  Persian  languages,  and  has 
b>pent  many  years  travelling  in  Europe  and  studying  for  the  bar,  to 
which  he  has  been  called.  He  is  of  middle  age,  over  .30,  and  has 
been  honoured  by  a  seat  in  the  Council  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  Bengal.  He  would,  Mr.  Schalch  thinks,  prove  himself  useful  and 
active  in  the  appointment.  The  latter  was  educated  at  the  Benares 
College,  and  speaks  English  well  and  Huently.  The  Member  in 
charge  was  much  pleased  in  his  interview  with  him,  with  his 
intelligence.  From  the  knowledge  he  has  acquired  in  his  profession 
as  a  banker  in  Benares,  he  would,  no  doubt,  prove  a  useful  man  of 
business. 

11.  To  sum  up,  the  Member  in  charge  while  preferring,  but  for 
his  age.  Zainuddin,  would  recommend  Ashr.afuddin  as  the  person  selected 
by  the  present  Mutwalli,  and  failing  him,  Nawab  Sayid  Ashghar  Ali,  or 
Agha  Mohammad  Taki  Shirazi,  as  the  successor  to  Maulvi  Karamat 
Ali    for   the    post    of   the    Mutwalli     of  the    Hooghly    Imambara. 

P.S. — With  reference  to  the  application  of  Agha  Sayid  Muhammad 
Shustri  of  Bombay,  forwarded  with  your  endorsement  No.  1407. 
dated  9th  instant,  and  Teceived  in  this  office  after  the  above 
report  had  been  drafted,  I  am  instructed  to  state  that  Member 
in  charge  has  no  acquaintance  with  the  qualifications  of  the  applicant 
further  than  from  the  letter  of  the  Consul  General  for  Persia,  and 
that  he  is  not  inclined  to  modify  the  recommendation  continued  in  the 
body    of   the    report. 
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No.   1302  T. 

From 

The    Offg.    Junior   Secretary    to    the    Government    of    Bengal, 

Revenue    Department, 

To  ^ 

The    Offg.    Secretary    to   the    Board    of   Revenue. 

On    tour,    dated    Darjeeling,    the    25th    June    1875. 

Sir. 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  0-49  A.,  of  the  5th  instant,  submitting  a  report  on  the  qualifications 
of  tlie  several  candidates  for  the  post  of  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara  which  is  soon  to  be  vacant  on  the  retirement  of  the 
present    incumbent. 

2.     In    reply    I    am    to    state    that     in     compliance     with     the  recom. 

mendation    of    the    Member-in-charge,    the    Lieutenant-Governor  is  pleased 

to  appoint    Ashrafuddin    Ahmed,    son    of    Munshi     Amir    Ali,    to  be     the 

Mutwalli     of     the     Hooghly     Imambara     in     succession     to     the  present 
Mutwalli,   Moulvi    Karamat    Ali. 

I    have   the    honour    to    be, 
Sir, 
Your   most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)    C.   T.   BUCKLAND, 
Offg.    Junior    Secretary   to    the   Government    of    Bengal. 
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From 


To 


No.    1076. 

Arthur  Hornell,    Esquire, 

OfFg.    Secretary   to   the    Government    of  India. 

The    Secretary   to   the    Government    of    Bengal, 

Revenue  Department. 

Simla,    the    ?9th  June    1875. 


Sir. 


I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  your  letter  No.  1326,  dated 
3l8t  instant  with  enclosures,  relative  to  the  oiFer  made  by  Syed 
Keramat  Ali,  Mutwallee  of  the  Imambarah  at  Hooghly,  to  present 
his    valuable    library  to  the    Imambarah. 

2.  The  Governor-General  in  Council  concurs  with  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  that  the  offer  should  be  accepted,  and  I  am  to  request  that 
it  may  be  suitably  acknowledged  and  that  an  assurance  may  at 
the  same  time  be  given  to  the  Mutwallee  that  the  books,  manus- 
cripts and  instruments  will  be  kept  in  the  Imambarah  and  every 
care     taken    for    their   preservation. 

3.  With  regard  to  your  4th  paragraph  I  am  to  suggest  for 
His  Honour's  consideration  that  if  there  is  any  strong  local  feeling  on 
the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  old  library  of  the  Imambarah  to  the 
Ijooghlj-  College,  the  books  might  be  restoi'ed  to  the  Imambarah  and 
Drought  under  the  same  arrangement  as  may  be  made  for  the  preserv- 
a(,)un    of   the    new   library. 

I  have,    etc., 

(Sd).   ARTHUR   HORNELL, 

Secretary    to    the    Government    of    India. 
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No.   309A. 
Copy    of   this*   and    of  the   letter    to    which    it    is    a    reply    forwarded 
„,,„„„,,  to   the    Commissioner    of   Burdwan,     with     refer- 

'  No.  1302  T.,  dated  25th  June  .  ' 

1875,  from  the    Government   of     ence     to   his      No.    135    dated    28th     May  1875, 

Beuaal  to  the  Board  of  Revenue.  i  •  j  c  ■    c  ^• 

^                                            and      previous     correspondence  tor     miormation 

and    guidance,    with    the    request     that    he     will    arrange  for    the     charge 

of   the    Imambarah     being     made    over     at     once    to   the  newly-appointed 
Superintendent. 

By    order 

Board  of   Revenue,  (Sd.)  Illegible, 

The   1st    July    1875.  Offg.    Secretary. 
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No.    ;t()SA..    dated.    Fnrf-WilHani.    thv    1st    .luly    1875. 

Menu)    liy — I.     Gkouhkgan,    E^q..     Off^.    Secretary    to   the     Board 
of    Revenue    L.   P. 

Coi'Y  of  tlie  following  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal,  l\evenue  Department,  in  reply  to  his  letter  No.  979, 
dated    I'Oth    April     last. 

'2.  The  Member  in  charge  recommends  the  appointment  of  the  five 
gentlemen  named  to  be  members  of  the  Committee  for  the  manage- 
ment of  that  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Syudpore  Trust  Estate 
which    is    appropriated    to    religious    purposes. 


N'd.    1.1.    dated     Burdwan.    the    Stli    .liinf-    1875. 

t<"  1-0111 — r.    T.    BrcKi.AMi.    Esq..      (Commissioner    of     the     Burdwan 

Division. 
To — The    Ohg.    Secretary    to    the    Board    (jf    Revenue,    L.    P. 

With  reference  to  nhe  correspondence  forwarded  with  your 
No.  l95A.,  of  the  26th  April  1875.  I  have  the  honour  to  submit,  in 
the  annexed  list,  the  names  of  the  five  Mahomedan  gentleuien  who  are 
proposed  to  form  a  committee  for  the  management  of  the  Syudpore 
Trust  Estate.  They  are  all  recommended  by  the  Motawallee.  and 
are  of  the  Sheah  sect  and  have  expressed  their  willingness  to  act  on 
the    Committee. 

2.  \\'ith  regard  to  paragraph  o  of  the  Government  letter 
No.  979  of  the  20th  April  1875,  I  beg  to  state  that  a  report  was 
submitted  to  the  Board  of  Revenue  with  this  ofiice  No.  135  of  the 
28th    ultimo. 

List  of  names  of  the  five  Mahomedan  gentlemen  to  form  a 
committee    for    the    management    of    Syudpore    Trust    testate. 

1.  Hon'ble     Nawab     Asghur     Ali    Khan,     c.s.i..      Barrister-at-Law, 

Honorary     ilagistrate      and      ^Member      of    the     Legislative 
Council    of    Bengal. 

2.  Sved      Amir     Ali.     m.a..     Barrister-at-Law     practising      at      the 

Calcutta    High    Court. 
o.     Mir     ^lahomed     Kazem     .Towaharee.    Zamindar.      Tiretta    Bazar, 
Calcutta. 

4.  Syed    ^loorteza.    ^lerchant     of     Behhahan.    son-in- aw    to     Hajee 

Syed      Sadeck      Shoostary.      Merchant      at    Fouzdari    Bala- 
khana.    Calcutta. 

5.  Mirza    Moljarik    Ali.    aiiaf<   Mirza      Amirjan    Khoosnavis.    nephe*v 

to  Mirza   Solaiman     Khan's     son,    Mirza     Nusroollah  Khan, 

the    security    of      Haji       ^lahomed.      the     Testator.  while 

making     over   hi?,    property    as    a    permanent     waqf  to    the 
Tmambarah    at    Joraghat.     Hooghly. 
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I 

GuVKKNMENT     Oh      BkNGAI,. 

Kevenue    Department. 
The    9th    July    1.S75. 
No.    1699. 
To 

Sykd   KaR.\xMat   All  * 

Mutwalli    of   the    Iraambarah    at  Hooghly. 

Sir. 

With  reference  to  j'our  letter  dated  the  22nd  April  1875,  addressed 
to  the  Government  of  India,  intimating  your  wish  to  give  to  the  Hooghly 
Imambarah  your  library,  a  catalogue  of  which  accompanied  your  letter, 
I  am  directed  to  say  that  your  offer  so  liberally  made  has  been 
accepted  ;  and  I  am  to  convey  to  you  an  expression  of  both  the 
Viceroy's  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  thanks  and  cordial  appreciation 
of  your  valuable  gift  with  an  assurance  that  as  desired  by  you.  the 
books,  manuscripts  and  instruments  will  be  kept  in  the  Imambarah  and 
every    care    taken    for    their    preservation. 

I  have.  etc.. 

(Sd.)  Illegiblk. 
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Government   of    Bengal, 
Revenue    Department. 

The    9th   July    1875. 
No.    1700. 
To 

The    Officiating   Secretary   to   the   Board    of   Revenue, 

Land    Revenue   Department. 

Sir, 

In  continuation  of  my  endorsement  No.  1327,  dated  the  31st  May 
1875,  I  am  directed  to  forward  an  extract 
June^ms!''^^'''  '^'^'''  ''''  ^^'^  (paragraphs)  from  a  letter  =  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  in  the  Home  Department,  and 
to  request  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  may  be  favoured  with  a  report 
as  to  the  state  of  local  feeling  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the 
library    of   the    Imambarah   to  the    Hooghly    College. 

2.  A  letter  has  this  day  been  addressed  to  vSyed  Karamat  Ali,  accept- 
ing and  suitably  acknowledging  his  offer  to  present  his  valuable  libi-ary 
to  the  Imambarah  at  Hooghly,  and  I  am  to  request  that  the  necessary 
instructions  may  be  issued  to  the  Commissioner  to  have  the  books 
manuscripts  and  instruments  kept  in  the  Imambarah  and  every  care 
taken    for   their   preservation   as   desired    by   the    Mutwalli. 

I    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)  Illegible. 
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Dated    Calcutta,    the    20th    July    1875. 

Notification — By    the  Government    of    Bengal. 

Under  the  provisions  of  sections  7  and  8  of  Act  XX  of  1863,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  the  undermentioned 
gentlemen  to  be  a  Committee,  in  the  Hooghly  district,  to  perform  the 
duties  imposed  by  Regulation  XIX  of  1810  upon  the  Board  of  Revenue 
and  the  Local  Agents  of  Hooghly,  in  respect  of  that  portion  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  Syedpur  Trust  Estate  which  is  appropriated  to  religious 
uses  : — 

1.  The  Hon'ble  Nawab  Ashgar  Ali  Khan,  c.s.i.,  Barrister-at-Law 

2.  Syed    Amir    Ali.    m.a.,    Barrister-at-Law. 

3.  Mir   Mahomed    Kazem    Jowaharee,    Zamindar. 
■1.  Syed    Moorteza,    Merchant. 

5.     ^lirza    Mobarik    Ali,    alias   Mirza    Amirjan  Koosh    Navis. 
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No.    1822.    dated    Calcutta,   the    23rd    .luly    1875.  . 

From — The     Acting    Assistant     Secretary     to    the    Government    of 

Bengal,    Revenue    Department. 
To — The    Officiating   Secretary    to   the     hJoard    of    Revenue.    Land 

Revenue    Department. 

With    reference    to   your    endorsement    No.    408  A,  dated  the  1st  July 
1875,    and    its    annexures,    I    am    directed    to    say    that     the    Lieutenant- 
Governor    has    been    pleased    to    appoint    under 

The     Hon'lile     Nawal.     Asligar  .  r       .  ^-^-         , 

AH  Khan,  c.s.i.  sections     7    and    8     of    Act    XX    of    1863,    the 

^f  Mahome'd''' Kaze'a.    Juwa-     gentlemen    named    in    the    margin    to   act    as    a. 
^'^■■es- ,  Committee  in  the  district  of  Hooghly  to  perform 

Syeil   Moorteza.  .         .  i    i        t-.  i      •  -vt-v^ 

Mirza  Jiobarik  Aii  alias  Mirza     the  duties  imposed  by  Regulation    XIX    of  1810 
'  "^"'•i''"-  upon     the    Board     of     Revenue     and    the    Local 

Agents    of    Hooghly,    in    respect    of   that    portion    of    the    proceeds    of    the 
Syedpur    Trust    Estate    which    is    appropriated    to    religious    uses. 

2.     The    necessary     Notification     has    been    published    in    the    Calcutta 
Gazette. 
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To 


P>MAMBAI!AH     OfFK'K, 

Hooglily,    the    7tli    July    1875. 


The    Lcical    Agent. 

Hooghly. 


SiK. 


With  reference  to  the  tirst  paragrapii  of  the  Government  letter 
No.  701.  dated  18th  March  1875,  copy  of  which  was  forwarded  to  me 
iiy  your  No.  27  of  the  lOth  Ajjril  last.  I  have  the  honour  to  inform 
yon  tliat  besides  tlie  .',th  share  allotted  to  me  as  my  portion  I  have 
had  many  advantages  here  ;  such  as  the  benefits  of  a  comfortaijle 
house,  competent  Doctor  and  Hakeem,  etc.  The  Kharij  Towliyat  pro- 
perties being  left  entirely  at  my  disposal,  have  also  been  conferred  on 
me  mucli  in  the  shape  of  a  jagir,  the  accounts  of  which  I  have  not 
to  forward  to  my  superiors  though  I  always  refrained  to  derive  the 
slightest  benefit  from  it,  augmenting  on  the  other  hand  its  income  by 
every  possible  means  and  at  the  expense  of  all  my  strength  and 
money. 

As  for  the  amount  of  pension  granted  to  me,  I  beg  leave  to  state 
that  it  will  be  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  various  expenses  necessary 
for  my  old  age  and  sickly  state,  as  suggested  in  mine  of  the  2nd 
January  and  19th  December  last.  Being  always  subject  to  various 
kinds  of  diseases,  I  must  have  often  recourse  to  medical  advisers  and 
stand  in  need  of  faithful  servants  and  friends,  the  expenses  of  which 
along  with  those  of  a  comfortable  house  in  some  clean  and  open  place 
and  the  necessaries  of  life,  will  scarcely  come  under  a  sum  of 
HOO  rupees  a  month,  especially  in  a  city  like  Calcutta  or  in  countries 
like  Arabia  and  Khorasan,  where  I  intend  to  retire,  the  latter  two 
being    very    expensive    and   difficult    for    me    to    reach    also. 

Leaving  out  of  consideration  the  faithful  services  I  have  rendered 
prior  to  my  appointment  as  the  Mutwalli  of  this  Emambarah.  as 
mentioned  in  tlie  i)aragraphs  3.  4  and  5  of  mim^  of  the  19th  Decem- 
ber last,  addressed  to  you,  the  services  1  have  done  to  the  Emam- 
barah at  the  sacrifice  of  all  my  vigour,  strength  and  money  in  adding 
some  5,000  or  (5,000  rupees  to  its  annual  income  and  giving  it  along 
with  the  Emambazar  (which  were  formerly  very  sorry  looking  and  dirty 
places^  every  kind  of  beauty  and  improvement  with  a  view  to  do  as 
much  as  my  humble  ability  could  add  to  the  glory  of  the  British 
name  in  India,  as  mentioned  in  the  7  paragraph  of  my  above  letter  of 
the  19th  December  last,  and  manifest  from  the  magnificent  works  and 
beautiful  arrangements  connected  with  the  Emambarah,  would  alone 
entitle  me  to  a  pension  equal  in  amount  to  my  salary,  and  from  the 
^th  share  of  the  waqf  fund  which  has  sufficient  money  to  pay  as 
much  as  is  now  allotted  to  me  as  my  portion.  Resides  the  average 
income  is  calculated  not  from  what  is  really  derived,  but  from  the 
sum  the  Collector  of  Jessore  is  pleased  to  send  in  times,  without 
referring   to   the    true    income    of   the    f^state,    which    is    entirely    unknown 
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to  us  for  want  of  accounts,  wliicli  we  had  formerly  been  supplied  with 
but    now    stopped    entirely. 

I  further  beg  to  inform  you  that  should  it  appear  difficult  for 
Government  to  comply  with  my  wishes,  I  would  decline  to  take  any 
pension  and  prefer  to  serve  the  remaining  days  of  my  life.  As  for 
the  nomination  of  my  successor,  Moonshee  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed,  son  of 
Moonshee  Amir  Ali,  Khan  Bahadur,  it  will  remain  unaltered.  But  as 
Government  has  so  graciously  been  disposed  to  cast  the  I'esponsibility 
of  selection  on  me  as  mentioned  in  the  extract  of  its  letter  No.  701, 
forwarded  to  me  by  yours  of  the  l-4th  April  187.5.  I  will  as  in  duty- 
bound,  exert  my  best  to  make  him  my  fit  successor.  I  will  keep  him 
with  me  and  train  him  after  myself,  that  he  may  assume  my  character 
and  prove  a  really  good  and  useful  Mutwallee  after  me.  He  may 
attend  the  College  as  well  to  prosecute  his  studies  and  enlighten  his 
mind  and  thereby  obtain  more  competencj'  for  the  post,  for  should  he 
be  not  well  trained  up  by  myself  I  fear  he  would  likely  be  corrupted 
in    future. 

I  therefore  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  forward  this  for  the  con- 
sideration   of   Government    with    your  favourable    remarks    upon  the    same. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  to  add  that  I  am  late  in  my  reply  owing  to 
my  remaining  very  ill  during  the  last  five  months  as  it  is  known  to 
you. 

I    have,    etc.. 

(Sd.)  SYED  KERAMAT  ALI.  MUTWALLI. 


No.    447  A. 


Coi'Y  of  the  foregoing  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal,  Land  Revenue  Department,  for  consideration  and  for 
such  orders  as  may  appear  to  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  to 
be   necessary. 

By   order  of   the   Member    in    charge, 

(Sd.)  Illegible, 

Offg.    Secretary. 
Board   of   Reaenue,   L.  P. 
Fort   William, 
The    26th   July    1875. 
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From 


To 


No.  292. 
Sir     W.    J.    Herschel,    Bart..    Ohg.    Commissioner    of    Burdwan, 

The    Secretary    to   the    Board    of    Revenue.    L.P., 

The    29th    July    1875. 

Sir, 

With  reference  to  your  No.  309A..  of  the  1st  instant,  I  have 
the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  tlie  Member  in  charge. 
that  Syed  Karamat  Ali,  the  retiring  Mutwalli  made  over  charge  of  the 
Hooghly  Imambara  to  Moulvi  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed,  the  new  Mutwalli, 
on   the    morning   of   the    20th    instant. 

I  have    the    honour   to   be, 

Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  W.   J.   HERSCHEL, 

Offg.    Commissioner. 
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To 


Government   of    Rengal, 
Revenue  Department. 
Dated    the    9th    August    1875. 
No.    1970 

The    Secretary    to     the     Government     of     India,    Departments    of 
Revenue,    Agriculture    and    Commerce. 


Sir, 


I  am  directed  to  invite  j^our  attention  to  Mr.  Cotton's  letter 
No.  703,  dated  the  18th  March  1875,  and  to  request  that  His  Excellency 
the  Governor-General  in  Council  may  be  moved  to  pass  early  orders  upon 
the  recommendation  of  this  Government  for  the  grant  to  Syed  Karamat 
Ali,  Mutvv^alli  of  the  Imambarah  at  Hooghly,  of  an  additional  pension 
from   general    revenues    in    consideration    of    his    past    political    services. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Sd.)    Illegible, 

Secretary    to   Government. 
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From 


To 


Revenue   Department, 
(Land    Revenue). 

No.    1971. 


G.    Ea^ton,    Esq..     Acting    Assistant     Secretary    to    the     Govern- 
ment   of    Bengal, 

The     Officiating     Secretary     to     the     Board     of     Revenue,     Land 
Revenue    Department. 


Calcutta,    the    9th    August    1875. 


Sir, 


With  reference  to  my  letter  No.  1822,  dated  the  the  23rd  July 
1875,  appointing  a  committee  in  the  district  of  Hooghly  for  the  man- 
agement of  that  portion  <>f  the  proceeds  of  the  Syedpore  Trust  Estate 
which  is  appropriated  to  religious  uses.  I  am  directed  to  request 
that  it  may  he  ascertained  from  the  Commissioner  of  Bui'dwan  and 
reported  for  the  information  of  Government,  on  what  date  the  Local 
Agents  of  Hooghly  made  over  to  the  committee,  the  charge  of  the 
duties    connected    with    their    office. 

1    have    the    honour    to    be. 

Sir. 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)   G.    EASTON, 
Acting   Asst.    Secy,    to   the    Govt,    of    Bengal. 


No.    381  A. 


Copy     forwarded    to    Commissioner,    Burdwan,    for    report,    with    refer- 
ence   to   this    office    endorsement    No.    352A.,    dated    the    27th    ultimo. 

By    order. 

Board  ok   Revenue,  •     (Sd.)  Illegible, 

Tiie    nth    August  1875.  Offg.    Secretary. 
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From 


To 


No.   480F. 

The    Assistant    Secretary    to   the    Government    of   India, 

The    Oflfg.    Secretary    to   the    Government    of    Bengal, 

Dated    Simla,    the    oOth   August    1875. 


Sir, 


In    reply    to   your   letter    No.    1H70.    dated     9th     August    1875,    to 
the    address    of   the    Secretary   to   the  Government  of  India  in  the  Depart- 
ment  of    Revenue,     Agriculture    and     Commerce     requesting     earlj'     orders 
on   the    communication     noted     on     the   margin* 

»  No.  703,  dated  18th  Marcli  1875.  "  . 

relative  to  the  grant  of  an  additional  pension 
to  Sj'ed  Karamat  Ali.  ]\Iutwalli  of  the  Imambarah  at  Hooghly,  I  am 
directed  to  state  that  the  question  has  been  submitted  for  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  on  receipt  of  a  reply  the 
orders    of     the     Government     of     India     will     be     communicated     in     due 


I    have    the    honour    to    be, 

Sir. 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  F.  C.  DAUKES. 
For   Assistant    Secretary   to   the   Government    of   India. 
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F  1(11 1 


To 


No.    126. 

A.    WkkkkS,    Esq.. 

Local    Agent,    Hooghly. 

The    Commissioner    ol!    Bunlwan. 

Dated    Hooghly,  the    10th    September    1875. 


Sll!. 


I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  the  Mutwallee  Saiyid  Karamat 
All.  (lied  this  morning  in  the  Hooghly  Imambara.  Yesterday  he  wrote 
to  me  to  enquire  whether  the  further  grant  alluded  to  in  paragraph  I 
of  the  Government  of  Bengal's  letter  No.  VOL  dated  the  18th  March 
1875,  had  been  sanctioned,  and  also  whether  his  application  for  a  higher 
pension  forwarded  with  this  (jffiee,  No.  91  of  the  14th  July  1875, 
had    been    granted. 

2.  I  have  ascertained  that  he  made  arrangements  for  the  dis- 
position of  his  propety  and  that  his  nearest  relative  has  been  summoned 
by  telegraph  and  that  his  funeral  will  be  fitly  conducted.  He  will 
be  buried  in  the  old  or  Bara  Imambara.  He  has  appointed  the  present 
Mutwallee  and  his  nephew  his  executors.  He  has  left  personal  property 
to  the  value  of  about  Rs.  6,000,  but  the  bulk  of  his  property,  he  has, 
from   time    to   time,    made    over   to    the    Imambara. 

3.  He  served  Government  faithfully  and  well  in  the  earlier  porti(3n 
of  his  life  in  Cabul  and  elsewhere,  as  has  been  stated  in  his  apjiliea- 
tion  for  pension  and  elsewhere,  and  Government  has  lost  a  true  friend 
and  well-wisher.  He  was  one  of  the  old  style  of  men  such  as  are 
unfortunately    rare    now-a-days. 

4.  He  displayed  the  same  faitlifulness  to  his  trust  and  the  same 
devotion  in  his  discharge  of  the  office  of  Mutwallee,  wliich  he  has 
held  for  38  years,  which  he  had  displayed  on  behalf  of  Government  ; 
during  these  years  he  nursed  the  funds  of  the  institution,  and  erected 
the  present  ne%y  Imamliara,  one  of  the  finest  buildings  in  Bengal.  His 
integrity  was  perfect,  and  he  would  never  allow  any  of  his  relations 
to  come  nearer  him  that  he  might  be  above  the  suspicion  of  parti- 
ality. 

I    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)  A.  WEEKES, 

Local  Agent. 


No.    455, 


Commissioner's  office,  Burdwan  Division,    the  26th    October    1875. 
Copy  forwarded  to  the  Secretary,  Board  of  Revenue,  Lower  Provinces, 
for   information. 

J^y  order, 

(Sd.)  KALI   PADA  MOOKERJEE, 
Offg.  Pei-sonal  Assistant  to  Commissioner. 
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No.  4 79 A. 
**  BoAiii)  OF  Revenue. 


To 


The  Commissioner,  Burdwan, 

Dated.  5t.h  November  1875. 


Sir. 


With  reference  to  your  Memorandum  No.  4.5.5.  dated  26th  ultimo, 
I  am  directed  to  state  that  the  Member  in  charge  has  received  with 
much  regret  the  news  of  the  death  of  Sayid  Karamat  Ali,  late  Superin- 
tendent   of   the    Hooghly    Imambara. 

T  have,    etc., 

(Sd.)    Illegible, 

Acting    Secretary. 
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No.  518,  dated    Burdwan,    the    26th    November  1875. 

From — C.  T.   Buckland,  Esq.,    Commissioner   of   Burdwan. 

To — The    Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,    Lower    Provinces. 

With  i-efei-ence  to  your  office  Memorandum  No.  381  of  the  11th 
August,    I    have    the    honour    to    report    as    follows  : — 

2.  By    the    orders    of   Government,    No.     1822,    dated    the    23rd    July 

1875,    the    five  gentlemen  named    in    the  margin 
Tlie  Hon'ble  Xawab  Asghar  Aii     ^yg^e     appointed     under     sections    7     and     8    of 

Khan,  c.s.i.  »  x-x'        p  •  • 

Syed  Amir  AH  m.a.  Act   XX    of   1863,     to   act    as    a     committee   m 

hare"  ""'*"""'"       ''^*^'"    '  °^'"     the    district    of    Hooghly    to  perform    the    duties 

Syed  Moorteza.  imposed    bv    regulation    XIX    of    1810.    upon  the 

Mirza  MobariK    Ali    alias    Mirza  i        i>     n  i        i  t  i         » 

Ameerjaii.  Board    of    Kcvenue.    and    the     Local     Agents  at 

Hooghly,  in  respect  of  that  portion  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  Syedpur  Trust  estate  which  is  appropriated  to  religious 
uses. 

3.  These  orders  were  forwarded  to  this  office  by  the  Board  of 
Revenue  under  their  endorsemenD  No.  352  of  27th  Julj^  for  such  action 
as  may  be  necessarj'^  under  section  12,  Act  XX  of  1863,  and  they 
were  forwarded  by  the  officiating  Commissioner  to  the  Local  Agents  of 
of    Hooghlj^    on    11th    August    under   an    endorsement  of  the  same  purport. 

i.  On  the  16th  August  the  Local  Agent,  Mr.  Weekes.  applied  for 
instructions  to  determine  what  portion  of  the  land  or  other  property 
belonging  to  the  trust,  is  to  remain  under  the  Board's  superintendence 
for  application  to  secular  uses,  and  what  [lortion  is  to  be  transferred 
to  the  committee.  He  recommended  that  the  suggestion  contained  in 
paragraph  12  of  Government  letter  No.  4036  of  30th  October  1863, 
to  the  address  of  the  Board,  should  be  carried  into  effect,  the  Imambarah 
at  Hooghly,  garden,  bazar,  and  other  grounds  adjoining  it  being 
made  over  to  the  committee,  and  the  Board  retaining  the  Syedpur 
Estate  in  its  own  hands,  paying  periodically  to  the  committee  three- 
ninths  of  the  income  for  the  expenses  of  the  religious  observances 
for  the  Prophet  and  his  descendants,  for  the  other  appointed 
festivals  and  for  the  repairs  of  the  Imambarah  and  the  burying 
grounds,  one-ninth  for  the  use  of  the  agent  or  superintendent,  and  so 
much  of  the  four-ninths  as  may  properly  be  devoted  to  the  payment 
of   establishments    connected    with    the    Imambara. 

5.  The  Local  Agent  also  solicited  instructions  as  to  the  last  item, 
which  was  fixed  at  Rs.  707-10-8  in  Government  letter  No.  1117,  dated 
21st     March     1865,     to    the   address    of   the    Board.     He    reported    that    he 
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liad    called    for    ami    he    lias    since    submitted    a    list    o[  ihe  establishments 
employed    at    present    and    paid    from   the    four-ninths    share. 

6.  He  also  solicited  orders  whether  the  property  known  as  kharij- 
towleut.  which  was  placed  as  a  temporary  measure  under  the  charge 
of  the  Mutwalli  in  1838,  is  to  be  made  over  to  the  committee  or  to 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Mutwalli.  Ho  appended  two  lists,  one  of 
the  property  belonging  to  the  Hooghly  Imambara  under  the  management 
of   the    Mutwalli  'and    another    of    the    kliarij-towleut    property. 

7.  In  a  subsequent  letter,  No.  12-4,  dated  2nd  September,  the  Local 
Agent  of  Hooghly  requested  orders  regarding  the  application  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  ferry  and  other  property  belonging  to  the  Syedpore 
trust  estate,  which  had  been  appropriated  to  the  three-ninths  share 
by  the  late  Mutwalli  in  spite  of  the  objections  of  the  Local  Agents  ; 
and  he  also  stated  that  the  new  Mutwalli  is  now  crediting  the 
proceeds  of  the  ferry  as'  a  part  of  the  kharij-towleut  property,  in 
spite  of  the  Local  Agent's  notice  to  him  that  the  ferry  is  a  part  of 
the    Syedpore    estate. 

8.  He  also  noticed  that  the  late  Mutwalli  had  added  property 
improperlj^   to   the    kharij-towleut    instead    of   to   the    trust    estate. 

9.  The  late  Officiating  (Jommissioner  not  having  disposed  of  this 
correspondence,  it  has  devolved  upon  me,  and  I  now  lay  it  before  the 
Board    with   the    following   remarks. 

10.  First,  the  five  gentlemen  appointed  as  a  committee  by  Govern- 
ment are  limited  in  their  powers  by  the  letter  of  appointment  to  that 
portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Syedpore  trust  estate  which  is  appro- 
priated   to    religious    uses. 

11.  The  committee  has  been  appointed  under  sections  7  and  8 
of  Act  XX  of  1863,  and  under  the  terms  of  section  7  it  should  be 
appointed  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  Board  and  the  Local  Agents- 
except  in  respect  of  any  property  which  is  specially  provided  for  under 
section    21    of   the    Act. 

12.  Under  section  21,  if  any  land  or  other  property  has  been 
granted  for  the  support  of  an  establishment  partly  religious  and  partly 
secular,  the  Board,  before  transferring  it  to  any  trustee,  manager  or 
superintendent  or  to  any  committee  of  management,  shall  determine 
what  portion,  if  any,  of  the  said  land  or  other  property  shall  remain 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Board  for  application  to  secular  uses. 
and  what  portion  shall  be  transferred  to  the  superintendence  of  the 
trustee,  manager  or  superintendent,  or  of  the  committee,  and  also  what 
annual  amount,  if  any,  shall  be  charged  on  the  land  or  other  property 
which  may  be  so  transferred  to  the  superintendence  of  the  said  trustee, 
manager  or  superintendent  or  of  the  committee  and  made  payable  to 
the  said  Board  or  to  the  Local  Agents  for  secular  uses  as  aforesaid. 
In  every  such  case  the  provisions  of  the  Act  shall  take  effect  only 
in    respect    to   such    land    and    other    property   as    may  be    so   transferred. 


488 


13.  The  terms  of  the  Government  appointment  to  the  committee 
empower  them  to  act  as  a  committee  in  the  district  of  Hooghly  to 
perform  the  duties  imposed  by  Regulation  XIX  of  1810  upon  the  Board 
of  Revenue  and  the  Local  Agent  of  Hooghly  in  respect  of  that  portion 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  Syedpore  trust  estate  which  is  appropriated  to 
religious    uses. 

14.  It  is  tolerably  evident  that  the  intention  of  the  Government 
was  to  debar  the  committee  from  interfering  with  the  Syedpore  trust 
estate  itself,  which  is  chiefly  situated  in  Jessore,  but  as  their  power 
is  limited  to  the  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  tlie  estate  which  is 
appropriated  to  religious  uses,  I  have  doubts  if  any  real  property  or 
any  other  part  of  the  funds  of  the  one-ninth  or  four-ninths  share  can 
be  transferred  to  the  local  committee  unless  the  terms  of  their 
appointment   are    altered. 

15.  Under  section  12  the  Board  of  Revenue  and  Local  Agents  are 
to  transfer  to  the  committee  all  landed  or  other  property  which  at  the 
time  of  the  appointment  of  the  committee  shall  be  under  the  superin- 
tendence or  in  the  possession  of  the  Board  or  Local  Agents,  and 
belonging  to  the  said  religious  establishment,  except  as  is  hereinafter 
provided  for.  which  words  apply  (I  understand)  to  section  21  ;  and 
under  section  21,  which  has  been  already  quoted,  the  Board  are  to 
determine  what  portion,  if  any,  of  the  land  or  other  property  shall 
remain  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Board  for  application  to  secular 
uses,  and  what  portion  shall  be  transferred  to  the  superintendence  of 
the  trustee,  manager  or  superintendent  or  of  the  committee,  and  also 
what  annual  amount,  if  any,  shall  be  charged  on  the  land  or  other 
property  which  may  be  so  transferred  to  the  superintendence  of  the 
trustee,  manager  or  superintendent  or  of  the  committee,  and  made  payable 
to   the    said    Board    or    to  the  Local  Agents  for  secular    uses    as    aforesaid. 

16.  It  is  to  be  noticed  that  section  21  provides  for  the  transfer 
of  the  land  or  other  property  to  any  trustee,  manager  or  superintendent, 
or  to  any  committee  of  management  appointed  under  the  Act  ;  and 
therefore,  where  the  powers  of  the  committee  are  expressly  limited  to 
the  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  estate  which  is  appropriated  to 
religious  uses,  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  be  clearly  settled  if  any 
landed  property,  such  as  suggested  in  paragraph  12  of  the  Government 
orders  of  1863  quoted  above  or  the  kharij-towleut  property  is  to  be 
handed   over    to  the  committee   or  to  the  Mutwalli. 

17.  The  »r,ew  Mutwalli  has  already  shown  an  indication  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  is  likely  to  manage  the  property  by  his  transfer 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  ferry  from  the  credit  of  the  trust  estate  to  the 
kharij-towleut,    which    is    manifestly   improper. 

18.  Before  taking  any  further  proceedings,  I  recommend  that  it 
should  be  clearly  settled  what  the  powers  of  the  committee  and  the 
Mutwalli  are  to  be  as  regards  the  propei-ty,  the  Imambara,  etc.,  and  the 
kharij-towleut  property  at  Hooghly.  The  newly-appointed  Mutwalli  has 
been   appointed   merely  as  successor    to    the     late     Mutwalli     without     any 
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specification  or  limitation  of  his  power,  and  by  the  Act  the  Local  Agents 
have  no  authority  over  the  manager  or  the  committee  appointed  under 
the  Act,  except  through  the  agency  of  the  civil  court  under  section  14 
of  the  Act. 

19.  It  may  be  permissible  to  let  the  committee  do  as  they  please 
with  the  three-ninths  share  and  the  one-ninth  share,  but  it  would  be 
unsafe  to  let  them  have  an  absolute  control  of  the  payments  from  the 
four-ninths  share,  which  amount  to  Rs.  1,598-8,  according  to  the  latest 
statement  submitted  by  the  Local  Agent,  the  whole  of  which  sum,  except 
Rs.  620  for  the  hospital,  is  apparently  administered  by  the  Mutwalli.  I 
have,  however,  called  for  further  information  on  this  point  from  the 
Local   Agent. 
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No.  530  A. 

Board   of   Revenue, 
The    7th  December  1875. 

To 

Commissioner   of   Burdwan   Division. 

Sir, 

With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  518,  dated  26th  ultimo, 
regarding  the  duties  to  be  made  over  by  the  Local  Agents  of  Hooghly 
to  the  committee  appointed  by  Government  in  respect  of  that  portion 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  Syedpore  trust  estate  which  is  appropriated  to 
religious  uses,  I  am  directed  to  request  that  you  will  submit,  without 
delay,  the  Local  Agents'  letters  alluded  to  in  your  report,  and  that  you 
will  furnish  any  information  available  about  the  kharij-towleut  property 
or    refer   the   Board   to  any   papers   relating   to  it. 

I   have,   etc.. 


(Sd.)  Illegible, 
Offg.  Secretary. 
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No.   51. 


[Revenue]. 


India  Office, 
London,   30th  September  1875. 


From 


To 


Her   Majesty's    Secretary    of    State    for    India, 


His    Excellency  the  Right    Hon'ble    the    Governor-General    of    India 
in  Council. 

My  Lord, 

The  despatch  of  your  Excellency  in  Council,  dated  19th  July, 
No.  235  of  1875  (Financial),  recommending  an  addition  of  Rs.  1,225 
per  annum  to  the  pension  of  Syed  Keramat  AH,  the  Mutwalli  of  the 
Imambarah    at    Hooghly,    has    been    considered    by  me    in    Council. 

2.  Under  the  circumstances  stated  in  the  despatch  of  your  Lord- 
ship in  Council,  I  sanction  with  great  satisfaction  the  addition  proposed 
to   the    pension    of   this    old    and    faithful    servant. 

I   have  the   honour   to   be, 
etc., 

(Sd.)  SALISBURY. 


No.  627  F. 


Copy  of  the  above  forwarded  to  the  Government  of  Bengal  for 
information,  with  reference  to  their  Acting  Junior  Secretary's  letter  to 
the  address  of  the  Secretary  to  Government  in  the  Department  of 
Revenue,   Agriculture   and  Commerce,    No.    703,    dated    18th   March    1875. 


Foreign   Department,  Finance  ; 

Fort  William, 

The    nth   December    1875. 


By  order,  etc., 

(Sd.)  F.   C.   DAUKES, 
for  Under-Secretary   to   the 

Government  of  India. 
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No.   571. 

From 

C.    T.    BucKLAND,    Esq., 

Commissionor    of   the    Burdvvan   Division, 

To 

The    Secretary    to   the    Board    of    Revenae,    L.  P. 

The    nth    December    1875. 

Sir, 

I    have   the    honour  -  to  acknowledge    the  receipt    of   your   letter 

No.    530A.,    dated    the     7th    December,     and    to 

letV^iu^rilvVwHl/elcio"     forward     copy     of     the     letters,   noted      in     the 

Local  Agent's  No.  124,  dated  2nd     margin,  from  the  Local  Agent  of  Hooghly,  which 

September  1875.  . 

Local  agent's  No.  135,  dated  26th     were    alluded    to     m     my     No.    518,    dated    the 
Octoberi875.  gg^j^    November.     The     only     information    about 

the  kharij-towleut  property  which  is  available  in  my  office  is  contained 
in  the  letter  No.  25,  dated  7th  June  1838,  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  18th  Division,  of  which  a  copy  is  forwarded  with  Local  Agents' 
No.  135,  dated  the  26th  October.  As  I  have  not  in  my  office  the  old 
correspondence  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  18th  Division  and  the 
Local  Agents  of  Hooghly,  T  have  requested  the  latter  to  furnish  as  soon 
as  i^ossible  any  further  information  on  the  subject  that  may  be  avail- 
able   in    this    office. 

I    have    the    honour    to    be, 

Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 


\ 


(Sd.)  C.   T.    BUCKLAND, 

Commissioner. 


No.    116.    dated    Hooghly,    the    16th   August    1875. 

From — A.    Weekes,    Esq.,    Local    Agent,    Hooghly, 
To — The    Commissioner    of   the    Burdvvan    Division. 

With  reference  to  your  No.  109  of  the  11th  instant,  I  have 
the  honor  to  request  you  will  be  good  enough  to  ask  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  with  reference  to  paragraph  12  of  letter  No.  4036  of  30th 
October  1863,  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal  to 
their  address,  to  determine  what  portion  of  the  land  or  other  property 
belonging  to  the  trust  is  to  remain  under  the  Board's  own  super- 
intendence for  application  to  secular  uses,  and  what  portion  shall  be 
transferred  to  the  committee.  T  recommend  that  the  proposal  suggested 
in    the    same   paragraph    12    be    carried    out,    viz.,    that    the    Board    should 
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make  over  to  the  committee  onlj'  the  Imamlmra  at  Hooghly,  and  the 
garden,  bazar  and  other  grounds  adjoining  it,  and  should  keep  the 
Syedpore  estate  in  its  own  hands,  paying  periodically  to  the  committee 
three-ninths  of  the  income  for  the  expenses  of  the  I'eligious  observances 
for  the  Prophet  and  his  descendants,  for  the  other  appointed  festivals 
and  for  the  repairs  of  the  Imamltara  and  the  burying  ground,  one- 
ninth  for  the  use  of  the  agent  or  superintendent,  and  so  much  of 
the  four-ninths  as  may  properly  be  devoted  to  the  payment  of 
establishments    connected    with    the    Imambara. 

2.  In  Government  letter  No.  1117,  dated  21st  March  1865,  to 
the  address  of  the  Board  of  Revenue,  a  sum  of  Rs.  707-10-8  per 
mensem  is  sanctioned  for  "  the  expenses  proper  to  the  Hooghly 
Imambara."  In  order  to  see  whether  such  expenditure  at  present 
exceeds  or  falls  short  of  the  amount  of  Rs.  707-10-8,  I  have  requested 
the  Mutwalli  to  send  a  list  of  the  establishments  employed  at  present 
and   paid    from    the    four-ninths  share. 

3.  It  appears  that,  under  orders  contained  in  the  Commissioner 
of  the  18th  Division's  letter  No.  25  of  7th  June  1838,  the  kharij- 
towleut  property  was  placed  as  a  temporary  measure  under  the 
management  of  the  Mutwalli  ;  I  beg  to  enquire  whether  this  property 
is  to  be  made  over  to  the  committee,  or  to  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the   Mutwalli. 

4.  I  append  lists  of  property  which  I  desired  to  be  furnished  me 
by  the  Mutwalli  when  he  took  charge  recently  from  Sj-ed  Keramat 
Ali. 


List   of    propekty    at   present   belonging   to    the    Hooghly    Imambara, 
and    under   the   management   of    the   mctwalli. 

/  1.  Imambara  in  Hooghly,  with  all  the  buildings  and  out-offices, 
including  the  mosafirkhana,  two  astanahs  in  the  Emam  bazar  and  two 
gardens  on  the  east  of  the  Imambara,  one  of  which  contains  the 
cemetery  of  the  testator,  a  building  on  the  river  side,  and  a  pucca 
house  at  its  entrance,  and  the  other  small  pucca  house  and  a  reservoir 
of   water. 

2.  Imambara    at    Moorally    and     the     lakhiraj     lands     of    Emambarut 
in    zilla    Jessore. 

3.  Premises    No.    75,    with   land    forming   the     south-eastern    part    of 
the    Imambara. 

4.  Premises    No.    87,    with    land    and    bridge. 

5.  Pucca   ghat    and    posts   on    each     side     of     it,     with    land     on     the 
east    of    premises   No.    88. 

6.  Premises    No.    88,    with    land    on     the     east     of    the    new    garden 
and    north    of   the    hat. 

7.  Premises    No.    89,    or    hat     with    land     between    the    two    gardens 
mentioned   in   item   1. 


494 


8.  Premises  No.  25,  with  land  to  the  south  of  the  garden  con- 
taining the   cemetery   of   the    testator. 

f).  Premises  No.  39,  with  Lind  opposite  the  new  garden  on  the 
road    side. 

10.  Premises    No.    42.   with   Lind    to   the    (?)    of   the   mosafirkhana. 

11.  Premises    No.    78.   with  land  west  of  the  mosafirkhana  compound. 

12.  A    piece    of   land    on    the    west    of   item    3. 

13.  Four  cottahs  of  land  in  Gola  ghkt,  opposite  the  astanah  of 
Emam,   near   the   ferry   ghat, 

14.  Eight    cottahs    of   land    with    new    posta    near   the    jail. 

15.  Three   cottahs   of   land    on   the   east    of   item    14. 

16.  Above  2|  cottahs  of  laud  bordering  on  the  public  drain,  and 
opposite   item    14,    on    the    other    side    of   the   road. 

17.  About    5 J   cottahs    of   land   on   the   north  of  item  16. 

18.  About    12    cottahs    of   land    on   the    south    of   item   8. 

19.  A  piece  of  land  appertaining  to  the  garden  containing  the 
cemetery    of   the    testator   and  on    the    south    of   it. 

20.  A  piece  of  land  on  the  side  of  the  ferry  ghat,  on  the  north 
and   east    of   item   13. 

21.  A  piece  of  land  on  the  east  of  item  15.  and  on  the  bank 
of   the    river. 

22.  A  piece  of  land  on  the  south  and  west  of  the  astanah  of 
Emam. 

23.  A   piece   of  land    on   the   east,   north   and    west    of   item    18. 

24.  A  piece  of  land  on  the  east  of  item  9  and  on  the  road 
side. 

25.  A    piece    of   land    between    items    9    and    10. 

26.  A  piece  of  land  on  the  south  of  the  mosafirkhana  and  east 
of   the   stable. 

27.  A  piece  of  land  connected  with  the  boundary  wall  on  the 
south-east    of    the    house    to    south    of   the    Burra    Imambara. 

28.  Ferry    in   the    Emam  bazar. 

29.  Two  pucca  houses  and  fifteen  cottahs  of  land  at  Soonatooli, 
in   Hooghly. 

30.  One  pucca  house  known  as  Mahanimadi  Begum's  house,  with 
11    cottahs    of   lakhiraj    land.    Municipal    No.    75. 

31.  Stable  and  coach-house  in  the  front  of  the  Imambara,  with 
nine    cottahs    of  lakhiraj    land.    Municipal    No.    83. 

32.  Four  Ijighas,  12  cottahs  and  11  chittacks  of  land  in  the 
Emam  bazar,    with    a    tank    and    pucca    astanah,    Municipal   No.    55. 

33.  Lakhiraj    laud    in    Kerbala,    Hooghly,    with    a  pucca  eadga. 

34.  Nazir  Jugru's  garden  in  the  north  of  Kerbala,  with  two  tanks 
and   new  pucca    house. 

35.  Jungli    Shah's    garden    in    the    south    of    Kerbala,    with    a    tank. 
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36.  Burra  luianibara  (this  is  a  separate  endowment,  and  included 
in  tlie  endowment  of  Muhaumiad  Mohsin,  by  Syed  Keramat  Ali,  who 
thought  it   was   being  aljused). 

37.  A  pucca  house  with  lakhiraj  hind  on  the  east  of  and  endowed 
to   the    Burra  Imambara,    Municipal    No.    76. 

38.  A  pucca  house  in  the  Emam  bazar  endowed  to  ditto,  Munici- 
pal  No.  56. 

39.  Burial  ground  for  the  Shias  on  the  south  of  the  Burra 
Imambara. 

40.  Burial  ground    for   the    Shias    opposite    the    above. 

41.  A  piece  of  lakhiraj  land  at  Mogulpoora,  in  Hooghly,  in  front 
of   the    Municipal    office. 

42.  Four  bighas  and  16  cottahs  of  land,  with  a  tank  called 
Boorhan  Pookhur.  mouzah  Koolikanda,  Hooghly,  endowed  to  the  Burra 
Imambara    by    a    friend    of   Syed    Keramat    Ali. 

43.  A  pucca  house  on  the  south  of  the  Burra  Imambara,  with  12 
cottahs    of  land   endowed    to  the    Imambara. 


List  of  kharij-towleut  property. 

1.  Twenty-seven  cottahs  of  lakhiraj  land  in  Chinsurah.  This  has 
been  taken  up  by  Government  for  the  erection  of  a  police  line,  but 
the    compensation   not    yet    received. 

2.  Lakhiraj  land  of  Bagh  Beloor,  mouza  Pershadnagar,  zilla  24- 
Perganahs,    on    the    other    side    of  the    river    opposite    the    Imambara. 

3.  Mouza  Tarat,  Kismat  Kiddirpore,  zilla  24-Perganahs,  in  the 
suburbs  of    Calcutta. 

4.  Lakhiraj  lands  of  mouza  Sonadanga,  perganah  Satsahuka,  zilla 
Burdwan. 

5.  Kantagunge,  zilla    Nuddea.  9 

6.  Emamnagar    at    Moorshedabad. 

7.  A  piece  of  land  measuring  4  bighas  and  14  cottahs  iii  Mouza 
Sehakala. 

(Sd.)     A.    Weekes, 

Local   Agent. 


No.    124,    dated    Hooghly,   the   2nd    September    1875. 

From — A.    Weekes,    Esq.,    Local   Agent,    Hooghly, 
To — The    Commissioner    of   the    Burdwan    Division. 

I    HATE    the    honour    to   report    the    following   for   your    orders. 

2.  The  receipts  of  the  ferry  and  of  other  property  belonging  to 
the  Syedpore  trust  estate  in  Hooghly,  and  under  the  management  of 
the  Mutwalli,  used  before'to  be  divided  among  all  the  shares  of  the 
Hooghly    Imambara    fund  ;    but   latterly  the    late    Mutwalli,   Syed    Keramat 
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Ali,  credited  them  wholly  to  th<^  three-ninths  share.  My  predecessors 
objected  to  this,  but  failed  to  induce  the  Mutwalli  to  revert  to  the  old 
practice  of  dividing  the  receipts  amongst  tho  several  shares  They 
therefore    made    a    report    on    the    matter    in    their     No.    18    of    22nd    May 

1874,  addressed  to  you.  In  your  office  No.  l.o7  of  10th  June  1874 
your  i)redccessor  concurro<i  generally  with  their  views,  and  requested 
them  to  again  advise  the  Mutwalli  to  comply  with  their  wishes,  other- 
wise tlie  matter  could  lie  over  until  the  appointment  of  the  committee 
of  management  under  Act  XX  of  1863.  The  correspondence  on  this 
subject  was  continued  still  further,  as  will  appear  from  your  office 
Nos.    596     and     29,     dated     respectively     24th    February    and    29th    April 

1875,  the  final  result  of  which  is  that  the  adjustment  of  the  accounts 
is  to  stand  over  until  the  committee  under  Act  XX  of  1863  enter  on 
their  functions. 

3.  Besides  the  property  belonging  to  the  towleut,  the  Mutwalli 
has  another  property  under  his  management,  called  the  kharij-towleut 
property.  When  making  the  towleut,  the  founder  had  reserved  for  his 
own  subsistence  certain  property  ;  this  property  is  called  kharij-towleut. 
Under  orders  contained  in  the  Commissioner  of  the  18th  Division's 
letter  No.  25  of  7th  June  it  has,  as  a  temporary  measure,  been  placed 
under  the  management  of  the  Mutwalli,  who  has  to  render  no  account 
of   it    to   anyone    although    he    is    ordered    to    keep    one. 

4.  In  the  list  of  the  property  received  charge  of  Ijy  him,  which 
he  submitted  to  this  office  at  my  request,  the  new  jMutwalli  showed 
the  ferry  with  the  kharij-towleut  property.  As  a  matter  of  course  I 
objected  to  this,  and  more  than  once  told  the  Mutwalli  that  the  ferry, 
which  had  from  time  immemorial  been  a  waqf  property,  should  not  be 
made  a  kharij-towleut  one,  and  that  he  should  reckon  the  ferry  a 
waqf  property  as  it  had  hithei'to  been  ;  but  the  Mutwalli  seems  deter- 
mined   not    to   listen    to   me. 

5.  One  Abdul  Wahed,  who  was  treasurer  in  the  Hooghlj'  Imam- 
bara,  embezzled  more  than  Rs.  17,000  from  the  Imambara  treasury, 
and  a  report  of  it  was  made  to  j'our  office  in  this  office  No  91,  dated 
15th  March  1869.  The  amount  of  Rs.  13,279-6  was  written-off  the 
waqf  accounts  under  sanction  conveyed  in  your  office  No.  224,  dated 
the  9th  January  1873,  the  remaining  sum  being  on  account  of  kharij- 
towleut  and  deposit.  The  late  Mutwalli  on  his  own  responsil)ility 
instituted  a  civil  suit  against  Abdul  Wahed  and  got  a  decree.  In 
the  execution  of  the  decree  he  caused  the  property  of  Abdul  Wahed 
to  be  sold,  and  himself  purchased  it  with  the  money  deci-eed.  This 
property  also  the  new  Mutwalli  classed  as  khai'ii-towleut.  I  told  him 
that  inasmuch  as  the  waqf  had  suffered  the  loss,  the  waqf  is  entitled 
to  have  the  property  which  has  been  purchased  with  the  money  decreed. 
But  the  Mutwalli  objects  to  this,  saying  that  the  kharij-towleut  had 
suffered  loss,  and  it  paid  part  of  the  costs  of  the  suit,  and  therefore 
the  kharij-towleut  should  get  it.  Under  orders  conveyed  in  your  office 
No.  27  of  28th  May  1870  the  whole  of  the  costs  should  have  been 
charged    to   the    old    Mutwalli's    own    purse,    and    he    was    wrong,  I    think, 
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in    charging;    a    parr    of    them    to   the     kharij-towleut.     I      think    also    that 
the    waqf    has    a    chiiin  to    the    property    in    preference    to    others. 

6.     Therefore    I    solicit    your    orders    on    these    matters. 


No.   135. 


HOOGHLY, 

The  26th  October  1875. 

From — A.   Weekes,  Esq.,   Local  Agent,  Hooghly, 
To — The  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan  Division. 

With  refei-ence  to  your  No.  168  of  the  23rd  instant,  I  have  the 
honour  to  submit  herewith  an  English  translation  of  the  list  of  the 
establishments  and  persons  paid  from  tlie  four-ninths  share  of  Syedpur 
trust  estate,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  No.  25,  dated  7th  June 
1838,    from    the    Commissioner    of  the    18th    Division. 

2.  With  regard  to  paragraph  2  of  your  letter,  I  beg  to  report  that 
I  have  not  been  in  communication  with  the  members  of  the  committee, 
as  it  is  not  yet  decided  what  portion  of  land,  or  the  other  property 
belonging  to  the  trust  is  to  be  made  over,  on  which  subject  a  letter 
No.    116,  dated    16th    August    1875,    has    been    addressed    to   your    office. 


No.  25.  Burdwan,    the   7th  June   1838. 

From — W.  Dampier,  Esq.,   Commissioner  of  Jessore, 
To — The  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
1st    instant,    and    to   reply    as    follows. 

2.  Muhammad  Hosseiu  will  remain  in  undisturbed  possession  of 
the  estates,  Malouncha  and  Kantagunge,  being  responsible  for  whatever 
may    be    the    Government    revenue    assessed    on    them. 

3.  It  appears  to  me  probable  that  the  sum  of  Rs.  477,  which 
you  state  is  paid  in  annually  by  that  person  on  account  of  Kanta- 
gunge, was,  during  the  life-time  of  the  late  founder  of  the  Lnambara? 
appropriated    for    his    personal    expenses,  and    at    his    death,    and    after  the 
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relinquishment  by  the  Government  of  the  right  to  escheat,  should  not 
have  been  continued.  You  will  be  pleased  to  report  if  this  is  the 
case    or    not. 

I.  With  regard  to  the  olher  properties,  they  will  remain  under 
the  management  at  present  of  the  Mutvvalli,  who  will  have  to  pay  the 
Government  revenue  and  kee])  all  acccounts  of  their  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements quite  distinct  and  separate  from  those  of  the  lands  appro- 
priated for  the  sujiport  of  the  Imambara.  He  will  not  be  subject  to 
your  control  in  the  inanagement  of  these  proparties,  Init  be  as  an 
independent    malguzar. 

5.  I  shall  feel  obliged  by  your  furnishing  me  with  a  full  report 
on  all  the  circumstances  i-egarding  the  deposit  of  so  large  a  sum  as 
Rs.  18.914-9-6  in  the  Civil  Court,  transmitting  with  it  copies  of  all 
correspondence    and    native   papers    connected    with    that    transaction. 


Establishments,  etc.,  paid  from  the  four-ninths  share,  as  per  the 
Mutwalli's  list. 

Montlily  Total  ainount 

expenditure.  sanctionej. 

Rs-  A.   p.       Rs.  A.  p. 
Pexsioxers. 

Haji   Mir    Muhammad   Ali     ...  ...     21     .5     4 

Ramzani      Begum,      grand-daughter       of 

Shakir   Ali    Khan  ...  ...     10  10     S 

Ramzani    Begum,     wife     of      Fazel     Ali 

Khan  ...  ...  ...  ...       2     o     4 

Mnhammadi    Bibi,   sister  of    Mir    Hiugu 

Jan    ...  ...  ...  ...      2    .'>    4 

Ramgopal  Dey,  late  writer  of  the  Imam- 

baru    Hospital      ...  ...  ...     lo     .">     i 

r>0     ('     0 


DUFTURKHANA. 

Gliuhim    Liilahi,    sheristadar 

Mirza   Agha    Ali,    peshkar 

Sona-ulla,    treasurer 

Muhamad  Ali,  head-muharir 

Syed   Muzaffai-   Ali,        ditto  ... 

Lotfulla,  Muharir  ... 

Mirza    Khorrum    Ali,    niohafez 

Mirza   Muhammed   Usi,   muharir 

Hasun   Reza,    muharir 

Ainuddin    Ahmed,    English    writer 

Rajibuddin    Ahmed,    mukhtear 

Abdul    Guffor.   duftrv 


40 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

»i 

II 

0 

30 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

170     0     0 
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MUKARARI    KHIDMATS. 

Syed    Hussaiu,   daroj^iili 

Mirza   Zahur  All.    iiaib  darogah 

Mir   Haidar   Hosseiii,   clock-winder 

(tauliar,  khitmutgar 

Kadir  Buksh,      ditto 


Ramzan, 

Diljau, 

Babu, 

Edu. 

Supan, 

Buksliu, 

Moan. 


fa rash 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
.    do. 


i  wa  ter-d  rawer) 


Euliim  Buksh,  do. 
Fakircliand.  do. 
Panchcowri,  do. 
Gopal,  do. 

Parwardi,  do. 

Metliu,  do. 

Zorawar,  do. 

Dedar  Buksh,  do. 
Waris  Buksh,  do. 
Bashir,  bhistee  ... 
Soiulul,  mehtar  ... 
Gopi,  ditto    ... 


B ABURCHIKHANA . 
Raquibuddiu  Ahmad,  darogah 
Mirza  Ali  Mardan,  naib  darogah 
Piru  Klillapha,      babarchi 
Khadem,  ditto 

Kaeni  (mate"),  ditto 

Azimuddin  (mate),    ditto 
Karim  Buksh,  ditto 

Kahamatulla  ditto 


Guards. 


Mir  Hingu,  jemadar 
Ghulam  Jelani,   duffadar 
Ghulam  Asghur,  chaprassi 


Bukshu, 

ditto 

Kucliil, 

ditto 

All  Buksh, 

ditto 

Rahamatullah, 

ditto 

Harroo, 

ditto 

Laljan, 

ditto 

Gomani  (jr.). 

ditto 

Ghulam  Sufdar, 

ditto 

Gobu  Sufdar, 

ditto 

.Mi.ntli 
expend! 

.V 
ure. 

Total  amount 
sanctioned. 

Rs.  A. 

P. 

Rs.  A.  p. 

lr>     0 

0 

1(»     (I 

0 

15     0 

0 

5     8 

0 

4     4 

0 

4     8 

0 

4     0 

0 

4     0 

0 

4     0 

0 

4     0 

0 

4     0 

0 

4     0 

0 

4     0 

0 

5     8 

0 

4     8 

0 

4     8 

0 

4     8 

0 

4     8 

0 

4     8 

0 

4     8 

0 

4     8 

0 

4     0 

0 

4     0 

0 

4    0 

0 

15  0  0 

10  0  0 

7  0  0 

5  0  0 

3  12  0 

3  4  0 

3  4  0 

3  0  0 


...      8 

0    0 

...      6 

0    0 

...      4 

0     0 

...       4 

0    0 

...       4 

0    0 

...       4 

0    0 

...       4 

0    0 

...       4 

0    0 

...       4 

0    0 

...       4 

0    0 

...       4 

0    0 

...       4 

0    0 

131     4    0 
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Mir  Bhuttan,       ( 

:ibapra.si 

Enaetulhih, 

ditto 

Pir  Khau, 

ditto 

Jhingu, 

ditto 

Hossaini, 

ditto 

Methu, 

ditto 

Sahebjan, 

ditto 

Ghulab, 

ditto 

Ebad  Khan, 

ditto 

Romzan  (sr.), 

ditto 

Ditto     (jr.), 

ditto 

Fakir  Muhamad, 

ditto 

Rahim  Buksh, 

ditto 

Nasaruddin, 

ditto 

Gardener  s, 

Tinu,  mall* 

Glaulam  Khan,  mali 

Stationery  for  tlie  Imambara  office 

Contingencies 

Unani  Shafakhana. 

Syed  Jo  wad,  hakim 
Mir  Haidar  Hossein,  manager 
Mogul  Jan,  compounder 
Medicine  charges    ... 

Local  Agent's  Office 

Kalikisio  Dutt,  clerk 
Syed  Eradatulla,  munshi 
Dowlut,  chaprasi 
Stationery  contingencies 


Hospital. 

Establishment 

Additional  establishment 

Palanquin  hire  for  Dr.  Thompson 

Midwives,  etc. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Sreenath  Mookerjee 

Moorally  Pirghar    ... 
Mosafirkhana 
Charitable  allowance 


Total 


Wouthly 
cxpeuditure. 

Total  amount 
BaDC'tioaed. 

Rs.  A. 

P. 

Rs. 

A.    P. 

4      0 

0 

i      0 

0 

i      0 

0 

■i    0 

0 

4     U 

0 

4     0 

0 

4     0 

0 

4     0 

0 

4     0 

0 

/ 

4     0 

0 

4     0 

0 

4     0 

0 

4     0 

0 

4     U 

0 

110 

0    0 

4     8 

0 

4     0 

0 

10    0 

0 

5     0 

0 

23 

8    0 

80     0 

0 

10     0 

0 

8     0 

0 

27     0 

0 

125 

0    0 

50    0 

0 

22    0 

0 

6    0 

0 

5    0 

0 

83 

0    0 

286    0 

0 

75    0 

0 

30    0 

0 

29    0 

0 

200    0 

0 

620 

0    0 

100    0 

0 

85    8 

0 

50    0 

0 

235 

8    0 

1,598 

8    0 

The  pay  of  Tinu  is  Bs.  4-8.  but  he  is  paid  Rs.  4. 
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The  Mutwalli  says  that,  besides  the  above,  there  is  a  sanction  of 
Ks.  100  a  year  for  the  futteh  of  the  founder,  a  charge  which  has 
always  been  met  from  the  savings  under  the  head  of  tho  niosafir- 
khana  and  charitable  allowance,  and  also  of  certain  auiounts  for 
municipal  tax  and  law  charges  (which  are  not  fixed).  The  municipal 
tax  for  the  4th  quarter  of  1874-75  amounted  to  Rs.  40-8-6,  and  the 
law  charges  (debiiable  to  the  four-ninths  share)  amounted  in  August 
1875   to   Rs.    7. 

I  should  state  that,  taking  the  average  of  the  last  five  year's 
expenditure,  "  the  expenses  proper  to  the  Hooghly  Imambara  "  are 
only    Rs.    682-2    per    mensem,    including   municipal    tax    and    law    charges. 

(Sd.)  A.   Wkkkes, 

Local  Agent. 
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No.  2969. 

Copy  *     forwarded     to    the     Officiating     Secretary     to     the    Board      of 
Revenue.     Land     Revenue     Department,    for     in- 

«  Letter   No.    627,    datec]     11th  .  .  .  .  i       i  £ 

December  1875,  from  the  Govern-     tormation,    in     continuation     ot     paragraph     1     ot 
mcnt  of  India  to  the  Government     ^y^      Government     Order     No.     701,     dated     the 

of  Bengal,   regarding  the  grant  of  v^^.v^  ,  , 

a<iditional        pension       to       Syed       18th     March     1875. 
Keramat  Ali. 

By   order,   etc., 

(Sd.)  Illegible. 

Government  of  Bengal, 
Revenue  Department, 

Land  Revenue  ; 
The  18th  December  1875. 
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No.    746    A.,  (latod    Foht  William,   the    22nd    l)cC(Mnb(!r    1875. 

From — A.    Mackenzie,     Esq.,    Offg.     Secretary    to     the    Board     of 
Rovonue.    L.    P., 

To — Thi^    Secretary     to      tlie     Governiuent     of     liengal.     Revenue 

I)e}artnient. 

With  reference  to    the    orders    of    Government     marginally    cited,     and 

in    continuation    of     previous      connected    corre- 

dated  -nkd  July  1875  spondence    regarding   the   appointment  ol  a    com- 

Government  order    No.   1971,     mittee      in      the      district      of      Hooghlv     Under 

dated  9tli  August  1875.  ,.v        .       „  n  ,  p      , 

Act  XX  01  1863  tor  the  management  oi  that 
portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Syedpore  trust  Avhich  is  appropriated 
to   religious    uses,     I    am    dir(icr,ed    to    submit    the    following    report. 

2.  The  Commissioner  of  Burdwan,  in  his  letter  No.  518,  dated 
26th  ultimo,  copy  of  which  is  annexed  for  the  information  of  Govern- 
ment, states  that  in  August  last  the  Local  Agent  at  Hooghly  enquired 
what  portion  of  the  land  or  other  property  belonging  to  the  endow- 
ment was  to  be  made  over  to  the  committee,  and  recommended  that  the 
orders  conveyed  in  Government  letter  No.  4036,  dated  30th  October 
1863  (when  the  first  committee  was  formed),  should  be  carried  out. 
These  orders  were  to  the  efljpct  that  "'  the  Board  should  make  over 
to  the  committee  only  the  Imaml)ara  at  Hooghly,  and  the  garden, 
bazar  and  other  grounds  adjoining  it,  and  should  keep  the  Syedpore 
estate  in  its  own  hands,  paying  periodically  to  the  committee  three- 
ninths  of  the  income  for  the  expenses  of  the  religious  observances  for 
the  Prophet  and  his  descendants,  for  the  other  appointed  festivals  and 
for  the  repairs  of  the  Imambara  and  the  burying  ground,  one-ninth 
for  the  use  of  the  Agent  or  Superintendent,  and  so  much  of  four-ninths 
as  might  properly  be  devoted  to  the  payment  of  establishments  con- 
nected with  the  Imambara."  The  lists  of  establishments  and  pen- 
sioners on  the  four-ninths  share  was  to  be  revised,  and  a  sum  equi- 
valent to  the  charges  that  belong  to  the  Imambara  was  to  be  paid 
annually  to  the  committee,  purely  charitable  and  secular  establishments 
remaining   under   the    Local    Agents. 

3.  There  can,  the  Member  in  charge  considers,  be  no  doubt  that 
this  would  be  the  proper  course  to  follow  now.  It  was  never,  he 
believes,  the  intention  of  Government,  as  is  indeed  pointed  out  in 
paragraphs  12  to  14  of  the  Commissioner's  letter  above  quoted,  to 
make  over  any  of  the  Sj^edpore  estate  to  the  commiltee.  The  Govern- 
ment will  retain  that  in  its  own  hands,  and  make  over  only  so  much 
of  the  proceeds  as  may  be  determined  upon.  Mr.  Schalch  would, 
therefore,  recommend  that  the  orders  passed  by  Government  in  1863 
should    now    be    carried  into    effect. 

4.  The  next  question  is  as  to  the  amount  to  be  made  over  to 
the     committee    annually     for    establishments    from    the    foui'-ninths  share. 
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The    sum   fixed    by     Government    in    order    No.    1117.    dated     21st     March 
1865,  was    Rs.    707-10-8    per    mensem. 

5.  A  i'resh  detailed  statenumt  ol:  tin;  estal>lisliments  chargeable  to 
the  i'our-iiintbs  siiare,  relio-ious  and  secular,  was  suimiitted  to  (iovern- 
ment  witii  Board's  endorsement  No.  177  A.,  dated  2!)th  March  1875. 
The  establishments  thei'ein  shown  for  tlie  Imambara  othce.  Mukararj 
Khidmat^,  Baburchikhana,  Guards,  Moorally  Pirghar,  down  to  "'  futteh 
of  the  founder,"  costing  In  all  Rs.  757-2-6  per  mensem,  represent  the 
religious    establishments,    while    the    rest    are    secular    charges,    agrregating 

Rs.    915-8-0     monthly.       With     Mr.     Buckland's 

"Copy  sul>niitted   lierewitli  witli       i    .i.  xt  rr-i     *      i    j.     i      i  i^i       •       ^       j.       i_ 

a  copy  of  tl.e  enclosures.  letter    N o.    5m,       dated    Utli    mstant,    however, 

there  is  a  fiesh  list  ;  of  establishments  as 
given  by  the  new  Mutwalli,  on  which  Mr.  Weekes,  the  Local  Agent, 
remarks  that  the  average  charges  proper  to  the  Imambara  have 
avei'aged    only    Rs.    682-2   per    mensem. 

6.  Mr.  vSchalch  would  propose  that  the  pensions.  Local  Agent's 
office,  Unani  Shafakhana,  and  Hospital  charges  should  be  deemed 
secular,  and  kept  under  the  control  of  the  Local  Agents,  while  the 
charges  previously  named  above  should  ])e  put  under  the  management  o£ 
the  committee,  Avith  whom  the  Local  Agents  should  settle  a  fixed  sum  not' 
exceeding  Rs.  750  per  mensem,  to  be  paid  on  account  of  such  Imam- 
bara charges  ;  or,  to  avoid  inconvenience  and  trouble,  which  is  likely 
to  arise  in  settling  small  details,  the  Member  in  charge  would  recom- 
mend, as  the  best  arrangement  that  can  be  made,  that  Rs.  750  (which 
is  not  much  more  than  the  amount  Rs.  707-10-8,  authorized  in  1865) 
should  actually  be  the  sum  now  to  be  allowed  for  establishments  of 
the    Imambara. 

7.  The  next  point  referred  is  a  more  important  one.  Orders  are 
solicited  as  to  certain  "  kharij-towleut  "  estates  whicli  are,  it  seems^ 
in  the  Mutwalli's  hand,  and  the  accounts  of  which  the  late  Mutwalli 
mixed  up  with  those  of  the  waqf  in  his  charge.  The  Board  has 
experienced  some  difficulty  in  tracing  these  estates.  The  accompanying 
copies  of  papers  selected  from  the  correspondence  from  1815 — 1838  afford 
all    the    information    ou    the    subject   necessary    for    the    present    inquiry. 

8.  It  seems  that  Hadjee  Mohsin,  the  founder,  when  making  over 
the  bulk  of  his  property  in  trust,  reserved  some  estates  for  his  own 
maintenance,  which  were  not  entered  in  the  towleutnama.  After  the 
Hadjee's  death  some  of  these  estates  were  found  to  be  in  the  posses- 
sion of  outsiders  under  forged  pottahs,  or  alleged  verbal  assignments, 
and  others  were  discovered  in  the  hands  of  the  then  Mutwalli.  In 
1815  it  was  discussed  whether  they  should  not  be  considered  escheats 
to  Government,  but  it  was  decided  that  as  those  in  the  hands  of  out- 
siders paid  revenue  to  Government,  they  should  not  be  touched  ;. 
while  as  regards  those  in  the  possession  of  the  Mutwalli  it  was  ruled 
that  as  they  not  only  paid  i-evenue,  bui.  had  their  profits  probably 
included  in  the  general  funds  of  the  Imambara,  and  so  would  come 
under   the   control    of    Government,     they   also     should     be     left     as     they 
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yrevv.  In  1S;56 — 'M,  however,  the  (luestion  again  cann;  up.  The  kharij- 
towhMit  estates  in  tlie  Miitwalli's  hands  were  found  to  be  sucli  a  drain 
on  the  waqf  funds  and  to  give  rise  to  so  raanj'^  hiwsuits,  that  the 
Local  Agents  i)roposed  to  sell  them  out  of  hand,  while  the  Commis- 
sioner proposed  to  utilize  them  by  imjjroved  management  for  secular  uses. 
In  their  letter,  dated  15th  Maj'^  1.S88.  the  Board  however  decided  that 
it  was  entirely  a  mistake  to  mix  up  the  kharij-towleut  accounts  with 
those  of  the  waqf.  and  tjje  Local  Agents  were  ordered  to  discharge 
them  altogether  from  the  accounts  oi'  the  endowment.  These  orders 
were  repeated  in  July  1838,  when  it  was  ruled  that  the  ]\Iutwalli 
should  pay  the  Government  revenue  and  keep  all  the  accounts  of 
receipts  and  payments  distinct  from  the  waqf,  not  being  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  Local  Agents,  but  acting  as  "  an  independent  malguzar." 
Since  that  time  tlie  ^lutwalli  pro  fern,  appears  to  have  held  these 
estates  as  a  sort  of  private  proyjevty  in  addition  to  his  one-ninth 
share. 

y.  Ml*.  Weeks,  the  Local  Agent,  also  inquires  if  an  estate  recently 
purchased  by  the  late  Mutwalli  is  to  be  considered  waqf  or  kharij- 
towleut.  The  Mutwalli  bought  this,  it  appears,  from  money  decreed  in 
a  suit  instituted  by  him  against  the  Imambai'a  treasurer,  Avho  had 
emliezzled  money  belonging  botli  to  the  Iinamljara  and  the  kharij- 
towleut  account  ;  but  he  added  the  property  bought  with  the  money  so 
decreed    to   the    kharij-towleut    estates. 

10.  The  points  now  to  be  determined  are,  what  it  is  to  be  done 
with  the  kharij-towleut  property?  Is  Government  to  take  it  under 
its  Local  Agents  ?  or  are  the  committee  to  control  it  ?  or  is  the  new 
Mutwalli  to  manage  it  independentlj'.  It  seems  to  ^Ir.  Schalch  that  the 
orders  of  18?)8.  placing  these  properties  entirely  under  the  Mutwalli, 
were  passed  without  reference  to  the  fact  that  (Government  in  1836 
had,  under  the  decree  of  the  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawlut,  stepped  itself 
definitely  into  the  position  of  the  Mutwalli,  and  that  the  so-called 
Mutwalli  was  only  a  Government  Agent  ;  it  was,  however,  then  deter- 
mined that,  as  regards  these  estates,  the  Mutwalli  should  be  an  inde- 
pendent   malguzar. 

11.  Now  there  is  a  new  Mutwalli,  a  man  appointed  under  the 
orders  of  Government,  between  whom  and  the  former  Mutwalli  there  is, 
it  might  be  ai-gued,  no  such  privity  or  connection  as  to  entitle  him  to 
succeed  as  malguzar.  It  might  be  open  to  Government  to  step  in  at 
this  succession  and  claim  the  property  as  itself  the  Mutwalli  or  an 
escheat    to    Government. 

12.  On  the  other  hand,  it  might  be  held  that  these  lands  had 
become  an  appanage  of  the  shrine  and  vested  in  the  religious  manager 
of  that  institution  for  the  time  being ;  and  this  is  the  view  which, 
mainly  on  grounds  of  poilicy,  the  Member  in  charge  is  inclined  to  take. 
})Ut  Mr.  Schalch  would  certainly  liave  these  lands  placed  under  the 
control  of  the  committee,  who  should  be  responsible  for  seeing  that  their 
accounts    are    kept    separate    from    those     of     the    original     waqf,     though 
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their   profits    may    l»t'    drawn    by    the     MiitwalH    in    addition    to    the    one- 
ninth    share. 

13.  The  Menilxn-  in  charge  woull  not  now  raise  any  question  ahout 
the  small  estate  added  by  tlie  late  Mutwalli  to  the  kharij-towleut  property. 
But  it  seems  from  paragraph  5  of  the  ('ommissioner's  report,  alluded 
to  in  paragraph  2  of  this  letter,  that  the  Mutwalli  has  been  appro- 
priating as  kharij-towleut  the  proceeds  of  a  ferry  belonging  to  the 
Syedpore  estate.  This  Mr.  Schalch  considers  should  be  put  a  stop  to. 
The  Syedpore  propei-ty  must  (with  the  exception  of  the  Imambara  and 
its  grounds)  remain  intact  under  the  control  of  the  Local  Agents,  and 
Mr.  Schalch  thinks  that  Government  should  express  dissatisfaction  at 
the  attitude  taken  up  by  the  new  Mutwalli  towards  the  Local  Agents, 
as    reported   in   the    correspondence    submitted. 

14.  In  conclusion,  I  am  to  add  that  when  the  orders  of  Govern- 
ment in  this  matter  are  known,  no  delay  need  take  place  in  making 
over  formal  charge    to   the    committee. 


Extracts  from  old  correspondence  regarding  Kharij-Toicleut  Estates. 

Xo.  36,  dated  Alipore,   the    2ud    February   1838. 

From — D.  Prixgle,  Esq.,    Oflfg.    Commissionei-,   Jessore, 
To — The  Offg.  Secretary  to  the  Sudder  Board  of   Revenue.  Lower 
Provinces. 

In  answer  to  the  Board's  repeated  call  for  further  infoi'mation  relative 
to  certain  kharij-towleut  estates  attached  to  the  Hooghly  Lnambara, 
I  have  now  the  honour  to  submit  the  supplementary  report  of  the  Local 
Agents  as  furnished  on  the  26th  December  last,  with  its  enclosure  in 
original. 

2.  The  merits  of  these  cases  having  been  already  fully  considered 
by  the  Board,  and  not  perceiving  on  consideration  of  the  papers  that  I 
can  throw  further  light  on  the  same,  I  content  myself  with  simply  direct- 
ing attention  to  the  supplementary  report  now  submitted  by  the  Local 
Agents  that  the  Board,  in  consultation  with  their  legal  adviser,  maj-  pass 
such  orders  as  to  prosecuting  these  suits  as  they  may  deem    called    for. 

P.  S. — I  request  that  the  original  papers  may  be  returned  when  no 
longer  required. 


No.  129.  dated  Hooghly,  the  26th  December  1837. 

From — W.  H.  Belli,  E.    A.   Samuells  and    Thos.    S.    Wise.  Esqrs., 

Local  Agents, 
To — The  Commissioner  of    Revenue  for  the   18th   Division,  Alipore. 

Wk  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  predeces- 
sor's letter  No.  1640,  under  date  the  23rd  of  September  last,  with  its 
enclosure,  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue,  and  beg  in  reply  to  offer 
the  following  remarks. 


508 


2.  Tlie  Board  havint>-  directed  that  the  institution  of  any  suit  i'or 
the  recovery  o£  Malouncha  and  Kantagunge  should  ho  contingent  upon 
the  fact  of  these  estates  heing  included  in  the  towleutnama,  and  this 
as  the  Board  infer  from  their  designation  not  being  the  case,  it 
becomes  of  course  necessary  for  us  to  adduce  any  further  arguments 
in  support  of  the  view  which  we  had  formed  of  the  probable  issue  of 
such  a  suit  if  prefered  in  explanation  of  the  cause  of  these  estates, 
though  forming  no  part  of  the  endowment,  still  remaining  under  charge  of 
the  Local  Agents,  we  beg  to  forward  extracts  from  various  letters  of 
the  Local  Agents,  the  Board  and  the  Government  upon  this  subject. 
From  those,  the  Board  will  observe  that  the  question  of  separation, 
though    often    mooted,    has    never    been    definitively  settled. 

8.  Wirli  reference  to  the  sixth  paragraph  of  the  Board's  letter 
enclosed  with  yours  under  reply,  and  the  discrepancy  therein  alluded 
to,  we  beg  to  state  that  Mr.  Belli  is  perfectly  correct  in  his  assertion 
of  an  appeal  having  been  preferred  by  the  Mutwalli  in  the  case  of 
Kantagunge  from  the  decision  of  the  zilla  court,  and  dismissed  in  the 
court  of  appeal  on  the  25th  Ma\'  1831.  The  fact  had  escaped  us  in 
our  inquiry  into  the  proceedings  which  have  takeri  place  with  regard 
to  this  estate.  We  now  beg  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  court's  decision 
in  this  case,  from  which  the  Board  will  observe  that  Mr.  Martin,  in 
dismissing  the  suit,  insisted  principally  on  the  fact  of  the  Mutwalli 
being  unauthorized  by  the  Local  Agents  or  the  Board  to  make  the  appeal, 
and  on  the  circumstance  of  the  mehal  of  Kantagunge  forming  no  part 
of  the  endowment,  and  being  consequently  without  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Mutwalli.  The  arguments  upon  the  merits  of  the  case  appear  to  be 
merelj'  a  repetition  of  those  urged  l)y  the  Zilla  Judge  in  his  final 
proceeding. 


Enclosures  to  thk  abovk  1  to  8. 

(1)  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Local  Agents  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Revenue,  14th  or  Moorshidabad  Division,  dated  the  7th  July  1836. 
Paka.  29.  The  statement  which  we  have  marked  F  will  make  you 
acquainted  with  the  present  condition  of  tlie  kharij-towleut  estates  and 
the  large  annual  loss  which  they  inflict  upon  the  trust  estate  under 
the  present  management.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  revenues  of 
several  of  these  estates,  but  more  particularly  those  of  Kidderpore, 
might  be  very  considerably  improved,  and  their  expenses  greatly  dimin- 
ished under  a  more  judicious  system.  No  arrangement,  however,  could, 
we  apprehend,  be  introduced  by  which  they  could  become  really 
valuable  additions  to  the  possessions  of  the  Imambara  ;  and  when  we 
reflect  upon  the  constant  drain  which  takes  place  on  the  funds  of  the 
institution  on  their  account,  the  numerous  lawsuits  to  which  they 
give  rise,  and  the  great  additional  trouble  which  they  occasion,  we  confess 
that  we  conceive  it  better  to  strike  at  the  root  of  the  evil  and  to 
put  up  the  estates  for  sale  at  once,  than  to  attempt  schemes  of 
amelioration,  the  success  of  which  is,  to  say  the  least,  extremely  problem- 
atical,    while    the     attention     which,     we    must    necessarily  give    to    them 
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will  be  a  serioua  drain  upon  our  time.  This  is  the  course  which  the 
Nawab  Akbar  Ali  Khan  himself  acknowledged  to  be,  in  his  opinion,  the 
most  advisal)le,  and  it  is  one  the  adoption  of  which  we  beg  earnestly 
and    strongly    to   recommend. 


(2)  Extract    of  a    letter    from    the    Commissioner  of  the    14th     Division    to 
the    Sadar    Board    of    Revenue,    dated    the    18th    July    1836. 

Paka.  31.  The  kharij-towleut  estates  would,  under  the  "  manage- 
ment" of  the  late  Mutwalli.  appear  to  have  entailed  a  large  annual  loss 
upon  the  trust  estates.  After  instituting  a  searching  sci-utiny  into  the 
actual  assets  of  these  several  estates,  such  of  them  as  might  be  found 
to  be  really  small  in  extent  and  trifling  in  annual  value  compared  with 
costs  of  management  might  be  disposed  of  by  public  sale.  The  garden 
called  Mooraly,  for  instance,  might  be  thus  sold  at  once.  It  appears  to 
have  been  kept  up  merely  as  a  plea  for  the  abstraction  of  funds  from 
the    trust    estates. 

32.  That  it  would  be  advisable,  however,  to  dispose  of  the  more 
valuable  estates,  I  by  no  means  concur,  as  under  proper  management 
they  would  assuredly  augment  considerably  the  means  of  Government 
for  purposes  of  public  utility,  and  being  quite  unconnected  with  any 
endowment  or  other  religious  or  secular  appropriation,  their  assets  are 
applicable  to  any  public  purpose,  in  any  part  of  Bengal,  at  the  entire 
discretion    of   the    estate.   . 

33.  The  Kidderpore  property,  for  instance,  must,  from  its  proximity 
to  Calcutta,  Garden  Reach  and  Alipore,  be  exceedingly  valuable.  I 
would  recommend  that  the  Presidency  Executive  officer  be  forthwith 
ordered  to  make  a  ground-plan  of  the  same,  and  that  some  experienced 
officer  be  ordered  to  investigate  thoroughly  the  titles  of  the  present 
occupants  and  grant  new  leases  on  payment  of  fines,  or  make  such 
other  arrangement  for  the  future  revenue  management  as  the  Board 
may  be  pleased  to  direct.  ,  The  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  cannot  superintend 
it.  The  authorities  in  the  24-Perganahs  miglit  take  it  in  charge. 
After  this  estate  has  been  properly  resumed,  it  might  either  continue  to 
be  held  khas  or  to  be  sold  in  lots  or  entire,  should  the  Government  think 
fit,  and  the  proceeds  be  applied  to  the  institution  of  other  colleges,  or 
the  formation  of  canals  er  rail-roads,  or  other  great  national  purposes. 
The  Hooghly  institution  has  from  its  own  trust  estates  funds  suffi- 
cient to  meet  all  demands.  Lot  other  parts  of  'the  country  benefit, 
then,  from  the  estates  that  do  not  belong  to  it,  and  of  which  it  does 
not    stand    in    need. 


(3)  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Sadar  Board  of 
Revenue  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  14th  Division,  dated  the  7th 
September    1836. 

Para.  19.  With  respect  to  the  garden  called  Moorally,  the 
Board  are  agreed  that  it  will  be  proper  to  take  a  futwa  from  the 
law  officers  of  the  Madrissa,  in  order  to  decide  whether  the  estab- 
lishment  attached    to     it    may    be    discontinued,    as    recommended  by     you 
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and  tht!  Local  Agents.  The  kliarij-towleut  estates,  which  are  situated 
in  the  24-Pergaiiahs,  may,  they  direct  ine  to  oljserve,  be  made  over 
to  the  Agents  of  that  division,  who  after  being  furnished  with  extracts 
from  your  report  and  that  of  the  Hooghly  Local  Agents,  must  be 
required  to  submit  whatever  prop')sition  they  may  have  to  offer 
regarding   tiie    disposal    of    them. 

20.     The      order      contained     in      the     last    clause    of    the      preceding 
„       .   .      .  ,  .,„  paragrajih     is     also    applicable     to    the      Kidder- 

t>oinmi88ioner  h  parasiapli  oo. 

pore    property. 


(4)  Exti'act  of  a  letter  from  the  .Junior  Secretary  to  the  Sudder  Board 
of  Revenue  to  the  Commissioner  for  the  20th  or  Burdwan 
Division,  dated    the    3rd    November    1829. 

Para.    6.     I    am    directed    to   subjoin,    for    your    information,     extracts 

Property   not  included  in     tiie     ^^'o™    ^^^    Correspondence    with     Government     in 

towleufcnama.  j^p    y^^y    1315    q,^     the    subiect     of   the      lands 

Board  to  Government,  paragiaplis 

6,  7  and  8,  4th  August  1815.  excluded    from    the    bequest    of    Hajee    Mahomed 

GovKrnuient  to    Board    paratfranli       iir    i      •  i.         j.i  -j^i  •    •       i  .      n 

7, 6th  September.  Mohsui.    tiigether    With    an    original     report    from 

Board  to  Gov-erument,  parasraplis     jhe  Acting  Collector   of  the  24-Perganahs.    dated 

4  and  5.  10th  >(oveniher.  ° 

Government  to    Hoard,  paragraph      the     15th     of     AugUSt     1816.       Oil       the       clailllS       of 

' "      "       '      ■                           the     Mutwalli     to     certain     villages  dependent 

on    Kidderpore    which,    he    alleged,    had    been    fraudulently    and  colbisively 

alienated    from     the    Hajee's     family,     and     the     orders    of    the  Board    of 
Revenue    in    reply,    dated    the    27th    of    the    same    month. 

7.  From  these  papers  it  appears  that  it  was  considered  at  that 
time  inexpedient  to  disturb  the  parties  in  possession,  or  to  agitate 
the 'subject    of   supposed    frauds    any    further. 


(.5)  Extract    of  a  letter  from    the    Board    of   Revenue    to    the     Governor- 
General    in    Council,    dated    the    4th    August    1815. 

Para.  6.  The  other  point  on  which  we  have  to  solicit  the 
instructions  of  your  Hon'ble  Board  is  the  estates  not  included  in  the 
to^leutnama. 

7.  The  estates,  it  seems;  are  now  held  by  Baker  Ali,  on  the 
ground  of  a  pretended  verbal  disposal  of  the  property  made  by  Hajee 
Mohsin  in  his  father's  favour  ;  but  as  the  written  deed  on  which  he 
and  his  father  first  grounded  their  claim  to  the  property  has  been 
pronounced  in  a  court  of  justice  to  be  a  forscery,  this  nuncupative 
disposal  of  the  property  does  not  (as  very  justly  observed  by  the 
Local  Agents)  api^ear  entitled  to  much  credit  ;  and  as  the  Hajee  died 
without  heirs,  the  property  may  be  considered  as  escheat  to 
Government. 

8.  We  concur  entirely  in  the  foregoing  opinion,  but  as  we  ap- 
prehend most  of  the  estates  pay  revenue  to  Government,  and  probably  are 
of  inconsiderable  value,  Govei-nment  possibly  may  be  disposed  to  waive 
their   claim   to   the    proprietary    right,    and    allow    the    present    occupant    to 
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retain  possession  on  his  agreeing  to  an  equitable  jama  on  reassessment, 
althougli  he  lias  in  fact  little  claim  to  such  work  of  indulgence,  as 
he  seems  still  to  consider  himself  entitled  to  ihe  property  under  the 
forged  deed  before  alluded  to,  in  which  it  is  not  improbable  ht^  had 
some  share.  On  this  point,  however,  we  solicit  the  instructions  of 
your  Hon'ble  Board  ;  in  the  meantime  wo  shall  instruct  the  several 
Collectors  in  whose  districts  the  estates  are  situated  to  furnish  us 
with  every  necessary  information  respecting  them,  and  shall  report  the 
result     to   your    Hou'l)le  Board    as     i^arly    as    possible. 


(6)  Extract    of  a    letter    from   Government    to   the    Board     of    Revenue, 
dated    6th   September    181.5. 

Paha.  7.  The  Vice-President  in  Council  considers  it  to  be 
necessary  to  issue  any  orders  on  the  subject  stated  in  the  seventh  para- 
graph of  your  letter,  until  he  shall  be  furnished  with  the  requisite 
details  which,  as  noted  in  the  last  paragraph  of  your  letter,  you  pi'opose 
to   submit    to    Government    at    as    early    a    period    as    maj-    be    practicable. 


(7)  Extract    of   a  letter    from    the    Board    of    Revenue     to   the     Gover- 
nor-General  in    Council,    dated    the    10th    November    1815. 

Para    4.       With    reference    to   the    estates     alluded     to    in     the    sixth 

and   seventh  paragraphs  of  our    address 
Collector  of  Nadia,  I5tli  August.  above     quoted,       we        instructed      the 

Ditto      of  Burdwati,  .Slst  .\ugust.  i     /->    11 

Ditto      of  MurshidabaJ,  .5th  September.  several    Collectors     tO       turnish     US      With 

Ditto      of  Jessore,  13th  October.  ii         •    r  j."  j.  11 

Ditto     of  24-Perganahs,  24tli  uiti.no.  ^he    information  necessary    to  enable    us 

to  report  on  the  subject.  This  they 
have  done,  and  horn  these  reports  it  will  be  seen  that  the  estates  are 
inconsiderable,  are  already  assessed  with  a  public  revenue,  and  with  the 
exception  of  one,  are  in  the  possession  of  the  present  Mutwallis.  The 
receipts  from  the  perganahs  of  Khallispore  and  Jugotty  indeed  in  the 
Jessore  district  are  included  in  the  above  sura  of  Rs.  44,652.  Malouncha 
in  Burdwan  is  stated  to  have  been  granted  by  the  late  Hajee  Mohsin 
as  a  dependent  talook  to  a  person  of  the  name  of  Golam  Hussain  and  is 
in  the  possession  of  the  latter,  and  the  profit  arising  from  turuf  Kidder- 
pore  in  the  24-Perganahs  is  stated  to  be  only  Rs.  274  after  pajmient 
of  the  public  revenue.  Of  Immamnagore  in  the  district  of  Murshidabad 
no  satisfactory  trace  has  yet  been  ascertained,  and  the  lands  and 
buildings    in  Hooghly  probably  appertained    to   the  Imambara. 

5.  It  was  before  agitated  whether  these  estates  and  other  lands 
fnot  being  in  the  towleutnama  or  deed  of  trust,  and  Hajee  Mohsin  having 
died  wnthout  heirs)  might  not  be  considered  as  an  escheat  to  Govern- 
ment ;  but  under  the  foregoing  view  your  Excellency  in  Council  may 
perhaps  be  induced  to  waive  this  claim,  and  to  allow  the  occupants  to 
retain  possession  of  them  at  their  present  jama,  especially  as  it  is 
probable  that  the  profits  arising  from  these  sources  (particularly  the 
lands    situated    in    Hooghly)    are    already  included  in  the  general  disburse- 
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ments  of  the  institution,  and  will  i)eGomo  subject  to  the  control  ot  the 
ameen.  In  that  case  the  adoption  oE  any  particular  measures  with 
respect    to    these    lands    will    not    Ik-    necessary. 


(8)  Extract    o£    a  letter    from    the    Government  to  the    Hoard    of    Revenue, 
dated    24th    November    1815. 

Paka.  3.  Under  the  circumstances  stated  in  the  fourth  and  fifth 
paragraphs  of  j-our  letter,  His  Lordship  in  Council  is  pleased  to  sanc- 
tion the  measure  which  you  recommend  with  regard  to  Malouncha  and 
turuf  Kidderpore,  etc.,  which  are  to  be  allowed  to  remain  with  the 
actual    occupants    at    the    present  jama. 


B 

Note  by  Deputy  Superintendent,  Legal  Affairs,  on  the  suits  proposed  to 
be  instituted  by  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  for  the  recovery 
of   the   estates   of   Malouncha   and    Kantagunge. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  in  the  present  stage  of  this  case  to  enter 
into  a  consideration  of  the  probable  i-esult  of  the  suits  which  the 
Local  Agents  propose  to  institute  ;  but  I  may  say  generally  that, 
although  I  have  little  doubt  that  the  documents  under  which  the 
present  occupiers  of  Malouncha  and  Kantagunge  hold  these  estates 
are  forgeries,  and  that  there  was  a  time  when  their  claims  might 
have  been  successfully  resisted,  yet  I  much  fear  that  that  time  is  now 
passed.  Without,  however,  going  into  this  question,  the  first  point 
to  be  decided  is  whether  the  Local  Agents  can,  in  such  capacity, 
maintain  an  action  for  these  estates,  supposing  the  title  of  the 
present  owners  to  be  ever  so  bad.  It  appears  that  neither  Maloun- 
cha nor  Kantagunge  is  included  in  the  towleutnama,  and  they  are 
consequently  no  part  of  the  endowment.  This  fact  seems  to  be  fatal 
to  the  course  originally  suggested,  for  whether  the  Government  be  the 
Mutwalli,  or  whether  it  be  merely  vested  with  the  general  superin- 
tendence of  the  endowment  as  Hakim,  it  can,  in  neither  case,  lay  claim 
to  property  which  forms  no  part  of  the  endowment.  The  only  other 
ground  on  which  the  Local  Agents  could  maintain  an  action  would  be 
that,  as  Hajee  Mohsin  died  without  heirs,  such  of  his  estates  as  were 
not  included  in  the  towleutnama  may  be  considered  an  escheat  to 
Government  ;  but  I  see  that  on  24th  November  1815  the  Governor- 
General  in  Council,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  then  Board  of  Revenue 
consented  co  waive  the  claim  to  escheat,  and  allowed  the  occupants 
of  the  kharij-towleut  lands  to  retain  possession  of  them  at  the  Jama 
then  assessed  upon  the  same.  Under  these  circumstances  I  do  not 
see  how  the  revenue  authorities  could  at  this  time  of  day  come 
forward  with  a  claim  on  the  ground  that  the  lands  are  an  escheat.  It 
may,  however,  be  as  well  to  call  upon  the  Local  Agents,  through  the 
Commissioner,  for  a  report  as  to  the  present  condition  of  those  kharij- 
towleut    lands.       I    see    from   an    extract    from   a     letter    addressed    to    the 
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Board  by  the  Uommissioner  on  18th  July  1836,  and  these  lands  entail 
a  large  annual  loss  upon  the  trust  estates.  How  this  should  happen 
I  am  unable  to  understand.  It  would  seem  to  me  that  if  they  be  not 
attached  to  the  endowment,  they  ought  to  be  altogether  separated  from 
t,  and  certainly  the  endowment  ought  not  to  suffer  any  detriment  from 
the  charges  of  management  of  estates  with  which,  as  I  conceive,  it 
has   nothing  to  do.      This    matter   ought   to   be   looked    into. 


(Sd.)  M.  A.  Pjignell. 


The    17th    February    1838. 


Also   vide   the    following  letters  : — 

1.  No.    60,    dated    27th    February    1838,  from    the    Board    of   Revenue 

to  the    Commissioner    of   Jessore. 

2.  No.     224,     dated    30th     April     1838,    from     the     Commissioner    of 

Jessore  to   the    Board    of   Revenue. 

3.  No.     197,    dated    15th   May    1838,   from    the     Board     of     Revenue 

to   the    Commissioner   of   Jessore. 
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RlOVKNTK     DeI'AUTMKNT. 

Land    Uevonue. 

No.    219. 

From 

J.  A.  .KouRDii.i.oN,  Esq., 

Acting    Assistant    Secretary    to    the    Government    of    Hengal. 

To 

The    Offg.    Secretary    to   the    Hoard    of    Revenue, 

Land   Revenue   Department. 

Calcutta,    the    26th    January    1876. 

SlK, 

I  am  directed  to  acknow^ledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  74:6A 
of  22nd  December  1875,  submitting  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the 
management,  by  the  Committee  appointed  in  tlie  district  of  Hooghly 
under  Act  XX  of  1863,  of  that  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Syed- 
pore    trust    which    is    appropriated    to    religious    uses. 

2.  In  reply,  I  am  to  state  that  the  Member  in  charge  has 
correctly  understood  the  intentions  of  Government,  the  orders  appoint- 
ing the  Committee  of  Management  were  purposely  so  worded  as  to 
show  that  it  was  not  meant  to  transfer  to  the  Committee  the  charge  of 
the  Syedpore  estate,  but  only  to  make  over  to  them  that  portion  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  endowment  which  is  appropriated  to  religious  uses. 
Th(^  orders  passed  by  Government  in  1863,  and  quoted  in  the  2nd 
paragraph  of  your  letter,  should  now  lie  carried  into  effect.  The  Lieute- 
nant Governor  also  agrees  to  tlie  proposal  made  by  the  Member  in 
charge  that  a  sum  of  Rs.  7,50  per  month  should  be  allowed  on  account 
of  the  Imambara  religious  establishments,  chai-geable  to  the  four  ninths 
share  of  the  income  of  the  estate,  and  that  this  amount  should  be 
paid    to   tlie    Committtee  accordingly. 

3.  With  regard  to  the  kharij  towleut  estates,  I  am  to  remark 
that,  in  the  orders  of  1838,  it  was  not  absolutely  declared  that  the 
Mutwali  of  the  Imambara  should  be  an  independent  malguzar,  but  only 
that  the  then  Mutwalli.  sliould,  so  far  as  the  control  of  the  Local  Agents 
was  concerned,  be  as  an  independent  malguzar.  The  Lieutenant- 
Governor  agrees  with  the  Member  in  charge  in  thinkiuo-  that  these 
orders  would  not  necessarily  extend  to  the  present  Mutwalli,  but  that, 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  is  needless  to  press  the 
question  of  the  title  which  Government  might  possibly  be  able  to  establish 
to  these  lands.  His  Honour,  therefore,  will  not  object  to  the  kharij 
towleut  lands  being  considered  as  vested  in  the  religious  manager  of 
the  Imambara  as  a  trust  for  the  purposes  ot  the  institution  ;  but  he 
is    clearlj'  of    opinion    that    they    should     1)6    placed     under    the    control    of 
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the    Committee    and    that    tlieir    accounts     should     l)e    kept     separate    from 
those    of   the    original    waqf. 

4.  Referring  to  the  13tli  paragraph  of  your  letter,  I  am  to  state 
that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  of  opinion  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
ferry  therein  alluded  to.  must  be  maintained  as  funds  belonging  to  the 
Syedpore  estate,  and  the  Mutwalli  must  not  be  ])ermitted  to  appropriate 
them  as  appertaining  to  the  kharij  tovvleut  lands.  At  the  same  time, 
His  Honour  desires  to  express  a  hope  that  it  will  not  be  necessary 
for  Government  to  intimate  its  dissatisfaction  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  newly  appointed  Mutwalli,  but  that  that  genteman  will  recognize 
the  propriety  of  the  orders  now  communicated,  and  will  act  in  harmony 
with    the    Local    Agents. 

I  have    the    honour    to    be, 
Sir, 
Your    most  obedient,    servant, 

(Sd)  J.  A.  BOUKDILLON, 
Acting  Assistant    Secretary  to    the    Government    of    Bengal. 
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=  Letter  Xo.  219,  dated  'ietli 
January  1876  from  the  Government 
of  Bengal  to  the  Board  of  Reveune, 
regarding  nianagement  by  a  Com- 
mittee under  Act  20  of  1863  of 
that  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  tlie 
Syedjiur  Trust  which  is  appro- 
priated to  religious  uses. 


No.  49A. 

Copy  of  this  letter*  and  of  that  to  which 
it  is  a  reply  forwarded  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Burdwan  for  information  and  guidance  with 
reference  to  his  letter  No.  571  dated  11th 
December  last  and  connected  correspondence. 
The  formal  transfer  of  charge  should  be  re- 
ported   to   the    Board    as    soon    as    it    is    made. 


By  order,  etc., 
Offg.  Secretary. 


Board  of  Revenue, 
oth    February    1876. 
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From 


To 


No.    129. 

HoRACK    A.    CoCKKKKLL,    EsQ., 

Commissioner,  Burdwan  Division, 

The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  L.  P. 

Dated    Howrah.  the  23rd  May  1876. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
No.  49A..  dated  5th  Februarj  1876,  with  its  enclosures,  regarding  the 
transfer  of  the  charge  of  properties  to  the  committee  appointed  under 
Act  XX  of  1863,  for  the  management  of  that  portion  of  the  proceeds 
of   the    vSyedpore    Trust    Estate    which    is    appropriated    to   religious    uses. 

2.  In  reply,  I  Ijeg  to  submit  copy  of  a  letter  No.  58  dated. 
17th  April  and  of  its  enclosures  from  the  Local  Agent  of  Hooghly 
reporting  on  the  transfer  of  the  charge  and  to  observe  that  I  approve 
of  his  proposal  to  make  over  to  the  committee  the  properties  enumera- 
ted   in    the    lists*    I    and    II. 

3.  With  regard  to  the  properties  which  have  not  been  handed 
over  to  the  committee,  I  beg  to  state  that  I  reserve  my  recommend- 
ation pending  the  receipt  of  the  further  report  promised  by  the  Local 
Agent. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

t 

(Sd.)  HORACE  A.  COCKERELL, 

Commissioner. 


From 


To 


No.  58. 

Sir  W.  J.  Hebschel, 

Local  Agent,  Hooghly. 


The  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan  Division. 

Dated    Hooghly,  the  17th  April    1876. 
Sir. 

I      have      the      honour      to     report       that      on       the       1st      instant, 
I     made      over     to     the     Committee     of     Management     appointed      under 

'  Enclosed  with  Board's  Memo.  No.  668  A.,  dated  .^Ist  Ju'y  1877. 
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Government  orders  No.  1822,  dated  23rd  July  1875,  under  Act  XX  of 
1863.  the  properties  and  charges  described  in  the  orders  of  Govern- 
ment No.  219,  dated  26th  January  1876,  communicated  to  me  with 
your   No.    254,   dated    2-4tli  February. 

2.     The    Members    of   the    Committee    present    were  : — 
The  Hon'ble  Nawab  Ashghur   Ali  Khan,    c.s.i., 
Syed  Amir  Ali,    m.a. 
Mir  Mahomed  Kazem    Jouhari. 
Syed  Moorteza. 
Mirza  Mobarik  Ali  alias    Mirza  Amirjan. 

3  The  Board's  letter  and  the  orders  of  Government  thereon 
No.    219,    were    read    to   the    committee. 

4.  A  list.  No.  *1  of  lands  composing  the  Kharij  Towleut  was 
laid  before  them  (of  which  I  enclose  a  copy).  These  lands  are  now 
in  the  possession  of  the  Mutwalli  as  such,  and  he  holds  them  from 
1st   March    last    under    the    control    of   the    committee. 

5.  A  list  No.  *II  of  lands  described  in  the  orders  of  Govern- 
ment, as  being  the  "  Imambarah  at  Hooghly  and  the  garden  and 
Bazar  and  other  grounds  adjoining  it"  was  also  laid  before  the 
committee,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed.  It  was  prepared  so  as  to 
include  only  those  lands  which  had  always  been  understood  to  be 
within  the  definition  used  by  Government,  to  which  I  have  added 
the  burial  ground  item  No.  2  which  is  clearly  covered  by  the  spirit 
of  the  Government  orders.  The  Mutwalli  has  held  these  lands  since, 
the  1st  March  under  the  committee.  On  these  two  lists  the  orders 
of   Government    have    been    already   pronounced    (except    No.    12). 

6.  All  other  lands  held  under  management  of  the  Mutwalli  have 
been  included  in  a  third  list  No.  *III  of  which  copy  is  annexed.  On 
some  of  them  orders  will  be  required  hereafter.  This  list  includes 
lands    of   the    following    classes  : — 

(a)  Syedpore    estate    lands,    covered    by    the    original    Towleutnamah 

other     than     the     large     property     in     the     charge      of     the 

Collector    of   Jessore. 
(J)  Lands     purchased    out     of     or    improved     by     Syedpore    surplus 

funds    by    the    Mutawalli. 
(c)  Lands     given     to   the     Imambara    by   Mahomedan   gentlemen    or 

communities.        A     copy     of     the     list     is     annexed    shewing 

these    classes    separately. 

7.  In  class  (a)  are  included  all  "  original,"  i.e.,  Towleut  lands 
although  they  may  have  been  "  improved  "  by  the  late  Mutwally  out 
of  his  own  pocket  or  out  of  the  i'ths  share  or  out  of  other  funds 
possibly.  In  class  {h)  are  included  all  lands  not  in  the  Towliut  or 
Kharij  Towleut,  to  the  purchase  or  acquisition  or  improvement  of  which 
any    portion  of   the  T.ths    or     ^ths    share    has    been    applied,     whether   the 


Enclosed  with  Hoard's  Memo.  No.  668  A.,  daied  Slst  July  1877. 
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"Mulwally's  private  purse  or  any  other  contributed  to  the  same  end  or 
not.  Unclnr  this  class  would  come  some  petty  plots  of  land  included 
in  list  11.  vi/..  in  the  grounds  adjoining  the  Imaniljara.  The  orders 
of  Government  may  he  held,  I  think,  to  obviate  discussion  about  these 
and  they  find  their  place  therefore  in  that  list  and  not  here,  e.g.  8 
or  5)  of  List  II.  In  Class  C  are  those  lands  which  the  late 
Mutwally  has  stated  in  writing  expressly  to  have  been  acquired  for  the 
Waqf  out  of  his  own  money  (where  it  does  not  otherwise  appear 
that  the  Syedpur  surplus  funds  were  also  used)  and  all  lands  given 
by    other    persons    or    comnmnities    to   the    Waqf. 

8.  I  have  handed  over  none  of  these  lands  in  the  3rd  list  to 
the  Committee  at  present,  because  the  orders  do  not  authorize  me  to 
do  so.  But  it  seems  clear  that  the  3rd  class  of  these  lands  should 
be  transferred,  as  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  meaning  of  the  owners. 
The  properties  are  all  small  and  the  donors  unquestionably  intended 
them  as  additions  to  the  Imambara  for  religious  purposes.  Orders  on 
•this     will    be    asked    hereafter. 

9.  The  several  lists  submitted  herewith  shew  the  origin  of  each 
property  and  the  character  of  the  claim  upon  it  and  its  value  where 
known.  The  committee  consented  to  my  retaining  the  lands  on  the 
3rd  List  in  the  second  and  third  parts  thereof  pending  their  own 
review   of   each   case. 

10.  (a)  I  have  handed  over  the  cash  balance  in  the  Collector's 
Treasui-y  belonging  to  the  ^th  (Mutwally's)  and  fths  shares  to  the 
Mutwally  to  be  held  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee.  The  sums 
were  : — 

Rs.      A.  p. 
;;ths  share  ...  ..       3,292     8     0 

ith      „  ...  ...  0     0     2 

Total  ...     3,292    8     2 

\h}   With  the     Committee    inspected    the    Mutwally's     Treasure    chest, 
also  the    cash   balance    book,    and     found     it    apparently    well-kept    and    in 
good    order.      The    sums    in    his    possession    were  : — 

Rs.      A.    V. 
fths    share  ...  ...       966     8     9 

^th    (his    own    undrawn)  ...  8     8     9 

Deposit        ...  ...  ...    1,42.5     8  10 


Toral  ...    2,400  10     4 

besides   Government     paper    2,500     rupees,    and  the    balance    of    the    ^ths 
share    in   his    hands    and    the    ^th    College    share. 

(c)  I  found,  however  that  the  item  Deposit  included  prooably  sums 
belonging  to  the  fths  share,  which,  if  worth  the  trouble  will  be 
eliminated. 
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(d)  The  Government  paixT  la  stated  by  the  Mutwally  to  l)elong 
entirely  to  the  Trust  property  under  the  3rd  part  ol'  the  8rd  list,  i.e., 
modern  wacifs  to  the  Inuimbara.  I  shall  satisfy  myself  aljout  this. 
At    present    it    is    made    over    to    the    Connnittee     on    his    assurance. 

{e)  There  is  a  small  debtor  and  ereditor  account  between  the  ijtiis 
and  f,ths  shares  for  a  temporary  loan  to  the  fornuM-,  which  will  have  to 
be  adjusted.  rhe  cash  balances  above-noted  are  noted'  as  found  in  hand 
on  visitation.  They  will  be  reduced  to  the  balances  on  liand  (jn  1st 
March,  since  which  date  expenditui-e  has  been  running  ''  on  i»ehalf  of 
the    Committee." 

11.  The  Committee  examined  the  List  of  Tmambara  furniture  and 
ceremenial  decorations,  and  inspected  the  articles  themselves. 
The  Hat  is  that  of  1874  and  I  affixed  my  signature  to  it  Tor  reference. 
It  is  believed  to  be  sufficiently  accurate  at  the  present  date.  The 
goLl  and  silver  plates  were  found  in  the  treasure  room  under  lock  and 
key    of   the   Mutwally. 

12.  The  above  are,  I  believe,  all  the  matters  that  require  notice 
in  this  report.  The  Committee  have  been  furnished  with  copies  of  the 
3  lists  of  lands  and  of  this  letter  and  will,  after  consideration  of  it. 
offer  any  remarks  they  have  to  make,  and  I  will  then  submit  result 
for    final    orders. 

13.  I   enclose    herewith     a     copy     of     my    letter     to    the     Committee 

No.    60. 

I    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)    W.    HERSCHEL, 

Local    Agrent. 


No.   60. 


From 

Sir    W.  J.    Hersciiel,    Bart., 

Local    Agent,    Hooghly, 

To 

Syed    Amir    Ali.    m.a., 

Calcutta. 

Dated    Hooghly,    the    17th    April    1876. 

Sir. 

Acknowledging  your  letter  dated  6th  instant,  I  have  the  honour 
to  send  you  herewith  your  draft  meinoran<lum  of  the  proceedings  at 
the  meeting  of  the  1st  April  with  the  few  alterations  which  I  have 
made. 
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'2.  My  report  of  tho  proctHHliiigs  to  thu  Coiiimissioner  h.-us  been 
delayed  until  I  could  examine  tlu!  cash  balance  ami  lists  of  lands 
more  carefully,  T  have  the  honour  now  to  enclose  copy  of  that  report 
as  in  some  respects  a  better  Ijasis  I  think,  for  the  adjustment  of  few 
remaining   points    tlian    the    proceedings    at    our    preliminary    meeting. 

o.  Annexed  to  it  you  will  iind  the  copies  of  the  3  *lists  of  lands, 
together    with    my    opinion    on    each. 

4.  1  have  directed  the  Mutwally  to  hold  the  lands  in  Lists  I  and 
II  as  in  your  possession  since  the  1st  March.  They  include  all  the 
lands  clearly  covered  by  the  Government  orders,  and  one  No.  12  in 
List  II,  which  I  propose  to  maiie  over  in  the  same  spirit.  Lands  in 
List  III  class  (a)  will  not  be  made  over  to  the  Committee.  Regarding 
those  in  classes  "  b "  and  "  c "  I  propose  obtaining  special  orders  of 
Government  after  consulting  tlie  views  of  the  committee,  with  which  I 
request  that  I  maj^  be  favoured.  Meanwhile  I  enclose  copy  of  my  ins- 
tructions   regarding   all    lands    to   the    Mutwally,    (No.    59). 

I    have    etc. 

(Sd.)  W.   HERSCHEL, 
Local   Agent. 


No.   59. 
From 

Siu   W.    J.    Hekschel,    Bart, 

Local    Agent.    Hooghly, 
To 

The    Mutwally    of    tlie    Hooghly    Emambara. 

Dated    Hooghly,    the    17th    April    1876. 
Sir, 

With  regard  to  collections  from  lands  in  your  charge  you  should 
not  have  taken  it  on  yourself  to  decide  which  lands  should  be  shewn 
in  the  Committee's  accounts  and  which  in  the  Local  Agent's.  The 
proper  course  for  you  was  to  refer  to  the  Local  Agent  for  orders.  The 
lands  which  are  in  future  to  be  borne  on  the  Local  Agent's  list  are 
being  separated  now  in  this  oHice  from  those  which  are  to  be  borne 
on  the  Committee's  list  and  after  consultation  with  the  Committee,  the 
orders    on    the    subject    will    he    communicated    to  you. 

2.  Meanwhile  you  will  credit  the  receipts  from  lands  or  houses  of 
evei-y  kind  in  your  possession  to  a  special  head  in  the  Local  Agent's 
accounts,  called  "  Receipt  from  landed  property  and  houses  under  adjust- 
ment with  the  Committee  "  except  the  lands  described  in  the  two 
accompanying  lists  of  lands  regarding  which  the  orders  of  Government 
have  been  already  issued.  *Li8ts  I  and  II.  The  receipts  from  these 
you  will  credit    from   1st  March  to   tne    Committee.     Another  list    No.  Ill* 
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classes  (a)  and  (b)  of  all  othor  lands  accorapanies  tliis  and  of  these 
the  income  is  to  be  credited  to  the  special  head  above  described. 
Class  (c)  of  the  same  list  covers  lands  in  your  possession  with  which 
the  Local  Agents  have  nothing  to  do.  You  will  not  include  their  receipts 
in  the  s|)ecial  head  named  but  you  should  keep  a  separate  account 
of  them  on  your  own  responsibility  to  such  authority  as  Government 
may    hereafter   decide    to    be   entitled    to    claim  the    account. 

3.  I  request  you  will  let  me  know  at  once  the  amount  of 
receipts  in  March.  Details  will  not  be  wanted  till  the  lands  are 
separated. 

1    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)  W.  J.  HKRSOHEL, 

Local   Agent. 


P.  S. — The  fixed  allowance  of  Rs.  750  a  month  paid  to  the  Committee 
in  March  last  should  be  shewn  on  the  debit  side  of  the  account 
herewith    returned. 

(Sd.)  W.  HERSCHEL. 
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No.    6')6A.,    dated    Fort   Williaiii.    the    20th    November    187(). 

Memo. — liy    'V.    15.    Lank.    Esq.,  Secretary  to  tin-    IJoar  1     of    Reve- 
nue,   L.  P. 

Copy    of    the    foHowing   forwarded     to  the     Secretary     t<i     the    (lov- 

ernment    of   Bengal.    Revenue    Department,  with    reference    to  Government 

order      No.     219,      dated     26th       .lanuary  1876,    for     sanction     to     the 
arrangement. 


No.    414.   dated    Burdwan,    the    8th   Novemlter    1876. 

From — H.    A.    CJocKKRELL,    Esq.,    Commissioner    of   Hurdwan. 
To — The    Secretary    to  the    Board    of    Revenue,    L.    P. 

With  reference  to  Board's  No.  247A,  dated  the  30th  June 
last,  approving  of  the  arrangement  that  the  actual  custody  of  the 
cash  belonging  to  the  Committee  appointed  under  Act  XX  of  1863 
for  the  management  of  the  Mohsin  Imambara  should  be  with  the 
treasury  but  that  a  deposit  account  kept  separately  should  be  opened 
for  such  funds,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  copy  of  a  memorandum 
No.  43.5T.C.,  dated  the  6th  September,  from  the  Officiating  Deputy 
Accountant-General,  Bengal,  to  the  address  of  the  Local  Agent, 
Hooghly,  in  which  it  is  intimated  that  the  religious  portion  of  the 
fund  cannot  be  separated  from  the  secular  part  and  placed  under  the 
sole  control  of  the  Committee  appointed  under  Act  XX  of  1863  in 
regard  to  drawings  from  the  treasury  without  the  special  sanction  of 
Government.  I  i-equest,  therefore,  that  the  Board  will  obtain  the 
orders  of  Government  sanctioning  the  separation  and  authorizing  the 
Committee    to  draw    from    its    funds   in    deposit    in    the    Hooghly   treasury. 

2.  I  beg  to  observe  that  the  Government  in  paragraph  2  of  its 
No.  219,  dated  the  26th  .lanuary  1876,  to  the  Board,  has  already 
intimated  its  approval  to  the  proposal  to  transfer  to  the  Committee 
that  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  endowment  which  is  appropriated 
to  religious  uses.  What  is  now  required  is  a  formal  sanction  to  the 
arrangement  as  an  authority  with  the  Account  Department  for  the 
separation    of   the    funds    in    regard    to   drawings    from    the    treasury'. 


No.    43.5T.  C,    dated,  Calcutta,  the    6th    Septemljer  1876. 

From — E.    W.    Kki.lnek,    E.sq.,     OtFg.    Deputy    Accountant-General, 

Bengal. 
To — The    Local  Agent.   Hooghly. 

In  reply  to  your  No.  115,  dated  18th  July  last,  1  have  the 
honour  to  inform  you  that  the  religious  portion  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara  Trust  Fund  cannot  be  separated  from  the  secular  part  and 
placed  under  the  sole  control  of  the  Committee  appointed  under  Act 
XX  of  1863  in  regard  to  drawings  from  the  treasury  without  tiie 
special    sanction    of   Government. 
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Rt-:vknue  Department, 
Land    Revenuk. 

No.    3104. 

From 

COLMAN    MaCAULAY,     EsQ., 

Acting  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Government  o£  Bengal. 

To 

The    Secretary   to    the  Board  of    Revenue. 

Calcutta,    the    28th   November    1876. 

Sir, 

With  reference  to  your  endorsement  No.  656A  of  the  20th 
November  1876,  and  its  annexures,  I  am  directed  to  say  that  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  sanctions,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Member  in 
charge,  the  proposed  arrangement  that  the  actual  custody  of  the  cash 
belonging  to  the  Committee  appointed  under  Act  XX  of  1863,  for  the 
management  of  the  religious  part  of  the  Syedpur  Mohsin  Endowment 
in  Hooghly  shall  be  with  the  Treasury  in  that  district,  a  deposit 
account  being  separately  opened  for  such  funds,  from  which  the 
Committee   is    authorized    to   di'aw   for   its    purposes. 

I   have    the    honour    to    be. 

Sir, 

Your    most     obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)     COLMAN    MACAULAY. 
Acting.    Asst.    Secy,    to    the    Govt,    of    Bengal. 
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No.    '668A.,    ilated    Fort    William,    tla-.    ;ilst    July     1877. 

Memo,    by — U.     11.    \ViL,soN,      Esy.,     OlHciatiug     Secretary    to   the 
IJoaril    o\    Keveuue,  L.    P. 

Copy  ol  this  letter,  and  ol'  the  one  to  which  it  is  a  reply, 
with  enrlosiires,  submitted  to  the  Secretary  to  tiie  Government  oi' 
Jiengal  in  ilie  Revenue  Department,  with  reference  to  Government 
order  No.  219,  dated  tlu^  26th  January  1876,  for  confirmation  of  the 
orders    issued    by    the    Board. 


No.    411  A.,    dated    Fort    William,    the  olst    July    1877. 

From — R.     H.     Wilson,      Esq.,       Officiating     Secretary      to      the 

Board     of  Revenue,    L.    P. 
To — The    Commissioner    of    the    IJurdwan    Division. 

With     reference     to     your      letter       No.      299,     dated      18th     instant, 

and      enclosure.       regarding      the       transfer       of     the     charge    of     certain 

Li^t  I  properties     to     the    Connnittee   appointed    under 

Nos.  i:i  and  13  of  list  II.  (i.ui     Act    XX   of  1863,    for   the   management    of    that 

III,  as  stated  liy  you)  . 

No.  2  of  list  lll'a)  portion    ot    the    proceeds     of   the    Syedpur    Trust 

Nos.  1-4  of  li«t  III(c),  Pari   I.  L-    i.    x  1   •    1        "  ■    <.      1     j.  r     • 

'                      Estate    which    is  appropriated    to   religious  uses, 

I    am    directed    to    state    that    in    addition    to  the    properties  already  made 

over    to   the   Committee,    the    Board     approve     of     the     transfer     to  their 
charge   of    those    noted    in    the    margin. 

2.  As  regards  item  1  in  List  No.  III.  Class  (a),  I  am  desired  to 
state  that  Government  have  already,  in  order  No.  21!>,  dated  26th 
January  1876,  copy  of  which  was  forwarded  to  you  witli  this  office 
endorsement  No.  I9A..  dattnl  the  5th  February  1876.  directed  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  ferry  siiall  l)e  treated  as  part  of  the  Syudpore  estate, 
and  not  appropriated  by  the  Mutwali.  These  orders  must  now  be 
carried    out. 

3.  On  j^our  recommendation,  the  Board  also  approve  of  the  Local 
Agent's  proposal  to  reliniiuish  the  properties  entered  as  items  Nos.  1 
to  10  in  List  No.  l]\{b),  on  condition  that  tlie  necessary  repairs  are 
executed  out  of  the  religious  share  of  the  funds  at  the  tjisposal  of 
the    Committee. 
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No.    2!)!).  dated    Burdwan.    the    18th    July    1877. 

From — H.    A.     CocKERELL,    EsQ.,     Commissioner    of   the    JJurdwan 

Division, 
To — The    Secretary   to   the    Board    of    Revenue,    Lower    Provinces. 

With  reference  to  your  No.  414A.,  dated  the  8th  November  1876 
I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herev^'ith  copy  of  letter  No.  63,  of  23rd 
.luuL',  1877.  and  of  its  enclosures,  from  the  Local  Agent,  Hooghly, 
regardi)ig  the  transfer  charge  of  the  propei'ties  to  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed under  Act  XX  of  1863,  for  the  management  of  that  poi'tion  of  the 
]iroceeds  of  the  Syudpore  Trust  Estate  which  is  appropriated  to  reli- 
gious   uses. 

2.  A  copy  of  the  Local  Agent's  letter  No.  58,  dated  17th  April 
1876,  referred  to  in  his  present  letter,  was  submitted  to  the  Board 
with  this  office  No.  129,  of  the  23rd  May  1876,  to  which  I  also 
solicit    a  reference. 

3.  The    Local    Agent  has  now  explained    the  grounds    of   his  proposal 

with    sufficient    clearness    and    recommends    that 

"  No8.  12  and  13  of  List  No.   II       .  .    .  •  ,  i 

No.  2  of  List  No.  Ill  (a).  in  addition   to  the   properties  already   made  over 

No8.lto4ofListNo.  lll(c).     ^^.^j^g    Committee,    those    noted    in    the  margin* 

,.    1  toiOof  LiatNo.  iil(o),     ^av   be    transferred    to   their    charge.      He    adds 

Part  II.  ,  ,         ,  ,  •        •  • 

that  he  has  no  objection  to  give  up  the  pro- 
perties Nos.  1  to  10  of  List  No.  Ill  (J)  on  condition  that  necessary 
repairs  are  executed  out  of  the  religious  share  of  the  funds  at  the 
disposal    of   the    committee. 

4.  I  beg  leave  to  support  the  Local  Agent's  proposals  and  submit 
them   for   the    approval    of   the    Board    of    Revenue. 


No.    63.  dated    Hooghly,    the  23rd  June    1877. 

From — Sir  W.  J.  Herschel,  Bart.,   Local    Agent,    Hooghly, 
To — The    Commissioner    of   the    Burdwan    Division. 

With  reference  to  your  No.  174.  of  ihe  13th  November  1876,  and 
subsequent  reminders,  I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  I  find  there  was 
a    certain    obscurity   about    class  {c)    lands.       My    remarks    in    the    column 
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'' charactor  of  claim"  (sci-  my  orii:;iiial  List  III,  (Jlass  (p),  are  evidently 
not  quite  coirect,  nor  my  remarks  al)oat  Class  (r)  lands  in  paragraph  7 
of   this    office    No.    58,    dated    tlie    17th    April    1876. 

2.  I  have  now  broken  the  class  up  into  two  parts,  the  first  part, 
lands,  etc.,  which  have  been  given  to  the  Mohsinia  Emambara,  commonly 
called  the  "  Cliota  Emaml)ara"  in  this  correspondence;  and  the  other 
lands  belonging  eitlicr  to  the  Hurra  Emambara  or  to  the  Mahomedan 
community,  and  now  in  charge  of  the  Mutwali  as  a  private  individual 
with    which    the    Local    Agents    have    nothing   to   do. 

3.  Looking  now  at  the  situations  of  items  Nos.  2  and  3  in  List 
III,  Class  (o),  I  find  that  they  should  have  originally  been  placed  in 
List  II  and  made  over  to  the  Committee  under  the  wtn-ds  ''  the  other 
grounds  adjoining  it."  They  are  separated  from  the  Emambara  only 
by  the  breadth  of  the  road.  I  have,  therefore,  now  placed  them  in 
that  list,  and  I  recommend  that  they  may  be  made  over  to  the 
committee. 

4.  For  convenience  I  now  submit  revised  lists  bringing  the 
correspondence  up  to  date  and  showing  opposite  each  item  the  opinion 
of   the    Committee    and    my    own    recommendation. 

LIST  No.  I. 

Kharij    Towleut    property 


Committee's  opinion. 


Local  Agents'  recommendalicns. 


1     j  Lakhiraj      lands     of     Bagh    Belur,  1  Tbe    Committee    do    not     think 


mouza  Prasadnagar,  24-Perguunahs. 

opposite    the     Emambara    on    the 

other  side  of  the  Huoghly. 
Mouza    Taraf     Kisniat    Kiddirpore, 

24-Parganahs. 
Lakhiraj  lands  of  mouza  Sonadanga, 

Pargauah    Satahika,     zilla     Burd- 

wan. 
Kuntagange,  zillah  liudea. 
Emamuagar  in  Murshidabad. 
Twenty-seven    cottahs    of    lakhiraj 

land  in  Chinsurah. 
Two  pucca   houses    with  la  cottahs 

of  land  at  Sonatali  in  Hooghly. 
Four  bighas   and  14    cottahs  of  land 

in  Sehakhaia  in  Uooghly  district. 


necessary  to  make  any  observa- 
tions, as  these  have  been  made 
over  to  them  without  reserve. 


Government  order  No.  219,  dated  26th 
January  1870,  paragraph  3,  make 
the  kharij  towleut  property  over  to 
the  Committee  in  the  words  "  His 
Honour,  therefore,  will  not  object 
to  the  kharij  towleut  lands  being 
considered  as  vested  in  the  religious 
Manager  of  the  Emambara  as  a 
trust  for  the  purpose  of  the  institu- 
tion ;  but  he  is  clearly  of  opinion 
that  they  should  be  placed  under 
the  control  of  the  committee,  and 
that  their  accounts  should  be  kept 
separate  from  those  of  the  original 
waqf."  They  were  made  over  to 
the  Committee  accordingly  on  the 
1st  April  187G.  See  mv  letter 
No.  58,  dated  17th  April  1876. 


LIST  No.  II. 


Emambara 
Ghat  of  the  Eu 


imbazar  Hat 


Hat  Imambazar 

Bagh  Magbcra,  or  burying  garden, 
with  a  house  for  gardeners  and 
another  big  and  airy  house. 

Shakir  AH  Khan's'  house  (Muni- 
cipal Jio.  73). 

A  piece  of  land  on  the  front  of 
Shakir  AH  Khan's  house  turned 
into  a  little  garden. 

A  bridge  and  small  room  on  the 
river  side  and  east  of  the  inner 
appartmenl  of  Shakir  All's  house. 

"  New  garden  "  east  of  the  Emam- 
bazar  drain  and  north  of  Emam- 
bazar  Road 

A  pucca  house  (Municipal  No.  88) 
on  a  lakhiraj  land  on  the  river 
bank  and  on  the  east  of  the  *'  New 
garden." 

An  astana  on  1^  cottahs  of  land 
south  of  the  Emambazar  lload. 

Mosatirkhana,  or  travellers'  guest 
room. 


The  Committee  think  no  observa- 
tions necessary,  as  these  have  been 
made  over  to  them  without  re«erve. 


Government  order  No.  2111,  dated  26th 
January  1876,  place  these  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Committee  under  the 
words"  The  fcmambara  at  Hooghly 
and  the  garden,  bazar,  and  other 
grounds  adjoining  it,"  quoted  in 
Board's  letter  No.  746A,  of  the  22nd 
December  1875.  They  were  made 
over  to  the  Committee  accordingly 
on  1st  April  1876.  See  my  letter 
No.  58,  dated  17th  April  187ii. 
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Committee's  opinion. 


Local  Agente'  recommendations. 


Moodikliana,  south    of  the   Emam-| 
bazar  Road  (Municipal  No.  42).        i 

Hanicipal  No.  7ft,  a  house  of  west 
of  the  road  paasini;  in  front  of  the 
Ban  Emambara. 


About  these  two  and  the  ferry  in 
List  III,  class  (;0,  the  Committee 
say  that  notwithstanding  their 
apparantly  secular  character,  these 
seem  to  be  so  connected  with  the 
Emambara  that  it  would  be  hardly 
possible,  without  confusing  mat- 
ters, to  separate  them  fro-n  their 
management.  See  column  "Com- 
mittee's opinion  "  in  List  III, 
class  (a). 


Upon  looking  at  the  position  of  these 
1  find  they  should  have  originally 
been  entered  in  list  No  II,  under 
the  words  (quoted  above.  I  have  now 
placed  them  in  the  proper  list,  and 
recommend  that  they  be  made  over 
to  the  Committee" 


LIST  No-  III— CLASS  A. 


1      Ferry 


Moorley  Pirghar,  in  Jessore 


About  the  ferry  the  committee  say  : — | 
"  Unless     we    are  mistaken,  they 
seem,    notwithstanding    their  ap-  j 
parently     secular    character  to   be 
connected  in  such  a  way    with   the  j 
Bmambara  that  it  would  be  hardly  ! 
possible,    without    confusing  mat-  j 
ters  to    separate    them  from  our  i 
management.         At      least      they 
appear  to  contribute   towards   the 
general  expenses  of  the  Emambani 
(we  speak,  of  course  under  correc- | 
tion)  and  we  should  have    '.bought 
it  would   have   been   made  correct 
if   they   have    been    made    correct 
over  to  us  for   the   purpose   of   the 
religious  trnst." 

Have  nothing  to  say. 


The  ferry  Is  orderded  by  Government 
to  be  reserve  to  Sths  (paragraph  4 
of  Government  letter  No.  219, 
dated  2(;th  January  1876)  "The 
Lieutenant-Governor  is  of  opinion 
that  the  proceeds  of  the  ferry  there- 
in alluded  to  must  be  maintained 
as  funds  belonging  to  the  Syedpur 
Estate  and  the  ilutwalli  must  not 
be  permitted  to  appropriate  them 
as  appertaining  to  the  kbarij 
towleut  lands.  "See  also  para- 
graph 6  of  Commissioner's  No.  254 
dated  24th  February  1876.  , 


In  my  report  No  58,  I  recommended 
that  this  be  made  over  to  the  Com- 
mittee. The  cost  of  maintaining 
it  is  included  (  Rs.  100)  per  month 
in  the  lump  allowance  of  Rs  750 
per  montli  lately  made  to  the  Com- 
mittee. Its  ration  d^etre  is  purely 
religious. 


LIST  No.  Ill— CLASS  B. 


1      Three   cottahs   of   lakhiraj     land   in  |  The  Committee  object  to  these  being 


Gholaghat  (Municipal  No.  105) 
Eight  cottahs  of  lakhiraj  land 
west  of  Gholaghat. 
I  Two  cottahs  and  ISJ  chittacks  of 
land  west  of  the  canal  bridge 
j  and  road  which  are  on  the  north  of 
!     the  Jail. 

!  Five   cottahs   and   3^   chittacks     of 
land    (Municipal    No.    1)    west   of 
the  Emambara  road. 
Thirteen   cottahs   and   7J  chittacks 
I     of  Isnd  (Municipal  No.  26). 
Pucca  house  on   IJ   cottahs   of   land 
(Municipal  No.  25). 
[Two   houses   and    a     lakhiraj     land  | 
(Municipal  No.    39)    south   of   the  , 
Emambaz^ir  Road,  and  east   of  the 
drain.  [ 

A  house  with  8^  cottahs  of   lakhiraj  i 
i     land  (  Municipal  No.  77).  I 

Jangli  Shah's  garden. 
I  Four  cottahs  of  lakhiraj  land   south 
of  the  ferry  ghat,  and  east  of  the 
Emambazar  road. 


Road  on  the  front  of  the  Emambara 
extending  from  the  gate  of  the 
Collector's  house  to  the  jail 
bridge. 


reserved  to  the  ;ths  They 
say  that  inasmuch  as  these  have 
been  acquired  out  of  the  i!ths 
share  they  form  part  and  parcel 
of  that  share,  and  their  proceeds 
should  be  applied  exclusively  to 
religious  uses. 


The  Committee  think  that  the  right 
of  the  Emambara  over  tnis  be  left 
as  it  has  existed  all  along. 


I  I  repeal  uud  adhere  to  my  remarks 
in  my  lirst  report : — 
•  These  purchases  appear  to  have 
been  all  made  simply  as  invest- 
ments of  surplus  proceeds.  I  doubt 
whether  the  acquisition  of  landed 
property  was  a  legitimate  use  of  the 
funds  rnade  over  to  the  Mut  walli 
for  current  religious  expenses. 
But  as  the  Local  Agent  received  tne 
whole  income  to  the  credit  of  the 
gths  under  the  heads  of  "  Rcyti 
Mohal  "  or  "  Kereya  Mehal "'  till 
April  li>73  (when  the  late  Mutwalli 
began  to  credit  some  to  the  sltbsj. 
I  think  the  lands  should  be  held 
added  to  the  towleut  property,  i.e. 
to  yths,  proceeds  being  paid 
wholly  by  the  Local  Agents  into 
the  Treasury  and  thence  distri- 
buted." Thus  the  committee  will 
receive  all  that  is  rightfully  theirs. 
The  tendency  of  the  late  Mutwalli  to 
enlarge  the  premises  and  buildings 
threatens  to  make  the  secular  share 
chargeable  with  additional  costs 
of  repairs  This  is  quite  inconsistent 
with  the  theory  that  the  Mutwalli 
may  at  the  same  time  treat  any  of 
the  moneys  in  his  hands  as  surplus 
and  invest  them  to  the  sole  credit  of 
the  religious  share.  I  should  be 
willing  to  give  these  up  on  condition 
that  the  share  be  wholly  exempted 
from  any  liability  for  repairs. 

1  agree.  Nothing  agreed  to  between 
the  Local  Agents,  and  the  Committee 
can  affect  the  right  of  the  Muni- 
cipality or  the  public. 
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LIST  Xo.  in— CLASS  C. 

PART  I. 

LuikIk,  etc.,  wliicli  have  been  given  to  the  Moheinia  Emainhara. 


Inner  apartment  of  Shakir  All's 
house,  otherwise  called  "  Muham- 
madi  Begnm's  house."  with  11^ 
coltah^  of  land 

A  tank  with  about  4  bighas  12 
coltahs  and  11  chitiacks  of  land 
( Municipal  No.  55)  in  Moheclea 
Kmaiu  bazar. 

Stable  and  coach  house  with  nine 
cottahs  of  lakhiraj  land  f  Municipal 
No.  83). 

Land  in  Earbalea,  including  tank. 


Committee's  ophiio 


Local  Agent's   recommendations. 


The  properties  given  to  the  Choto  or 
or  Mohsinia  Kmambara  should  be 
made  over  to  them  {the  Com- 
mittee). 


I  recommended  that  these  be  made 
over  to  the  Committee.  They  were 
given  to  the  Emambara,  which  is 
no XV  made  over  to  the  Committee,  by 
Muhammadan  genglemen  for  religious 
purposes  only  And  are  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Mutwali,  and  thus  in 
some  degree  of  the  Local  Agent  L 
have  no  objection  to  separate  them 
(as  by  this  sheet)  from  similar  gifts 
made  to  the  Bara  Imambara  (with 
which  the  Local  Agent  never  has 
had  anything  to  do,  and  which  I 
place  in  the  next  sheetj  and  to  make 
them  over  to  the  Committee   aa  they 


LIST  No.  Ill— Class  c 

PART  II. 
Lands,  etc.,  belonging  either  to  the  Bara  Emambara  or  to  the  Muhammadan  Community 


Bara  Imambara 

A  house  (Municipal  No.  5G)  north 
of  the  tank  in  Part  I. 

A  pucca  house  with  lakhiraj  land 
east  of  Bara  Emambara  (Munici- 
pal No.  76.) 

A  pucca  house  with  eight  cottahs  of 
lakhiraj  land  south  of  Bara  Imam- 
bara. 

A  piece  of  lakhiraj  land  in  Mogul- 
poora.  east  of  the  garden  of  Syeri 
Bazlal  Huq. 

Burial  ground  for  the  Sheeahs,  south 
of  the  Bara  Emambara  and  east  of 
a  public  road. 

Burial  ground  for  the  Sheeahs,  west 
of  the  Pepulpati  road,  not  far  from 
the  Bara  Emambara. 

Four  bighas  and  IB  cottahs  of 
lakhiraj  land  with  a  tank  called 
"  boorhanpookur  "  in  Koolihanda 

Nazir  Jagra's  garden  (Municipal 
No.  47). 

Katra,  called  Shaesta  Khan's  Musjid 
in  ilonuUa  Shahabad. 


The  Committee  say  that  the  Bara 
Emambara,  with  the  properties 
belonging  to  it,  should  remain  in 
charge  of  the  Mutwali  of  tlial 
Emambara  whoever  he  may  be. 
They  ho  wever,  do  not  say  anything 
about  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
Muhammadan  Community. 


With  these  properties  the  Local 
Agents  have  nothing  to  do.  See 
remarks  on  last  sheet. 
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Revenue  Depaktmext. 
Land  Revenue. 

No.    2158. 

From 

H.  H.  RisLEY,  Esq., 

Offg.    Under-Secretary    to   the  Government    (jf  Bengal, 


To 


Secretary   to   the  Board    of  Revenue, 

Land    Revenue    Department. 

Calcutta, 
The    9th    August    1877. 


Sib. 


I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  docket 
No.  668  A.,  dated  31st  July  1877,  with  its  annexures  and  in  reply  to 
say  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  confirms  the  orders  issued  by  the  Board 
approving  of  the  transfer  of  certain  items  of  property  therein  mentioned 
to  the  charge  of  the  Committee  appointed  under  Act  XX  of  1863  for 
the  management  of  that  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Syedpore  Trust 
Estate  which  is  appropriated  to  religious  purposes,  in  addition  to  those 
already  made  over  to  the  committee  under  Government  order  No.  219, 
•lated    26th    January    1876. 

I    have    the    honour    to   be. 
Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)    H.   H.  RISLEY, 

Offg.    Under-Secretary    to  the  Govt,    of    Bengal. 
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From 


To 


SIR, 


No.    271  A. 

H.   L.    IIarkipon,  Esq., 

Secretary    to    the    Hoard    ol'    Ueveiiue,    L.    P., 

The    Secretary    to   the    Government    o£   Bengal. 

General  Department. 

FuKT  William, 
The    18th    April    1879. 


I  am  desired  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ot"  Government 
order  No.  283,  dated  2nd  instant,  and  enclosures,  calling  for  an  expres- 
sion of  the  Board's  opinion  on  the  proposals  made  by  the  Accountant- 
General  of  Bengal,  for  the  management  of  the  Mohsin  Endowment. 
Fund,  so  far  as  the  accounts  are  concerned  and  in  reply  to  state  ds 
follows. 

2.  Mr.  Westland's  letter  nowhere  gives  any  account  of  how  the 
funds  are  actually  supervised,  and  as  the  Board  took  up  this  matter 
last  year,  in  order  to  satisfy  themselves  that  due  supervision  was 
exercised  and  obtained  what  seemed  satisfactory  information,  they  think 
that  it  will  be  well  if  they  preface  their  report  by  giving  a  further 
account  of   how    the   fund   is    administered. 

3.  As  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Westland  almost  the  entire  income  of 
the  fund  is  derived  from  the  Syedpur  estate  in  Jessore.  The  Account- 
ant-General  appears  to  be  under  the  impression  that  the  afiairs  of  this 
estate  are  administered  by  the  Collector  without  any  supervision  ;  but 
as,  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  treated  i^recisely  on  the  same  footing  as  a 
ward's  or  attaclied  estate.  As  almost  the  whole  estate  is  leased  in 
putni,  the  Collector  manages — it.  but  he  has  an  establishment  to  assist 
him.  and  has  to  submit  a  report  in  precisely  the  same  manner  as  for 
any  ward's  estate.  The  annual  report  is  reviewed  by  the  Commissioner 
and  the  Board  and  the  receipts  and  expenditure  subjected  to  the  same 
supervision  as  is  exercised  in  the  case  of  any  ward's  estate.  Return 
No.  XXXI  of  the  estate  for  1877-78  is  herewith  submitted  in  original 
for  the  inspection  of  (iovernment  in  illustration  of  how  the  account 
stands. 

4.  The  Collector  of  Jessore  remits  Rs.  60,000  a  year  at  present  to 
the  trustees  and  those  who  manage  the  fund  at  H(joghly.  The  income 
of  the  estate  is  somewhat  in  excess  of  that  amount,  and  Rs.  27,000  have 
accumulated  at  Jessore  ;  but  the  i)ayments  for  Road  Cess  and  Public 
Works  Cess  exceed  the  receipts  on  that  account  by  some  thousands  of 
rupees,  and  this  has  somewhat  diminished  the  income.  The  Board  feel 
little  doubt,  however,  that  Rs.  63,000  might  now  be  remitted  annually, 
which  would  give  exactly  Rs.  7.000  for  a  one-ninth  share,  and  they 
propose  to  order  the  remittance  of  this  amount  in  future.  It  is  obviously 
much    better    for   the    Emambara  to  have    a  uniform  amount  to   spend     as 
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the  value  of  each  sliar.-  j'ear  bj'  year  being  the  maxiimim  amount  the 
estate  can  pay  reguLarly,  than  to  have  a  liuctuating  amount  being  the 
precise  one-ninth  for  eacii  share  of  the  actual  surplus  of  receipts  over 
expenditure. 

5.  As  regai-ds  the  disposal  uf  Hs.  60,0C0  mentioned  above,  which 
forms  the  l)ulk;  of  the  Trust  Fund,  and  is  divided  into  the  shares 
one-ninth,  three-ninths,  one-ninth,  and  four-ninths,  I  am  to  state  that 
in  March  1878,  the  Board  initiated  a  correspondence  with  the 
Accountant-General,  the  Commissioner  of  l>urdwan,  and  the  Collector 
of  Hooghly,  with  the  express  purpose  of  ascertaining  how  the  accounts 
of  the  fund  were  ke])t.  The  information  obtained  by  them  seems 
slightly  diherent  from  that  given  by  the  Accountant-General  in  his 
paragraph  5,  where  he  states  that.  '"  the  receipts,  expenditure  and 
balances  are  nowhere  brought  together  so  as  to  be  shown  as  a  single 
account."  The  Collector  of  Hooghly  reported  that  the  Local  Agents 
submit  monthly,  quarterly  and  annual  accounts  of  the  fund  to  the 
Commissioner ;  and  on  the  Board  asking  the  Commissioner  for  copies 
of  the  accounts  for  the  past  three  years  ending  with  1877-78,  the 
Commissioner  forwarded  the  accompanying  accounts,  which  are  sub- 
mitted,   in    original,    for    the    information    of   Government. 

(i.  I  am  to  point  out  that  for  the  year  1875-76,  some  details  are 
given  of  the  charges  against  the  three-ninths  shai-e,  but  in  the  sub- 
sequent years  this  is  not  done.  Details  are  given  of  the  expenditure 
from  the  four-ninths  share  and  totals  of  the  expenditure  of  the  other 
shai'es.  This  seems  the  simpler  and  more  correct  course,  as  one 
of  the  one-ninth  shares  belongs  to  the  Mutwalli  as  his  salarj-,  three- 
ninths  to  the  committee  to  spend  as  they  please  subject  to  the  check 
of  an  action  for  bi'each  of  trust,  and  the  other  one-ninth  is  simplj' 
paid    to   the    Hooghly    College. 

7.  As  regards  the  four-ninths  share,  the  annual  returns  do  not 
go  into  minute  details  ;  but  the  expenditure  is  classified  under  the 
different  heads  so  as  lo  admit  of  every  supervision  and  for  calls  for 
more  detailed  information  if  desired.  The  miscellaneous  receipts  also 
are  given  with  some  details.  Finally,  a  very  clear  abstract  is  made 
out,  showing  the  receipts  of  each  share  of  the  fund  from  each  major 
head,  its  expenditure  in  the  lump,  and  the  balance  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  only  share  that  has  a  balance  of  any  consequence  is 
of  course,  the  four-ninths  share.  The  Board  on  receipt  of  these  I'eturns. 
considered  that  they  bore  evidence  that  the  fund  accounts  were  being 
correctly  kept  up,  and  contended  themselves  with  asking  to  have  a 
copy  of  each  annual  return  sent  to  them  in  future  when  received 
with    the    object    of   examining   it,    and    supervising    it    in    their    office. 

8.  The  actual  state  of  things  seems  somewhat  better  than  that 
supposed  by  Mr.  Westland  in  his  paragrapli  13,  "  there  is  no  audit  or 
examination  of  the  charges  outside  the  department  of  tlie  Collector's 
office  which  draws  them,  and  that  department  remaining  as  it  does  in 
possession  of  the  vouchei'S,  could  practically  do  anj'thing  it  liked  with 
the    moneys."      Nevertheless,    a    more     critical     and     formal    audit     would 
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no   doul)t    be    di'sirable    as    regards    tlie    cxiiriiditun'    rroiii    tlio   foiir-niiitlis 
aharo. 

!).     Mr.    W'i'stland's    proposals    appear    to    be  : — 

(a)  To    take    the    inanagemeiu     of    the     Syedpiir     estate     under     the 

control  of  his  office,  to  audit  its  e.xpenditure  and  to  keep 
its  accounts  in  the  manner  shown  as  revenue  account  in 
the  annexure  to  his  letter.  Of  course  the  actual  adminis- 
tration of  the  estate  would  be  carried  on  by  the  Collector 
of   Jessore    under    the    supervision    of    his    office. 

(b)  To    make    over    to   the    administrators    the    three-ninths  and    the 

one-ninth  shares,  and  ask  no  further  questions  about  them  ; 
also  the  sanctioned  expenditure  for  the  Emambara  estab- 
lishment. 

(c)  To   keep   a    separate     head     of    account     for    the     hospital,     the 

pensions  and  certain  other  heads  of  account  now  charge- 
able to  the  four-ninths  share,  reserving  the  surplus,  as 
generally  available,  for  Mahomedan  elucation.  He  would 
abolish  the  system  of  deposits  as  l)eing  a  clumsy  system, 
and  all  expenditure  would  be  audited  and  checked  in  his 
office. 

10.  The  note  in  tlie  Bengal  office  sent  with  the  (Government 
order,  correctly  points  out  that  the  receipts  from  the  Hooghly 
properties  belong  to  the  three-ninths  share,  and  are  managed  by  the 
Committee  ;  hence  no  account  of  them  need  be  kept  up  or  audited. 
In  other  respects,  this  note  concurs  generally  in  the  recommendations 
of   the    Accountant-General. 

11.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  foi-egoing  account  that  these 
recommendations  do  not  amount  to  any  great  change  except  of  a 
technical  character,  in  the  system  now  actually  adopted,  except  it  be 
in  the  transfer  of  the  supervision  to  the  Accountant-General's  office  ; 
and  as  regards  what  Mr.  Westland  calls  the  expenditure  part  of  the 
fund,  the  Boai-d  in  general  concur  with  him.  The  accounts  sent 
herewith  sliow  that  for  the  year  1876-77,  no  detailed  accounts  are 
being  kept  of  the  three-ninths  or  one-ninth  share,  while  the  form  of 
abstracts  showing  the  state  of  each  share  indicates  at  a  glance  that 
neither  more  nor  less  than  the  proper  amount  is  made  over,  the 
object  contemplated  in  Mr.  Westland's  [paragraph  ;».  Again,  as  regards 
the  suggestion  marked  B  in  the  note,  though  the  receipts  of  the 
bazars,  gardens,  etc.,  are  at  present  actually  credited  to  the  three- 
ninths  share,  they  are  left  to  the  management  of  the  committee  and 
no  details  are  shown.  Detailed  accounts  are  kept  oidy  of  the  four- 
ninths  share,  which  is  at  the  disposal  of  Government,  and  the 
accounts  show  at  a  glance  what  amount  is  available  for  general  edu- 
cational expenditure.  These  accounts  are  kept  by  the  Local  Agents  and 
are  at  present  generally  supervised  liy  the  Commissioner  and  th^ 
Board. 

12.  As,  however,  the  accounts  of  this  part  of  the  fund  substan- 
tially   consists     of    payments     under     proper    sanction,    the    Board    see    no 
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objection  wliatovor  to  the  acoount.s  heing  kept  up  in  the  Accountant- 
General's  office  and  to  the  expemliture  being  drawn  ironi  the  treasury 
on  the  same  forms  and  unch^r  the  same  i)rocedure  as  charges  of 
Government,  if  tlie  Government  are  willing,  without  throwing  any 
additional  charge  on  the  fund,  to  extend  to  a  fund  of  this  sort  the 
same  elaborate  control  and  audit  of  the  Accountant-General's  office  as 
applied  to  the  expenditure  of  Government  money  properly  so  called- 
It  will  be  necessary,  however,  to  give  considerable  powers  of  sanction 
for  hospital  contingencies  and  other  miscellaneous  expenditure  to  the 
Local  Agents. 

13.  It  will  be  thus  seen  that  the  I'oard  have  nothing  to  urge 
against  most  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Accountant-General.  as 
well  as  against  the  recommendation  to  leave  the  committee  to  manage 
the  receipts  of  a  miscellaneous  character,  which  belong  to  the  three- 
ninths  share  ;  but  as  regards  the  Syudpur  estate,  the  Board  doubt 
whether  it  would  gain  by  being  transferred  to  the  supervision  of  the 
Accountant-General's  office.  Although  the  expenditure  in  the  manage- 
ment of  an  estate  of  that  kind  needs  supervision,  it  is  necessarily  of 
a  very  elastic  character,  such  as  law  expenses,  stamps,  stationery,  and 
other  contingencies.  The  ordinary  fixed  establishment  is  easily  checked 
as  are  the  payments  for  land  revenue,  the  cesses,  and  the  dak  assess- 
ment. The  expenses  that  need  supervision  are  just  of  that  character, 
which  hardly  admit  of  the  somewhat  mechanical  control  which  the 
Account    Office    would    naturally    exercise. 

14.  Moreover,  in  managing  an  estate  there  is  as  a  rule,  quite  as  much 
if  not  more,  need  of  supervission  over  the  receipts,  especially  the  collections 
of  rents  and  cesses,  as  over  the  disbursements.  Where  speculation  has 
been  discovered  in  such  estates,  it  is  far  more  often  in  intercepting 
receipts  than  in  making  away  with  money  once  brought  upon  the  accounts 
•of  the  estate.  The  Board  doubt  whether  the  Accountant-General's 
office  will  be  quite  qualified  for  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  whether 
he  will  find  it'  easy  to  look  after  the  arrears  and  weigh  the  value  of 
the  explanations  given  ;  in  any  case  the  duty  will  be  a  novel  one. 
The  Board  would  fear  that  the  probable  result  of  the  Accountant- 
General's  proposal  might  be  to  relieve  the  Collector  from  the  super- 
vision now  exercised  over  him  by  the  Board  and  Commissioner 
without    substituting    for    it    any    other    effectual  control. 

15.  I  am,  therefore,  desired  to  recommend  that  the  Government 
should  leave  the  estate  under  the  control  of  the  Revenue  authorities 
and  be  content  with  its  receiving  the  same  supervision  as  the 
ward's  estates  do.  This  may  be  far  from  perfect,  but  it  is  as  much 
as    the    multifarious    duties    of   those    officers    admit    of. 

I   have    the  honour  to    be, 

Sir, 
Your   most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  H.  L.  HARRISON, 

Secretary. 
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Gknt.i.'ai,   Dei'aktment, 
Education. 

Xo.    501. 

From 

H.    L.    Harrison,  Esq., 

Oftg.    Socrefary    to    the    Oovoi-ninent    of    Bengal, 

To 

The     Secretaiy   to   the    Board    of    Revpniie, 

Land    Revenue    Department. 

Calcutta,    the  23rd    4.ugast    1879. 

Sir, 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  office 
letter  No.  271  A,  dated  18th  April  1879.  and  in  reply  to  say  that,  as 
regards  the  management  of  the  Syedpore  estate  in  Jessore.  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  Accountant-General  intended  to  propose  to  supervise  its 
management  as  understood  by  the  Board  ;  but  only  that  the  accounts 
of  its  receipts  and  expenditure  should  be  compile!  in  a  certain  specified 
form.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  agrees  with  the  Board,  that  so  far  as 
the  management  of  this  estate  is  concerned,  it  had  better  remain  un- 
altered ;  the  Board  supervising  it  precisely  as  they  supervise  Court  of 
Ward's  estates,  and  transferring  periodically  a  certain  definite  amount 
in    the    accounts    for    the    purposes    of    the    Trust. 

2.  This  amouut  should  be  fixed  at  the  maximum  sum,  which  can 
be  met  with  regularity  from  the  proceeds  of  the  estate,  so  that,  while 
on  the  one  hand  the  supplj-  of  funds  may  be  punctual  and  certain 
on  the  other  hand  the  balance  at  Jessore  may  not  be  more  than  will 
suffice  to  ensure  the  regular  credit  of  the  stipulated  amount.  The 
Board  jiropose  to  raise  this  annual  payment  to  Rs.  63,000  and  refer  to 
the  fact  that  a  surplus  of  Rs.  27,000  has  accumulated,  as  justifying  the 
probability    that    this    amount    can.    in    future,    he    remitted    annually. 

3.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  has  examined  the  annual  returns  of 
the  estate  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  doul)ts  whether  they  justify  this 
proposal.  If  the  present  balance,  which,  it  is  observed,  has  now 
fallen  to  less  than  Rs.  21.000.  is  more  than  sufficient  for  a  working 
balance,  the  surplus  must  be  separately  remitted  to  Hooghly,  as  it 
would  not  be  just  to  the  recipients  of  the  endowment,  and  especially 
to  the  Mutwalli  who  has  only  a  life-interest  in  it,  to  defer  the  divi- 
sion of  funds  which  have  already  accunmlated  ;  the  surplus  balance 
therefore,  and  the  intei'est  of  the  small  sum  invested  in  securities 
cannot  be  utilized  for  the  purpose  of  augmenting  thi'  annual  remit- 
tance. 

4.  Omitting  this  source  of  incOdOe.  it  appears  that  the  annual 
demand     is     now     Rs.     1,66,781.     and     judging     from     the    last    ton    years, 
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about    99   per    cent,    of   this    can    be    estimated    as    the    average    collections 
(say)    Rs.    1,65,200.     Against    this    the    charges    ai)pear    to   be — 


Land    Keveiiue 

...     Rs.  9o,2o« 

Cesses   (excess   of 

lilies   over 

demand  ) 

...       ,.       4.267 

Zemindari  dak 

.,         655 

Wards'    rate 

Total   Rs. 

...       ..         887 

l.Ol.tHJo 

The  sui-plus  is,  therefore,  only  about  Rs.  64,135  out  of  which 
all  charges  for  establishments,  contingencies,  and  the  excess  of  law 
charges  over  law  cost  recoveries,  have  to  be  met.  It  is  oljvious  that 
it  will  not  be  possible  to  remit  Rs.  63,000  out  of  this  balance,  and 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  thinks  that  for  the  present  the  liabilitj-  to 
remit    Rs.    60,000    annually    should    not    be    altered. 

5.  His  Honour  observes,  however,  that  a  very  large  arrear  demand 
of  over  Rs.  1,00,000  has  accumulated.  This  seems  altogether  excessive, 
and  the  Board  should  enquire  whether  it  cannot  be  considerably  re- 
duced. If  the  balance  in  hand  be  thereby  considerably  increased,  the 
surplus    should    be    separately    remitted   to    Hooghly    for  distribution. 

6.  This  payment  of  Rs.  60,000  per  annum  gives  Rs.  6,666  for 
each  one-ninth  share,  and  the  following  arrangements  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Trust  Fund  have  been  prescribed  in  communication  with 
the    Accountant-General. 

1st. — The  payment  will  l)e  made  by  the  Collector  of  Jessore  into  his 
own  treasury  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  5,000  upon  the  last  day  of  every  month, 
being  credited  in  his  cash  account  by  debit  to  the  account  of  the 
Syedpur  Estate.  The  first  monthlj'  payment  will  be  made  as  soon  as 
twelve  months  covered  by  the  last  annual  payment  of  Rs.  60,000  have 
expired.  The  Collector  wU  receive  instructions  from  the  Accountant- 
General  on  this  point. 

2nd. — The  amount  of  the  religious  endowment  being  three-ninths,  or, 
as  fixed  for  the  present.  Rs.  1,666  a  month,  will  be  payable  by  the 
Collector  of  Hooghly  upon  a  bill  drawn  by  the  Committee,  who  are 
administrators  of  the  endowment  for  each  month  upon  the  first  day 
of  the  next    month. 

ord. — The  Mutwalli's  share  of  one-ninth  will  be  paj-able  to  him  in 
the  same  way. 

4th. — The  next  share  of  four-ninths  is  subject  to  the  following 
monthly   charges,  but  is  otherwise  appropriable  to  secular  purposes  : — 

Present  sanctioned    scale. 
R.S.     A.  p. 

Imanibara   servants           ...                ...                 ...  750    0    0 

Pensions           ...                ...                ...                 ...  116  14  11 

Establishment  of  the  Local  Agents  at  Hooghly  100    0     0 

Hospital           ...                ...                ...                ...  609    6  11 

Law   charges  ...                 ...                 ...                ...  37     8     0 


Total   Rs.        ...    1,613  13  10 
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5th. — These  amounts  will  he  drawn  from  tlio  Hooghly  Treasury. 
The  allotment  for  Imamhara  servants  on  the  simple  receipt  of  the 
Committee  as  at  present,  and  the  remaining  charges  by  the  Local 
Agents  (the  Collector  and  Joint-Magistrate)  in  the  same  form,  and 
under  the  same  rules,  wliich  are  applicable  to  establishment,  contingent, 
and    miscellaneous    charges    of    Government. 

6th. — In  addition  to  the  income  of  the  Syudpore  Estate,  there  are 
various  miscellaneous  items  of  income  at  Hooghly,  viz.,  the  receipts 
derived  from  certain  lands,  ferries  and  ghats.  These  have  been  made 
over  to  the  (Committee  and  form  assets  of  the  three-ninths  share.  The 
receipts  and  disbursements  on  this  account  may  be  left  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Mutwalli  who  will  continue  as  at  present  to  remit  the 
proceeds  to  the  Committee,  and  these  items  need  not  be  brought  upon 
the  accounts.  But  in  addition  to  the  properties  belonging  to  the 
three-ninths  share,  there  is  a  small  property  which  belongs  to  all  the 
shares,  and  the  proceeds  belonging  to  the  four-ninths  and  one-ninth 
shares  under  Government  control  will,  when  received  from  the  Mutwalli. 
be  credited  under  the  head  of  ''  income  from  Endowments,  Hooghly 
property." 

7th. — The  charges  and  receipts  in  connection  with  ^lahomedan 
education  will  be  debited  and  credited  to  the  fund  l)y  the  Accountant- 
General. 

8th. — There  are  two  investments  in  connection  with  the  fund  :  (1)  the 
fixed  investment  of  Rs.  10,57,000,  formerly  called  the  Hooglily  College 
Fund.  On  this  investment  the  Accountant-General  will  draw  interest 
as  it  falls  due,  and  will  credit  it  to  the  fund.  (2)  The  variable  invest- 
ment of  the  surplus  balance  of  the  four-ninths  share  which  accumulates 
for  objects  connected  with  Mahomedan  education.  This  interest  will 
also   be    drawn    by    the    Accountant-General    and    credited    to  the    fund. 

9th. — A  detailed  account  of  the  fund  will  be  rendered  to  the 
Government  by  the  Accountant-General  in  accordance  with  Account  Code. 
The    following   are   the    heads  prescribed    for    classification  : — 


Receipts. 


Where  paid  in. 


Income  from   endowments — 

Syudpore    Trust   Estate  ...  ...  Jessore. 

Hooghly    Property    ...  ...  ...  Hooghly. 

Interest  on  fixed  investment   ...  ...  Accountant-General. 

Interest   on   vai-iable   investment  ...  Ditto. 

Education — 

Madrassah   fees  ...  ...  ...     Various  treasuries. 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  Ditto. 

Miscellaneous — 
Investment — 
Sale  of  securities  ...  ...  ...     Under     Government 


orders. 
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Expemliture. 

Education — 

Madrassahs   at    Dacca,   Hoogbly,    Rajsliahi 

and   Cliittagong 
Maulvies   in   Government  scLiools 
Mohsin    scholarsliips 

Medical — 
Hospital   and    dispensaries   A  ... 

Miscellaneous — 
Pensions   A 

Local   Agents"    establisiiment   A 
Law   charges   A 

Charges   against    Hooghly    properties 
Miscellaneous 

Public  Works- 
Educational   buildings 

Religious  endowment^ — 
Mutwalli's  one-ninth  share 
Committee's   three-ninths   share 
Imambara   establishment  A 

Investment — 
Purchase  of  securities 


Where  paid  in. 


Vai'ious  treasuries. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Hooghly. 


Hooghly. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


P.  \Y.  D. 

Hooghly. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Under     (Government 
orders. 


N.B. — Tlie    iteii's    niaiked  A  are    taken   against    the   four-ninths    share    or    the    secular   endowment. 

7.  The  Board  will  communicate  a  copy  of  this  order  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Presidency  Division,  and  also  to  tlie  Comun'ssioner 
of  Burdwan.  for  comnmnication  to  the  Local  Agents  and  Committee 
at    Hooghly. 

I    have    the    honour    to    be, 

SiK, 

Your    most    obedient    servantj 

'i^Sd.)  Illegiblk. 
Otfg.    iSecretavj-    to    the    Govt,    of    BengaL 
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No    25,    dated    Calcutta,    the    lOtli    May    1881. 

Fi-oni — Till"    Members    of    the    Committee    for   the  Management    of 
the    Hooghly    Imambara, 

To — The    Secretary     to     the     Government     of     Bengal,     Revenue 
Department. 

We  have  the  honour  to  call  youv  attention  to  the  dilapidated 
condition  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  and  to  the  urgent  necessity  of 
placing  the  building  in  a  state  of  thorough  repair.  ^V■e  have  felt  it 
our  duty  several  times  before  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  the 
Local  Agents  and  the  Commissioner.  The  last  cqmmurication  on  the 
subject  received  by  us  is  dated  29th  March  1878.  In  tliat  the 
Commissioner,  concurring  with  the  Local  Agents,  thinks  "that  the 
repairs  which  are  debitable  and  have  always  hitherto  l)een  paid  out 
of  the  three-ninths  share,  should  have  been  provided  for  by  the  Com- 
mittee, who  should  not  have  allowed  the  Imambara  to  fall  into  such 
disrepair  as  to  require  a  sum.  it  is  now  unable  to  furnish.  The 
Committee  should  provide  yearly  a  certain  amount  to  meet  the  requisite 
repairs,  and  farther,  the  Connnittee  should  take'  steps  t )  repay  the 
sum  already  borrowed  and  owing  to  the  four-ninths  share."  It  is 
needless  for  us  here  to  point  out  for  the  consideration  of  Government, 
that  the  present  Trustees  i-ender  their  sei-vices  of  supervision  and 
conti'ol  gratuitously,  and  that  control  and  su)  ervision  we  have  always 
exercised  in  such  matters  as  fall  within  the  purview  of  our  office  with 
scrupulous  regard  to  the  wishes  of  the  donor.  It  was  impossil)le  for 
us  to  make  any  reduction  in  the  ordinarj-  expenses  of  the  Iniambarah 
so  as  to  etiect  a  saving  for  the  purposes  of  repairs.  We  mentioned 
this  circumstance  repeatedly  in  our  numerous  communications  to  the 
Local  Agents  and  the  Commissioner.  We  pointed  out  that  there  was 
no  margin  in  the  three-ninth  share  which  would  enable  us  to  nieer,  the 
charges  necessary  for  a  thorough  repair.  No  notice  was  taken  of  our 
remarks,  and  the  question  was  simply  discussotl  upon  the  basis 
whether  repairs  should  l>e  paid  out  of  the  three-ninths  share  or  four 
ninths  share.  Admitting  that  the  repairs  are  primarily  chargeable  to 
the  three-ninths  share,  we  do  not  see  upon  a  jiroper  construction  of 
the  waqfnama  which  we  are  entitled  to  do,  that  we  are  precluded 
from  calling  upon  the  Government,  on  behalf  of  the  Mahomadan 
community  whose  interest  we  represent,  to  provide  from  the  four-ninilis 
share  the  expenses  requisite  for  the  repairs  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara, 
the  three-ninths  share  not  being  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  It  is  a 
mistaken  view  of  the  law.  we  submit  respectfully,  that  because  in  the 
waqufnamah    it    is    mentioned    that    repairs    should    primarily    'ne    p;iid    out 
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of   the    threo-nint.li   share,    under    no   circumstance    should    the   four-ninths 
share    be   chargealdo    with  anj-    exjiense  of   the  kind.       If    the    donor    had 
been    alive     at    the    present    moment,    he    would    not    have    insisted    upon 
such  construction    of   the   deed.       The    Government,    as    a    matter   of   fact, 
is    the  real  Mutwalli    of   the    Hooghly    Imambara,     and    we,     as     Trustees, 
feel    it   our   duty   to    urge    respectfully    the    necessity    of   its    making   some 
provision    for     the     repairs     of     the     building     which     it     holds    in     trust 
with     otlier     property    of     the    donor.       We     beg    to      mention     that     our 
position    as    Trustees  is  an    anomalous    one,    considering   that    we    have    no 
control    either    on    the    receipts    or   disbursements     of    the     endowment    as 
a    whole.       Under     Act     XX     of     1863,     we    are     simply     vested     with    a 
supervisionary     direction    over    the     Manager    or    Mutwalli.    to    whom     the 
Government  has  delegated  its  o.vn  duties  as    far    as    the    religious    jwrtion 
of   the    ti'ust    is    concerned.       The    charges    which    the     Commissioner    has 
thought    proper  to  bring  against  us  that   we    have    allowed    the    Imambara 
to   fall    into   disrepair   is    an    unjustifiable    accusation.       We    did    our    duty 
by     repeatedly     calling     the      attention     of     the     responsible     officers      of 
Government,    from   the    very    time    we    took     charge,     to    the  condition   of 
the    building   and    the   necessity  for    repairs  and   the  utter   impossibility  of 
meeting   the   expenses    of    the    repairs    from    the    sum  allowed     for  religi- 
ous   purposes,    but    found    ourselves    always    travelling    in    a     circle.       We 
beg     again      to    call     the     attention     of     Government     to     the     condition 
of   the    building,    and     leave     it    to    decide     whether    it     will    allow     the 
Imambara    to     go     into     disrepair     upon     a      technical      construction      of 
the     deed,     or    whether    it     would     grant    a    sufficient     sum    out     of    the 
four-ninth     share    to   meet   the    charges     for   the    necessary    repairs.       We 
would     refer     to     paragraph     9     of     letter    No.     4036,      dated     the     30th 
October     1863,    from     the      Officiating     Secretary     to   the    Government    of 
Bengal,    in    support    of     our    view     that,     when     the     three- ninths     share 
is    not    sufficient    to    meet     the    expenses     of    the     repairs    such     expenses 
should     be    paid     out     of    the     interest     <if     the     accumulated   fund.       The 
passage     to     which     we    refer   runs    thus  : — "  Accordingly,    it    was    declared 
that    in   pursuance    of    those    principles    there    remained    at    the    disposal   of 
Government    for   general   purposes    of   a    beneficent    nature,   first,   one-ninth 
of  the  annual    income   fi'om   th"    zemindai'i  ;    second,    the   lapsed    pensions, 
etc.  ;    third,    the    entire  amount  arising   from  the   Interest  on  the  accumu- 
lated   fund    and    the    Government    directed    that    after    setting    apart    from 
this   last    mentioned    fund    such    amount   as  might   be  necessary   to  provide 
appropriate    buildings,    including    the    charges     of    rebuilding    or    lepairing 
Imambara'  and    other    religious  edifices  if  it  should  be  necessary  to    renew 
these,  the  whole  of  the  remiinder  should  be  considered    as    a    trust    fund, 
the    interest    of    which,  with  the  other  items  might  be  appropriated  to  the 
purposes  of  education." 


No.    316  T. 


Forwarded     in    original     to    the     Board     of     Revenue,     in     the     Land 
Revenue     Department,    for    the    favour    of   a    full    and    early    report,    which 
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should    lie    acooinpaiiRMl    by     a     statonioiit     of     the     pi't'sout     state     ol'     the 
Imamhara     funds,     the     alletjed     iinlobtednoss     of    tlu^     three-ninths    share, 
the    present    state    of    the    liuildings.    and    tlii^    probable    cost    of    repairs. 
The    return    of    original    papers    is    requested. 

By    order    of   tlu;    Lieutenant-Governor    of    Bengal, 

(Sd.)    A.   MACKENZIE. 
Secretary  to   the    G  )\^ernment    of    Bengal. 

Dakjeemng, 
Revenue    Department, 

Land    Revenue. 
The    26th    May    1881. 
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rom 


To 


No.   43;^>  A. 

11.    .).    S.    Cotton,    Esq., 

Officiating   Secretary    to   the    Board    of    Kevenue,    L.    P., 

The    Secretary    to   the    Government    of    Bengal,    General    l)e|>t. 
Dated    Fort    William,    the    12th    July    1881. 


Sir, 


I  am  direeied  to  acknowlege  receipt  of  your  endorsement 
No.  316  T.,  dated  26th  May  1881,  forwarding  for  report  an  application 
dated  10th  May  1881,  from  the  Members  of  the  Committee  for  the 
Management  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara,  asking  that  the  cost  of  the 
repairs  of  the  Imambara  may  be  debited  to  the  surplus  proceeds  of 
the   ^ths    shai-e   of   the   endowment. 

2.  In  reply,  I  am  directed  to  submit  herewith  copy  of  a  report 
furnished  by  the  Commissioner  of  Burdwan,  No.  254,  dated  24th  June 
1881,    and    to    oliserve    as    follows. 

3.  Tiiere  is  no  doubt  that  the  Towleutnama,  or  deed  of  trusteeship 
executed  by  the  late  Hadjee  Mahomed  Mohsin,  according  to  which  the 
surplus  proceeds  of  the  Syudpore  Estate,  after  paying  the  Government 
revenue,     were     to    be    divided    into   nine    equal    shares,    directed    that    the 

See  enclosures  from  Legal  Re-     ^^'^^     three    shares    (or    the    ^ths    share    as    it    is 
membrancer  to  Govenmient.  with     called)  were  to  be  aiipropriated  to    the    expenses 

Government  order  to  address  of  the  .    . 

Board,  No.  4036,  dated  30tli  of  the  religious  observances  for  the  Prophet 
and  his  descendants,  for  the  other  appointed 
festivals,  and  for  the  repairs  of  the  Imambara  and  burying  ground.  It 
was  the  intention,  therefore,  of  the  testator  that  the  ^ths  share  should 
provide  the  expenditure  which,  the  Committee  who  control  the  manage- 
ment of  that  share,  desire  should  now  be  defrayed  by  the  Jths  share. 
The  tUhs  share  amounts  to  a  sum  of  Rs.  20.000  per  annum.  This  sum 
,  „    ,  is    paid    monthly    by    the    Collector    of    Hooghly 

bee  paragraph  b   of  Govermiieut  i  -i        i  •  <=■      -^ 

order  to  the  address  of  the  Board     upon    a    bill    drawn    by    the    Committee    who  are 

No.  501,  dated  23rd  August  1879.  i      •    •    i       ^  f       ii  j  ^  j        ii 

"  administrators     ot      the     endowment,     and      the 

entire  control  over  the  expenditure  vests  in  ihe  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee. In  addi*"ion  to  this  fixed  income  there  are  various  miscellaneous 
items  of  income  at  Hooghly,  viz.,  the  receipts  derived  from  certain 
lands,  ferries,  and  ghats  which  are  made  over  to  the  Committee  and 
form  part  of  the  ^ths  share.  There  is  no  account  kept  of  these  items, 
but  their  receipt  goes  to  swell  the  amount  of  the  religious 
endowment    at    the    disposal    of   the    Mutwalli    and    the    Committee. 

4.  It  has  often  been  proposed  (but  it  has  never  3^et  been 
directed)  that  the  cost  of  repairing  the  Imambara  should  be  defrayed, 
not    by   the    three-ninths   share    only,    but    also    by    the    four-ninths    share, 
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and  in  paragraph  5  of  a  report  from  the  Local  Agent  of  Hooghly, 
No.    42,    dated    28th    April    1875,    it    was    stated  :— 

"  I  would  here  beg  to  remind  you  that  in  the  event  of  the  funds 
to  the  credit  of  the  three-ninths  shave  not  being  sufficient  to  meet 
the  cost  of  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  Imambara,  funds  for  the 
purpose  will  have  to  lie  provided  from  tlie  savings  to  the  credit  of 
of  the  four-ninths  share.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  respectfully 
deprecate  the  transfer  to  the  Mahomedan  endowment  Fund  of  any 
part  of  the  surplus  of  the  income  of  the  four-ninths  share  or  savings 
which  have  accumulated  in  the  Local  Agent's  hands  to  the  credit 
of   that   share." 

The  Government  orders  upon  this  representation  are  contained  in 
paragraph  3  of  the  Government  letter  to  the  address  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Burdwan  No.  1692,  dated  29th  May  187.5,  in  the  Education 
Department    as    follows  : — 

'■  The  Lieutenant  Governor  agrees  in  the  opinion  expressed  in  the 
5th  jjaragraph  of  the  Local  Agent's  letter  that  in  the  event  of  the 
three-ninths  share  falling  short  of  what  is  required  for  the  religious 
objects  of  the  trust,  it  might  reasonably  be  expected  that  the  deficit 
should  be  supxjlied  from  the  surplus  of  the  four-ninths  sliare ;  and 
accordingly  it  would  be  His  Honour's  wish  to  deal  with  the  .surjilus 
and  the  accumulations  of  that  share  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  a 
sufficient  margin  to  meet  any  claim  of  this  kind  which  might  be 
likely  to  be  made.  But  I  am  at  the  same  time  to  repeat  that  the 
surplus  income  of  the  four-ninths  share,  and  the  accrued  accumulations 
of  it,  are  assets  of  the  Mahomed  Mohsin  Education  Endowment 
Fund,  and  that  the  Government  is  at  fnll  liberty  to  expend  them  at 
its  discretion  for  the  advancement  of  Mahomedan  education.  It  has 
already  been  determined  that  the  cost  of  erecting  Madrassas  at  Dacca, 
Chittagong,  and  Rajshahye  shall  be  debited  to  these  assets  of  the 
fund. 

5.     The    total    amount    of    the  four-ninths  share    is    Rs.  26,666    a  year 
or    Rs.    2,222    a    month.       The  charges  debitable 

Tbe  detail  of  charges    given    in  . 

this  letter  is  apparently  reproduced  to  this  share  accorduig  to  the  scale  reproduced 
Swan'^iette'Tol^rrdatel  i^  clause  4,  paragraph  6  of  the  Government 
29th  January  1864,  to  the  address     letter    No.    501,    dated    23rd    August  •  1879.    and 

of  the  Board.  ii  • 

the  charges  now  actually  incurred  according 
to  subsequent  sanction  given  from  time  to  time  by  the  Government, 
Board,  and  Commissioner  (and  some  of  which  seem  to  have  received 
no   proper    sanction)   stand    side    by    side    as    follows  : — 

Scale  accordinij  „    ,        ^     „ 

to  the  Government  Scale  actually 


order  cited. 


in  force. 


Rs.     A.    p.  Rs.     A.  P. 

Imambara  servants                     ...        750    0    0  787  12  5 

Pensions   ...                ...               ...        116  14  11  26    5  4 

Local  Agent's   establishment   ...        100    0    0  51    0  0 

Hospital    ...                ...                ...        609    6  11  716    2  8 

Law   charges  ...  ...  37    8    0  


Total  ...      1,613  13  10  1,.581    4    5 


546 


().     Jii    a    comnmnication    No.    68;^  A,    dated    :23rd    September    1880,    of 

The  allotment  for  the  Imambaiu     ^vliicli     a     Copy     was     Submitted    to   Government 

servants  is  under  the  control  of     with    this    office     No.    666  A.    o£    tile    Same  day's 

the     OoMiniittee  ;     the     remaining  i  i  i     •      . 

charges  are  controlled  hy  the  Local     date,    the    IJoard    ini'ormed    the    Commissioner    of 
^'^"  "■  Burdwan    that    the    scale  of  expenditure  actually 

in  force  was  to  be  accepted  as  the  sanctioned  scale,  and  authorized 
the  Local  Agents  and  the  Committee  to  regulate  the  details  of 
expenditure  within  tlic  limit  of  each  of  tlio  headings  so  long  as  the 
total  amount  sanctioned  for  each  of  the  headings  was  not  exceeded 
within  the  year.  The  total  sanctioned  yearly  expenditure  being, 
therefore  CRs.  1,581-4-5  x  12),  Rs.  18,975-5,  and  the  actual  assets  of 
^     ,  ,         .     the    four-ninths      share    being     Rs.      26,666    an 

Llause    8    of   paragraph  6    of  .  . 

Governnieot  order  No.  501,  dated     annual    available   surplus    remains    of   Rs.    7,691. 
"^"^         ■  Under  the  *orders  in  force  this  surplus    balance 

is    invested    and     accumulated     for    objects     connected     with     Mahomedan 
education. 

7.  The  facts  being  as  above  stated,  it  remains,  with  the  Govern- 
ment to  decide  whether  any  contribution  should  now  be  made  from 
the  surplus  assets  of  the  four-ninths  share  on  account  of  the  repairs 
of  the  Imambara.  These  funds  are  at  present  devoted  to  the  en- 
couragement of  Mahomedan  education,  and  the  Board  have  no  control  or 
concern  whatever  in  the  disposal  of  this  surplus.  It  would,  seem 
however,  that  if  the  principle  is  admitted  of  making  a  grant  from 
this  surplus  in  aid  of  repairs  upon  which  the  assests  of  the  three- 
ninths  share  should  properly  be  exjDended,  it  would  be  desirable  before 
making  any  grant  to  ascertain  more  precisely  the  condition  of  the 
accounts  of  tlie  three-ninths  share.  The  Board  have  no  cognizance 
of  the  administration  of  the  large  sums  of  money  annually  paid  awaj 
to  the  Mutwalli  and  the  Committee  on  account  of  the  three-ninths 
share.  The  Accountant-General,  Bengal,  also  exercises  no  audit  over 
this  expenditure.  The  Board  would,  therefore,  suggest  to  Govern- 
ment that  it  might  be  well  to  ask  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  furnish  some  account  of  the  annual  expenditure  incurred 
by  them  ;  and  it  i.s  probable  that  from  an  examination  of  this 
statement  the  necessity  or  otherwise  of  a  grant-in-aid  from  the  assests 
of  the  four-ninths  share  could  be  inferred  with  greater  confidence 
than   at    present. 

8.  The  Board  agree  with  the  Commissioner  that  it  would  be 
advisable,  if  it  is  eventually  determined  to  make  a  grant,  to  cause 
an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  repairs  to  be  prepared  by  the  officers  of 
the    Public    Works    Department. 

9.  The    original   petition   is    herewith   returned. 

I    have    the    honour    to    be, 
Sib, 
Your   most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)   H.  J.    S.   COTTON, 

Otfg.    Secretary 
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No.    25-1,    dated    Chinsura,    the    24tli    June    1881. 
From — J.    Beamks,    Esq.,    Offg.    Commissioner    of     the     Burdwan 
Division. 

To — The    Secretary    to   the    Board  of    Revenue,    L.  P. 

I     have    the    honour    to    report     on    the     petition     of     the     Hooghly 
Imambara    Committee    received    with    your    No.    387A.    dated   3rd   June. 

2.  The  petitioners  represent  that  the  Imambarah  building  is  in 
a  dilapidated  state,  and  that  the  funds  of  the  three-ninths  share  are 
insufficient  to  pay  for  the  repairs  ;  they,  therefore,  pray  for  assistance 
from    the    four-ninths     share. 

3.  It  is  hardly  correct  to  say  that  the  building  is  dilapidated. 
It  wants  certain  amount  of  repair,  chiefly  renewal  of  plaster  on  outer 
walls,  and  here  and  there  a  new  beam  in  the  roof,  but  in  other 
res]iects  it  is  in  excellent  order,  both  within  and  without.  I  visit  it 
frequently    and    do   not    think    it    is    in    need    of   very    extensive    repairs. 

4.  It  must,  also,  be  JDorne  in  mind,  in  considering  this  and 
similar  applications,  that  the  building  is  very  lai-ge,  and  elaborately 
decorated.  It  was  built,  retjardless  of  expense,  by  the  late  ^lutwalli, 
Syed  Keramat  AH,  and  is  not  only  larger  than  is  required  for  (he 
purposes  to  which  it  is  devoted,  but  larger  than  the  funds  of  the 
three-ninths    share    can    well   afford   to   maintain. 

5.  It  must  also  be  remembered  that  we  have  no  control  over 
the  expenditure  of  the  three-ninths  share  ;  and  it  has  often  struck 
me  that  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  waste  in  this  direction.  For 
instance,  at  the  Mohurrum  festival  preparations  are  made  on  a  very 
grand  scale,  but  the  concourse  of  people  is  not  so  gi-eat  as  one 
would  expect  from  the  preparations  made.  .  With  a  less  pretentious 
building,  and  more  economy  in  internal  management,  it  is  possible  that 
the    three -ninth    share    might    amplj-     suffice   for    the    calls    made    on    it. 

6.  I  now  proceed  to  discuss  the  principal  question  in  the  case 
whether  if  the  funds  of  the  ^ths  share  are  inadequate  to  the  mainten- 
ance   of   the    building,   a    contribution    can    be    made    from    the    |th    share 

7.  In  order  to  make  mj-  report  complete,  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary for  me  to  give  the  whole  history  of  the  well-known  Mohsin 
Fund.  I  assume  that  the  Board  are  well  acquainted  with  this  subject, 
and  I  confine  myself  to  indicating  sush  facts  of  the  very  voluminous 
correspondence  as  will  help  us  in  ascertaining  what  are  the  orders  of 
Govei'nment    on    this    point. 

8.  The  division  of  the  property  into  nine  shares,  and  the  further 
division  into  three,  two  and  four-ninths  were  made  by  the  founder, 
Mohamed  Mohsin,  himself,  and  in  the  wakf  or  Deed  of  appropriation 
he  included  the  repairs    of   the    Imambarah   in    the    objects    to    which   the 
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three-ninths  sliaro  should  Ijo  applied.  Tlie  old  Imdnibara  of  his  days 
is  still  standing.  It  is  a  very  modest  building,  less  than  one  quarter 
the  size  of  the  new  and  splendid  editiee  witli  wliich  the  trustees  have 
since    burdened    themselves. 

9.  The  first  important  hotter  of  recent  date  wliicli  1  sliull  refer 
to  is  Government  No.  4036,  dated  3()th  October  1863,  to  address  of 
Board.  In  the  Legal  llemembrancer's  report  attached  to  this  letter, 
the  Board  will  find  a  complete  summary  of  the  proceedings  from  the 
creation  of  the  endowment  up  to  tliat  date.  From  paragraphs  7,  8, 
and  9  of  the  Government  letter,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  yths  share 
was  then  assigned  "  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  Imambara,  "  and 
that  the  charge  of  reljuilding  or  repairing  the  Imambara  has  somehow 
got  transferred  to  the  f,ths  share  (see  clause  3  of  paragraph  9),  although 
it  is  admitted  in  paragraph  5  that  the  repairs  were  originally  debita- 
ble  to  the  ijths  share,  and  the  ^ths  share  was  originally  applicable  to 
secular   purposes,    namely,    for    establisliment    and    pensions. 

10.  The  next  letter  I  shall  quote  is  Government  No.  3494,  dated 
20th  November  1874,  to  the  address  of  this  office.  This  letter  was 
written  from  the  Educational  Department.  It  will  be  observed  that  in 
paragraph  4,  clause  (c)  of  this  letter,  repairs  of  the  Imambai-a  are  not 
included    in    the    objects   to    which    the    f^ths    share   could    be    applied. 

11.  In  Mr.  Reynold's  No.  1692,  dated  29th  May  1875,  in  the 
Educational  Department,  to  the  address  of  this  office,  it  is  said:  "in 
the  event  of  the  income  from  the  yths  share  falling  short  of  what  is 
required  for  the  religious  objects  of  the  trust,  it  might  reasonably  be 
expected  that  the  deficits  should  be  supplied  from  the  surplus  of  the 
-yths  share."  At  that  time  it  appears  that  a  monthly  sum  of 
Rs.  707-10-8  was  regularly  paid  from  the  yrJis  share  towards  tlie  salaries 
of   the    Imambara    establishment. 

12.  But  although  Government  appears  to  have  admitted  the  justice 
of  this  claim,  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  primary  and  legitimate 
destination  of  the  yths  siiare  with  its  accumulations  was  the  mainten- 
ance of  Mahomedan  education  throughout  Bengal,  as  laid  down  in  the 
wellknown  resolution  of  tlu'  29tli  .Iidy  1873.  in  the  Educational  Bepart- 
ment. 

13.  In  tlie  correspondence  ending  with  Government  No.  219,  dated 
26th  .January  1876,  Land  Uevenue,  to  address  of  IJoard.  tlie  only 
point  material  to  our  present  subject  is  that  the  contribution  for 
Imambara  establishments  from  the  yths  share  is  limited  to  a  sum  of 
Rs.  7.oO  a  month,  and  it  will  be  observed  that  nothing  is  said  about 
contributions    for    repairs. 

14.  The  present  practice  as  ri'gards  collection  and  disburst-ment  of 
the  trust  fund  is  based  upon  Government  orders  No.  501,  dated  23rd 
August  1879,  Educational  Department,  to  address  of  Board.  In 
that  letter,  paragraph,  6,  clause  4,  the  charges  against  the  f,tlis 
share  are  given  at  Rs.  1,613-13-10  a  month,  and  subject  to  this  charge 
the    whole    of   this    share    is  appropriable    to  secular  purposi-s. 


549 


15.  Ill  the  detailuJ  classifioatiuu  appended  to  this  letter  the  heads 
of  expenditure  are  given.  The  accounts  are  kept  bj'  the  Accountant- 
General,  neither  in  this  ofi&ce  nor  in  that  of  the  Local  Agents  is  there 
any    record    of   them. 

16.  It  is  for  Government  to  decide  whether  any  aid  should  be 
given  to  the  Committee  towards  repairing  the  building.  Although 
there  are  expressions  here  and  there  in  the  correspondence  which 
favour  the  view  that  the  repairs  may  be  a  charge  on  the  ^ths  share, 
yet  I  do  not  think  the  general  tone  of  the  correspondence  supports  this 
view. 

17.  If  it  be  determined  to  grant  the  aid  prayed  for.  I  would 
suggest  that  the  building  be  hrst  examined  by  an  officer  of  the  Public 
Works  Department,  and  a  proper  estimate  prepared.  The  Committee  do 
not  as  far  as  my  experience  goes  exercise  any  very  strict  control  over 
the  proceedings  of  the  the  Matawalll,  who  is  inexperienced,  and  not  a 
very  good  man  of  business.  An  estimate  framed  by  him  would  be 
open   to   some   doubt. 

18.  The    petition    is    returned    herewith. 
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No.    868  T.,    dated    Darjeeling,    tlie    30tli    July    1881. 
From — A.     Mackenzie,    Esq.,     Secretary     to    the    Government    of 
Bengal.    Revenue    Department, 

To — The    Members     of    the    Committee    for     the    Management    of 
the  Hooghly    Imambara. 

With  refei-ence  to  your  letter  No.  25,  dated  10th  May  1881, 
I  am  directed  to  say  that  if  you  can  show  that,  after  a  careful  and 
economical  administration  of  the  funds  now  at  your  disposal,  you 
are  unable  to  keep  the  Hooghly  Imambara  in  proper  repair.  Govern- 
ment may  possibly  make  a  grant  from  the  surplus  proceeds  of  the 
|ths  share  of  the  endowment  for  this  purpose.  You  have,  however, 
filed  no  accounts  to  show  in  what  manner  you  are  spending  the 
moneys  at  your  disposal,  and  have  not  explained  why  funds  cannot 
be  made  available  from  the  fths  share  for  the  repair  of  the  building. 
Until  this  is  done,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  cannot  entertain  your 
application.  The  Commissioner  reports  that  unnecessary  outlay  is  in- 
curred upon  the  ceremonial  of  the  Imambai'a,  quite  out  of  proportion 
to  the  number  of  worshippers  attending  it,  and  that  more  economy 
might    be    exercised   generally    in    the  management    of   the   iyths    share. 


No.    869  T. 
Copy  forwarded  for   the    information    of   the    Board    of    Revenue,    with 
reference  to   Mr.    Cotton's   letter   No.    433   A.,    dated   12th  July   1881. 

By  order  of  the    Lieutenant-Governor    of    Bengal, 

(Sd.)  A.   Mackenzie, 
Secretary    to  the    Government    of    Bengal. 

Dakjeeling, 
The   30th   July    1881. 
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Memo.  No.  870T..  dated,   Darjeeling,  the  30th  July  1881. 
From — A.     Mackenzie.     Esq.,     Secretary    to    the    Government    of 
Bengal,  Revenue  Dept., 

To — The  Public   Works  Department  of  this   Government. 

The  Secretary  in  the  Public  Works  Department  of  this  Govern- 
ment is  requested  to  be  good  enough  to  obtain  and  forward  to  this 
Department  a  detailed  report  from  the  Superintending  Engineer  on  the 
condition  of  the  Hooghly  Imanbara,  and  an-  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
any    repairs    needed    to   the    building. 


552 


No.  1931B.,  dated  Calcutta,  the  20th  vSeptember  1881. 
Kndorsed  by  the  Government  of  Bengal,  Puhlic  Works    Dept. 

Forwarded  to  the  Revenue  Department  of  this  Government,  with 
reference  to  that  Department's  No.  870T.,  dated  30th  July  last.  The 
detailed    plans    and    estimate    referred    to    will    be    forwarded    on    receipt. 


No.  4805,  dated,  Chinsurah,  the  6th  September  1881. 
From — L.    Roberts,    Esq.,    U.    E.,    Executive    Engineer,    Burdwan 
Division, 

To — The  Superintending  Engineer,  Central  Circle. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
No.    5165   of   9th    ultimo,    with   takeed   No.    5530   of   the    25th   ultimo. 

2.  Enclosed  I  beg  to  forward  for  information  a  general  report  on 
the  site    of   the    Hooghly    Imambara. 

3.  The  detailed  estimate  and  plans  of  the  building  will  be  taken 
up  as  soon  as  ever,  I  have  been  able  to  submit  the  quadrennial 
repair  estimates  of  the  Division,  which,  to  the  amount  of  some 
Rs.    70,000   are   still   due. 


No.  6128,  dated  Calcutta,  the  15th  September  1881. 

Memo,      by — A.    J.     Hughes,    Esq.,       Officiating     Superintending 
Engineer,    Central  Circle. 

Copy  of  above,  and  of  its  enclosure,  submitted  to  the  Chief 
Engineer,  Bengal,  for  information,  in  reply  to  Bengal  Government's 
No.  1377B..  of  6th  ultimo,  with  the  intimation  that  on  receipt  of  the 
detailed   plans    and    estimate   they    will    be    submitted. 

Report  on  the  condition  of  the  Hooghlj-  Imambara  with  respect  to 
repairs    now   necessary. 

The  Imambara  buildings  are  in  three  difiereut  blocks,  comprising 
(1)  the  main  Imambara  with  courtyard  in  centre  ;  (2)  the  Mutwalli's 
quarters  on  the  east  side  of  the  main  Imambara  buildings  ;  (3)  a 
serai  for  travellers  with  coach-houses  and  stables  erected  opposite  the 
Imambara   entrance    and    across    the   public    road. 

(1)  Main  Imambara  buildings. — There  is  a  tolerably  correct 
ground  floor  plan  of  this  block  with  elevations,  but  no  upper  floor 
plans  and  no  sections.  All  ground  floor  verandahs  and  courtyai'ds  are 
paved  with  stone  in  excellent  condition,  and  needing  only  cleaning  and 
pointing. 

Floors — All  the  ground  floor  room  floors  and  bath  verandah  and 
room  floors  of  upper  storey  are  terraced.  They  are  rather  out  of 
repair,  and  will  probably  want  10  per  cent,  of  their  total  area 
renewed    with     beaten     soorkee    plaster.       The    floors    of   the    north    range 
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of  the  quadrangle  uoiistituting  the  Iniambaia  proper  are  stone  paved 
throughout  except  the  lobby,  which  has  a  marble  floor.  These  are 
in    good    preservation    and   will  need    only   cleaning. 

Hoofs — The  roofs  generally  are  in  good  order  and  will  want  very 
few   patch    i-epairs. 

Walls — The  walls  of  the  block  are  apparently  in  a  thoroughly  sound 
condition  and  need  only  be  sand  rubbed  or  whitewashed,  as  the  case 
may  be,  with  unimpoi'tant  patch  repairs  to  plaster.  In  the  vicinity 
of  the  two  towers,  however,  which  have  settled  considerably,  the  arches 
and  walls  have  been  cracked.  It  will  be  necessary  here,  therefore,  to 
renew    all    the     arches    and    repair   the    arches    in    the    walls. 

Timber  work. — From  a  cursory  observation,  I  think  ab.out  10  per 
cent,  of  the  beams  of  the  east,  west  and  north  ranges  and  perhaps 
five  per  cent,  of  the  burgahs  will  have  to  be  renewed  ;  also  a  few  of 
the  door  sills  such  as  are  exposed  to  rain.  The  north  range  is  in 
much  better  preservation  and  will  require  very  few  timbers  renewed. 
At  the  entrance  of  this  range,  however,  there  is  a  shingle  roofed 
verandah,  about  100'  x  25'  carx'ied  upon  architraves  resting  on  pillars. 
This  roof  with  the  architraves  must  be  replaced,  the  rafters  being 
allowed    to   stand. 

Alterations. — In  the  way  of  alteration  the  Mutwalli  wishes  six 
windows  opened  out  (6'  x  -4')  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  east  range 
of   this    block. 

Doors  and  windows. — The  doors  and  windows  of  the  block  are  in 
very   good    preservation    and    will    require    little    repairs. 

Painting. — The  whole  of  the  wood-work  must  receive  two  coats  of 
paint. 

(2)  Mutwalli's  quarters. — These  quarters  are  in  need  principally  of 
sand  rubbing,  whitewashing  and  painting.  It  would  appear  that  very- 
few  of  the  timbers  require  changing.  The  Mutwalli  complains,  however^ 
that  the  building  is  damp,  and  I  think  it  should  be  asphalted 
throughout. 

The  servants'  quarters  are  a  very  old  range  of  buildings  and  will 
need  most  of  their  roof  timbers  changed,  and  the  roof  itself  half  terraced 
throughout. 

[y>)  SeraL — This  building  with  the  coach  houses  and  stables  attached 
will  require  sand  rubbing,  wliitewashing  and  painting  throughout,  mth 
only  a  small  proportion  of  the  roof  timbers  changed.  Its  floors  and 
roofs    are    in    good    order. 

(Sd.)  L.  ROBERTS,  c.e.. 
Executive    Engineer,    Burdwan    Division. 
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No.  1331 B.,  dated    Calcutta,    the    15th    April    1882. 
From — 0.     HoEBNLE.      Esq.,     Offg.    Assistant     Secretary     to     the 
Government    of    Bengal,  Public    Works    Department, 

To — The     Secretary     to     the     Government     of     Bengal,     Revenue 
Department. 

Witli  reference  to  the  Revenue  Department's  office  memorandum 
No.  870  T — B,  dated  1st  ultimo,  and  in  continuation  of  this  office 
Na  1931 B,  dated  20th  Septeml)er  last,  the  undersigned  has  the  honour 
to  forward  herewith  the  estimate  amounting  to  Rs.  24,834,  for  execut- 
ing thorough  repairs  to  the  Imambara  buildings  at  Hooghly,  together 
with    plans    (five)    of   the    buildings. 
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No.    1346—481  L.K.,    dated    Calcutta,    the    28rd    May    1882. 
From — C.    S.    Bayley,  Esq.,  Offg.  Under-Secretary  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal.  Revenue    Department. 

To — The     Secretary     to     the    Board     of     Revenue     in    the    Land 
Revenue   Department. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  No,  433  A,  dated  the  12th  July  1881, 
I  am  directed  to  request  that  the  Board  will  be  so  good  as  to  submit, 
in  consultation  with  the  Accountant-General,  a  report  showing  the  precise 
financial  position  of  the  four-ninths  share  of  the  net  income  of  the 
Hooghly  Imambara  property  and  to  state  what  sum.  if  any,  could  be 
made  available  from  this  source  for  the  repairs  of  the  Imambara 
buildings 
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No.    41,   dated    Calcutta,    the  June    1882, 

From — The  Members   of   the  Committee    for    the  Management    of 
the    Hooghly    Imambara, 

To — Tlie  Offg.    Under-Secretary   to  the   Government    of   Bengal. 

With  reference  to  ^Ir.  Mackenzie's  letter  No.  868T.,  dated  the  30th 
July  1881,  and  yours  dated  the  23rd  May  last,  we  have  the  honour  to 
forward  herewith  an  account,  drawn  up  in  the  office  of  the  Hooghly  Imam- 
barah,  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  connected  with  the  institution 
for  the  last  12  years,  viz.,  from  April  1869  to  March  1881,  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  Mutwalli  to  this  office,  dated  the  2-4th 
December  1881.  and  a  copy  of  the  letter  No.  52  of  the  13th  June  1881, 
from   the    Mutwalli  to  the  Local   Agents. 

The  accompanying  accounts  will  enable  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  to  understand  exactly  the  financial  position  of  the  Imambara 
and  our  inability  to  suggest  any  economy  in  the  expenditure  connected 
therewith. 

The  religious  observances  are  conducted  as  economically  as  possible, 
and  the  establishment,  in  our  opinion,  admits  of  no  reduction.  We  regret 
to  find  that  the  Commissioner  holds  a  contrary  opinion  ;  but  when  it  is 
considered  that  the  prices  of  provisions  have  increased  largely  within  the 
last  10  or  12  years,  and  that  no  difference  can  possibly  be  made  in  the 
religious  ceremonies  observed  in  the  Imambara,  we  think  Government  will 
have  little  difficulty  in  agreeing  witli  us  that  the  economy  which  is  urged 
upon    us    is    out    of    the    question. 

We  have  given  our  l^est  attention  to  the  question,  and  we  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  instead  of  any  reduction  in  the  expenditure, 
it  is  necessary,  if  the  Imambara  is  to  maintain  its  religious  prestige 
among  the  community,  that  there  should  be  an  increase.  We  are  not 
prepared,  however,  at  present  to  move  Government  on  this  point,  but 
we  think  that  unless  a  grant  is  made  to  us  from  the  surplus  funds  of 
the  four-ninths  share  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  Imambara,  the 
institution  will  fall  into  decay  and  ruin.  The  need  of  placing  the  Imam- 
bara in  a  thorough  state  of  repair  is  most  urgent,  and  we,  therefore 
trust  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  will  be  pleased  to  inake  a 
special   grant   to   enable   us   to   have   the    Imambara   repaired    thoroughly. 


No.   138,  dated    Hojghly,    the    24th    December    1881. 
From— MouLvi     Ashrafuddin     Ahmkd.    Mutwalli    of     the    Hooghly 
Imambara. 

To — The      Committee     of      Management     of      the      Imambara      of 
Hooghly. 

With  reference  to  the  Bengal  Government  No.  868T.,  of  the  30th 
July,  copy  of  which  Aras  forwarded  to  me  with  your  No.  47  of  the  2nd 
August  last,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  three  statements  of  accounts 
showing  the    credits,    debits,    etc.,    in    the  three-ninths  share  of  the  Mohsin 
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FuikI  ill  my  hand,  the  first  from  April  18(5!)  to  February  1876,  com- 
IM-isiiig  a  period  of  six  years  and  11  nipuths  under  the  administration  of 
the  Local  Agents,  the  second  from  Mai'ch  1876  to  March  1881,  a  period 
of  five  years  and  one  month  under  your  management,  and  the  third 
from  April  1869  to  March  1881.  including  a  total  of  12  years  under 
both,  along  with  a  copy  of  this  office  No.  52.  dated  the  13th  June  last,  and 
beg  to  inform  you  that  the  reasons  why  funds  cannot  be  made  available 
from  the  three-ninths  share  for  the  rejjairs  of  the  building  are  given  in 
the  above  letter  No.  52,  copy  of  which  was  forwarded  to  you  by  this 
office   No.    53   of   the    21st   June  1881. 

As  for  unnecessary  outlay  upon  the  ceremonials  of  the  Imambara, 
1  beg  leave  to  state  that  all  possible  economy  lias  already  been  exercised 
in  the  management  of  the  three-ninths  share,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
accounts.  Besides  the  expenses  now  incurred,  I  believe  you  are  well 
aware  that  it  is  scarcely  equal  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  worshippers 
attending  the  Imambara  during  the  solemn  occasions  and  on  Thursdays 
owing    to    the   increase  of   everything   at    a   much    enhanced    rate. 

I  may  add  here  also  that  a  list  of  all  the  ceremonies,  etc.,  with  the 
outlay  incurred  upon  each,  during  the  above  12  years,  is  being  prepared, 
and  can  be  submitted  with  a  duplicate  copy  of  the  aforesaid  three  state- 
ments of  accounts  (for  j-our  office),  if  necessaiy,  for  expediting  your  report 
to   Government. 


No.    52,    dated    Hooghly.    the    13th    June    1881. 

From — MouLvi    Ashrafuddin    Ahmed,  Mutwallee    of   the    Hooghly 
Imambara, 

To — The    Local    Agent,    Hooghly. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  Imambara  is  sorely 
in  need  of  thorough  repairs,  and  there  it;  no  money  in  the  three- 
ninths  share  to  undertake  it,  neither  will  it  most  probably  be  ever 
capable  of  bearing  the  cost,  for  the  following  reasons  : — The  extension 
given  by  the  testator  in  the  three-ninth  share  being  greatlj'  reduced 
by  the  Government,  it  is  barely  sufficient  to  cover  the  charges  it  is 
encumbered  with,  especially  at  a  time  when  everything  is  raised  at 
BO  enhanced  a  rate.  Had  the  produce  of  the  mehals  (whole  of  which 
the  testator  gave  purely  for  the  sake  of  God  with  all  its  rights, 
immunities,  and  privileges,  whole  and  entire,  little  or  much,  in  it, 
with  it,  or  from  it  ;  and  whatever  by  way  of  appendage  might  arise 
fi-om  it,  relate  or  l>eloug  to  it,  as  a  permanent  appropriation  for  the 
expenditures  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  endowment),  and  of  whatever 
arise  from  it,  been,  agreeably  to  the  deed  of  appropriation,  divided 
immediately  after  the  payment  of  Government  revenues,  and  the  four- 
ninths  share  disbursed  with  payment  of  the  establishment  and  of  those 
whose  names  were  inserted  in  the  separate  list  signed  by  the  testator, 
consisting  of  stipendiaries  or  (salary  holdei's).  respectable  men,  peadas 
and  other  persons,  as  zakareens,  etc.,  including  the  daily  expenses,  the 
three-ninths    share     would     have     been     quite     sufficient     to   pay     for     the 
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charges  of  the  observances  of  the  Fohta  of  the  hnauiB,  of  the  10 
days  of  Mohorrums  and  all  other  blessed  days  of  feasts  and  festivals, 
including  the  repairs  of  the  Iinambarah  and  cemetery.  But  the  whole 
produce  of  the  iiiohals  Rs.  1,65.000,  and  of  the  investments 
Rs.  1,23,500,  in  your  hands,  and  Rs.  10,57,000  called  the  College 
Fund,  which  arose  undoubtedly  by  way  of  appendage  from  it,  is  not 
divided  after  the  payment  of  Government  revenue  Rs.  95,256,  the 
cesses,  zeniindaree  dak  and  ward's  rate,  coming  to  Rs.  5.809,  being 
also  deducted  from  the  jfross  income,  and  out  of  the  remainder  a 
fixed  amount  of  only  Rs.  60.000  per  annum  from  the  former  and 
nothing  out  of  the  latter  is  divided  into  different  shares,  even  the 
surplus  amount  in  the  hand  of  the  Collector  of  Jessore  which  must 
have  accumulated,  a  large  sum  being  not  yet  remitted  to  Hooghly  in 
conformity  with  the  paragraph  3,  Government  letter,  No.  501,  Education 
of  the    23rd    August    1879. 

The  charj-e  for  zakareen  was  paid  from  the  four-ninths  share  up 
to  the  end  of  August  1841,  when  it  was  transfer! ed  to  the  three- 
ninths  share  agreeably  to  your  office  roobakary  dated  21st  September 
1841.  Besides  there  are  other  stipendiaries,  including  some  peadas 
in  the  Imambarah,  who.  instead  of  being  paid  from  the  four-ninths 
share,  are  provided  from  the  three-ninths  sliare,  as  that  a  large  sum 
amounting  to  Rs.  568-7  per  mensem  or  Rs.  6,821-4  per  annum 
is  paid  as  salaiy  from  the  three-ninths  share  to  meet  the  expenses 
of   the    four-ninths    share. 

For  somewhat  counterbalancing  the  above  reduction  in  the  three- 
ninths  share,  1  suppose,  Government  has  justly  directed  that  after 
setting  apart  from  the  "  last  mentioned  fund "  [arising  from  (l)  the 
one-ninth  of  the  annual  income  from  the  zamindai'ee,  (2)  the  lapsed 
pension,  etc.,  and  (3)  the  entire  amount  arising  from  the  interest  on 
the  accumulated  fund]  such  amount  as  might  be  necessary  to  provide 
appropriate  building,  including  the  charge  of  rebuilding  or  repairing 
Imambarah  and  other  religious  edifices,  if  it  should  be  necessary  to 
renew  these,  the  whole  of  the  remainder  should  be  considered  as  a 
trust  fund,  the  intei-ests  of  which,  with  other  items,  might  be  appro- 
priated to  the  purpose  of  education  [vide  section  3,  paragraph  9  of 
the  Bengal  Government  letter  No.  4036,  of  the  30th  October  1863). 
inasmuch  as  I  believe  '"the  full'  wish  and  desire"  of  the  testator 
by  this  endowment  was  only  "  to  keep  up  and  continue  the  usages 
and  charitable  expenditure  of  the  Fohta,  etc.,  of  the  Hazrat "  and  for 
nothing  else,  the  expenses  of  the  rebuilding  or  repairing  of  the  Im- 
ambarah should  needs  stand  first  of  all  other  expenditure  for  which 
nothing  is  mentioned  in  the  Deed  of  Waqf.  There  may  be  another 
reason  for  the  Government  justly  adding  the  said  section,  viz.,  the 
repair  from  the  three-ninths  share  of  Imambarah  mentioned  in  the 
Deed  of  Waqf  is  not  of  this  magnificent  edifice  built  by  Government, 
but  the  old  one  which  was  much  small  and  insignificant.  And  as 
Government  erected  this  large  Imambarah  from  the  four-ninths  share, 
the     repair     of     which     will     take     a    large    sum    which  the    three-ninths 
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share     can,     l)y    no    means,    afford    to  pay,     it    provided    for    its    thorough 
repair    in    the    above    section 

Under  such  circumstances  I  hope  you  will  be  good  enough  to 
lay  the  matter  for  the  consideration  of  Government  with  your  favour- 
able opinion  regarding  the  necessity  of  the  sanction  of  an  adequate 
sum  (not  less  th^n  Rs.  15,000)  from  the  four-ninth  share  or  some 
other  fund  for  the  thorough  repair  of  the  Imambarah,  which  did  not 
undergo  any  for  the  last  12  years  and  is  in  a  very  dilapidated 
condition,  so  much  so  that  there  is  every  fear  some  of  the  pai'ts 
may    fall   down,    if   steps    be    not    promptly    taken    for   the    repairs. 
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IStatement  of    accounts     shewing    the     Income     in    tho     ;;th  sliai-(3    of    the 

Mohsin  Fund  in  the  lloofrhly  Knianiliarah,  iroui    April  1801)   to  March 

1881,  a  peritxl    ol'    \2    years,    under    the    management  o£    the     Local 
Agents  and   (Jommittee. 


April  1869  to 

March  1876  to 

February  1876, 

March  1881, 

Total 

,12 

6  yea IS  11 

5  years 

years. 

months 

month. 

Rs.    A. 

P. 

Rs.     A. 

P. 

Rs. 

A. 

P. 

Income  from— 

Jessore* 

1,,56,(3(;6  11 

6 

96.666  10 

8 

2,53,333 

6 

2 

Emambazar* 

3,9;i5    5 

5i 

4,509     3 

4 

8,444 

8 

9i 

Gardeust 

221  15 

H 

186  11 

m 

408 

11 

0 

Karballat 

1,058  13 

9i 

133    0 

8i 

1,191 

14 

6 

Intei'est  on   Government 

investment  for  Hs.  5()0t 

70    0 

0 

70 

0 

0 

1,61,882  13 

m 

1,01,565  10 

7 

2,63,448 

8 

H 

Fine  realization 

135     5 

6 

78    0 

0 

213 

5 

6 

Proceeds  from  the  sale  of 

articlest 

2,132  12 

3i 

192    8 

0 

2,325 

4 

3i 

Law  proceedst 

'?17     3 

3 

717 

3 

3 

Miscellaneous  inconiet  ... 

33    6 

lOi 

47"  5 

7i 

80 

12 

6 

Offerings! 

17,331  12 

8 

1,148     1 

6 

18,479 

14 

2t 

Net  income 

1,82,233     6 

04 

1,03,031     9 

8i 

2,85,265 

0 

U 

Refunds 

1,580  10 

6 

1.231  10 

6i 

2,812 

5 

oi§ 

Debts  received 

11,391   U 

6 

10.266  10 

8 

21,658 

8 

2*» 

Total 

1,95,205  15 

5i 

1,14,529  14  m 

3,09,735 

14 

4 

Deductions  made  in  pay- 

ment of  debts 

7,000    0 

0 

7,000 

0 

0 

The     amount      of    gross 

1,88,205  15 

5i 

1,14.529  14 

lOJ 

3,02,735 

14 

4 

income  left. 

*  Includes  under  one  general  head  '■  Land  Revenue  "  in  the  annual  accounts. 
+  Tucludes  under  one  general  head  *'  Miscellaneous  Income  "  in  the  annual  accounta. 

X  With  the  exception  of  a  few  rupees,  the  whole  sum  has  beea  offered  by  the  Matwalie  in  time,  the  present   one  taking 
charge  on  the  20th  of  July  1875. 

§  Including  Government  promissory  note  for  Rs.  500,  and  the  change  of  silver  into  Rs.  16-12. 
*'^  Including  the  refund  of  Rs.  3:J"M0-8  paid  in  receipt  of  certain  debt. 
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Sl.atcnionl  of  accounts  showing  t.lu>  Disburscineiits  in  thr  ;Uh  share  of 
the  Mohsin  Fund  in  the  Ilooghly  Enianiharah  from  April  1869  to 
March  1881,  a  period  of  12  years  under  the  management  of  the 
Local  Agents  and  Committee. 


April  1869  to 

February  1876, 

6  years  11 

months. 


Marcli  1876  to 

Marcii  1881, 

5  years  1 

month. 


Total,  12 
years. 


Charges  for — 

The  iKircluise  of  provi- 
sions 

Moliurrnms 

The  lOth  day  of  the 
Martyr  of  Emam 
Hossein  ... 

Eamzan 

The  Fateha  of  Emams 

Eedil  Fitr 

Eedoozzoha 

Eedi  Ghadeer 

Eedi  Baha  Shoojaood- 
deeii 

Eedi  Nawraze 

The  purchase  of  oil, 
sugar,  rose-water, 
etc. 

Total 

Charges  for — 

Pay  of  ziikereeus,  etc. 
peadas 
„      gardeners 

hanimaniees     ... 


Charges  lor — 

The  articles  purchased 
,,  newly  made 

„  repaired 


Charges  for — 

Building  houses,  etc. 
Repairing      ditto 
PurchasiuK   ditto 


Charges  for — 
The  improvement,  etc.. 

of  Karballa* 
The  improvement,  etc., 

of  Emambazar       and 

Ferry  Ghat* 
The  improvement,  etc. 

of  gardens* 
Keeping  in    good  order 

water-pumii,  Turkish 

bath,  etc.* 
Keei^ing  in  good    order 

the  clocks* 


Rs. 

li'Oll 
35,564 


Rs. 


Rs.    A.  p. 


0 
9+ 


11.244     3     8i        21,255     6     8i 
23,011     2    Oi  I      58,575     7  10 


707  14 

21,539  11 

15,705  10 

263  U 

723  6 

1,503  14 

8f 
Of 
Oi 

9  2^ 

3} 

0 

471  0 
13.632  13 
9.002  14 
172  0 
363  15 
783  1 

Oi 
5i 
Oi 

i^ 

7 

8i 

1.178 

3.5.172 

24.708 

435 

1.087 

2,286 

14 
8 
8 

15 
5 

15 

9i 
6 

Of 
2 

101 

8i 

1.006  6 
372  6 

7 

9f 

705  3 
340  3 

6 
() 

1,711 
712 

10 
10 

1 

3f 

14.937  3 

91 

-4 

8.672  14 

10 

23,610 

2 

Oi 

1,02.336  0 

2i 

68,399  8 

9 

1,70,735 

8 

m 

36.363  13 

5.314  2 

423  15 

2? 
3t 
9f 

29,305  1 

3.903  5 

280  14 

421  0 

4i 
9 

8i 
0 

65,668 

9.217 

704 

421 

14 

8 
14 

0 

7 

Oi 
6 
0 

1.44.437  15 

6i 

1,02,300  14 

6i 

2,46,738 

14 

1 

2.444  4 
1.551  15 
1.046  0 

0 

lOf 
2 

825  3 
612  7 
331  0 

9 

Hi 
4i 

3  269 
2.164 
1.377 

0 

9 

m 

1,49,4<S0  3 

7i 

1,04,078  10 

7i 

2,53,558 

14 

2i 

10.969  10 

25,322  13 

186  5 

11 

0 
0 

4.745  5 
1,518  10 

4 
0 

10.969 

30.068 

1.704 

10 

2 

15 

11 

4 
0 

1,85,959  0 

6i 

1,10,342  9 

Hi 

2,96,301 

10 

5i 

1,352  12 

lOi 

85  7 

6 

1.438 

4 

4i 

559  4 

61 

108-8 

3 

667 

12 

91 

100  7 

lOi 

16  14 

4 

117 

6 

2i 

30  15 

6 

666  14 

6i 

697 

14 

oi 

!     16  10 

i 

5i 

10  6 

0 

27 

0 

5i 

*  Included  in   the  annual   accounts  under  one  general   head  "Miscellaneous   expeaditure,"  part    of    which  has   also 
been  transferred  to  other  heads  to  which  thej'  properly  belonged. 


572 


17 


April  iMiit 

to 

March  1S7( 

to 

February  LS 

7(), 

Marc!)  l,S8l, 

Total 

,  12 

6  years  1 

5  yea IS  1 

years. 

montlis. 

month. 

Ks.    A. 

P. 

Rs.     A. 

P. 

Rs. 

A. 

P. 

Cliavfjos  ior— concluded. 

Keeping  in  pood   order 

chandeliers,     pulpit. 

allams,  etc. 

208  15 

3 

99    0 

m 

308 

0 

n 

The  l)inding.   printing. 

etc.  of  bookis   for   the 

library'  ... 

218  12 

0 

107    8 

3 

356 

4 

3 

Purchasing  mats,  etc.* 

103    (1 

6 

11  11 

f) 

114 

12 

3 

Assisting  the  poor,  etc., 

and  rewarding  people 

for     killing     snakes. 

etc.* 

1.091  U 

0 

426    0 

9 

1,520 

14 

9 

Travelling     allowance 

and     conveyance     of 

articles,  etc.* 

160    7 

0 

222    4 

4i 

382 

11 

4* 

Contingencies,  etc.*   ... 

129  11 

9* 

579     5 

0 

709 

0 

9it 

Law  charges 

990     2 

3 

23  12 

6 

1,013 

14 

9 

Ne"-  e.^penditiires     ... 

1. 90.955     2 

6i 

1.12,7(10    8 

Oi 

3,03,655 

10 

7 

Debts  repaid 

5,166  10 

8 

5,166 

10 

8 

Embezzlement      of      the 

cashier 

10,600  10 

61 

10,600 

10 

6J 

Transfer  into  other  funds 

391  11 

6 

387"  13 

91 

'           779 

11 

8i 

Total  amount  of    gross 

1 

expenditure 

2.01.947  11 

7i 

1.18  254  15 

11 

3,20,202 

11 

6i 

*  Included  in  the  annual  accoantj:  uader  one  general  head  "  Mi-jecllaneous  expenditure,"  part  of  which  has  also 
been  tran.^ferred  to  other  heads  to  which  they  properly  belonged. 

t  Including  silver  to  the  value  of  Rs.  16-8  chanj^ed,  and  the  sirn  of  R?.  500  paid  for  th2  piirc'iase  of  Govern  nent 
promisEory  not«. 
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b^tatouieiit  of  accounts  showing  the  CriHlits.  l)cliits.  and  Jialancc  in  the 
three-ninths  shari'  from  April  186!)  to  ]\larch  1881,  a  period  of  12 
years. 


April  1809  to 

Marcli  lcS76  to 

February  1876, 

March  1881, 

Total,  12 

6  years  11 

5  years  1 

years. 

months. 

montli. 

Rs.     A.  P. 

Rs.     A.  P. 

Rs.     A. 

P. 

The   ;i mount  of  gross    in- 

come left    ... 

1,88,205  15    5i 

1,14,529  14  lOJ 

Balance  from  the  preced- 

ing    Year     or      period 

under  account 

19,746  U     1 

6.005     1  11 

Amount 

Sum 

2.07,952  13    6i 

1,20,535    0    91 

of 

credits. 

Total    amount     of    gross 

Amount 

of 

expenditures 

2,01,947  11     7i 

1.18,254  15     11 

debits. 
Amount 

Difference 

6.005     1  11 

2.280    0  101 

of 

balance. 

Statement  of  accounts  showing  the  pure  Income,  pure  Expenditure,  and 
the  amounts  of  Debt  left  unpaid  in  the  three-nintlis  share  from 
April  1869    to   March    1881,    a    period    of    12    years. 


IS et  expenditure 
Refunds 

Rs. 

1,90,955 

1,580 

A. 

2 
10 

p. 
6 

Rs. 

1,12,700 
1.231 

A. 

8 
10 

P. 

Oi 
6i 

Rs. 

3,03,655 

2,812 

3,00,843 

2,280 
iD,600 

A 

10 
5 

5 

0 
10 

p. 
7 
Oi 

Difference 

1,89,374 

8 

H 

1,11,468 

13 

6i 

61* 

Balance  in  hand 
Embezzlement       of      the 
cashier 

•• 

9,491 
19,746 

14 
14 

6 

1 

lOlt 
61 

The   amount  of  debt    left 
unpaid  (Rs.  21,658-9-2— 
Rs.    7,000— Rs.     5.166- 
10-8) 

Tlie  balance  at  the  end  of 
the  year  1868-69 

3,13,724 

29,238 

1 
12 

Oit 
7§ 

Transfer 

2,84,485     4 
779  11 

5i'* 

8i 

Total   amount  of  Net   in- 
come as  shown  above 

2,85,265 

0 

lit 

^  Pure  expenditure. 

t  To  meet  the  exi^nses  of  the  approachias;  Eamjan. 
J  Sum. 

§  Owing  to  receiving  no  remittance  from  Jessore  for  the  second  half-yearly  instalment  of  the  year  1879  due 
**  Pure  income. 
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No.     \'>2  A..    CalcMitta,    tlu>    21st    July    1882. 

From — v.    C.    SiKVKNs,    K.sc^.,    Ot%.     Secivaary     to     the     fJoard     oi" 

Keveiuie,    L.    P., 
To — The    Secretary     to     the     Governme?it     o['     Bengal,      Rjveiiue 

Department, 


With  refei'enco  to  Government  order  No.  13t6-481  L.R.,  dated 
23rd  i\Iay  1882,  I  am  directed  to  submit,  for  the  information  of 
Government,  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  statement  received  from  the 
Accountant-General,  showing  the  I'eceipts,  charges,  and  balance  of  the 
forth-ninths  shai-e  of  the  JMohsin  Endowment  Fund  for  the  year 
1881-82. 

2.  I  am  to  observe  that,  so  far  as  the  financial  position  of  the 
forth-ninths  share  is  concerned,  it  is  apparent  tiiat  the  current  receipts 
exceed  the  expenditure,  and  the  balance  would,  thei'efore,  seem  to  be 
available  for  such  objects  as  the  Government  may  desire  to  expend  it 
upon.  But  the  information  before  the  l)oard  does  not  enable  them  to 
say  what  part  of  this  surplus  can  be  devoted  to  the  repair  of  the 
Imambara  buildings.  The  Board  understand  from  the  Accountant- 
General  that  various  projects  for  the  expenditure  of  this  balance  are 
under  the  consideration  of  Government,  one  of  these  involving  a  large 
outlay  in  the  Madrissa  buildings  at  Rampore  Beauleah.  In  the  absence 
of  information  regarding  the  decision  of  Government  on  these  proposals, 
the  Board  can  only  say  that  the  balance  appears  to  be  available  for 
any  purposes  within  the  scope  of  the  objects  for  which  the  fund  was 
established. 

vStateufent    of   receipts,    charges    and    balance    of   the    four-ninths    share 
of   the    Molisin    Endowment    Fund    for    the    year    1881-82. 


Receipts. 


Rs. 


A.   P. 


Opening  balance          ...  35,7()7  8  8 

Syudpore    Trust   estate  2J:.898  5  9 

Hooghly  property       ...          Ill  2  3 

Total     ...  2o,0Uy  8  U 

Grand  Total    ...  60,777  u  8 


Charges. 

Medical — 

Hospital  and  dispen- 
saries 

Miscellaneous — 
Pensions 

Local  Agent's    estab- 
lishments 

Religious  endowment — 
Imambara    establish- 
ment   ... 

Total  expenditure   ... 

Credit  balance 

Grand  Total 


Rs.  A.  p. 

S,473  1     1 

316  0    0 

635  9  11 


9,453 

5 

0 

18,878 

0 

0 

41,899 

U 

8 

60,777 

() 

8 
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No.  683T-R.,   ilatod   Darjccling,   the   IHth  October    1882. 

From — C.  S.   IjAYLKY,   Esq.,  Uhg.   Under-vSecretary    to  tlie  Govern- 
ment of  Iicngal,   Revenue  Department, 
To — The  Solicitor  to  the  Government  of  India. 

I    am    directed    to   request    that    you    will    he    so   good    as    to    lay 
before    the    Hon'ble    the    Advocate    General    the 

°    Leiter     froiu     tlic     Board     of  •  ■  r     i.  i  *  ^     i 

Revenue  No.  433  A.  .iated  .!.,.  i2tli  accompanying  copies  of  the  papers*  noted  on 
July  18H2,  and  enclosures.  ^\^q    margin,    together    with    the     following    brief 

Letter  from  tlie  mmiliors  of   the  r      p  •  i 

Committee  No.  41,  dated  June  statement  of  facts  regarding  the  management 
^^'uiter'^'fronr'tl.e  Board  of  of  the  Hooghly  Imaiiibara  endowment.  The 
Revenue,   No.    452  A.    dated  tlie     Lieutenant-Governor    desires     to      be      favoured 

21st  Julv  1882,  and  enclosures.  .  p      tx  m  -i-       j  •     • 

Letter  to  the  Board  of  Revenue.     With     an     expression     01     Mr.     Philips      opinion 

No.  4036,  dated  the    30Ui  October  i     .i  •,      •  't-U-         +1  t-  e     t-\ 

jggg  wlietlier    it    is     within    the     competence     oi    the 

Government  to  devote  anj-  portion  of  the 
surplus  funds  of  the  four-ninth  share  of  the  endow^ment  to  the  repair 
of    the    Imambara    building. 

2.  By  the  orginal  tauliuatnama  or  deed  of  trust  executed  by  Haji 
Muhammad  Mohsin  in  1806  it  was  directed  that  the  income  of  his 
Syudpore  zemindari  in  Jessore  should  be  divided  into  nine  equal 
shares,  and  that  three  of  these  shares  should  be  devoted  to  the 
religious  observances  and  festivals  held  at  the  Hooghly  Imambara  and 
to  the  repair  of  the  Imambara  buildings  and  burial  ground  ; 
that  four  shares  should  be  expended  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
establishments  attached  to  the  Imambara,  and  in  the  payment  of 
certain  pensions  and  allowances  to  persons  named  bj'  the  testator  ;  and 
that  the  two  remaining  shares  should  be  given  to  the  two  mutwallis 
appointed  by  the  founder  and  entrusted  W'ith  the  management  of  the 
endowment.  Litigation,  having  arisen  owing  to  the  mismanagement  of 
the  mutwallis,  Government  was  in  1835,  declared  to  be  the  lawful 
trustee  of  the  endowment,  and  was  placed  in  the  room  of  the 
mutwallis.  The  Syudpore  estate  in  Jessore,  as  well  as  the  Imambara 
at  Hooghly  were  thenceforth  managed  through  the  officers  of  the 
Government.  Subsequently  the  control  of  the  three-ninth  share  and 
of  the  Imambara  w^ere  placed  under  a  Committee  of  influential 
Musalinans  appointed  under  Act  XX  of  1863.  The  Committee  was 
assisted  l)y  a  manager  appointed  by  the  Goverment  under  the  title  of 
mutwalli,  to  whom  one-ninth  share  was  given  as  salary.  The  remain- 
ing one-ninth  share  and  the  surplus  income  of  the  four-ninth  share, 
after  the  payment  of  the  establishments,  pensions  and  allowances,  form 
a  fund  which  is  devoted  to  the  encouragement  of  Mahomedan  educa- 
tion, to  the  maintenance  of  a  hospital,  and  to  other  charitable  and 
useful  1  urj  oses.  The  fund  has  been  augmented  by  the  amounts  of 
the  pensions  and  allowances  which  have  laj^sed,  and  by  the  interest 
on     the    Government     securities   purchased    with  the    surplus    funds    which 


'Vide  preceding  papers. 
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accrued    while    tl:e    eiidfiwinent    a\;is    under    the    sole     niaiia^cment     of    the 
State. 

ii.  The  linaiiihara  biiihhiigs,  wliieh  are  more  extensive  than  tiiose 
which  existed  in  the  time  of  IMuhannnad  Mohsiu.  now  require  repairs, 
the  cost  of  which  is  estimated  by  the  Public  Works  Department  at 
Rs.  24,884.  This  expentliture  the  three-ninth  share  whieli  by  the 
terms  of  the  tauliyatnama  is  properly  liable  for  the  cost  of  repairs,  is 
insufficient  to  meet.  The  Committee  has.  therefore,  apjlied  to  Govei-n- 
nient  for  an  allotment  of  Rs.  25,000  from  the  funds  of  the  four-ninth 
share.  but  the  Lieutenant-Governor  has  some  doubt  whether  the 
Government  is  at  lii>erty  to  devote  any  portion  of  that  share  to  the 
purpose. 
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No.   l-2l'2.  dated    Fori    William,   tlic    otJi    Dci-ciiili.T    ISHi'. 

From — K.    L.    Ui'i'oN.    K.sQ.,   Solicitor  to  tlu'  (Jovcniinciil   ol    India, 
To — The     StH'ivtary     l,o     the      ( Jovenimeiit     of      I'xMigal,       Heveiiiie 
hepartnieiit. 

Kererriiig  to  your  No.  Tx^o  T.-U..  oi'  the  Kith  ()etoi)er  last,  I  have 
the  honour  to  send  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Hon'ble  the  Officiating 
A«lvooate-Geuerars    opinion    on    the    subject    therein    referred     to. 

OPINION. 

It  appears  that  t.ie  surplus  of  the  four-ninths  share  of  the  fund 
•arising  from  the  endowment  is  mainly  appropriated  by  Government  for 
■educational  purposes.  If  there  is  power  so  to  apply  it,  I  think  it  could 
hardly  be  doubted  that  there  is  at  least  equal  powei-  to  apply  it  for 
repairs    of   the    Imanibara    buildings. 

It  is  stated  in  the  letter  of  the  Mutwalli  to  the  Local  Agent, 
•dated  13th  June  1881,  No.  52,  that  the  charge  for  zakareens  and 
other  stipendiaries,  including  some  peadas,  has  been  transferred  (in 
1841)  from  the  charges  ui)oii  the  four-ninths  to  those  upon  the  three- 
ninths.  If  this  is  so,  it  would  seem  that  the  three-ninths  has  borne 
a  burden  which  would  more  properly  fall  upon  the  four-ninths.  If, 
moreover,  as  the  Mutwalli  seems  to  say,  the  three-ninths  has  bemi 
cut  down  to  a  fixed  amount,  there  would  be  a  surplus  of  the  three- 
ninths  going  to  swell  the  four-ninths.  I  think  there  is  power,  without 
deviating  from  the  trust  in  its  strictest  construction,  to  apply  for  i-epairs 
any  portions  of  the  three-ninths  which  may  have  been  thus  diverted, 
together    with    the    accumulations    of   interest. 

I5ut  should  this  not  suffice  to  meet  the  occasion  the  question 
arises  whether  tbe  surplus  of  the  four-ninths  can  be  api)lied  in  aid  of 
the  three-ninths.  I  think  it  may,  if  the  Governmt>nt  think  tit.  I 
think  the  whole  property  is  devoted  to  the  pui-poses  indicated  in  the 
towleutnamah,  the  main  purposes  being  to  provide  for  the  religious 
observances  and  festivals  and  the  maintenance  of  the  Imambara.  "Cho 
pensions  and  allowances  were  subject  to  diminution  or  increase  :  the 
question  is.  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  surplus  if  the  pensions 
diminished  ?  I  think  it  was,  at  any  rate,  applicable  to  the  main  pur- 
poses of  the  endowment,  including  the  maintenance  of  the  structure  of 
the    Imambara. 

On  all  grounds,  therefore.  I  think  it  is  competent  to  the  Govern- 
ment to  allow  such  sum  as  it  may  think  fit  out  of  the  four-ninths 
J'or    proper    repairs    of    the    Imambara. 

(Sd.)  A.    rillLlPS. 
Ths    2nd    December    1882. 
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No.    79-84  L.   II.,    ilatLHl,    (Calcutta,    the  lOth    January    1883. 

From — (J.    S.    Hay  LEY,    Esq.,  Undor-Secretarj'    to   the    Gcjvernment 

of    Bengal,  Revenue    Department. 
To — The  Secretary  to   the  Board  of    Revenue,  L.    P.,  in    the  Land 

Revenue    Department. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  4.52A.,  dated  the  2lHt  July 
1882,  and  previous  correspondence,  regarding  the  management  of  the 
Hooghly  Tmambara  endowment,  I  am  directed  to  state,  for  the  inform- 
ation of  the  Board,  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  has  acceded  to  the 
request  of  the  Committee  for  the  management  of  the  Tmambara,  and 
has  consented,  as  a  special  case,  to  defray  the  cost  of  the  necessary 
repairs  to  the  building  from  the  four-ninths  share  of  the  endowment, 
and  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  Rs.  25,000  may  be  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  from  the  balance  at  the  credit  of  that  shai-e.  This  sum, 
according  to  the  estimate  framed  by  the  Public  Works  Department, 
ought  to  suffice  for  the  thorough  repair  of  the  buildings.  The  sanction 
now  given  must  be  regarded  as  altogether  exceptional,  and  it  must 
be  thoroughly  understood  that  ordinarilj?  the  three-ninths  share  must  in 
future  be  responsible  alike  for  the  cost  of  the  religious  observances 
and  for  the  repair  of  die  buildings.  To  this  end  steps  should  be 
taken  to  secure  a  proper  supervision  of  the  expenditure  of  the  funds 
appertaining   to   that    share. 


No.   80-35  L.  R. 


Copy  forwarded  to  the  Committee  for  the  management  of  the 
Hooghly  Tmambara  for  information  with  i-eference  to  their  letter  No.  41, 
dated  June    1882,    and    connected    correspondence. 


No.  81-36   L.  R. 


Copy  forwarded  to  the  Public  Works  Department  of  this  Govern- 
ment for  information,  with  reference  to  Mr.  Hornel's  memorandum 
No.  1331B.,  dated  the  15th  April  1882,  the  original  enclosures  of  which 
are    returned. 


No.  82-37  L.  R. 
Copy    forwarded    to   the    Accountant-General,    Bengal,    for    information. 
By    order    of    the  Lieutenant-Governor    of  IBengal, 

(Sd.)  C.  S.  BAYLEY, 
Offg.    TJnder-Secretary  to    the    Govt,    of    Bengal. 
Calcutta, 
The    10th    January    1883. 
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From 


To 


No.    i).SL>A. 

H.   J.    S.    Cotton,    Esq., 

Secivtary    to    the    Board    of    Revenue.    L.    1*., 

The    Secretary    to   the    Goveniuient    oi:    Bengal, 

General    Department, 

Dated,    Calcutta,    the    24th    November    188-i. 

SiK. 

I    am   directed    to    submit     the     following   ^report     for     the     con- 
sideration   and    orders    of    Government. 

2.  The  surplus  proceeds  of  the  Syudpore  Trust  Estate  in  Jessore 
are  paid  over  to  the  Mohsin  Endowment.  Fund,  and  are.  broadly 
speaking,    distriljuted    as    follows  : — 

(1)  One-ninth    to    the    Mutwalli    of    the    Hooghly    Imambarah    as    his 

salary. 

(2)  Three-ninths     to    the    Imambarah    Committee    for    religious    pur- 

poses. 

(3)  F'our-ninths     for     secular    purposes,    i.e.,    to   the    maintenance    of 

Madrassas,    etc. 

(4)  One-ninth    to   the    Hooghly    College. 

3.  It  was  decided  in  Government  Order  No.  501,  dated  23rd 
August  1879,  that  this  surplus  should  be  fixed  at  an  annual  amount 
of  Rs.  60,000.  Calculation  showed  that  this  would  leave  an  annual 
margin  in  hand  (after  deducting  pajmient  of  revenue  and  other  neces- 
sary expenditure)  of  about  Rs.  4,000  and  it  was  considered  necessary 
to   keep   this    as    a    working   balance. 

4.  Mr.  Larpent,  Examiner  of  Local  Accounts,  in  his  report  on 
the  accounts  of  the  estate,  copy  of  which  has  Ijeen  received  from 
the  Accountant-General,  bi-ings  to  notice  that  on  the  31st  March  last 
this  workint?  balance  had  accumulated  to  Rs.  54,555-13-7,  and  suggests 
that  this  balance  should  be  distributed  among  the  several  interests 
concerned  in  the  proportion  in  which  they  are  entitled  to  participate 
in  it.  He  further  proposes  that  a  settlement  of  the  balance  should 
be    made    among   the    co-sharers    every    five    or    ten    years. 

5.  This  suggestion  seems  a  very  proper  one,  and  the  Board 
would  recommend  it  to  Government  for  sanction.  Having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  the  interest  of  the  Mutwallee  is  pei-sonal  only,  the 
adjustment  should,  the  Board  think,  be  made  every  five  j^ears.  If 
the     adjustment     were     made    decenially,    there    would    be   greater    risk    of 
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an    individual    Mutvvallee    not    receiving   un    amount    to    wliich    lie    is  lairly 
entitled.  j 

H.     The     15oard     would,     therefore,     suggest     tliat      the      amount      f)f 
Rs.    50,0(K)    should    be    at    once    distributed    in    tlie    following  manner  : — 

lis. 
Une-ninth    to    the   Mutwalli  ...  ...       vt.bhh% 

Three-ninths    to    the    Imambarali     Committee     for 
religious   purposes  ...  ...  ...     16,666'i 

Four-nintlis   to   Government   on     accouut     of    ex- 
penditure    for     Madras.sas    and    lor   the   encour- 
agement  of   Mahomedan   education  ...  ...     22,222i^ 

One-ninth   to   the    Hooghly   College     ...  ...       5.555;] 


Total  ...     50,000 

7.     After    the    expiration     of    another     live     years    a     similar     adjust- 
ment   should    be   effected. 

1    have    the    honour   to    be, 
Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(tSd.)  H.   J.   S.    COTTON, 

Secretary. 


No.    1857  A. 


Copy  forwarded  to  the  Accouutant-General,  Bengal,  for  informa- 
tion with  reference  to  his  No.  1202  LA.-B,  dated  the  5th  November 
1884. 

By    order    of   the    Board    of    Revenue.    L.    P., 

(Sd.)   H.   J.    8.   COTTON, 

Secretary. 

Calcutta, 
The    24th    November    1884. 
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GENERAL    DKPAHTMENT. 

Education. 

N...    8. 
From 

H.    H.    Uisi.Kv,    Ksy., 

Oftg.    UiKlt>r-So(.'ii4,ary    to    tim    (JoviM-iunoiit    of    IJcnaal. 
To 

'I'Ik^    Aci'ouiitant-Geimral,    Mi'iiga!, 

(-alcutfa.    the    5tli    January    1885. 
Sir, 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  378B.,  dated  the 
28tli  November  1884,  with  enclosure,  regarding  the  adjustment  of  the 
surplus  profits  of  the  Saidpui-  Trust  Estate,  I  am  directed  to  say 
that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  agrees  with  you  in  thinking  that  the 
difference  (Rs.  37, 944-12-4)  between  the  cash  balance  on  the  31st 
March  1879,  viz.  Rs.  16,611-1-3  and  that  on  the  31st  March  1884, 
Rs.  54,555-13-7,  should  be  taken  as  the  surplus  for  distribution  to  the 
co-sharers,  instead  of  the  sum  of  Its.  50,000  as  proposed  by  the  Boai-d 
of  Revenue.  _  He  considers  that  the  religious  and  mutwalli's  shares  are 
entitled  to  share  in  the  surplus  ;  but  before  final  orders  are  passed, 
I  am  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  gofxl  as  to  report  at  an  early 
date  to  what  extent  those  shai-es  are  indebted  to  the  four-ninths 
(secular)    share. 

i    liave    tlie    honor   to    be, 

Sir, 
Vour    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  H.   H.  RISLEY, 
Ohg.    I'nder-Secy.    to   the    Govt,    of    Bengal. 


No.  4. 

Copy,  with  copy  of  the  Accountant-General's  letter  No.  378B., 
dated  the  28th  November  1884.  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Revenue 
for  information  with  reference  to  Mr.  Cotton's  letter  No.  982A.,  dated 
the    24tli    November    1884. 

Bj-    order   of    tlie    Lieutenant-Governor    of    Bengal. 

(Sd.)   H.   H.   RISLEV. 
Off^.    Under-Secretary    to    the    Govt,    of    Bengal. 

(!alcutt.\, 
The    5tli    January    1885. 
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No.    206.  dated   Calcutta,    the    17th    March    1890. 

P^roni — H.     W.      C.     Caknduff,      Esq.,     Under-Secretary     to     the 

Government    of    Bengal,   General  Department, 
To — The    Accountant-General,  ]')eng-al. 

"With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  .363B.,  dated  the  ISth  ultimo, 
I  am  directed  to  say  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  sanctions  the  follow- 
ing distribution  of  the  surplus  balance  of  Rs.  28,532-7-1  at  credit  of 
the    Syedpur    estate    on    the    31st    ]\Iarch    1889. 


Rs. 

A. 

P, 

10,532 

7 

1 

2,000 

0 

0 

(1)  To   be   kept   as   working   balance 

One-ninth   to   the   Mutwali 

Three-ninths   to   the   Imamliarah  Committee, 

less  Rs.    2,338-13-4  ...  ...       3,661     2    8 

Four-ninths   to   Government    on   account    of 

the  Mohsin  Endowment  plus  Rs.  2,338-13-4     10,338  13     4 
One-ninth  to   the   Hooghly   College  ...       2,000    0    0 


Total        ...     28.532 


No.    208,  dated   Calcutta,    the    17th    March    1890. 

Memouandum  by  the  Under-Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 
General    Department. 

Copy  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  Lower 
Provinces,  for  information,  with  reference  to  his  letter  No.  156A,  dated 
the    27th    ultimo. 
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No.    158.    dattnl    Cahnitta.    tli.'    Itjth    .Iiine    1897. 

From — The    Momhrrs    of    thi'    Coiiiinittee    of     Management    of   the 
Hooghly    Imamljara. 

To — The     Secretary     to     the     Government     of     IJengal,     Revenue 
Department. 

We  beg  to  forward  lierewith  for  the  information  of  His  Honour 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  a  copy  of  the  report  submitted  to  the  office 
of  the  Committee  of  Management  by  the  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara,  on  the  damage  caused  to  the  buikling  by  the  recent 
earthquake,  and  to  solicit  the  favour  of  your  obtaining  sanction  for  a 
grant  out  of  the  ^ths  share  to  effect  the  necessary  repairs  to  the 
Imambara.  In  consequence  of  the  inci-ease  that  has  taken  place  in 
recent  years  in  the  prices  of  articles,  the  task  of  performing  the 
religious  duties  in  the  customary  manner,  has  in  spite  of  every  effort 
to  economise  become  exti'emely  difficult,  and  the  yths  share  is  wholly 
unable  to  meet  any  expenses  beyond  the  ordinary  requirements  of  the 
religious  ceremonies  and  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  usual 
establishment.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  as  the  matter  has  in 
consequence  of  the  damage  caused  by  the  earthquake  become  mo^t 
emergent,  we  solicit  His  Honour's  sanction  for  a  grant  as  on  the 
previous  occasion  from  the  f,tlis  share  to  enable  us  to  take  the  work 
of   repairs    at    once    in    liand. 

We  beg  to  state  in  conclusion  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary. 
Measures  should  be  taken  at  once  for  the  safety  and  preservation  of 
the  building. 


No.    11)4.    dated    Hooghly,    the    13th    June    1897. 

From — ^laulvi    Syed    Ashrafuddin    Ahmed.    Khan     Baliadur,     Mut- 
walli,   Hoogidy    Imambara. 

To — The    Hon'lile    President,    Imamliara    Committee. 

I  beg  to  inform  you  and  the  other  Trustees  that  the  ^lohurrum 
of  1315  A.  H.  has  passed  off  quietly  and  successfully  in  HooghlJ^  But 
the  gathering  of  the  people  being  exceptionally  large  this  year,  there 
was  a  heavy  strain  on  the  Imambara  finance,  a  fact  with  which  the 
Committee    has    already    Ijeen    informed. 

I  beg  to  inform  you  further,  that  a  severe  shock  of  earthquake 
yesterday,  which  lasted  for  full  5^  minutes,  shook  the  town  to  its 
entire  foundation  and,  among  others,  did  considerable  damage,  to  the 
Imambara  buildings.  The  walls  and  roofs  of  the  i)uildings  are  badly 
ci'acked,  and  the  grand  niinai-ettes  are  so  extensively  fissured  that  there  is 
fear  of  their  tumbling  down  at  any  moment.  In  short  the  whole  build- 
ing is  badly  injured  and  unless  immediately  repaired,  it  maj-  collapse 
during   the    approaching    rainy    season. 
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I,  therefore,  beg  to  draw  the  immediate  attention  of  your  good  self  and 
the  other  Trustees  to  my  report  (this  office  No.  74,  dated  the  5th  IMarch 
18il7)  for  the  eoiuplete  repair  of  the  ImamUara  Iniihliugs  an  estimate  of 
which  has  been  submitted  liy  me  to  the  Committee  along  with  the 
report,  and  shall  feel  highly  obliged  if  the  (Jommittee  apply  to  His 
Honour  tlie  Lieutenant-Governor  on  the  subject  at  once.  Mr.  D.  B. 
Allen,  the  worthy  Local  Agent,  was  on  the  spot  soon  after  the  earth- 
quake and  saw  the  state  of  tlie  Iinambara  buildings.  I  consider  this  to 
be  a  fit  opportunity  to  appeal  to  Government  for  an  early  sanction  of 
money  from  the  ^th  share  for  the  thorough  repair  of  the  entire  buildings 
as  the  repairs  effected  last  time  in  1883  was  done  by  order  of  Govern- 
ment at  a  cost  of  Rs.  30,500  sanctioned  from  the  *ths  share  of  the 
Mohsin    Funds. 

In  conclusion,  I  earnestly  and  respectfully  hope  that  His  Honour 
Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie  befoi-e  leaving  for  England  may  gi-aciously  be 
pleased  to  pass  an  order  for  the  early  repairs  of  the  Imambafa  buildings, 
as    did    the    Hon'ble    Sir    Ashley    Eden    in    1882    before    leaving    Bengal. 
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No.   183,    dated    Calcutta,    the    I'tUh    .luiu'    lSi)7. 

From — Till"    Members    o£   the    Committee     of    Management     of    the 
Hooghly    Tmambara. 

To — rhe     Secretary     to     the     Government     of     15engal,     Revenue 
Department. 

We  liave  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  copy  of  a  letter 
No.  206,  dated  the  24th  June  1897,  from  the  Mutwalli  of  the 
Hooghly  Imambai'a  to  ihis  office.  From  the  Mutwalli's  report  it 
appears  that  the  condition  of  the  Tmambara  building  is  extremely 
dangerous,  and  he  is  afraid  of  a  collapse  during  the  ensuing  rains, 
unless  the  necessary  i-epairs  are  taken  in  hand  without  delay.  He  has 
requested  us  to  move  the  Government  to  direct  the  Public  Works 
Department  to  take  in  hand  the  urgent  repairs  of  the  Imambara 
building  from  the  ^ths  share  in  anticipation  of  the  sanction  for  the 
complete    repairs    of   the    entire    building. 

We  have,  therefore,  the  honour  to  solicit  the  Government  for  the 
issue  of  the  necessary  orders  to  the  Public  Works  Department  in 
anticipation    of    the    sanction    applied    for. 


Dated   Hooghly,    the    24th    June    1897. 

From — M.    Syed    Ashuafl'ddin    Ahmeu.    Khan  Bahadur,    ^lutwalli 
of   the    Hooghly    Imambara. 

To — The  Committee  of  ^lanagement  of   the    Hooghly    Immaml)ara. 

In  reference  to  your  No.  161.  dated  the  19th  instant.  I  have  the 
honour  to  state  that  I  have  been  informed  by  the  District  Engineer 
of  Hooghly  that,  in  anticipation  of  sanction  from  Government,  urgent 
repairs  are  always  undertaken,  and  I  therefore  request  you  to  be  so 
goocl  as  to  ask  the  Government  to  direct  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment to  take  to  hand  the  urgent  repairs  of  the  Imambara  building 
from  the  gths  share  in  anticipation  of  sanction  for  the  complete 
repairs  of  the  Imambara  building.  As  any  further  delay  in  the  re- 
pairs may  occasion  loss  of  life  and  property,  if  the  clock  tower  which, 
much  shaken  by  the  recent  earthquake,  tumbles  down  durinjf  the 
present    state    of   the    weather. 

I  further  beg  ro  inform  you  that  I  have  already  requested  the 
District  Engineer  to  prepare  a  fresh  estimate  for  the  complete  repairs 
of  the  entire  Imambara  buildings,  which  will  be  submitted,  through 
the  President  of  the  Committee,  for  the  gracious  consideration  of  His 
Honour   the    Lieutenant-Governor,    in    due    course. 
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No.    191.    dated    Calcutta,    the    30tli    June    1S97. 

From — The  Hon'ule  ^Ii;.  .Justice  Ameek  Ali,  c.i.e.,  President 
of  the  Committee  of  ^lanagement  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara, 

To — The  Under-Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  Revenue 
Department. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  copy  of  a  letter  dated 
25th  June  1897,  from  the  District  Engineer  of  Hooghly  to  the  Mut- 
walli,  giving  a  rough  estimate  of  the  costs  of  repairs  needed  in  the 
Imambara. 


Dated    Hooghly,    the    25th    June    1897. 

From — M.  Nath  Bagchi,    a.m.,    i.c.e.,    District    Engineer,  Hooghly, 

To — Mutwalli    Sahib    Bahadur    of    Imambara,    Hooghly. 

I     send    herewith     a     certificate    for     the     repairs    to    the     Imambara 
building    as    i-equested. 


Memo,    from — M.  Nath    Bagchi,    a.m..    i.c.e.,    District    Engineer,    Hooghly. 

I  examined  the  entire  building  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  at  the 
request  of  the  ^lutwalli  Sahib  Bahadur,  an  1  found  that  the  building 
suffered  much  o»ving  to  late  earthquake.  I  certify  that  the  entire 
building  including  out  houses  requires  immediate  thorough  repairs 
wliich  would  cost  roughly  about  Rs.  25,000.  About  Rs.  1.000  should 
be  spent  at  qnce  to  prop  up  roof  and  repairing  roof  leakage,  crack  in 
walls  and  arches,  etc.,  to  prevent  farther  damage  to  the  building  in 
this    rainy  weather. 
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No.    222,    dated    Calcutta,    the    2nd    August    1897. 

From — The   ^lembers    of   the    Committee  of   management    of     the 
Hooghly    Imambara. 

To — The  Under-Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal,    Revenue 
Department. 

With  reference  to  your  demi-official  letter  No.  264,  dated  the  7tli 
July  1897,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  the 
Secretary  to  the  Hoard  of  Revenue,  on  the  suljject  of  the  amount 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Mohsin  Fund,  we  have  the  honour  to 
state  that  the  amount  shown  in  Mr.  Collin's  letter,  viz.,  Rs.  10.000 
does  not  agree  with  the  Local  Agent's  account  of  the  four-ninths  share 
of   the    Mohsin    Fund    which    up   to   31st    May    1897,    was    as    follows  : — 

Rs.        A.  p. 
Cash  ...  ...  ...     1,82,692     8     5 

Government  promissory  iiotes,  etc.        1,23,500    0    0 


Total  ...     3,06,192    8    5 


2.  It  appears  to  us,  therefore,  that  the  sum  of  Rs.  10,000 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  ^Mohsin  Fund,  represents  the  surplus 
money  of  the  Syudpur  Trust  Estate  which,  in  accordance  with  the 
views  expressed  by  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  so  long  as 
1879,  cannot  be  spent  to  the  benefit  of  any  particular,  but  ought 
to  be  divided  proportionately  between  the  different  shares,  and  we, 
therefore,  sujjmit  that  no  portion  of  this  special  fund,  ought  to  be  applied 
in  the  repairs  of  the  Imamliara,  which  in  our  opinion  should  be  met 
out  of  the  General  fund  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  four-ninths  share  of 
the  Mohsin  Fund  as  on  the  last  occasion.  The  Lieutenant-Governor's  orders 
are  embodied  in  a  letter  No.  501,  dated  the  23rd  August  1879? 
addressed  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  to  the 
Seci-etary  to  the  Board  of  Revenue.  A  copy  of  the  third  paragraph  of 
this   letter   dealing    with    the    subject,    is    herein    enclosed. 

3.  We  also  understand  that  besides  the  amounts  mentioned  aljove 
standing  with  the  Accountant-General  of  Ijengal,  to  the  credit  of  the 
four-ninths  share,  there  is  a  considerable  sum  belonging  to  the  Mohsin  Fund, 
to  the  extent  of  Rs.  10,57,000  and  Rs.  1,48,400  respectively  classed  as 
educational  and  miscellaneous,  invested  in  Government  securities,  which 
was  officially  shown  in  the  Calcutta  Gazette  of  the  22nd  of  April  1896, 
and    information    of    which    was    sent    to    this    Committee. 

4.  We,  therefore,  solicit  the  e.irly  orders  of  Government  for  the 
proportionate  division  of  the  surplus  sum  of  Rs.  10,000  among  the 
diffei'ent  shares  and  the  sanction  of  the  necessaiy  amount  from  the 
General  Fund  stinding  to  the  credit  of  the  four-ninths  share  for  the 
repairs    of   the    Imambai-a. 
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5.  We  have,  already,  mentioned  that  the  building  has  not  been 
repaired  for  a  long  tiuje  and  is  now  in  urgent  need  of  rapairs,  and 
wo  beg  from  Government  the  same  consideration  for  our  request  as 
in    1883. 


Copy  of  the  tliird  paragraph  of  letter  No.  501,  dated  the  23rd  of  August 
1879,  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  to  the 
Secretary   to   the    Board    of    Revenue. 


"  3.  The  Lieutehant-Governor  has  examined  the  annual  returns  of  the 
estate  for  the  last  ten  years  and  doubts  whether  they  justify  this 
proposal.  If  the  present  balance,  which,  it  is  observed,  has  now  fallen 
to  less  than  Es.  21,000.  is  more  than  sufficient  for  a  working  balance, 
the  surplus  must  be  separately  remitted  to  Hooghly.  as  it  would  not 
be  just  to  the  recipients  of  the  endowment,  and  specially  to  the 
Mutwalli,  who  has  only  life-interest  in  it.  to  defer  the  division  of  funds 
which  have  already  accumulated  ;  the  surplus  balance,  therefore,  and 
the  interest  of  the  small  sum  invested  in  securities  cannot  be  utilized 
for   the  purpose    of   augmenting   the    annual    remittance." 
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No.  2114.    dated  Calcutta  the  Utli  August   J897. 

From — E    IM.  Konstam,  Esq.,    Under  Secretary  to  the  Government 
of   Bengal.    Revenue    Department. 

To — The    Secretary    to    the    Board     of    Revenue,     Land    Revenue 
Department. 

I    am   directed   to   forward    a    copy    of    the    correspondence    noted    on 
the    margin     regarding   the     repairs    required    to 

*^  Letter   No.  158,    dated     16th         ,  ,  ,  i  •    i         i  , 

June  1897  from  the  members  of     the       Hooghly      Imambara,      which      has      been 
the   in.ambarali   Committee  with     damaged     by    the     recent     earthquake.     It     will 

enclosures.  <=)  ^ 

=  Letter  Xo.  183.  dated  the  26th     be   seen  from  letter  No.  222,  dated  2nd  August 

June     1897,     from    the     meml>ers       ,cr\'r       p  iU         -xr        i  r        ^i  t  i 

of  the  Imambara  Committee,  with     189',    troiii    the    .Members     ot      the     Imambara 
enclosures.  Committee,    that  they  ask    (1)    that  the   sum    of 

°  Letter    No.   191,    dated    ciUth 

June  1897,  from  the  President  of     Rs.     10,000     which,    they     Say,     represents    the 

the  Committee,  with  enclosures.  i  •  £    j.u        o       j  ri-i         x      r^    ,    j 

°  Letter    Xo.  222,   dated   2nd     surplus    income    ot    the    byedpore    1  rust    Estate, 
August  1897.  from  the  members     jj-^ay     be     divided    proportionatelv    between    the 

of  the  Committee,  with  enclosures.  ^r    i     -"^ 

different  shares  of  the  J\Iohsm  Endowment 
Fund,  in  accordance  with  Government  order  No.  501,  dated  23rd  August 
1879  ;  (2)  that  a  grant  maj'  be  made  from  the  General  Fund  standing 
to  the  credit  of  the  four-ninths  share  for  the  repairs  of  the  Imambara. 
I  am  to  request  that  the  Board  will  be  so  good  as  to  favour  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  with  an  early  report  on  these  proposals.  A  detailed 
estimate  of  the  pi-obable  cost  of  repairing  the  building  should  be 
obtained  from  the  local  officers  of  the  Public  Woi-ks  Department  and 
submitted    to    Government    at    the    same    time. 

°  Vide  foregoing  papers. 
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No.  34^^.  dated  Calcutta  the  otli  April  1898. 

From — E.     W.     Collin,    Esq.,     Offg.    Secretary  to    the  Board     of 

Revenue,  L.  P., 
To — The     Secretary    to    the     Government    oi'    Bengal,       Revenue 

Department. 

With  reference  to  Government  order  No.  2414,  dated  the  14th 
of  August  1897,  and  enclosures,  I  am  directed  to  submit  herewith,  for 
the  consideration  and  orders  of  Government,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
No.  525R.G.,  dated  the  3rd  of  January  1898,  from  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Burdwan  Division,  and  of  its  enclosures,  together  with  a  detailed 
estimate,  in  original,  of  cost  of  Rs.  37,081,  for  thorough  repairs  to 
the  Hooghly  Imambara  building  damaged  by  the  earthquake  of  the 
12th  June  1897.  The  submission  of  this  report  has  been  delayed  by 
the  necessity  of  ascertaining  from  the  Accountant-General,  Bengal,  the 
estate  of   the    balance    availal)le    under    the    control    of   Government. 

2.     The    two    proposals     made     by  the    members     of    the     Imambara 

Committee,     which     are     set     forth    in  your    letter    under    replj',    are    as 
follows  : — 

(1)  that    the    sum    of    Rs.    10,000  which,    it    is   said,     represents    the 

surplus  income  of  the  Syed]  ur  Trust  Estate,  may  be 
divided  proportionately  between  the  different  shares  of 
the  Mohsin  Endowment  Fund  in  accordance  with  Govern- 
ment   order   No.    501,    dated    the    23rd     August     1879,    and 

(2)  that    a    grant    may    be    made    from    the   Genei-al     Fund    standing 

to  the  credit  of  the  four-ninths  share  for  the  repairs  of 
the   ImamViara. 

Before    considering    these    proposals.    I     am    to    explain     that,     looking 

to   their   present    position  in  regard 
as  his  salary.  [      f°"^     P'""'     t""'  ^■^^'^'   Syedpur   'i  rust  Estate,  it  is 

bara  Lnmmittee.  •" 

3.  One-ninth  (retained  by  Gov- 1  Board    have   been    Consulted    in  the 

eminent)  to  l>e  applied  to  |  „       ■  ^ 

purposes  of  a  beiiefioent  >■     "gjg       P""""     matter.        Ihoy       administer        the 

4.  Four'-nin'ths     for      secular'     ^  Estate   and   provide   the   income   of 

"sea.  Rs.    60,000    a   year     which    is     dis- 

jjgjjig  tributed    to    the    different     shares* 

under  the  orders  of  Government  of 
the  23rd  August  1879.     The  Board 
have    no    control    over    expenditure 
either    of   the    one-ninth     or   three- 
ninths    shares  devoted    to    religious 
purposes,  or    the    remaining    shares 
devoted  to  secular  purposes    except 
the     monthly     fixed     charges      of     Rs.      1,614,     detailed     in    the     margin, 
payable   from   the   four-ninths  share.     The    report    now    submitted    is   given 
on    the   information    regarding   the    estate    on    record     in     this     office     and 


lis. 

Imambara  servants 

750 

Pensions 

117 

Establishment  of  the  Local  Agent 

at  Hooghly 

100 

Hospital 

600 

Law  charges 

39 

1,614 
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on    that    which    the    Board    have    been    able    to   obtain    from   the    Account- 
tant-General,  Bengal. 

3.  With  regard  to  the  first  point,  I  am  to  say  that  in  July  1897, 
the  Accountant-General  reported  on  the  Board's  request  that  there  was 
an  approximate  ballance  of  Rs.  10,000  at  the  end  of  June  1897  to 
the  credit  of  the  Mohsin  Phidowment  Fund  and  that  the  exact  amount 
at  credit  of  the  fund  could  not  be  ascertained  owing  to  the  accounts 
for  the  year  1896-97  not  having  been  then  finally  closed.  Out  of  this 
balance  a  sum  of  Rs.  1,000  was  sanctioned  by  the  Board  for  urgent 
repairs  to  the  Imambara  buildings,  on  account  of  the  damage  done  by 
the  erthquake,  pending  enquiries  as  to  the  fund  from  which  such  repairs 
would  be  ultimately  provided.  On  this,  the  Mutwalli  of  the  Imambara 
protested,  through  the  Local  Agent,  against  the  payment  on  this  account 
of  any  money  from  this  Rs.  10,000,  apparently  supposing  this  amount 
to  be  the  surplus  of  the  Syudpur  Trust  Estate,  which  according  to 
precedent,  would  be  distributed,  when  a  sufficient  surplus  had  accrued 
among  the  different  shares  benefited  by  the  fund.  It  appeared,  how- 
ever, on  subsequent  enquiries  that  this  sui-plus  was  the  sui-plus  balance 
of  the  four-ninths  share  to  which  the  other  shares  have  no  claim  at 
all.  The  claim  of  the  Mutwalli  is,  therefore,  untenable.  He  is  only 
entitled  to  the  one-ninth  share  of  the  surplus  profits  of  the  estate  left 
after  the  annual  payment  of  Rs.  60,000  to  different  shares.  This  surplus 
is  distributed  every  five  years  ;  but  in  1894,  as  the  surplus  was  small, 
no  distribution  was  made.  The  next  distribution  will  take  place  in 
March  1899,  when  the  balance  will  be  ascertained  after  the  audit  of 
the   accounts    of   the   estate. 

4.  With  regai'd  to  the  request  of  the  members  of  the  Committee 
of  Management  of  the  liooghly  Imambara  that  the  repairs  of  the 
Imambara  buildings  should  be  carried  out  from  the  four-ninths  share 
or  secular  fund,  I  am  to  say  that  the  four-ninths  share  of  the  Mohsin 
Endowment  I'und,  together  with  the  one-ninth  share  retained  by 
Government  is  (after  the  payment  of  the  charges  mentioned  in  the 
margin  of  paragraph  2  above  which  are  under  the  control  of  the  Board) 
devoted  to  the  purposes  of  Muhammadan  education  under  the  direct 
control  of  Government.  To  this  fund  is  added  the  entire  amount 
arising  from  the  interest  on  the  fixed  investment  of  Rs.  10,57,000  and 
the  variable  investment  of  Rs.  1,48,000  in  Government  securities.  The 
balance  of  the  fund  now  available  amounted  to  Rs.  27,498-15-8  on  the 
31st  December  1897,  and  it  is  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  Government. 
The  Board  have  already  sanctioned,  as  a  special  case,  the  expenditure 
of  Rs.  2,790  for  urgent  repairs  to  the  Imambara  buildings,  rendered 
necessary  by  the  earthquake,  from  the  general  fund  standing  at  the 
credit  of  the  four-ninths  share.  This  sanction  was  given  on  the  Board's 
responsibility,  owing  to  the  urgency  of  the  case,  and  it  was  explained 
that  it  was  given  pending  a  report  as  to  the  full  amount  which  would 
be  required  and  how  it  would  be  provided.  This  subject  is  now  to  be 
considered. 

5.  In  considering  the  application  of  the  Imambara  Committee  for 
a   grant     from    the     four-ninths     shai-e    or   the  general    fund   to   meet    the 
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cost  of  the  repairs,  it  would  appear  at  first  sight  that  such  a  pro- 
posal could  not  be  entertained.  Under  the  terms  of  Haji  Mohammad 
Mohsin's  bequest,  the  proceeds  of  the  three-ninths  share  were  to  be 
appropriated,  among  other  religious  observances,  for  the  repairs  of  the 
Imamhara  and  tiio  burying  ground.  Owing,  however,  apparently  to  the 
system  of  management  pursued  for  this  three-ninths  share,  a  departure 
from  these  terms  had  to  be  sanctioned  in  January  1883,  when  Govern- 
ment by  its  orders  Nos.  79-34  L.  R.,  dated  10th  January  1883,  allowed 
Rs.  25,000  to  be  appropriated  from  the  four-ninths  share  for  the  repairs 
of  the  Imambara.  The  order  recites  that  this  sanction  is  altogether 
exceptional  and  that  it  must  be  thoroughly  understood  that  ordinarily 
the  three-ninths  share  must,  in  future,  be  responsible  for  the  repair  of 
the  Imambara  buildings.  The  members  of  the  Committee  now  ignore  this 
warning  and  quote  the  orders  of  Government  of  1883  as  a  simple 
precedent  for  their  present  application.  Tf,  as  is  apparently  the  case, 
the  causes  which  led  to  this  special  sanction  being  given  in  1883, 
are  still  in  existence,  the  Government  may  justifiably  follow  this 
precedent.  Mr.  Toynbee  has  left  on  record  that  if  the  circumstances 
of  1882,  were  altogether  exceptional,  so  also  was  the  earthquake  of 
June  1897,  and  the  damage  it  caused.  While,  therefore,  there  is 
the  highest  authority  for  pronouncing  that  the  sum  of  Rs.  37,081  now 
required  to  meet  the  cost  of  the  repairs  rendered  necessary  by  the 
earthquake  should  be  paid  from  the  three-ninths  share,  it  appears  that 
this  course  is  not  feasible,  and  that  it  never  will  be  feasible  unless 
the  system  of  management  of  that  share  is  radically  changed.  Mr, 
Oldham  can  see  no  good  reason  why  the  surplus,  which  has  accrued 
on  this  share,  should  not  be  appropriated  to  the  present  needs,  since 
apparently  the  surplus,  which  has  accrued  on  the  four-ninths  and  the 
one-ninth  share,  the  proceeds  of  which  are  managed  by  Government, 
must  so  be  used.  There  is  no  course  open  but  to  meet  the  very 
considerable  balance,  as  was  done  in  1883,  from  the  educational  and 
general  fund  formed  by  the  four-ninths  share  and  from  as  much  of 
the  one-ninth  share  retained  by  Government  {vide  paragraph  2  above, 
as    is    available). 

6.  Reverting  to  the  remarks  oflfered  in  my  preceding  paragraph 
about  the  liability  of  the  three-ninths  share,  it  will  be  observed  that 
the  Board  can  only  refer  on  that  point  to  the  terms  of  the  trust  and 
to  the  affirmation  of  them  given  by  Government  order  No.  79-34L.R., 
dated  the  10th  January  1883,  which  at  the  same  time  sanctioned  the 
departure  from  them  which  is  the  precedent  for  the  present  application  : 
nor  have  the  Board  any  direct  relations  with  the  Imambara  Committee, 
whose  members  have  addressed  Government  direct.  Mr.  Oldham  has 
learned  from  the  Mutwalli,  Maulvi  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed,  that  the  reason 
why  the  three-ninths  share  can  spare  no  margin  for  the  repairs  of  the 
Imambara  is  that  "the  things  on  which  it  is  expended,  have  increased 
so  much  in  costs,  and  the  principal  of  these  things  are  lights  for  reli- 
giq^s  ceremonies  and  alms  and  doles  of  food  to  the  poor.  According  to 
the  construction  of  the  terms  of  the  trust,  however,  no  fixed  scale 
for  lights  and  alms  and  doles  was  laid  down,  but  a  certain  proportion 
of     the     proceeds     of    the  property    was   appropriated   for   supplying   these 
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rcquisiti'S,  which  apiiareiitly  were  to  he  supplied  aecording  to  the 
funds  available.  In  this  viinv,  it  may  ho  a  question  if  the  members 
of  the  Tmaniltara  Committee  should  not  be  called  upon  to  provide  in 
future  for  these  requisites,  according  to  their  means,  and  not  according 
to  the  demands  made  upon  them,  and  to  leave  a  margin  for  those 
other  necessary  purposes  for  which  the  three-ninths  shares  of  the 
trust   property    were    set    apart. 


No.    .525R.G.,  dated    Chinsurah,    the    3rd    January    1898. 

From — C.    E,     Huckland,      Esq.,    c.i.e.,    OtKciating     Commissioner 
of    the   Jkirdwan   Division, 

i'o — The    Secretary    to   the    Board    of    Revenue,    L.    P. 

With  reference  to  your  memorandum  No.  165W.,  of  the  30th 
August  last,  and  subsequent  reminders,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit 
herewith,  for  favour  of  sanction,  a  detailed  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
thorough  repairs  to  the  Imambara  buildings  necessitated  by  the  damages 
done    to   them   by    the    eartluiuake    of    12th    June    1897. 

2.  I  beg  also  to  submit  herewith  copies  of  the  letters  noted  in 
No.  51,  dated  26th  July  1897.  t^i^  margin  from  the  Local  Agent,  Hooghly, 
Ko.  73,  dated  23rd  September  1897.    and    to   ask    that    the   point     therein     raised    by 

No.  121,  dated  20tliDeueuiber  1897.       ,  ,r  ,.•  •  .i  p  ii 

the      JMutwalli      may      receive      the      lavourable 
consideration    of   the    IJoard. 

3.  The  enclosures  to  your  memorandum  under  reply  are  herewith 
returned. 


No.    51. 

Dated    Chinsurah,    the    26th    July    1897. 

Memo,    by — D.    \>.    Allen.    Esq.,    Local   Agent,    Hooghly. 

Copy  of  the  following,  together  with  a  copy  of  Mutwalli's  letter 
No.  243,  dated  22nd  Julj'  1897,  to  which  this  is  a  reply,  submitted 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan  Division,  with  reference  to  his 
No.    73R.   G.,    of   the    12th    idem. 

2.  In  this  connection  his  attention  is  also  solicited  to  his 
No.     157R.    G.,    dated    25th    November    1895. 


No.    50,    dated    Chinsurah,    the    26th    July   1897. 

From — D.    B.  Allen,  Esq.,   Local    Agent,    Hooghly, 

To — The    ]\Iutwalli    of   the    Hooghly    Imambara. 

In   reply   to   your    No.     243    of    22nd    instant,    I    have    the    honour     to 
observe     that    rthe    protest   against   the   payment    of   Rs.    1,000   from   the 
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surplus    balance    of   the    four-ninths    share   should,    I    think,    be    suljuiitted 
to   the    Hoard    by   the   Managing   Committee   of   the    three-ninths    share, 

2.     However,      a     copy      of     your     IctttT      will     be      sent       to     the 
Commissioner. 


No.  243,  dated    Hooghly,    the    22nd    July    1897. 

From — ^louLvi     Saiyid     Ashkafuduin    Ahmed,     Khan    Bahaduu, 
Mutwalli    of   the    Hooghly    Imambara, 

To — The   Local    Agent.    Hooghly. 

In  reply  to  your  No.  47,  dated  the  20th  instant,  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  you  that  I  had  yesterday  asked  the  District 
Engineer  to  send  you  the  desired  estimate  up  to  Rs.  1,000  for  the 
immediate   repairs    required    for    the    Imambai*a. 

2.  I  cannot  help  expi-essing  my  regret  at  not  receiving  a  reply 
to  the  point  raised  by  me,  regarding  the  advisability  of  the  payment 
o|  the  sum  of  Rs.  1,000  for  the  repairs  out  of  about  Rs.  10,000 
which,  according  to  the  letter  of  ]Mr.  Collin,  is  with  the  Accountant- 
General.  The  amount  referred  to  with  him  is  most  probably  the 
surplus  money  of  the  Syudpur  Trust  Estate,  and  if  it  be  so,  then  by 
the  Government  order  of  the  23rd  August  1879,  it  should  be  distri- 
buted to  the  different  shares,  instead  of  its  being  used  to  the  benetit 
of   any   particular    share. 

3.  I,  therefore,  have  the  honour  to  pi'ay  that  you  would  be 
graciously'  pleased  to  represent  my  respectful  protest,  through  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Division,  to  the  Hon'ble  Board,  regarding  the 
payment  of  any  amount  out  of  the  surplus  money  of  the  Syudpur 
Trust  Estate,  before  its  distribution  to  the  different  shares,  and 
kindly  recommending  that  the  expenses  of  the  repairs  may  be  met 
from  the  miscellaneous  deposit  of  the  Mohsin  Trust  Fund  with  the 
Accountant-General  which,  as  published  Ijy  him  in  the  Calcutta 
Gazette   of   the    22nd    A^ril    1896,    amounts  to    Hs,    1,48,400. 

4.  Any  amount  paid  out  of  the  surplus  money  would  entail 
a  heavy  loss  upon  my  share,  and  I  therefore  beg  to  lay  my  case  as 
well  as  of  the  three-ninths  share's  case  before  you  and  the  other  author- 
ities,   and    await    justice    at    your   and    at    their    hands. 

.5.  I  cannot  pass  without  mentioning  the  facts  to  your  good  self 
that  the  Hooghly  Imambara  buildings  which  were  last  repaired  in 
1884,  by  the  order  of  Government,  through  the  Public  Woi-ks  Depart- 
ment, at  a  cost  of  Rs.  30,500  from  the  four-ninrhs  share,  are  in 
urgent  need  of  thorough  repairs  which  is  roughly  estimated  by  the 
Hooghly    District    Engineer    to    cost    about    Rs.    25,000. 


597 


6 

No.  73,    dated    Chiusurah,    the    23rd    September    1897. 

From — D.    li.    Allen,    Esq.,    Local   Agent,    Hooghly, 
To — The    Commissioner    of    the    IJurdwan     Division. 

Referring  to  your  No.  73  R.  G.,  dated  12th  July  1897,  forwarding 
copy  of  the  Board's  No.  135  W..  of  the  6th  idem,  sanctioning  from 
the  surplus  balance  of  the  four-ninths  share  of  the  Syudpur  Trust 
Estate  a  sum  of  Ks.  1,000  for  eLecting  urgent  repairs  to  the  damages 
caused  to  the  Imambara  buildings  by  the  last  earthquake,  I  have 
the  honour  to  state  that  the  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  has 
very  strongly  requested  me  to  forward  his  protest  against  the  same.  A 
copy  of  his  protest  has  already  been  submitted  to  you  with  my 
No.  51,  dated  24th  July  last.  He  contends  that  the  surplus  balance 
from  all  the  nine  shares  of  the  Syudpur  Trust  Estate  is  divisible 
amongst  all  the  shares,  and  no  portion  of  such  balance  can  be 
appropriated  to  any  particular  purpose.  He  argues  that  the  benefit 
of  the  surplus  should  be  enjoyed  by  all  the  shares  and  if,  as  in  the 
present  instance,  the  sanctioned  amount  of  Rs.  1,000  is  to  go  towards 
the  repair  of  the  Imambara,  the  Mutwalli  will  lose  proportionately  the 
benefits    of   its    quota    that    falls    to   his    share,    viz.,    one-ninth. 

2.  In  support  of  his  contention  he  cites  Government  order  No.  501, 
dated  23rd  August  1879,  copy  of  which  was  communicated  to  this 
ofiice  with  your  No.  227,  dated  11th  November  1879.  Thus,  as  I 
find  from  previous  coi-respondence  that  the  Mutwalli's  contention  is 
not  without  precedent  and  as  he  has  only  a  life-interest  in  the  share, 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  his  contention  bears  weight.  I,  therefore, 
request  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  move  the  higher  authorities  to 
consider    his    protest    favourably. 

3.  In  this  connection,  I  beg  to  invite  your  attention  to  Govern- 
ment orders  No.  1280  T.  G.  (Education),  dated  19th  September  1885, 
copy  received  with  your  No.  115,  dated  9th  October  1885,  and 
No.  205  (Education),  dated  17th  Mai'ch  1890,  copy  received  with  your 
No.  5  R.  G.,  dated  7th  April  1890,  which  will  show  the  distribution 
of  the  surplus  funds  rateably  among  the  ditFerent  shares  on  two 
previous    occasions. 


No.    121,    dated    Chinsurah,    the    20th    December    1897. 
P'rom — The  Local  Agent,    Hooghly, 

To — The    Commissioner    of    the    Burdwan    Division. 

With  reference  to  your  No.  117  R.  G.,  of  6th  September  last 
and  subsequent  reminders,  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herwith  a 
detailed  estimate  of  the  cost  of  Rs.  37,081,  for  the  thorough  repair 
of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  buildings  damaged  by  the  earthquake  of  the 
12th    June    1897. 
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2.  From  letter  No.  158,  dated  16th  June  1897,  to  the  address  of 
Government,  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Management  of  the 
Hooghly  Imambara  state  that,  owing  to  the  increase  that  has  taken 
place  in  recent  years  in  the  prices  of  articles,  the  task  of  performing 
religious  duties  has  become  extremely  difficult,  and  the  three-ninths 
share  from  which  the  cost  of  such  repairs  should,  as  has  been 
directed  in  Government  No.  4036,  dated  30th  October  1863,  be  met, 
is  inadequate  to  defray  any  expenditure  beyond  the  ordinary  require- 
ments of  the  religious  ceremonies.  They,  therefore,  solicit  that  the 
entire  cost  of  repair,  be  paid  from  the  four-ninths  share  of  the 
Mohsin    Endowment    Fund. 

3.  On  a  reference  to  the  Government  letter  No.  79-34  L.  R., 
dated  the  10th  January  1883,  a  copy  of  which  was  received  with  your 
No.  161,  dated  1st  February  1883,  I  see  that  on  a  pi-evious  occasion 
a  sum  of  Rs.  25,000  was  sanctioned  by  Government  from  the  four- 
ninths  share  as  a  special  case,  as  no  money  was  available  from  the 
three-ninths    share. 

4.  For  the  above  reasons  I  request  the  favour  of  your  moving 
the  Government  of  Bengal  to  accord  sanction  to  the  expenditui'e  of 
Rs.  37,081  for  the  repair  of  the  buildings  from  the  four-ninths  share 
of   the   Endowment   Fund    as  was   done  in   the  year    1883-84. 

5.  The  enclosures  of  your  letter  under  reference  are  returned  as 
requested. 
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Revenue  Department, 
Land    Revenue. 
No.    182T.-R. 
From 

M.   Finucane,   Esq.,   c.s.i., 

Secretary   to   the    Government    of   Bengal, 
To 

The   Members   of   the   Committee   of   Management, 

Hooghly   Imambara, 

Darjeeling,    the    11th   June    1898. 

Gentlemen, 

With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  158  of  16th  June  1897 
reporting  that  considerable  damage  had  been  done  to  the  Imambara 
buildings  at  Hooghly  by  the  earthquake  of  the  12th  June  last,  and 
in  view  of  the  inability  of  the  Committee  of  Management  of  the  ijth 
share  of  the  Mohsiii  Fund  to  find  the  necessaiy  funds  for  repairs 
requesting  that,  as  on  a  previous  occasion,  ^a  grant  may  be  made  for 
the  purpose  from  the  yth  share  which  is  under  the  administration 
of  this  Government,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  a  detailed 
estimate  for  the  necessary  repairs  having  now  been  prepared  the  total 
cost  amounts  to  Rs.  37,081.  Although  a  portion  of  this  large 
expenditure  has  been  necessitated  by  the  damage  done  by  the  earth- 
quake, I  am  to  point  out  that  a  considerable  sum  would  in  any  case 
have  been  required  for  the  ordinary  periodical  repairs  of  the  building 
which  has  not  since  1883-8-4  received  any  thorough  overhauling,  though 
petty  repairs  are  reported  to  have  been  made.  The  District  Engineer 
of  Hooghly  was  referred  to,  and  he  estimates  that  no  less  than  ^th 
of  the  total  is  for  ordinary  repairs  entirely  separate  from  those  rendered 
necessary    by    the    earthquake. 

The  "  previous  occasion "  referred  to  by  the  Committee  as  a 
precedent  for  their  present  application  arose  in  1883.  In  their  letter 
No.  41  of  June  1882,  the  Committee  of  Management,  in  soliciting 
Government  for  a  gi-ant  from  the  yth  share  to  prevent  tlie  Imam- 
bara buildings  falling  into  ruin,  stated,  as  now,  that  they  themselves 
were  unable  to  meet  the  expenditure  from  the  funds  at  their  disposal 
which  were  absorbed  in  the  religious  observances  connected  with  the 
institutixDn.  In  communicating  sanction  to  the  grant  then  asked  for 
Government,  as  the  administrator  of  the  f,th.  share,  in  their  letter 
No.  79-34  L.R.  of  10th  January  1883,  copy  of  which  was  communicated 
to  the  Committee  with  Government  No.  80-35  L.R.  of  the  same  date 
addressed   the    Board   of   Revenue   as    follows  : — 

"  The     sanction     now    given    must    be    regarded    as    altogether    excep- 
tional,   and    it    must    be    thoroughly    understood     that     ordinarily    the     iJth 
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share  must  be  responsible  alike  for  the  cost  of  the  religious  observances 
and  for  the  repair  of  the  buildings.  To  this  end  steps  should  be 
taken  to  secure  a  proper  supervision  of  tlie  expenditure  of  the  funds 
appertaining   to   that    share." 

In  the  face  of  this  clear  and  explicit  declai-ation,  the  Lieutenant, 
Governor  is  unable  to  admit  that  the  acrion  of  Government  in  1883, 
can  form  the  slightesl  precedent  upon  which  a  claim  to  assistance 
from  the  ;^th  share  can  now  be  based.  On  the  contrarj',  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  would  reasonably  have  expected  that  after  the 
position  of  affairs  had  been  clearly  explained  to  the  Committee  in  1883, 
they  would  have  made  such  arrange  men  is  with  the  income  at  their 
disposal  as  would  have  led  to  the  accumulatiou  of  a  fund  from  which 
the  necessary  repaii'S,  which,  sooner  or  later  were  inevitable,  could 
have    been    executed. 

3.  At  the  same  time  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  aware  that  the 
occurrence  of  the  earthquake  was  an  exceptional  circumstance,  which 
could  not  have  been  foreseen,  and  which  has  exposed  the  Gcanmittee 
to  liabilities  for  the  meeting  of  which  they  may,  with  fairness,  ask 
assistance.  To  that  extent  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  willing  to  accede 
to  the  present  request  of  the  Committee,  though  in  so  doing  His 
Honour  in  no  way  departs  from  the  position  assumed  by  Sir  Rivers 
Thompson  in  1883,  as  to  the  normal  liability  of  the  .jth  share  for  the 
repairs  to  the  building.  Sir  John  Woodburn,  therefore,  proposes  to 
advance  from  the  the  yth  share  the  sum  of  Rs.  37,081,  required  to 
place  the  buildings  in  proper  repair,  but  with  a  vigw  of  enforcing  the 
responsibility  of  the  yth  share  which  was  explained  in  1883,  but 
apparently  to  no  effect.  His  Honour  is  only  prepared  to  do  so  on 
condition  that  the  Committee  repay  fth  of  the  cost  or  Rs.  21,188  in 
five  equal  annual  instalments  payable  on  the  1st  March  1899,  corres- 
ponding dates  of  the  four  subsequent  years.  The  Lieutenant- 
Governor  is  unable  to  accept  the  statement  of  the  Committee  as  to 
their  inability  to  find  funds.  The  repair  of  the  buildings  is  as 
much  a  legitimate  charge  upon  their  finances  as  the  religious  obser- 
vances in  which  at  present  th^r  whole  income  is  absorbed,  and  the 
Committee  should  make  their  financial  arrangements  accordingly,  with  a 
view  to  providing  for  it.  It  will  only  be  possible  for  the  four-ninths_ 
share  to  meet  this  expenditure  by  considerable  disarrangement  of  the 
budget  provisions,  and  the  Lieutenant-Governor  can  give  no  encourage- 
ment to  the  idea  that  that  share  is  always  available  to  meet 
demands    which   legitimately   fall   upon   the  Committee. 

4.  Upon  receipt  of  an  application,  the  necessary  funds  Avill  be 
advanced   on   the   terms    now    indicated,    and     the    repairs    can     be    under- 


taken   at    once. 


I  have   the   honour   to   be. 
Gentlemen, 
Your   most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)    M.   FINUCANE, 
Secretary   to  the   Government    of   Beugal. 
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No.  183— T.  R. 

Copy   forwarded    to   tlie    Director    of    PuIjHc    Instruction,     Jjongal,    for 
information. 


No.  184— T.  R. 


Copy  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  Land 
Revenue  Department,  for  information,  with  reference  to  his  letter 
No.  34 W.,   dated   the   5th   April    1898.- 

By    order    of    the    Lieutenant-Governor    of    Bengal, 

(Sd.)   H.  WHEELER, 
Under-Secretary    to   the    Government    of     BengaL 


Darjeelixg, 
The    11th   June    1898. 
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No.  189,  dated    Calcutta,    the    19th    August    1898. 

From — The  Members    of    the    Committee    of    Management  of    the 
Hooghly    Imambara, 

To — The      Secretary    to   the    Government    '.  of     Bengal,     Revenue 
Department. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  182-T.R.,  dated  11th  June,  which  reached  our  office  on  the  17th 
of  June  1898,  and  at  the  same  time  to  offer  our  apologies  for  the 
delay  in  communicating  our  reply,  for  the  subject  i-equired  serious  con- 
sideration   and    unavoidably    took    time    to   arrive    at    a    conclusion. 

2.  We  were  about  to  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  His  Honour 
the  Lieutenant-Governor,  a  representation  showing  the  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements, and  the  present  needs  and  requirements  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara,  and  praying  for  an  additional  gi-ant  from  the  Kharij  Towliut 
Fund  for  the  upkeep  of  the  rites  and  ceremonies  which  are  essential 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  Institution,  ard  also  to  make  a  provision 
for  future  repairs.  Under  the  circumstances,  instead  of  submitting 
a  separate  representation,  we  think  it  will  be  convenient  to  embody 
in   this    communication    all    that    is    necessary   to    be    said    on    the  subject. 

3.  The  yeai'ly  allowance  of  Rs.  20,000  allotted  to  the  three-ninth 
share  for  the  maintenance  of  the  religious  portion  of  the  Trust  was 
fixed  at  a  time  when  all  the  articles  were  cheap.  Within  the  last 
25  years  prices  have  almost  ti-ebled,  the  consequence  being  that  what 
was  amply  sufficient  many  years  ago  is  found  now  to  be  wholly 
inadequate    to   meet   the   customary   and    necessary   expenses. 

4.  The  yearly  account  of  the  three-ninth  share  submitted  by  the 
Mutwalli  up  to  March  1898  shows  the  inci'ease  in  the  expense  of 
observing  the  customary  religious  rites  and  ceremonies,  chiefly  owing  to 
the  enormous  rise  in  the  prices  of  articles  within  recent  years.  The  rise 
in  the  price  of  articles  of  food  has  also  necessitated  some  increment  in 
the  pay  of  the  Imambara  employes.  Last  year  a  large  sum  had  to  be 
given  by  way  of  famine  compensation,  though,  we  hope,  this  will  prove  an 
exceptional  expenditure.  Besides  the  cause  already  mentioned  there 
has  been  of  late  a  large  influx  of  "  Waredeens "  (charity  seekers)  from 
various  parts  of  India,  Persia  and  other  places,  whom  it  is  absolutely 
impossible  to  turn  away  without  some  gratuity.  Since  the  death  of  the 
late  ex-King  of  Oudh  in  1887,  a  host  of  reciters  and  mourners,  who 
used  to  throng  the  Garden  Reach  Imambara,  annually  visit  the  Mohsin 
Institution  during  the  Moharram  and  Ramjan,  and  in  spite  of  every 
endeavour  to  keep  down  their  number  the  Mutwalli  says,  he  finds  it 
impossible  to  prevent  an  increase.  We  have  from  time  to  time  made 
various  retrenchments  and  have  only  recently  directed  the  Mutwalli  to 
make  certain  other  economies  which  can  be  effected  without  giving 
rise  to  ill-feeling  and  agitation  among  the  Shiahs  both  here  and 
elsewhere. 
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5.  Between  August.  1883  and  ]\Iay  1884,  under  favouralile  cir- 
cumstances the  Mutwalli  was  able,  under  our  directions,  lo  save 
Rs.  3,500  now  iu  deposit  with  the  Accountant-General  of  Bengal. 
You  are  already  aware  of  the  litigation  in  which  a  number  of  evil- 
disposed  and  mischievous  persons  in  Calcutta  and  Hooghly  involved 
the  Imambara  during  the  last  two  years.  Tliis  litigation  .vas  forced 
upon  the  institution  and  has  added  to  its  burdens  and  we  have  Ijeen 
obliged  to  take  Rs.  500  out  of  the  aforesaid  savings  to  pay  the 
vakeels  engaged .  in  those  suits.  The  balance  of  Rs.  3,000  is  held 
for  the  purpose  of  necessary  repairs  to  the  paraphernalia  of  the 
Imamliarah. 

6.  In  the  al)sence  of  any  other  means  the  IMutwalli  has  had,  in 
order  to  meet  the  necessary  expenses,  to  draw  upon  the  Kharij- 
Towleut  Fund,  which  by  a  Government  letter  was  intended  as  a 
supporter  to  the  ijth  share.  It  was  felt,  however,  that  to  go  on 
this  principle  for  any  length  of  time  was  utterly  impracticable  and 
we,  therefore,  intended,  as  already  stated,  to  request  the  Government 
for  an  additional  grant  of  a  sum  of  Rs.  4,000  annually  from  the 
^ths  share  iu  support  of  the  |th  share,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  the  increased  expenditure,  but  also  for  making  a  provision 
for   future  repairs. 

7.  In  order  to  give  effect  to  His  Honour's  decision  the  Committee 
will  have  to  make  a  reduction  of  nearly  half  of  the  staff  and  subs- 
tantially curtail  the  rites  and  ceremonies  pertaining  to  the  religious 
portion  of  the  Ti-ust.  Any  such  drastic  attempt  on  our  part  will, 
we  believe,  give  rise  to  considerable  ill-feeling  among  the  Muhammadan 
community.  At  the  same  time  in  deference  to  His  Honour's  views 
we  have  thought  it  expedient  to  depute  two  of  the  members,  viz., 
Hajee  Ali  Muhammad  Sherazi  and  Dr.  Mirza  Muhammad  IMusoom,  to  go 
through  the  accounts  of  the  Imambarah  and  to  try  and  find  out  in 
consultation  with  the  Mutwallee  in  what  direction  and  to  what  extent 
reduction  is  possible  without  seriously  offending  the  feelings  of  the 
community    or    materially    affecting   the    rites    and    ceremonies. 

8.  They  have  been  asked  to  submit  a  report  as  early  as  possible. 
But  we  feel  doubtful  that  the  reductions  would  amount  even  to  Rs.  1,000 
a  year.  This  saving,  though  at  the  cost  of  some  ill-feeling  on  the 
part  of  the  Muhammadan  community,  will  probably  enable  the  Com- 
mittee to  defray  the  expenses  of  future  repairs  without  calling  upon 
Government  for  help  from  the  Mohsin  Miscellaneous  Fund,  but  it 
will  not  be  possible  by  any  means  in  the  power  of  the  committee 
to  refund  annually  such  a  large  sum.  as  the  Government  has 
directed    in    your    letter    under  reply    should    be  paid    back. 

9.  We  think  it  right  to  mention  that  the  Committee,  although 
vested  with  the  supervisory  control  of  the  Imambarah,  constitute 
a  I'epresentative  body  from  the  community  and  cannot  institute  drastic 
reforms  calculated  to  wound  the  feelings  and  susceptibilities  of  the 
general  body  of  Muhammadans  and  they  have.  consequently  to  con- 
duct the  management  w^ith  some  regard  to  the  feelings  of  the  people 
interested    in   the    Imambara. 
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10.  It  would  not  1)0  tmt  of  place  to  uieutioii  that  at  the 
present  moment  tlievi^  an'.  as  we  understand,  two  sums — (^n*;  of 
nearly  ten  Jalciis  and  anoth(>r  of  a  lakh  and  a  half  rupees,  in  the 
hands  of  the  Accountant-General  of  Bengal,  the  latter  Standing  to 
the  credit  of  the  Mohsin  Fund  on  miscellaneous  accounts  alone. 
In  1835,  as  appears  from  letter  No.  -1036,  dated  the  30tli  of  Octo 
ber  1863,  addressed  by  the  Officiating  Secretary  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  the 
Government  directed  that  after  setting  apart  from  the  entire  amount, 
arnsing  from  the  interest  on  the  funds  that  had  then  accumulated, 
such  amount  as  might  be  necessary  to  provide  appropriate  build- 
ings, including  the  charge  of  rebuilding  or  repairing  the  Imambarah 
and  other  religious  edifices,  if  it  should  be  necessary  to  renew  these, 
the  whole  of  the  remainder  should  be  considered  as  a  Trust  Fund 
the  interest  of  which,  with  the  other  items,  might  be  appropriated  to 
the  purposes  of  education.  From  this  it  may  be  inferred  that  even 
then  it  was  contemplated  the  cost  of  repairs  should  not  be  thrown 
on  the  allowance  for  the  performance  of  the  religious  rites  and 
ceremonies. 

11.  However  that  mxy  be,  considering  the  sums  standing  to 
the  credit  of  the  Trust,  we  thouht,  we  may  fairly  represent  to  Govern- 
ment the  necessity  of  an  additional  grant  in  order  to  enable  the 
management  to  carry  out  the  directions  of  the  founder,  in  accordance 
with  established  usage  and  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  and 
feelings  of  the  community.  We  venture  to  hope  that  His  Honour 
will    consider  the    representation    as     reasonable. 

12.  Should  Government,  however,  be  disinclined  to  make  the 
additional  grant  prayed  for,  the  management,  will  of  course,  try  to 
make  such  reduction  as  is  possible,  but  they  must  respectfully  ask 
that  the  sum  required  for  the  present  repairs  be  given  without  the  con- 
dition for  payment,  which,  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  t!ie  Committee 
to    comply  with. 
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Kkvenue    Dki'aktment. 
Land    Ro  veil  lie. 

No.    716  T.  R. 
Fnnn 

M.    Fixrc.\NE.    Esq.,  c.p.i. 

Secretary    to    the    Government    of    Bengal, 

To 

The    ^lenibers    of    the    Committee    of   Management 

of    Hooghly    Imambara. 

Darjeeling,   the    11th    October    1898. 
Gentlemen, 

I  am  directed  to  ackno»vledge  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  189, 
dated  the  i9th  August  1898,  replying  to  Government  order  No.  182-T.R. 
of  the  11th  June.  In  that  letter  you  were  informed  that  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  was  prepared  to  advance  from  the  four-ninths 
share  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Syedyur  Trust  Estate  the  sum  of 
Rs.  37,081  to  place  the  Imambara  buildings  at  Hooghly  in  proper 
repair,  but  in  view  of  the  responsibility  of  the  three-ninths  share  for^ 
the  repairs  of  the  buildings  under  ordinary  circumstances,  only  ou  the 
condition  that  the  Committee  were  w^illing  to  repay  four-sevenths  of 
the  cost  in  five  equal  annual  instalments.  In  your  present  letter 
it  is  represented  that  the  yearly  allowance  of  Rs.  20,000  allotted  to  the 
three-ninths  share  for  the  maintenance  of  the  religious  portion  of  the 
trust  was  fixed  at  a  time  when  all  articles  were  cheap,  and  that  within 
the  last  25  years  prices  have  almost  trebled,  with  the  result  that  the 
funds  at  your  disposal  are  no  longer  sufficient  to  meet  the  customary 
and  necessarj'  expenses.  It  is  stated  that  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
terms  laid  down  by  Government,  drastic  reductions,  which  would  be 
repugnant  to  the  sense  of  the  Muhanimadan  community  would  be 
necessary  in  the  staff  maintained  and  in  the  expenditure  on  the  religious 
rites  and  ceremonies,  and  while  it  is  I'ejorted  that  the  Committee  are 
considenng  the  possibility  of  etFecting  some  economies,  it  is  not  anticipated 
that  the  amount  so  saved  would  amount  to  even  Rs.  1,000  a  year. 
Finally  it  is  suggested  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Government  in  1835 
that  the  cost  of  repairs  should  not  be  thrown  upon  the  allowance  for 
the  performance  of  religious  rites  and  ceremonies,  and  in  consideration 
of  this  and  other  arguments  supportecl  by  extracts  from  the  budget  of 
the  Committee  for  the  year  1898-99,  Government  are  asked  to  waive 
the  terms  imposed  and  to  advance  the  sum  necessary  for  tlie  repairs 
of    the    Imambara    without    the    addition    of    any   condition    for   repayment. 

2.  In  reply,  I  am  to  observe  that  the  Committee  have  failed  to 
adduce  any  arguments  other  than  those  which  were  brought  forward 
during   the    correspondence   in    the    years    1881-83,    when    the    subject    was 
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thoroughly  consiiK^red  and  the  decision  of  Sir  Rivers  Thompson  was  conmiu- 
nicated  to  the  Committeo.  The  only  circumstance  wliich  differentiates 
the  present  application  from  the  previous  one  is  the  fact  that  a  portion 
of  the  repaii's  now  required  have  been  necessitated  by  the  earthquake  of 
June  18!>7.  To  that  extent  the  Lieutenant-Governor  has  already  recog- 
nised that  tiie  Committee  may  fairly  ask  for  some  measure  of  assistance. 
With  reference  to  the  statement  that  prices  have  trebled  since  the  allot- 
ment to  the  three-ninths  share  viras  fixed,  I  am  to  remark  that  the  facts, 
though  indicating  a  certain  rise  in  prices  since  the  Government  orders  of 
1879,  do  not  bear  out  an  increase  to  the  extent  alleged,  while  the  allotment 
of  Rs.  20,000  was  not  adjusted  upon  any  consideration  of  the  course  of 
prices,  but  was  simply  the  value  of  the  three-ninths  share  of  the  testator's 
bequest  taking  the  net  proceeds  for  distribution  of  the  Syudpur  Trust 
Estate    as    averaging   Rs.    60,000    annually    over   a    term    of   years. 

.3.  I  am  to  invite  the  close  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  budget 
estimate  of  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  three-ninths  share  copies  of  which 
have  been  submitted  with  your  letter  under  reference,  and  I  am  to  remark 
that  if  it  is  a  specimen  of  their  financial  arrangements,  the  ordinary 
principles  and  ol>jects  of  framing  a  budget  ai)pear  to  be  totally  dis- 
regarded. It  would  seem  that  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  actual 
expenditure  from  the  three-ninths  share  during  1897,  exceeded  actual 
receipts  by  the  sum  of  Rs.  4,734,  the  budget  estimate  for  1898-99  is 
framed  so  as  to  produce  a  deficit  of  Rs.  4,780  at  the  close  of  the  present 
year.  Unless  the  preparation  of  a  Inidget  is  to  be  the  means  of  equalis- 
ing the  estimates  of  income  and  disbursements,  the  formality  of  prepar- 
ing one  might  as  well  be  dispensed  with,  and  when  a  deficit  is  deli- 
berately budgetted  for,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  not  surprised  that  the 
Committee  should  habitually  find  themselves  in  a  state  of  insolvency. 
It  cannot  be  admitted  that  the  Committee  are  at  liberty  to  continue 
their  expenditure  on  a  scale  quite  incommensurate  with  their  income. 
The  Committee  are  aware  w'hat  their  income  will  amount  to  and  it  is 
their  duty,  in  preparing  their  forecast  of  disbursements  to  keep  wdthin 
the  limits  of  that  sum,  and  to  allow  for  a  reasonable  working  balance. 
If  this  cannot  be  done  while  maintaining  the  expenditure  on  the  previous 
scale,  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Committee  to  curtail  it.  The 
original  testator  left  a  certain  sum  which  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Committee,  for  religious  rites  and  ceremonies  and  for  the  repairs  of 
the  Imambara.  and  the  Committee  can  only  incur  expenditure  on 
thesii    objects    on    the    scale    which    that    sum    will    permit. 

4.  Lastly,  with  regard  to  the  allegation,  that  the  intentions  of 
Government  in  183.5,  were  that  the  three-ninths  share  should  not  be 
burdened  with  the  repaii'S  of  the  building,  I  am  to  observe  that  this 
same  argument  was  considered  by  Sir  Rivers  Thompson  and  disallowed. 
a  conclusion  in  which  the  present  Lieutenant-Governor,  after  a  full 
consideration  of  the  subject,  must  express  his  concurrence.  The 
Committee  can.  indeed,  only  claim  that  the  terms  should  be  adhered 
to  which  were  prescribed  at  the  time  of  the  Government  orders  of  1863, 
defining  the  conditions  of  their  appointment,  and  I  am  to  say  that 
the   declaration    of   Government    that    the    expenses    of    the    repair     of    the 
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Iinambara  should  be  a  charge  upon  the  three-ninths  share  is  clear 
ami  explicit,  while  the  original  declarations  to  the  same  effect  in  the 
will  of  Muhammad  Mohsin  leaves  equally  no  room  for  doubt.  It  is 
noticeable  also  that  the  Government  of  that  day,  possibly  foreseeing 
a  contingency  such  as  the  present,  gave  S[)ecial  orderd  that  in  making 
over  the  endowment  to  the  future  Committee  the  relations  of  Govern- 
ment to  the  trust,  and  the  footing  upon  which  it  was  made,  should 
be    recited    in   express    terms. 

5.  For  these  i"easons  Sir  John  Wood  burn  is  unable  to  accept  the 
contentions  now  put  forward  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  and  nmst 
distinctly  re-aftirm  the  principle  laid  down  in  Government  order 
No.  80-35  L.R.,  dated  the  10th  January  1883,  "that  it  must  be 
thoroughly  understood  that  ordinarily  the  three-ninths  share  must  in 
future  be  responsible  alike  for  the  cost  of  the  religious  observances 
and  for  the  repair  of  the  buildings."  The  Lieutenant-Governor  how- 
ever, is  compelled  to  recognise  tliat  in  their  present  state  of  the 
finances  there  is  no  probability  of  the  Committee  being  able  to  refund 
the  sum  of  Rs.  21,188  which  they  have  been  called  upon  to  pay  to 
Government,  and  he  is  so  far  willing  to  come  to  the  assistance  of 
the  three-ninths  share  as  to  advance  the  sums  required  for  repairs 
out  of  the  four-ninths  share,  as  originally  promised,  and  to  recoup  the 
loan  gradually  to  tlie  extent  of  four-sevenths  of  the  sum  advanced 
from  the  share  of  the  surplus  receipts  (i.e.,  over  Rs.  60,000)  from  the 
Syedpur  Trust  Estate,  which  would  ordiuai-ily  be  received  by  the 
Committee  at  the  periodical  distribution  to  be  made  at  intervals  of 
five  years.  As  reported  by  the  Hoard  no  such  distribution  was  made 
ill  18')4,  and  the  next  will  be  due  in  March  1899.  It  is  not  likely 
that  the  whole  sum  of  Rs.  21,188,  which  it  has  already  been  decided 
that  the  Committee  should  repay  will  then  be  realized,  but  whatever 
the  amount  then  recovered  may  be,  Government  will  continue  at 
successive  distributions  to  so  apply  the  portion  which  would  ordinarily 
go  to  the  three-ninths  share  until  the  whole  account  has  been 
adjusted. 

(3.  For  the  future  moreover,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  regrets  that 
he  must  now  insist  that  the  Committee  make  annual  provision  for  the 
necessary  repairs  to  the  Imainbara  buildings,  and  at  the  same  tiuw 
keep  their  expenditure  withih  the  bounds  of  their  income,  and  in  order 
that  Governmenc  may  be  satisfied  from  time  to  time  that  this 
condition  is  being  observed,  I  am  to  request  that  the  budgets  on 
behalf  of  the  three-ninths  share  may  be  regularly  submitted  for 
inspection  as  soon  as  prepared.  It  is  not  the  wish  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  to  audit  the  different  items  of  expenditure  connected  with 
the  religious  ceremonies  of  the  Imambara  or  to  interfere  with  the 
Committee's  discretion  in  such  matters  ;  all  that  is  desired  is  to 
ensure  that  the  committee  are  working  on  a  solvent  basis  and  maiving 
fit  and  proper  provision  for  the  repairs  of  the  Iinambara  in  future. 
His  Honour  will  cause  an  annual  inspection  of  the  state  of  the 
buildings  to  be  made  by  a  competent  engineer,  to  see  that  the 
necessary    annual    reiairs    are    duly    executed. 
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7.  Arraiigt'ineiits  will  now  be  made  to  undertake  the  repairs  of 
the  Iniaml)ara,  and  the  Board  of  Revenue  will  be  instructed  to 
recover  the  sum  of  Rs.  21,188  from  the  surplus  receipts  of  the  jths 
share  of  the  Syedpur  Estate  after  payment  of  Rs.  20,000  annually  to 
the    Committee    according    as    funds    are    availal)le. 


I    have    the    honour   to   be, 
(Sd.)  Gen'tlkmen, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  M.  FINUCANE, 
Secretary    to   the    Government    of    Bengal. 
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No.  3398.    dated    Calcutta,    tlie    li)tli    November    1898. 

From — F.    A.    Slacke,    Esq.,    Offg.    Secretary    to    the    Government 
of   Bengal,    Revenue  Department. 

To — The    Secretary     to     the    Board     of     Revenue,    Land    Revenue 
Department. 

With  reference  to  the  con-ospondence  ending  with  this  office  endorse- 
ment No.  184  T. — R.,  dated  the  11th  June  1898,  regarding  the  applica- 
tion made  by  the  Committee  of  Management  of  the  Hoogldy  Imambara 
for  a  grant  from  the  ^ths  share  of  the  Mohsin  Endowment  Fund 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  cost  of  the  repairs  of  the  Imambara 
building  which  was  damaged  by  the  earthquake  of  June  1897, 
I  am  directed  to  forward  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  Board, 
o  ,  .        ,     n       ■  .      r     ^    copy    of     t.he     correspondence      noted     on    the 

Letter  from  the   Lommittee  of  .    »  . 

Mnuageiuent  No.  189,  dated  the     margin      which    has    since    taken    place    between 
I9tli  August  1898.  n  4.  1    xi        ^-1  v^  i  1  • 

(jrovernment    and  the    Committee  on   the  subject. 

Government  letter  to  the  Com-     Jt    will    be     Seen     that    owing   to    the     inability 

mittee  of     Management   No.     716  .  "  •' 

T.— R.,  dated   the  11th    October     of     the     Committee     to      refund     the      sum     of 

Rs.  21,188  which  they  were  at  first  required 
to  do  under  the  terms  on  which  Government  consented  to  make  them 
the  grant  they  had  applied  for,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  has  consented 
to  give  the  advance  required  for  repairs  oat  of  the  ^ths  share  on 
the  condition  that  fths  of  it,  or  Rs.  21,188  is  recouped  from 
the  portion  of  the  surplus  lilance  over  the  fixed  allotment  of  Rs.  60,000 
a  year  from  the  Syudpur  Trust  Estate,  which  is  ordinarily  payable 
to  the  |ths  share,  at  the  periodical  distribution  to  bo  made  at 
intervals  of  five  years.  I  am  to  request  that  the  Board  will  take- 
the  necessary  steps  to  have  the  recovei-ies  made  from  time  to  time 
and  credited  to  the  ^ths  share  until  the  whole  sum  of  Rs.  21,188 
is  adjusted,  the  amount  so  realised  being  reported  to'  Government  ou 
each    occasion. 

2.  The  repairs  to  the  building  will  be  effected  by  the  Public 
Works  Department  to  which  the  estimate  of  cost  has  been  forwarded 
and  I  am  to  request  that  arrangements  may  be  made  by  the  Board, 
in  communication  with  the  Accountant-General,  Bengal,  to  place  the 
requisite  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Public  Works  Department  at  an 
early   date. 

3.  I    am     at     the    same     to      add      that     the    Lieutenant-Governor's 

attention     has     been    drawn     to    the     large    out- 


-  1896-97       1,05,973       ...      standing    balances*     of    rent    and     to    the     large 

1897-98         1.11,651  ...  ,•.  i        +  i 

:  e.Kpenaiture     on     lawj      charges     in      connection 

^1897  98       3"i  ""       ^^*'^^    ^^^^      management    of     the     Syedpur    Trust 

Estate,  as  shown  in  the  Board's  Annual 
Reports  on  wards  and  attached  estates  for  the  years  1896-97  and 
97-98.  I  am  to  ask  that  it  may  be  considered  whether  by  the  speedy 
realisation  of  arrears  and  economies  in  other  directions  the  surplus 
available  for  distribution  may  not  be  soon  made  sufficient  to  repay 
the    recoverable    portion   of   the   sum   now    to  be  advanced. 
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No.  3899,    dateil    Calcutta,    the    19th   November    1898. 

Memo,    by — H.    Wheelkr,    Esq.,    Undei'-Secretary   to   the    Government 
of    Bengal,   Revenue    Department. 

The  Revenue  Under-Secretary  is  directed  to  forward  to  the  Public 
Works  Department  the  accompanying  estimate,  amounting  to 
Rs.  37,801,  of  the  cost  of  repairing  the  Imambara  buildings  at  Hooghly, 
and  to  request  that  the  work  may  be  undertaken  by  the  Public  Works 
Department  at  an  eai'ly  date.  'J'he  necessary  funds  will  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Public  Works  Department  by  the  Board  of 
Revenue,    to    whom   instructions    on    the    subject    have    been    issued. 
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No.    ISW..  dated    Calcutta,    the    IDth    December    1898. 
•     From — K.    W.     Collin,    Esq.,     i.r.s.,    Officiating  Secretary    to   the 
lioaril  of    Revenue,    L.    P., 

To — The     Secretary     to     the     Government    of     Jiengal,     Revenue 
Department. 

The  Hoxrle  Mr.  G.  Toynbee. 

With  reference  to  thi^  correspondence  ending  witii  Government 
order  No.  3398,  dated  19th  November  1898.  and  enclosures  regarding  the 
repairs  to  the  Hooghly  Imambara  buildings,  I  am  directed  to  invite  the 
attention  of  Government  to  the  concluding  jjorfion  of  paragraph  4  of  my 
letter  No.  3-lW.,  dated  the  5th  April  1898,  in  which  it  is  stated  that 
the  Board  sanctioned,  as  a  special  case,  the  expenditure  of  Rs.  2,790 
for  urgent  repairs  to  the  Imambara  buildings  rendered  necessary  by 
the  earthquake,  from  the  General  Fund  standing  at  the  credit  of  the 
four-ninths  share  of  the  Mohsin  Fund  and  that  this  sanction  was  given 
on  the  lioard's  responsibility  owing  to  the  urgency  of  the  case, 
pending  a  report  as  to  the  full  amount  Avhich  could  be  required  and 
how    it    would    l)e    provided. 

2.  The  Local  Agent  of  Hooghly  now  reports  through  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Division  that  out  of  Rs.  2,790,  Rs.  2,358-1-6  was 
expended  during  the  year  1897-98  and  the  balance  of  Rs.  431-14-6 
has  lapsed  owing  to  the  non-receif.t  of  bill  before  the  31st  of  Mai-ch 
1898.  He  further  requests  that  the  Board's  sanction  may  be  accorded 
to  the  disbursement  of  the  lapsed  amount  of  Rs.  431  14-6  and  also 
of  Rs.  166  spent  in  excess  over  the  amount  already  sanctioned.  It 
is  explained  that  the  additional  expenditure  was  incurred  in  conse- 
quence of  more  sand  plaster  and  repairs  to  cracks  which  were  found 
necessary    while    the    work    was    in     progress. 

3.  Having  regard  to  the  orders  of  Government  on  the  subject  of 
repairs  to  the  Imambara,  copy  of  which  was  forwarded  to  the  Board 
with  Government  order  No.  184T.  R.,  dated  the  11th  June  1898.  the 
Board  are  precluded  from  sanctioning  any  expenditure  for  such  repairs 
out  of  the  four-ninths  share  of  the  fund.  The  Board  are  not  aware 
if  any  orders  were  passed  bj'  Government  as  to  the  expenditure  of 
the  sum  of  Rs.  2,790  provisionally  sanctioned  by  them  and  it  is  possible 
that  this  amount  was  included  in  the  estimate  of  Rs.  37,081 
sanctioned  by  Government  in  their  letter  to  the  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment. No.  182T.  R..  dated  11th  June  1898.  If  not.  I  am  to  request 
that  this  expenditure  may  now  be  sanctioned  out  of  the  four-ninths 
share  as  an  exceptional  expenditure  on  account  of  the  earthquake.  I 
am  to  add  that  this  recommendation  is  in  accordance  with  the 
principle  laid  down  in  paragraph  3  of  Government  order  No.  182T.  R., 
dated  11th  June  1898,  to  the  address  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Management,  Hooghlj'  Imambara.  I  am  to  request  that 
the  sanction  of  Government  may  also  be  accorded  to  the  additional 
expenditure    of    Rs.    166    incurred    for    the    work    as    stated    above. 
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RkVKNUK       D?:i'AnTMKNT. 

No.    270,    dated    Calcutta,    the    21st    January    1899. 

j^'j-om — Frank    Lyall,    E^q.,    Under-Secretary    to   the    Government, 
of    Bengal,    Revenue    Department, 

To — The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  L.  P. 
With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  18  W.,  dated  the  19th  December 
1898,  I  am  directed  to  convey  sanction  to  the  expenditure  out  of  the 
four-ninths  share  of  the  Mohsin  Trust  Fund  of  the  sum  of  Rs.  2,956 
incurred  on  account  of  the  repairs  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  buildings. 
I  am  to  add  that  four-s3venths  of  the  amount,  or  Rs.  1,689-2-3,  should 
be  recovered  in  the  same  manner  as  that  directed  in  this  office  letter 
No.  3898,  dated  the  19tli  November  1898,  in  respect  of  the  sum  of 
Rs.  21,188  from  the  portion  of  the  surplus  balance  over  the  fixed 
allotment  of  Rs.  60,000  a  year  from  Syudpur  Trust  Estate,  which  is 
payable  to  the  three-ninths  share  at  the  periodical  distribution  made  at 
intervals    of   five    years. 


Memo.    No.    271. 


Copy,  with  copy  of  the  Board's  letter  to  which  it  is  a  reply, 
forwarded  to  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Management  of  the 
Hooghly    Imambara    for    information. 


Memo.    No.    272. 


Copy  forwarded  to  the  Financial  Department  of  this  office  for 
information  and  communication  to  the  Accountant-General,  Bengal.  The 
charge  should  be  met  from  the  saving  of  Rs.  3,031,  surrendered  by 
the  Public  Works  Department  out  of  the  budget  gi-ant  for  the  year 
1898-99. 

By    order    of    the    Lieutenant-Governor    of    Bengal, 

(Sd.)  Frank   Lyall, 

Under-Secy.    to    the    Govt,    of    Bengal. 
Calcutta, 
The    21st    January    1899. 
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No.   11   W.,  datod  (Jalcuttu,  the    Htli  February  18!l!). 
From — F.  A.  Si.ACKK,   KsQ.,    Secretarj'    to    the    Board    of    Kovenue, 

L.   P., 
IV) — The    Secretary     to     the     Governincnt     ol     l>ongal,     Revenue 
Department. 

With  reference  to  the  correspondence  ending  with  Government 
Order  No.  270  L.  R..  dated  the  21st  of  January  1899,  regarding  the 
repairs  to  the  Hooghly  Imaml)ara  buildings,  I  am  directed  to  submit 
herewitli.  for  the  consideration  and  orders  of  Government,  a  copy  of 
a  letter  from  the  Assistant  Chief  Engineer.  Bengal,  Public  Works 
Department.  No.  562  B.,  datod  the  3()th  of  January  1899,  and  enclosui-es 
in  original,  in  which  he  states  that  the  amount  required  for  the  work 
is  Rs.  47,891  which  exceeds  the  amount  of  Rs.  37,801,  sanctioned  by 
Government,  in  Order  No.  3398.  dated  the  19th  of  November  1898,  by 
Rs.  10,810.  I  am,  therefore,  to  I'equest  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to 
move  the  Government  to  sanction  the  payment,  on  the  same  terms  as 
before,  of  the  additional  sum  of  Rs.  10,810,  required  from  the  funds 
of   the   -|ths    share    of ,  the   Mohsin    Fund. 

2.     The    return    of    the    plans    and    estimates    are    requested. 


No.    562    B.   dated,    Calcutta,    the    30th   January    1899. 

From — E.     R.     Gakdiner.     Esq.,      Assistant     to    Chief    Engineer, 
Bengal, 

To — The    Secretary    to   the    Board    of    Revenue,    L.  P. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward,  for  countersignature,  the  accom- 
panying estimate  framed  by  the  Executive  Engineer,  2nd  Calcutta 
Division,  amounting  to  Rs.  51,775  (inclusive  of  the  usual  percentage 
charges  for  establishment  and  tools  and  plant)  and  plans  for  execut  - 
ing    repairs    to   the    Imambara  buildings    at    Hooghly. 

2.     As  the  work  is  to    be  carried    out    bj-  a 
Amount       of      estimate  coutractor    at    Rs.    7-8  per  cent    below    the    esti- 

exclusive    of    percentage  t' 

cliarges  41,580     mate,     the     amount     required    is    Rs.    47,891    as 

Deduct   loss   percentage   at  .  .  rr\,         c^  •  -i- 

which     work   is   to  be  sliown     lu     the     margin.         Ihe    Superintending 

carried  out  z.ud     p^j^^j^^.^.j.^  Central  Circle,   reports,  however,    that 

38,467     ^    Slim    Qf  oiily     Rs.    25,000  is    required    for    ex- 
Add   24i    per  cent,  for   es-  .  ,       /.  •    ■ 

tai.lisliment  and  tools  and  penditure    duruig     the     current     tinanciai     j-ear. 

P'''"'  ^'^'^     This  amount    should   be    paid    to     the    credit    of 

47,891     this    Department    for    the  present  ;    the     balance 
Rs.    22,891    may  be    paid    in    Ai)ril    next. 

3.  The  Executive  Engineer  has  explained  to  his  Letter  No.  187. 
dated  the  13th  January  1899  (copy  enclosed),  to  the  Superintending 
Engineer  why  the  estimate  framed  by  him  exceeds  that  prepared  by 
the  District  Engineer  of  Hooghly.  The  District  P'ngineer's  estimate  is 
also   herewith    forwarded    for    inspection. 

The   return    of   the   plans  and    the    two    estimates    is    requested. 
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No.    903,    dated    Calcutta,    the    9th   March    1899. 

From — Frank    Lyall,    Esq.,    Officiating     Under-Secretary     to     the 
Government    of    Bengal,   Revenue    Department, 

To — The     Secretary     to     the    Board    of    Revenue,    Land    Revenue 
Department. 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  11  \V'., 
dated  the  9th  February  1899,  submitting  a  i-evised  estimate  prepared 
by  the  Executive  Engineer,  2nd  Calcutta  Division,  which  shows  that 
the  cost  of  repairing  the  Hooghly  Imambara  Ituildings  will  now 
amount  to  Rs.  47,891  or  Rs.  10,810,  in  excess  of  the  sum  sanctioned 
in  this  office  letter  No.  3398,  dated  the  19th  November  1898.  The 
Board  request  that  the  payment  of  this  additional  sum  may  be 
sanctioned  on  the  same  terms  as  before,  from  the  funds  of  the  four- 
ninths    shai'e    of   the    Mohsin    Trust    Fund. 

2.  In  reply  I  am  to  say  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  sanctions 
the    Board's   proposal. 

3.  The    original    enclosures    of    your    letter    are    herewith    returned. 


Memo.    No.    904. 
Copy,  with  copy    of   the  Government  Orders 

No.    716T.R.    dated     the    11th  ,  ,  •         r  i     i  i         -r-- 

October  1898  and  No.  3398,  dated     noted    on    the    margin,   forwarded    to   the    r  inan- 
the  19th  November  1898.  ^-^^^    Department,    for  information     and  communi- 

cation   to   the    Accountant-General.    liengal. 

Calcutta, 
The    9th    March    1899. 

By    order    of   the   Lieutenant-Governor    of    Bengal, 

(Sd.)   FRANK   LYALL. 
Officiating    Under-Secretary  to  the    Government    of   BengaL 
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No.    1217  T.  A.,  Dated    Calcutta,    the    10th   March    1899. 

From — W.  H.  Michael,    Esq..    Accountant-General,    Bengal. 

To — The     Secretary     to     the     Governiuent    of     Bengal,    Financial 
Dei^artment. 

With  reference  to  Bengal  Government,  Financial  Depai'tment. 
endorsement  No.  779  F.  of  the  30th  January  1899.  and  Revenue 
Depai-tment  No.  3398  of  the  19th  November  1898  (a  copy  of  which 
was  forwarded  to  this  office  by  the  Boai-d  of  Revenue)  in  which 
sanction  was  accorded  to  the  expenditure  out  of  the  four-ninths  share 
of  the  Mohsin  Endowment  Fund,  of  the  sums  of  Rs.  2,956  and 
Rs.  37,081.  respectively,  for  the  repairs  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara 
buildings,  I  have  the  honour  to  point  out  that  there  is  no  available 
balance  at  credit  of  the  Mohsin  Endowment  Fund  for  the  current 
year,  out  of  which  the  amounts  mentioned  above,  can  be  met.  This 
has  already  been  reported  to  the  Financial  Department  in  paragraph 
25,  of  my  letter  No.  050  Bt.,  dated  the  21st  May  1898.  and  the  Local 
Government  is  not  empowered  to  sanction  anj'  over  draft  by  an 
Excluded  Local  Fund — vide  Government  of  India,  Financial  Depart- 
ment Order  No.  2552  A.  of  the  7th  June  1898.  I  have,  therefore, 
the  honour  to  request  that  the  sanction  of  the  Government  of  India 
may  be  obtained  to  the  disposal  of  a  portion  of  the  Government 
secui-ities  of  the  Fund  at  an  early  date  to  enable  me  to  place  the 
amount  at  credit  of  the  Public  Works  Department  for  the  urgent 
repairs  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  buildings  as  sanctioned  by  Govern- 
ment. 
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Memo.    No.    1371  B.,  Dated    Calcutta,    the    lltli    March    1899. 

From — E.   R.     Gakdinee,    Esq.,     Under-Secretary    to    the    Govern- 
ment   of    Bengal,    Public    Works    Department", 

To — The    Secretary     to     the     Government     of     Bengal,     t^inancial 
Department. 

The  Examiner  of  Public  Works  Accounts,  Bengal,  stated  that  the 
Accountant-General,  Bengal,  in  his  letter  No.  74T.A.G.,  dated  the  6th 
January  1899,  asked  the  Collector  of  Jessore  to  place  the  sum  of 
Rs.  37,081  on  account  of  thorough  repairs  to  the  Imambara  buildings 
at  Hooghly  to  the  credit  of  the  Public  Woi'ks  Department  through 
the  Collector  of  Hooghly  immediately.  As  the  credit  has  not  yet 
appeared  in  the  Exchange  Accounts  of  the  Accountant-General,  Bengal, 
with  the  Examiner  of  Public  Works  Accounts,  Bengal,  the  under- 
signed has  the  honour  to  request  that  the  Financial  Department  will 
be  so  good  as  to  take  steps  to  arrange  for  placing  the  amount  to 
the  credit  of  this  Department  without  delay,  as  heavy  liabilities  have 
been   incurred    which    cannot    be    met    until    this    sum    is    deposited. 
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No.   12;W,    (latiHl    CaleiiMa,    the  22iul  Marcli  1899. 

From — .M.    FiNiu'ANK.  Esg.,  c.s.i..  Secretary    to   the    Ooverninent  of 

ISengal.    IJevenue    l)ei)artiiient, 
To — The    Accoiiiitant-Cieneral,  liengal. 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  1217  T.A.,  dated  the  10th  Jilareh  1899,  in  which  you  report  that 
there  is  no  availabh'  l)alance  at  the  credit  of  the  Mohsin  P^ndowment  Fund 
from  which  the  sums  of  Rs.  2,956  and  Rs.  37,081,  respectively,  sanc- 
tioned for  expenditure  on  the  repairs  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  build- 
ings can  l)e  met,  and  you  accordingly  request  that  the  sanction  of  the 
Government  of  India  may  be  obtained  to  the  sale  of  a  portion  of  the 
Government  securities  of  the  Fund  to  enable  you  to  advance  the  amount 
to   the    Puldic    Works    Department    to   carr^'    out    the    repairs. 

2.  In  reply,  I  am  to  say  that  from  the  very  letter  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  quoted  by  you  No.  2552  A.,  dated  the  7th  June  1898, 
it  would  appear  that  what  the  Imperial  Government  objected  to  was  that 
an  Excluded  Local  Fund  should  be  unnecessarily  assisted  from  provin- 
cial resources  by  being  allowed  to  enojoy  a  temporary  over-draft  and  not 
a  portion  of  the  invested  capital  should  be  sold.  The  Governnient  of 
India  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  latter  would  have  been  the  suita- 
ble course  to  have  adopted.  This  Government  are  unaware  of  any 
other  orders  prohibiting  the  sale  of  securities  belonging  to  an  Excluded 
Local  Fund  without  the  previous  sanction  of  the  Government  of  India 
and  in  the  absence  of  any  such  orders.  I  am  to  request  you  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  sell  sucli  portion  of  the  securities  held  by  you 
on  account  of  the  Mohsin  Endowment  Fund  as  will  cover  the  required 
expenditure  already  incurred  or  about  to  be  incurred  on  the  repairs  of 
the  Imambara  buildings,  and  to  ]jlace  the  sum  to  the  credit  of  the 
Public  Works  Department  at  an  early  date.  I  am  at  the  same  time 
to  draw  your  attention  to  this  office  letter  No.  903,  dated  the  9th 
March  1899,  a  copy  of  which  was  communicated  to  you  with  the 
Financial  Department  endorsement  No.  1706  F.,  dated  loth  idem,  from 
which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  estimate  of  Rs.  37,081,  has  been  sub- 
sequently increased  to  Rs.  47,891.  Unless,  therefore,  the  sum  of 
Rs.  2,956  sanctioned  in  this  office  letter  No.  270,  dated  the  21st  January 
1899,  can  be  met  as  requested,  from  the  sum  of  Rs.  3,031,  allotted  to 
Public  Woi-ks  Department  from  the  Mohsin  Fund,  but  since  surrendered, 
the  total  eum  that  will  have  to  be  i-ealised  by  the  sale  of  securities 
to  meet  expenditure  on  the  repairs  of  the  Imambara  buildings  will  be 
Rs.    50,847. 


Memo.    No.    1239. 
Copy    forwarded    to    the    Public    Works     Department    of  this     Govern- 
ment,   for    information,    with     reference     to   the     letter    from    that     Depart- 
ment   to   the    address    of   the    Financial    Department    No,    1371  B.,     dated 
the    11th   March    1899. 
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2 
Memo.   Ko.    1239i 

Copy  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  for  information,  with 
reference  to  the  correspondence  ending  with  this  office  letter  No.  903, 
dated    the    9th    March    1899. 

By    order    of    the    Lieutenant-Governor    of    liengal. 

(Sd.)  FRANK   LYALL, 
Oflg.    Under-Secretary    to   the    Government    of    Bengal 

Calcutta, 
The    22nd    March    1899. 
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No.  50  S.  T.,  dated    Calcutta,    the    24tli    April  1899. 

From — W.     H.    Michael,     Esq.,     Officiating     Accountaiit-General, 
Bengal. 

To — The     Secretary     to    the      Government     of      Bengal.     Revenue 
Department. 

In  continuation  of  my  letter  No.  800  S.T.,  dated  29th  March  1899, 
I  have  the  honour  to  state  that  Government  Promissory  Notes  of  the 
nominal  value  of  Rs.  49,800,  belonging  to  the  Mohsin  Endowment  Fund, 
have  been  sold,  realising  a  net  sum  of  Rs.  51,038-5-6,  out  of  which 
Rs.  50,847  have  been  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment to  meet  the  expenditure  on  the  repairs  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara 
buildings,  leaving  a  balance  of  Rs.  191-5-6-  I  have  the  honour  to 
enquire  whether  this  balance  should  be  credited  to  the  Mohsin 
Endowment  Fund  or  re-invested  in  Government  securities  on  behalf  of 
the    Fund. 
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No.    39    W.,    dated    Calcutta,    the    12th    May   1899. 

Memo,    by — R.    W.     Caklyle,     Esq..     c.i.e.,     Officiating    Secretary     to     the 
Board    of   Revenue,    L.    P., 

*  Copy   submitted    to   the     Secretary     to    the    Government    of    Bengal. 
Revenue      Department,      for      information,    with 

"  A  copy  of  tlip  following  letter.  i       .t        r     /-»  .    r\    ^ 

reference    to   paragraph    A    of    Government  Order 
No.    3398.    dated    the    19th    November    1898. 


No.    66  W.,    dated    Calcutta,    the    12th   May    1899. 

From — R.    W.    Carlyle,    Esq.,    c.i  e.,    Officiating    Sacretary    ro  the 

Board    of    Revenue,    L.    P.. 
To — The    Commissioner    of   the    Presidency  Division. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  1  W.,  dated  the  6th  of  April 
1899,  and  its  enclosure,  suggesting  certain  retrenchments  in  the  scheme 
of  regular  expenditure  of  the  Syudpur  Trust  Estate  in  Khulna,  in 
order  to  secure  the  recovery  of  fths  of  the  amount  advanced  by 
Government  for  the  repairs  of  the  Imambara  at  Hooglily,  I  am  direc- 
ted to  say  that,  as  recommended  by  you  the  Board  approve  the  Collector's 
proposal  that  the  pay  of  the  head-clerk,  the  second  clerk,  and  a 
peon  of  the  office  of  the  estate,  aggregating 
Rs.  66  a  month  or  Rs.  792  a  j'ear,  be  met 
from  the  general  rate  leviable  under  the 
Government  Management  of  Private  Estates 
rp^j^^j  ^  Act      X     of     1892,     reducing    the     management 

charges    of  the    Trust     Estate    by    that    amount. 

2.  Your  recommendation  that  the  expenditure  under  heads  ''  Improve- 
ment "  and  "Investment  in  land"  be  discontinued  altogether  for  the 
next  five  years,  is  also  approved.  The  Board  agree  with  you  in 
thinking  that  the  expenditure  under  heads  "Purchase  of  tenants'  rights" 
and  "  Survey  and  preparation  of  record  of  rights "  should  not,  in  the 
circumstances,    stated    by  you,    be  curtailed. 

3.  Every  endeavour  should,  as  desired-  by  you,  be  made  to  put 
the  work  of  collections  on  a  more  satisfactory  footing  during  future 
years,    so    that    the    surplus    at    the    end    of   each   year    may    be    increased. 


Es. 

Per  mensem. 

Head-c'erk 

35 

Second  „ 

25 

Peou    ... 

6 
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No.    41  W.,    dated    Calcutta,    the    18th   May    1899. 

From — R.    W.    Carlyle,    Et^Q.,    c.i.e.,    Officiating  Secretarj    to   the 
Board  of   Revenue,    L.P., 

To — The     Secretary     to    the     Government     of     Bengal,     Revenue 
Department. 

At  the  instance  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan  Division 
the  Board  sanctioned  the  construction  of  an  operation-room  for  the 
Imambara  Hospital  at  Chinsurah,  at  a  cost  of  Rs.  1,493.  This  charge 
is  debitable  to  the  four-ninths  share  of  the  Mohsin  Endowment  Fund. 
No  provision  was  made  for  this  amount  in  the  budget  estimate  of  the 
fund  for  the  current  year,  which  closes  with  a  debit  balance  of 
Rs.  10.472  as  reported  by  the  Accountant-General,  Bengal.  I  am, 
therefore,  to  request  that  the  sanction  of  Government  may  be  accorded 
to  the  sale  of  Government  Promissorj'  Notes  belonging  to  the  IMohsin 
Endowment  Fund  sufficient  to  cover  the  expenditure  of  Rs.  1,493 
mentioned    above. 
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No.  336    T.-R.,  dated    Darjeeling,    the    3rd    June    1899. 

From — F.    A.    Slacke,    Esq.,   Officiating   Secretary   to  the  Govern- 
ment   of    Bengal,    Revenue    Department. 

To — The   Accountant-General,    Bengal, 

I  am  directed  to  acnowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  50  S.T. 
dated  the  .■24th  April  1899,  in  which  you  intimate  that  out  of  a  sum 
of  Rs.  51,038-5-6  realised  by  the  sale  of  Government  Promissory  Notes 
of  the  nominal  value  of  Rs.  49,800,  you  have  placed  a  sum  of 
Rs.    50,847    to   the    credit    of   the    Public   Works    Department. 

2.  In  reply,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment only  claim  a  sum  of  Rs.  47,891  to  meet  the  cost  of  repairs  to 
the  Imambara,  so  that  the  balance  left  after  satisfjdng  their  demand 
would   be  Rs.  3,147-5-6. 

3.  That  the  Board  of  Revenue,  however,  at  the  instance  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Burdvvan,  have  sanctioned  the  construction  of  an 
operation-room  in  the  Hooghly  Imambara  Hosjiital,  Ohinsura,  at  a  cost 
of  Rs.  1,493,  the  cost  to  be  met  from  the  four-ninths  share,  and  it 
is  understood  that  the  work  is  being  carried  out  by  the  District 
Board. 

4.  I  am,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  will  put  this  sum  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Board,  and  re-invest  the  balance  of  the  sum  of 
Rs.  3,147-5-6,  viz.,  1.654-5-6,  in  Government  securities  on  behalf  of  the 
Fund. 
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No.    378T.-R.,  dated    Darjeeling,    the    7th    June    1899. 

From — F.    A.     Slacke,    Esq.,    Offg.    Secretary    to   the    Government 
of   Bengal,    Revenue,  Department, 

To — The   Secretary    to   the   Board    of    Revenue,    L.    P. 

Referring  to  your  endorsement  Xo.  39W.,  dated  the  12th  May 
1899,  with  which  you  forward,  for  the  information  of  Governmenr,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  No.  66W.  of  the  same  date  to  the  address  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Presidencj'^  Di%'ision,  I  am  directed  to  draw  your 
attention  to  the  preamble  of  Act  X  of  1892,  and  to  section  3  {1)  {a} 
thereof,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  only  the  cost  of  a  Govern- 
ment establishment,  in  so  fur  as  it  may  be  employed  in  the  manage- 
ment and  supervision  of  an  estate,  and  other  than  an  establishment 
speciallj-  entertained  for  the  supervision  or  management  of  that  estate, 
may    be    debited    to   the  general  rate. 

2.  I  am,  therefore,  to  ask  the  Board  to  consider  the  legality  of 
their  action  in  approving  the  Collector's  proposal  that  the  pay  of  the 
head-clerk,  the  second  clerk,  and  of  a  peon  of  the  office  of  the  estate 
should    be    met    from    the   general    rate. 
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No.    379T.— R.,  dated    Darjeeling,    the    7th    June    1899. 

From — F.    A.    Slacke,    Esq..    Oflg.    Secretary    to   the    Government 
of    Bengal,   Revenue    Department, 

To — The   Secretary    to  the    Board    cf    Revenue,   L.    P. 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  41W., 
dated  the  18th  May  1899,  in  which  you  report  that  the  Board  have, 
at  the  instance  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan  Division, 
sanctioned  the  construction  of  an  operation-room  in  the  Hooghly 
Imambara  Hospital  at  Chinsurah.  You  add  that  the  charge  is  debitable 
to  the  four-ninths  share  of  the  Mohsin  Fund,  and  request  that,  as 
there  is  no  provision  in  the  current  year's  budget  which  closes  with 
a  debit  balance  of  Rs.  10,472,  Promissory  Notes  sufiicient  to  cover  the 
expenditure    sanctioned    may    be  sold. 

2.  In  reply,  1  am  to  inform  you  that  the  Accountant-General 
has  been  instructed  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  put  the  amount  in 
question    at    your  disposal. 

3.  I  am  at  the  same  time  desired  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
to  draw  the  Board's  attention  to  paragraph  2  of  their  letter 
No.  34\V.,  dated  the  .5th  April  1896,  from  which  it  would  appear 
that  the  Board  are  aware  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  monthly 
fixed  charges  marginallj'  mentioned  in  the  above  letter,  they  have  no 
control  over  the  four-ninths  share  debited  to  secular  purposes.  I  am 
accordingly  to  request  that  in  future  all  expenditure  debitable  to  this 
fund,  which  is  not  under  the  control  of  the  Board,  may  be  referred 
to   government    for    sanction    before    it    is    incurred. 
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No.    4397  B.,    dated    Calcutta,    the    7th    September    1899. 
From — The    Secretary    to  the  Government  of  Bengal, 

Public    Works  Department, 

To — The    Secretary    to   the    Government    of    Bengal, 

Revenue   Department. 

With  reference  to  the  endorsement  from  the  Revenue  Department 
of  this  Government  No.  1239  of  the  22nd  March  1899,  the  undersigned 
has  the  honour  to  say  that  sanction  has  been  accorded  to  a  revised 
estimate  amounting  to  Rs.  61,908  inclusive  of  charges  for  establish- 
ment and  tools  and  plant  for  executing  thorough  repairs  to  the 
Imambara  buildings  at  Hoo^hly.  The  excess  of  Rs.  10,133  over  the 
original    estimate    amounting   to    Rs.    51,775    is   due    to — 


(1)  extra  works  found   necessarj- 

(2)  omissions   in    the   original   estimate    .. 

(3)  increased  rates     ... 

(4)  increase  under  establishment   and  tools 

and  jjlant  charges 


Rs. 

2,890 

5.231 

18 

1,991 
10,133 


already  deposited  in  the 
treasury  to  the  credit  of 
this  Department.  An  ad- 
ditional allotment  of 
Rs.  9,374  is  required  for 
the  completion  of  the  work 
as  noted  in  the  margin. 
It  is  requested  that  the 
Revenue  Department  will 
be  so  good  as  to  sanction 
the  payment  of  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  Rs.  9,374  required  from  the  same  source  as  Ijefore,  viz.^ 
from  the  funds  of  the  four-ninths  share  of  the  Mohsin  Trust  Fund,  and 
instruct  the  Accountant-General,  Bengal,  to  place  the  amount  at  the 
credit   of  the    Executive    Engineer,    2nd    Calcutta    Division. 


2.     A    sum    of     Rs.     47,891     has 


Revised  estimate  exclusive  of  cliarges  for  establisli- 
meut  and  tools  and  pUnt  at  24i  per  cetit. 

Deduct  contractors  less  percentage  of  Rs.  49,725  at 
7J  per  cent. 


Add  for  establishuieut  and   tools   and  plant   at    24^ 
per  cent. 


Deduct  allotment  already  made 
Allotment  now  required     ... 


been 

Rs. 
49,725 

3,729 
45.996 

11,269 

57,265 

47  891 
9,374 

the 
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governmp:nt  of  bengal. 

No.  3450,  dated    23rd    Septembor    1899. 
To — The    Public    Works    Department. 

With  reference  to  the  Public  Works  Department  memorandum 
No.  4397  B.,  dated  the  7th  September  1899,  the  Revenue  Under-Secre- 
tary is  directed  to  say  that  under  the  circumstances  mentioned  therein 
sanction  has  been  accorded  to  the  payment  from  the  four-ninths  share 
of  the  Mohsin  Endowment  Fund  of  a  further  sum  of  Rs.  9,374  (Rupees 
nine  thousand,  three  hundred  and  seventy-four  only)  required  for  the 
completion  of  the  repairs  of  the  Hooghly  Imambaa  building.  The 
Accountant-General,  Bengal,  has,  as  desired,  been  instructed  to  realise  the 
amount  in  question  by  the  sale  of  the  Government  securities  held  by  him 
at  the  credit  of  the  four-ninths  shai-e  of  the  Mohsin  Endowment  Fund 
and  placj  it  at  the  disposal  of  the  Executive  Engineer,  2nd  Calcutta 
Division. 


Memokandum  No.  3451. 
Copy,  with  copy  of  tlie  Public  Works  Department  memo, 
referred  to  and  of  the  letter  addressed  to  the  Accountant-General, 
Bengal,  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Revenue  for  information  with  the 
request  that  instructions  may  be  issued  for  the  recovery  of  four-sevenths 
of  the  amount  now  sanctioned,  in  the  manner  indicated  in  Government 
order    No.    3398,    dated    the    19th   November    1898. 

Revenue    Department, 
Land  Revenue  Bkanch. 
Dated    the    23rd    September    1899. 

By  order,  etc.. 
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Jt^^-. 


From 


To 


Ko.  .  33. 


The    Members    of   the    Committee    for    the    Management 

of   the    Hooghly    Imambara, 

The    Secretary    to   the   Ciovernment    of    Bengal, 

Revenue    Department,    Land    Revenue    Branch. 

Dated  9,  Harrington  Street,  the  20th  day  of  February  1900. 


Sir, 

We  beg  to  inform  you  for  the  information  of  His  Honour  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  that  in  accordance  with  a  scheme  framed  by  two 
members  of  the  Committee — Dr.  Mirza  Mohammad  JMasoom  and  Haji 
All  Mohammad  Shirazi — the  annual  expenses  of  the  Imambara  have 
been  fixed  at  Rs.  18,800.  The  new  scheme  came  into  force  from 
January  1899,  and  although  it  gave  rise  to  some  popular  clamour  we 
have  insisted  upon  the  Mutwalli  carrying  it  out  in  every  detail.  Its 
future  success,  however,  will  depend  upon  the  cordial  and  loyal  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Mutwalli  and  the  other  officers  of  the  Imambara.  A 
supervisory  Committee  like  ours  must,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
leave  the  practical  administration  of  the  Imambara  with  the  working 
of    the    scheme    to    the    responsible    head    of   the   institution. 

We    have    the    honour    to    be. 

SlK, 

Your    most    obedient    servants, 

(Sd.)  Amik  Ali, 

(Sd.)  M.  M.    Masoom, 

(Sd.)  Hajke  Ai.i  .Mahomed    Shikazi. 

(Sd.)  D.  H.    Ahmed. 

(Sd.)  Syed  Ahmad   Ali, 

^  Members    of    the   Committee. 
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GOVERNMENT    OF     BENGAL, 

Revenue   Depaktment. 

No.    1082. 

To 

The    Members    of   the    Committee    for   the  Management 

of    the   Hooghly    Imambara, 
Dated    9,    Harrington    Street,    the    7th    March    1900. 

Sirs, 

"With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  33,  dated  the  20th  Febniary 
1900,  reporting,  for  the  information  of  Government,  that  in  accordance 
with  a  scheme  framed  by  two  members  of  the  Committee — Dr.  Mirza 
Mohammad  Masoom  and  Hazi  Ali  ^Mohammad  Shirazi — the  annual 
expenses  of  the  Imambara  have  been  fixed  at  Rs.  18,800,  I  am  directed 
to  request  you  to  furnish  Government  with  a  copy  of  the  scheme 
therein    referred    to. 

I   have,    etc., 
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No.  50,    dated    Ilooglily,    the    ITtli    Marcli    1!)00. 
Fi-t)iu — The    Members    of    the    Committee    of    Management    of    the 

Ilooghly    Imambara, 
To — Tlic     Secretary    to    the     Government     of     Dengal,     Revenue 
Department. 

Witli  reference  to  your  letter  No.  1082,  dated  the  7th  March  1!)00, 
we  beg  to  forward  herewith,  as  requested,  for  the  information  of  His 
Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  a  cojiy  of  the  scheme  framed  by 
Dr.  Mirza  Muhammad  Masoom  and  Hazi  Ali  Mulian-imad  Shirazi.  At 
the  same  time  we  desire  to  add  that  the  possibility  of  making  some 
further    i-eduction    is    under    the    consideration    of   the    Committee. 

The  Imambara  has  lately  been  put  to  considerable  expense  in 
consequence  of  the  machinations  of  designing  persons,  which  have  led 
to  various  applications  in  court  on  the  part  of  some  dismissed  servants 
of  the  Imambara.  It  has  become,  therefore,  necessary,  not  only  to 
meet  these  expenses  but  also  to  provide  against  contingencies  of  this 
character. 

Abstract  of  Expenditure  of  fjths  share  : — 


Aayad  and  Mahfil 

Majlis 

Ramjan 

Miiharram    ... 

Khairat 

Miscellaneous 

Illumination  of  every  night 

Establishment 


Total 


Amount. 

Es.  A.    p. 

878  15    0 

1,008  11     9 

2,82i    0    0 

5,560  15  11 

120    0    0 

600     6     1 

365    0    0 

7.442     0    0 

18,800    0    0 


Aayad  and  Malifll. 

Shab-i-bara 

Halwa,  560  hissa,  i  annfi  worth  each  plate 

Roti,      560     do.     i        ditto  ditto 

Earthen  plates,  560     ... 

Wood 

Illumiuation 

Nowroze — 

Sweets  560  hissa,  1  anna  worth  each  plate 
Biscuit,  560    do.    i        ditto  ditto 

EggS",      560    do.  ditto  ditto 

Earthen  plates 


Anio'int. 
Rs.  A     p. 

26     4  0 

17     8  0 

1     2  0 

0  12  0 

20     0  0 


35    0  0 

8  12  0 

26     4  0 

2  15  0 


Total. 
Rs.  A.    P. 


65  10    0 


72  15     0 


Total 


138     9     0 


635 


Aayacl  and  Mahfil. 

Brought  forward 
Edi-zolia — 

Zarda,  1  luaiiud  20   seers,  at  Rs.  30  a  maiind 

Earthen  plates,  560     ... 

Wood 

Amc 
R.  . 

45 
2 
0 

)unt. 
k.    p. 

0    0 
15    0 
12     0 

Total. 
Rs.    A. 

138     9 

48  11 

112    3 

36    4 

62    8 
26     4 

P. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
0 

Edi-ghadir — 
Zarda,  1    maund,  at  Rs.  80     a  maund 
Polaw,  2i     do.            Rs.  30        ditto 
Earthen  platos 
Wood          ...                ...                ...   . 

30 

75 

5 

1 

0 
0 

11 

5 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Edi-feter — 
Sweets   Cjalibee,  shakerpara   and   boondya) 

560  hissa,  at  |  anna  per  plate 
Sugar,  pan,  eter  and  golab 

26 
10 

4 

0 

0 
0 

Eede  Korban — 

Beef,  H  anna  worth  per  hissa  for  560  hissa 
Sugar,  pan,  eter  and  golal) 

52 

10 

8 
0 

0 

0 

0 

Eede  Mobahila — 

Sweets  (jalibee,    shakerpara  and   boondya) 
560  hissa,  1  anna  per  plate 

26 

1 

Eede  Mabas — 

Sweets   (jalibee,   shakerpara    and    boondya) 
560  hissa,  f  anna  per  plate 

Koonda — 

Polaw.  4  mauiids,  at  Rs.  25  a  mauiid 
Zarda,    1  ditto  24     ditto 

Earthen  koonda,  128,  at  5  pice  each 

Do.      jDlates,  128,  at  2  pice  each 
Wood 


26    4    0 


100  0  0 

24  0  0 

10  0  0 

4  0  0 

1  8  0 


Birthday  of  Prophet — 

Sweets  (jalibee,  shakerpara  and  boondya)  ...  26     4    0 


Birthday  of  10  Emams — 
Such  10   birthdays  at  Rs.   26-4  each  day  for 

10  days  ...  ...  ...        262    8    0 


26     4    0 


139    8    0 


26     4    0 


262    8    0 


Grand  Total 


878  15    0 
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Amount. 

Rs.  A.    p. 

Majiis- 

Fatilui  of  Propliet — 

Polaw,  4  maunds,  at  Rs.  30  a  maiiiid,  for  800 
hissas      ...  ...  ...  ...         120    0    0 

Earthen  plates  ...  ...  ...  4    4    0 

Wood         ...  ...  ...  ...  12    0 

Shahadat  of  Syyeda— 

Firnee,  1  anna  each  plate,  800  hissa  ...  .50  0  0 

Roti,       i  anna  each  phate,  800  hissa  ...  12  8  0 

Earthen  plates             ...                 ...  ...  4  4  0 

Wood          ...                ...                ...  ...  0  15  0 

Majlis  of  Shahadat — 

Majlis  of  Shahadat  at   Rs.  67-11   each  majli.s, 

for  such  9  majlis     ...  ...  ...         609     6     0 

Thursday  majlis — 
Sugar,  10  seers,  at  Rs.  10  a  maund  ...  2    8    0 

Such  43  majlis,  at  Rs.  2-8  each  majlis  ...         107     8     0 

Illumination  for  11  nights  of  Shahadat, 
cocoanut  oil  25  seers  each  night,  for  11 
nights,  G  maunds  and  35  seers  at  Rs.  14 
per  maund  ...  ...  ...  96    4    0 


Gkand  Total 


Total. 


125     6     0 


67  11     0 


6(^9     6     0 


110    0    0 


96    4     0 

i,o;)c^  11    0 


^ 

Ramzan. 

^azree — 

Polaw,  20  seers,  for  100  hissa  d 

laily  at  Rs.  30 

a  maund 

15 

0 

0 

Firnee,   for  100  hissa 

daily  at 

1   acna   each 

plate 

6 

4 

0 

Makooti,     ditto 

ditto 

ditto      .. 

6 

4 

0 

Falooda,      ditto 

ditto 

ditto     ... 

6 

4 

0 

Kalya,         ditto 

ditto 

i       ditto     ... 

3 

2 

0 

Roti             ditto 

ditto 

ditto     ... 

6 

4 

0 

Kabab          ditto 

ditto 

i       ditto       . 

1 

9 

0 

Dalchana    ditto 

0 

6 

3 

Earthen  plates 

3 

0 

0 

Wood 

... 

2 

0 

0 

50 

] 

3 

Such  hazree,  for  24  days  more. 

at    the  above 

rate 

Total 

1,201 

14 

0 

1,201 

14 

0 

. 

1,251 

15 

3 
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Ramzau. 

Amoui] 

Lt 

Total. 

Rs. 

A. 

P. 

Rs.  A. 

p. 

Brought  forward 

1,251  15 

3 

Bura  Hazree — 

Polaw.  I  iiiaiiud   5   seers,   for   225    hissa,   at 

Rs.  3U  a  maiind 

33 

12 

0 

Firnee,  for  225,  hissa  1  aiiiia  each 

U 

1 

0 

Makooti,            ditto            ditto 

14 

1 

0 

Falooda,            ditto            ditto 

U 

1 

0 

Kalya,               ditto     i      ditto 

7 

0 

() 

Roti,                   ditto     i       ditto 

11 

1 

0 

Kabab.               ditto     i       ditto 

3 

s 

3 

Halwa,              ditto     i       ditto 

7 

0 

6 

Dalcliana, 

0 

u 

0 

Earthen  pUites 

4 

0 

0 

Wood 

3 

0 

0 

Korema  for  225  liissa,  1  anna  each 

U 

1 

0 

129     8 

3 

Such  bara  hazree,   for   2   days   more   at    the 

above  rate 

259 

0 

6 

259     0 

6 

Nan  Firnee — 

Firnee,  1  anna  worth,  for  177  hissa  daily    ... 

11 

1 

0 

Roti,      i            ditto                ditto 

2  12 

3 

Earthen  plates 

0 

10 

9 

Wood 

0 

12 

0 

Such  nan-flrnee,    177   hissa,   for  24   days   at 
the  above  rate 

Khetchree — 
For  paupers,  4i  maunds,  at  Rs.  9  a  maund  ... 

Thursday  majlis — 

Khajoor,  for  4  Thursdays,  at  Rs.  6-4  each  day 
Wood 

Bawerchikhana  miscellaneous  expenses 

Toshakhana  ditto 

Sherbet    for    19th    and    21st    night :    siigar 
4  maunds  at  Rs.  10  a  maund    ... 

Cocoaniit  oil  for  illumination  on   the    19th 
and  21st  nights,  8  maunds 

Candle  for  Shahnashine 
Waredeen  ... 

Grand  Total 


366    0    0 


40    8     0 


25     0    0 
1  12     0 


100 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

112 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

450 

0 

0 

15  4  0 

366  0  0 

40  8  0 

26  12  0 

100  0  0 

25  0  0 

40  0  0 

112  0  0 

8  0  0 

450  0  0 

2,824  0  0 
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MUH^VRRAM. 

For  1  d;iy — 

Polaw,   4   mauiids,  for  800  hissa,  at  Rs.  30 

maund    ... 
Kalya,  i  anna  each  plate,  for  »G0  hissa 
Eoti,     i  ditto  ditto 

Earthen  plat-es  and  cnijs 
Wood 

For  6  day.s  more — 
Such  800  hissa  daily  at  the  above  rate 

FoT  7th  day  hazree — 

Polaw,  i  maunds,  for  325  hissa,  at  Rs.  30  a 


Amount. 

Total. 

Rs.  A. 

P. 

Rs.  A.  P. 

a 

120    0 

0 

25    0 

0 

12    8 

0 

7     G 

0 

2     i 

0 

167     2    0 
1,002  12    0 

.      1,002  12 

0 

maund    ... 

120 

0 

0 

Kalya,     1  anna  per  plate  for  325  hissa 

20 

5 

0 

Korema,  1         ditto                ditto 

20 

5 

0 

'  Roti,         1  anua  per  pair  for  325  hissa 

20 

5 

0 

Boorain.  i  anna  per  plate  for  325  do. 

5 

1 

3 

Halwa,    i        ditto            ditto 

10 

2 

6 

Wood 

2 

8 

0 

Earthen  plates 

0 

8 

0 

199 

2 

9 

For  9th  day— 

Polaw,  3  maunds,  at  Rs.  30  a  maund 

90 

0 

0 

Kalya,  i  anna  worth  per  plate  for  325 

10 

9 

6 

Roti,     i  anna  each,  for  325 

5 

1 

3 

Earthen  j)lates 

1 

3 

6 

Wood 

1 

8 

0 

107 

15 

3 

For  9th,  lUth,  11  th,  and  12th  days— 

Khetchree,  4  maunds,  at  Rs.  10  a  maund 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

For  10th  day— 

Gunj-ka-kliir,  1  anna  per  plate  for  800 

50 

0 

0 

Earthen  plates 

4 

4 

0 

Wood 

0 

12 

0 

55 

0 

0 

For  15th  day  Bara  khana,  or  called  Duswan-ka-Hissa-Polaw- 
Polaw,    1    maund  and  16  seers  for  225  hissa 

at  Rs.  30  a  maund  ... 
Korema,  1  anna  per  plate  for  225  hissa 
Kalya,     i        ditto  ditto    ... 

Roti,         1  anna  per  pair  for  225 
Halwa,    i  per  plate 
Earthen  plates 
Wood 

Total 


42 

0 

0 

14 

1 

0 

7 

0 

6 

14 

1 

0 

7 

0 

6 

4 

0- 

0 

3 

0 

0 

91     3    () 
1,663     3     0 
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6 

MUHARRAM.  Amount.  Total. 

Ks.  A.  p.  Es.  A.  p. 

Brought  forward         ...  ...  1,663     3     0 

For  17th  and  19th— 

Such   Bara   khana,   two   days   more,  at  the 
above  rate  ...  ...  ...         182     6     0  182     6     0 


For  Bawerchikhana — 
Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  5(J    0    0 


Illumination — 

Candle  for  Shahnashine               ...  ...  25     0  0 

Cocoanut   oil,  24   maunds    for   9   nights  at 

Rs.  14  a  maund        ...                ...  ...  3o6     0  0 

Candle  for  Togh,  6  large  candles  ...  4  12  0 

Do.    for    Abrak    Jhar,     2     maunds     and 

12  seers,  at  Rs.  64  per  maund  ...  ...  151  12  9 

Caudle       ...                ...                ...  ...  17  12  2 

Do.     with  kandeel  round  the  reservoir  ...  15     6  0 

Kerosine  oil                 ...                ...  ...  5     0  0 

Torches      ...                ...                ...  ...  0  12  0 

Sherbet   from   1st    to    10th    day    sugar  at 

Rs.  lOamaand        ...                ...  ...  200     0  0 

Rose  water                   ...                 ...  ...  12    0  0 

Goia  Bum,  150,  at  Rs.  16  per  100  ...  24     0  0 

Dholi  music                 ...                 ...  ...  20     0  0 

For  Toshakhana,  miscellaneous  ...  100    0  0 

Elephants                     ...                ...  ...  100    0  0 

Horses       ...                ...                ...  ...  30    0  0 

Repairs  of  Tazya,  Masjid  and  Abrak  jhar  ...  200     0  0 

For  21st  day— 

Polaw.  4   maunds  for   paupers,   at  Rs.  22  a 

maund  ...                ...                ...          88     0    0 

Earthen  plates  ...                ...                ...            540 

Wood          ...  ...                ...                ...            1     S     0 

For  eight  days — 

Khetchree,   1^    maund   per  day  for  paupers, 

at  Rs.  9  a  maund     ... 
Wood 
Dhanj^a,  elachee  and  dalee 

Fatiha  of  Chehloom — 

Polaw,   4   maunds,   for  8U0  hissa  at  Rs.  30  a 
maund  ...  ...  ...         120     0    0 

Earthen  plates  ...  ...  ...  4     0    0 

Wood         ...  ...  ...  ...  3     0    0 


108    0 

0 

3    0 

0 

20    0 

0 

50    0    0 
1,895     9     0 


1,595     2  11         1,595    2  11 
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MUHARRAM. 


68  Kuhars  or  tazya  bearers 

2       Do.     or  stringholder.s  of  tazya 

Coolies   for  carrying   takhtposli    on  matam 

mauzal  day 
Coolie  for  carrying  niu.sjid  taboot,  etc. 
33   coolies  for   carrying   nishan  at  5  annas 

each 
Madrasi  cloth  for  tying  round  their  waist... 
55   coolies   for   carrying   nishan  at  5  annas 

each 
113   coolies   for  carrying  small    nishan    at 

■1  annas  each 
55  Abrak  jhars  to  be  carried  by  100  coolies 
30  ditto  ditto         30  coolies 

at  5  annas 
33  coolies   for   carrying   nishan   on   mauzal 

day  at  5  annas  each 
Jhanjwala  oji  elephant 
68  coolies   for  carrying   nishan   on   mauzal 

day 
113  coolies  ditto  ditto      at  4  annas 

each 
Coolies  for  carrying  Abrak  jhav  in   the  pro- 
cession   ... 
400  men  peyada  for  pahra 
40  men  ardali  for  matwali 
Thika  ferrash,  198  men  for  illumination     ... 
Ditto  for  abdarkhana    ... 

Ditto  4  men  for  one  montli 

Ditto 
Thika  for  distribution  of  sherbet 

Do.     sakka 

Do.    men  for  cutting  the  branches  of  trees 

on  the  road 
Bamboo  and  string  for  tazya,  etc. 
Sadat-i-barah   for   supervising   in    the    pro- 
cession   ... 
Waredeen  in  Muhurram 


Khairat  throughout  the  year 
Illumination  of  every  night  for  365  nights 
Miscellaneous     expenses     throughout     the 

year 
Molazemin  or  establishment 


Grand  Total 


Amount. 

Total. 

1\S.  A, 

P. 

Ks.  A.  P. 

78  10 

0 

2    0 

0 

0    8 

0 

10    0 

0 

10    8 

0 

3    4 

0 

17  3  0 

28  4  0 

31  4  0 

9  6  0 


10 

8 

0 

0 

8 

0 

21 

4 

0 

28 

4 

0 

100 

0 

0 

50 

8 

0 

5 

0 

0 

42 

10 

0 

2 

8 

0 

8 

8 

0 

3  14 

0 

1 

9 

0 

10 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

1,544 

0 

0 

2,070 

4 

0 

5,560 

15 

11 

120 

0 

0 

365 

0 

0 

600 

6 

1 

7,442 

0 

0 

8,527 

6 

1 

14,088 

6 

0 

(Sd.)  M.  M.  MASOOM. 

(Sd.)  HAJI  ALI  MUHAMMAD  SHIRAZI. 
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No.    159  T.R.,    dated    Darjeeling.   the    1st   May    1900. 

From — F.     A.     Slacke,    Esq..     Secretary     to    the    Government     of 

Bengal,    Revenue   Department. 
To — The    JMembers     of    the     Committee    of   Management    of     the 

Hooghly    Imambara. 

With  reference  to  yonr  letter  No.  50,  dated  the  17th  March 
1900,  submitting,  for  the  information  of  Government  a  copy  of  the 
scheme  framed  by  Dr.  Mirza  Muhammad  Masoom  and  Haji  Ali  Muham- 
mad Shirazi,  by  which  the  annual  expenses  of  the  Imambara  have 
been  fixed  at  Rs.  18,800,  I  am  directed  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  absence  of  any  provision  in  the  scheme  for  repairs 
and  maintenance  of  the  Imambara  buildings  and  to  enquire,  in  view 
of  the  orders  issued  in  Government  letter  No.  716  T.  R..  dated  the  11th 
October  1898,  what  changes  are  proposed  in  order  to  make  the  neces- 
sary provision  for  the  purpose.  I  am  at  the  same  time  to  request 
that  with  the  estimate  a  certificate  by  the  Public  Works  Department 
ofiicer,  who  makes  the  annual  inspection  ordered  in  paragraph  6  of 
that  letter  be  forwarded  certifying  that  tlie  sum  to  be  provided  for 
repairs    is    suflicient    for    the    pui-pose. 
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No.    160    T.    R.,    dated    Darjeeling,    the    1st    May    1900. 

Memo,    by — K.  Lister,  Esq.,  Under-Secretary   to   the  Government 
of    Bengal,    Revenue    Department. 

With  reference  to  this  Department  memorandum  No.  3399  L.  R., 
dated  the  19th  November  1898,  and  subsequent  correspondence,  the 
undersigned  is  directed  to  forward  to  the  Public  Works  Department  of 
this     Government     the    accompanying    extract    paragraph    6     of    a    letter 

No.  716  T.  R.*  dated    the    11th  October 

"Will  be  found  in  the  foret'ointr   correspond-       lono        i.         ii,  i  r     j.i  n 

g^pg  *'     ^  ^  1898,     to    the    members     of    the     Com- 

mittee of  Management  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara  ;  and  to  request  that  necessary  instructions  may  be  issued 
for  an  annual  inspection  of  the  state  of  Imambara  buildings  by  a 
competent  Engineer  to  see  that  the  necessary  annual  repairs  are  duly 
executed.  This  inspection  may  be  utilised  also  for  the  purpose  of 
granting  the  certificate  which  is  requii-ed  by  Government  order 
No.  159  T.  R.,  dated  1st  May  1900  (copy  enclosed)  to  be  submitted  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Imambara  along  with  their  annual  budget  esti- 
mates. 
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No.  6  H.  G.,  dated    Chiiisurah,    the    8th    May    1900. 

Memo,    bj — C    J.   S.    Fauluer,    Esq.,    Offg.    Commissioner    of   the 
Jiurdwan    Division. 

Copy  of  the  following,  with  copy  of  enclosures,  forwarded  to 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Government  Bengal,  for  the  favour  of 
orders. 

2.  I  think  it  will  be  unfortunate,  if  the  President's  resignation 
takes   effect,    and    would    suggest   that    he    be    asked   to   reconsider    it. 


No.  6,    dated    Chinsurah,    the    7th    April    1900. 

From — T.    Inglis,    Esq.,    Local    Agent,    Hooghly, 
To — The    Commissioner    of   the    Burdwan    Division. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  Government, 
copies  of  two  letters  received  from  the  Mutwali  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara, 
Nos.  133  and  139,  of  the  27th  and  31st  ultimo,  respectively  and  their 
enclosures,  in  connection  with  the  contemplated  retirement  of 
Mr.  Justice  Ameer  Ali  from  the  position  of  President  of  the 
Imambara    Committee    or    Board    of   Trustees.  * 

2.  During  the  President's  absence  in  England,  a  vacancy  among 
the  Trustees  was  filled  up,  and  the  majority  of  the  Committee  is  now- 
said  to  be  hostile  to  the  Mutwali.  They  have  recently  directed  him 
to  pay  house-rent  for  that  part  of  the  Imambara  occupied  by  his 
family,  which  he  has  never  paid,  and  tliej'  also  demand  that  certain 
rooms  in  the  Imambara  be  set  aside  for  their  use,  so  that  they  may 
occupy  them  whenever  they  visit  the  Imambarah.  On  both  points 
the  President  is  opposed  to  the  views  of  majority  of  the  Trustees  ; 
and,  as  far  as  I  am  awai-e  of  the  facts  and  circumstances,  I  agree 
with  him.  I  consider  that  for  the  Trustees  to  set  up  a  court  of 
appeal  inside  the  Imambarah  (for  that  is  Avhat  the  second  proposal 
seems  to  come  toj  would  be  most  prejudicial  to  the  good  management 
of  the  Imambara,  and  detrimental  to  the  authority  of  the  matwali. 
The  matwali  is  ready  always  to  receive  and  put  up  the  Trustees  in 
his  own  quarters,  and  that  is  all  that  seems  sufficient.  I  therefore 
think  it  proper  to  advise  Govei-nment  of  what  is  taking  place,  and 
would  suggest  that,  pending  any  enquiry  that  may  be  considered 
necessary,    the    President    should    be    asked   to    remain    at    his    post. 


No.    133,   dated    Hoogiily,    the    27th    March    1900. 
Memo,     bj' — Syed    AsftkafuddiN    Ahmad,    Khan    Bahadur,  Mutwali    of 

the    Hooghly  Imambara. 
Copy    of   the    following^  forwarded    to   the    Local    Agent,    Hooghly,    for 
information. 
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No.    124,    dated    Hooglily,    tlit3    2?.nl    March    1900. 

Yrom — Maulvi     Svkd      AsuuafUddin       Ahmad,      Khan     IJaliadur, 
Mutwali    of    the    Hooghly    Iniaiubara, 

To — The     Hon'l)le     tlie     President     of     the     Iniambara    Managing 
Committee. 

With  reference  to  your  demi-official  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  I 
beg  to  state  that,  while  I  am  extremely  sorry  myself  to  see  that  you 
have  resolved  to  retire  from  the  Chairmanshij)  of  the  Imambara 
Committee  after  three  weeks  this  time  for  good,  I  cannot,  at  the 
same  time,  help  expressing  to  you  the  general  regret  that  is  felt  by 
the  people  of  .  this  place  at  this  unwelcome  news  of  the  unexpected 
resolution   taken    by    you. 

2.  As  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  the  Imambara  management, 
under  the  supervision  ot  the  Committee,  of  which  you  are  an  orna- 
ment since  1876,  I  do  not  see  from  this  on  the  whole,  anything 
which  can  give  cause  of  anxiety  to  any  one  interested  for  the  good 
of  the  Imambara.  All  that  is  wanted  at  present,  is  to  keep  up  the 
Imambara  management,  as  far  as  possible,  agreeably  to  the  vvishes  and 
intentions  of  its  noble  founder,  Haji  Mohammad  Mohsin.  and  on  the 
just  orders  of  the  Government  concerning  it  It  is  necessary  for  me 
to  recapitulate  all  the  facts  and  statements,  ever  since  Government 
was  pleased  to  assume  the  Towliat  of  the  Mohsin  Endowment  from 
1835  ;  but  it  is  clear  that  by  Government's  connection,  the  general 
management  of  the  said  endowment  had  proved  most  beneficial  to  the 
Muhammadans  in  Bengal.  But  after  the  appointment  of  the  Committee 
agreeably  to  the  Act,  XX  of  1863,  I,  as  the  mutwali  appointed  by 
the  Govei-nment  (on  the  nomination  of  the  late  mutwali)  in  1875,  was 
called  upon  to  manage  the  Imambara,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Committee  ;  and  I  think,  I  have  satisfied  the  Committee  agreeably  to 
their  Nos.  97  and  98,  of  the  17th  December  1896,  in  spite  of  the 
clamour  of  a  certain  clique,  who,  as  everybody  knows,  wanted  to  dis- 
credit  the    Imambara    management. 

3.  I  may  be  further  allowed  to  say  that  from  1876  the 
management  of  the  institution  was  performed  agreeably  upon  the  old 
principal  and  practice  observed  by  the  late  mutwali,  and  accepted 
by  the  Committee  ;  but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  you  have  resolved 
to  sever  your  connection  from  the  present  Comnn'ttee,  I  hope  you  will 
be  pleased  to  reconsider  certain  questions  in  respect  of  the  internal 
economy  of  the  Imambara,  in  consultation  with  the  members  to  avoid 
any  future  unpleasantness  or  friction  between  them  and  myself,  or 
to  define,  once  for  all,  the  respective  functions  and  duties  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  mutwali  on  the  basis  of  the  donor's  will  and  the 
previous  orders  of  the  Government,  as  this  question  was  raised  by 
Nawab    Syed    Ahmad    Ali    Saheb    at    a    meeting   in    September    last. 

4.  I  beg  to  inform  you,  in  conclusion,  that  the  last  day  of  the 
motion  to  the  High  Court  by  the  ex-cashier  and  his  supporters  is 
the   19th    of    April    1900. 
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No.    2S,    dated    Calcutta,    the    li>th    February    1898. 

Memo,  by — Tin-;  Hon'hlk  Mk.  Justice  A.mkku    Am,  c.i.e.,   President    of 
the    (Jominittee    ol'    Management    of    the     liooghly     Imambara. 
Copy    of    the    following     forwarde  I    to    the    Matwali     of     the    Hooghly 
Imambara    for    his    information. 


Xo.  23,    dated     Calcutta,    the    16th    February    1898. 

From — The  Hon'ble  Mk.  Justice  Ameek  Ali,  c.i.e.,  President 
of  the  Committee  of  ilanagement  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara. 

To — The  Members  of  the  Committee  of  the  Management 
of    the    Hooghly    Imambara. 

Owing  to  great  pressure  of  work  which  occupies  ail  my  time, 
I  regret  I  am  unable  to  remain  any  longer  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  ^lauagement  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara ;  I  beg,  there- 
fore, to  tender  my  resignation  with  ei^ect  from  the  28th  of  this 
month  and  request  you  to  take  early  steps  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  in 
accordance    with    the    rules. 


No.    1-13,    dated    Calcutta,    the    9th  July    1898. 

From — The  Hon'ble  Mr.  Justice  Ameer  Ali,  c.i.e..  President 
of  the  Committee  of  Management  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara, 

To — The  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Management  of  the 
Hooghly    Imambara. 

In  view  of  j'our  refusal  to  send  the  reply  to  Government,  which 
you  adopted  at  a  formal  meeting  of  the  Committee,  I  am  compelled  to 
resign  my  place  of  the  Committee  of  Management  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara    with    effect    from    this    date. 

2.       Please    make    arrangement   to   fill    up   my    place. 


No.    144,    dated    the    9th    July    1898. 

From — The  Hon'ble  Justice  Mr.  Ameer  Ali,  c.i.e..  President 
of  the  Committee  of  Management  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara, 

To — The    Mutwali    of   the    Hooghly    Imambara. 

I  enclose  herein  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  other  members  of 
the  Committee,  informing  them  of  my  resignation  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Management  of  the  liooghly  Imambara  and  requesting  them 
to  take  immidiate  steps  to  fill  up  the  vacancy.  I  request  you 
therefore  in  future  to  address  your  communications  to  Maulvi  Delwar 
Hossain    Ahmed,    Khan    Bahadur,    at   No.  102.    Ripon    Street. 
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Demi  Official    No.   151,   dated  Calcutta,   the    13th    July    1898. 

Yi-om — Thk    Hox'blk    Mk.    Justice    Ameer    Ali,    c.i.e., 

Tu — Tile  Matwali  of  the  Hooghly  Iinanibara. 
I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  letter,  dated  the  lUth  instant,  in 
wliich  you  request  me  to  continue  on  the  Committee  of  Management. 
You  hardly  aj-preciate  the  difficulty  of  my  position  and  the  consequen- 
ces resulting  from  the  dilatoriness  and  obstructiveness  of  some  of  the 
other  members.  So  I  do  not  wish  to  place  myself  in  a  false  position 
with  respect  to  Government  in  consequence,  of  other  people's  conduct. 
1  consider  it  my  duty  to  withdraw  from  all  connection  with  the 
Committee  at  this  stage.  I  would  advise  you  strongly  to  keep  Maulvi 
Delwar  Hossain  Ahmed,  Khan  Sahib,  Bahadur,  on  tiie  Committee,  and 
not  to  let  him  witiidraw.  and  always  to  work  him  cordially.  I  have 
informed  the  Board  of  Revenue  of  my  resignation,  and  shall  send  my 
letter  to  Mr.  Finucane  in  the  course  of  the  day.  You  can  write  to 
Munshi  Delwar  Hossain  Ahmed,  Ivhan  Sahib,  Bahadur,  your  present 
Chairman,  to  hold  the  meting  at  once  to  send  a  reply  to  Govern- 
ment. 


Demi-official,  dated  Reform  Club,  Pall  Mall,  S.  W.,  London,  the  25th 

July   1899. 

From — The    Hon'ble   Mk.    Justice   Ameek   Ali,  c.i.e., 
To — The    Mutwallee    of    the    Hooghly   Imambara. 

1  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  have  written  to  the  Vice-Chairman 
of  the  Managing  Committee  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara,  and  the  other 
members  to  give  effect  to  my  resignation  of  my  membership  from  the 
23rd  of  March  last,  and  to  arrange  at  once  to  have  the  office  removed 
from  No.  9,  Harrington  Street.  I  request,  you,  therefore,  to  note 
the    matter    in    your    office. 


Extract  from  the  letter  of  the  3rd  February  1897,  of  the  Hon'ble 
Mr.  Justice  Ameer  Ali,  c.i.e.,  addressed  to  Mr.  M.  Finucane,  c.s.i.. 
Revenue    Secretary    to   the    Government    of    Bengal. 

I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Committee  over  since  its  inception 
in  1876,  and  was  also  hitherto  to  exercise,  with  the  assistance  of  my 
fellow  members,  the  supervisory  control  vested  in  the  Committee  without 
anv  difficulty,  and  generally  to  maintain  harmony  between  the  two 
sects.  A  movement  I  do  not  wish  to  call  it  by  any  other  name 
seems  now  to  be  on  foot,  to  nullify  my  endeavours  to  keep  the 
management  on  the  old  lines.  At  present  there  are  two  vacancies  ; 
but  from  the  attitude  of  my  fellow  members  and  from  letters  received, 
I  foresee  there  is  no  chance  of  securing  the  election  of  men  of  position 
and  character,  actuated  by  a  sense  of  responsibility,  from  whom  I 
can  expect,  and  would  be  likely  to  receive  support.  I  therefore  find 
my  position  wholly  untenable,  and  am  compelled  to  place  my  resignation 
in    the    hands    of    His    Honour. 
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Demi-official,  dated  Calcutta  the  16th  March   1900. 

From — The    Hon'ble  Mr.   Justick   Amkku   Aij,  c.i.e  , 
To — The    Mutwali    of    the    Hoo^^hly    Tinainbarah. 

I  am  ill  receipt  of  your  letter  and  telegram.  It  is  impossible 
for  me  to  ^o  on  working  indefinitely  on  the  Comniittee  of  Management 
as  I  cannot  afford  the  necessary  time  required  for  the  purpose.  I 
have,  therefore,  made  up  my  mind  to  retire  as  soon  as  possible,  if  I 
can  see  my  way.  I  will  wait  for  another  fortnigiit  or  three  weeks 
until    the    period    of   the    motion    you    speak    of   is    over. 


No.    139,    dated    Hooghly,   the   31st    ^larch    1900. 

Memo,    by — Syed    Ashkafuddin   Ahmed,    Mutwallee    of     the     Hooghly 
Imambarah. 

Copy  of  the  above  communications  with  reference  to  the  resigna- 
tion question  of  the  Hon'l)le  Mr.  Justice  Ameer  Ali,  c.i.e.,  m.a.,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Imambara  ^lanaging  Committee,  submitted  to  the  Local 
Agent  for  the  information  of  the  higher  authorities  in  continuation  of 
this  office  No.  133,  of  the  27th  instant,  with  a  prayer  that  the 
hon'ble  gentleman  be  requested  to  remain  on  the  said  Committee 
until    the    matters    are    settled. 
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Xo.    539  T.-R.,  dated    Darjeeling,    the    26tli    May    1900. 

From — F.    A.      Slacke,     Esq.,    Secretary    to   the     Government    of 

Bengal,  Revenue    Department, 
To — The    Commissioner    of    the    Burdwan    Division. 

1  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  memoranduna 
No.  6  R.  G.,  dated  the  8th  May  1900,  submitting,  for  the  orders  of 
Government,  copy  of  a  letter,  No.  6,  dated  the  7th  April  last,  from 
the  Local  Agent,  Hooghly,  with  copies  of  its  enclosures,  on  the  subject 
of  the  contemplated  retirement  of  ]\Ir.  Justice  Ameer  Ali  from  his 
Presidentship  of  the  Committee  for  the  ]\Ianagement  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambarah.  In  reply,  I  am  to  say  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
desires  to  be  furnished  with  a  clear  report  on  the  whole  dispute,  with 
special    refei'ence    to   the    points    noticed    below. 

2.  Looking  to  the  correspondence  of  1897,  copies  of  which  have 
been  enclosed  with  the  Local  Agent's  letter  it  appears  to  His  Honour 
that  Mr.  Ameer  All's  present  intention  to  retire  has  arisen  out  of 
the  same  causes  (namely,  the  disputes  between  the  two  rival  sects  of 
Shia  and  Sunni)  which  led  him  to  come  to  a  similar  determination 
that  year.  In  his  demi-official  letter  of  the  16th  March  1900,  to  the 
matwali,  in  which  he  expresses  his  final  determination  to  retire  from 
the  Presidentship,  Mr.  Ameer  Ali  refers  to  a  letter  and  a  telegram 
which  he  received  from  him.  As  these  may  throw  additional  lights  on 
his  real  intention  to  retire  on  the  present  occasion,  I  am  to  request 
that    copies   of   them   may    be    submitted    with  the    report    now    called    for. 
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No.  214,   dated    Hooglily,   the   16tli   June  1900. 

From — Tlie     Members    of    the    Committee    of    Management    of  the 

Hooglily  Imambarah, 

To — The    Secretary    to  the  Government    of    IJengal,    Revenue 

Department. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  169  T.  R.,  dated  1st  of  May  last,  and  your  reminder  No.  712  T.R., 
of  the  6th  of  June,  and.  in  reply  to  state  that  as  the  Govei'nment 
required  the  Committee  to  submit  along  with  its  answer  a  certificate 
by  the  Officei"  of  the  Public  Works  Department  showing  the  sum  pro- 
vided for  repairs  is  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  we  liad  to  refer  the 
subject  to  the  Executive  Engineer  through  the  matwali,  and  we  received 
his    reply    through    the    same    channel   only    on    the    7th  instant. 

With  reference  to  the  enquii-y  made  by  Government  regarding  the 
provision  made  in  the  scheme  for  the  periodical  repairs  of  the  Imam- 
barah, we  beg  to  state  that  we  had  originally  set  apart  a  sum  of 
Rs.  1,200  yearly  for  these  repairs.  Our  idea  was  that  they  should 
be  done  every  five  years,  and  that  for  that  purpose  Rs.  6,000  would 
be  amply  sufficient.  From  the  Executive  Engineer's  communication, 
however,  it  appears,  these  repairs  should  be  done  quadrennially  and, 
[n  view  of  the  amounts  mentioned  by  him,  we  called  upon  the  matwali 
to  state  what  further  retrenchment  was  possible  in  the  expenditure  of 
the  Imambarah.  From  his  report  we  find  that  it  is  impossible  at 
present  to  reduce  further  the  expenses  beyond  Rs.  600  a  year,  which 
would  bring  up  the  annual  provision  for  the  repairs  to  Rs.  1,800. 
The  last  repairs  having  been  completed  in  October  1899,  the  next 
repairs  will  not  be  due  until  the  beginning  of  1904,  when  according 
to  the  present  pro^nsion,  we  shall  have  saved  Rs.  7,200.  The  figure 
mentioned  by  the  Executive  Engineer,  however,  appears  to  the  (Jom- 
mittee  extremely  high.  Haji  Ali  ^luhammad  Khan  Shirazi,  one  of  the 
members,  who  has  his  own  Imambara  and  who  has  considerable 
experience  in  the  matters  considers  that  Rs.  7,000  would  be  amply 
sufficient.  In  view  of  this  fact  and  also  of  the  fact  that  at  present 
there  is  no  room  for  further  retrenchment,  the  Committee  would  ask 
the  permission  of  Government  to  entrust  the  repairs  to  some  private 
contractor,  the  work,  when  completed,  being  approved  and  passed  by 
the    official    Engineer. 


No.    2353,    dated    Calcutta,    the    .5th    June    1900. 

From — Babu    Annoda    Prasad  Sikcak,    Executive    Engineer,   2nd    Calcutta 
Division,  ^ 

To — The   Mutwaly    of   the    Hooghly    Imambara. 

With    reference   to   your   letter    No.    223    of    the     9th    ultimo,    I    have 
the    honour   to   state   that  Rs.    6,000    will    not  be    sufficient  for  quadrennial 
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repairs  to  the  Imambara  buildings.  If  two  coats  of  green  and  other 
paints  bo  provided  in  the  estimate  as  is  usually  done  in  quadrennial 
repairs  to  the  Government  buildings,  then  the  cost  would  be  about 
Rs.  10,000.  By  providing  one  coat  of  painting  only  the  amount  may 
be   reduced    to    Rs.   8,000. 


No.  285,   dated  Hooghly,    the   6th    June    1900. 

Memo,   by — Syed   Abhrafuddtn   Ahmed.  Mutwali,    Hooghly   Imam- 
bara. 

Copy  of  the  above  forwarded  to  the  members  of  the  Imambara 
Managing  Committee  for  information,  with  reference  to  their  No.  150 
of   the    5th    ultimo. 
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No.   17  K.   G.,   dated    Chinsurab,   the   21st   Juno   1900. 
Memo.    J)y    the    Officiating   Commissioner    of  Burdwan    Division. 

Copy  of  the  following,  with  enclosures,  forwarded  to  the  Secretary 
to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  Revenue  Department,  with  reference  to 
his  letter  No.  539  T.  R..  dated  the  26th  May  last,  with  the  remark  that 
the  Local  Agent  approves  of  the  Mutwalli's  proposals  and  that  I  also 
am  of  opinion  that  he  deserves  support.  The  demand  for  rent  from  the 
!Mutwali  for  his  quarters  required  by  the  Committee  should  be  over- 
ruled, and  their  request  for  two  rooms  for  their  own  use  should  be 
disallowed.  'J'hey  should  also  be  ordered  to  abstain  from  interfering 
in    the    petty    details    of   executive    management    of   the    Imambara. 


No.   .^05,   dated    Hooghly,  the   20th   June    1900. 

From — Sykd     Ashkafuddin      Ahmad,     Khan     Bahadur,     Mutwali     of    the 

liooghly    Imambara. 
To — The   Local    Agent    of  Hooghly. 

In  compliance  with  your  No.  50,  of  the  9th  instant,  forwarding 
a  copy  of  Government  order  of  the  26th  May  1900,  I  beg  leave  to 
submit    my    report    as    follows  : — 

L  was  appointed  Matwali  in  June  1875.  A  committee  of  five 
members — all  Shias— was  appointed  in  January  1876.  Syed  Ameer  All 
was  an  original  member,  and  always  presided,  and  had  charge  of  the 
Committee's   office. 

On  my  appointment  to  the  Matwaliship,  I  found  that  among 
the  employes  of  the  Imambara,  Shias  and  Sunnis  were  happily 
blended  together,  the  former  monopolising  the  religious  posts,  and  the 
latter  manning  the  ministerial  ones.  The  relation  between  the  two 
sects  was  at  that  time  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  they  remained 
harmonious  till  1895,  when  some  ill-feeling  arose  from  the  Belufasl 
question.  The  ditiorence  was,  however,  settled  by  orders  issued  by 
the  Commissioner,  Mr.  Bourdillon.  Since  this  occasion  a  party  among 
the  Shia  electors  has  been  dissatisfied  with  me,  considering  that  I 
showed  too  much  toleration  towards  the  Sunnis.  Mr.  Justice  Ameer 
Ali  was  then  on  leave  in  England,  and  the  remaining  Trustees  were 
quite    indifferent    and    unsympathetic    towards    me. 

In  April  1896,  a  vacancy  having  arisen  in  the  Management 
Committee  by  the  death  of  Prince  Sir  Jehan  Qadr  Mirza  Bahadur, 
K.C.I.K.,  Mr.  Justice  Ameer  Ali  wished  that  an  able  m.an  rihould  be 
appointed  by  election,  according  to  the  Government  rules  of  1865. 
and  a  day  was  fixed  for  it.  He  was,  however,  too  busy  to  attend, 
and  the  remaining  members  of  the  Committee  possibly  expecting 
that  the  majority  of  the  electors,  who  are  Sunnis,  would  elect  a 
Sunni,    absented    themselves    from    the    election,    which    was     consequently 
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put  off",  and,  uiuler  the  rules,  tlio  matter  was  referred  to  the  District 
Judge  who  appointed  Mirza  Mohaniuiad  Masoom  (Sahib  in  December 
18U6.  Mr.  Ameer  Ali's  No.  52,  dated  the  2nd  July  1896,  to  the 
Government  and  his  No.  66,  dated  the  23rd  July  1896,  to  me,  copies 
of  which  are  .  enclosed,  marked  A,  will  fully  explain  tiie  state  of 
affairs    tlien     existing.        After     this     vacancy     was     filled    up,    two    other 

1.  Late  rriiioo  Fiirnikli   Shall     mcurbers,       noted     in     the     margin,     died      one 
^"o''''\t      ,    iw        1        n.in      after     another      in     the     month     of      December 

2.  Nawalj    Uelwar   Jang   lialia- 

dur,  c.si.  1896,     and     recourse    was     liad    to   election   for 

filling  up  the  vacancies.  Mr  D.  11.  Ahmed,  Kiian  Bahadur,  then 
a  Mutazali  and  Haji  Ali  Mohammad  Klian,  Shirazi,  a  tShia,  were 
duly  elected  in  February  1897.  JJefore  election  took  place,  however, 
Mr.  Justice  Ameer  Ali,  apprehending  that  it  would  not  come  off  as 
desired  by  him,  and  finding  himself  in  a  false  position,  tendex-ed  his 
resignation  {vide  his  No.  20  of  ord  February  1897,  a  copy  of  which 
is  enclosed  herewith,  marked  B).  The  majority  of  the  voters  being 
Sunnis,  and  the  above  two  gentlemen  elected  by  their  votes,  he  was 
persuaded  by  the  Committee  to  withdraw  it.  The  appointment  of 
Mr.  D.  H.  Ahmad  in  the  Committee  enraged  the  Shia  community 
which  considered  him  a  Sunni  and  attempted  to  nullify  the  election 
first  by  petitioning  the  Government,  and,  not  being  satisfied  in  that 
quarter,  by  setting  up  two  ex-employes  of  the  Imambara  to  institute 
a  suit  in  the  Civil  Court  for  that  purpose.  The  Civil  Court 
decided  against  them,  and  went  even  to  the  extent  of  remarking 
that  a  Sunni  can  be  appointed  as  a  member  of  the  Committee. 
Agha  Mohammad  Ali  iShostari  retired  in  April  1899,  and  no  election 
taking  place,  the  Judge  appointed  Nawab  Ahmad  Ali  his  father-in-law, 
a  strict  Shia.  During  this  period  Mr.  Justice  Ameer  Ali  was  again 
in  England.  His  present  determination  to  retire  is  the  result  of  the 
continuous  opposition  and  want  of  sympathy  on  the  part  of  his  fellow 
members  which  he  has  of  late  experienced.  In  deference  to  His 
Honour's  desire  contained  in  paragraph  2  of  the  abovementioned  order. 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  a  copy  of  the  telegram,  marked  C,  which  I 
sent  to  Mr.  Ameer  Ali,  but,  regret  to  say  that  no  copy  of  the  letter 
was  kept,  as  it  was  a  private  one.  As  far  as  I  remember,  I  requested 
him  therein  to  continue  in  his  office  till  the  points  referred  to  by  the 
Local  Agent  in  paragraph  2  of  his  letter  No.  6,  dated  the  7th  April 
1900,  were  settled,  and  until  the  period  of  the  motion  to  the  High 
Court  by  the  two  ex-employ^s  of  the  Imambara  against  me  and  the 
Committee  was  over.  Those  points,  which  are  the  only  definite 
matters    now    in    dispute,    are    as    follows  : — 

The  payment  of  rent  by  me  for  my  family  quarters  and  the  setting 
apart  of  a  special  room  for  the  members  whenever  they  visit  the 
Imambarah   on   duty. 

With  reference  to  paragraph  3  of  the  Government  order,  I  beg  to 
state  that  my  request  to  the  Local  Agent  to  retain  Mr.  Justice  Ameer 
Ali  in  the  Committee  till  the  settlement  of  the  dispute  between  me  and 
the  three  members  of  the  Committee  referred  (besides  the  points  men- 
tioned in  my  No.  124,  of  23rd  March  1900,  to  Mr.  Justice  Ameer  Ali) 
to   having    the    powers   and    functions    of  the    Matwali    and    the    Trustees, 
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respectively,  detined  and  accurately  iaitl  down,  a  cupy  of  which  was 
also  sent  to  the  Local  Agent  lor  ini'oniiation  with  my  No.  133  of  the 
27th    Marcli    I'JUO. 

With  reference  to  tlio  dill'erence  between  nie  and  the  majority  of 
the  Trustees  regarding  the  payment  of  runt  for  my  i'iimily  quarters 
and  the  setting  apart  of  certain  rooms  in  the  Imambara  for  the  use 
of  the  members,   the    facts    are    as    follows  : — 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Conanittee  held  on  the  10th  of  March  1900, 
It  was  moved  that  the  Matwali  be  asked  to  pay  the  rent  for  the 
house  occupied  by  him  for  his  family  ;  and  though  the  motion  was 
opposed  by  the  President  and  the  Vice-President,  it  was  can-ied  by 
the  three  other  members  of  the  Committee.  Again,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Committee  held  on  the  22nd  April  1909,  it  was  resolved  that  a  room 
in  the  Imambara  be  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  members  whenever 
thej'  choose  to  visit  Hooglily  on  duty.  Being  dissatisfied  with  these 
two  resolutions  of  the  Committee  and  finding  that  the  i-elation  between 
me  and  the  Committee  is  likely  to  become  more  acute  after  the  con- 
templated retirement  of  Hon'ble  Mr.  Justice  Am-er  Ali,  I  represented 
the  matter  to  the  Local  Agent,  at  the  same  time  requesting  that 
Mr.  Ameer  Ali  may  be  asked  to  remain  on  the  Committee  until  these 
two  points  of  dispute  between  me  and  the  Committee  were  finally 
settled  ;  and  with  a  view  to  avoid  further  friction  and  unpleasantness 
in  future,  to  define  the  powers  and  functions  of  the  Matwali  and  the 
Committee,  so  that  the  latter  may  not  interfere  in  the  internal  adminis- 
tration of  the  Imambara,  as  for  example,  with  the  appointment  and 
dismissal  of  the  Imambara  servants  down  to  the  dictating  of  the 
minutest  details  of  the  management,  beyond  exercising  supervisory 
control   over   the    accounts    as    they    used    to   do    before. 

As  for  the  reasons  of  Mr.  Ameer  All's  coming  to  a  determination 
to  resign  from  the  Committee  this  year.  Government  is  right  in  think- 
ing that  they  aie  due  to  a  dispute  between  the  two  rival  sects,  the 
Sunnis  and  the  Shias  as  in  1897  ;  with  this  addition  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  continuous  opposition  and  frequent  disunion  among  the 
members  themselves,  as  appears  in  the  letters  duly  forwarded  to  you 
for  the  information  of  Government,  he  does  not  receive  the  same  sort 
of  support  which  he  received  and  expected  to  receive,  from  them. 
Finding  his  position,  therefore,  untenable,  he  wishes  to  sever  his  con- 
nection from  an  institution  which,  instead  of  valuing  his  long  services, 
always  thwarts  him  and  puts  difficulty  in  the  way  of  his  reconciling 
the    rival    sects    to   live    in   peace    and    liarmony. 

My  contention  is  that  I  am  occupying  the  house,  with  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Trustees,  for  the  last  2i  years  without  paying  any  reu*^. 
The  donor — I  mean  the  late  Matwali  who  purchased  the  house — himself 
occupied  it  without  paying  any  rent,  even  after  dedicating  it  to  the 
Imambara.  It  is  within  the  Imambai-a  enclosure  ;  and  he  most 
probably  purchased  it  with  a  view  that  it  may  serve  the  pui'pose  of 
family  quarters  of  the  Mat  walls,  no  outsider  being  expected  to  live 
within  the  enclosure,  and,  therefore,  I  claim  to  occupy  it  so  until  the 
matter  is  decided  by  Government.  The  President  and  the  Vice- 
President    ))oth    favour   my    claim,    wliile    the    rest     of    the     Trustees     hold 
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dificroiit    views    from    them,    as    would     aj  pear    from     an    extract     of    the 
proceedings    of   the    Committee    which    runs    thus  : — 

'•  Proposed  by  the  Hon'blo  Vice-President,  that,  in  considenition 
of  the  fact  that  the  wakf-namah  of  the  hite  matwali  is  vague  on 
this  point,  and  in  view  of  tlie  furtiier  fact  that  tlie  present  matwali 
was  nominated  by  the  hite  matwali  and  that  it  was  on  this  ground 
tliat  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Management  previously  had 
decitied  that,  so  far  as  the  present  matwali  was  concerned,  during  his 
incumbency  he  should  not  be  required  to  pay  any  rent,  a  resolution 
be  recorded  that  the  succeeding  matwali  should  pay  a  rent.  This 
was  seconded  by  the  Hon'ble  President :  before  this  an  amendment 
was  moved  by  Nawab  Syed  Ahmad  Ali  Sahib,  Khan  Bahadur,  to  the 
effect  that  the  matwali  be  requested  to  pay  some  rent  from  1st  April 
1900.  This  was  supported  by  Dr.  M.  M.  Masoom  Sahib  and  Haji 
Ali  Mohammad,  Khan  Sahib,  Shirazi.  The  amendment  was  accord- 
ingly carried.  The  rent  was  fixed  at  Es.  8  a  month  to  be  iJaid  by 
the   matwali  during   his   life    time." 

The  setting  apart  of  two  rooms  in  the  Imambara  is  also  objected 
to  by  me  and  by  the  Local  Agent,  who,  in  paragraph  2  of  his  letter 
No.  6,  of  7th  April  1900,  addressed  to  the  Connnissioner  of  the 
Burdwan    Division,    wrote    as    follows  : — 

"  The  majority  of  the  Committee  is  new  said  to  be  hostile  to  the 
matwali.  They  have  recently  directed  him  to  pay  house-rent  for  that 
part  of  the  Imambara  occupied  by  his  family,  which  he  has  never 
before  paid,  and  they  also  demand  that  certain  rooms  in  the  Imam- 
bara be  set  aside  for  their  use,  so  that  they  may  occupy  them 
whenever  they  visit  the  Imambara.  On  both  points  the  President  is 
opposed  to  the  views  of  the  majority  of  the  Trustees,  and,  as  far  as 
I  am  aware  of  the  facts  and  circumstances,  I  agree  with  him.  I 
consider  that  for  the  Trustees  to  set  up  a  court  of  appeal  inside  the 
Imambara  (for  that  is  what  the  second  proposal  seems  to  come  to) 
would  be  most  prejudicial  to  the  good  management  of  the  Imambara 
and  detrimental  to  the  authority  of  the  mutwali.  The  mutwali  is 
read^'  always  to  receive  and  put  up  the  Trustees  in  his  own  quarters 
and  that  is  ail  that  seems  sufficient.  I,  therefore,  think  it  proper  to 
advise  Government  of  what  is  taking  place,  and  would  suggest  that, 
pending  any  enquiry  that  may  be  considered  neces.sary,  the  President 
shoukl    be   asked   to   remain   at    his   post." 

In  conclusion,  I  earnestly  and  respectfully  request  the  Government 
and  hope  that,  besides  deciding  the  points  above  referred  to,  His 
Honour  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  define  and  settle,  once  for  all, 
the  respective  powers  and  functions  of  the  matwali  and  the  Trustees, 
with  a  view  to  avoid  further  friction  and  unpleasantness  between  them 
which  will  surely  become  acute  after  the  contemplated  retirement  of 
the  President.  It  should  be  clearly  laid  down  whether  the  Trustees 
are  only  to  exercise  a  supervisory  control  over  the  affairs  of  the 
Imambara,  or  to  interfere  in  the  internal  economy  and  management  of 
the  Imambara  and  the  executive  power  which  Government  has  been 
graciously    pleased    to   vest    in    me. 
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Demi-official    No.    66,    dated    Caloiltta,    the  23rd    July    1896. 

From — The    Hon'hlk  Mr.    Justice  Ameer    Ali,   c.i.e., 
To — The  Mutwali    of   the    Hooghly    Imambara. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  231  of  the  17th  instant,  and,  in  reply,  to  state  that  the  law 
provides  that  if  the  Committee  do  not  proceed  to  liave  the  vacancy 
filled  up  by  election  in  the  course  of  three  months  from  tlie  date  of 
the  vacancy,  the  District  Judge '  shall  have  the  power  of  appointing  any 
one  he  considers  tit.  I  am  afraid,  therefore,  the  Committee  have  no 
farther  voice  in  the  appointment  of  a  member,  and  must  let  the  law 
take    its    course. 

2.  I  think  it  right  to  inform  you  that  my  last  communication 
addi-essed  to  the  members  of  the  Committee  was  utterly  ignored  by 
Nawab  Syed  Ashgar  Ali  and  Syed  Mohammad  Ali  Shustri,  but  Prince 
Mohammad  Furrukh  Shah  alone  replied  to  it.  This  act  of  discourtesy 
makes  it  ditftcult  for  me  to  woi'k  with  them  any  longer.  I  am  taking 
steps  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  notice  of  Government  ;  and  unless 
something  is  done  to  lemedy  the  evil  which  results  from  the  disunion 
existing  among  the  members,  1  shall  be  compelled  to  send  in  my 
resignation. 


A. 

No.    52,    dated    Calcutta,    the    2nd    July    1896. 

From — The    Hon'ble    Mr.     Justice   Ameer    Ali,    c.i.e..    President 

of    the    Committee    of    the  Hooghly  Imambara, 
To — The    (Jliief    Secretary    to   the    Government    of    Bengal. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith,  for  the  information  of  His 
Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  copies  of  all  correspondence  and  papers 
connected  with  the  election  of  a  member  to  the  vacancy  caused  on  the 
Committee  of  Management  of  the  Hooglily  Imambara  by  tlie  death  of  the 
late  Prince  Mirza  Jelian  Qudr.  Under  the  rules  framed  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  1865,  one  member  at  least  of  the  Committee  of  Management 
is  required  to  be  present  during  the  election.  My  work  in  Calcutta, 
as  His  Honour  knows,  makes  it  impossible  for  me  to  attend.  Prince 
Mohammed  Furrukh  Shah  informs  me  that  ill-health  prevents  his 
attendance,  and  Nawab  Syed  Asghar  Ali  after  several  requests,  has 
simply  noted  that  he  is  unable  to  attend.  And  the  remaining 
member,  Syed  Agha  ]\Iohammad  Ali  Shustari,  has  not  given  any  inti- 
mation one  way  or  the  other.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  am  afraid 
the  election  fixed  for  the  5th  at  the  Hooghly  Imambara  will  prove  a 
total  failure.  I  feel  it,  therefore,  my  duty  to  inform  Government  of 
the  proceeding  hitherto  taken,  in  order  that  it  may  take  such  steps 
as  it  may  consider  expedient^  and  especially  to  remove  the  dead-lock 
which    seems    imminent. 
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No.    20.    dated    Calcutta,    the    3rd    February    1897. 

From — The  Hon'ble  ]\Ir.  Justice  Ameek  Ali,  c.i.e.,  President  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Management  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara, 

To — The     Secretarj-     to     the     Government     of     liengal,     Revenue 
Department. 

I  have  the  honour  to  request  you  to  be  good  enough  to  place 
my  resignation  of  the  membership  of  the  Committee  of  Management 
of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  before  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
with    effect    from    the    15th    instant. 

2.  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Committee  ever  since  its  incep- 
tion in  1876,  and  was  able  hitherto  to  exercise  with  the  assistance 
of  my  fellow  members,  the  supervisor}'  control  vested  in  the  Committee 
without  any  difficulty  and  generally  to  maintain  harmony  between  the 
the  two  sects.  A  movement — I  do  not  wish  to  call  it  by  any  other 
name — seems  now  to  be  on  foot,  to  nullify  my  endeavours  to  keep  the 
management  on  the  old  lines.  At  present  there  are  two  vacancies, 
but  from  the  attitude  of  my  fellow  members  and  from  letters  received, 
I  foresee  there  is  no  chance  of  securing  the  election  of  men  of  posi- 
tion and  character  actuated  by  a  sense  of  responsibility  from  whom 
I  can  expect,  and  would  be  likely  to  receive,  support.  I.  therefore, 
find  my  position  wholly  untenable  and  am  compelled  to  ]  lace  my 
resignation    in   the    hands    of    His    Honour. 

3.  In  conclusion,  I  would  beg  the  Government  to  prevent  the 
Committee  from  dismissing,  after  my  retirement,  the  two  clerks  now 
working  in  the  Committee's  office.  One  of  them  has  been  in  the 
service  of  the  Committee  for  15  years  and  the  other  for  2  years, 
and  both  ai'e  trustworthy  and  capable  servants.  But  as  they  happen 
to    be    Sunnis,    I    am    afraid    of    an    attempt    to   dismiss    them. 


c. 

Telegram,    dated    the    14th    :\Iarch    1900. 

From — Hooghly,  I     To — Calcutta. 

From — Mutwalli,  I     To — Hon'ble    Syed  Ameer    Ali.   c.i.e. 

Local    Muhammadans    earnestly    beg    of   you    to    postpone     your    resig- 
nation   from    Committee. 
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D. 


1.  Hon'ble  Mr.  Justice 
Ameer  Ali,  c.l  K.,  of 
Calcutta 


.  Maulvi  D.  H.  Ahmed, 
Khan  Bahadur,  of 
Calcutta. 


Date  „f  apiK 


26th    January     1876     (by 
Government  order). 


February  1897  (elected  by 
the  election  of  February 
18.17) 


.  HajiAli   Mohammad     February    1897     (by    elec- 
Khan,  Shirazi,  of  Cal-  :     tion). 
cutta. 


4.  Dr.  Mirza  Moham- 
mad ilasoom  of  Cal- 
cutta. 


5    Nawab   Sved  Ahmed 
Ali  of  Calcutta. 


December  189S  (by  the 
order  of  the  District  Judjje 
of  Hooghly). 


September    1899     (by   the 
District  Judge  of 

Hooghly). 


President  of  the  Iraamhara 
Managing  Committee  and 
moet  experienced  and  oldest 
member  of  the  Committee, 
is  of  the  Mutazoii  sect. 


Vice-President  of  the  Manag- 
ing Committee  Formerly 
he  was  a  Sunni,  but  he  be- 
came a  Miitazoli  and  thus 
follows  Mr.  Ameer  All's 
persuasion. 

Member  of  the  Managing 
Committee.    Is  a  strict  Shia. 


Wan  m»de  a  defendant  in  the 
ci.se  brought  by  Mirza  Moham- 
mad V\'a»i,  the  cr-emploviS  set 
up  by  the  Shias,  Mogals,  and 
others  to  set  aside  the  election 
of  Mr.  D.  U.  Ahmed,  Khan 
Bahadur,  and  Haji  Ali  Moham- 
mad Khan,  Shirazi. 

The  Shias  objected  strongly  to 
his  appointment  and  .set  up 
Mirza  Mohammad  Wasi  to  set 
aside  the  election  through  Civil 
Court.  He  was  made,  therefore, 
the  Chief  defendant. 

The  Shhs  set  up  Minsa  Moham- 
mad Wasi  to  set  aside  his  elec- 
tion through  Civil  Court.  He 
was  made  second  defendant. 

Is  a  private  practioner  in  Cal 
cutta  and  married  in  the  Mogal 
community.  Was  also  made  a 
defendant  to  set  aside  the  elec- 
tion of  Maulvi  D.  H.  Ahmed 
and  Haji  Ali  Mohammad  Khan, 
Shirazi. 

Father-in-law  of  Agha  Syed 
Mohammad  Ali  Shustari,  who 
resigned  in  April  1899,  and  in 
whose  place,  in  consequence  of 
the  non-attendance  of  the  mem- 
bers for  holding  an  election  the 
District  Judge  made  this 
appointment. 


No.    127,    dated    Hooghly,    the    23rd    March    1900. 

From — Syed    Ashrafuddix     Ahmed,     Mutwalli     of     the     Hooglily 
Imambara, 

To — The    Members    of   the    Imambara  Mauagirg    Commit(;ee. 

In  continuation  of  this  office  letter  No.  90,  dated  21st  February 
1900,  and  with  regard  to  _^the  views  taken  by  some  members  of  the 
Committee  in  opposition  to  tliat  of  the  President  and  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Committee  that  the  Mutwalli  should  be  asked  to  pay  rent 
for  the  house  occupied  by  him,  from  time  to  time,  for  his  family,  I 
have  the  honour  to  observe  that  as  the  question  of  the  payment  of 
rent  has  been  once  decided  by  the  late  learned  Judge,  Mr.  Bradbuiy. 
in  his  order  of  the  7th  December  1896,  when  disposing  of  the  first 
application  of  Mirza  Mohammad  Wazi  and  Mirza  Asghar  Ali,  which 
contains  certain  allegations,  one  of  which  was  that  the  mutwali  does  not 
pay  any  rent  for  the  house  occupied  bj'  his  family  adjoining  the  Imam- 
bara and  the  Committee  has  agreed  with  that  decision  and  in  their  office 
memorandum  of  the  24th  November  1897,  to  the  Board's  endorsement 
of  the  ISth  November  1897,  and  also  in  their  No.  98  of  the  17th  December 
1896,  informed  the  Government  of  it.  I,  therefore,  do  not  think  it 
judicious  that  the  Members  of  the  Committee  should  now  reopen  the 
question,  and  thus  overrule  the  decision  passed  thereon  bj^  a  compe- 
tent   Civil    Court. 

2.  Moreover,  the  fact  that  the  late  Mutwali,  Syed  Keramat  Ali, 
after  he  had  delicated  and  incorporated  this  house  with  the  property 
of    the    late    Haji   Mohammad   Mohsiu,   on  the   basis   and    terms    mentioned 
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in  tho  latter's  will,  himself  occppied  it  without  payment  of  any 
rent,  and  after  I  had  succeeded  him  in  July  1875,  allowed  me  to 
occupy  it  free  of  rent,  goes  to  show  tliat  since  the  donor  of  the 
house  in  his  life-time  occujiied  it  for  his  own  use  and  never  demanded 
rent  from  me  for  it,  it  would  not  he  just  for  the  CoTnmittee  to 
demand  it  now  from  me  after  24  years  of  its  occupation  by  me 
without  jiaying  any  rent.  Besides,  as  the  house  is  situated  so  close 
to  the  Imambara  buildings  as  to  make  it  a  part  and  parcel  of  it,  the 
intention  of  the  late  Mutwali  appears  to  have  been  the  house  be  used 
as    the    family    residence    of  the    Mutvvallis    of    the   liooghly    Imambarah. 

3.  Apart  from  this  as  the  Hon'ble  Mr.  Justice  Ameer  Ali, 
C.I.E.,  the  President,  and  the  Hon'ble  Maulvi  D.  H.  Ahmad,  Khan, 
Bahadur,  the  Vice-President,  observed  in  the  last  meeting  that  the 
house  which  I  am  occupying  for  my  family  since  the  life-time  o£  the 
late  Mutwali  should  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  Mutwali's  occupation 
without  payment  of  any  rent  I,  therefore,  hope  that  the  remaining 
members  of  the  Committee  would  be  pleased  to  reconsider  the  matter 
in  consultation  with  their  Hon'ble  President  who  is  the  oldest  and 
most  e:^perienced  member  of  the  Committee  or  refer  it,  if  necessary, 
to  Government  before  the  retirement  of  the  Hon'ble  Mr.  Justice  Ameer 
Ali    from    the    Committee. 

N.B. — This  was  forwarded  to  the  Local  Agent  with  this  office  No.  165  of  the  19th  April 
1900,  in  continuation  of  this  office  Nos.  133  and  139  of  the  27th  and  Slst  of  March  1900  for 
information. 


I 

No.    121,    dated    Hooghly,    the    23rd    March    1900. 

From: — Syed  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad,    Mutwali    of   the    Hooghly   Imambara, 
To — The   Members    of   the    Imambara    Committee. 

Understanding  that  some  of  the  members  of  the  Imambara  Manag- 
ing Committee  desire  that  certain  rooms  in  the  Imambara  be  reserved 
for  their  use  whenever  they  choose  to  pay  a  visit  here,  I  have  the 
honpf-ir  to  observe  that  unless  the  Committee's  office,  with  a  view  to 
economj^  is  removed  from  Calcutta  to  the  Hooghl.y  Imambara,  I  regret  I 
am  unable  to  place  any  rooms  at  their  sole  disposal.  But  the  members 
are  quite  welcome  to  stay  with  the  matwali  in  the  Imambara  when- 
ever they  call  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  accounts  and  of  seeing 
the  papers,  etc.  This  practice  was  observed  by  the  former  members 
of  the  Committee,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  the  present  members 
should   find    any    objection    in    adopting   the    same    course. 
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H. 

Extract    from    the    proceedings    of   a    meeting    of   the    Imamliara    Managing 
Committee    hehl    in    Calcutta    on    the    22nd    April    lllOO. 

Paragraiih  5.—"  Letter  No.  121.  of  the  23rd  March  IDOO,  from  the 
Mutwali  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara,  was  laid  before  the  Committee^ 
Resolved  that  as  some  members  of  the  Committee  are  frequently  in 
the  habit  of  visiting  the  Imambara  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties, 
it  is  desirable  that  they  should  have  a  separate  room  in  the  Imambara 
premises  in  which  they  may  be  able  to  do  their  duties  properly.  It 
was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  mutwali  be  requested  to  make 
arrangements   to   place   one    room   in    Imambara   at    their   disposal." 
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No.    1185  T.— R..    dated    Darjeeling.    the   3rd   July    1900. 

Memo,    by — E.     Lister.     Esq..     Under=Secretary    to    the    Govern- 
ment   of    Bengal,    Revenue    Department. 

In    forwarding    herewith    the    accompanying    copy    of   the    communica- 
tion   noted  on  the  margin,  and  of  its  enclosures 
Ju:eiroo,''Ll''ihfl^ber?o£     On   the     subjcct     of    the     repairs    to    be    carried 
the  Hoogbly  iraambara  Manage-     Qut     in     the     Hooghly     Imambara,     the     Public 

ment  Cijmmittee,   addressed  to   tbe  ,  r        t  ■  n^  • 

Government  of  Bengal,  in  tlie  Works  Department  of  this  oflice  IS  requested 
^ZTrZ  ^'f"""'"''  "'"'  '"-  to  be  so  good  as  to  call  for  a  detailed  esti- 
mate of  the  expenditure  for  the  purpose  from 
the  Executive  Engineer  and  favour  this  Depart- 
ment with  an  expression  of  their  opinion  on  the  same,  as  to  whether 
it    is    moderate    or    otherwise. 


closures 

°  See  foregoing  papers 
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No.    2629,    dated    Calcutta,    the    25th    July  1900. 

From — E.    Lister,    Esq..    Under-Secretary    to    the    Government    of   Bengal, 
Revenue    Department, 

To — The    Commissioner    of   the    Burdwan    Division. 

I  am  directed  lo  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  memorandum 
Ko.  17  R. — G.,  dated  the  21st  June  1900,  with  its  enclosures,  which 
narrates  the  circumstances  that  have  led  to  the  existing  strained  relations 
between  the  mutwali  and  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee   for    the    Management    of    the    Hooghly    Imambara. 

2.  In  reply,  I  am  to  say  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  much 
concerned  at  the  evidence  wliicli  the  report  furnishes  of  a  lack  of  harmonj' 
between  the  Committee  and  the  matwali.  His  Honour  is  deeply  interested 
in  the  prosperity  of  an  institution  of  so  much  beneficence  and  value 
to  the  Muhammadan  comnmnity  in  Bengal,  and  thinks  it  but  too  obvious 
that  lack  of  harmony  in  the  management  must  impair  its  success. 
Personally,  His  Honour  considers  that  matters  of  the  kind  now  reported 
to  form  the  grounds  of  dispute  are  hardly  of  sufficient  importance  to 
justify  interference  with  arrangements  of  very  old  standing ;  but 
apparently  j'it  would  now  be  in  the  interest  of  the  Imambara  and 
promote  the  maintenance  of  those  good  relations  between  the  matwali  and 
the  Committee,  upon  which  the  prosperity  of  the  institution  depends, 
if    their    respective    functions    were    defined    by    rules. 
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Memo.  No.    3854    B,    dated    Ualcutta,    the    3rd    September    1900. 

From — B.     K.     Finn'imore,     Esq.,     Offg.     Under-Secretary   to    the    Govern- 
ment   of   Bengal,    Public    Works    Department, 
To — The    Secretary    to   the    Government  of    Bengal,  Revenue  Department. 

With    refei'ence    to  Revenue  Depai-tment  memorandum   Xo.   1185  T. — 
R..   dated   the   3rd   Julv    1900.    the  undersigned 

•^  Rs.  10,000.  ,  ,         1  n    '  T       ,  • 

has  the  honour  to  forward  the  accompanymg 
detailed  estimate*  prepared  by  the  Executive  Engineer,  2nd  Calcutta 
Division,  of  the  probable  cost  of  quinquennial  repairs  to  the  Hooghly 
Imambara    buildings. 

2.     A    copy   of   a   letter   No.    4639,     dated    the     27th     August     1900, 
from    the    Superintending   Engineer,    Central    Circles    is    enclosed. 


No.   4639,   dated  Calcutta,   the  27th   August    1900. 

From — The    Superintending  Engineer,    Central    Circle, 

To — The    Chief    Engineer,    Bengal. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  2988  B.,  of  14th  ultimo,  on 
the  subject  of  probable  cost  of  quadrennial  repairs  to  the  Hooghly 
Imambara  buildings,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  an 
estimate*  prepared  bv  the  Executive  Engineer 
2nd  Calcutta  Division,  of  probable  cost  of  the 
quinquennial  repairs  to  the  building  referred  to  above,  and  am  of  opinion 
that  the  Imambara  cannot  be  kept  in  a  proper  state  of  repair  for  a 
less  sum  than  the  amount  estimated  as  required  by  the  Executive 
Engineer. 
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No.   1802  T.-R.,    dated    Darjt-eling,   tlie  21st    September   1900. 

From — ¥.    A.    iSi..\(.'KK,    Esq.,    Secretary   to   the  Government   of    Dengal, 
Revenue   Department, 

To — The    Members    of   the  Committee   of  Management  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  214,  dated  the  16th  June  1900, 
on  tlie  suljject  of  the  repairs  to  be  carried  out  in  the  Hooghly 
Imambara,  1  am  directed  to  say  that  there  is  no  objection  to  the 
proposal  of  the  Committee  to  arrange  for  the  repairs  of  the  Imambara 
buildings  themselves,  on  the  condition  that  when  the  work  is 
completed,  it  should  be  approved  by  officers  of  the  Public  Works 
Department.  Tiie  Imambara  buildings  will  continue  (under  the  orders 
conveyed  in  paragraph  6  of  Government  letter  No.  716  T.  R.,  dated 
11th  October  1898)  to  be  annually  inspected  by  an  officer  of  the 
Public    Works   Department. 

2.  I  am  to  point  out  that  thei'e  appears  to  be  a  miscalculation 
in  your  letter  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  funds  for  tlie  repairs 
of  the  Imambara  buildings.  You  say  that  Rs.  1,800  a  year  can  be 
found  for  the  repairs,  and  add  that  they  were  executed  last  in  1899, 
and  will  be  again  due  in  1904  by  which  time  you  would  have  saved 
Rs.  7,200  (1,800x4).  I  am  to  say  that,  if  repairs  are  completed  in 
1904,  the  interval  w^ill  have  been  five  years  and  the  Committee  will 
have    saved    Rs.    9.000. 


Memo.    No.    1803  T.-R. 

Copy,     with     copy     of     the  letter   to    which    it    is    a   reply,   forwarded 
to   the    Commissioner    of    HurJwan    for    information. 


Memo.    No.    1804  T.-R. 

Copy,  with  copy  of  the  letter  to  which  it  is  reply,  forwarded  to 
the  Public  Works  Department  of  this  Government  for  information,  in 
continuation  of  this  Department's  memorandum  No.  160  T.-R.,  dated 
Ist    May    1900. 

By    order  of   the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Bengal, 

(Sd.)    E.   LISTER, 
Under-Secretary    to  the    Government    of    Bengal. 

Daujeeling, 
T'he    21st    September    1900. 
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No.    47  K.G.,    dated    Chiiisurali,    the    HOtli    Septombor    1900. 
From — C.    J.     S.     Fauldkr,     Esq.,     OLg.     Couimissioner     of     the 
liurdwaii    Division, 

To — The     Secretary     to     the     Government     of     Bengal,     Revenue 
Department. 

With  reference  to  your  No.  2629  of  25th  July  1900,  I  have  the 
honour  to  forward,  in  original,  a  representation  from  the  Mutwali  of 
the    Hooghly    Imambara    forwarded    to   me    by    the    Local    Agent. 

2.  It  appears  to  me.  after  careful  study  of  the  law  applicable, 
viz.,  Regulation  XIX  of  1810,  and  Act  XX  of  1863,  that  neither  the 
Committee  nor  the  Government  have  any  power  to  make  rules  as  to 
the  relations  of  the  Mutwali  and  the  Committee  ;  they  depend  on  the 
two  enactments  quoted,  in  neither  of  which  is  any  power  given  to 
either  the  Committee  or  Government  to  matce  rules  binding  on  the 
Matwali. 

3.  The  Mohsin  Fund  falls  under  section  21  of  Act  XX  coupled 
with  section  7  ;  it  is  a  case  of  an  endowment  in  the  appointment  of 
the  Superintendent  of  which  Government  exercises  control,  devoted 
partly  to  secular  and  partly  to  religious  uses  ;  under  section  21  the 
Board  of  Revenue  and  the  Local  Agents  retain  their  functions  and 
powers  under  Regulation  XIX,  as  regards  the  secular  portion,  but  as 
regards  the  religious  poi-tion  they  are  transferred  to  the  (Committee. 
It  is  thus  not  clear  why  the  Local  Agent  or  Commissioner,  or 
Government  itself  continue  to  exei'cise  control  over  the  affairs  of  the 
Imambarah. 

4.  As  to  the  powers  of  the  Committee,  Act  XX,  section  7, 
transfers  to  it  all  the  powers  exercised  by  the  Board  of  Revenue,  the 
Commissioner,  and  the  Local  Agent  under  Regulation  XIX.  Except, 
perliaps,  the  power  to  call  for  accounts  from  the  Superintendent, 
Act  XX  gives  to  the  Committee  no  powers  not  previously  exercised 
under  Regulation  XIX  by  the  Board  of  Revenue  and  Local  Agents  ;  it, 
therefore,  has  to  be  seen  what  powers  those  officers  exercise  under 
the    Regulation. 

5.  Under  section  2  "  the  general  superintendence  of  all  lands 
granted  for  .....  pious  and  beneficial  purposes  and  of  all  public 
buildings      ....      is     hereby    vested     in     the     Board     of     Revenue." 

_  Under  section  3,  it  was  "'  the  duty  of  the  Board  ....  to  take 
care  that  all  endowments  be  duly  appropiated  for  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  destined  ....  to  provide  for  the  due  repair 
and  maintenance  of  all  public  edifices  "  ;  under  section  5  "  to 
prevent  any  lands  which  have  been  grantol  for  the  support  of 
establishments  ....  from  being  converted  to  the  private  use  of 
individuals  or  public  edifices  from  being  usurped  by  individuals. 
tJnder  section  10  the   Local    Agents    are    required    to    ascertain    and   report 
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to  the  Board  cases  calling  for  interference;  and,  under  section  11. 
to  report  the  names  of  superintendents  in  charge  and  whether  they 
have  /obtained  their  position  by  proper  autliority  ;  under  section  12, 
they  were  to  report  vacancies  and  how  they  should  le  filled,  and 
(section  13)  in  cases  in  which  Government  appoints,  ihey  were  to 
propose  a  proper  successor  ;  under  section  14.  the  Board  on  receipt 
of  the  report  were  either  to  appoint  the  person  nominated  or  "  make 
such  other  provision  for  the  trust,  superintendence,  and  management 
as    may    be    right.'' 

0.  It  thus  appears  that  the  powers  given  to  the  Board  were  the 
management  of  the  landed  property  and  so  much  supervision  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  income  by  the  superintendent  as  might  ensure  that 
the  money  was  spent  on  the  objects  for  which  the  Trust  was  created 
It  is  remai-kable  that  no  powers  are  specifically  given  to  the  Board  by 
the  regulation  to  remedy  any  misuse  of  the  funds  either  by  dismissing 
the  Superintendent  or  by  interference  in  any  other  way  in  his  manage- 
ment ;  that  being  so,  the  Board  presumably  could  only  obtain  redress 
like  a  private  person,  by  a  civil  suit  under  section  15  or  by  with- 
holding the  revenue.  It  is  quite  clear  that  it  was  never  intended 
that  the  Board  should  exercise  minute  supervision  and  control  over  the 
details  of  the  management  of  the  religious  institution  provided  there 
was  no  clear  misuse  of  the  fund  ;  the  Committee,  therefore,  can  have 
no  such  power;  the  Mutwali,  as  Superintendent  of  the  religious  insti- 
tution, must  manage  it,  as  he  thinks  fit,  subject  to  liability  to  a  suit 
against  him  under  section  14  of  the  Act,  which  takes  the  place  of 
section  15  of  Regulation  XIX  ;  he  must  allow  the  Committee  powers  of 
inspection,  and  must  submit  to  them  his  accounts  so  as  to  enable 
them  to  judge  whether  they  should  take  steps  under  section  14,  but 
he  does  not  seem  bound  to  accept  their  orders  nor  do  they  seem  to 
have    any   power   to   enforce    or    therefore,    to   pass    any. 

7.  The  correspondence,  of  which  the  Mutwali  has  submitted  copies, 
clearlj'  shows  that  in  the  present  case,  the  Board  did  not  exercise 
minute  control  over  the  management  of  the  religious  institution,  and 
that  Government  did  not  consider  this  one  of  its  proper  functions  ; 
the  Matwali  was  allowed  full  power  to  exercise  his  own  discretion  ; 
Government  obviously  had  no  intention  of  interfering  unless  there, 
should  be  any  case  of  positive  misuse  of  the  funds.  The  Committee 
is  in  the  place  of  the  Board,  and  cannot  claim  to  meddle  in  the 
details  of  the  management,  the  Board  having  repudiated  any  intention 
of   doing   so. 

8.  The  rules  passed  by  the  Committee  in  1897.  of  which  the 
Matwali  has  submitted  a  copy,  are  for  the  most  part  harmless  and 
even  useful,  but  they  are,  in  some  cases,  if  my  interpretation  of  the 
law  is  correct,  invalid,  especially  rule  6  (which  is.  however,  reasonable) 
rule  7  (which  is  probably  not  binding  on  the  ]\Iatwali,  though  the 
Civil  Court  might  consider  the  action  by  implication  prohibited  a 
breach  of  duty  by  the  Matwali),  rules  8,  10.  (which  are  clearly  not 
landing  on    the    ^latwali),    rules    15    and    16     (which     are     superfluous     as 
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as  merely  reciting  the. law)  and  rule  17  (whicli  implies  that  a  right 
of  interfering  in  promotions  belongs  to  the  Committee  which  it  does 
not    possess). 

[).  The  rules  whicii  the  Matwali  proposes  are  all  superfluous,  and 
no  one  seems  to  have  authority  to  sanction  them  ;  an  expression  of 
opinion  on  the  part  of  Government  upon  the  principles  which,  they 
assert,  would,  however,  be  useful  as  a  check  upon  future  doubts  and 
disputes.       I    give    below    my    own  opinion  upon    each. 

10.  As  to  rule  1,  most  of  it  simply  recites  what  the  law  has 
already  provided  for.  As  to  the  succession,  it  might  be  argued  from 
section  14  of  the  Act  that  the  powers  of  the  Board  having  by  sec- 
tion 7  devolved  upon  the  Committee,  it  is  now  for  the  Committee  not 
for  Government,  to  confirm  the  Matwali's  nomination  of  his  successor  • 
it  is  not  quite  clear  whether  Act  XX  intended  to  transfer  to  the 
Committee  the  Government  right  to  nominate  ;  section  7  seems  ex- 
haustive, but  section  12  is  not.  In  the  case,  however,  of  the  Hoo^hly 
Imambarah,  a  right  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  to  supersede 
Government  in  the  confirmation  of  the  Mutwalli's  nomination  has  never 
been  asserted,  much  less  exercised  ;  it  has  always  been  the  practice 
for  the  Matwali  lo  nominate  his  successor  subject  to  Government 
confirmation,  and  I  do  not  suppose  any  deviation  from  the  previous 
practice  would  be  allowed  ;  the  deed  of  the  founder  may  be  taken 
to  support  the  practice,  whatever  interpretation  may  be  put  upon  the 
law  ;  under  the  deed,  there  were  to  be  two  Matwalis,  each  of  whom 
was  to  appoint  his  successor  ;  Government  at  a  verj'  early  period 
ejected  both  and  assumed  the  position  of  ]\Iatwali  itself  ;  the  Matwali 
in  charge  has  always  since  been  merely  a  deputy  of  Government  ;  the 
case  does  not.  therefore,  seem  one  in  whicli  any  function  under 
section  14  of  the  Regulation  has  descended  to  the  Committee  ;  there  is  a 
permanent  Superintendent  in  the  shape  of  Government,  and  as  to  its 
deputy,    the    Committee    has    no   concern. 

11.  Rule  2  is  supei'tluous  ;  the  Committee  has  clearly  no  right  to 
interfere  in  the  details  of  the  management  of  the  institution  or  in  the 
appointment    or  dismissal   of   its    employes. 

12.  Rule  3  w.iuld  be  illegal.  If  any  controversy  arises,  the  only 
authority  competent  to  decide  upon  it  is  the  Civil  Court  in  a  suit 
under  section  14.  The  Matwali.  if  he  is  unwilling  to  accejjt  the  advice 
of  the  Committee,  is  not  bound  to  do  so ;  the  only  remedy  of  the 
Committee  is  to  satisfy  the  Civil  Court  under  section  14  that  the 
^latwali  s    action    is    harmful   and    calls    for    its    interference. 

13.  Rule  4.  as  to  whether  the  Matwali  should  pay  rent  for  its 
quarters  or  as  to  whether  (to  refer  to  another  bone  of  contention)  the 
Committee  should  be  allowed  to  use  a  room  in  the  Imambai-ah  as  its 
Court,  these  seem  to  me  questions  connected  wiUi  the  detailed  manage- 
ment of  the  building  as  to  which  the  Committee  can  pass  no  orders 
upon  the  Matwali  but  which  the  Matwali  must  decide  subject  to  a 
suit  ;    as   he    has   never   paid    rent,    it    is    not    likely   that    the     Civil    Court 
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woald    hold    his    omissions   to   do   so   to   amount    to   a  misfeasance    justify- 
ing its  interference. 

14.  Rule  5.  Government  has  no  concern  with  the  Matwali's  leave 
or  absence  nor  has  the  Committee  ;  the  Matwali  is  not  Ijound  down 
by  any  rule  as  to  leave,  and  may  suit  himself  as  to  his  absences  from 
Hooghly,  subject  to  suit  by  the  Committee  for  neglect  of  duty  if  his 
absences    are    unreasonable    or    harmful  to   the    Imambarah. 

15.  Rule  6.  The  Matwali  accords  in  this  rule  to  the  Committee  a 
pov\'er  which  they  do  not  possess  ;  they  have  no  ]30wer  to  frame 
budgets  or  to  prescribe  allotments  from  the  Imambarah  revenues  for 
any  kind  of  expenditure.  As  to  costs  in  suits,  the  Matwali  must 
exercise  his  own  discretion  in  paying  them ;  it  is  for  Government  to 
decide  whether  costs  in  any  case  can  be  paid  from  the  secular  share  ; 
the  Matwali  may  clearly  pay  costs  incurred  in  suits  connected  with 
the  Imamljarah  management  or  in  the  defence  of  suits  brought  against 
himself  under  section  14  from  the  Imambarah  share  subject  to  a 
further    suit    under    section    14,    if    he    incurs    such    costs    inproperly. 

16.  Rules    7    and  8     are  matt?rs    for    the    decision  of  the    Committee. 


No.    447.    dated    Hooghly,    the    22nd    August    1900. 

From — SvED     Ashrafuddin     Ahmed,     Matwali      of     the     Hooghly 
Imambarah, 

To — The    Local    Agent.    Hooghly. 

In  continuation  of  my  No.  305  of  the  20th  June  1900,  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  you,  for  the  infonnation  of  the  higher  authorities  that 
acting  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Divisional  Commissioner,  I  formally,  vide 
my  demi-official  No.  399  of  the  8th  instant,  applied  to  the  Hon'ble  the 
President  of  the  Imambarah  jManaging  Committee  for  his  co-operation  with 
regard  to  the  new  rules  which  are  to  be  framed  for  the  management  of 
the  Imamljarah  in  future,  and  in  which  I  submitted  to  him  (the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Committee)  certain  suggestions  apart  from  the  rules  already 
enforced  in  the  Imambarah  by  the  Committee  themselves  since  March  1897, 
and    which    I    then    accepted.     Copy    of   the    Committee's    Rules   of   1897  is 

annexed,   marked   A,  and  copy  of  my  new  sugges- 

Vide  foregoing  papers.  .  .  . 

tions  on  the  said  rules  is  also  annexed,  marked 
B,  while  copies  of  the  official  papers,  Government  orders,  and  the  will*  of 
the   Donor    are    annexed,    marked  C    and    D. 

It  now  appear  that  Mr.  Justice  Ameer  Ali  wishes  to  frame  his  own  rules 
independently  of  the  above,  and  as  he  has  not  been  pleased  to  consult 
me  about  them,  ncr  he  has  replied  to  my  demi-official  No.  399  of  the 
8th  instant,  I  see  no  alternative  but  to  submit  my  own  suggestions  to 
Government  through  you  and  the  Divisional  Commissioner,  with  a  hope 
that  the  authorities  may  be  graciously  pleased  to  take  this  matter  once 
for  all    under   their  kind  considei'ation  at  an  early  date. 
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Demi-official  No.  3;H>,  dated  Hocvdily^  tiie  8th  August  litOO. 

From — Syku  Asiihafiddin  Aii.mkh.  i\hit\valli  ol'  the  Ilooglily  Imam- 
harah. 

To — The    Hon'hlk  Mr.  Jubtice  Amker  Ali,  c.i.e..  President  of  the 
Imaiuliarah  Managing  Committee. 

As  suggested  by  the  Divisional  (,'omnnssioner.  I  beg  leave  t)  write  and 
ask  your  advice  and  suggestions  with  regard  to  some  rules  which  are  liliely 
to  be  adopted  in  the  management  of  the  Imambarah  in  future.  You  are 
aware  of  the  feelings  that  now  unhappily  exist  amongst  some  of  the  members 
of  the  Committee,  and  I,  knowing  your  friendly  attitude  and  impartial  and 
sound  judgment,  venture  to  suggest  certain  rules  regarding  the  Internal 
management  and  economy  of  the  Imambarah,  and  beg  the  favour  of  your 
approval  and  such  additions  and  corrections  as  you  may  deem  proper, 
keeping  in  view  the  contents  of  the  Donor's  Will  and  the  Committee's 
own  rules  framed  in  March  1897. 

An  early  reply  will  greatly  oblige. 


ANNEXURE  A. 
Hoogbly  Imambarah  Committee  Rules  of  1897. 

The  following  rules  and  principles  upon  which  the  supervisory  control 
of  the  Imanilmrah  vested  in  the  Committee  of  Management,  has  hitherto 
proceeded  are  unanimously  adopted  for  future  guidance  : — 

I.  That  the  register  kept  in  the  Imambaraii  of  the  pei'sons  entitled  to 
participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  institution,  or  who  are  in  the  habit  of 
attending  at  the  festivals  and  ceremonies  performed  there,  shall  be  revised 
six-monthly  by  a  Sub-Committee,  assisted  by  the  Mutwalli.  But  no  jjersoa 
whose  name  is  at  present  on  the  register  shall  hav«  bis  name 
removed  from  the  register  without  being  allowed  an  opportunity  to 
show  cause  before  the  Committee ;  any  such  application  to  be  submitted 
to    the   Trustees  through   the   Mutwalli. 

II.  That  all  the  servants  of  the  Imambarah  of  the  Muhammadan 
faith   shall    be   entitled   to    be  on    the   register. 

III.  That  in  future  all  persons  ordinarily  residing  at  Hooghly  or 
Chinsurah,  and  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  Imambarah  and  the 
rites,  feasts  and  ceremonies  performed  there,  shall  have  their  names 
entered  in  the  register.  A  person  who  does  not  ordinarily  reside  at 
Hooghly  or  Chinsurah,  but  who  has  attended  the  Imambarah  one 
Thursday  every  month,  for  six  months,  consecutively,  and  has  also 
attended  the  Mohurrum  and  Romzan  ceremonies  in  the  same  year, 
unless  found  by  the  Mutwalli  to  be  otherwise  disqualified,  shall  have 
his   name  placed   in    the    register. 

IV.  In  future  any  person  discontinuing  to  attend  the  Imambarah 
for  six  months,  unless  for  any  sufficient  cause  shall  be  liable  to  have 
his    name   expunged    from    the   register. 
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V.  Tliat  the  Mutwalli  sliall  keep  a  register  of  attendance  in  charge 
of  a  responsible  officer  whose  dutj'  it  will  be  to  note  the  attendance 
of  persons  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  institution,  and  the  Mutwalli 
shall   examine    the   attendance   book   to   see   that   it    is   kept   correctly. 

VI.  That  the  Mutwalli  shall  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Committee 
and   shall  act   as  a   Secretarj'   thereto. 

VII.  That  the  Zakerin  and  all  persons  concerned  with  the  actual 
performance   of   the   rites   and   ceremonies,   shall   be   of   the    Shia  faith. 

VIII.  That  in  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the  sherista  and  tliere 
being  two  applicants  fonnd,  ni^on  departmental  examination,  to  be 
equally  competent  in  the  subject  necessary  in  the  Imambarah  and  of 
equally  good  cliaracter,  preference  should  be  given  to  the  Shia 
candidate,   if    any. 

IX.  The  accounts  shall  be  examined  and  audited  by  two  members 
of  the  Committee,  and  a  copy  of  their  report  shall  be  sent  to  the 
District  Judge  of  Hooghly  yearly,  with  a  request  that  it  may  be  filed 
in   his   office. 

X.  That  any  servant  of  the  Imambarah  dismissed  for  misconduct, 
insubordination  or  neglect  of  duty,  or  breach  of  trust,  shall  be 
excluded  from  'participating  in  the  benefits  of  the  institution  and  his 
name   shall   be    eximnged    from     the    register. 

XI.  That  failure  on  the  part  of  any  member  to  attend  the  con- 
secutive meetings  of  the  Committee  (unless  such  failure  is  due  to 
illness  or  absence  from  the  town)  shall  be  taken  to  account  to  vacating 
the  membership,  and  siich  member  shall  be  reported  to  Government, 
to  the  District  Judge  and  the  Local  Agents  as  having  vacated  his 
membership. 

XII.  All  communications  issued  from  the  office  shall  be  absolutely 
confidential. 

XIII.  That  the  clerks  attached  to  the  Committee's  office  shall  be 
entirely  under  the  conti'ol  of  the  Chairman  or  the  member  in  charge 
of   the   office. 

XIV.  That  all  complaints  in  resj)ect  of  the  Imambara  should  be 
made  in  writing  to  the  Committee  as  a  body,  and  should  be  submitted 
through  the  LIutwalli  in  order  to  enable  him  to  report  thereon,  but 
should  the  complainant  not  be  informed  within  a  month  that  his  com- 
l^laiut  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Committee  he  may  send  a  copy  thereof 
to  the  Committee.  No  verbal  comi)laint  made  to  anj'  member  of  the 
Committee   shall   be  listened  to. 

XV.     That   under  the    Government    orders, 

*  Mr.  Secretary    Mangles'  letter     vicle   margin,*    all   the  details     of    the    manage- 
No.  889  to  the  Sudder  Board  dated  the  ,.       ,  t  ,  i  n       i,    ,  i  i    i 

;4th  June  1836.  meut   of   the    Imambarah  and  of  the  celebration 

of   religious     rites    and     feasts    and   ceremonies 
shall   be    left   entirely   and    exclusively    to  the    Mutwalli. 

XVI.  That  the  functions  which  under  section  7  of  Act  XX  of  1863 
have  devolved  on  the  Committee  are  confined  solely  to  such  super- 
vision  as   may   enable  them   to   see   that    the    funds  are  properly    applied 
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aiul  the  rites  and  ceremonies  are  properly  performed  and  tlie  Iniam- 
baraii  is  properly  maintained.  Should  they  at  any  time  feel  dissatished 
with  the  accounts  or  with  his  manaf^ement,  they  sliouhl  submit  their 
objections   to   Uovernmenl. 

XVII.     No   application   for  promotion,    increase  of   salary,  etc.,  shoidd 
be    nuide    to    the    Committee   except    through    tlie  Mul  walli. 

Ameer  Ali,  ] 

Syed  Muhammad  Ali  Shustary,  I 

Delawar  HossAiN  Ahmad,  1  Members  of   the 

f      Committee. 
MiRZA  Mohammad  Masoom,  I 

Haji  Ali  Muhammad  Shirazi,       j 


Annexure  B. 


Suggestions-  by    the    Mutwalii   of   the    Hooghly    Imambarali    ou   the 
Hooghly    imambarah    Committee   Kules   of   1897. 
The    Mutwalii's    suggestions  are   as   follows  : — 

1.  The  affairs  of  the  Imambarah  in  general  will  be  managed  by 
the  Mutwalii  under  the  supervision  of  the  Committee,  the  former  to 
b.'  appointed  hij  Government  on  the  nomi/iation  by  the  MutwaUi  hiui- 
setf,  agreeably  to  the  uill  of  the  Donor,  while  the  latter,  according  to 
Government  Rules  framed  in  1865  will  be  apx^ointed  by  election,  and 
on   its  failure,    by   the   District   Judge,   agreeably    to    Act   XX   of  I860. 

2.  Appointments  and  dismissals  of  the  Imambarah  emplo^'es  will 
rest,  ((s  usual,  tvitli  the  MutivalU,  agreeably  to  the  tvill  of  the  Donor 
and  accortling  to  the  old  practice  and  previous  orders  of  the  higher 
authorities.  ' 

3.  Any  controversy  that  may  arise  between  the  Committee  and 
the  Mutwalii,  should  be  referred  to  the  Local  Agent  and  the  Divisional 
Commissioner,  who  will  refer  it,  if  necessary,  to  Government  and 
Government   order   tvill  be  final. 

I.  All  the  privileges  and  benefits  hitherto  enjoyed  by  the  Mutwalii 
shoiild  continue;  for  example,  the  Mutwalii,  for  the  time  being,  who 
does  not  pay  any  rent  for  his  own  quarters  adjoining  the  Imambarah, 
should  also  be  allowed  free  quarters  for  the  accommodation  of  his 
family. 

5.  The  Mutwalii's  leave  such  as  privilege  leave,  furlough,  etc., 
be  given  by  Government  tlirough  the  Local  Agent  and  the  Commis- 
sioner,   information   of   which   shall   be   given    to    the    Committee. 

6.  The  Committee  to  sanction  certain  amount  for  legal  purposes 
All  legal  expenses  to  be  paul  proportionately  out  of  all  shares,  except 
tile  ?fth   share   set   apart   as    tiie   fi.xed   salary   of   the    Mutwalii. 

7.  The  President  of  the  Committee  for  the  time  being  to  have 
his  casting  vote  in  all  meetings  and  to  have  the  charge  of  the  Com- 
mittee's Office  and  no  member  of  the  Committee  can  communicate  any 
matter   to   Government   or   to   any  one  else    without  his   written   sanction. 

8.  That  the  Mutwalii,  agreeably  to  the  Committee's  Kules,  shall  act 
as  its  Secretary   and   shall    issue    notices  of  the  meetings  once  in  a  month 
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by  the  uidoi-  of  the  Pi'osuleiit  calliuii  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  and 
shall  keep  a  duplicate  copy  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee 
under  the  signature  of  the  President,  Vice-President  or  any  senior 
member  of    tlie    Committee. 


Anxexure  C. 


Ollicial    papers   defining   the   i^ower.s   of   the   Mutwalli. 

1.  Extract  from  Jessore  Commissioner's  letter  No.  4,  dated  the  oth 
August    1842,   as   follows : — 

"That  it  never  was  the  intention  either  of  the  Government  or  of 
the  Board  that  the  Mutwalli  should  be  hedged  in  or  controlled  by 
the  Local  Agents  as  to  render  him  nothing  better  than  a  paid  agent 
whose  duty  it  was  to  consist  simply  in  carrying  their  orders  into 
execution."' 

2.  Extract  from  a  letter  No.  14U,  from  the  Secretary  to  the 
Government  of  Bengal,  dateil  27th  March  1838,  to  the  Sudder  Board 
of   Revenue,  as   follows: — 

•'They   are   further   of   opinion    that,   in   conformity   with    the    ordei-s 
of   Government   noted    in   the    margin,    all     the 

Jlr.      Secretary       Mangles'       letter       ,     .     .,  i:     ,,  ^         t      »i  r  i  u 

No.  889,  to  Sudder  Board,  dated  the  details  of  the  management  of  the  Imambaran 
and  of  celebration  of  religious  feasts  and 
ceremonies  should  be  left  entirely  and  exclusively  to  the  Mutwalli,  the 
Local  Agents  confining  themselves  solely  to  such  general  suiiervision 
as  may  enable  them  to  see  that  the  funds  are  approi^riated  according 
to  the  will  of  the  founder  and  that  if  at  any  time  dissatisfied  with 
the  accounts  rendered  by  the  Mutwalli,  they  should  immediately 
submit  their  objections  to  the  Local  Commissioner  who  should  either 
pass   orders  or   refer   the   case   to    the    Board,   if   necessary." 

3.  Extract  from  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue's  letter  No.  124, 
dated  the  7th  September  1836,  to  the  Commissioner  of  Revenue  for  the 
Division   of   Murshidabad,   as   follows  : — 

' '  The  innovation  recommended  in  this  paragraph  does  not  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Board,  for  it  is  entirely  in  oj)iDosition 
to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  deed  of  endowment.  Moreover  such  an 
innovation  is  objectionable,  inasmuch  as  by  making  it  aj)pear  that 
there  was  no  head  Mutwalli,  the  i^eoi^le  of  the  Mahomedan  persuasion 
would  be  very  justly'  incensed  and  the  Government  would  incur  much 
unpopiilarity,  without  any  attending  benefit  (in  paragraph  17).  The 
Board  approve  of  a  complete  establishment  being  allowed  to  the 
Mutwalli,  the  apijointment  and  removal  of  the  same  resting  with 
him." 

1.  Revenue  Board's  minute,  dated  the  23rd  March  1829,  in  para- 
graph   7,    thus  : — 

"  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  was  not  intended  by  the  iJrovision  of 
the  Regulation  of  Act  XIX  of  1810,  that  the  Local  Agents  or  cou- 
trolliug  revenue  authority  should  receive  any  interference  with  the 
management  of  such  endowments  further  than  may  be  necessary  to 
prevent  the  appropriation  of  the  funds  contrary  to  the  interest  of  the 
donor,  and  to   see    generally   that    the    trust  is  faithfully   administered. 
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Financial  Dki'aktmknt, 
Finance    IJrancli. 

No.  2688 F. 

From 

H.    C.    Woodman,   Esq.,   c.s., 

Offg.    Under-Secretary    to    the   Governnieut    of    Bengal, 

To 

The    Accountant-Genei'al,    PJengal. 

Calcutta,    the    12th    April    li>01. 

SiK, 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  memoran- 
dum 0735Bt.,  dated  the  22nd  February  1901,  submitting  the  estimates 
of  receipts  and  charges  of  the  Mohsin  Endowment  Fund  for  the  year 
1901-1902. 

2.  In  reply,  I  am  directed  to  say  that  Government  has  accepted 
the  estimates  under  all  the  heads,  but  an  additional  pi'ovision  of 
Rs.  1,085  has  been  made  for  the  repairs  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara 
Hospital  buildings  with  the  result  that  the  closing  balance  has  been 
reduced    from    lis.    2,353    to    Rs.    1,268. 

3.  A  printed  copy  of  the  estimate  is  forwarded  herewith  for 
information. 

I  have,  etc., 

(Sd.)  H.  C.  WOODMAN, 
Ott'g.   Undex'-Secretary    to   the 

Government  of  Bengal. 


No.  2687F. 


Copy    of   the    estimate  forwarded    to    the  Revenue  Department    of    this 
Government    for   information. 

By  order  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor    of    Bengal, 

(Sd.)  H.  C.  WOODMAN, 
Offg.   Under-Secretary    to  the 

Government  of    Bengal. 

Calcutta, 
The    12th    April    1901. 
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Estimate  of  the  Director  of  Public  Instruction,  Bengal,  repro- 
duced.    The  increase    umler    Madrassas   is  explained  to  be 
►     due  to  the  increase  sanctioned  by  that  oflicer  to  the   pay  of 
the  eighth  master  and  clerk  of  the  Chittagong  Madrassa. 

Rupees  210-14  are  recoverable   monthly  from   the   Hooghly 
Bmambara  Hospital  on  account  of  the  pay  and  i>ension  of  the 
Government    Assistant   Surgeon  attached    to  the  Hospital — 
Vide    Bengal    Government    Order,    Municipal    I'epartment, 
No.  366T.— M.,  dated  21st  October  1899. 

t  The  increase  is  due   to  the   purchase  of  Europe  instruments 
required  for    the  Emambara    Hospital   to  replace   a   few 

unserviceable  ones. 

Rupees   1,085   added    for    the   repairs   of   the 
Hooghly  Emambara  Hospital  building. 

The  actuals  include  a    sum    of    Us.   2,427-3-6  on    account   of 
contribution    to    Assistant      Surgeon's     pay     erroneously 
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From 


To 


No.   89. 


The    Momliers    of   the  Committee    of 

^lanagement  of  the   Hooghly  Imambara, 

The     Secretary   to   the    Government    of    IJengal, 

Revenue    Department,    Land    Revenue    Rranch. 

Dated,  9    Harrington  Street,    the    15th    April    1901. 


Sir. 


With  reference  to  your  No.  1802  T.R.,  dated  the  21st  Septem- 
ber last,  we  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  we  note  Government 
has  no  objection  to  our  proposal  to  arrange  for  the  repairs  of  the 
Hooghly  Imambara  buildings  by  a  private  contractor  provided  they 
ai-e    approved    by    the    Official   Engineer    after    completion. 

With  reference  to  paragraph  2nd  of  your  letter  we  beg  to  state  that 
we  are  setting  apart  Rs.  1,800  annually  for  the  Imambara  repairs. 
That  last  repairs  were  executed  in  1899  and  the  quadrennial  repairs 
will  be  due  in  the  beginning  of  1904.  Thus  there  is  an  interval  of 
only  four  years  and  two  months  as  stated  in  our  letter  No.  214, 
dated  the  16th  of  June  last.  Our  savings,  therefore,  will  come  to 
Rs.  7,500  by  that  time,  but  we  must  set  apart  Rs.  300  therefrom  for 
urgent  petty  repairs  which  will  leave  us  Rs.  7,200  for  the  quadrennial 
repairs.  Under  these  circumstances  we  believe  there  has  been  no 
miscalculation    on    our   part. 

We    have   the   honour   to  be, 
Sir, 
Your   most    obedient    servants, 

(Sd.)  Ameer  All 
(Sd.)  D.  H.  Ahmad. 
(Sd).  Syed  Aflmed  All 
(Sd.)  M.  M.  Masoom. 
(Sd.)  Haji  Ali  Mohammad  Shieazi. 
Members   of   the    Committee. 
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Government  of    Bengal. 

Revenue  Dei'aktment. 

No.    2195,   dated    the    30th    April    1901. 

To 

The    ]\Iembers     of     the     Committee     of 

Management     of    the    Hooghly    Imambara, 

Gentlemen, 

With  reference  to  paragraph  2  of  your  letter  No.  89.  dated  the 
15th  April  1901,  I  am  directed  to  point  out  that  the  quadrennial 
repairs  to  the  Imambara  fell  due  in  October  1903.  However,  under 
the  circumstances  represented.  Government  ap])roves  of  the  next  quad- 
rennial repairs  being  undertaiven  in  the  month  of  January  1904,  by 
whicli  time  the  Committee  will  have  saved  Rs.  7,200  (rupees  seven 
thousand  and  two  hundred)  for  the  purpose.  I  am  to  add  that  it  was 
assumed  from  your  letter  No.  214,  dated  the  16th  June  1900,  that  the 
Committee  contemplated  effecting  the  next  quadi-ennial  repairs  in  Octo- 
ber   1904. 

I   have,    etc.. 
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No.    9  W.T.,    dated    Darjeelmg,    the    11th    October   1901. 

From — R.    W.  Carlyle,  Esq.,  c.i.e.,    Offg.    Secretary  to  the  Board 
of   Revenue,    L.P., 

To — The    Secretary     to     the     Government     of     Bengal.     Revenue 
Department. 

With  reference  to  Government  order  No.  3359,  dated  26th  August 
1901,  forwarding  for  report  a  copy  of  a  letter  No.  155,  dated  22nd 
July  1901.  and  its  enclosure,  from  the  Members  of  the  Committee  of 
ilanagement  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara,  praying  for  the  distribution  of 
surplus  of  the  Syedpur  Trust  Estate  in  Khulna,  I  am  directed  to  say 
that  a  sum  of  Es.  10,000  is  reported  to  be  available  for  disti'ibution 
among  the  nine  shares  of  the  jMohsin  Endowment  Fund.  These  profits 
are  generally  distributed  at  iuvervals  of  uve  years  and  not  at  any 
intervening  period.  At  the  last  period  of  distribution  in  1898-1899, 
however,  there    were   not    sufficient    funds   in     hand,     and     no    distribution 

was    made.     The    next  distribution    would  ordin- 

Board's  letter    to    Government,  ... 

No.  982A.,  dcited  24tli  November     arily  be  in   1904-05,   but  the  surplus  of  Rs.  10.000 
1884,  and  Government  order  No.  4.  „  "i    i  i  i         j*    ^    'i     j.    j        'e      n 

dated  the  5th  January  1885.  »ow   available    may   be   distributed,    if    Govern- 

ment has  no  objection  to  relax,  on  this  occa- 
sion, the  five  years'  rule  introduced,  under  the  orders  noted  in  the 
margin.  A  further  distribution  of  any  balance  at  credit  of  the  fund 
might    be    made   in   190-1-1905. 
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No.  2118  T.U.,    dated    Darieeling,    the    12th    November    1901. 

ji'i-oin — }:\  A.  Slacke,   Esq.,   Secretary    to    the    Government    of    JJengal, 
Revenue    Department. 

Xo The  Secretary  to  the  Board  o£  Kevime,  Land  Revenue  Department. 

\Vith    reference    to    your    letter    No.     'JW-T..     dated    the    lltli    October 
1901     I     am     directed     to     say     that     Government     sanctions     that     the 
surplus     ol     Ks.     10,000    reported     to     be     standing   to   the    credit    of   the 
Syedpur    Trust    Estate    should    at    once    be    distributed     among     tiio     nine 
shares    of    the    Mohsin    Endowment    Fund    in    the    following    proportion  : — 

Rs.     A.   p. 
(^1)   One-ninth     to     the    Mutwali    of     the     Hooghly 

Imambara   us    his   salary  ...  ...     1,111     1     9 

(2)   Three-ninths     to   the    Ijuambura   Committee    for 

religious   purposes  ...  ...  ...     'd,'6o'6     5     4 

(;-})    Four-ninths   for   secular   purposes     ...  ...     4,111     7     1 

{i)   One-ninth   for  educational   purposes  ...     1,111     1  10 


Total     ...    10,000     0     0 


2.  I  am  to  add  that  the  mutwali's  share  should  be  disbursed  to 
enable  him  to  pay  off  the  balance  due 
from    him    to   the    Imambara    on    the    overdrawn 

(1)  Government    order    No.  716  ,  i   -i  ^i  i  ui 

T.R.,  dated  ihe  11th  Uctober  189^     hawlat     account  ;     while     the     amount     payable 
(paragraphs.)  ^       ^l^       three-ninths'     share     should     be   taken 

(2)  Government  order  No.    6d\)  ^ 

L.E.,  dat*d   the   19th  November     to   the    Credit    of   the    four-iiiuths'    sliare    in  part 

(.B)  Governineut  order  No.  9U3     payment    of   the    amount    by     which     the     latter 

L.R.,  dated  the  9th  Mareh  1899.         ^^^^.^     ^i^^     ^^    ^^^    recouped    On    acGount    of   the 

sums    advanced    from   it    for   the    repairs    of   the 
Imambara    under    orders    noted    in   the    margin. 


No.  2119T.K., 


Copy  forwarded  to  the  the  Financial  Department  of  this  Govern- 
ment for  information  and  communication  to  the  Accountant-General, 
Bengal. 


No.    2120T.R., 


Copy     forwarded     to     the     General     Department     of     this     office    for 
information    and    necessary   action. 

By    order    of   the    Lieutenant-Governor    of    Bengal, 

(Sd.)   L.    E.   B.   COBDEN-RAMSAY, 
UnderrSecretary    to    the    Government    of    Bengal. 
The    12th    November    1901. 
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No.    34,  dated    Calcutta,    the    Gtli    Fel.ruary    li)02. 

From — Tin:    IIcin'hlk    ]\Ih.    Ju.-^tk'E    Amkku    Ai.i,    I'rosident,   Coiumittee 
of    Management    oi'    tlie    Hooghly    Imambara, 

To — The  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  Revenue    Department. 

I  beg  to  forward  herewith,  for  the  information  of  His  Honour 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  l^engal,  a  copy  of  the  rules  as  finally 
settled  by  the  Committee  for  the  ^Management  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara.  I  may  mention  that  ^laulvi  Delawar  Hossain  Ahmed,  Khan 
Bahadur,  resigned  his  seat  before  the  rules  could  be  circulated  for 
signature,  and  that  Dr.  Mirza  JMohammad  Masoom  did  nut  put  his 
signature    for    some    reason    of    whicli    I    am    not    aware. 


RULES. 

The  .  following  rules  and  principles  upon  which  the  supervisory 
control  of  the  Liiambara  vested  in  the  Committee  of  Management  of 
the  Hooghly  Imambara  has  hitherto  proceeded  are  unanimously  adopted 
for   future     guidance. 

1.  The  register  iiept  in  the  Imambara  of  the  persons  entitled 
to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  the  Institution,  or  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  attending  at  the  fastivals  and  ceremonies  performed  there 
shall  be  revised  six-monthlj'  by  a  Sub-Committee  composed  of  two 
members  of  the  Committee  assisted  by  the  Mutwali.  But  no  person 
whose  name  is  at  present  on  the  register  shall  have  his  name  removed 
from  the  register  without  being  allowed  an  opportunity  to  show 
cause  before  tlie  Committee.  Any  such  application  shall  be  submitted 
to   the    Committee    through    the    ]\Iut\vlli. 

2.  All  servants  of  the  Imambara  of  the  i\Iuhammadan  faith 
shall    be    entitled    to    be    on    the    register. 

3.  In  future  all  persons  ordinarily  residing  at  Hoo^^idy  or 
Chinsura  and  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  Imambara.  and  the  rites 
feasts  and  ceremonies  performed  there,  shall  have  their  names  entered 
in  the  register.  A  pei-son  who  does  not  ordinarily  reside  at  Hooghly 
or  Chinsurah  but  who  has  attended  the  Imambara  every  Thursday 
in  the  month  for  six  months  consecutively  and  has  also  attended 
the  Muharram  and  Ramzan  ceremonies  in  the  same  year,  unless  found 
by  the  Mutsvalli  to  be  otherwise  disqualified,  shall  have  his  name 
placed    on    the    register. 

4.  In  future  any  persju  discontinuing  to  attend  the  Imambara 
for  six  months  unless  for  any  sufficient  cause  shall  be  liable  to  have 
his    name    expunged    from    the    register. 
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5.  The  Muiwalli  shall  keep  a  register  of  attendance  in  charge 
of  a  responsible  officer,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  note  the  attendance 
of  persona  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  institution  and  the  Mutwalli 
shall   examine   the   attendance   book   to    see    that    it   is   kept    correctly. 

6.  The  zakerin  and  all  persons  concerned  with  the  actual 
performance    of   the    rites    and    ceremonies    shall    be    of   the    Shia    faith. 

7.  In  the  case  of  two  candidates  for  a  vacancy  in  tlie  sherista 
who  are  found  upon  departmental  examination ,  to  be  equally  com- 
petent in  the  subjects  necessary  for  the  work  of  the  Imambara  and 
be-aring  equallj-  good  character,  prefei'ence  shall  be  given  to  the  Shia 
candidate,    if   any. 

8.  Any  servant  of  the  Imambara  dismissed  for  misconduct ,  in- 
subordination, breach  of  trust,  or  grave  dereliction  of  duty  shall  have 
his    name    expunged    from    the     register    of    voters    and    of    hissas. 

[).  All  communications  issued  from  the  office  shall  be  absolutely 
contidential. 

10.  The  clerk  or  clerks  attached  to  the  office  of  the  Com- 
mittee shall  be  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  President  or  the 
member  in  charge  of   the    office. 

11.  All  complaints  in  respect  of  the  Imambai-a  shall  be  made  in 
writing  to  the  Committee  as  a  body,  and  shall  be  made  through  the 
^lutwalli,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  report  thereon,  but  should  the 
complainant  not  be  informed  within  a  month  that  his  complaint  has 
been  forwarded  to  the  Committee,  he  may  send  a  copy  thereof  to 
the  Committee.  No  verbal  complaint  made  to  any  member  of  the 
Committee     shall    be    listened  to. 

12.  Xo  application  for  promotion,  increase  of  salary,  etc.,  shall 
be    made  to   the   Committee,  except  through    the   I\Iutwalli. 

13.  All  the  details  of  the  management  of  the  Imambara  and  of 
the  celebration  of  the  religious  rites  and  feasts  and  ceremonies  shall 
be    left    entirely    and   exclusively    to    the     Mutwalli. 

14.  The  Mutwalli  alone  shall  be  responsible  for  the  internal 
management  of  the  Imambara  and  the  administration  of  its  details, 
the  control  of  the  establishment,  and  the  due  performance  of  the 
rites  and  ceremonies,  the  proper  application  of  the  funds  allocated  under 
rule  18  for  the  different  expenditures  and  for  the  upkeep  of  the 
articles  and  paraphernalia  of  the  Imambara,  and  of  the  building  and 
all    appurtenances    thereto. 

1.":.     Under     section     7     of     Act    XX  of    1863    the    Committee    shall 

exercise    a    supervisory    control     over   the  matters    mentioned   in   Rule    14 

but     shall,    in    no     way,     be     responsible  for     any     dereliction     of     duty, 

breach     of     trust     or     misapplication     of  funds     on     the     part     of      the 
Mutwalli. 
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16.  No  new  pusl  sliaJI  lie  creaf.od  or  tlio  pay  of  any  bo  increased 
or  reduced  by  the  ]\Iat\vali  without  a  previous  rep  )rt  in  re.s|)ect  thereof 
to    the- C'oniniittoe    ami    sanction    olitaiiHMl    on    that    liehalf. 

17.  'J'lie  Mutwalli  may,  wliencver,  lio  I'uuls  it  necessary,  impose 
any  line  ujion  any  servant  uf  tiie  hnainbara  I'or  delinquency,  or 
suspend  or  di.sniiss  any  ol'  them,  but  cases  of  suspension  and  disnu'ssal 
shall    be    reported    to    tlit!    Oonnnittee. 

18.  The  Mutwalli  shall  submit  annually  at  the  end  of  October, 
a  budget  statement  for  the  sanction  of  the  Committee,  and  all 
expenditure  for  the  ensuing  year  shall  be  regulated  according  to  such 
budget  with  any  amendment  whi(;h  tln^  Committee  may  consider 
necessary,  and  the  Mutwalli  shall  not  incur  or  undertake  any  expense 
outside    the    bu  Iget    so    approved    unless    sanctioned    by    the    Committee. 

1!>.  Any  item  of  expenditure  not  included  in  the  last  budget 
shall  especially  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee  and  the 
reason  for  its  inclusion  in  the  new  budget  shall  be  explained  by  the 
Mutwalli,  and  no  disbursement  in  respect  of  any  such  item  shall  be 
undertaken    without    the    sanction    of    the    Committee    previously    obtained. 

20.  Should  any  necessity  arise  for  any  expenditure  outside  the 
budget,  the  ^lutwalli  shall  submit  a  full  report  of  the  circumstances 
to  the  Committee.  And  it  will  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  Committee 
to  grant  such  sanction  or  not.  The  budget  statement  shall  include  a 
statement  of  the  names  of  the  servants  on  the  establishment  of  the 
Imambara    with    their    respective    duties. 

21.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  ^lutwalli  to  examine  once  a  quarter 
all  the  articles,  Alams,  Shaddas,  and  every  other  paraphernalia 
belonging  to  the  Imambara,  and  to  see  that  they  are  in  proper 
condition  and  order,  and  to  furnish  to  the  Committee  with  a  full 
report    relating   thereto  immediately    after    such    examination. 

■22.  The  Mutwalli  shall  furnish  a  list  of  Imambara  employes  on 
the  1st  of  April  each  year  with  the  dates  of  their  appointments  and 
the   pay    received    by   them   respectively. 

23.  The  Mutwalli  shall  insist  upon  weekly  reports  from  the 
different  officers  in  charge  of  the  different  departments  regarding  the 
condition  of  the  articles  and  all  matters  connected  therewith.  Should 
anyttiing  appear  upon  the  verbal  report  to  be  unsatisfactory,  he  shall 
require  the  officer  concerned  to  submit  a  report  in  writing,  a  copy  of 
which    shall    be    forwarded    to   the    Connnittoe's    office. 

24.  All  cash  balances  shall  be  examined  at  the  close  of  the  day 
or  whatever  time  the  Sherista  is  closed.  They  shall  be  initialled  by 
the  ^lutwalli  and  the  Mutwalli  shall  furnish  to  the  Committee  every 
three  months  with  a  statement  showing  the  balances  standing  to  the 
credit  of  the  dif»erent  accounts,  viz.,  the  three-ninths  and  the  four-ninths 
shares,  kharijtowleut.  the  amanati.  the  Imambara  repairs  and  the 
Eeserve  Fund  accounts  with  a  certificate  signed  by  him  that  they 
are    correct. 


685 


'2o.  The  Mutwalli  sliall  nlso  furnish  every  year  a  statement  of 
tlie    above    account    showing   tlie    total    income    and    expenditure. 

26.  The  I\Iutwalli  shall  also  furnish  a  yearly  statement  of  all  tiie 
immoveable  propei'ty  belonging  to  the  Imambara  in  his  charge,  giving 
the  names  of  the  tenants  with  the  rent,  showing  how  long  they  have 
held  respectively  at  the  same  rent,  the  condition  of  the  property,  the 
demand,  (he  receipts  and  tlie  arrears,  and  tlie  steps  he  has  taken  to 
realise   the    arrears. 

27.  The  Committee  shall  have  the  power  of  deputing  at  any  time 
one  or  two  of  the  members  to  visit  the  Imambara  and  examine  the 
cash  balances  and  accounts,  or  inspect  the  articles  or  see  how  the 
rites   and    ceremonies    are    performed. 

28.  The  Committee  shall  at  their  monthlj^  meetings  app  lint  one 
or  two  membera  as  visitors  to  the  Imambara  for  the  following 
month.  The  visiting  membec  or  members  shall  enter  their  remarks, 
if  any,  in  a  "  Visitors'  Book  "  to  be  kept  in  the  Imambara.  It  will 
be  open  to  the  Mutwalli  to  enter  his  explanations  on  the  other  page. 
A  copy  of  such  remarks  and  explanations,  if  any,  shall  be  forwarded 
to     the  Committee's     office     before      the      monthly    meeting. 

29.  The  Mutwalli  shall  also  submit  a  six-monthly  statement  to 
the  Committee  showing  the  number  of  students  living  in  the  Imam- 
bara and  enjoying  its  bounty  and  of  the  character  of  the  food  given 
to   them. 

30.  No  servant  of  the  Imambara  shall  be  entitled  to  any 
remuneration  for  extra  work  done  by  him  besides  his  own  duty.  If 
the  w^ork  be  of  a  heavy  and  intricate  nature,  the  Mutwalli  shall 
obtain    special    sanction    of   the    Committee    in    the    matter. 

31.  No  servant  or  officer  of  the  Imambara  from  the  Mutwalli 
downwards  shall  borrow  money  belonging  to  the  Imambara  or  from 
its    Treasury. 

32.  The  Mutwalli  shall  insist  upon  all  monies  realised  by  any  of 
the  officers  of  the  Imambara  being  paid  at  once  into  the  Treasury 
upon    realisation. 

33.  The  foregoing  rules  are  subject  to  revision  and  modification 
with    the    a]3proval    of   the    Bengal    Government. 

(Sd.)   Ameer   Ali, 

^Sd.)    Ha.ji  Ali   Mohammed    Shirazi, 
(Sd.)   Syed   Ahmed    Ah. 
Calcutta, 
The    Uth    January    1902. 
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No.    5  R.  G.,    dated    Chiiisurah,    tlu'    7tli  April    1902. 

From — R.      Carstaiks,     Esq.,       Couiinissioner     of     the      Bunhvan 
IH  vision, 

To — The     Secretary    to     the     Government      of     Bengal,     Revenue 
Department. 

1    have    tlie    lionour    to    forward,    for    the     orders    of    Government,    the 
»  Some  of  tl,c  encloHure  will  be     enclosed  correspondence,*    and     to     draw    atten- 

founJ    annexed   to   Memo.    No    17       ^Jo^      to    my     predoCCSSOr's     No.     47   R.  G.,     of     the 
R.(i.,   dated   tlie  21st   June  1900,  -^      '  .  ' 

from  tiie  Officiating  ComuiiHsioner,     30tli     September     1900,     to    whicli    110    aiiswer 

Burdwan  Division,  to  Government.  ,        ,  ,  ■        , 

appears    to    have    been    received. 

2.  The  broad  question  as  between  the  Trustees  and  the  Mutwalli 
seems  to  be  that  the  latter  claims  to  be  sole  manager  of  the  Imam- 
bara,  while  the  duty  of  the  Trustees  according  to  him  is  cjnfined  to 
satisfying   themselves    that    his    management    is    honest    and    efficient. 

The  Trustees  on  the  other  hand,  seem  inclined  to  establish  them- 
selves   as    managers,    with    the    IMutwalli    as    their   deputy  or    servant. 

3.  There  seems  no  reason  to  diher  from  the  conclusion  come  to 
by    ^Ir.    Faulder,    which    is    in    favour    of    the    Mutwalli's    view. 

4.  As  regards  the  requisition  on  the  Mutwalli  to  pay  rent,  I 
think  this  inadvisable.  He  occupies  his  quarters  and  has  all  along 
done  so  free  of  rent  by  virtue  of  his  position  of  manager,  and  should 
continue  to  do  so.  If  he  is  made  rent-paying  tenant  of  them,  his 
connection    with    the    Imambarah    is    made    less    close. 

5.  The  wish  of  the  Trustees  to  have  within  the  Imambara 
quarters  of  their  own,  over  which  the  Mutwalli  has,  I  presume,  no 
control,  tends  likewise  to  weaken  his  authority  as  manager,  and 
should    not    be    allowed    to   prevail. 


No.    236,    dated  Chinsurah,    the    14th   March  1902. 
From — T.    Inglis,    Esq.,    Local    Agent,    Hooghly    Imambara, 
To — The    Commissioner    of   the    Burdwan    Division. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  a  copy  of  the  Mutwalli's  letter 
No.  105,  of  the  3rd  current,  on  the  subject  of  the  rent  to  be  paid 
by  him  for  his  private  residence.  This  representation  amounts  to  an 
appeal  by  the  Mutwalli  against  the  orders  of  the  Trustees,  requesting 
him  to  pay  rent,  though,  since  1875,  he  has  occupied  the  quarters 
free  of  rent,  as  did  also  his  predecessor,  Syed  Keraniat  Ali,  who, 
however,  was  the  donor  of  the  quarters  in  question.  Tiie  quarters 
adjoin  the  Imambara,  and  were  evidently  intended  to  form  part  of  the 
property  and  constitute  the  residence  of  the  Mutwalli.  As  a  matter 
of   fact,    'he   repairs   ot  this   part   of  Xhe  property   are    paid    liy   Go^'^ernnient 
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out  of  tliL'  four-ninths  shave.  The  reason  given  by  the  Trustees  for 
this  new  departure  is  the  necessity  for  economy  in  view  of  the  heavy 
expenditure  incurred  for  repairs  after  tlie  earthquake  of  1897,  which  is 
^  being  met  by  yearly  repayments  to  Government.  In  view,  however, 
of  the  fact  that  the  quarters  are  maintained  by  the  four-ninths  share, 
I  do  not  consider  that  the  Trastoes  have  any  right  to  economise  in 
tliis  direction,  assuming  that  they  have  the  power  to  do  so  in  any 
case.  I  would,  however,  point  out  that  in  the  local  suits  constantly 
being  brought  to  harass  the  Mutwalli,  the  non-payment  of  rent  was 
made  a  gi-ound  for  action.  This  was  brought  forward  in  the  first  suit 
in  1896,  which  was  thro\A'n  out  by  Mr.  Bradbury.  It  was  again 
brought  forward  in  1900,  and  this  suit  was  also  rejected  by  Mr.  Harward. 
It  is  difficult  not  to  recognise  the  connection  between  these  suits  and 
the  action  of  the  majority  of  the  Trustees  in  this  matter.  On  the 
legal  question  I  would  refer  you  to  Mr.  Faulder's  letter  No.  47R.-G., 
of  the  30th  {September  1900.  I  reported  this  question  as  long  ago  as  the 
7th  April  1900.  in  my  letter  No.  6. 

2.     I  send  you  the  original  copies  of  the    letters,    etc.,  referred--  to    in 
the  Mutwalli's  representation   which  he  has  had  prepared  for  me. 


No.   105,    dated    Hooghly,  the  3rd   :\Iarch  1902. 

From — Maulvi    Syed    Ashrafitddin  Ahmed,  Khax  Bahadui;.  Mut- 
walli   of  the    Hooghly  Imambara. 

To — The    Local    Agent,    Hooghly    Imambara, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the  Committee  have  in 
their  letter  No.  290,  dated  the  26th  December  1901,  received  with 
the  President's  letter  No.  54,  of  the  17th  ultimo,  copy  of  which  is 
annexed  herewith,  directed  me  to  communicate  through  you  to  Govern- 
ment for  a  decision  on  the  question  of  my  paying  house  rent  for  my 
family  quarters  for  which  I  had  in  my  No.  305,  dated  the  20th  June 
1900.  submitted  an  appeal  through  you  and  Mr.  Faulder  to  Govern- 
ment. I,  therefore,  beg  to  lay  before  you  these  additional  facts  to 
enable  you  to  make  a.  report  on  the  subject  to  Government  before 
your  departui-e  from  Hooghly  with  a  view  to  obtain  the  above  decision, 
and  thereby  settle  the  question  once  for  all  between  me  and  the 
Committee. 

1.  My  predecessor,  Maulvi  Sj-ed  Keramat  Ali  (the  donor)  occupied 
the  house  without  paying  any  rent  after  he  had  dedicated  it  as  a 
wakf  and  incorporated  it  with  the  wakf  property  of  the  late  Hajee 
Mohammad    ^lohsin. 

2.  In  the  rubukari  of  my  predecessor,  dated  the  13th  May  1874, 
addressed    to   the    Local    Agent     containing   a    list    of   the    property    under 
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his  charge  and  tln^  incoinB  doriveil  tliorofroiii,  it  is  distinctly  admitted 
by  him  that  the  house  now  used  as  my  family  quarters  paid  no  rent 
and  was  reserved  for  the  accommodation  of  his  distinguished  guests, 
and  it  was  probably  on  this  ground  that  Mr.  Justice  Ameer  Ali,  the 
learned  President  of  the  Committee,  considered  the  wakfnamah  of 
the   late    Mutwalli   as    vague. 

3.  My  long  occupancy  of  nearly  28  years  of  tiie  said  house  for 
the  use  of  my  family  without  paying  any  rent  with  the  tacit 
approval  and  knowledge  of  the  authorities  concerned  with  the  Imambara 
management    is    another   important    point    in    my    favour. 

4.  In  paragraph  13  of  }>lr.  Commissioner  Faulder's  letter  No.  47R.G. 
of  the  30th  September  1900,  addressed  to  Government,  copy  of  which 
was  forwarded  to  me  with  his  No.  129R.G.,  of  the  same  date,  the 
learned    Commissioner    says    thus  : — 

••  Hide  4. — As  to  whether  the  Mutwalli  should  pay  rent  for  his  quarters 
or  as  to  whether  (to  refer  to  another  bone  of  contention)  the  Com- 
mittee should  be  allowed  to  use  a  room  in  tlie  Imambara  as  its  court, 
these  seem  to  me  questions  connected  with  the  detailed  management 
of  the  building  as  to  which  the  Committee  can  pass  no  orders  upon 
the  Mutwalli,  but  which  the  Mutwalli  must  decide  subject  to  a  suit. 
As  he  has  never  paid  rent,  it  is  not  likel}^  that  the  Civil  Court  would 
hold  his  omissions  to  do  so  to  amount  to  a  misfeasance  justifying  its 
interference." 

5.  The  repair  of  this  house  is  effected  not  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  late  Mutwalli's  property,  but  out  of  the  ^ths  share  of  the  Mohsin 
Fund  ;  while  the  situation  of  the  house  so  close  to  the  Imambara 
plainly  shows  that  it  was  never  intended  to  let  it  out  to  outsiders,  in 
which  case  there  should  have  been  an  ingress  and  egress  of  the 
house    separate    from    that    of   the    Imambara. 

6.  In  Mr.  Collector  Inglis'  letter  No.  6  of  the  7th  April  1900, 
the  learned    Collector    writes  thus  : — 

"They  (the  Committee)  have  recently  directed  him  to  pay  house 
rent  for  that  part  of  the  Imambara  occupied  by  his  family  which  he 
has  never  before  paid,  and  they  also  demand  that  certain  rooms  in 
the  Imambara  be  set  aside  for  their  use,  so  that  they  may  occupy 
them  wlienever  they  visit  the  Imambara.  On  both  points  the  Presi- 
dent is  opposed  to  the  views  of  the  majority  of  the  Trustees,  and,  as 
far  as  I  am  aware  of  the  facts  and  circumstances,  I  agree  with 
him." 

Apart  from  the  points  stated  above,  permit  me  in  conclusion  to 
remark  that  when  I  have  free  quarters  like  my  predecessors  in  the 
Imambara  buildings,  I  am  justly  entitled  to  have  also  certain  quarters 
for  the  use  of  family  free  of  rent,  and  I,  therefore,  hope  that  you 
will  be  jtleased  to  send  my  this  second  appeal  through  the  proper 
channel  [or  the  gracious  consideration  oi  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  along  with  your  own  favoural)le  remai-ks  thereto  before  your 
departure    from    Hooghly. 
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No.    281,    dated    Calcutta,    the    21pt    Decoinbor    li)01. 

From — The    IMeinhers    of     tho    (Committee    of   Management    of   tlio 
Hooglily    Imambara, 

To — The    Mutwalli    of   the    Hooghly    Imambara. 

We  have  to  call  your  attention  to  the  resolution  of  the  Committee 
passed  on  the  10th  day  of  March  1900,  calling  upon  you  to  pay  a 
rent  of  Rs.  8  a  month  for  the  use  and  occupation  of  the  jn-esmises 
dedicated  to  the  Imambara  by  .-♦the  late  Mutwalli,  Moulvi  Syed  Keramat 
Ali,  which  was  communicated  to  you  by  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
held  on  that  day,  and  regarding  which  you  have  informed  us  that 
you  had  appealed  to  Government  from  the  decision  of  the  Committee. 
We  have  not  heard  from  you  whether  any  decision  has  been  arrived 
at  by  Government  on  the  subject.  Unless  therefore  we  hear  from 
you  in  the  course  of  four  wrecks  that  Government  has  expressed  a 
view  contrary  to  ours,  we  expect  you  to  pay  the  rent  fixed  by  the 
Committee  regularly  with  all  arrears  from  the  date  on  which  the 
resolution    -svas    communicated   to   you. 


No.    558,   dated    Hooghly,   the    23rd    December   1901. 

From — MouLVi      Syeu     Ashkakuddin     Ahmed,     Khan      Bahadur, 
Mutwalli  of  the    Hooghly    Imambara, 

To — The    Members    of   the    Imambara    Managing    Committee. 

In  reply  to  your  No.  281,  of  the  21st  instant,  I  have  the  honour 
to  inform  you  that  the  time  fixed  by  the  Committee  for  producing  a 
reply  on  the  subject  from  Government  is  rather  short,  and,  moreover, 
as  I  am  unal)le  to  undertake  to  elicit  a  reply  within  any  definite 
period,  I  would,  therefore,  request  you  to  wait  till  Government  is 
pleased  to  favour  us  with  its  order  on  the  question  deciding  it  one 
way    or   the    other. 


No.    290,   dated    Calcutta,   the    26th    December    1901. 

From — The    Members    of   the    Committee    of    Management    of    the 
Hooghly    Imambara, 

To — The    Mutwalli    of   the    Hooghly    Imambara. 

We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  558,  dated  23rd  instant.  In  reply  we  desire  to  express  our  regret 
at  being  unable  to  comply  with  your  request  to  delay  indefinitely  the 
payment  of  rent  for  the  premises  dedicated  by  the  late  Mutwalli  to 
the  Hooghly  Imambara  and  in  your  occupation.  We  ask  you  to  put 
yourself  in  communication  with  the  Government  through  the  Local 
Agent    soliciting     an    early    reply  to   your   appeal. 
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Translation  of  paragraph  2  o£  the  Hooghly  Imambava  Rubakari 
oE  the  late  Mutawalli  Syed  Keramat  Ali.  dated  13th  ilay  1874, 
addressed    to    the    Local    Agents    Hoo^hly,    as   follows  : — 

Municipal  holding  No.  75  is  the  premises  known  as  the  house  of 
Shaker  Ali  Khan,  one  of  the  former  Mutawallis  situated  close  to  the 
east  of  the  Imambara.  These  premises  had  been  made  over  without 
any  consideration  to  ^lutawalli  Shaker  Ali  Khan  for  his  residence. 
This  well-wisher  rented  the  house  from  his  descendant  (Shaker  Ali 
Khan)  for  his  own  residence  at  a  rent  of  Rs.  20  a  month.  As  the 
building  was  old,  he  repaired  it  at  a  cost  of  some  thousand  rupees 
at  his  owm  expense  and  made  some  additions  to  it.  On  the  17th 
November  1852,  the  outer  portion  of  the  building,  covering  about  11 J 
cottahs  of  land,  was  purchased  out  of  funds  from  the  three-ninths 
share  at  a  cost  of  Rs.  730,  and  the  structure  (kutra)  was  demolished 
and  a  portion  of  the  land  included  with  the  road.  The  inner  portion 
remained  under  my  occupation  at  a  rent  of  Rs.  12  a  month  :  this 
portion,  together  with  the  ll|-  cottahs  of  land  (which  it  contained) 
was  purchased  by  the  well-wisher  for  Rs.  666  on  the  5th  January 
1855,  and  in  October  1869  dedicated  it  as  wakf  and  incoi-porated  it 
with  the  wakf  of  the  Mohsin  Imambara.  Il  derives  no  income. 
Some  of  those  gentlemen  who  come  to  pay  visits  to  the  Imambara 
fire    accommodated    there    as    guests    of   the    well-wisher. 
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No.    2174,    dated    Calcutta,    the    8th    April    1902. 

From — L.    E.    B.    Cobden- Ramsay,     Esq.,     Under-Secretary    to   the 
Government    of    Bengal,    Revenue    Department, 

To — The    President    of    the    Committee     of     Management     of     the 
Hooghly    Imambai'a. 

I      am     directed     to      acknowledge      the       receipt     of     your       letter 

»  A    copy   of   rules  ha«  been     ^'o-     ^4,     dated    the     6th     February     1902,    for- 

annexedtoietter  No.  31,  datedtlie     warding   for    the     approval     of     Government,    a 

Cth     February     1902     from     tbe  *p, 

President  of   the    Committee  of     copy       of    the    Kules     tor    the    Management     of 
Management  to  Government.  ^^^     Hooghly    Imambara     as     finally    drawn    up 

by   the    Committee    for   the   Management    of   that    Institution. 

2.     In     reply,     I     am    to    say   that    the    Lieutenant-Governor    approves 
these    rules,    which    are    in    his    opinion  excellent. 
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No.    189  T.R.,    (latod    Darjeeling,    the    25th    April    li^U2. 

From — W.      C.     Macpherson,      Esq.,      Offg.      Secretary      to     the 
Government    of    Bengal,    Revenue    Department, 

To — The    Commissioner    of    the    Burdwan    Division. 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  5  R.G.,  dated  the  7th  April  1902,  and  enclosures,  regarding  certain 
points  connected  with  the  management  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara.  In 
reply,  I  am  to  communicate  to  you  the  following  observations  and 
orders    of   tlie    Lieutenant-Governor. 

2.  With     reference     to     the     relationship     of    the    Mutwallee    to   the 
'-'  Vide     enclosure     to     letter     Committee     of      Management,    I     am     to     refer 

No.  34,  ilated  tlie  6th  February     you    to   the    rulcs     (a    copy*    of   which   IS    here- 

1 902,    from    the  President.     Com-       *'   .  j     •        /-, 

laittce  of  Maiiajremeut  of  tlie  With  enclosed)  approved  m  Government  order 
Hooghly  Iman.bara.  ^t^_    2174,    dated    the    8th    April     1902,    for     the 

management  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara.  These  rules,  in  His  Honour's 
opinion,  have  determined  in  a  satisfactory  manner  the  mutual  relations 
and    duties    of    the    Committee    and    of   the    Mutwallee. 

3.  With  regard  to  the  question  whether  the  Mutwalli  is  to  pay 
rent  for  the  quarters  occupied  liy  his  family,  I  am  to  observe  that 
when  Sir  John  Woodburn  recently  visited  the  Imambara  he  was 
satisfied  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  Mutwalli  should  be  always  present 
on  the  spot  and  that  his  family  sliould  live  in  close  proximity  to 
the  Imambara,  so  as  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  his  being  frequently 
absent  from  the  Institution.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  having 
regard  also  to  the  fact  that  the  late  Mutwallee  who  nominated  the 
present  Mutwallee  as  his  successor,  dedicated  to  the  Imambara  the 
house  adjacent  to  it  now  occupied  by  the  present  Mutvvallee's  family, 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  considers  it  inexpedient  to  require  the 
Mutwallee  to  pay  any  rent  for  the  houses  which  he  occupies. 
Accordingly  no  provision  has  been  made  in  the  rules  referred  to  in 
paragraph    2    above    for   tiking   any    rent    from    the    Mutwallee. 

4.  Referring  to  the  (juestion  of  the  assignment  of  a  room  inside 
the  Imambara  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Trustees,  I  am  to  say 
that  it  is  understood  that  the  matter  has  been  dropped.  There  seems 
to    be    no   necessity   to   raise    the   question    again. 
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Board   of   Revenuk,   L.  P., 
Land    Revenue    Department, 
Wards    Branch. 

No.    28  W.  T. 

From 

H.    LeMesuiuek,   Esq.,  c.i.e.,  i.c.s., 

Offg.    Secretaiy    to   the    Board    of    Revenue,    L.  P., 

To 

The    Secretary    to   the    Government    of   Bengal, 

Revenue    Department. 

Dated    Darjeeling,    the    20th   September    1904. 

The  Hon'ble  Mr.  H.  Savage,  c.s.i.,  i.c.s., 
Member  in  charge. 

Sir, 

With  reference  to  the  correspondence  ending  with  Government 
order  No.  2118  T.—R.,  dated  the  12th  November  1901,  I  am  directed 
to  say  that  a  sum  of  Rs.  10,000  (ten  thousand)  is  available  on 
account  of  the  surplus  income  of  the  Syudpur  Trust  Estate  in  Khulna 
for  payment  to  the  Mohsin  Endowment  Fund  during  the  current  year. 
The  Commissioner  of  the  Presidency  Division  proposes  to  distribute 
the    amount    in    the    following   proportions  : — 

Rs.  A.  p. 

(1)  One-ninth  to  the  Mutwali  of  the  Hooghly 

Imambarah   as   his   salary  ...  ...        1,111     1     9 

(2)  Three-ninths    to    the     Imambarali     Com- 

mittee  for  religious   purposes  ...       3,333     5     i 

(3)  Four-ninths   for  secular   purposes  ...       4,44-i     7     1 

(4)  One-ninth   for   educational    purposes       ...       1,111     1  10 

Total         ...      10.000    0     0 


The  amount  of  Rs.  3,333-.o-4  payable  to  the  yths  share  should  be 
credited  to  the  yths  share  in  part  paj'm  ent  of  the  anuunt  (Rs.  29,512-6-3 
by  which  the  latter  share  has  to  be  recouped  on  account  of  the 
sums  advanced  from  it  for  the  repairs  of  the  Imambarah  buildings,  as 
ordered    in    paragraph    2   of    the    Government    letter    cited  above. 

I    have    the    honour   to    be. 

Sir, 
Your  most  obedient    servant, 

(Sd).  H.   LeMESURIER, 

Offg.    Secretary. 
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GOVEKNMKNT    OF    UkNUAL. 

Revemio    Depart  nu'iit; 
Laml    lun-i'iuus   Hraiicli. 


No.  2896  T.—R. 


To 


The    Secretary    to   the    Jioard    of    Revenue, 

Land    Revenue    Department. 

Dated  26th    October    1904. 


Sir, 


I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  28  W.  T.,  dated  the  28th  September  190-i,  regarding  the  disposal  of 
the  surplus  income  of  the  Syudpur  Trust  Estate  in  Khulna,  amounting 
to  Rs.  10,000  which  is  available  for  payment  to  the  Mohsin  Endow- 
ment Fund. 

2.  In  reply,  I  am  to  convey  the  sanction  of  Government  to  the 
proposal  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Presidency  Division  that 
the  amount  may  be  distributed  among  the  nine  shares  of  the  Mohsin 
P^ndowment    Fund   in    the    following  proportion  : — 

(1)  One-ninth  to  the  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly 

Imambarah  as  his  salary    ... 

(2)  Three-ninths    to     the     Imambarah    Com 

mittee   for  religious  purposes 

(3)  Four-ninths  for  secular  purposes 

(4)  One-ninth  for  educational  purposes 

Total 

3.  I  am  to  add  that  Government  agrees  with  the  Board  that  the 
amount  of  Rs.  3,333-5-4  payable  to  the  jUhs  share  should  be  taken  to 
the  credit  of  the  ^ths  share  in  part  payment  of  the  amount 
(Rs.  29,512-6-3)  by  which  the  latter  share  has  to  be  recouped  on 
account  of  the  sums  advanced  from  it  for  the  repairs  of  the  Imam- 
barah   buildings. 

The  Accountant-General    will    be    advised. 

I  have,  etc., 


Rs. 

A. 

P. 

.       1,111 

1 

9 

.       3,333 

5 

4 

4,444 

7 

1 

.        1,111 

1 

10 

.      10,000 

0 

0 

Memorandum  No.    2897. 
Copy     forwarded    to     the    Financial    Department     of    this    Government 
for   information    and   communication    to   the    Accountant-General.    Bengal. 

By    order,    etc., 

Memorandum    No.    2898. 

Copy     forwarded     to     the    General     Department    of     this    Government 
for   information    and    for    necessary    action. 

By  order,  etc. 
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DoiIH-oftiulal.  COMMISSIONKU'S    OKKICK, 

Chinsurah, 
Tho    27th    December    1906. 
My    dkak    Car[ai.e, 

I  forward,  enclosed,  an  application  from  Khan  Bahadur  Syed  Ashraf- 
uddin  Ahmod.  the  Mutwali  of  the  Hooghly  Iniauibara,  that  Govern- 
ment will  he  pleased  to  nominate  his  son  as  his  successor  to  the 
Mutwalliship.  It  is  recommended  bj'  the  Collector  (the  Local  Agent" 
of  the  Mohsin  Trust  Fund)  and  I  would  also  recommend  it  in  consi" 
deration    of   the    Khau    Kahadur's    long    services    as    Mutwalli. 

Youi-s    sincerely, 
(Sd.)   G.  H.  WALSH. 

The  Hox'ni.K  Mr.   R.  W.  Caulvle,  c.i.e  ,  i.c.s., 

Chief  Secretary. 


Hooghly    Imambaka, 

HoOGHLY, 

9th    December   1906. 

To  The   Hox'ble   Mr.   R.    W.    Carlyle,   c.i.e.,  i.c.s., 

Chief    Secretary   to   the    Bengal    Government 

(through  the  Local    authorities). 

Dear  Sir. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  for  the  information  of  His  Honour  Sir 
A.  Fraser  that  I  have  served  the  British  Government  for  nearly  32 
(thirty-two)  years,  with  loyalty  and  devotion  as  the  7th  Mutwalli  of  the 
Hooghly  Imambara  and  semi  political  and  religious  head  of  tlie  Hooghly 
Mahomedans  and  have  discharged  my  duties  to  the  best  of  my  ability 
My  other  services  to  Government  and  to  public,  though  not  equal  to 
my  father,  the  late  Nawab  Amir  Ali  Khan  Bahadur,  c.i.k.,  of  Barli,  in 
Patna  district,  are  well  known  both  to  the  officials  and  non-officials 
of  the  time  and  need  not  be  mentioned  here,  but  I  recollect  that  few 
years  ago  I  was  strongly  supported  by  Messrs.  Kennedy  and  French, 
the  then  Commissioner  and  Collecior,  for  a  seat  in  the  Bengal  Council. 
I  have  three  surviving  children  from  my  wife,  one  of  them  is  my  son 
Saiyld  Ali  Nawab,  the  compiler  of  the  popular  booklet  in  the  Mohsin 
centennial,  while  the  other  two  are  daughters  already  married.  My 
son,  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab,  was  born  in  Hooghly  in  January  1884  and  has 
been  bred  and  brought  up  here.  He  has  seen  almost  all  the  functions 
and  duties  of  the  Mutwalli  expecially  since  the  last  four  years.  In 
fact  he  has  been  carefully  ti-ained  and  did  fairly  well  in  Hooghly 
Imambarah  when  I  went  to  Barh  or  Calcutta  from  time  to  time. 
Besides,  the  majority  of  the  people  like  him.  He  knows  Persian,  Arabic, 
Urdu    and    Bengali    and    has    read    up    to   the    Entrance    Standard     of     the 
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Cak'Utta  Univorsity-  Hf  i«  a  Sliiali  anil  kiiDWs  sul'licii'iitly  aliout  his 
religion.  He  is  (lnvotcd  to  tlio  (ioviM-mnnit  ami  raitlilJil  to  the  Shiah 
religion.  I  have,  in  fact,  tlirougli<iiit  my  long  inciunheucy  cherishod  the 
hope  that  lu>  will  succeed  me  and  1  have  traininl  him  in  that  lig-lit 
and  introduced  him  in  society  and  only  last  year  presented  him  lo 
the  Royal  Levee  through  your  kindness.  Apart  from  the  Donor's  will 
and  the  late  lamented  Mr.  P'aulder's  celebrated  letter  of  30th  Septem- 
ber li)00,  to  Ciovernment.  I  am  lucky  like  my  predecessor,  Moulvi 
Sj'ed  Keramat  AH,  to  nominate  my  successor  vide  the  Hoard's  No.  329 
of  the  17th  December  1858.  of  course  with  the  approval  oltJovern 
tnent.  But  apart  from  all  these  His  Honour  and  yourself  know  that 
•whatever  power  or  dignity  I  have  got  and  possess,  have  been  given 
to  mo  mainly  by  the  kindness  and  good  will  of  our  benign  Govern- 
ment, and  I  therefore  very  respectfully  and  earnestly  beg  to  know 
whether  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  approve  my  son's  nomination  as  the  next  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambarah  as  His  Honour  Sir  R.  Temple  Bart,  did  in  mj'  case,  when 
the  late  Mutwalli  Sj'ed  Keramat  Ali  nominated  me  as  his  successor 
in  1874-75.  I  humbly  pray  that  this  point  be  settled  by  His  Honour 
during  my  lifetime  so  that  my  son's  future  may  be  secured  and  as 
well  as  the  interest  of  this  great  institution  preserved  so  long  on  the 
lines  laid  down  by  the  late  ^Mutwalli  and  approved  by  Government  as 
the  permanent  Mutwalli  of  the  j\Iolisin  Trust  Estate.  Besides,  the 
feeling  of  loyalty  which  is  our  birthright,  will  go  down  from  father  to 
son  and  an  old  family  will  be  saved.  Kindly  lay  my  humble  request 
and  prayer  before  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  with  your  gracious 
remarks    and    oblige. 

Yours  gratefully, 

(Sd.)  SYED  ASHRAFUDDIN  AHMED, 

Mutwalli. 
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Di'iiii-ol'licial  Ni'.  87. 

JVIv     I>KAK     HkKNAKII, 


Dated   2-'ii(l   .March    1!)()7 


Plt'ast*  refer  tn  Walsh's  confidential  di'iiii-ollicial  of  the  27th 
Deeeiiiber  1900,  addressed  to  me  with  whieh  he  forwarded,  witli  his 
own  recommendation  and  that  of  the  Collect  )r  of  Hooi^hlj^  a  letter 
from  Khan  Uahadiir  Syed  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed  requesting  that  His 
Honour  the  I^ieutenant-Governor  may  be  moved  to  approve  the 
nomination  of  his  son  as  his  successor  to  the  post  of  Mutwalli  of  the 
Hoo^hly  Imambara.  The  Khan  liah^dur  supports  his  prayer  by  a 
reference  to  paragraph  10  of  the  late  Mr.  Faulder's  report  No.  47  R. 
G.,  dated  the  30th  September  1900  on  the  Imambai-a  affairs,  in  which 
he  remarked  that  it  had  always  been  the  practice  for  the  Mutwalli 
to   nominate    his    successor    subject    to   Government    confirmation. 

2.  The  earliest  correspondence  traceable  in  the  Secretariat  and  in 
the  Board's  oflfice  on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  the  Mutwalli 
of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  was  that  of  1836.  From  this  it  appeara 
that  on  the  dismissal  in  1836  of  Syed  Ali  Akbar  Khan,  the  Mutwalli 
appointed  by  Government  for  general  misconduct  and  under  grave 
suspicion  of  having  misa])propriated  a  certain  portion  of  the  Imambara 
Funds,  his  successor  Syed  Keramat  Ali  was  selected  by  the  Board, 
after  much  discussion  from  among  a  number  of  candidates.  In 
this  case,  therefore,  there  was  no  question  of  nomination  by  a 
predecessor.  Syed  Keramut  Ali  held  ofhce  till  1875,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  the  pi-esent  Mutwalli,  Khan  Bahadur  Syed  Ashrafuddin 
Ahmed. 

3.  It  was  when  discussing  tlie  question  of  appointment  of  a 
successor  to  Syed  Keramat  Ali  that  the  Board  and  Government  agreed 
that     full    weisjht    should    be    given    to    that     ^lutwalli's     recommendation. 

1.  Paragiftpiis     6    m.d   7     of     ^^^'     Kit^hard     Temple    was    further     disposed    to 
Boai-d'8  letter  No.  64  A  dated  ilie     cast      the      responsibility     of     selection     on    the 

8tli  March  1H75  to  Goveruineut.  n-         i  i  i         • 

2.  Paragraph  2  of  Uoveniinent     Mutwalli,     l)ut    the   Selection     was     left  to     the 

order     No.    701    dated     the     18th       i  >  j         /     •  7  j.         i.  £  i 

March     1875    addressed  to    the     J'^^'"'^       ("'''e       cxtracts      from       Correspondence 
Board.  noted     on     the    maigin    herewith    enclosed). 

■4.  So  far,  thert^fore,  as  the  earlier  correspondence  goes,  it  does 
not  establish  the  fact  that  it  has  been  the  practice  for  the  Mutwalli 
to  nominate,  but  merely  that  there  is  a  precedent  for  the  acceptance 
of  a  nomination  by  a  Mutwalli  of  a  person  who  was  found  by  the 
Board  to  be  otherwise  well  qualified.  On  the  other  hand  the  papers 
do  show  very  clearlj-  that  the  ^lutwalli  has  no  right  to  nominate  his 
successor  and  that  in  fact  the  apiiointment  rests  solely  with  Govern- 
ment, but  that  any  recommi^ndation  made  by  the  Mutwalli  would  be 
duly   considered. 
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5.  The  present  Mutwalli's  son  does  not  appear  to  be  an  nnsuit- 
able  candidate  and  the  Mutwalli  has  rendered  good  service  during  his 
long  incumbency.  But  liis  present  attempt  to  get  the  question  o£ 
his  successor  settled  seems  premature  as  it  does  not  appear  from  his- 
letter  that  he  has  any  intention  of  retiring  or  vacating  the  office. 
What  he  asks  for  is  a  declaration  of  liis  right  to  nominate  his  succes- 
sor and  practically  to  make  the  post  hereditary  {vide  the  concluding 
portion    of   his    letter).     Both    requests    are    unreasonable. 

6.  The  time  has  not  come  to  make  a  selection,  for  there  is  no 
vacancy,  actual  or  prospective.  When  the  present  incumbent  makes 
up  his  mind  to  retire  or  a  vacancy  otherwise  occurs,  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  appoint  a  successor  ;  and  it  would  not  be  right  to  tie  the 
hands  of  Government  for  the  future.  It  has  already  been  decided 
that  the  Mutwalli  has  no  right  to  nominate  his  successor  and  this 
point  does  not  call  for  fresh  decision.  You  may  point  this  out  to 
Sj-ed  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed  and  tell  him  that  when  he  retires  his  recom- 
mendation as  to  his  successor  will  receive  due  and  sympathetic 
consideration    of    Government.  « 

Yours    sincerely, 

(Sd.)   R.   W.   CARLYLE, 

Chief    Secretary. 


To 

J.    H.   Bebnard,    Esq., 

Commissioner.    Burdwan   Division. 
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Deiiii-oilicial    No.    3  C. 

CoMMlSSKtNEK's     OfI'JCK. 

CI1IN8UUA11. 
The    20tli    May    1907. 

My    dear    Gait, 

I  read  your  deuii-otficial  No.  87  of  tlie  22nd  March  to  the 
Mutwali  oL'  the  Hooghly  Imanibarah.  He  said  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  think  of  contesting  the  view  of  Government  and  he  does  not 
wish  to  do  so,  but  he  would  like  to  have  his  son  appointed  by 
Government  as  his  Assistant,  so  that  he  might  be  fit  to  succeed 
him. 

He  has  now  written  to  the  Collector  of  Hooghly  asking  that  this 
may  be  done.  I  enclose  his  letter.  He  has  forwarded  it  saying  he 
thinks  that,  if  Government  intends  to  appoint  the  Mutwalli's  son  to 
be  his  successor  it  ought  to  allow  him  to  act  as  his  Assistant,  so  that 
he    can    gradually    learn    the    duties    of    his    office. 

I  see  no  objection  to  the  Mutwalli's  son  being  appointed  to  act 
as  his  Honorary  Assistant.  To  do  so.  however,  would  be  tantamount 
to  holding  out  hopes  that  he  would  eventually  be  appointed  to  suc- 
ceed him,  unless  in  the  meantime  he  had  shown  himself  unfit.  And 
it  is  of  course  to  establish  on  behalf  of  his  son  a  certain  claim  to 
succeed  him  that  Khan  Bahadur  Syed  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed  makes 
this   proposal. 

Yours    sincerely, 

(Sd.)   J.    H.   Bernard. 

The   Hon'ble   Mr.    E.    A.   Gait,   c.i.e., 

OfFg.    Chief    Secty.    to    the    Govt,    of    Bengal. 


The    Imambarah,    Hooghly, 

29th    of    April    1907. 

My    dear    Sir, 

I  beg  to  inform  you  that  on  tiie  26th  of  March  1907,  Mr. 
Bernanl  i.c.s.,  was  pleased  to  read  over  to  me  the  demi-official 
letter  of  the  learned  Chief  Secretary,  on  the  subject-matter  of  my 
application  of  the  9th  December  1906,  wliich  was  supjjorted  both  by 
you    and    by    Mr.    Walsh,    i.c.s. 

As.  the  said  demi-official  letter  was  read  over  to  me,  I  can 
hardly  be  expected  to  recollect  all  its  contents,  but  all  I  can  say 
IS  that  as  loyal  subject  and  obedient  old  servant  of  the  Government. 
I    am    reatiy    and    shall    ever    be    ready    to    abide     with     the     wishes     and 
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orders  oC  tlu>  liiijlirr  autlioritios.  Furtlicr  as  the  I>ritisli  Odvormnent 
and  tlicir  Civil  Officers  (indike  other  Foreign  Governments)  are 
proverbial  for  their  justice  and  patronage  towards  their  old  and  loyal 
servants,  let  me  very  I'espectfiilly  approach  (xoverniiu'nt  and  Board 
through  you  and  Mr.  Bernard,  to  allow  my  son  to  act  as  my 
assistant,  in  the  Imambara,  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  made  to 
that  eft'ect  by  Mr.  Walsh.  Kindly  forward  this  humbli^  letter  of 
mine    to   Mr.    Bernard    with    your    own    remarks   and    ()l)lige. 

Yours    sincerely, 

(Sd.)   SYEU   ASHRAFUDDIN    AHMED, 

Mutwalli. 

B.    UE,   Esq..   m.a.,    i.c.s.. 

Collector  and    Local    Agent,    Hooghly. 
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Demi-official    No.    34T.R.,    dated    6th    June    1907. 

My    dear    Bernard, 

Your  deuii-cfficial  No.  3  C.  of  the  20th  May  1907,  regarding 
the  appointment  of  the  son  of  the  Mutwalli  of  tlje  Hooghly  Imambara 
to    be    the    Mutwalli's    Honorary    Assistant. 

Government  cannot  depart  from  the  position  taken  up  in  Mr. 
Carlyle's  demi-official  No.  87  of  the  22nd  March  1907.  It  is  open  to 
the  Mutwalli  to  employ  any  one  he  chooses  to  assist  liim  but  no 
such    arrangement    can    be    recognised    by    Government. 

Yours    sincerely, 
(Sd.)   E.   A.   GAIT. 


To 

J.    H.    Bernard,    Esq., 

Commissioner    of  the    Burdwau    Division. 
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Government    Order    No.    114. 

Dated    the   8th    January    1908. 

The  sanction  of  Government  is  accorded  to  the  proposal  made 
by  the  Board  oJ:  Revenue,  L.  P.,  for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus 
income  of  the  Syedpur  Trust  Estate  in  Khulna  amounting  to  Rs.  9,115 
among  the  nine  shares  of  the  Molisin  Endowment  Fund  in  the 
following   proportion  : — 

1.  One-ninth     to     the    Mutwsllee     of      the     Hooghly 
Imambara   as    his   salary  ...  ...  ...    1,012  12    5 

2.  Three-ninths     to     the     Imambara    Committee     for 

religious  purposes 

3.  Four-ninths   for  secular   purposes 

4.  One-ninth   for   educational   pui-poses 

Total 

Sanction  is  also  accorded  to  the  proposal  that  the  amount  of  Rs. 
3,038-5-4  payable  to  the  three-ninths  ■  share  should  be  taken  to  the 
credit  of  the  four-ninths  share  in  part  payment  of  the  amount 
(Rs.  19,179-0-11)  by  which  the  latter  share  has  to  be  recouped  on 
account  of  the  sums  advanced  from  it  for  the  repairs  of  the 
Imambara    buildings. 

The    Accountant-General,    Bengal,    will   be    informed. 

By    order,    etc., 
Under-Secretary    to    thft    Government    of    Bengal. 


3,038    5 

4 

4,051     1 

9 

1,012  12 

6 

9,115    0 

0 
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From — A.  Ahmad,    Ksq..    i.c.s., 

To — His    Honour    the    Lieutenant-Governor    of    Bengal. 

Dared    Calcutta,    the    8th   September    1908. 

As  desired  I  am  submitting  a  short  note  for  your  information  and 
such  action  as  you  desire  to  take  in  recognition  of  our  services  and 
the  great  sacrifices  made  by  my  fatlier,  the  late  Nawal)  Amir  Ali, 
Khan    Bahadur. 

I  hesitate  in  approaching  you  on  the  su])jecc  as  it  is  a  personal 
matter,    though    it    co?icerns    my    eldest    brotlier    individually. 

I  need  hardly  brin^-  to  your  notice  that  there  is  not  a  single 
Bihari  family,  whether  Hindu,  Native  Christian  or  Muhammadan,  who 
did  not  get  some  benefit  from  our  late  father.  Even  the  present 
Badsha  Nawab  of  Patna  is  beholden  to  my  late  father,  as  it  was  by 
his  influence  that  the  late  Nawab  Lutf  Ali,  father  of  Badsha  Nawab, 
was    saved    from    being    hanged    as  a    rebel. 

The  Maharajas  of  Dumraon,  Baslza  and  Darbhanga  were  indebted 
to  him  for  many  a  kind  service.  I  write  this  not  to  impress  on 
your  mind  the  great  influence  my  father  exercised,  but  the  kindness 
shown  to  me  by  these  gentlemen  is  due  to  my  father's  influence  and 
not    to   any    what   I    have    done    or    attempted    to   do. 

My  father  was  sent  to  Patna  to  restore  quiet  during  the  Sepoy 
distui'bance  and  accompanied  Mr.  Samuells  as  his  assistant  ;  for  this 
work  he  was  offered  a  suitable  sum  as  salary,  but  my  father  declined 
to  accept  any  money  for  services,  which  were  the  right  of  the  Crown 
to  obtain    from    all    law    abiding   and    loyal    subjects    of   the    Government. 

My  eldest  l)rother  joined  his  appointment  when  he  was  not  even 
21  and  has  served  for  over  30  years  under  circumstances  which  are 
already    known    to   you    by  better    sources    than    what    I    can    offer. 

My  brother  was  created  a  Khan  Bahadur  some  years  ago,  and 
now,  since  the  passing  of  recent  orders,  he  is  styled  Nawabzada.  At 
his  age  and  the  services  he  has  rendered  to  Government  I  venture 
to  say  the  title  is  unsuited  and  I  trust  you  will  be  good  enough  to 
remove  the  slur,  for  it  is  regarded  as  such  by  most  of  the  Muham- 
madans,  and  confer  on  him  the  title  which  his  father  enjoyed  for  so 
many  years  and  which  my  brotlier  and  all  of  us  look  upon  as  our 
due.  As  for  my  own  services,  I  am  greatly  beholden  to  you  and  our 
Government  for  having  done  something  for  me,  and  now  I  trust  you 
will  extend  the  same  consideration  to  my  brothei-,  whose  sole  aml)ition 
in  life  is  to  see  his  only  son  Sayid  Ali  Nawab  suitably  provided  for 
in    life. 

The  appointment  which  my  brother  holds  is  not  a  pensionable  one, 
but  the  former  Mutwallis  were  allowed  a  pension  from  the  Govern- 
ment share  of  the  profit,  and  the  new  Mutwalli  gets  the  full  salary. 
If   the    son     of     the   Mutwalli    is   appointed    as    his    successor,    my  brother. 


705 


I  lielifvc.  Avill  retire  even  without  a  ))eiisioii.  He  lias  been  so  much 
harassed  l)y  designing  peoph^  and  had  to  fight  his  battle  single-handed 
that  ho  thinks  it  will  be  a  relief  to  him  to  retire,  provided  his  son  is 
given  the  ap]. ointment  in  his  place.  My  brother  is  wiUing  to  stay  to 
help  his  son  in  the  management  and  when  the  young  man  is  pi'operly 
settled    in    his   post,    to   retire  to    Barh    our    ancestral  place   in    Bihar. 

My  brother  is  also  anxious  to  secure  a  seat  in  the  Bengal  Council 
and  I  feel  sanguine  that  liis  presence  will  be  of  some  good  to  the 
pulilic. 

My  lirother's  career  has  l)een  marked  with  great  loyalty  and  devo- 
tion to  the  British  Government,  and  even  when  he  was  offered  a 
better  post  in  Egypt  by  Lord  Cromer  he  declined  to  leave  British 
service,    as    he    said    his    place    was    here  and    not    out    of    India. 

Several  inducements  were  offered  to  him  to  create  disturbance  or 
help  people  whe  were  anti-Government  in  their  design.  But  he  remained 
finn  in  his  allegiance  and  is  a  person  who  can  be  relied  upon.  He 
was  of  great  assistance  to  the  Railway  Company,  East  Indian  Railway, 
during  the  Asansol  outbreak,  and  is  now  anxious  to  get  something 
definitely    done    for    his    only    son. 

What  I  propose  is  (1)  that  the  title  of  Nawab  be  conferred  on 
him  ;  (2)  that  he  should  get  a  seat  in  the  Council  ;  (3j  that  his  son 
should  be  appointed  in  his  place  ;  and  (4)  he  be  allowed  to  retire  on 
a    suitable    pension. 

I  beg  to  be  excused  at  the  length  of  the  letter  and  enclosure  of 
documents    which    may    interest    you. 
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Date  Hooghly,  the  9tli  November  1908. 

To    THE    Hon'bLE    SiK    a.    H.    L.    Fl!Af*El{,    K.C.8.r.,    I.C.S., 

Lieutenant-Governor  of  Bengal. 

The  humble  memorial  of  SaiyitI 
Ashrafuddin,  Mntwally  of  the 
Hooghly  Imambara. 

May  it  please  Your  Honour — 

That  your  humble  petitioner  is  the  7th  Mutwallee  of  the 
Hooghly  Imambara  appointed  by  the  Government  of  Sir  R.  Temple  on 
the  25th  June  1875,  and  has  discharged  his  duties  with  loyalty 
and    devotion. 

That  your  petitioner's  father,  the  late  Navvab  Amir  Ali  Khan 
Bahadur.  c.i.E.,  of  the  Mutiny  fame,  and  his  distinguished  services 
together  with  services  done  l)y  your  petitioner's  youngest  brother 
Mr.  Ahmad,  c.s.,  are  also  on  record  and  need  not,  therefore,  be 
mentioned    here. 

That  your  petitioner  has  a  son  who  is  a  Shiah,  and  has  read  up 
to  the  Entrance  standard.  It  is  your  humble  petitioner's  earnest 
prayer  that  his  son's  succession  to  the  Mutwalliship  of  the  said 
Imambara  may  be  decided  by  Your  Honour,  before  Your  Honour  leaves 
the  musnud  of  Bengal.  Your  humble  petitioner's  son  has  been 
brought  Up  and  trained  by  him  for  the  above  purpose,  particularly 
after  the  permission  which  your  petitioner  received,  vide  the  demi- 
official   letter,   dated   the   6th   June    1907. 

That  over  and  above  this  fact,  your  petitioner  begs  leave  to 
submit  that  he  may  also  be  allowed  a  full  life  pension  in  recognition 
of  the  service  done  by  him  during  the  last  33  years  and  a  half, 
from  the  four-ninth  shai-e  of  the  Mohsin  Fund,  as  his  predecessor  in 
office    obtained    in    1875    through    the    kindness  of   the    Government. 

That    your    humble    petitioner   as    in    duty    bound   shall    ever    pray. 
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No.  4464,  dated  Calcutta,  the  2()tli  Novenil)er  1908. 

Fi-oiu — F.  W.  Duke,  Esq.,  i.c.s.,  c.i.k.,  Offg.  Chief  Secretary  to  the 

Government  of  liengal,  Revenue  Department, 

To — The   Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  Lower  Provinces, 

Land    Revenue   Department. 

I  am  directed  to  say  that  Nawabzada  Saiyid  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad, 
Khan  Bahadur,  Mutvvalli  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara,  having  applied  for 
permission  to  retire  from  his  appointment  of  the  Mutvvalliship  and  for 
grant  of  a  pension.  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  pleased  to 
sanction  the  grant  to  Nawabzada  Saiyid  Ashrafuddin,  Khan  Bahadur, 
with  effect  from  the  date  on  which  he  retires,  of  a  pension  of  one 
half  of  the  one-ninth  share  of  the  Mohsin  Endowment  Fund,  which 
is    at  present    allowed    to   the    IMutwallee    as   his    salary. 

2.  His  Honour  is  also  pleased  to  appoint  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab,  son 
of  the  retiring  Mutwallee,  to  be  the  ]\Iutwalli  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara  on  a  salary  of  tlie  other  half  of  the  one-ninth  share  so 
long  as  his  father  lives.  An  addition  may  be  made  to  the  salary 
of  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  of  anything  that  can  Ije  annually  spared  from 
the  four-ninths  share,  which  addition  shall  not  exceed  Rs.  1,111  per 
annum. 

3.  The  above  orders  are  subject  to  the  condition  that  the  retiring 
Mutwallee  shall  usually  reside  at  Hooghly  and  assist  and  advise  his 
son    in    the   management    of   the    Imambara    and    conduct    of   hjs    duties. 

The    Accountant-General,    Bengal,    will    be    informed. 


No.    4464^. 

Copy   forwai'ded    to   the    Accountant-General,    Bengal,    for    information. 

By    oi'der,    etc. 

(Sd.)  A.  H.  LEY, 
Under-Secretarjr  to  the  Government  of  Bengal. 


Telegram,    dated    the    4th    December    1908. 

Froni — Hooghly.  To — Calcutta. 

From — Saiyid    Ashrafuddin.  To — Bengal    (Revenue). 

Made    over    charge    to-day    to    new    Mutwalli    in    Collector's    presence. 


708 


No.    2. 

From 

'J'he    Members    of   the    Committee   of   Management 

of    tlie    Hooghly   Imambara, 

To 

The    Chief    Secretarj''    to   the    Government    of    Bengal, 

10,    Hungerford    Street, 
Dated    Calcutta,    the    4t"h     January    1909, 

SiK, 

We  have  the  lionour  to  state  that  we  have  received  a  letter 
No.  1022  from  Nawabzada  Syed  Ashrufuddin  Ahmed,  Khan  Bahadur, 
the  late  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara,  forwarding  a  copy  of  the 
Government  order  No.  4464,  dated  20th  November  1908.  appointing 
Mr.  Syed  Ali  Nawab  to  the  post  of  the  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara    in    the    place    of  his    father    who    has    retired    on    pension. 

2.  The  letter  came  on  us  as  surprise  for  we  venture  respectfully 
to  think  that  the  Committee  should  have  been  given  an  oppoi-tunity  by 
Government  to  express  their  views  regarding  the  appointment,  and  to 
nominate  a  qualified  and  suitable  Sliia  gentleman  from  among  the 
candidates  who  might  have  offered  themselves  for  the  post,  if  the 
retirement    of   the    late    Mutwalli    had    been  made    public. 

It  is  known  to  Government  that  the  Committee  has  a  supervisory 
control  over  the  management  of  the  Imambara  and  is  responsible  for 
the  proper  disbursement  of  large  sums  of  money,  and  tiie  due  perform- 
ance of  the  religious  ceremonies,  which  emphatically  require  the  offices 
of  a  Shia  Mahomedan — one  of  whose  Shiaism  thei"e  is  no  ground  for 
doubt,  and  whose  family  historj'  and  connections,  ability,  education  and 
conduct  may  qualify  him  to  hold  this  important  post  of  trust,  and 
who  would  inspire  complete  couHdence  in  the  minds  of  the  Shia 
community. 

3.  The  Committee  thinks  it  is  its  clear  duty  to  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  Government  to  sections  13  and  14  of  Regulation  XIX  of  1810 
and  to  sections  7  and  22  of  Act  XX  of  1863,  which  provide  that  it 
is  for  the  Committee  to  appoint  a  Superintendent  or  ^Manager  to  the 
Institution,    managed    by    a    Committee    under    the    said    Acts. 

4.  The  appointment  of  ^Ir.  Syed  Ali  NaAvab  we  regret  to  say  has 
natui-ally  caused  widespread  dissatisfaction  and  disa])pointment  among 
the  Shias,  for  it  is  unfortunately  undoui.itedly  the  fact  that  he  is  not 
believed  by  the  Shias  to  be  a  Shia  at  all.  Nor  do  his  youth,  the 
i-eligious  traditions  of  his  family,  his  connections,  and  his  want  of 
education  commend  him  to  the  Shia  communitj'  as  a  person  who 
should    be    appointed     to     a     position     of    such    trust,     resi)onsibiIity,    and 
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ominence  as  the  Mutwalliship  of  the  greatest  Sliia  Religious  Institution 
in  Bengal  as  the  Ho(\2;hly  Imanibara,  the  holder  of  which  is  entitled  to 
Jth  share  of  the  Trust  Fund,  amounting  to  the  large  sum  of  about 
Rs.  600  a  month,  in  addition  to  free  quarters,  servants,  etc.  The 
Community,  we  may  assure  the  Government,  is  dismayed  and  staggei"ed 
at  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Syed  Ali  Xawab. 

5.  In  these  circumstances,  the  Connnittee  finds  itself  in  very 
awkward  position  and  feel  bound  in  conscience  and  in  the  discharge  of 
duties  to  lay  the  facts  before  Government,  and  trusts  that  the  matter, 
which  is  of  vital  importance  to  a  large  section  of  His  Majesty's  most 
loyal  subjects  will  receive  due  consideration  of  Government. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

SlE, 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 

(Sd.)     M.  Shujat  Ali, 
(Sd.)      Gholam  MoHAMMAn, 
(Sd.j     Syad  Yu!>uf  Ali, 

Members  of  the  Committee. 
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Revenue  Department, 

(Miscell.aneous.) 
Nos.  259-62. 

From 

F.    W.    Duke,  Esq.,   i.c.s., 

Offg.    Chief    Secretary   to  the    Government    of    Bengal, 


To 


(1)  Saiyid  Ali   GJhazanfer, 

Honorarj'    Secretary,    All-India    Shia  Conference,  Lucknovv, 

(2)  MuzAFFAR    Ali    Khan, 

President,    Anjuman  Jafarya,    ]\Iuzaffarnagar, 

(3)  M.    A.    Z.    Ali, 

Barrister-at-La\v,   Alipore,    Calcutta, 

(■4)  Agha    Muhammad   Mahdi    Tehkani, 

President,    Shia    Association,    Chinsura. 


Dated    Calcutta,    the    15th   January    1909. 

Sir. 

I    am   directed    to   acknowledge    the    receipt    of   your    telegram, 

(U  29th  November  1908 

dated   the  l|||^!wM'     '-^'^^'-^''''S    the      appointment     of     Saiyid       Ali 

(4)  26th  November  19U8. 

Nawab    to    be    Mutawali    of    the    Hooghly    Imambara. 

2.  In  reply,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is 
sensible  of  the  public  spirit  and  devotion  to  the  interests  of  your 
faith  which  has  animated  you  in  making  these  representations.  The 
post  of  Mutawali  is  of  very  great  importance  to  the  realization  of  some 
of  the  objects  of  the  pious  founder  of  the  Mohsin  endowment  ;  and 
it  is  the  plain  duty  of  Government  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  in 
selecting  the  occupant,  that  he  may  not  only  possess  the  requisite 
administi'ative  ability,  but  sliould  also  have  those  other  qualities  which 
would  have  commended  him  to  the  founder.  Accordingly,  before  he 
proceeded  to  make  the  appointment,  no  pains  wei'e  spared  by  Sir 
Andrew  Fraser  to  satisfy  himself  regarding  the  qualitieations  of  Saiyid 
Ali  Nawab  ;  and  Sir  Edward  Baker  is  satisfied  from  his  own 
enquiries     that     time     will     show     the     error     of    the    apprehensions    now 
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expressed  about  the  principles  of  his  religious  creed  and  his  lack  of 
experience  in  affairs.  The  welfare  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  and  it 
success  in  realizing  the  patiiotic  aims  of  its  founder  are  an  essential 
element  in  the  fortunes  of  the  Muhanimadans  of  Bengal  ;  and  it 
would  afford  much  gratification  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  were  all 
members    of  the    Shia    body    to    unite    in    the    promotion    of   its    prosperity. 

I    have    the    honour   to   be, 
Sir. 
Your   most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)     F.    W.    DUKE, 
Offg.    Chief    Secy,   to   the    Govt,    of    Bengal. 
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No.    308. 
GOVERNMENT   OF   BENGAL. 
Revenue   Depaktment. 


To 


M.    Sujat    AH,    Khan    IjahaJur,    M.    Gholam   Mohammad,  M.  Sj'ed 
Yusiif    Ali. 

Dated    20th    January    1909. 

Gentlemen, 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  the 
4th  January  1909,  on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  Syed  Ali 
Nawal)    to   the    post    of   Mutwalli    of   the    Hooghly    Imamhara. 

In  reply,  I  am  to  point  out  that  it  is  a  misapprehension  to 
suppose  that  the  provisions  of  law  referred  to  in  j-our  letter  apply  to 
you  in  respect  of  the  appointment  of  Mutwallee  of  the  Hooghly 
Imamhara.  This  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  Government  which  is 
under  no  legal  obligation  to  consult  the  members  of  the  Imambara 
Committee    or   any   other    association    or    individual. 

I    have,    etc., 

(Sd.)    F.    W.   D. 
Chief   Secretary   to   Government. 
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DattMl    Calcutta,    the    i'l'ikI    .laimary    liH)!». 

From — Sliaias-iil-iilaiiia    Sheikh     Mahiiuid     (Tilani,     President,      Hooghly 
Iinamliai'a    Defence    Association. 

To — Th(>    Cliief    Secretary    to   the    Government     of     Bengal,     Revenue 
Department. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  a  memorial  (witli  four  spai-e  copies) 
from  the  Shia  pulilic,  to  which  are  attaclied  tlie  opinions  of  the  Shia 
Ulamas.  signatures  of  Shia  gentlemen,  and  telegrams  and  letters  from 
diflferent  Shia  centres  in  India  ;  and  I  would  respectfully  request  you 
to  he  so  kind  as  to  lay  the  memorial,  with  accompaniments  before 
His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  l>engal  for  favour  of  sub- 
mission to  His  Excellency  the  Viceroy  and  Governor-General  of  India, 
with  such  kind  and  favourable  remarks  as  may  appear  necessary  and 
desii'able.  I  have  also  sent  advanced  copies  of  the  memorial  to  the 
Private  Secretary  to  His  Excellency  the  Viceroy  and  Governor-General 
of   India. 

I  would  like  to  explain  that,  as  the  order  appointing  Mr.  Saiyid 
All  Nawab,  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara,  was  made  by  the 
Government  of  Bengal  although  not  by  the  present  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  the  memorial,  which  appeals  against  that  order,  is  addressed 
to   His    Excellency  the  Viceroy. 


To — His  Exckllency  the  Right  Hon'ble  Sir  Gilbert  John  Elliott 
Murray  Kynynmound,  p.c,  g.m.s.i.,  g.m.i.e..  g.c.m.g..  Earl  of  Minto, 
Viceroy    and    Governor-General    of   India. 

Dated    Calcutta,    the    21st    January'    1909. 

The  humble  memorial  of  the  Shia  Muhammadans  of  Calcutta, 
Hooghly?  Murshidabad,  Dacca,  Patna,  Bhagalpur,  Chapra,  Jaunpur, 
Lucknow,    Lahoi-e,    Bombay,    Madras,    etc., 

Most    respectfullj"   sheweth. 

1.  That  the  Shia  Muhammadans  in  India  generally,  and  in  this 
part  of  the  country  particularly,  are  greatly  agitated  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Ali  Nawab  as  the  Mutwalli  (Agent)  of  the  Imambara  in 
Hooghly.  The  administration  of  the  Hooglily  Imambara  by  Khan 
Bahadur  Maulvi  Saiyid  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad,  father  of  tiie  new  mutwalli, 
has  been  open  to  such  serious  objections  that  the  SJiia  comnmnity 
has  been  waiting  to  set;  him  succeeded,  on  his  retirement,  by  an  able 
and  true  Shia  gentleman  of  nujuisite  qualifications.  But  as  the 
qualifications  of  the  ni'W  mutwalli  do  not  compare  favourably  even 
with  those  of  his  father,  the  whole  Shia  community  is  naturally 
surprised  and  pained  to  find  that  Sir  Andrew  Eraser,  few  days  before 
his    retirement,    had    conferred    the    appointment    on    Mv.    Ali    Nawab.    who 


715 


is    not    coiiiiM'tent    in    any    way    to    Imld    flic    post    oC    the    mutwalli    of   tlie 
Hooglily    Iiiiambara. 

2.  That  a  public  and  representative  meeting  of  the  Muhammadans 
of  tlie  Shia  sect  consisting  of  princes,  noblemen,  merchants,  Ulamas 
and  others,  was  held  on  13th  December  1908,  in  the  Bara  Imambara 
in  Protuguese  Church  Street,  in  the  town  of  Calcutta,  to  consider  the 
subject  of  the  sudden  and  unexpected  appointment  of  Mr.  Saiyid  Ali 
Nawab  to  the  responsible  and  important  post  of  Mutwalli  or  "  Agent  "  of 
the  Hooghly  Imambara  which  is  an  old,  great  and  much  venerated  Shia 
institution.  The  meeting  unanimously  resolved  to  submit  a  respectful 
protest  against  the  said  apjiointment,  on  the  grounds  that  Mi*.  Saiyid 
Ali  Nawab  was  a  Sunni,  and  a  mere  youth  of  no  experience  an  1  but 
little  education.  The  meeting  further  resolved  to  submit  a  memorial 
to  Government  for  the  consideration  of  tlie  matter.  We,  the  under- 
signed Shias,  therefore,  respectfully  venture  to  approach  Your  Excel- 
lency, and  beg  leave  to  submit  this  memorial,  as  an  appeal  on  our 
own  liehalf,  and  on  behalf  of  the  other  Shias  who  have  expressed  their 
sympathy  and  desire  to  co-operate  with  us  by  sending  letters  and 
telegi'ams,  and  notalily  by  passing  a  resolution  on  the  27th  ultimo,  in 
the  all-India  Shia  Conference  in  which  about  five  thousand  respectable 
and  representative  gentlemen  from  different  parts  of  India  assembled 
in  Lucknow  and  unanimously  passed  a  resolution  to  express  their 
disapproval    ol   Mr.    Ali    Nawab's    apjiointment. 

3.  The  appointment  of  a  Sunni  gentleman  to  manage  a  religious 
institution  of  the  Shias  is  not  only  incompatible  with  the  sympathetic, 
genuine  and  legal  performance  of  their  religious  rites  and  ceremonies, 
but  is  opposed  to  Government  policy,  and  is  in  contravention  with  the 
deed  of  endowment  under  which  the  Imambara  is  established.  The 
two  sects  differ  in  their  religious  belief,  in  their  personal  laws,  in  their 
daily  prayers,  and  in  their  rites  and  ceremonies.  Your  Excellency  may 
be  surprised  to  hear  that  in  the  mosque  of  the  Sunnies  in  Calcutta, 
either  in  Lower  Chitpore  Road,  or  in  any  other  Sunni  mosque,  it  is 
not  possible  for  a  Shia  to  say  his  prayer  ;  he  would  be  turned  out 
at  once.  These  points,  we  think,  are  so  pertinent  that  even  if  it  be 
not  fully  proved  (which  we  say  for  argument's  sake  only)  that  Mr.  Saiyid 
Ali  Nawab  is  really  a  Sunni,  we  are  entitled,  we  submit,  to  point  out 
that  it  is  undesirable  and  painfully  repugnant  to  our  religious  feelings, 
to  appoint  a  person  about  whose  actual  religious  belief  there  is  any 
doubt  at  all.  ]\lr.  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab's  retention  in  his  present  post  is 
neither  desirable  nor  unavoidable.  He  cannot  claim  to  have  the  post 
as  of  right,  for  there  is  nothing  either  in  the  deed  of  endowment  or 
in  practice  to  support  the  question  of  right.  A  right  man  in  the 
right  place  is  a  sound  policy.  A  Presbyterian  or  a  Baptist  in  charge 
of  a  church  of  the  Church  of  England  would  be  out  of  the  question,, 
and  a  Shia  manager  of  a  Sunni  religious  institution  is  unheard  of 
and  must  raise  a  storm  of  opposition  throughout  India.  The  manage- 
ment and  supervision  of  the  religious  ceremonies  of  the  Shia  by  a 
Sunni  Is  not  only  opposed  to  equity  and  justice,  but  is  altogether 
disallowed    by    the    Shia   law,    as    a    reference    to   the    translation    of    the 
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anaexod    I'atwaa    ^opinion)    of    the    Siiia    Lllamas     of     recognized   authority, 
respectively    marked    A,    B,    (J    aiul    1)    will    eoiielusively    prove. 

4.  With  your  Exeelleuey's  permission  we  beg  to  give  a  brief 
history  of  the  llooghly  Imandjara.  lu  1800,  Muhammad  Mohsin,  a  iShia 
gentleman  of  Persian  origin  created  a  wakf  and  appointed  two  Mutwalis 
or  Trustees  each  of  whom  was  to  receive  one-uinth  share  of  tlie  proceeds 
of  tlie  endowed  property,  tiiree-ninths  share  was  set  apart  for  religious 
purposes  and  the  renuiiniiig  four-ninths  share  for  secular  purposes. 
The  tAo  Mutwalis,  however,  did  not  discharge  their  duties  honestly, 
but  misappropriated  the  trust  money.  Consequently  Government  attached 
the  estate  under  fiegulation  XiX  of  1810,  and  six  years  after  removed 
the  two  mutw^alis  for  mismanagement.  Tliis  action  of  the  authorities 
stood  the  test  of  an  appeal  to  the  Civil  Courts,  with  the  result  that 
m  1817  the  estate  was  brought  under  the  immediate  mimagement  of 
the  Government,  wh.ch,  assuming  the  position  of  the  two  Mutwalis 
under  the  deed  of  endowment, a  ppointed  an  "Agent"  or  Mutwaii  to 
administer  the  affairs  of  the  Imambarah  and  placed  the  management 
of  the  estate  in  the  hands  of  Government  othcers.  The  successive 
Mutwallis  were  paid  by  Government  one-ninth  share  of  the  estate  as  their 
salary  and  tnree-niuths  share  for  religious  purposes,  and  about  Es.  800  a 
month  out  of  the  four-ninths  share  for  secular  purposes  plus  the  income  of 
the  Testator's  private  properties  in  Kidderpore  and  other  places,  which 
Government  gave  to  the  Imambara  as  trust,  their  being  no  heir  of 
the  testator.  I'iiis  last  fund  is  called  the  Kliarij-Tovvleut  Fund.  The 
large  balance  of  the  income  of  the  endowment  is  soent  by  Govern- 
ment for  the  education  of  the  MuLiammadan  boys  in  the  two  Bengals. 
The  above  arraugemenr  continued  till  tlie  retirement  of  Mutwaii  8yed 
Keramat  Ali.  But  in  1875,  when  the  father  of  the  new  Mutwaii  was 
appointed,  the  aforesaid  four  kinds  of  funds  were  made  over  by  Govern- 
ment to  a  Committee  of  Management  under  Act  XX  of  1863.  The 
orders  making  over  the  said  funds  to  the  Committee  are  contained  in 
paragraph  2  of  the  letter  Xo.  716  A.,  dated  the  23rd  December  1875, 
from  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Kevenue,  to  the  Secretary  to  the 
Government  of  Bengal,  Land  Revenue  Depai-tment,  and  in  paragraph  3 
of  letter  Xo.  219,  dated  the  26th  January  1876,  from  the  Secretary 
to  the  Gov3rnnient  of  Bengal,  to  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
flevenue. 

5.  The  Committee  of  .Maiiajeineiit  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara,  being 
a  supervisory  and  controlling  body,  was  naturally  expected,  we  respect- 
fully think,  to  have  a  voice  in  the  appointment  of  the  Mutwaii.  But 
the  father  of  the  new  Mutwaii  was  fully  aware  that  if  the  question 
of  his  son's  candidature  for  the  appointment  was  known,  a  great  opposi- 
tion would  be  raised  by  the  Shia  puljlic,  and  would  also  be  objected 
to  by  the  Committee  of  Management.  In  fact,  the  committee  address- 
ed a  letter,  in  the  beginning  of  1906,  to  the  Collector  of  Hooghly, 
to  enquire  whether  the  then  Mutwaii  had  applied  for  leave  and  had 
nominated  anybcxly  to  officiate  for  him.  This  letter,  we  think,  indicat- 
ed that  the  Committee  was  justly  interested  in  the  settlement  of  the 
question    of    a    successor     to    the     retiring    Mutwaii.        But,     as     it     was 


717 


against     the     interests     of     the    late     Miitwali,     he     is    reported     to    have 
purposely   ignored    the    Committee    in    tliis    eonnection. 

6.  As  to  the  power  of  the  Committee  to  appoint  the  Mutwali,  we 
would  respeetfuUy  invite  your  Excellency's  attention  to  section  22  of 
Act  XX  of  1803,  and  would  also  beg,  with  your  Excellency's  permis- 
sion, to  quote  the  following  extract  from  letter  No.  209A.,  dated  the 
8th  April  1875,  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  to  the 
Secretary  to  tlie  Government  of  Bengal,  Revenue  Department — "  I  am  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  point  out  that  when  once  a  Committee  is  consti- 
tuted, it  will  be  for  such  Committee  to  appoint  a  successor  on  the 
occurrence  of  a  vacancy  in  the  othce  of  the  Superintendent.  This  is 
evident,  if  section  7  of  Act  XX  of  1803,  be  read  together  with  sections 
13  and  14  of  Regulation  XIX  of  1810."  We  have  no  doubt  that  the 
above  facts  were  not  placed  before  Government  when  the  appointment 
of  the  new  Mutwali  was  under  consideration,  for  then  the  appointment 
would    not   have    been    made. 

7.  We  would  respectfully  beg  to  bring  to  your  Excellency's  notice 
that  the  question  as  to  whether  Khan  Bahadur  Maulvi  Saiyid  Ashraf- 
uddin  Ahmad,  the  father  of  the  new  Mutwalee  was  really  a  Shia  or 
not,  was  discussed  when  he  ofaered  himself  as  a  candidate  for  the 
post  in  1875.  The  Collector  of  Hooghly  and  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Bui'dwan  Division  both  held,  in  most  unequivocal  language,  that  he 
was  a  Sunni  and  that  as  such  his  religion  was  "  an  insuperable  obstacle 
to  his  appointment."  But  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Revenue,  in 
his  letter  No.  349A.,  dated  the  5th  June  1875,  relying  simply  on  the 
words  of  Munshi  Amir  Ali,  father  of  Mr.  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad  that 
"he  and  all  his  family  are  and  have  always  belonged  to  the  Shia 
sect."  recommended  his  appointment.  The  Shias,  however,  were  not 
prepared  to  accept  the  uncorroborated  testimony  of  a  father  in  favour 
of  his  son.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  family  was  a  Sunni  family  ; 
for,  besides  other  facts,  the  very  style  of  the  Sunni  graves  in  the 
family  burial  ground  of  Munshi  Amir  Ali  at  his  native  place  in 
Barh,  proclaims  the  fact  that  the  family  is  a  Sunni  family.  It  was, 
however,  not,  impossible  that  Munshi  Amir  Ali,  having  been  long  in 
the  service  of  the  late  King  of  Oudh,  had  turned  a  Shia,  and  his 
son  Mr.  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad,  had  also  become  a  convert  to  the  Shiaism, 
and  so  it  was  left  to  time  to  reveal  Mr.  Ashrafuddin's  faith,  and 
time  has  done  its  work,  and  events  and  circumstances  have  conclusively 
proved  him  to  be  a  Sunni.  The  events  and  circumstances  which  have 
proved    him    to   be    a    Sunni    are,    amongst    others,    the    folloAving  : — 

(a )  He    has    been    on    bitter     terms    with    the    Shia    em|)loy^s    of  the 

Imambara  ; 

(b)  He    l>uried    his    father,    Munshi    Amir    Ali,    as    a    Sunni  ; 

(c)  Pie    gave    the    hand    of    his    daughter    to    Salamat    Ali    Khan,    a 

Sunni    zamindar    of     Chittagong,    though    such   union  is  illegal 
under    Shia    law  ; 
(c/)  His    second    brother,    the  late    Afzal-ud-din    Ahmad,    >vas    buried 
as    a    Sunni,    though    Munshi     (afterwards    Nawab)    Amir   Ali 
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assured  the  member  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  that  all  the 
members     of     iiis     family     were    iShias  ; 

(e)  He  put  his  son,  the  new  Mutwali  under  Sunni  tutijrs  and 
never    taught    him    the    principles    of    the    Shia     religion  ; 

{J)  He    married    liis  son,  the    new    Mutwali,    in    a    Sunni    fainily  ; 

[g)  He  has  never  taken  any  interest  in  the  Shia  rites  and  cere- 
monies   observed    in    the    Imambara  ; 

{h)  He  has  been  holding  maulood  (Prophets  birthday  anniver- 
sary) in  the  Imambara  strictly  according  to  the  Sunni  style 
which    differ   entirely   from    the    Shia    style  ; 

{{)  He  has  tried,  in  his  writing,  to  show  that  the  testator 
Muhammad  Mohsin  was  not  a  pronounced  Shia,  but  had 
only  a  leaning  towards  Shiaism,  as  the  following  transla- 
tion from  page  71  of  his  book  named  "  Tabakat-i-Mohsinia  " 
will  fully  illustrate  : — "  In  religion  his  (Muhammad  Mohsin's) 
mind  was  very  much  inclined  to  jafari  (/.e.,  Shia) 
religion  ;" 

(y)  Not  long  ago  he  gave  offen«e  to  the  Shias  by  hanging  on  the 
door  of  tlie  Imambara  the  translation  of  a  Government 
notification,  in  which  the  word  "Tariff"  was  translated  by 
him  in  Persian  as  Jizia,  regarding  which  the  following 
letter  of  Colonel  Phillot,  a  great  Persian  scholar,  addressed 
to  Nawab    Syed    Nasir   Hussain,    will    speak   for   itself : — 


''  Board   of  Examiner's   Office, 
Calcutta   the   2oth  Jure   1909. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  word  Jizla  was  of  course  applied  to  a  poll-tax  levied 
on  Christians  and  Jews  (Ahl-i-Kitab).  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  word 
can  properly  be  applied  to  even  Hindus.  At  anj'  rate  it  cannot 
be  applied  to  Muslims.  In  the  Tajul  Lugat  "  Dictionar \^ "  the  following 
hadis  is  quoted — '  Laisa  Ala  Muslim-in  Jizytun.'  Perhaps  the  translator 
was   a   facetious   Sunni. 

Yours    sincerely, 

D.    C.   Phillot." 


We    hope   Your   Excellency    will    see     that     the  above    facts  entirely 

demolish    the  assurance   given    by    Munshi   Amir    Ali  to   the     Member     of 

the    Board    of    Revenue,    as    stated    above    that     "  he  and    all     his     family 
are    and    always    have    belonged    to   the    Shia    Sect." 

8.  The  Shia  public  submitted  to  Mutwallee  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad's 
appointment,  not  in  consideration  of  his  being  a  member  of  a  Shia 
family,  but  on  the  supposition  that  he  might  have  become  a  Shia. 
For  some  time  after  his  appointment  he  took  care  to  omceal  his  real 
feelings  ;  but  it  was  rather  late  when  'his  Sunnism  and  mismanagement 
became  established.  Then  there  was  grief  and  dissatisfaction  among 
the    Shias.      Their    feelings    were    ventilated     in     newspapers    and    formed 
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subject  of  discussion  in  the  tShia  community  and  in  the  different  Sliia 
Associations,  several  of  wliich  passed  resolutions  to  put  on  record  their 
sense  of  dissatisfaction.  There  was  constant  friction  between  the 
Mutwallee  and  the  >Shia  employes  of  the  hnambara.  Some  of  the 
members  of  the  Managing  Committee  were  also  dissatisfied  and  among 
them  the  late  Syed  Muhammad  Ali  Shoostari  and  Khan  Bahadur 
Maulvi  Dilwar  Hussain  Ahmad,  late  Inspector-General  of  Registration, 
were  so  much  dissatisfied  that  they  resigned  their  membership.  The 
only  hope    of  better   days   lay  in    the    retirement    of   the    later    Mutwallee. 

9.  We  submit  that  it  follows  as  a  law  of  natural  sequence,  that 
Mr.  Ali  Nawab.  being. /bvought.  up  in  the  company  of  his  father,  is  in 
reality  a  Sunni,  although  he  pi-etends  to  be  a  Shia,  for  the  sake  of 
ihs  lucrative  appointment  to  which  he  could  not  otherwise  aspire  by 
reason  of  his  education  and  ability  ;  his  mother  is  a  Sunni,  and  he  is 
himself  married  in  a  Sunni  family.  He  has  been  always  under  Sunni 
tutors,  to  minimise  which  important  fact  his  father  has  placed  him 
after  his  appointment,  under  a  Shia  employe  of  the  Imambara  to 
initiate  him  into  the  principles  of  the  Shia  religion,  though  apparently 
the  real  motive  is  to  reconcile  the  feelings  of  the  .  Shias.  He 
(Mr.  Ali  Nawab)  has  inserted  a  passage,  without  any  ,  comment,  on 
page  48  of  his  pamphlet  "  The  Centurial  Celebration  of  the  ^Mohsin 
Endowment,"  stating  that  the  testator,  Muhammad  Mohsin,  was  a 
Sunni. 

10.  Besides  the  sei'ious  objection  from  a  relisfious  point  of  view, 
the  new  ^lutwallee  is  unqualified  by  reason  of  his  youth  and  want  of 
pi-oper  education.  He  is  about  22  years  old,  and  knows  little  of 
English,  very  little  of  Persian  and  nothing  of  Arabic.  He  managed 
somehow  or  other,  to  reach  the  -Entrance  class  of  the  Hooghly 
Collegiate  School,  but  he  does  not  possess  even  the  qualifications  of  a 
student  of  that  class,  for  he  was  twice  plucked  in  the  Entrance 
Examination  of  the  Calcutta  University,  and  had  to  give  up  further 
attempt    in   that    direction. 

11.  ^\'e  are  told  that  the  late  Mutwallee  relies  on  his  long  service 
in  the  Imambara  and  on  his  loyalty  to  Government.  As  to  his 
claims  on  account  of  service  and  loj'alty  we  would  point  out  that  the 
^lutwallee  Syed  Keramat  Ali  had  longer  service  and  could  point  to 
greater  loyalty  which  he  showed  at  the  I'isk  of  his  life  by  safely 
conducting  Captain  ConoUy  through  Persia  and  Afghanistan,  and  Ijy 
serving  subsequently  in  the  Afghan  War.  He  did  not,  however,  think 
of  naming  any  one  of  his  kith  and  kin  for  the  post.  We  can  quote 
numerous  examples  in  which  loj'al  persons  have  been  told  by  Government 
to  qualify  their  sons  for  post  of  much  less  value.  The  pay  of  the 
Mutwallee  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  is  Rs.  650  a  month,  with  free 
quartm-s  and  other  advantages.  Any  claim  contraiy  to  the  Avise 
principles  laid  down  by  Government  for  conferring  posts  of  respon- 
sibility can  hardly  be  admitted,  specially  when  the  claim  is  calculated 
to  work  deti-imentally  to  a  religious  institution  of  which  Government 
is     only     the     Trustee.         The     late     Mutwali    has     got     a    pension,    and 
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that  is  tli(>  reward  of  his  hni{^  yand  woll-paid)  service,  ami  ho  has 
got  honour  aiul  title,  ami  thesi'  are  the  rewards  ol'  his  loyalty.  He 
juay  very  well  count  on  the  liherality  of  Govcirnnient  for  a  post 
suitable  to  his  son.  But  his  son  is  not  qualified  to  fill  the;  post 
of  the  Mutwali  (»f  tlu?  Hoorhly  Iniambara,  for  the  duties  of  the 
Mutwali  of  the  liooj-ldy  Imainljara  entail  serious  responsibilities.  He 
is  responsible  for  the  proper  observance  of  the  n^ligious  recital  in 
Arabic  and  Persian,  which  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  com- 
prehend. He  has  to  conduct  the  religious  rites  and  ceremonies  in 
a  manner  that  may  be  in  keeping  with  the  tShia  religion.  He  has 
to  keep  accounts  in  Persian,  which  he  does  not  know.  He  has  to 
control  a  large  number  of  servants.  He  has  to  supervise  the  duties 
of  the  officers  of  the  Imaml)ara.  He  has  to  disburse  large  sums 
of  money  with  care  and  good  discretion.  He  has  neither  the  years 
that    bring   discretion    nor    the    education    which    command    respect. 

12.  The  unfitness  of  the  new  Mutwali  to  do  the  work  of  his  post 
is  admitted  both  by  his  father  and  himself,  for  the  appointment  has 
been  made  subject  to  the  condition  that  the  father  will  usually  reside 
at  Hooghly  to  assist  his  sou  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  But  we 
submit  that  the  safeguard  so  provided  is  very  risky  and  jirecarious. 
Moreover  the  capacity  of  the  father  himself  to  do  the  work  properly  has 
never  been  of  a  convincing  nature,  and  he  has  failed  to  successfuUj' 
manage  the  institution  entrusted  to  his  care.  An  apprenticeship  under 
him  is  not  promising.  What  can  be  expected  from  a  son  who  is  to 
receive  his  training  from  a  father  whose  capacity  for  work,  we  regret 
to  say,  may  be  judged  better  by  reference  to  records  than  l)y  mere 
statements.  About  four  years  after  his  appointment  in  1875,  he  began 
to  draw  money  from  the  Iniambara  Treasury  and  from  1879  to  the 
end  of  1896,  he  drew  no  less  than  Rs.  55,934  on  the  allegation 
that  his  predecessor  used  to  do  so,  but  his  predecessor  di'ew  and 
repaid  small  amounts  on  two  or  three  occasions  only,  bequeathing 
to  the  Imambai-a  valuable  immoveable  property  and  a  large  library 
which  is  now,  unfortunately,  in  a  deplorable  and  decaying  condition. 
The  process  of  drawing  tlie  money  remained  a  sealed  letter  till  the 
cashier  of  the  Iniambara,  for  reasons  known  to  him,  filed  a  suit  in 
the  Court  oF  the  District  Judge  of  Hooghly  for  account.  The 
District  Judge  referred  the  matter  to  the  Committee  of  ^lanaofement 
of  the  Hooghly  Iniambara.  The  Committee,  on  the  alleged  want  of 
fund,  did  not  get  the  account  examined  by  a  competent  and  inde- 
pendent auditor,  though,  we  cannot  help  remarking,  thousands  of 
ru])ees  have  been  spent  on  items  which  were  neither  necessary  nor 
unavoidable.  As  the  ^lutwali  was  an  insolvent  and  had  given  no 
security,  it  was  only  right  to  have  the  accounts  audited.  The 
Committee,  however,  appointed  a  sub-committee  of  its  own  to  examine 
the  acoouuts.  The  sub-committee  reported  that  the  major  portion  of 
the  aforesaid  sum  had  been  repaid  Ijy  the  Mutwali  from  time 
to  time,  and  that  a  sum  of  Rs.  12,701-10-10  was  due  by  him.  Out 
of  this  sum  the  Mutwali  was  directed  bj^  the  Committee  to  pay 
Rs.  o,989-lH  by  instalments  of  Rs.  150  a  mouth,  and  the  remaining 
sum      of     Rs.     6,711-13-10      was     remitted     to     him     by     a     majority     of 
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the  members  of  the  Committee,  on  the  extraordinary  ground  that  the 
mutwali  luul  paid  the  sum  to  the  Imambara  by  way  of  nazarana 
(offerings),  for  wliich  he  claimed  credit  on  taking;  of  the  accounts. 
The  nazarana,  however,  was  said  to  consist  in  payment  by  the  mutwali 
to  needy  persons  and  such  other  items,  but  was  never  paid  in  cash 
and  so  the  amount  was  lost  to  the  Imambara  at  any  rate.  This  is 
not  all.  A  large  sum  of  money,  Rs.  19,764  was  received  as  com- 
pensation for  the  Imambara  land  acciuired  for  the  Kidderpore  Docks. 
This  sum,  if  invested,  would  have  made  good  the  loss  of  income 
occasioned  liy  the  acquisition  of  the  land '  but  the  whole  of  it  was 
unfortunately  spent  by  the  mutwali  for  so-called  religious  purposes,  on 
the  remarkable  allegation  ihat  the  income  from  the  aforesaid  three- 
ninths  share  fund  being  insufficient  to  meet  the  religious  expenses,  the 
money  was  borrowed  from  the  aforesaid  Kharij  Towleut  Fund,  to  be 
repaid  by  an  annual  instalment  of  Rs.  250.  Well  did  Mr.  P'inucane 
remark  in  his  letter  No.  716  T. — I^..  dated  the  11th  October  1898, 
addressed  to  the  ]\lembers  of  the  Committee  <jf  Management  of  the 
Hooghly  Imambara  : — "'Unless  the  preparation  of  a  budget  is  to  be  the 
means  of  equalizing  the  estimate  of  income  and  disbursements,  the 
formality  of  preparing  one  might  as  well  be  dispensed  with,  and  when 
a  deficit  is  deliberately  budgetted  for,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  not 
sui-prised  that  the  Committee  should  habitually  find  itself  in  a  state 
of  insolvency."  As  a  natural  sequence  to  such  management  by  the 
head  of  the  Imambara,  his  subordinates  continued  for  years  to  appro- 
priate to  their  own  use  large  sums  of  money  which  they  realized  as 
the  rents  of  the  Imambara  properties.  It  was  after  a  long  time  that 
the  Committee  of  ^lanagement  appointed  an  outsider,  named  Munshi 
KefayatuUah,  to  find  out  how  money  was  due  by  the  several  officers 
of  the  Imambara.  It  was  a  bad  time  for  the  Imambara,  but  it  was 
the  good  fortune  of  the  mutwali  that  the  members  of  the  Committee 
were  either  incapable  or  indulgent  towards  him,  and  that  Mr.  Amir 
Ali,  the  President  of  the  Committee,  was  a  friend  of  his  from  the  time 
he  put  up  'with  the  mutwali's  father  in  the  sixties,  and  was  too  busy 
in  his  professional  and  judicial  works  to  snare  sufficient  time  for  the 
affairs  of  the  Imambara.  The  old  record,  the  religious  paraphernalia 
and  valuable  library  have  all  been  allowed  to  fall  into  ruin  and  decay, 
as  may  be  easily  pro  -ed,  if  the  retiring  mutwali  be  ordered  to  make 
over  the  charge  properly.  The  continuance  of  the  new  mutwali  in 
office  is  calculated  to  bury  the  above  facts  into  oblivion  and  to  make 
mismanagement    ^vorse  by  furtlier  mismanagement. 

13.  We  would  further  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  Excellency 
that  the  mutwali  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  has  no  right  to  nominate 
his  successor.  The  question  was  clearly  set  at  rest  in  letter  No.  64  A., 
dated  the  8th  February  1875,  from  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Revenue,  to  the  Chief  Secretai-y  to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  Revenue 
Department,  in  paragraph  6  of  which  it  is  stated  : — "  The  mutwalis,  in 
fact,  a  servant  of  Government,  who  represent  both  mutwalis  under  the 
Trust,  and  is,  therefore,  no  moie  entitled  of  right  to  nominate  a  suc- 
cessor than  any  servant  on  the  Imambara  establishment."  The  Com- 
mittee   of   Management,    as    stated    in   paragraph    6    of   this     memorinl.  are 
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the  piTSoiis,  the  (iovernmeut  itself  has  dcciih'tl,  sliall  iioiiiiiiate  the 
mutwali  who  sliould  be  the  "  nhlest  and  most  ru/ktful,"  as  Kiid  down 
in    the    wakfnama    of    the    Testator. 

14.  We  may  also  he  allowed  to  state  that  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  wakfnama  and  the  policj'  of  Government  as  contained 
in  Government  letter  No.  501,  dated  23rd  August  1879,  tlie  pay  of 
the  Mutwalli  is  fixed  to  be  one-niuth  share  of  the  income  cf  the  Trust 
Estate,  and  therefore,  the  arrangement  by  which  the  formrir  Mutwalli  is 
to  get  half  of  one-ninth  as  his  pension  and  his  son,  the  other  half 
as  his  pay,  is  not  conformable  to  (jovernment  order,  and  is  perhaps 
suggested  by  the  former  Mutwalli  as  a  convenient  arrangement  to 
attain  the  object  he  has  had  in  view,  namely,  tlie  ^lutwalliship  of  the 
Hooghly    Imambara    for  his    son. 

15.  The  most  important  grounds,  amongst  others,  on  which  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  is  objected  to  by  the  Shias. 
may    be  shoi'tly    summed    up   as    follows  : — 

(a)  He  is    not,    we  honestly    believe,    and    liold,    a    JShia    as    respect- 

fully stated    in   paragraphs    7    and   [)    of    this    memorial. 

(b)  Even    if   he    were    a  Shia,    his    family     historj-,    his    antecedents, 

his  connections  are  all  Suunis,  in  consequence  of  which  he  is 
disqualified  for  the  post  of  the  Mutwalli  of  the  Imamljara 
as    held  by    the    vShia    Ulanias    in    the    annexed    Fatwas. 

(c)  He    cannot    claim    to    retain    the  post    as    of    right,    for   there    is 

nothing  to  support  such  a  claim,  either  in  Law  or  in  the 
Deed  of  Endowment. 

(d)  Under    sections    7    and    22     of    Act     XX     of     1863,    and    in    ac- 

cordance with  Government  letter  referred  to  in  paragi'aph  6 
of  the  memorial,  the  appointment  of  the  Mutwalli  rests  with 
the  Committee  of  Management,  to  whom,  however,  the  late 
Mutwalli    purposely    made    no  reference    in  the    matter. 

(e)  He  is    a    mere    youth   of    no   expei'ience    and    capacity    for   work, 

as   is    clear   from    the    fact    that    his     appointment    is    subject 
to    the     condition     that    his     father     is     to    reside  usually    in 
•  Hooghly   to   assist    him.     We    submit   that  the    administration 

of    the    Inianiliara    by    the     father     himself    has    been    a    total 
failure,    as    stated    in    paragraph    12    of   this  memorial. 
(/)  He    knows    only    a    little  of   JLnglish,  very  little    of  Persian    and 
nothing   of  Arabic.     He    twice    failed     to    pass    the    Entrance 
Examination. 

(g)  The  appointment  is  not  hereditary,  but  is  sui)ject  to  the  con- 
dition, as  laid  down  by  the  testator  in  the  deed  of  endow- 
ment, that  the  successor  to  the  Mutwallis  should  be  the 
"  ablest  and  the  most  rightful "  man,  a  condition  which,  we 
respectfuUj-  submit,  proves  the  necessity  of  selecting  the 
best    available    Shia    Muhamniadan. 

16.  We  fervently  hope  that  Your  Excellency  will  lie  graciously 
pleased    on  a    consideration    of   the    facts     we     have    placed     before    Your 
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Excellency,  to  pass  such  orders  as  will  enable  us  to  enjoy  our  rights 
with  good  conscience,  in  peace  and  in  harmony,  a  blessing  which  happily 
every   one    enjoys    in    the    benign    British    rule. 

17.  We  pray  that  Your  Excellency  will  be  graciously  pleased  to 
order  the  appointment  of  a  Shia  Mutwalli  of  undoubted  Shia  descent, 
of  admitted  Shia  belief,  of  education  and  ability  and  thus  put  an  end 
to  grave  dissatisfaction,  and  confer  on  the  Shias  a  boon  which  they  will 
ever   remember   with   boundless   gratitude. 

And  your  Excellency's  humble  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will 
ever   pray. 

SHAIKH   MAHMUD   GILANl  AND   OTHERS. 
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No.  221. 

Transferred  to  the  Government  of  Bengal  for  favour  of  disposal, 
in  continuation  of  the  Home  Department  endorsement  No.  1473,  dated 
11th    December    1908. 

Bj'    order,    etc., 

(Sd.)    P.    W.   MoNiE. 
Under-Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India, 

Home   Department 

(Judicial) 

Calcutta,    the    11th    February    1909. 


From 

The    President,    Hooglily    Imambarah    Defence    Committee, 


To 


The    Private    Secretary    to    His    Excellency    the    Viceroy. 

23,    Lower    Chitpore    Road, 
Calcutta,    the    30th    January    1909. 


SiK, 


In  continuation  of  my  letter  dated  the  2l8t  instant  forwarding 
four  copies  of  the  Memorial  from  the  Shias  of  India  regarding  the 
Mutwalliship  of  Mr.  AH  Nawalj,  I  have  the  honour  to  send  you  a 
copj'  of  another  telegram  which  I  have  received  from  the  President, 
All  India  Shia  Conference,  and  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  forward 
the    same    to   the    Home    Department    for    official   consideration. 

I    have    the    honour   to   be, 
Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servant. 

(Sd.)    Shamsul-ulama    Shaikh   Maiimud   Gilani. 
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Copy    of    a    telegram    from    Lucknow. 

To   President,    liooghly   Imambara   Defence. 

26th    .January    1901), 
23,  Lower  Chitpore  Road,   Calcutta. 

In  last  meeting  all  India  Shias'  Confei'ence  consisting  five  thousand 
representative  Shias  from  all  India  liave  protested  against  the  appoint- 
ment of  Ali  Naw^ab,  Superintendent,  Hooghly  Imamljara.  Conference 
have  fully  supported  your  Committee  in  their  patriotic  efforts,  hoping 
you  will  convey  our  anxiety  and  desire  to  Government.  Shias  fully 
claim    that    our    benign    Government    will    remove    complaint    cause. 

N.iJMUI.     HUSSAIN     MUJTAHII), 

Pi-esident,    Conference. 
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No.    717,    dated    Calcutta,    the    13th    February    1909. 

From — A.    H.    Ley,    Esq.,    i.c.s.,  Under-Secretary   to    the    Govern- 
ment of    Bencral,    Revenue    Department, 

To — The    Commissioner    of   the    Bui'dwan    Division. 

I  am  directed  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  memorial  dated 
the  21st  January  1909,  from  Shams-ul-nlama  Shaikh  Mahmud  Gilani 
and  others,  addressed  to  the  Government  of  India,  appealing  against 
the  appointment  of  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  as  the  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara.  I  am  to  request  that  the  present  mutwalli  or  his  father 
may  be  asked  for  a  report  on  the  allegations  made  in  the  memorial 
which  personally  concern  them,  viz.,  those  referre4  to  in  sub-paragraphs 
(a),  (b)  and  (/)  of  paragraph  15  of  the  memorial.  I  am  to  add  that 
the  mutwalli  or  his  father,  would  be  at  liberty  to  note  on  any  other 
points    referred    to    in    the    memorial    which    they    think    proper. 
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Dati'd    Calcutta,    the    27th    February    1909. 

From— SHAMs-ri.-n.AMA     Shaikh        ^lAiiMri)      Gilani,     President, 
Hooghly    Iiuaniliara    DoCence    Association, 

To — The   Chief    .Secretary  to    the   Government   of   Bengal,  Revenue 
Dei)artment. 

In  continuation  of  my  letter  dated  the  22nd  January  1909.  I  liave 
the  honour  to  send  you  herewith  a.  copy  of  the  legal  opinion  of 
Messrs.  C.  P.  Hill  and  Rasool.  in  reference  to  paragraph  6  of  the 
memorial  which  I  liave  submitted  with  my  aforesaid  letter  and  to 
respectfully  request  you  to  be  so  kind  as  to  append  this  opinion  with 
the  said  memorial,  so  that  both  the  memorial  and  the  legal  opinion  be 
placed    before   His    Honour   at    one    and   the    same    time. 


OPINION. 


In  our  opinion  the  appointment  l)y  Government  of  Saiyid  Ali 
Nawab  is  not  a  valid  appointment,  and  is  liable  to  be  set  aside  by 
proceedings  taken  in  the  Civil  Coui-t  under  section  92  of  the  Civil 
Procedure  Code.  By  section  2,  Regulation  19  of  1810,  the  general 
superintendence  of  all  lands  granted  for  the  support  of  mosques,  etc., 
was  vested  in  the  Boai-d  of  Revenue.  By  section  12  of  the  said 
Regulation  the  Local  Agents  were  required  to  report  vacancies  to  the  said 
Board  and  to  enquii-e  how  the  succession  was  regulated,  i.e.,  whether  the 
succession  had  been  by  inheritance  or  whether  the  successor  had  been 
nominated  by  the  founder  or  his  heir  or  representative  or  by  any  officer 
or  representative  of  Government  or  directly  by  the  Government  itself 
In  those  cases  in  "vhich  the  nomination  had  usually  rested  with  the 
Government,  or  of  right  appertained  to  Government  in  consequence  of 
no  private  person  being  competent  and  entitled  to  make  sufficient 
provision  for  the  succession  to  the  trust,  the  Local  Agents  were  em- 
powered by  section  13  of  the  Regulation  to  propose  for  the  approval 
of  the  Board,  a  fit  person  tn  be  a  trustee,  and  section  14  of  tin;  said 
Regulation  authorized  the  Board,  to  appoint  such  person  or  to  make 
such  other  provision  for  the  trust,  superintendence  and  management  as 
might  be  right  and  fit  with  reference  to  the  nature  and  condition  of 
the  endowment.  The  question  of  the  right  of  Government  to  dismiss 
a  trustee  was  raised  in  the  case  of  Wasik  Ali  Khan  versus  Govern- 
ment, reported  in  5  S.  D.  R.,  page  363  (which  related  to  this  very 
endowment)    and    it    was    decided    in   favour    of   Government. 

And  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Government  continued  to  control 
the  affairs  of  this  endowment  and  considered  itself  entitled  to  appoint 
trustees    thereof    under    the    provisions   of    the    Regulation. 

The  Religious  Endowment  Act,  1863.  divided  endowments  into  two 
classes,  viz.,  (1)  those  in  which  the  nomination  of  the  trustee  was  vested 
in    or   might    be  exercised    by    the    Government,   and    (2)    those    in     which 
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the  nomination  oi'  the  trustee  was  not  vested  in,  or  exercised  by  the 
Government, — see  sections  3  tind  1  oi'  the  Act  of  18(33.  As  regards 
the  second  cUiss,  it  was  provided  by  section  4  that  the  powers  of  the 
Board  sh  mid  cease  on  the  transfer  of  the  trust  property  to  the 
trustees  except  as  regards  sueh  of  trust  property  as  was  devoted  to 
secular  jiurposes  in  regard  to  whicli  provision  was  made  for  the 
continuance    of    the    Board's    control    by    section    21. 

As  regards  the  first  class,  Government  was  directed  by  section  7 
to  appoint  once  for  all  a  Committee  to  exercise  the  Board's  powers, 
to  whom  by  section  12,  the  trust  property  other  tlian  that  referred  to 
in  section  21,  was  to  be  transferred,  and  in  such  transfer  the  Board's 
powers  "were  to  cease  and  determine.  Section  22  declared  that,  except 
as  jirovided  by  the  Act  («'.  e.  under  Section  21),  it  should  not  be 
lawful  for  the  Government  or  any  officer  thereof  in  his  official  capacity 
inter  alia  to  nominate  or  appoint  any  trustee,  manager  or  superinten- 
dent of  the  trust  property.  Government  considered  that  this  endow- 
ment was  of  a  class  specified  in  section  3,  and  in  1875  appointed  a 
committee  to  superintend  the  affairs  of  the  endowment,  yet  notwithstand- 
ing the  appointment  of  such  committee  and  after  such  appointment 
the    Government    appointed  the    late    mutwalli. 

The  Committee  had  at  that  time  been  recently  appointed,  and  we 
are  informed  that  it  had  not  taken  charge  of  the  property,  and  it  may 
well  be  that  the  Board  had  not  then  transferred  the  trust  estate  to 
the  Committee.  If  it  had  done  so,  the  appointment  of  the  late 
mutwali  by  Government  would,  in  our  opinion,  have  been  ultra  vires 
and  invalid.  In  the  circumstances  above  mentioned,  however,  this 
appointment  was  not  challenged,  but  this,  omission  on  the  part  of  the 
Committee  would  not  entitle  Government  to  act  in  contravention  of  the 
express  prohibition  contained  in  section  22,  and  the  non-existence  of  a 
complete  Committee  at  the  present  time  would  not  revive  the  powers 
of  the  Government  or  justify  Government  in  disregarding  the  prohibi- 
tion   contained    in    section    22. 

If  no  complete  Committee  was  in  existence  when  the  appointment 
of  Saiyid  Ali  ]^awab  was  made,  the  Civil  Court,  and  the  Civil  Court 
alone,    would    in   our   opinion    have    power    to    aj^point   a    new   trustee. 

2.  The  vacancies  in  the  Committee  not  having  been  tilled  up,  we 
think  that  at  present  the  appointment  of  a  ^lutwalli  rests  with  the 
court. 

3  ct  4.  There  is  no  provision  in  the  towleutnamah  as  to  the 
qualifications  of  a  mutwali  exce{  t  that  he  should  be  able  and  righteous. 
Section  8  of  Act  20  of  1863,  provides  that  members  of  the  Committee 
shall  be  appointed  from  among  persons  professing  the  religion  for  the 
purposes  of  which  the  moscpie  or  the  religious  establishment  was 
founded  or  is  now  maintained.  Hajee  Mohsin  was  admittedly  a  Shia, 
and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  religion  for  the  purposes  of  which 
the  Hooo-hly  Tmambai-a  was  founded  was  the  religion  professed  by  the 
Shias.  The  Towleutnaniah  imposes  on  the  ]\Iutwali  the  duty  inter  alia 
of  performing  the  Fatiha,  iriter  alia  to  the  Imams,  a  ceremony  wliich 
would     be      repugnant     to     a     Sunni     and      though       ordinarily     sectarian 
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UillViviK'i'S  would  not  constitute  a  disciiialificatiou  for  tlio  inutwalliship, 
yet  wlirii  services  special  to  one  sect  are  prescrilicd.  the  court 
would  not  ordinai-ily  appoint  a  nieudier  of  andtlier  sect,  see  iSishencliand 
liaswanli    rersns    Saiyid    Nader    llossam,    L.     [[.,     lol.    A.    I.  1^. 

").  This  is  the  (luestion  of  fact  which  will  have  to  he  decided  by 
the  Court  trying'  the  case.  Tlie  general  o[iinion  of  the  Shia  community 
on    this    jioint    will    not,   in    our    opinion,   he    of    much    vahie. 

6.  The  Mutwalli's  remuneration  is  fixed  by  the  Towleutnamah,  and 
neither  the  Government  nor  the  Committee  have,  in  our  opinion,  any 
power  to  increase  or  diminish  the  amount  so  fixed.  The  Court  might 
possibly  do  so  in  framing  a  scheme  for  the  management  of  the 
trust,  but  an  alteration  of  the  remuneration  fixed  by  the  deed  of 
endowment  is  not  within  the  competency  of  the  Government  or  of  the 
Committee. 

(Sd.)  C.  P.    HILL 
(Sd.)  A.  RASUL, 
The    17th    February    1909. 
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Dated    Tollyganj,    tlio    8th    March    1909. 

From — MiRZA  Agha    Zakik    Am    (o£     Mysore     Family),    Barrister- 
at-Law.  Secretary,    Shia   Association, 

To — The     Chief      Secretary      to     the      Government     of      Bengal, 
Revenue    Department. 

I  received  your  letter  No.  261,  Revenue  Department  (Miscellaneous), 
dated  the  1.5th  January  1909,  on  the  10th  February  last,  the  letter 
having  been  miscarried  owing  to  the  wrong  address.  I  am  sorry,  as 
I    was    not    keeping    very    well,    I    could    not    reply    to   it  earlier. 

I  am  afraid,  in  my  representation  I  have  not  been  sufficiently 
plain,  or  else  the  reply  would  have  been  more  favourable.  The  pro- 
fession of  my  faith  cou|)led  with  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  demands 
that  I  should  do  my  duty — duty  to  the  Government  by  submitting  to 
it  for  reconsideration  what  I  sincerely  think  it  ought  to  reconsider  in 
the  interest  of  justice  and  equity,  and  duty  to  the  faith  I  profess  by 
seeing  that  under  the  all-protecting^  care  of  the  Government  its  rights 
are  not  encroached  upon.  Actuated  by  these  feelings,  I  once  again 
approach  the  Government  with  a  detailed  and  sufficiently  plain  exposi- 
tion of  the  whole  matter,  and  as  the  memorial  from  the  Shia  commu- 
nity is  still  under  consideration,  if  you  kindly  explain  the  followmg 
facts  to  His  Honour,  I  doubt  not  but  that  His  Honour  will  see  that 
matters  have  not  either  been  fully  reported  to  Sir  Andrew  Fraser  or 
grossly  misrepresented  to  him,  when  the  question  about  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mutwalli  came  up  for  disposal.  The  following  are  briefly  the 
true    statement    of  the    whole    aftair. 

In  1806,  Muhammad  Mohsin,  a  Shia  gentleman  of  Persia,  created 
a  w^akf  and  appointed  two  mutwallis.  Rajab  Ali  Khan  and  Shakir 
Ali  Khan  (l)oth  Shias),  to  administer  the  wakf  estate  and  superin- 
tend thi'  p'^.rformanco  of  certain  religious  rites  at  his  Imambara  at 
Hooghly.  The  mutwallis  after  his  death  proved  to  be  untrustworthy,  and 
Government  attached  the  estate  under  Regulation  XIX  of  1810. 
Without  entering  into  tlie  justification  of  this  jirocedure  I  statj  what 
transpired. 

Under  the  Regulation  XIX  of  1810,  the  Board  of  Revenue  took 
chai-ge  of  tlie  estate  and  the  general  superintendence  of  the  land 
under  the  wakf  with  the  appointment  of  Mutwalli  passed  to  them 
[vide  section  2  of  the  Regulation).  Under  this  Board  and  to  help  it 
to  cany  oat  the  work  entrusted  to  it,  was  appointed  the  Local  Agent 
[vide  section  8  of  the  Regulation)  whose  duties  were  to  ascertain  the 
particulars  of  all  endowments,  to  report  the  names  of  the  managers  of 
the  institutions  with  the  authority  under  which  t!iey  were  appointed 
{vide  sections  10  and  11  of  the  Regulation),  to  report  all  vacancies 
with  full  informitions  as  to  the  pretensions  of  claimants,  and  to 
recommend  fit  persons,  where  nomination  vested  in  and  devolved  upon 
the     Government     {vide    sections     12     and    13     of     the    RegulatinnV     This 
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continued  to  ho  tlio  state  o[  alfiiirs  till  1S()8  when  Act  XX  of  1<S6?> 
was   passed. 

Under  the  Act  XX  oE  1S()3,  Governnn'iit  divested  itsrU'  m[  all  the 
powers,  duties  ,und  obligations  which  passed  to  it  by  the  Regulation 
XIX  of  1810  (vide  the  preamble  and  section  22  of  Act  XX  of  1863). 
These  powers,  duties  and  obligations,  after  the  ))assing  of  the  Act, 
passed  on  to  the  Committee  of  Management,  which  thenceforth  had 
the  sole  powers  to  appoint  the  Mutwallis  on  a  vacancy  occurring 
(vide   section    7    of  the   Act). 

Under  the  circumstances  I  beg  you  to  kindly  put  the  whole 
matter  before  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  with  your  kind 
recommendations  and  explanations  and  lend  the  whole  Shia  community 
your  aid  in  the  course  of  justice  and  equitj'  and  in  the  furtherance 
of   a   just    claim. 
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No.  442,  dated  Calcutta,  the   19th  March   1909. 

From — G.   B.   H.     Fbll,   i.c.s.,  Deputy  Secretary  to  the  Government  of 
India.  Home  Department. 

To — The    Chief    Secretary    to    the    Government    of    Bengal,     Revenue 
Department. 

The  Government  of  India  have  received  from  Sheikh  Muhammad 
Gilani  and  others  a  copy  of  a  memorial,  dated  the  21st  January  1909, 
protesting  against  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Ali  Nawab  as  Mutwalli  of  the 
Hooghly  Imambara.  The  original  memorial  has.  they  understand,  been 
submitted  through  the  Government  of  Bengal.  I  am  directed  to  request 
that,  with  the  Lieutenant-Govei'nnor's  permission,  the  Government  of 
India    may    be    furnished    with    a    report  as    to   the    facts    of    the    case. 
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No.   1723. 

Government  of  Bengal, 
Revenue  Department. 

To 

The  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India, 

Home  Department. 

Dated  the   29th  ]\Iarch  1909. 

Sir, 

With  reference  to  your  letter  No  442,  dated  the  19th  instant 
I  am  dii'ected  to  state  for  present  information  that  the  memorial  of 
the  Shia  Mahomedan  community  protesting  against  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Ali  Nawab  as  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  is  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor.  The  memorialists  have  raised 
the  question  of  the  legal  competence  of  this  Government  to  make  the 
appointment  and  this  has  involved  a  long  investigation  of  the  legal 
historj". 

I    have,    etc., 
(Sd.)    Illlegible. 
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No.    273    T.— R.,    dated    Darjeeling,    the    27th    April    1909. 

From — F.    W.    Duke,    Esq.,    i.c.s.,    Offg.    Chief    Secretaiy     to    the 
Government     of    Bengal,    Revenue    Department. 

To — The    Commissioner    of   the    Burdwan   Division. 

I  am  directed  to  forward  a  copy  of  a  memorial,  dated  the  21st 
January  1909,  from  Shams-ul-ulama  Shaikh  Mahmud  Gilani  and  others, 
addressed  to  the  Goxernment  of  India  appealing  against  the  orders  of 
this  Government  appointing  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  to  be  the  Mutwali  of 
the  Hooghly  Imambara.  I  am  to  request  that  the  Mutwali  may  be 
asked  to  submit,  in  consultation  with  his  father,  the  late  Mutwali,  any 
remarks  which  he  may  desire  to  make.  The  Lieutenant-Governor 
does  not  propose  to  go  behind  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab's  own  express 
declaration  that  he  belongs  to  the  Shia  religion,  but  he  is  at  liberty  to 
make  any  observations  on  this  point  that  may  seem  to  him  to  be 
required. 

2.  I  am  also  to  request  that  in  submitting  the  remarks  of  the 
Mutwali  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  favour  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
with    your    own    opinion    in    the    matter. 
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No.    336  T.— R..    dated    Darjecling,    the   30th    April   1909. 

From — F.    W.    Duke.    Ef<Q.,     i.c.s.,    Offg.    Chief    Secretary   to    the 
Government    of    Bengal,    Revenue    Department, 

To — The    Secretarj^    to   the    Government    of    India,    Home    Depart- 
ment. 

With     reference     to     your     endorsement     No.     221.     dated     the     11th 
February     1909,     I     am    directed    to    state    that     a    memorial,     dated    the 
21st      January     1909,     addressed       to      His      Excellency     the      Governor- 
General,    was    submitted    to    this    Government    by    Shams-ul-ulama    Shaikh 
Mahmud      Gilani      and     others,     members     of      the     Shia      Muhammadan 
community.       It    was    an    appeal   against    the    orders    of     this     Government 
appointing    Saiyid     Ali   Nawab     to   be     ]\Iutwalli    of    the    Hooghly    Imam- 
bara    on    the    retirement    of   his    father.       While    the   memorial     was    under 
consideration    two   letters    were    received  enclosing   the  opinion    of   Counsel 
of   good    standing   to    the    effect    that    Government     has    no   legal    right   to 
appoint    the    Mutwalli    and    that     the    right    of    appointment    vests    in     the 
Committee    of   Management    appointed    under    Act    XX    of    1863.       If   this 
opinion     be     correct.     Government     will     have     to     divest     itself     of     all 
concern    with    the    management    of   the     Imambara     and    the     appointment 
of   its    officers  ;    and    the    appointment    of    Saiyid    Ali    Xawab    as    Mutwali 
will    be    void.       This    raises     in    a    direct   and    acute     form    a    very    serious 
question    which    it     has    hitherto    been    the    object    of   Government    and    of 
the   leaders    of    the     Muhammadan    community    to     avoid    but    which    must 
now    be    faced.       It    has    been    dec«ided    to    obtain     the    best    legal    advice 
on    the    questions    involved    and,  in    the  absence    of    the    Advocate-General, 
the     Legal     Remembrancer     has     been     instructed    to    consult     the     most 
eminent     Counsel     now    in     Calcutta.       On     receipt     of    his     opinion,     the 
Government    of    India    will    be    addressed    further    on    the    subject. 
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No.    337T.— R..    dated    Darjeeling,    the    30th    April    1909. 

From — F.    W.    Uukk,    Esq.,    i.c.s.,     Oftg.    Chief    Secretary    to    the 
Government    of   Bengal,   Revenue    Department, 

To — The    Superintendent    and    Remombrancor    of    Legal  Affairs. 

I  am  directed  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor's 
order  dated  the  24th  April  1909,  on  this  office  file  about  memorials 
against  the  appointment  of  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  as  Mutwallee  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara,  which  is  forwarded  herewith  and  to  request  that  you  will 
be  so  good  as  to  take  counsel's  o])inion  on  the  subject  as -desired  by  His 
Honour. 
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No.    20  R.  G.,    dated    Chinsura,    the   27th   May    1909. 

From — D.    J.    MAf'i'iiKK80N,  Esq.,  c.i.e.,   i.c.s.,  Commissioner  of  the 

* 
Rurdwaii    Division. 

To — The  Chief    Secretary   to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  Revenue 
Department. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  No.  273  T.— R.,  dated  the  27th  April  1909,  I 
have  the  honour  to  enclose  copy  of  a  letter  No.  51,  dated  the  20th  ins- 
tant, with  enclosures,  from  the  Collector  and  Local  Agent,  Mohsin  Endow- 
ment, Hooghly,  forwarding  the  remarks  of  Maulvi  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab,  the 
Mutwali  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara,  and  of  his  father,  the  late  Mutwali, 
upon  the  memorial,  dated  the  21st  January  1909,  which  has  been 
addressed  to  the  Government  of  India  appealing  against  the  order 
appointing   Maulvi    Saiyid   Ali    Nawab    to   the    office   of    Mutwali. 


No.    51— VI-2,    dated    Chinsura,   the   20th   May  1909. 
From — B.  De,  Esq.,  i.c.s..    Collector   and  Local  Agent,  Hooghly, 
To — The    Commissioner    of    the    Burdwan    Division, 

With  reference  to  your  memorandum  No.  1  R.  G,  dated  the  3rd  May, 
forwarding  Government  letter  No.  273  T. — R.,  dated  the  27th  ultimo, 
forwarding  a  memorial  from  Shaikh  Mahmud  Gilani  and  others  against 
the  orders  of  the  Government,  appointing  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  to  be  the 
Mutwali  of  the  Hooghly  Imambarah,  I  beg  to  submit  herewith  the 
Mutwali  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara's  letter  No.  291,  dated  this  day,  with 
its  enclosures,  and  also  a  note  of  Nawalizada  Sayid  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad, 
Khan    Bahadur,    late    Mutwallee,    with    its    enclosures. 


No.    291,    dated    Hooghly,    the    20th    May    1909. 

From — Maulvi    Saiyid    Ali    Nawab,    Mutwallee     of    the    Hooghly 

Imambara, 
To — The    Collector    and    Local    Agent,   Hooj^hly. 

In  compliance  with  your  memorandum  No.  32  of  the  6th  instant, 
and  in  deference  to  the  order  of  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 
I  have  the  honour  to  sulimit  the  two  statements  with  enclosures, 
marked  A  and  B,  in  reply  to  tlie  Shia  memorial  with  a  hope  that  you 
may  be  pleased  to  forward  them  with  your  own  remarks  in  a  confiden- 
tial  cover   to   our    benign    and    just    Government. 


Copy    of   the    new    Mutwalli's    (Maulvi    Saijnd    Ali    Nawab's)    remarks, 
dated    the    17th    May    1909,    on    the    Shia    memorial. 

I  submit  my  remarks  on  the  very  long  memorial  against  my 
appointment  as  mutwali.  The  memorial  is  full  of  irrelevant  matter, 
which,  I  submit,  do  not  require  any  explanation.  From  the  memo- 
rial   I    find     that     the    applicants    have     urged     three     objections    to     my 
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appointment  :  (a)  that  1  am  not  a  8hia,  [b)  that  I  have  no  experience, 
(c)  that  I  am  not  sufficiently  educated  to  understand  and  perform  the 
duties   of  a   umtwali. 

With  regard  to  the  first  oiijection,  1  am  not  required  by  Govern- 
ment to  explain  as  my  own  open  declaration  that  I  am  a  Shia  has 
been  considered  sufficient.  But  though  I  am  not  required  to  explain 
the  first  objection,  yet  I  take  the  opportunity  of  solemnly  declaring 
that  I  have  been  brought  up  as  a  Shia,  and  that  I  am  Shia,  and  I 
shall    remain    a    Shia. 

2.  With  regard  to  the  second  objection,  that  I  have  no  ex- 
perience, I  submit  that  the  duties  of  the  Mutwali  do  not  require 
any  large  worldly  experience.  The  principal  duty  of  the  ^lutwali  is 
to  supervise  the  performance  of  the  different  religious  ceremonies, 
according  to  the  Shia  tenets,  and  he  has  also  to  supervise  the 
expenditure  of  that  portion  of  the  fund  which  is  kept  exclusively  for 
that  purpose,  namely,  about  Rs.  36,000  a  year.  I  would  here  beg  to 
state  that  1  was  born  in  the  Hooghly  Imambara  building,  and  from 
my  earliest  years  have  been  in  the  midst  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara 
religious  ceremonies,  and  from  the  time  I  attained  age  of  discretion 
I  began  to  be  acquainted  with  the  methods  of  the  Imambara  manage- 
ment, and  I  have  always  assisted  my  father  in  the  performance  of 
his  duty.  I  have  also  acted  for  him  on  more  than  one  occasion 
during  his  absence  on  leave.  Not  a  single  act  of  mine  has  been 
found  fault  with  during  the  several  times  I  officiated.  I  claim  that 
in  point  of  experience  I  am  a  fitter  man  than  an  outsider  ;  in 
connection  with  my  alleged  inexperience  it  may  be  said  that  I  am 
young  in  age,  I  am  24  years  and  a  few  months,  but  when  my 
father  was  appointed  he  was  only  20,  and  the  fifth  Mutwali,  Syed 
Zainuddin  Hussain  Khan,  was  only  18  years  of  age  when  he  was 
appointed.  The  above  two  appointments  clearly  show  that  there  is  no 
restriction  as  regards  age,  as  a  condition  precedent  for  this  appoint- 
ment. I  have  now  been  acting  as  a  Mutwali  since  five  and-a-half 
months,  and  I  am  in  a  position  confidently  to  say  that  my  manage- 
ment during  this  period  has  been  satisfactory.  During  the  above 
period  the  most  important  religious  occasion  was  the  performance  of 
the  important  duties  of  the  Mutwali  in  connection  with  the  last 
Muhurram.  The  Government  can  ascertain  from  the  Collector  of 
Hooghly  whether  all  the  arrangements  on  that  occasion  were  satis- 
factory. I  feel  sure  that  the  Collector  will  report  that  in  spite  of 
the  intrigues  of  some  people  who  were  trying  to  cnjate  unpleasantness 
and  disturbances,  in  order  that  I  may  be  found  fault  with,  the 
]\Iuliurrum  passed  away  '  in  peace.  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  my 
Muhurrum    report    which    I    submitted    to   the    Collector. 

3.  The  third  objection  is  want  of  education.  No  university  degree 
is  required'  for  the  Mutwalliship.  I  know  the  English  language  suffi- 
ciently well  to  conduct  the  Imambara  affairs.  The  accounts  are  kept 
both  in  Englisli  and  vernacular,  and  I  -know  English  certainly  very 
much  more  than  is  required  for  the  English  accounts.  I  can  con- 
verse   in    English,    and    I   am   also   able    to   correspond    in     that    language 
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without  any  dillioulty.  'J'lu^  Miitwali  is  nu\  a  iiiujtaliitl  or  a  posli- 
iieiiiaz.  Ill'  is  not  rfqiiirt'd  to  Icail  liu^  prayer  or  preacli  on  the 
pulpit,  as  I'or  tliat  purpose  a  posh-noniaz  and  few  other  zakarins  and 
hadis  khans  are  always  p^rosent,  and  they  are  the  perinanrnt  paid 
employes  of  the  Hooghly  linanibara.  It  is  alleged  that  I  am  not  an 
Arabic  scholar  ;  there  is  not  a  Muhammadan  ol'  any  decent  family 
who  does  know  the  ritual  in  the  original  Arabic  language,  and  I 
am    wi'U    versed    in    that. 

■t.  1  beg  to  submit  that  in  the  opinion  of  all  reasonable  men 
amongst  Sliias  and  8unnis  the  principal  qualifications  for  the  post  of 
mutwali  of  an  important  institution  are  good  birth,  sobriety,  honesty 
and  firnmess  of  character.  As  no  allegation  has  been  made  against 
me  in  respect  of  any  of  these  qualifications,  I  am  entitled  to  presume 
that    in    these    respects    I    am    well-qualified    for    the    post. 

5.  I  beg  further  to  submit  that  the  agitators  not  content  with 
casting  slur  against  me  and  my  father,  have  ventured  to  vilify  the 
memory  of  my  deceased  grandfather,  the  late  Nawab  Amir  Ali,  Khan 
Bahadur,  c.i.e.,  of  the  Mutiny  fame.  The  record  in  the  Government 
office  will  prove  the  sacrifices  made  by  the  late  Nawab,  and  the 
distinguished  and  loyal  services  rendered  by  him  to  the  British 
Government  ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  unjust  on  the  part  of  the  commu- 
nity to  which  he  belonged  and  for  which  he  did  so  much  in  his 
lifetime,    to    vilify    his    memory. 

6.  It  is  urged  in  the  memorial  that  the  Government  has  no 
authority  under  the  law  to  make  the  appointment  of  the  mutwali  for 
whicli  it  has  obtained  legal  opinion.  It  is  a  fact  that  Counsels  give 
opinion  according  to  the  facts  that  are  laid  before  them.  Is  it  not, 
therefore,  possible  that  the  learned  Barristers  may  Lave  been 
influenced  on  misrepresentation  of  facts,  and  thus  inisled  into  giving 
an  opinion  adverse  to  Government  interest,  and,  therefore,  adverse  to 
the    ]\Ioli.sin  Endowment    and    to   its    IMutwalli. 

7.  In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  copies  of  my  certi- 
ficates and  a  printed  pamphlet,  from  which  the  Government  will 
kindly  see  that  my  appointment  as  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly  Imainbara 
has  given  entire  satisfaction  to  all  sects  and  creeds  in  s])ite  of  this 
unhappy    agitation. 


Copy  of  the  old  Mutwalli's   (Nawabzada   Saiyid  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad's) 
remarks,    dated    the    19th    May    1909,    on    the    Shia   Memorial. 

Reply  to  paragraph  1. — (1.)  That  it  is  not  true  that  all  the  Shias 
are  agitated  against  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab's  appointment  as  the  Mutwalli 
of  the  Hooghly  Imambara,  as  many  of  them  have  been  induced  to 
join  this  movement  by  means  of  bogus  telegrams  and  letters  from  those 
interested  people  who  are  the  candidates  or  relatives  and  friends  of  the 
candidates    for    the    said    post. 

(2)  That  if  Saiyid  Aehrafuddin's  management  of  nearly  34  years' 
standing   was    objectionable    and  unsatisfactory,    why  did  the   memorialists 
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not      apply      to     the      Government,      or     to      the     Court,      during    these 
years. 

(3)  That  it  is  not  a  fact  that  the  Government  has  hastily  appointed 
Saiyid  AH  Nawab  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  done  in  consultation 
with  the  Board,  and  after  due  consideration  since  1907,  of  the 
mutwalli's  previous  applications,  and  other  correspondence  on  the 
subject. 

Reply  to  paragraph  2. — (1.)  That  the  so-called  public  meeting  of 
the  Shias  held  on  the  14th  of  December  1908,  was  chiefly  attended  by 
those  who  were  and  are  the  candidates  and  their  followers,  and 
also  by  Mirza  Shujat  AH  Khan  Bahadur,  vSahebzada  Gholam  Mohammad 
aud  Saiyid  Yusuf  AH  Khan,  with  their  adherents.  The  meeting  was 
presided  by  Shaik  jMahmud  Gilani,  a  well-known  insolvent  and  a 
preacher  who  was  supported  by  the  mutwalli  very  often  from  the 
Imambara  fund,  and  once  from  the  Muhammadan  Association,  Hooghly. 
The  notice  of  the  meeting  was  signed  by  Nasir  Husain  Khan  Khyal 
and  a  few  other  interested  persons  who  belong  to  the  Anjuman 
Mutazavi  of  Calcutta,  which  has  always  been  hostile  to  the  mutwali, 
and  has  constantlj-  assisted  the  old  agitation, 
Shaikli   Salamat  Ali  and  Mirza     gjj-j^g   ^j^g    advent    of     the     preachers    named    in 

Hedayat  Sbirazi. 

the    margin. 

(2)  That  in  the  Shia  conference  of  1907  at  Lucknow  a  i-esolution 
was  passed  on  the  motion  of  the  Calcutta  delegates  that  the  Mohsin's 
endowments  should  be  included  in  the  proposed  enquiry  of  wakfs  all 
over  India,  and  from  that  time  the  Calcutta  agitators  regularly  com- 
municated with  the  Lucknow  *■•  Conference  on  the  above  subject,  and 
when  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Ali  Nawab  was  put 
before  the  said  conference  by  the  Calcutta  delegates,  it  was  one  of 
the  subjects  of  their  resolutions  on  the  27th  of  December  1908.  It 
may  be  noted  that  in  this  conference  Sahebzada  Golam  Muhammad 
and  Mr.  Nasir  Hossain  Khan  Khyal  and  also  Saiyid  Ysuf  Ali  Khan, 
with  their  followers,  attended  and  not  a  single  delegate  attempted 
to  explain  anything  accurately  about  the  new  mutwalli's  appointment. 
Hence  this  Shia  memorial  of  Calcutta  was  supported  by  the  said  Shia 
Conference,  on  ex-parte  statements  and  misrepresentations  of  facts.  The 
foi'eign  Shias  were  further  given  to  understand  that  the  object  of 
the  Calcutta  agitation  is  to  get  back  the  entire  Mohsin  Endowment, 
as    it    is    managed    contrary   to   the    wishes    of   the    donor. 

Reply  to  paragraph  '6. — (l)  Paragrah  3  of  the  memorial  is  mislead- 
ing, and  contrary  to  the  actual  facts,  as  since  the  time  of  Hazi 
Mahomed  Mohsin,  the  donor  of  the  Mohsin  Endownment,  both  Shais 
and  Sunnis,  and  also  Hindus,  were  employed,  both  in  the  estate  and 
in  the  Imambara  ;  and  the  Government  after  the  decision  of  the  Privy 
Council  in  its  favour  in  1835,  revised  the  donor's  will  and  followed  the 
above  practice  up  to  this  time.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  both 
Rajab  Ali  Khan  and  Shakir  Ali  Khan,  the  first  and  second  mutwallis, 
who  were  appointed  as  mutwallis  under  the  will  of  1806,  were 
converted     to    the     Shia    sect    and     who    left    numerous     relatives,     partly 
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Sliius    and    Suiuuh,     wIkj    ivccivtHl    iicnsioii    IVuiu    Uk'    .Mulisin     Endowment. 
Pension    list    is    enclosed,    marked  A. 

(2)  In  lornu'r  times  and  sonic  twenty  years  ago  there  existed  no 
such  bigotry  or  sectarian  i'eoling  between  the  two  sects  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  they  have  ditfered  in  their  religious  rites  and  ceremonies. 
The  present  tension  is  the  result  of  the  preaching  of  certain  bigoted 
violas  of  both  sects,  which  has  made  the  two  sects  so  weak  before 
other  creeds  in  India.  At  the  holy  shrine  of  the  Shias  at  Samera 
Shareef  in  Turkey  in  Asia,  the  trustee  of  whicli  is  a  Sunni,  there 
exist  no  such  ill-feeling  between  the  two  sects.  It  is  only  in  India, 
and  since  the  last  twenty  years,  that  hatred  between  them  has  arisen 
and  taken    root. 

(3)  Government  will  be  astonished  to  learn  that  in  the  Dharam- 
tala  Mosque  of  Calcutta  which  is  a  Sunni  endowment,  created  by  the 
late  Prince  Sir  Golani  I\Iahomed,  K.c.s.i.  (a  well-known  Sunni  noble- 
man), his  great  grandson,  Sahebzada  Golam  Mohammad,  who  is  a  Shia, 
is  the  mutwalli.  Again  the  Nawab  of  Dacca,  who  is  a  well- 
known  Sunni,  is  the  trustee  of  the  Shia  Endowment  called  "  Hosaini 
Dalan."  It  is  said  that  this  Shaik  Mahmud  Jelani  and  his  Shia  friends 
congratulated  the  Nawab  of  Dacca  in  respect  of  the  above  Hussaini 
Dalan  wakf's    management    bj'-    the    said    Nawab. 

(4)  It  is  easy  to  get  Fatwa  from  the  Ulamas  of  the  present  time. 
Anybody  can  apply  for  a  Fatwa  to  them  according  to  his  own  version 
and  the  Mugtahid  is  required  to  give  his  opinion  on  the  same.  For 
example,  some  fourteen  years  ago,  the  mutwalli  applied  to  the  Lucknow 
Mugtahid  Saheb  for  an  order  in  his  favoui-,  copy  of  which  in  vernacular 
is    enclosed,    marked    B  ;    yet    the    mutwalli's   enemies    call   him    a  Sunni. 

Reply  to  paragraphs  4  and  5. — (1)  The  chief  object  for  which  the 
opposite  party  has  related  the  short  history  of  the  Mohsin  Endowment 
and  its  Imambai'a,  is  to  impress  in  the  mind  of  their  readers  the 
importance  of  the  present  Managing  Committee  in  particular,  with  a 
view  to  obtain  their  prayer.  The  reason  why  the  eu;-mutwalli  did 
not  refer  the  matter  of  his  son's  appointment  to  the  above  Committee, 
are    as    follows  : — 

(rt)  That  the  said  Committee  is  not  the  Committee  meant  by 
section  22  of  Act  XX  of  1863,  as  it  has  been  only 
permitted  to  supervise  the  management  of  the  Imambara, 
and    not   the    entire    endowment. 

(5)  That  the  said  Committee  since  its  birth,  in  the  Calcutta 
Gazette  of  the  23rd  July  1875,  never  applied  to  the  Govern- 
ment or  to  the  Court  for  this  power.  In  fact  it  used  to 
refer  its  complaints  against  the  Mutwallee  to  Government 
for  the  purpose  of  defining  its  power  in  the  Imambara. 
It  is  well-known  that  the  Government  of  Sir  Charles 
Elliott,  requested  Mr.  Power,  then  Commissioner  of  Burdwan, 
to  visit  Hooghly  and  to  settle  the  diherence  on  a  depart- 
mental  enquiry,   between   the   Committee  and  the    ^lutwallee, 
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^vhirh  111-'  did  to  tlie  nuitiial  satisfaction  of  the  Mutwallee 
aiul    tho    said    Committee. 

(c)  That    the    Government    officers    never   gave    any     power    to    the 

Connnittoe  except  in  respect  of  the  accounts  in  proof  of 
which  .Mr.  Faulder's  letter  No.  47  of  the  HOth  September 
1!)00,  is  enclosed  and  marked  "  C  "  and  the  Hooghly 
Collector's  demi-official  letter  of  the  21st  February  1906,  is 
also    attached    and    marked    '"  D." 

(d)  That    the    present    connnittee    also   in     January     1906,     wrote     a 

letter  to  the  Mivtwallee  who,  in  his  letter  No.  48  of  the 
17th  idem,  replied  to  the  Committee.  Copy  of  the  Mut- 
wallee's    letter    is    annexed,    marked    "  E." 

(e)  That    during   the    controversy    between    the    Committee    and    the 

Mutwallee,  Government  was  referred  to  and  decided  the 
matter  {vide  Government  order  No.  189  of  the  25th  April 
1902),  copy  of  which  is  annexed  and  marked  "  F." 
(/)  That  with  the  approval  of  the  Government  the  Committee  in 
consultation  with  the  Mutwallee  framed  certain  rules.  Copy 
of  the  Government  order  No.  2174  on  it,  is  annexed, 
marked    "  G." 

In  view  of  all  these  facts  the  old  Mutwallee  did  not  refer  the 
matter  of  his  successor's  appointment  to  the  Committee,  and  applied  to 
Government    through    the    local    officers    in    December    1906. 

Reply  to  paragraphs  6  and  7. — (l)  That  it  was  on  the  Board's  letter 
No.  209  of  the  8th  April  1875  (quoted  in  the  memorial),  that  Govern- 
ment asked  the  late  Mutwallee,  Saiyid  Keramat  Ali,  to  explain  why  he 
nominated  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed  as  his  successor,  and  the  said  Mutwallee, 
in  his  well-knosvn  letter  of  the  26th  April  1875,  to  the  Collector  and 
Local  Agent,  Hooghly,  on  the  subject  satisfied,  both  the  Board  and  the 
Government,  and  Ashrafuddin  was  appointed  (extract  copy  of  Syed 
Keramat    All's    letter    is    annexed,    marked    H). 

(2)  The  events  and  circumstances  of  33j  years'  service,  which  have 
fully  proved  Saiyid  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad  as  a  genuine  Shia  are  as 
follows  : — 

{a)  That  only  one  year  after  his  appointment  he  appointed  a  moizin 
on  Rs.  4  a  month,  and  directed  him  to  use  the  word  Bela 
Fasil    in    the    Azan    inside    the    Imambara. 

(i)  That  in  spite  of  opposition  he  selected  his  bitter  enemy, 
Shaikh  Salamat  Ali,  as  the  waiz  in  the  Imambara  on  Rs.  30 
a  month  who  still  performs  the  I^ad  namaz  and  reads  moiza 
mujlees    every    montli. 

(c)  That  in  the  Matijhil  mosque  dispute  between  the  two  sects 
in  1904,  he  supported  the  Shias,  for  which  he  was  thanked 
by  the  Mutwallee  of  the  said  mosque  (copy  of  that  Mut- 
wallee's    letter   is    annexed,    marked   I). 

((/)  That  he  appointed  a  Shia  head-clerk  in  the  Imambara  English 
office    for    the    first    time,    though    that    responsible    post    was 
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eviT   iiiamicd    liy  successive  Siinui   licad-clnrks   rroni    tlm    days 
of    the    lato    Mutwallcc    Saiyid    Kcraiiiat    Ali. 
(e)  That   he   inatle   all   the  eleven    karis'  i)usts   exclusively  from    the 
Shias,    though  in  Saiyid    Keramat   Ali's  time  both  sects    used 
to   get    the    said    ])osts    from    time    to    time. 

(/)  That  in  Saiyid  Ashvafuddin's  time  wo  can  see  almost  all  the 
Departments  manned  hy  the  Shias,  though  menial  servants 
such    as    ])eons,    furrashes    and    chaprasis    are    mostly    Sunnis. 

{g)  That  in  liis  time  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  hoarders  are  Shias 
just   opposite   to  their   number  in   Saiyid  Keramat  Ali's   time. 

{k)  That  like  his  noble  predecessor  he  presented  to  the  Imambara 
library  books  in  English  and  vernacular,  and  gave  big 
purdahs  in  the  sacred  hall,  inside  of  the  Imambara 
proper,  and  introduced  loban  and  flowers  in  !Mujlees  days 
in  the  said  Imambara,  which  w^as  never  introduced  by  the 
former   mutwallis    of    the    Hooghly     Imambara. 

(i)  That  he  employed  Bara  Saiyids  as  Tabut  holders  in  the  Bara 
Imambara  and  kept  Moslem  males  as  Nishandar  and 
Alambardar  for  the  Imambara  Muharrum  procession  in  the 
place    of   females. 

(j)  That    he  patronized  the  vShia  Anjuman,  Hooghly,  for  the  purpose 

of    the     burial     of     the    Shia     dead     bodies     from     his     own 

purse. 
(/o)  That  the    Shia    Ulamas   who    came    in     contact     with     him    were 

satisfied     and     pleased     for     which     copies     of    their     Persian 

remarks    are    enclosed,    marked    J. 

(1)  That  on  his  appointment  in  1875.  both  sects  were  satisfied 
and  congratulated  him  and  his  father  the  late  Nawab  Amir 
Ali.  The  grandfather  of  Agha  INIahommed  Kazem  Sherazi, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Anjuman  Murtazvia  of  Calcutta,  and 
one  of  the  chief  agitators  in  the  memorial  wrote  poem  for 
him  (copies  of  the  papers  in  vernacular  on  this  point  are 
annexed,    marked    K.) 

(/?;)  That  besides  burying  his  father  as  Shia,  he  had  the  painful 
duty  of  burying  his  uncle,  Munshi  WaliuUah,  in  Jjarh  and 
his  eldest  daughter  in  the  Bara  Imambara,  Hooghly,  in 
the    same    religion. 

(??)  That  the  ]\Iut\valli  Sayid  Keramat  Ali,  whose  memory  the 
Shias  still  respect  deeply,  appointed  Aslirafuddiin  Ahmed 
and  the  late  ]\Iir  Haidar  Hussain  as  the  executors  of  his 
will. 

(o)  That  in  liis  family  both  sects  have  been  mixed  up,  as  this 
instance  will  be  found  in  other  Mahomedan  families,  of 
Bihar  Province  in  particular.  He  consented  to  marry  his 
daughter  to  Salamat  Ali  Khan  of  Chittagong  as  the  present 
Nawab  Amir  Hossain  Khan  of  Bhiknapahari,  Patna,  gave 
his  daughter  in  marriage  to  ]\Iahomed  Golam  Hossain 
Arif    of    Calcutta. 
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(j))  That  ill  Lucknow  wliich  is  tlie  centre  of  the  Shias  both 
sects  ar(<  taiiglit  books  on  their  reh'gion  by  tlie  Shia  and 
Suniii   Maulavis    up    to   this    day. 

{q)  That  the  annual  MeeLid  Shareef  in  honour  of  the  Prophet's 
birthday  was  held  liy  him  not  in  the  Iniambara  itself^ 
but  in  his  private  quarters,  where  both  sects  mustered 
strong  but  it  »vas  done  in  a  Shia  style,  with  this  addition 
of   the   Keyem  or    rising    which    the   Sunnis    appreciate. 

(r)  It  may  be  noted  that  in  the  time  of  Mutwali  Sayed  Keramat 
Ali,  the  Maulad  Shareef  was  held  in  a  Sunni  style,  in  the 
Imambara  itself,  by  the  late  Hajee  Mohamed  Ismail,  iu 
which  the  late  Mutwalli  and  other  Shias  were  present  and 
no    objection    was    raised. 

(s)  That  Saiyid  Ashrafuddin  was  ever  kind  towards  his  Shia 
employes  is  a  well-known  fact,  One  of  the  instances  of  his 
kindness  was  a  monthly  grant  of  Rs.  15  to  Mirza  Hidyat 
Sherazee  for  some  years  till  his  pay  was  increased  in  the 
Imambara   in   1897. 

{t)  That  he  has  been  perhaps  the  most  regular  mutwalli  of  the 
Imambara  who  attended  its  rites  and  ceremonials  in  the 
Imambara  and  with  a  deep  interest  which  is  proverbial  in 
Hooghly    even    after    his    retirement. 

{u)  That  it  is  not  correct  that  the  word  "  Tariff"  was  translated 
for  the  word  "  Jizia,"  on  the  contrary  the  word  "  Tax "'  was 
used.  It  was  by  an  accident  that  in  the  translation  r,he 
word  t"' 'i'fix "  was  omitted,  and  the  word  "  Jizia "  was 
substituted,  without  any  intention  of  wounding  the  feelings 
of  the  Shias.  It  may  be  remarked  that  besides  the 
Mutwalli,  his  head  clerk  and  the  two  assistants  all  were 
Shias,  and  it  was.  therefore  only  in  haste  that  it  was 
allowed  to  be  inserted  in  the  notice  board  in  the  Imam- 
bara sudder  gate.  Beside:s,  the  Government  notification 
was  intended  for  the  information  of  Shias  only.  Copy  of 
notification    is    enclosed,    marked  L. 

{v)  That  by  speaking  of  Hazi  Mohammad  Mohsin  as  a  liberal 
minded  Shia  in  his  book  (Tabakatie  Mohsinya)  he  simplj'- 
followed  the  opinion  held  of  the  illustrious  Hazi  Saheb  by 
the  Mutwalli  Syed  Keramat  Ali,  who  in  the  3rd  paragraph 
of  his  official  letter  of  the  2nd  March  of  1875,  to  the 
Local    Agent,    Hooghly    wrote    thus  : — 

"  Though  the  testator  was  himself  an  Azad  Durwesh,  still  he 
brought   many   people   to   light,   and   turn   them    a   Shia." 

Reply  to  paragraph  8. — (1)  That  Saiyid  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed  was 
strongly  backed  by  the  Mutwalli  Saiyid  Keramat  Ali  in  preference  to 
others  for  the  post,  as  the  latter  believed  him  and  his  father  to  be 
a   genuine    Shia,    and    saw    them   praying   in    namaz    as    a    Shia. 

(2)  That  there  was  no  complaint  against  the  management  of  Saiyid 
Ashrafuddin      Ahmed      till      1896,      for     which     Committee's    No.     97     o£ 

748 


the     7tli    December    181)6,    to    the     Uistrict     Judge     of     Ilooglily.     apeaks 
thus  : — 

"Ever  since  its  appointment  the  Committee  has  been  furnished 
reguhirly  by  the  Mutwalli  with  accounts,  which  have  been  examined 
and  chocked  in  this  ollice  in  the  usual  way  and  any  error  or  mistake 
found  tlierein  has  been  immediately  brought  to  tlie  notice  of  that 
otticer.  No  comph'iint  has  been  made  to  us  during  these  20  years 
of  any  dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Mutwalli.  It  is 
evident,  however,  that  a  conspiracy  is  on  foot  against  that  officer 
and    the   application    which   was    made    to   you   was    the   outcome   of   it." 

(3)  That  from  1895  there  has  existed  certain  coldness  and 
difference  between  the  Mutwalli  and  the  Calcutta  Moghuls.  But  this 
state  of  feeling  became  manifestly  hostile  after  the  Mutwalli  forwarded 
a  printed  circular  to  the  Local  Agent  for  Government  information,  in 
regard  to  one  Sheikh  ^lohammed  of  Karbala,  a  relative  of  Sheikh 
Mohammad  Gilani,  who  had  appealed  to  the  Shias  for  getting  back 
the  Mohsin  Endowment,  by  i-aising  subscriptions  for  a  regular  suit. 
In  respect  of  the  accounts  of  the  Mutwalli  a  copy  of  the  Committee's 
Xo.  251  of  September  181)7,  is,  however,  enclosed,  marked  M.  It  may 
be  noted  that  the  resignation  of  Mr.  D.  H.  Ahmad  and  the  late 
Saiyid  Mohamed  Ali  Shoostare  were  due  to  their  disagreement  with 
other   members    of   the    Committee    and    not    with    the    Mutwali. 

Reply  to  paragraph  9. — (l)  That  Ali  Nawab  is  a  genuine  Shia,  and 
this    declaration    is    quite    sufficient    under    the    law. 

(2)  Tliat  marriages  are  still  going  on  between  the  two  sects  in 
Bengal  and  Bihar  and  instances  of  it  are  well  known  to  every 
Muhammadan. 

(3)  It  is  false  to  attribute  the  mistake  of  a  local  paper  to 
Mr.  Ali  Xawab  for  naming  Hazi  ^lohsin  a  Sunni  and  not  a  Shia. 
In  his  book  on  the  "  Mohsin  Centennial "  nothing  is  recorded  to  that 
effect.  However,  the  Mutwalli  wrote  to  the  editor  of  the  said  paper 
pointing  out  the  said  error,  long  before  the  Shias  commented  on  it. 
Copy    of   the    said    Bengali    paper    is    enclosed,    marked    N. 

Reply  to  paragraph  10. — (l)  That  it  is  not  necessary  for  a  Mutwalli 
in  the  very  beginning  of  his  career  to  be  a  person  of  very  great 
learning,  or  a  man  of  very  wide  experience.  The  present  Mutwalli's 
learning  in  Arabic  and  Persian  and  also  in  English  is  sufficient  for 
the    routine    work    of   the    Hooghly    Imambara. 

(2)  With   regard    to   his    age   two   instances   are   produced   here.  The 

ex-mutwalli     was     only     20    years     of   age    and    with    no   experience  when 

he    was     appointed.       Again,     the     age     of    the     5th     mutwalli    was  only 
18    years    and   a    few   months    when    he    was    appointed    in    1836. 

Reply  to  paragraph  11. — (l)  That  for  religious  recitals  in  the 
Imambara  the  Mutwalli  has  got  Shia  preachers  and  reciters  who  are 
responsible  for  them,  and  not  he.  The  annexed  telegram  mai-ked  0, 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Burdwau  to  the  Magistrate  of  Hooghly, 
dated   the   25th   June    1895,    will    throw    further    light    on    this    matter 
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(2)  That  since  the  death  ol  the  founder  luiauibara  accounts  have 
been  kept  in  Bengali  and  Persian.  15ut  from  I'JOO,  English  was 
introduced.  It  may  further  bu  recorded  that  the  P^nglish-knowing 
head-clerk    was    appointed    50   years    ago   by    Saiyid    Keraniat    Ali. 

(3)  That  the  imambara  business  of  tlie  religiiun  and  secular 
departments  are  arranged  in  such  a  systematical  %\ay  that  even  a 
young  man  of  no  great  experience  and  ability  can  perform  the  work 
without   any   dithculty. 

Reply  to  paragraph  12. — (1)  That  it  is  a  direct  attack  on  the  order 
of  Government  of  the  20th  November  190S,  which  has  to  be  explained 
thus  : — 

(a)  The    Mutwalli  first    applied   to   Government  {vide  his    application 

of  the  9th  December  of  1906,)  about  his  son's  nomination 
which  .vas  strongly  backed  by  the  local  officers,  was  not 
granted.  In  its  reply  Government  informed  him,  through 
the  local  officers,  that  unless  he  retires  the  matter  cannot 
be  entertained.  In  his  second  application  he  applied  to 
Government  (through  the  same  channel)  (which  Avas  again 
supported  by  the  local  officers)  that  he  may  be  allowed 
to  appoint  his  son  as  his  assistant.  In  its  reply  the 
Government  wrote  that  it  is  open  to  the  Mutwali  to 
appoint  any  one  he  chooses  as  his  assistant  but  that 
cannot  be  binding  upon  the  Government.  From  that  time 
his  son  was  appointed  by  him  as  his  assistant,  and  did 
the  duties  fairly  in  1907  and  1908.  It  was  his  third 
application  of  November  1908,  which  was  graciously  enter- 
tained by  Sir  Andrew  Fraser's  Government  and  Saiyid 
Ali  Nawab  was  formally  appointed.  As  there  was  no 
sufficient  fund  in  the  *ths  share  of  the  Mohsin  Fund,  the 
Government  as  the  permanent  trustee  decided  to  pay  both 
the  new  and  the  retired  mutwallis  from  the  Jth  share, 
paying  fui'ther  additional  amount  of  Rs.  1,111  a  year  to 
the    new    mutwali    out    uf    the    said    f,ths    share. 

(b)  The    Government,    as    the   permanent     trustee,     since    1835,     has 

power  to  increase  or  decrease  the  salaiy  of  its  deputy  in 
the    Imambarah. 

(c)  If   the    above  arrangement    under  the    law   is  objectionable  then 

the  mutwali  for  the  time  being  has  power,  under  section  22 
of  Act  XX  of  1863.  and  also  under  the  Muhammadan  Law 
to  appoint  his  own  successor.  Besides  {vide  the  Mohsin's 
"Will),  this  power  rests  with  the  mutwali  alone.  Copy  of 
the  said  Will  is  annexed,  marked  P. 
{d)  It  is  out  of  ]  lace  to  comment  on  the  management  of  Saiyid 
Ashrafuddin.  But  as  it  is  mentioned  in  the  memorial 
something  should    lie    stated    as    follows  : — 

That  {vide  Committee's  office  memorandum  of  the  24th 
November  1897),  Rs.  5,989-13  were  found  due  from  the 
mutwalli,     which     wefe    regularly     repaid     by    him     to   the 
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Jniaiiiliiira.        Copy  of    tlus  abovo   nienioraiKliiiii    is    annex.ed, 
marked    Q. 

(e)  Anotlicr  letter  of  the  ('oinmittee  No.  1)2  of  tli(3  25tli  Novem- 
lier    18t)(5,    is    also    annexed,    marked    H. 

(/')  With  regard  to  the  nion(*y  of  Khidirpore  Estate,  nothing  can 
b(<  said  except  that  ii.  was  spent  from  time  to  time  for 
the  JMuharrum  and  other  expenses  of  the  Imambarah  with 
the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Committee.  It  may  bo 
noted  that  iSliaikh  Mahummad  Jilani  and  others  used  to 
depute  foreign  preachers,  with  letters  of  recommendation, 
to  the  Mutwali  and  these  persons  took  away  large  sums  of 
money  every  year  from  the  Imambara.  The  Shaik  himself 
was  also  benefited  from  the  Imambara,  and  thus  the 
Imambara  liecame  insolvent,  and  who  is  to  be  blamed  for 
all  this  ? 

[g)  With  regard  to  the  paraphernalia,  repeated  reports  were 
forwarded  to  the  Committee,  but  for  want  of  funds  some 
nishans    and    patkas    were   prepared  onlj'. 

(h)  With  regard  to  the  librarj-,  no  improvement  can  be  made 
unless  the  present  Librarian,  who  is  an  old  man,  is  replaced 
and    some   further   amount    is    granted    for    it. 

{{)  That  the  Hooghly  Imambarah,  which  is  admitted  to  be  one  of 
the  best  managed  religious  institutions  in  India,  is  to  be 
frequently  attacked  while  other  Imambaras  and  mosques 
are  spared,  is  a  matter  for  Government  and  the  public 
to   consider. 

Reply   to  paragraph    13. — (I)   By    far    the  most  important    paragraph   in 
the   memorial  is    the    13th   paragraph,    which   has    to    be   replied    thus  : — 

(a)  That  mutwali  has  the  power  and  right  to  nominate  his 
successor    under    the    Muhammadan    Law. 

{b)  That  under  section  22  of  Act  KX  of  1863,  it  is  the  mutwali 
who  has  power  to  appoint  a  successor,  and  not  the  Com- 
mittee which  is  not  meant  in  the  above  Act.  Copy  of  the 
Government  Order  No.  284  on  this  is  annexed  and  marked  S. 

(c)  That  under  the  Mohsin's  Will  the  mutwali  has  the  power 
and    right    of    nominating   his    successor    on    his    own  choice. 

{(i)  That  the  Board's  letter  No.  329  of  the  17th  December  18.58, 
extract  copy  of  which  is  annexed  and  marked  T  also 
shows  that  the  mutwali  under  the  will  has  the  power  of 
nominating    his    own    successor. 

(e)  That  the  Government  order  of  the  20th  November  1908,  in 
view  of  all  these  facts,  suiiports  the  nomination  of  Saiyid 
All  Nawab  as  the  mutwali  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara,  which 
was  made  by  Saiyid  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad,  the  mutwali  for 
the  time  being.  Copy  of  the  above  order  is  annexed  and 
marked    U. 
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Rcplj-  to  paragraph  14. — (1)  No  re])ly  to  the  above  paragraph  appears 
to  be  necessary,  except  that  the  arrangements  made  in  respect  of  the 
division  in  the  new  mutwali's  salary,  has  been  done  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  capacity  as  the  permanent  trustee  of  the  Mohsin's  endow- 
ment after  consulting  the  liigh  officers  of  the  Government  and  in 
agreement    with    the    mutwali. 

Concluding  remarks. — 1.  That  from  the  mutwali's  letter  No.  207 
of  the  8th  July  1895,  to  the  Collector  and  Local  Agent,  Government 
will  see  that  one  of  the  main  objects  of  the  Shia  agitation  of  the 
Calcutta  ]\Ioghuls  has  been  to  take  back  the  Mohsin  endowment  from 
the  Government.     Copy    of    the    mutwali's    letter    is    annexed,  marked  V. 

II.  That  though  the  mutwaliship  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  is  not 
a  hereditary  appointment,  there  is  a  remarkable  instance  to  show  that 
Bakir  Ali  Khan,  the  third  mutwali,  was  the  son  of  Shakir  Ali  Khan 
the    second    mutwali. 

III.  That  copy  of  the  certificate  in  support  of  the  management  of 
Saiyid    Ashrafuddin    Ahmad    is    enclosed,    marked    W. 
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No.  281 1  L.K. 

From 

Sir   Chaklks   Ai.i.kx,    kt., 

Ofig.   Cliit'l'    Secretary    to    the    Government    of    Bengal, 
To 

The    Secretary    to    the    (iovernment    of    India. 

Home   Department. 
Revenue    Departni'iir.    Laml    Revenue. 

Dated,    Calcutta,    the    20th    July    1909. 
Siu, 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Fell's  letter  No.  4-42,  dated  the  19th 
March' 1909,  and  in  continuation  of  Mr.  Duke's  letter  No.  83GT. — R., 
dated  the  80tli  April  1909,  I  am  directed  to  submit  tlie  following 
report  on  the  memorial,  dated  the  21st  January  1909,  submitted  by 
Shams-ul-ulama  Shaikh  Mohamed  Gilani  and  others,  members  of  the 
Shia  Muhammadan  communitj-,  against  the  orders  of  this  Government 
appointing  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  to  be  mutwali  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara 
on  the  retirement  of  his  father,  Navvabzada  Sayid  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad 
Khan     Bahadur. 

2.  It  will  be  i-emembered  that,  in  November  1908,  Saiyid  Ashraf- 
xiddin  Ahmad  applied  for  permission  to  retire  from  his  post  as  mutwali 
and  for  the  grant  of  a  pension.  As  his  predecessor  had  been  granted 
a  pension  of  Rs.  3.77.5  per  annum  for  his  services  as  mutwali.  Sir 
Andrew  Fraser  sanctioned  the  grant  of  a  pension  of  one-half  of  the  one- 
ninth  share  of  the  Mohsin  Entlowment  Fund  which  is  allotted  to  the  mutwali 
as  his  salary  and  appointed  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab,  son  of  the  retiring  mutwali, 
as  his  successor  on  a  salary,  during  the  life  time  of  his  father,  of  the  other 
half  of  the  one-ninth  share.  These  orders  were  subject  to  the  condi- 
tion that  the  retiring  mutwali  should  usually  reside  at  Hooghly,  and  assist 
and  advise  his  son  in  the  management  of  the  Imambara  and  the  per- 
formance   of  his    other    duties. 

3.  When  this  arrangement  was  announced  numerous  olijeetions 
wei'e  received  from  various  Muhammadan  individuals  and  Associations  ; 
and  these  were  based  mainly  on  allegations  of  the  personal  uutitness 
of  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab.  But  the  memorial  now  under  consideration  chal- 
lenged in  a  serious  form  the  legal  power  of  this  Government  to 
make  the  appointment.  Accordingly  as  reported  in  my  letter  of  the 
30th  April  1909,  the  Legal  Remembrancer  was  instucted  to  consult 
Counsel  in  Calcutta  on  the  whole  subject,  and  his  report  has  now 
been    received. 

4.  Mr.  B.  Chakrabatti,  Dr.  Rash  Behari  Ghosh  and  Maulvi 
Serajul    Islam,    who    were    consulted,    are    unanimously    of     opinion  : — 

(1)  That  the  management  of  the  Syedpur  Estate  and  the 
application  of  a  proportion  of  the  income  to  Muham- 
madan educition  may  rightlj-  contiuue  as  at  present  in 
the    hands    of    Government  ; 
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(2)  tluit    tlio   right    to   appoint     to    a      vac;incy     in      the     ofSce     of 

Mutwali    is   vested     in    the    Committee     and    not    in     Govern- 
ment ; 

(3)  that     the      appointment     oC     Ali      Nawab    was    void     ab-imtion, 

and   that    in    the    eye    of   law    Saiyid    Aslirafuddin    Ahmad     is 
still    tlie   mutwalli  ;    and 

(4)  that    the   grant    of    a    pension    to     Saiyid   Ashhrafuddin    Ahmad 

was    ultra  vires. 

A   copy    of    the    opinion    of    these     gentlemen     is     enclosed     herewith. 

(5)  His    Honour    considei's    that    this     opinion     must     be     accepted 

as  finally  disposing  of  the  question  which  has  been  raised 
regarding  the  authority  of  the  Government  to  appoint 
a  mutwalli  ;  and  so  long  as  the  management;  of  the 
estate  is  retained  in  the  hands  of  Government  and  the 
secular  portion  of  the  endowment  is  under  its  control, 
Sir  Edward  ]3aker  does  not  regard  this  result  as  a 
matter  for  regret.  It  is  in  his  opinion  in  everj'  way 
preferable  that  Government  should  not  be  directly  con- 
cerned with  religious  endowments  or  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  their  Superintendents.  Moreover  the  arrange- 
ment made  last  year  does  not  commend  itself  to  Sir 
Edward  Baker,  though  he  would  not  have  interfered 
with  it  if  circumstances  had  not  rendered  this  inevitable. 
His  Honour  does  not  call  in  question  Ali  Nawab's  state- 
ment that  he  is  a  Shia  nor  does  he  attach  great  import- 
ance to  the  personal  and  religious  objections  which  some 
members  of  the  community  have  raised  against  him. 
But  His  Honour  does  not  consider  him  well  fitted  by 
age,  education  or  perhaps  capacity  to  fill  the  post  ;  and 
the  arrangement  in  regard  to  the  pension  seems  merely 
a  device  to  retain  the  appointment  and  the  income  in  the 
family  of  Ashrafuddin.  Accordingly  His  Honour  is  pre- 
pared to  acquiesce  m  the  Wew  of  the  functions  of 
Government,  which  has  been  taken  by  the  lawyers  con- 
sulted by  him.  He  would  inform  Nawabzada  Saiyid  Ashraf- 
uddin Ahmad  that  legally  he  is  still  the  Mutwalli  and  that 
his  resignation,  if  he  siill  desires  to  resign,  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Committee  who  wiU  take  such  steps  as  may 
be  necessarjr  for  the  appointment  of  a  successor.  In  view, 
however  of  the  importance  of  the  case,  the  Lieutenant*- 
Governor  will  await  the  orders  of  the  Govei"nment  of 
India  on  the  subject  before  taking  any  action  in  the 
matter. 

1    have    the    honour    to    be. 
Sir. 
Your    most    obedient  servant, 

(Sd.)   C.    G.    H.  ALLEN, 
OfFg.    Chief   Secy,    to   the   Govt,     of  Bengal. 
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Statkmkst   ok    facts    I'KKrAKKi)    HY    TiiK    IIon'ulk    Lkgal    Rkmemukancer. 

On  the  20th  April  1806,  one  Hajee  Muliannnad  Mohsin  executed 
a  deed.  The  dt^^d  convoyed  certain  properties  to  two  niutwallis  named 
Kajab  Ali  Xhan  and  Shakur  Ali  Khan  in  trust  for  the  performance 
of  certain  purposes.  The  properties  tlius  conveyed  were — (a)  certain 
zamindari  property  hereafter  called  the  Syedpur  Estate  ;  (6)  an 
Imambara  at  lloo^ldy  antl  tlie  bazar  appertaining  thereto.  The  purposes 
of  the    trust    were    to   expend    the    proceeds    from   the    Syedpur    Estate — 

(1)  three-ninths    on    religious    ceremonies    and    the     upkeep    of     the 

Imambara  ; 

(2)  two-ninths    on    emolument    for   the    mutwallis  ; 

(3)  four-ninths   in    maintaining    the    clerical     establishment     and     in 

paying   certain    pensions. 

For  the  perpetuation  of  the  trust  there  was  a  provision  that  each 
mutwalli    may    appoint    his    successor. 

The    trust    appears    to   have   been    carried    into   effect. 

Hajee   Muhammad    Mohsin,    the    executant    died    in    1813. 

In  1818  the  Board  of  Revenue  in  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred 
by    Regulation    XIX    of    1810   dismissed    both    the    Mutwallis. 

It  is  necessary  that  the  terms  of  this  Regulation  should  be 
carefully  understood.  Section  II  vests  the  superiutend;nce  of  all  trusts 
of  this  character  in  the  Board  of  Revenue.  Section  III  lays  upon 
the  Board  the  duty  of  seeing  that  the  funds  of  such  trusts  are 
not  diverted.  Section  VIII  empowers  the  Board  to  employ  local 
agents  in  each  district  to  enable  the  Board  to  discharge  the  Board's 
duty  of  superintendence.  Section  XIII,  among  other  things,  provides 
that  ■'  in  those  cases  in  which  the  nomination  of  a  successor  to  a 
trustee  of  right  appertains  to  Government  in  consequence  of  no  private 
person  being  competent  and  entitled  to  make  sufficient  provision  for 
the  succession  to  the  trust  and  management,  it  will  be  the  further 
duty  of  the  local  agents  to  propose  a  fit  person  and  (section  XIV) 
thereupon  the  Board  of  Revenue  may  appoint  him  as  Superintendent 
of    the    Trust." 

In  place  of  the  two  mutwallis  dismissed  in  1818,  one  Saiyid  Ali 
Akbar  Khan,  was  placed  by  the  Board  of  Revenue  in  the  position  of 
Superintendent  of  the  Imambara  and  the  religious  ceremonies  connected 
therewith.  The  Syedimr  Estate  was  from  1818  managed  direct  by  the 
Collector    and    is    still    so    managed. 

In  1825,  Wasiq  Ali  Khan,  son  of  one  of  the  original  mutwallis, 
brought  a  suit  impugning  the  right  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  to 
dismiss,  and  claiming  the  mutwalliship  under  a  deed  of  nomination  by 
his  father.  The  case  came  before  the  Sadar  Dewani  Adalat  (S.  D.  A. 
Reports,  Volume  VI,  page  110).  The  suit  was  dismissed.  The 
majority  of  the  Judges  appear  to  have  held  that  the  Government  had 
in  such  cases  the  power  to  dismiss  trustees  for  malversation  as  well 
as    the   power,    after    dismissal    to   appoint    a   successor,    due    regard    being 
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had    to   any    iiuiiiiiiation    inadu    by     the     oiit.uoing     trustoo.      Thi>     decision 
was   given    in    tSeptember    18.'U3. 

In  the  same  year  1836  the  Jioard  dismissed  Saiyid  Ali  Akl)ar 
Khan  whom  they  liad  appointed  in  1818.  In  succession  to 
Saiyid  Ali  Akbar  Klian  one  Saiyid  Keramat  Ali  was  appointed  to  the 
mutwaliiship    by    the    Government    ol    iJengal    in    January    l8;-57. 

iSaiyid    Kermat    Ali    held    the    office    until    1875. 

in    the    meantime    Act    XX    of    1863    vk'as    passed.     That    Act  required 
the    Bengal    Government   (section    3    and    section 

"Tliife  Kftrulatiiiii    was    amended       nx     j.  •    j.       t  i       /-i  -xi  i 

ini9u3.  As  aiueuded' it  does  not  ')  ^°  appoint  Local  Lommittees  to  exercise 
apply  to  auy  sort  of  religious  trust,  the  powers  Conferred  on  the  Jioard  of 
Revenue  by  Kegulation  XIX*  of  1810,  i.e., 
inter  alia  the  power  of  appointing  to  a  vacancy  in  a  trusteeship 
conferred    by    section    XIV    of   that    Kegulation. 

Section  22,  Act  XX  of  1863,  made  it  unlawful  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal  to  nomitate  or  appoint  any  trustee,  manager  or 
superintendent  or  to  be  in  any  way  connected  with  any  endowment 
made  for  the  maintenance  of  any  mosque,  temple  or  other  religious 
establishment. 

In  June  1875,  the  mutwalli  Keramat  Ali,  having  become  too  old 
for  the  post  the  Government  appointed  one  Ashraf-uddin  Ahmad 
mutwali  in  his  place.  The  Committee  required  by  Act  XX  of  1863 
had  not  yet  been  constituted,  and  the  Government  appear  to  have 
assumed  that  Government  continued  to  have  the  power  of  appointing 
a    successor. 

Ashrafuddin  Ahmad  continued  to  hold  the  post  (and  vpas 
recognized  as  mutwalli  by  the  Committee  appointed  in  July  1875,  under 
Act  XX  of  1863)  until  20th  November  1908.  On  that  date  the 
Government  appointed  his  son  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  to  be  mutwalli  in  the 
place  of  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad.  On  the  4th  December  1908,  Ashrafud- 
din Ahmad  made  over  charge  to  the  new  mutwalli.  The  appointment 
has  been  protested  against  by  the  remains  of  the  Committee  appointed 
in  1875.  This  Committee  was  originally  constituted  of  five  members,  of 
these  three  only  appai'eutly  survive  and  the  vacancies  have  not  been 
filled. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  deed  executed  by  Hajee  Muhammad 
Mohsin  in  1806  provided  for  two  mutwallis  who  were  each  to  receive 
one-ninth  of  the  proceeds  of  the  zamindari.  The  Government,  when  in  1818 
they  replaced  the  two  mutwallis  by  a  single  Superintendent,  fixed  his 
salary  at  one-ninth  of  these  proceeds.  The  new  mutwalli  is,  by 
Government  order,  to  receive  one-eighteenth,  the  other  one-eighteenth 
being  given  to  his  father  the  retiring  mutwalli  as  a  pension  during 
his    (the    father's)    lifetine. 

The    Government    desires    to   know — 

(a)  whether    the    appointment    of   Ali    Nawab    is    valid  ? 
{b)  if   not,    in    whom   does    the    power    to   appoint   lie  ? 
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(c)  il  the  power  to  appoint  lies  iii  the  Coiniiiittee  appointed  in 
1875,  in  that  power  in  abeyance  now  liy  reaaon  ot'  a 
vacancy    or    vacancies    in    tlie    Committee    not    liaving   filled  ? 

{(i)  if  Government  has  no  power  to  appoint,  what  has  l^oen  the 
legal  effect  on  what  has  occurred?  Is  Ashrafiiddin  divested 
of  the  nmtwalliship  by  reason  of  liis  action  in  making 
over  charge  to  his  son  or  is  he  still  mutwalli  in  the  eye 
of    the    law^? 

{e)   what    course    do   you    recommend    the    Government    to   take  ? 

(/)  is    the    gift    of    a    pension    to    Ashrafuddin    ultra   vires  ? 

There  remains  the  question  of  the  Syedpur  Estate.  The  Govern- 
ment enquire  whether  tiiey  can  legally  retain  the  management  of  it. 
They  claim  the  right  to  do  so  under  section  21  of  Act  XX  of  1863. 
Under  that  section  the  Board  of  Revenue  determined  in  1875  that  the 
Imambara,  bazar  and  the  property  imniediataly  appertaining  thereto  (of 
which  the  Mutwalli  is  the  Superintendent)  should  be  made  over  to  the 
Committee  appointed  in  1875  under  Act  XX  of  1863.  The  tSyedpur 
Estate  was  retained  under  the  management  of  the  Board  of  Revenue 
under  section  21,  Act  XX  of  1863,  because  a  portion  of  the  proceeds 
was    appropriated    to   secular    uses. 

It    will  be  remembered  that  the  original  deed  of  1806  devoted  : — 

(1)  three-ninths    of   these    proceeds    to   the    Imambara  ; 

(2)  two-ninths    as    salaries    to   the    tvro   Mutwallis  ; 

(3)  four-ninths    to   maintaining    the     clerical     establishment     and  to 

the    payment     of  pensions. 

The  pensions  have  lapsed  and  one  of  the  mutwalliships  has  lapsed, 
owing  to  Government  appointing  one  mutwalli  instead  of  two.  The 
clerical  establishment  appears  to  have  been  employed  exclusively  for 
the    management    of    the   Syedpur   Estate. 

This  principle  has  been  acted  on  ever  since  1818.  Thus  for 
practically  90  years  five-ninths  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Syedpur  Estate 
have  been  at  the  disposal  of  Government  for  secular  purposes  and  have 
actually  been  expended  on  education — latterly  on  education  exclusively  for 
Muhammadans. 

Three-ninths  is  made  over  to  the  Committee  to  spend  on  the 
Imambara.  One-ninth  is  paid  to  the  Mutwalli  as  salary  and  the  re- 
mainder five-ninths  is  appropriated  to  secular  purposes  and  had  been 
regularly  so  appropriated  for  some  40  years  before  the  Act  of  1863 
was    passed. 

Can  Government  rightly  retain  the  management  of  this  property 
(Ameer  Ali,  J.,  has  given  opinion  that  Government  can)  ?  If  not,  what 
do    you  advise    in    the  matter  ? 

(Sd.)   e.  p.  chapman. 

The   5th    May   1909. 


757 


Will  Mr.  Chakravarty  kindly  givo  an  opinion  in  this  case  after 
consulting    Dr.    Hash    IK'hari    Gliosu    and    Maulvi    Scraj-ul-lHlam  ? 

The  ])apt'rs  are  all  with  us,  and  1  can  supply  copy  of  any  paper 
which    may    bo    thought    necessary. 

(Su.)     E.  P.    CHAPMAN. 
The    5th    j\Iay    1909. 

Mk.    Chakravarty, 

Dk.    Rash    Bihaki    Ghosit, 

Maulvi    Sehaj-ul-Islax\i — 

In  submitting  your  opinion  on  the  Hooghly  Imambara  case,  please 
take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  vacancies  in  the  Committee 
have    recently    been   filled    by    order    of    the    District    Judge. 

(Sd.)  e.  p.  chapman. 

The    21st   May    1909. 


OPINION. 


The  case  submitted  to  us  raises  questions  of  considerable  difficulty. 
It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  endowment  was  created  by  a  towleutnama 
or  deed  of  trust,  dated  the  20th  April  1806.  After  reciting  the 
intention  of  the  settler  to  settle  certain  zemindari  and  other  property 
in  perpetuity  to  pious  uses,  the  deed  provided  that  the  two  mutwallis 
thereby  appointed  should,  after  discharging  the  public  demands,  divide 
the  income  into  nine  shares,  and  firstly  appropriate  three  shares  to  the 
expenses  of  certain  religious  observances  and  of  certain  repairs,  secondly, 
appropriate  two  shares  to  their  own  remuneration,  and  thirdly  appro- 
priate the  remaining  four  shares  to  the  expenses  of  the  establishment 
to  be  maintamed  and  to  the  payment  of  certain  pensions.  The  deed 
further  provided  that  mutwallis  were  to  exercise  their  own  discretion 
and  authority  either  to  continue  or  discontinue  such  pensions,  nothing 
being  said  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  funds  set  free  by 
such  discontinuance,  if  •  any  :  nor  was  there  anything  said  as  to  what 
was  to  be  done  with  the  surplus  which  might  become  available  after 
the  pensions  had  lapsed.  The  deed  then  proceeded  to  provide  for 
the  appointment  of  fresh  mutwallis  in  the  event  of  either  mutwalli 
finding  himself  incompetent  to  discharge  his  functions.  On  the  con- 
struction of  the  deed  itself  we  ai-e  inclined  to  think  that  the  mutwallis 
had,  under  the  deed,  discretion  given  to  them  to  expend  the  surplus, 
if  any,  for  purposes  similar  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  endowment. 
We  are  further  inclined  to  think  that  the  endowment  was  intended 
to  be  and  was  a  public  endowment.  With  regard  to  the  mode  of 
succession  to  the  office  of  the  Mutwalli,  as  laid  down  in  the  deed, 
we  are  of  opinion  that  in  order  to  make  a  valid  appointment  the 
power  would  have  to  be  strictly  exercised,  and  if  it  was  not  or  could 
not  be  so  exercised  for  any  reason  whatsoever,  the  Kazi  or  the  ruling 
power,    would    be    entitled    to    make    the    appointment. 
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Coining  then  to  the  events  that  followed  the  execution  of  thi' 
deed,  it  appears  that  the  settlor  made  over  possession  of  the  trust 
properties  to  the  two  mutwallis  who  carried  out  the  trust  for  some 
years.  The  settlor,  however,  died  some  time  in  1813.  In  the  mean- 
time, Regulation  XIX  of  1810,  had  been  passed,  whereby  the 
Government  divested  itself  of  its  duty  to  superintend  public  religious 
endowments  and  delegated  all  its  power  to  the  Board  of  Revenue, 
including  the  power  in  certain  circumstances  to  appoint  mutwallis 
or  trustees.  The  Board  of  Revenue  recognised  the  two  mutwallis 
under  the  Regulation  and  things  seem  to  have  gone  on  smoothly 
until  about  the  year  1815.  when  the  Board  interfered  and  subse- 
quently in  1818,  the  Board  dismissed  both  the  mutwallis  and 
appointed  one  Saiyid  Ali  Akbar  Khan  as  the  sole  trustee.  In 
the  same  year  the  Government  took  possession  of  the  zamindary  here- 
inafter called  the  Syedpur  estate,  and  has  ever  since  managed  it  through 
its  Local  Agent,  that  is  the  Collector  of  the  district  of  Jessore.  In 
1825,  there  was  a  suit  by  one  Wasik  Ah  Khan  against  the  Government 
claiming  the  Mutwaliship  under  a  deed  of  nomination  by  his  father  who 
was  one  of  the  original  Mut walls.  This  suit  was  ultimately  dismissed 
by  the  late  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawdut  which  held  that  the  nomination 
of  the  plaintiff  in  that  suit  as  the  sole  Mutwali  had  not  been  estab- 
lished. The  Sudder  Dewanny  Adawdut  seems  to  have  been  inclined  to 
the  view  that  under  the  deed  and  on  the  occurrence  of  a  contingency 
not  provided  for,  the  power  to  appoint  the  trustee  was  vested  in  the 
Kazi  or  Ruling  power,  and  that  such  power  which  was  vested  in  the 
Government  as  aforesaid  had  been  delegated  by  the  Government  to  the 
Board    of    Revenue    under    Regulation    XIX    of    1810. 

Whether  this  view  was  i-ight  or  wrong  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the 
Government  assumed  to  itself  the  power  of  dismissal  and  the  power  of 
appointment  of  trustees,  as  also  the  power  of  management  of  the 
Syedpur  estate  to  the  exclusion  of  everybody  else  as  early  as  1818. 
Between  1818  and  1835,  there  was  a  considerable  accumulation  of 
surplus    funds    and    on    the    28th    October    1835    the     Governor-General    in 

Council    wrote    a    letter*    to    the    General    Com- 

°  Vide  page  173.  .  ,.     t->    i  i  •         t  ■  /     •  i  o  <        r 

mitteo  ol  lublic  Instruction  (viae  page  34  oi 
the  Report  of  the  Muhammadan  Educational  Endowment's  ('ommittee). 
In  that  letter  the  Governor-General  in  Council  claimed  to  be  the 
successor  to  the  Mutwallis  appointed  by  the  settler  and  resolved  as 
follows  : — 

(a)  Three-ninths  of  the  income  of  the  Sj^edpur  estate  to  becharged 
with  the  maintenance  of  the  Imambara  and  ancillary  objects. 

{b)  Only  one  Mutwali  to  be  retained  in  the  place  of  two  on  a 
remuneration    of    Jtli    of   the    income. 

(c)  One-ninth  set  free  from  the  remuneration  of  the  Mutwalis, 
all  lapsed  pensions  and  the  entire  amount  arising  from  the 
interest  of  the  accumulated  fund  to  be  appropriated  to 
general  public  purposes  of  a  beneficent  nature,  that  is  to 
sav,    education. 
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It.  is  to  be  noti'd  tliat  even  prior  to  this  Kesolution  the  Govern- 
ment had  commenced  to  exp;jnd  considerable  sums  of  money  out  of 
the  trust  funds  for  the  purposes  of  general  education,  and  tliut  since 
the  scheme  framed  by  Government  of  India  in  1885,  a  definite  portion 
of    the    income,    viz  ,    f;ths    was    devoted    to    general    education    until    1873 

when   by    a    Resolution*    of   the    IJengal    Govern- 
"'"  '"^  '    '  ment,  dated  the  29th  July   1873,  it   was  decided 

that    the    said    income     sliould     be    used   exclusively    for    the    education    of 
Muhammadaiis. 

In  1836,  the  Board  of  Revenue  dismissed  Syed  Ali  Akl)ar  Khan 
and  in  1837,  the  Government  of  Bengal  appointed  Syed  Keramat  Ali 
as    the    sole   Mutwali    who   held    office    until    1875. 

It  is  thus  clear  that  between  the  years  1818  and  1875,  the  Board 
of  Revenue  controlled  the  administration  of  the  endowment  in  every 
sphere  whether  it  was  the  appointment  and  dismissal  of  the  Mutwalli's 
or  the  distribution  of  the  income  for  the  various  purposes  of  the  endow- 
ment or  the  expenditure  of  i;ths  of  the  income  at  first  on  general 
and    then    on    Muhammadan    education. 

In  the  meantime  Act  XX  of  1863  had  been  passed  by  the  Govern- 
ment with .  the  object  of  divesting  itself  and  its  officers  of  the  charge 
of  religious  endowments.  By  section  7  of  this  Act  provision  was  made 
for  the  appointment  of  local  committees  in  cases  \>hich  fell  under 
section  3  of  the  Act  to  exercise  the  powers  which  had  been  previously 
conferred  on  the  Board  of  Revenue  by  the  Regulation.  Section  22 
of  that  Act  made  it  unlawful  for  the  Government  to  nominate  or 
appoint  any  Trustee,  Manager,  or  Superintendent,  or  to  be  in  any  way 
connected  with  any  endowment  made  for  the  maintenance  of  anj'  mosque, 
temple    or  any    other    religious    establishment. 

Section  21  of  the  Act,  however,  gave  power  to  the  Board  of 
Eevenue  before  ti-ansferring  to  any  trustee,  manager  or  superintendent 
■or  to  any  committee  of  management  appointed  under  that  Act,  to 
determine  what  portion,  if  any,  of  the  land  or  other  property  should 
remain  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Board  for  application  to 
•secular  uses,  and  what  portion  should  be  transferred  to  the  superin- 
'denne  of  the  trustee,  etc..  and  the  provisions  of  the  Act  were  made 
applicable  only  to  the  portion  so  as  to  be  transferred  as  aforesaid 
And  section  12  of  the  Act  provided  that  the  powers  and  respon- 
:sil)ilities  of  the  Board  and  the  local  agents  would  cease  upon  the  transfer 
of   the    trust    property    to    the    local    committee. 

Before  proceeding  any  further  two  questions  arise  and  have  to  be 
disposed   of,   viz.  : — 

(1)  Whether    Act    XX  of    1863,    applies     to    this   endowment,    and 

if   so, 

(2)  whether    section   3    or    section    4    of    the    Aci    is    aj-plicaVile   to 

it,    for  ditterent    considerations     will    arise    as    one    or     the 
other    of    the    sections    is    held    to   apply. 
The    Act    would    apply    only    to   the    endowments    to    which    the  provi- 
sions   of    the    Regulation    were    applicable  and  in    the    present    case     there 
is     no    doubt     that     l)oth     the    Government    as    well    as    the    late    Sudder 
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Dewany  Adawliit  conskltMvd  tliat  tht>  lu'gulatiou  XIX  of  1<S10,  applied 
to  this  endowment.  Moreover,  it  has  been  held  that  all  endowments 
wiiich  are  affocteu  by  Regulation  XIX  of  1810,  fall  within  the  purview 
of  Act  XX  of  1863  (I.L.U.  34.  Cal.,  587).  We  are  clearly  of  opinion 
that    the    Act    is    applicable    to    this    endowment. 

We  are  further  of  opinion  that  section  3  of  tlio  Act  is  applicable 
to  the  present  case,  and  that  the  Government  was  bound  in  pursuance 
of  the  said  section  to  make  special  provisions  as  laid  down  in  sections 
7,  12  and  21  of  the  Act,  that  is  to  say  the  Local  Government  had 
to  appoint  local  committees,  and  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Revenue 
had,  with  certain  reservations,  provided  for  by  section  21  to  be 
transferred  to  such  committees  so  that  they  might  in  such  cases  be 
said  to  take  the  place  of  the  Board.  And  although  nothing  is  said 
specifically  as  to  what  the  powers  of  the  local  committees  were  to  be 
except  that  they  were  to  take  the  powers  of  the  Board  and  local 
agents  under  the  Regulation,  we  are  of  opinion  that  under  section  7 
of  the  Act  the  committees  were  entitled  to  nominate  and  appoint 
trustees,    etc. 

No  Committee,  however,  was  appointed  in  this  case  until  July 
1875.  In  June  1875,  the  Mutwalli  Keramat  Ali,  who  had  been 
appointed  in  1837,  having  become  too  old,  the  Government  appointed 
one  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad  the  sole  ^lutwalli  in  his  place.  And,  as 
already  pointed  out  the  Government  was  entitled  to  do  so  under 
section  12  of  the  Act.  which  continued  the  powers  of  the  Board  until 
the  appointment  of  locil  committees.  A  Committee  of  five,  however, 
was  appointed  in  July  1875,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
section  7,  and  the  Board  of  Revenue  determind  in  the  same  year 
to  make  over,  and  did  make  over,  the  Imambara,  bazar  and 
property  immediately  appertaining  thereto  to  the  Committee  and 
also  determined  to  make  over  from  time  to  time  the  four-ninths  of 
the     income     of     the     Syedpur      Estate.  It     appears     that     the     trust 

estate  consists  of  the  Imambara,  bazar,  property  immediately  apper- 
taining thereto  and  the  income  of  the  Syedpur  Estate  which  was  to  be 
deemed  to  be  divided  into  nine  shares.  Of  this  Trust  estate,  the  Imam- 
bara, etc.,  and  the  four-ninths  of  the  incoms  related  to  the  religious 
uses  and  the  remaining  nve-ninths  to  secular  uses.  The  Board  made 
over  the  control  of  the  purely  religious  portion  of  the  trust  estate, 
including  the  control  over  the  expenditure  of  the  four-ninths  income  to 
j;he  Committee  and  retained  the  management  of  the  Syudpur  Estate 
and  the  remaining  five-ninths  inconii  for  secular  purposes.  This,  the 
Board  of  Revenue  was  entitled  to  do,  for  under  section  21  of  the  Act, 
the  Board  was  entitled  to  determine  in  case  of  an  endowment  of  a 
partly  religious  and  partly  secular  character  as  to  what  portion  of  the 
endowed  property  should  be  retained  by  the  Board  for  secular  uses 
and  what  portion  should  bo  transferred  to  the  Committee  for  religious 
uses. 

The  Committee  appointed  in  July  1875,  as  aforesaid  recognized 
the  appointment  of  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad,  acquiesced  in  the  action  of 
the  Government  with  regard  to  the  retention  of  management  and  pos- 
session   of   Syedpur  Estate    and  the  appropriati  >  i  of  the  five-ninths  of  the 
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income  thereof  to  educational  purposes.  The  CJovernment  has.  therefore. 
managed  the  Syedpur  Estati;  aud  utilised  the  five-ninths  income  thereof 
for  educational  jnirposes  for  very  many  years  without  any  question 
having  been  raised.  We  are  of  opinion  that,  in  the  events  that  liave 
happened,  the  Government  is  entitled  to  do  so,  and  that  any  action 
taken  against  the  Government  to  upset  the  present  arrangement  will  fail 
on,  amongst  other  grounds,  the  ground  of  limitation  although  we  are 
reluctant    to  lay    much  stress   on  limitation   alone  : — 

{a)  We  do  not  think  the  appointment  of  Ali  Nawab  is  valid.  From 
1875  the  power  of  apiiointinent  vested  in  the  Local 
Committee  and  it  is  for  the  Local  Committee  to  make  the 
appointment. 

(b)  In   the   Local  Committee. 

(c)  We     should    have     been     inclined    to  think  that  notwithstanding 

any  vacancies  the  Committee  would  be  entitled  to  appoint, 
but  this  question  has  no  practical  importance  now  as  the 
vacancies  have  been  already  filled  up  by  the  order  of  the 
District    Court. 

(d)  The    Government     having    no    j^ower    either     to     appoint    or    to 

remove,  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad  is  still  the  Mutwalli  in  the  eye 
of    the    law. 

(e)  &  (_/)   We  are  of    opinion    tiiat    the  Government  had    no    power 

to  split  up  the  one-ninth  of  the  income  payable  to  the 
Llutwalli  as  a  remuneration  into  two  parts,  and  grant  a 
moiety  thereof  as  a  pension  to  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad.  We, 
however,  say  nothing  as  to  any  arrangement  that  may  be 
eome  to  between  the  father  and  the  son  for  the  support  of 
the   latter*. 

(Sd.)  15.  CHAKRAVARTI, 
(Sd.)  rash  BEHARI  GHOSH, 
(Sd.)  SEUAJUL  ISLAM,  Vakil,  High  Court. 
The    28th  June    1909. 
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Diiteil    Calcutta,    the    2yth  July    l,S7;i 

RESOLUTION — By    Governmeut    ot    Bengal,    General    (Education) 
Department. 

Head — 

The    following     papeis     regarding    the    increased    extension    of 

educational  facilities  to  Mahomedans  in  Bengal,  namely: — 
Bengal   Government   letter  No.   2918,   dated    17th    August    1872, 

with    enclosure-*. 
Home  Department  Resolution  and  letter,  dated    loth   June    1873. 
Also    the    proposals    by     Mr.    H.     Woodrow,     then     Officiating 

Director  of  Public  Instruction,  under  date    the    9th   August 

1872,   with    the    Lieutenant-Governor's   orders    thereon. 

Also  letter  No.  242B,  dated  28th  November  1871,  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Dacca,  enclosing  a  memorial  signed  by 
Khajeh  Abdool  Gunny,  C.S.I.,  and  pther  Mahomedans  of 
Dacca,  ^praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  Mahomedan 
College  at  Dacca,  and  sx)ecif3'ing  the  advantages  and 
concessions   they   speciallj'   desire. 

Also  the  Commissioner  of  Dacca's  report.  No.  102  A,  dated  16th 
June  1873,  upon  the  question  pnt  b}^  Government  as  to 
the  languages  which  Mahomedan  boys  at  Goverment 
schools   in   Eastern   Bengal   wish    to   learn. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  observes  that  all  the  Government  schools 
in  Bengal,  except  the  Sanskrit  College  and  the  Hindu  school  in 
Calcutta,  are  already  open  to  Mahomedan  as  well  as  to  Christian  and 
Hindu  scholars  ;  and  he  has,  in  the  correspondence  cited  above, 
expressed  his  unwillingness  to  found,  with  Government  money,  special 
schools  for  any  particular  creed  or  denomination,  tliough  he  was 
willing  to  sanction  special  classes  for  Mahoni'daiis  in  exceptional 
circumstances.  Accordingly,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  had,  in  1871, 
directed  that  if  there  were  at  any  Government  schools  in  Eastern 
Bengal,  or  elsewhere  in  Bengal  Proper,  sufficient  Mahomedan  scholars 
who  desired  to  learn  Arabic  and  Persian,  arrangements  should  be 
made  for  teaching  those  languages  in  special  classes.  He  submitted 
to  the  Government  of  India  his  view  that  we  should  teach  the 
general  body  of  Mahomedans  of  Bengal  their  own  vernacular,  which 
is  Bengalee,  in  the  Bengalee  character,  but  with  some  infusion  of 
Persian  words  ;  that  we  should  teach  Western  learning  to  such 
Mahomedans  as  may  seek  it  through  the  medium  of  English  and 
vernacular,  rather  than  through  the  medium  of  Arabic  or  Persian  ;  but 
that  we  should,  at  specially  endowed  colleges,  teach  the  classical 
languages  of  Persia  and  Arabia  to  Mahomedans  in  their  own  way,  so 
far  as  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  their  religion,  their  ideas  of  a 
liberal  education,  and  the  genuine  demand  for  oriental  learning  for  its 
own    sake. 
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2.  Wliilo  the  Lieutenant-Governor  thought  that  the  Government 
funds  could  not  he  properly  devoted  to  separate  Mahoniedan  colleges 
and  schools  to  a  greater  extent  tlian  at  present,  he  also  I'elt  that  the 
endowment  of  Mahomed  Mohsin  of  llooghly,  which  is  managed  by  the 
Government,  afforded  a  legitimate  means  of  promoting  special  Mahoniedan 
education.  Accordingly,  in  submitting  tliese  views  to  the  Supreme  Gov- 
ernment, the  Lieutenant-Governor  proposed  that  so  mucli  of  the  Mahomed 
Mohsin  endowment  as  is  assigned  lor  educational  purposes  should  be 
spent  in  giving  practical  el.ect  to  proposals  for  furthering  Mahoniedan 
education  throughout  the  country.  In  oider  that  we  mitht  be  able  to 
devote  the  whole  proceeds  of  the  Mohsin  tducational  endowment  to 
Mahomedan  education,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  asked  the  Government 
of  India  to  make  some  special  grant  to  enable  this  Government  to  set 
free  from  the  general  pui-poses  of  the  Hooghly  College  the  Mohsin 
funds,  and  with  the  proceeds  to  defray  the  cost  of  Mahomedan 
Madrissas  at  the  centres  of  Mahomedan  poj  ulation,  such  as  Dacca, 
Chittagong,   and    Rajshahi. 

3.  The  Government  of  India  have  now  expressed  their  general 
approval  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  views  and  plans  ;  and  they  have 
with  a  liberality  for  which  the  Government  of  Bengal  is  most 
grateful,  made  for  the  purpose  indicated  an  addition  of  Rs.  50,000 
to  the  grant  for  education  in  Bengal.  This  additional  grant  will  enable 
the  Bengal  Government  to  maintain  as  a  full-pov\-er  college  the  large 
and  successful  general  college  at  Hooghly.  His  Excellency  the  Viceroy 
in  Council  has  also  approved  the  appointment  of  a  European  officer  on 
a  salary  of  not  less  than  Rs.  1,000  a  month  as  Principal  of  the 
Calcutta  Madrissa,  and  possibly  as  Superintendent  of  Madrissas  in 
Bengal  ;  and  has  expressed  a  wisti  that  Mahomedan  Madrissas  or 
Departments  should  be  grafted  on  to  existing  colleges  and  high  schools 
at    the    centres   of   Mahomedan    population    in    Bengal. 

4.  The  funds  which  the  Lieutenant-Governor  has  at  his  disposal 
for    special    Mahomedan    education    are — 

Rs. 

(1)  Grant  to  the  Calcutta  Madrissa  and  its  attached 
schools,  as  per  the  Educational  Budget  of 
1873-74  ...  ...  ...  ...     38,000 

(2;  Mahomed  Mohsin  Educational  Endowment,  yielding 

per   annum    about  ...  ...  ...      55,000 

Total        ...     93,000 

From  tlie  sum  available,  as  above-mentioned,  must  be  met — 
First. — The  cost  of  the  Hooghly  Madrissa  and  boarding-house,  and 
the  dil.erence  between  the  full  college  or  school  feea 
and  those  paid  by  Mahomedan  scholars.  The  grant 
for  the  Hooghly  Madrissa  and  boarding-house  during 
the  year  1873-74  is  Rs.  5,000,  besides  scholarships  ; 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  wamld  make  it  in  future 
Rs.  7,000,  in  accordance  with  plans  for  other  Madrissas. 
to    be    presently    stated. 
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Secondly. — Tlu-  cost  of  tlic  Calcutta  Madrissa  and  AngloPertiian 
Departiiieiit  and  Ijoardiiig-liouse,  and  c)[  the  Branch 
School  at  ('olliiiga.  Tliu  Liouti-iiaiit-Governor  is  satiH- 
tied  that  Mahonu'dans  of  IJeiigal  would  wish  the 
Calcutta  Madrissa  to  he  retained  whatever  other 
Madrissas  may  be  establisslied.  Excluding  scholarshipH 
the  grant  for  the  Calcutta  Madrissa  and  its  attendant 
institutions  during  the  year  1873-74  was  Rs.  34,500 
gross,  ihc  fees  being  credited  to  Govei-nment.  The 
new  appointment  of  a  Principal  antl  Superintendent  of 
Madrissas  must  considerably  increase  this  charge  ;  and 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  would,  if  necessary,  assign 
Rs.  35,000  plus  its  fees,  or  about  Rs.  40,000  in  all, 
as  the  cost  of  this  institution  and  its  dependencies. 
The  establishment  of  moulvies  and  teachers  at  the 
Calcutta  Madrissa  requires  revision.  The  number  of 
teachers  seems  too  large,  and  the  salaries  of  the 
junior  teachers  may  be  too  small.  For  the  80  or  90 
Arabic  students  there  are  seven  moulvies  besides  the 
professor  ;  while  for  the  320  boys  in  the  Anglo-Persian 
Department  there  are  18  teachers  besides  the  professor 
and  the  resident  moonshee.  The  Director  of  Public 
Instruction  will  be  instructed  to  submit  an  early  report 
on    these    establishments. 

There   Avill    remain  Rs.    51.000    to    be    spent    on    ^Madrissas   at     IXicca, 

Chittagong,     Rajshahye,  or    other    places    in    the   ^lahomedan    districts,    on 

scholarships,     and      on  other     means     of     promoting     the     education     of 
Mahomedans. 

5.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  proposes  that  the  new  Madrissas 
should  consist  of  a  boai-ding-house  for  IMahomedan  students,  a  set  of 
rooms  for  study,  and  a  staff  of  Mahomedan  officers  (who  should  teach 
Arabic  and  Persian,  and  other  liranclies  not  requiring  a  knowledge  of 
English),  as  well  as  a  master  capable  of  acting  as  home  tutor  for 
English  education.  One  at  least  of  the  teachers  would  have  free 
quarters  in  the  boarding-house,  and  would  have  charge  of  the 
boarders.  The  ]\Iadrissa  would  be  attaclied  to,  and  the  boarding-house 
would  be  near,  the  college  or  high  school,  and  Mahomedan  boys  of  approv- 
ed merit,  who  attended  school  or  college,  would  have  two-thirds  of 
their   school    fees    paid    for   them    from    the    Madrissa   funds. 

6.  Of  all  the  eastern  districts,  Chittagong  and  NoacoUy  are  those 
which  have  the  largest  population  of  Mahomedans  of  the  class  which 
seek  education  and  send  students  to  the  Calcutta  and  Hooghly 
Madrissas.  Rajshahye  is  centrically  situated  in  a  part  of  Bengal, 
nearly  three-fourths  of  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  Mahomedans. 
Dacca,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  still  moi-e  important  centre,  and  has 
also  around  it  a  very  large  Mahomedan  population  ;  and  the  Commis- 
sioner reported  in  1871  that  Khajeh  Abdool  Gunny,  c.s.i.,  with  many 
influential     Maliomedans,     wished     to     have     an     exclusively    Mahomedan 
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college  ostablislu'd  at  Dacca,  wlicn^at  stiulents  iiiiglit  leani  English  or 
Arabic.  The  memorialists,  it  is  observod,  especially  say  that  they  do 
not  require  Bengali  or  Hindustani  to  be  taught  at  this  college,  as 
their  children  learn  these  languages  sufficiently  well  at  home.  The 
DKiniorialists  lay  nuich  stress  on  having  a  lMiru])ean  gentleman,  with 
some  knowledge  of  Persian  and  Arable,  at  the  head  of  the  Dacca 
Madrissa.  The  Commissioner  reported  in  1871  that  a  piece  of  land 
would  be  given  for  the  site  oi.  a  Madrissa  at  Dacca,  and  that  even- 
tually wealthy  Mahomedans  might  probably  come  forward  to  endow 
such    an    institution. 

7.  If  the  ]\Iahomedan  gentlemen  of  Dacca  should  furnish  the 
funds  for  a  separate  college  of  their  own,  every  assistance  shall  be 
given  to  them,  and  the  ]\Ioshin  ^ladrissa  grant  will  be  amalgamated 
with  their  funds.  But  putting  this  question  apart,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor's  present  view  is,  that  it  will  be  best  to  establish,  in 
addition  to  the  Hooghly  Madrissa,  Madrissas  at  Dacca,  at  Chittagong 
and    at    Rajshahye,    consisting    of    not   less    than    the    following  : — 

(a)  A  l)oarding-house  with  three  or  more  school-rooms,  and  a 
decent  house,  after  the  native  style,  for  the  resident 
teacher. 

{b)  An    establishment    consisting    of — 


Es. 

Superintendent   on   Rs.   200,   rising   to   Rs.   250  ...  2,700 

1st   Teacher   on   Rs.   75,   rising    to  Rs.  100  ...  1,020 

2nd     ditto      on     „      40,       „         to     „      60  ...  640 

Contingencies   and   prizes,    at   Rs.   120   a   month  ...  1,440 

Servants    for    boarding-house    and     grant-in-aid  of 

boarders'   messing   at   Rs.    100                ...  ...  1,200 


Total    per   annum  ...     7,000 


For  Dacca  a  more  highly-paid  stafii'  might  be  allowed,  saj''  a 
Superintendent  on  Rs.  350  \ev  mensem,  and  annual  net  grant  of 
Rs.  10,000.  The  Superintendent  should  be,  if  possible,  a  Mahomedan, 
who  knows  both  English  ami  either  Arabic  or  Persian,  and  he 
should  be  competent  to  teach  Mahomedan  law.  The  Madrissa  building 
should  be  as  near  as  possible  to  the  college  or  high  school  or  zillah 
school  buildings  ;  boarders  or  other  Mahomedan  boys  approved  by  the 
committee  would  be  allowed  to  attend  the  English,  law,  survey, 
science,  and  other  classes  of  the  college  or  school  on  payment  of  one- 
third  the  usual  fees,  the  other  two-thirds  being  paid  by  the  Moshin 
Fund.  Each  Madrissa  would  be  under  the  management  of  a  special 
committee,  or  of  a  special  sub-committee  of  the  general  District  School 
Committee.  Such  committee  oi-  sub-committee  should  consist  of  Maho- 
medans   and    Europeans,    and    the    Superintendent    of    the    local     Madrissa 
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would  111'  a  hiciiiImt.  mid  might  l)o  secretary.  At  Dacca  and 
Hiioglily  tlio  rrincipal  of  tlic  (-(tllfgc  should  ho  a  meinher  o£  the 
committee.  The  cost  of  tho  luiildings,  which  should  not  he  very 
expensive,  would  lie  met  tiom  the  uninvested  sui'plus  of  about 
Ks.  DO, 000    now    in    the    hands   ol"    the    Moshin    Fund    trustees. 

8.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  would  not  at  present  lay  down  the 
course  of  study  in  ^lahonudan  literature,  or  Mahomedan  law,  which 
should  he  pursued  at  the  Madrissas.  He  would  leave  details  to  he 
settled  hy  the  local  Superintendents  and  the  local  cominittees  under 
the  general  supervision  of  the  Superintendent  of  Madrissas.  His 
view  generally  is,  that  we  should  teach  at  Madrissas  such  Persian 
and  Arabic,  and  a  reasonable  amount  of  Mahomedan  law  and 
literature,  as  students  maj'  wish  to  learn,  and  that  we  should 
give  special  facilities  to  Madrissa  students  who  may  elect  to 
take  the  ordinary  English  course  of  study,  and  to  read  physical 
science. 

9.  It  has  often  been  urged  that  the  best  Bengal  Mahomedans 
are     usually    men     of     small     means.        The    Lieutenant-Governor    believes 

this     to     be     true  ;    and    he    would    set    aside    a 
Jessore.  MymeDsing.  further    suui    of    Rs.     7.200     to    be     allotted,   at 

Rungpore.  Tipperali.  inn 

"  Pubua.  Xuatoliy.  the     rate     of     Ks.    800    a    year,    to   each    of   the 

Backer'TuiT'e       '  ^  "^ '  zilla    schools    marginally    noted,   for  ex[)enditure, 

parth'  in  paying  two-thirds  of  the  school  fees 
of  deserving  Mahomedan  hoys  who  may  attend  regularly  at  these 
schools,  and  partly  in  bearing  a  share  of  the  cost  of  a  teacher  of 
Arabic  and  Persian.  The  views  of  the  Maliomedan  members  of  tlie 
District  School  Committees  should  be  allowed  much  weight  in  deciding 
how  these  grants  are  to  be  sp;Mit.  A  sum  of  Rs.  8,000  might  be 
set  aside  to  meet  two-thirds  of  the  college  or  school  fees  of  deserv- 
ing Madrissa  students  who  may  attend  the  Presidency,  Hooghly  or 
Dacca  Colleges,  or  the  collegiate  and  other  schools  near  which  a 
Madrissa    may    be    established. 

10.  There  will  remain  a  sum  of  Rs.  11,800  available  for  various 
expenses  which  may  prove  necessary,  and  especially  for  Mohsin  scho- 
larships. All  scholarships  now  held  at  the  Calcutta  and  Hooghly 
Madrissas  will  be  continued  to  their  holders.  The  number,  amount 
and  duration  of  the  scholarships  can  be  settled  as  soon  as  the  new 
Madrissas  are  established.  But  in  the  interest  of  all  parties,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  thinks  that  a  lai'ge  pr  iportion  of  the  sum  available 
should  be  devoted  to  the  encouragement  of  ^lahomedan  lads  who 
learn  English  and  succeed  in  English  studies  and  physical  science. 
In  general  terms,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  would  say  that  we  ought 
to  establish  some  Mohsin  scholarships  of  Rs.  i  or  Rs.  5  per  mensem 
tenable  at  zillah  schools  :  an  1  some  of  Rs  1.5,  Rs.  20,  and  Rs.  25  per 
mensem  tenable  at  ordinary  or  special  colleges,  or  at  the  civil  service 
classes.  Perhaps  it  might  Ijo  possible  to  have  one  Moshin  sc'iolar- 
ship  of  Rs.  1,000  a  year  tenable  in  England  by  successful  Maliome- 
dan   students    of    English. 


767 


16 

11.     Tho    total    annual    cost    of    tlio    ahove    an-au^eiuents  will    be — 

Annual   cost    in    Hii. 

Calcutta   Madrissa,   etc.  ...  ...  ...     35,000 

Dacca    Madrissa  ...  ...  ...     10,000 

Establislimeiit       and      boanli  iiji-lioii.se       of     three 
Madrissas  ...  ...  ...  ...     21,000 

Various    further   expenses,    including    scholarships     11,800 
Assignment     for     Mahomedan     education    at    nine 
zilla   schools         ...  ...  ...  ...       7,200 

Assignment  to  meet  the  cost  of  paying  two- 
thirds  fees  of  Madrissa  boj's  who  may  attend  at 
the  Presidency,  Hooghty  and  Dacca  Colleges 
or  collegiate  schools,  or  at  the  Rajshahj'e  and 
Chittagong  schools,   or   law   classes  ...  ...       8,000 

Total        ...     93,000 
Amount   available   as   per  paragraph   4   above     93,000 


12.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  hopes  that  Mahomedan  gentlemen  of 
wealth  and  liberalitj',  of  whom  there  are  many  in  Eastern  Bengal,  will 
sooner  or  later  come  forward  to  endow  scholarships  or  otherwise  to 
support  the  new  Madrissas  which  are  to  be  established.  The  Com- 
missioner of  Dacca  will  be  asked  to  communicate  with  the  memorial- 
ists of  1871,  and  to  ascertain  how  far  they  are  willing  to  help.  The 
funds  at  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  disposal  do  not  permit  of  his 
providing  a  competent  European  Principal  for  the  Dacca  Madrissa  ;  but 
if  the  memorialists  still  desire  to  have  such  an  officer  over  the  Dacca 
Madrissa,  and  see  their  waj*  to  guaranteeing  an  additional  income  of 
Es.  6,000  per  annum,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  would  have  to  be  able 
to   meet    their    wishes. 

13.  The  arrangements  now  jn-oposed  do  not  set  aside  any  funds 
for  aiding  Mahomedan  primary  schools.  The  Lieutenant-Governor  has 
much  hope  that  the  action  taken  by  local  officers  under  the  primary 
school  orders  will  result  in  our  having  Mahomedan  scholars  and 
teachers  at  a  great  many  of  the  primarj-  schools  in  the  eastern 
districts.  If  this  should  be  so,  if  a  large  proportion  of  the  schools 
boys  are  Mahomedans,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  would  expect  that  in 
course  of  time  district  officers  may  be  able  to  nominate  Mahomedans 
to  a  share  of  the  Deputy  and  Sub-Inspectorships  in  Mahomedan 
districts.  At  present  hardly  a  single  member  of  the  inspecting  staff 
in    Bengal    is    a    Mahomedan. 

14.  In  pursuance  of  the  policy  that  Government  funds  cannot  be 
set  aside  for  special  sects,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  has  not  proposed 
to  set  apart  any  of  the  grant-in-aid  fund,  or  of  the  scholarship  fund, 
or  of  the  primary  school  grant,  exclusively  for  Mahomedan  education. 
The  funds  now  granted  for  Mahomedan  purposes  come  exclusively 
from  the  ]^Iohsin  foundation  and  from  the  grant  .  made  in  the  last 
century     to     the     Calcutta     Madrissa.       The     Lieutenant-Governor     hopes 


768 


17 

and  anticipates  that  before  long  MalionitMians  may  get  their  fair  share 
of  the  general  scholarships  and  ot-iicr  educational  advantages  granted 
b}'  (Jovernment  to  the  Mahomrdan  districts.  lie  was  glad  to  notice 
in  the  last  Educational  Report  that  j\lahoniedans  are  said  to  be  creep, 
ing  up  to  the  top  of  the  zillali  schools  in  Eastern  Bengal  ;  he  has 
recently  heard  that  the  head  student  of  the  Hooghly  College  at  the 
recent  15. A.  examination  was  a  Mahomodan  ;  and  he  has  just  seen 
that  a  Mahomedan  boy  came  out  first  at  the  open  examination  for 
patshala    scholarships    in    the    Pubna    district. 

15.  As  respects  the  kind  of  man  required  for  the  new  Principal- 
ship  of  the  Madrissa,  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  views  are  expressed  in 
the    following   extract  : — 

"  His  Honour  would  appoint  as  Principal  of  the  Calcutta 
Madrissa  and  Superintendent  of  Miidrissas  in  Bengal  a  Euroj^ean  scholar' 
on  Rs.  1,000  per  mensem,  to  be  paid  from  the  Mohsin  Fund.  To 
bring  him  into  sympathy  witli.  the  students,  and  to  enable  him  to 
direct  their  studies,  lie  should  be  a  Persian  and  Arabic  scholar  ;  but  FJis 
Honour  does  not  pi'opose  that  the  teaching  of  those  languages  should 
be  in  any  degree  his  chief  function.  It  is  much  more  important  that 
he  should  be  able  to  direct  their  education  in  EuroiJean  science  and 
art,  and  to  teach  in  the  Calcutta  Madrissa  the  most  important  branches. 
Aiid  most  important  of  all,  much  more  important  than  his  being  a 
mere  oriental  scholar,  is  that  he  should  be  a  man  fitted  to  lead,  to 
influence,  and  to  discipline  j^outh — a  man  with  the  talent  of  a  head- 
master of  a  public  school,  and  a  temper  fitted  to  deal  with  and  attach 
to   him   the    natives   of   India. " 

16.  The  Commissioners  of  Dacca,  Rajshahye,  and  Chittagong  will  be 
requested  to  appoint  at  once  committees  consisting  of  the  Magisti'ate, 
the  District  Engineer,  two  or  three  educated  Mahomedans,  and  a 
representative  of  the  local  college  or  school,  to  propose  a  scheme  for 
buying  or  Imilding,  close  to  the  school  or  college,  a  ^ladrissa  contain- 
ing three  or  more  school-rooms,  accommodation  for  not  loss  than  thirty 
boarders,  and  a  house  for  the  resident  Superintendent.  The  outside 
cost  of  the  whole  should  not  exceed  Rs.  25,000  for  each  Madrissa  ; 
the  committee  will  best  be  able  to  decide  what  kind  of  buildings 
should  be  built  or  bought  in  each  case.  The  Commissioners  of 
these  divisions  may  also  take  such  steps  as  they  may  see  fit,  either 
by  public  meeting  or  othewise,  to  interest  the  Mahomedan  public  in 
the    movement. 

By   order   of   the    Lieutenant-Governor   of   Bengal, 

C.  BERNARD, 
Offg.    Secy,    to  the   Government    of   Bengal. 
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No.   1106,  dated    Simla,    the    9th    August    1909. 

From — Sir     Harold     Stuart,     k.c.v.o.,     c.s.i..    Secretary    to    the 
Government    of   India,    Home  Department. 

To — The    Chief    Secretary    to   the  Government  of  Bengal,  Revenue 
Department. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  No.  2314  L.R.,  dated  the  20th  July  1909, 
I  am  directed  to  say  that  the  Government  of  India  are  disposed  to 
concur  in  the  view  taken  by  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in 
regard  to  the  appointment  of  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  as  ]\Iutwalli  of  the 
Hooghly  Imambara,  but  that  they  consider  that  before  final  orders  are 
issued  it  would  be  well  to  give  Nawabzada  Saiyid  Asrafuddin  Ahmad 
Khan  Bahadur,  an  opportunity  of  stating  any  objections  he  may  have 
to   urge    against  the    action    which    His    Honour   proposes    to   take. 


770 


No.  48  R.  G. 
From 


38 


LVll-I 


To 


SiK. 


1).    De,    Esy.,    i.cs., 

Ofifg.    Commissioner    of    the    IJurdwan    Division,- 

The  Chief    Secretary    to   the    Governmeut    of    Bengal, 

Revenue    Department. 

Dated    Chinsurah,    the    21st    August    1909. 


I  have  the  honour  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Government 
the  strained  I'elations  that  are  unfortunately  at  present  in  existence 
between  the  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly  Tmambara  and  the  Committee  of 
Management. 

2.  Government  is  aware  that  the  present  Mutwalli  Syed  Ali  Xawab 
took  over  charge  of  his  office  on  the  -ith  December  1908,  having  been 
appointed  as  such  in  Government  order  No.  4464,  dated  the  20th 
November    1908. 

3.  I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  since  the  very  beginning  the 
Committee  has  assumed  a  most  unfriendly  attitude  towards  the  ]\Iutwalli. 
The  ]\Iutwalli  has  reported  that  since  assuming  charge  on  the  4th 
December  1908,  he  has  repeatedly  written  to  the  Committee  on  matters 
relating  to  the  Imambara  but  has  got  no  replies  from  that  ])ody. 
Latterly  the  Committee  wanted  to  correspond  with  the  ]\Iut\valli  through 
their  Head  Clerk,  the  Mutwalli  naturally  objected  to  this  and  courteous- 
ly pointed  out  to  the  Committee  that  the  subject  matters  of  their 
Head  Clerk's  letters  should  be  communicated  to  him  direct  liy  the 
Committee  and  not  by  the  Head  Clerk,  who,  he  observed,  was  neither 
a  member  of  the  Committee  nor  member  in  charge  of  the  Committee's 
office,  and  he  added  that  if  he  was  written  to  direct  he  would  consi- 
der it  his  duty  to  accede  to  their  request  without  delay.  The  Mutwalli 
addressed  this  letter  on  the  22nd  April  last,  but  no  reply  seems  to 
have    yet    been    vouchsafed    by    the    Committee. 

4.  The  above  is  far  from  all.  Owing  ti  the  hostile  attitudes  of 
the  Committee  things  are  almost  at  .'>,  dead  lock.  At  first  the 
Committee  did  not  pass  the  bills  of  the  Mutwalli  for  the  month  of 
December  last  ;  as  it  was  necessary  to  pay  the  establishment,  the 
Local  Agent  took  it  upon  himself  to  pass  them.  That  the  Committee 
is  not  guided  by  any  principle  in  its  action  will  appear  from  the  fact 
that  they  sent  the  necessary  cheques-  for  the  subsequent  months  of 
January  to  April  1909,  and  again  sent  none  in  respect  of  rhe  months 
of   ^lav.    June    and     Julv.      It     is     with     regard     to    the     grain     allowance 
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payable  to  the  Imambara  establishment  that  they  seem  to  have  taken  a 
determined  attitude.  They  issued  a  cheque  on  this  account  for  Decem- 
ber 1908,  on  the  -Itli  February  1909,  l)ut  they  have  sent  no  cheques 
for  tliis  for  any  subsequent  months,  though  this  has  been  provided  for 
in  the  budgets  of  the  Mohsin  Endowment  Fund.  The  grain  allowance 
bills  may,  I  consider,  be  paid  by  the  Local  Agent  like  the  establish- 
ment   l)ills,    though    this    has    not    yet    been    done. 

5.  The  conduct  of  the  Committee  appears  to  me  to  have  ])een 
extremely  unsatisfactory  and  capricious.  It  may,  I  think,  be  considered 
to  amount  to  positive  neglect  of  duty  ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  the 
Committee  can  only  be  sued  in  the  Civil  Court  for  sucli  neglect  of 
duty. 

6.  I  would  solicit  earlj-  instructions  as  to  the  line  of  action  which 
should    be    taken. 

I    have   the    honour    to   be, 

Sir, 
Your    most    obedient    servant, 

(Sd.)  B.    DE, 

Offg.    Commissioner. 
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No.  2861,  <lat(Hl  Calcutta,  tlie  24rh  August  1909. 

From — Sir     Charles  Allkn,     kt..     i.c.s.,    Offg.     Chief     vSecretary    to    the 
Government    of  Bengal,   Revenue   Department. 

To — The    Commissioner    of  the  Bunhvan    Division. 

With  reference  to  the  correspondence  resting  with  your  letter 
No.  20R.G.,  dated  the  27th  May  1909,  regarding  the  memorial  of  the 
21st  January  1909,  against  the  appointment  of  Maulvi  Saiyid  Ali 
Nawab  to  be  the  ilutwalli  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara,  I  am  directed  to 
state  that  opinion  of  counsels  has  been  taken  on  the  questions  raised 
by  the  memorialists.  Mr.  B.  Chakravarty,  Dr.  Rash  Bihari  Ghosh 
and  Maulvi  Siraj-ul-Islam,  who  wei-e  consulted  are  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  the  i-i^ht  to  appoint  to  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
mutwalli  is  vested  in  the  Committee  and  not  in  Government,  that  the 
appointment  of  Maulvi  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  was  void  ah  initio^  that  in  the 
eye  of  law  Nawabzada  Saiyid  AslirafudJin  Ahmad  is  still  the  mutwalli, 
and  that  the  grant  of  pension  to  the  latter  was  ultra  vires. 

2.  His  Honour  considers  that  this  opinion  must  be  accepted  as 
finally  disposing  of  the  question,  which  has  been  raised  regarding 
the  authority  of  the  Government  to  appoint  a  mutwalli.  He  would 
therefore,  inform  Nawabzada  Saiyid  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad  that  legally 
he  is  still  the  mutwalli.  and  that  his  resignation,  if  he  desires  to 
resign,  should  be  addressed  to  the  Committee,  who  will  take  such  steps 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  appointment  of  a  successor. 

3.  It  is,  however,  considei-ed  that  before  final  orders  are  issued 
Nawabzada  Saij-id  Asrafuddin  Ahmad  should  be  given  an  opportunity 
of  stating  the  objections  (if  any)  which  he  wishes  to  urge  against 
the  issue  of  these  orders.  I  am  accordingly  to  request  that  you  will 
be  so  good  as  to  inform  him  of  the  action  which  Government  proposes 
to  take  and  to  call  on  him  to  submit  to  you  any  representation  he 
may  wish  to  make  at  a  very  early  date.  His  representation  should  be 
forwarded    by    you    to   Government    as  soon  as  it  is  received. 
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No.  i^ii^-f^',  dated  Chinsura,  the  31st  August   1909. 

Memorandum  by — B.   1)e,   Esq.,  i.c.s.,    Offg.  Commissioner  of  the    IJurdwan 
Division. 

Copy  of  the  following  submitted  to  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Bengal,  Revenue  Department,  Eor  favour  of  orders,  with 
reference    to   Government    order   No.  2861    of   the    24th  instant. 


Dated    Hooghly,    the    30th    August    1909. 

From — N.4WABZADA    Saiyip    AsHiiAFUDDiN    Ahmad,    Khan 
Bahadur. 

To — The    Commissioner    of    the    Burdwan    Division. 

With  reference  to  your  No.  113  E.G.,  of  the  25th  instant  which 
reached  me  on  the  26th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  letter  No.  2861, 
of  the  2-lth  August  1909,  from  the  Under-Secretary  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Bengal,  I  have  the  honour  to  express  my  very  grateful  thanks 
to  His  Honour  for  allowing  me  an  opportunity  of  submitting  a  repre- 
sentation to  Government  as  regards  the  legality  of  my  son's  appoint- 
ment   as    Mutwali   of   the    Hooghly    Imainbara. 

But  I  beg  leave  to  submit  that  it  is  very  difficult  for  me  to 
make  an  effective  representation  without  having  a  copy  of  the  opinions 
of  the  lawyers  referred  to  in  the  Under-Seci'etary's  letter,  and  also  the 
copies    of  the  statement    of  facts   on    which    those    opinions    were    given. 

J,  therefore,  request  that  you  will  he  pleased  to  move  Govern- 
ment to  favour  me  with  the  copies  of  the  opinions  of  the  lawyers  and 
of  the  statements    of   facts   supplied    to  them. 

I  would  further  most  respectfully  pray  that  Government  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  grant  me  reasonably  sufficient  time  to  enable  me 
to  prepare  and  submit  my  humble  representation  for  the  kind  and  just 
consideration    of    His    Honour    the    Lieutenant-Governor. 


I 

*Donii-onicial  No.    IIOT.H. 

Government  of    15en«ai,, 

Revenue    Department. 

6tli   Sopk'inlMT    I'.tO'J. 
Dear  Mr.   De, 

1  have  laid  before  His  Honour  your  letter  No.  l;^>  K.(i. — 3S — LV'll-I, 
dated  the  21st  August,  regarding  the  friction  between  the  Committee 
of  Management  and  the  Mutwalleo  of  the  Hoogldy  Iinambara.  Under 
the  Lieutenant-Governor's  order  it  has  been  strongly  impi-essed  upon 
the  President  of  the  Committee  that  Government  will  not  tolerate  the 
continuance  of  bickering  between  the  two  parties.  I  enclose,  for  your 
information,  a  copy  of  my  demi-official  No.  D.-578-D.,  dated  the  31st 
ultimo,  to  the  President.  It  is  hoped  tiiat  it  will  have  the  desired 
ett'ect  ;  but  if  the  warning  is  disregarded,  you  will  no  doubt  report 
again   in    due    course. 

Yours    sincerelj', 
(Sd.)  niegible. 


To 


B.  De,  Esq.,  i.c.s., 

Oftg.    Commissioner    of   the    Burdwan    Division. 


No.   D.-578-D. 


Government  of  Bengal. 

Calcutta,   the  31st   August    1909. 
My   dear   Sir, 

In  continuation  of  our  conversation  of  yesterday  I  am  to  inform 
you  that  His  Honour  has  heard  with  regret  that  considerable  friction 
exists  between  the  Mutwallee  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  and  the  Com- 
mittee with  the  result  that  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the 
Imaniljara  is  impeded.  The  Government  has  already  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  objections  which  have  been  preferred  to  the  appointment 
of  the  present  Mutwalee,  and  orders  upon  the  subject  will  be  issued 
in  due  course.  There  is  no  reason,  therefore,  whj-  the  Committee  should 
assume  a  hostile  attitude  towards  the  Mutw\allee,  and  the  Government 
cannot  permit  a  situation  so  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  this 
important    endowment    to   continue. 

r  am  to  request,  therefore,  as  President  of  the  Ccmmittee  to  use 
your  influence  to  prevent  bickering  and  to  promote  the  harmonious 
discharge    of   the    business    of    the    Imambara. 

Yours    sincerely, 

(Sd.)  C.  H.  A. 
Chief    Secretary. 

To 

Khan    Bahadur   Mirza  Shujat   Ali    Beg, 
10,    Hungerford    Street,    Calcutta. 
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No.    1775  T.R.,    dated   Darjeeling,    the    8th    September    1909. 

From — B.  A.  Collins,  Esq.,  i.c.s.,  Under-Secretary  to  the  Govern- 
ment   of    Bengal,    Revenue    Department, 

To — The    Commissioner    of   the    Jjurdwan    Division. 

With     reference     to    your    memorandum     No.     ^^yi^'    dated    the  31st 

August    1909,    and    enclosure,    I   am    directed    to 

"  F/rfe  enclosure  to  Government     foi-\vard    hei"ewith,  for    transmission     to    Nawab- 

letter     No.     2314L.E.,    dated    the  n    •    -i      i     i        r     -i  t        \i  i     i^i  r>    i      i 

20tli  July  1909.  zada  Saiyid   Ashrafuddm  Ahmad,  ivhan  Bahadur, 

a  copy  of  the  legal  opinion*  taken  by  Govern- 
ment regarding  the  legality  of  the  appointment  of  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab 
ai^  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
statement  of  facts  on  which  the  opinion  is  based.  In  doing  so  I  am 
to  request  that  Saiyid  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad,  may  be  asked  to  submit 
his    representation    within    1-1    days    of    the    receipt    of   these    papers. 
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Dated    Calcutta,    the    21st    September  1909. 

From— Shams-ul-ulama      Shaikh      Mahmud     Gilani,       President, 
Hooghly    Imambara    Defence    Association, 

To — The    Chief   Secretary    to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  Revenue 
Department. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  that  while  the  Shia  ^luhammadans  of 
India  have  been  anxiously  waiting  for  orders  on  their  memorial  which 
they  addressed  through  the  Government  of  Bengal,  to  His  Excellency 
the  Viceroy  and  Governor-General  of  India  in  respectfully  protesting 
against  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Ali  Nawab  to  the  Mutwalliship  of  the 
great  Shia  Institution,  the  Hooghly  Imambara,  they  have  heard  a  report 
to  the  effect  that  Government  has  asked  the  Mutwalli  of  the  Imambara 
for  certain  explanations,  and  that  the  Mutwalli  has  applied  Government 
for  time  to  do  so  till  the  end  of  December  1909.  With  regard  to  the 
explanation  asked  for  from  the  Mutwalli  I  am  to  submit  that  in  case 
the  Mutwalli  introduces  any  such  men  or  matter  as  may  prove  prejudicial 
to  the  interest  of  the  memorialists  and  may  tend,  if  unrefuted,  to  the 
passing  of  orders  adverse  to  the  Shia  community,  you  will.  I  hope 
be  pleased  to  refer  to  me  as  President  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara 
Defence  Association  for  such  a  reply  or  elucidation  of  facts  as  may 
be  necessary.  And  if  any  legal  point  be  raised  l)y  the  Mutwalli  in  his 
explanation,  you  will  kimlly  see  that  the  point  is  discussed  according 
to  tlie  Shia  law,  and  not  according  to  the  Sunni  law  which  differs  in 
many    respects    greatl}^   from    the    Shia    law. 

As  to  the  long  time  which  the  Mutwalli  is  reported  to  have  asked 
from  Government  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  his  explanation.  I 
venture  to  remark  that  such  a  long  time  is  obviously  asked  not  for 
the  purpose  of  preparing  his  explanation,  but  for  some  other  motive  he 
might  have  in  view.  Such  a  long  time  is  by  no  means  necessary  to 
prepare  an  explanation  in  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  Moreover  the 
next  Muhurrum  will  begin  in  the  middle  of  January  1910,  and  if  no 
decision  is  made  by  Government  regarding  the  mutwalliship  of  the 
Hooghly  Imambara  at  an  early  date,  the  same  kind  of  scruple  in  the 
exercise  of  the  religious  ceremonies  will  be  felt  by  the  Shia  devotees 
and    the    pilgrims    as    was    exp;rienced    by    them     in    the   last  Muhurrum. 
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No.  67  R.  G.,datod  Chinsura,  the  21st  September  1909. 

Memo,    by — B.  De,   Esq.,     i.c.s.,     OHiciating'     Commissioner  of   the 
Burdwau  Division. 

Copy   of   the   following   is   submitted   to   the    Chief   Secretary   to     the 
Government    of    Bengal    for   consideration    and    orders. 


Dated  Hooghly,  the  19th  September  1909. 

From — Nawabzada      Saiyiu       Ashraf-ud-din        Ahmad,       Khan 
Bahadur, 

To — The  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan  Division. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  enclosures  from 
the  Government  of  Bengal  regarding  the  Hooghly  Imambara,  which 
you  were  good  enough  to  forward  to  me  [vide  your  Memorandum 
No.  12.5  R.  G.,  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant).  As  the  papers 
dealt  with  important  and  intricate  questions  of  law  regarding  the  right 
to  nominate  or  appoint  the  ]Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara,  I  made 
over  the  same  to  my  lawyer,  Babu  Bhupendra  Nath  Basu  of  Calcutta, 
on  the  10th  instant.  He  told  me  at  the  time  that  it  would  be'  very 
difficult  to  deal  with  the  case  fully  and  adequately  within  a  fortnight 
and  he  writes  to  me  now  a  letter,  which  in  original,  I  beg  leave  to 
annex    herewith    for    Government's    information. 

As  mostly  the  leading  lawyers  are  absent  owing  to  the  Puja  holidays, 
Babu  Bhupendra  Nath  Basu  wants  time  till  a  fortnight  after  the 
reopening    of   the    High    Court. 

I  hardly  venture  to  ask  the  Government  for  this  favour,  but  I 
am  emboldened  by  the  kindness  which  the  Government  has  always 
shown  me  to  make  the  request  for  the  time  requii-ed  by  my  lawyer 
in    the    hope    that    it    may    be  granted. 

H,  however,  the  Government  is  unwilling  to  grant  the  extension 
wanted.  I  shall  be  content  with  whatever  time  the  Government  may 
be  graciously  pleased  to  grant  me,  nay  only  submission  being  that  a  shorter 
time  will  not  allow  Babu  Bhupendra  Nath  Basu.  to  take  the  opinion  of 
eminent  counsel  on  my  behalf  and  submit  the  same  before  Govern- 
ment   for    its    consideration. 


No.  8163,  dated  Calcutta,  the  18th  September  1009. 

From — Babu  Bhupendra  Nath  Basu,  Soliciter, 

To — Nawabzada  Khan  Bahadur  Ashraf-ud-din  Ahmad. 

The  papers  which  you  made  over  to  me  on  the  lOtli  instant 
raise  very  serious  and  important  questions  both  as  regards  yourself 
and  your  son,  as  well  as  regards  Government  ;  I  am  j^erusing  the 
papers    and   getting   together    all    the     various    materials    extending     over 
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a  century.  It  was  very  good  of  Government  to  have  given  you 
an  opportunity  to  state  your  case,  but  with  due  deference  T  venture  to 
submit  that  a  fortnight's  time  is  much  too  short  in  which  to  collect 
all  the  materials  and  work  up  the  case  properly  :  the  difficulty  is 
further  enhanced  by  the  alisence  of  leading  counsels  from  Calcutta 
owing    to    the    puja    holidays. 

I  would  thei'efore,  advise  you  to  apply  to  Government  for  further 
time,  and  I  have  no  doulit  that  the  Government  will  accede  to  your 
prayer. 

The  High  (Jourt  reopens  on  the  12th  November,  and  a  fortnight 
after  the  reopening  will  enable  me  to  present  a  complete  case  to 
Government  on  your  behalf,  supported  by  the  opinion  of  leading 
lawyers. 
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No.    2216  T.  R„    dated    Darjeeling,    the    28th    September   1909. 

From — H.    T.    Cullls,    Esq.,    i.c.s.,    Oflficiating    Under-Secretary   to 

the    Government    of    Bengal,    Revenue    Department, 
To — The    Commissioner    of   the    Burdwan    Division. 

In  reply  to  your  memorandum  No.  67  R.  G.,  dated  the  21st  Septem- 
ber 1909  and  enclosures,  I  am  directed  to  say  that,  in  the  circumstances 
stated,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  pleased  to  allow  time  up  to  the  26th 
November  1909,  to  Nawabzada  Saiyid  Ashraf-ud-din  Ahmad,  Khan 
Bahadur,    to    submit    his    representation. 
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No.    2317  T.    R.    dated    Darjeeliiig,    the    5tli    October    1909. 

From — 11.    T.    CrLLis,    Esq.,    i.c.s.,    Officiating    Under-Secretarj'   to 
the    Governinent    of    Bengal.    Revenue   Department, 

To — The    President,    Hooghly    Imambara    Defence    Association. 

With  reference  to  your  letter,  dated  the  21st  September  1909, 
regarding  the  appointment  of  a  mutwalli  for  the  Hooghly  Imambara  in 
succession  to  Nawabzada  Saiyid  Ashraf-ud-din  Ahmad,  Khan  Bahadur, 
I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
has  been  pleased  to  allow  time  up  to  the  26th  November  next  to  the 
Nawabzada  to  submit  his  representation  to  Government.  When  this  is 
received,  Government  will  consider  whether  it  will  require  any  further 
information  in  the  matter,  and  from  whom  that  information  should  be 
sought. 
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No.    1431,    dated  SimLa,   the    7th   October    1909. 

From — P.    W.    MoNiE,    Esq.,    Under-Secretary    to   the    Government 
of   India.    Home    Department, 

To — The    Chief   Secretary   to   the    Government    of   Bengal,    Reve- 
nue   Department, 

I  am  directed  to  refer  to  the  Home  Depai-tment  letter  No.  1106 
dated  the  9th  August  1909,  regarding  the  appointment  of  Saiyid  Ali 
Nawab  as  MutwalJi  of  the  Hoogldy  Imambara.  and  to  request  that  with 
the  permission  of  His  Honour  th(^  Lientenant-Govei-nor,  any  represent- 
ation which  Nawabzada  Saiyid  Ashraf-ud-din  Ahmad  may  have  made 
on  the  subject  may  be  forwai'ded  to  the  Government  of  India  at  an 
early    date. 

2.  I  am  also  to  enquire  whether  the  Lieutenant-Governor  has  taken 
any  action  on  Shaik  Mahmud  Gilani's  letter  of  the  21st  September 
1909,    and    whether    His    Honour    has    any    remarks    to   offer    regarding    it. 
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No.    256-4    T.    R.,    dated    Darjeeling,    the    14th    October    1909. 

From — F.  W.  Duke,  Esq.,  i.c.s..  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Govern- 
ment   of    Bengal,    Revenue    Department, 

To — The  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  Home  Depax-t- 
ment. 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Monie's  letter  No.  1431,  dated  the  7th 
October  1909,  I  um  directed  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  that  on  his  submission  that  it  would  be  very  difficult 
for  him  to  obtain  satisfactory  legal  advice  until  after  the  Puja  vacation 
and  the  reopening  of  the  High  Court,  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  has  been  pleased  to  allow  time  up  to  the  26th  November 
next  to  Nawabzada  Saiyid  Ashraf-ud-din  Ahmad  to  submit  his  repre- 
sentation in  connection  with  the  appointment  of  a  mutwalli  of  the 
Hooghly    Imambara. 

2.  In  reply  to  his  letter  of  the  21st  ultimo  Shaikh  Mahmud  Gilani, 
the  President  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  Defence  Association,  has  been 
informed  of  the  extension  of  the  time  granted  to  the  Nawabzada.  and 
he  has  been  told  that  when  the  representation  of  the  latter  has  been 
received,  this  Government  would  consider  whether  it  would  require  any 
further    information    and    from    whom   that    information    should    be  sought. 
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No.    658    "W.    T.,   dato.l    Darjocling,    the    21st   October    1900. 

From — E.  Lister,  Esq.,  i.c.s.,  Offg.  Secretary  to  the  JJoard  o£ 
Revenue,    L.    P.,    Land    Revenue    Department, 

To — The  Chief  Secretarj-  to  the  Government  of  Bengal,  Revenue 
Department. 

I  am  directed  to  request  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  lay  before 
Government  for  orders,  the  following  recommendations  of  the  Board 
in  connection  with  the  administration  of  the  Mohsin  Endowment 
Fund. 

2.  The  principal  source  from  which  the  fund  derives  its  income 
is  the  Syudpur  trust  estate  in  Khulna  (which  was  a  part  of  the 
district  of  Jessore  at  the  time  of  the  creation  of  the  Fund).  This 
trust  estate  consists  of  landed  properties  in  parganas  Syudpur  and 
Sobnal.  It  is  managed  by  the  Collector  with  the  aid  of  a  manager 
in  the  same  way  as  a  ward's  estate  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Board,  but  sulsject  to  the  orders  of  the  Government  of  Bengal  i-egard- 
ing  the  disposal  of  its  income.  The  Local  Government  in  its  order 
No.  .501,  dated  the  23rd  August  1879,  laid  down  that  the  Collector 
should  remit  monthly  a  sum  of  Rs.  5,000  (^or  Rs.  60,000  annually)  out 
of  the  net  income  of  the  estate  to  the  Local  Agent  (Collector)  at 
Hooghly    for   distribution    in    the    following    way  : — 

(i)  One-ninth     to    the     Mutwali    of   the    Hooghly    Imambara    as    his 

salarj\ 
(ii)  Three-ninths    to    the     Imambara     Committee     for    religious    pur- 
poses, 
(iii)  Four-ninths     for     secular     purposes,    e.g.,     for     the    maintenance 

of    ^ladrassas. 
(iv)  One-ninth    to    the    Hooghly    College. 

Both    (iii)    and    (iv)    under    Government    control. 

Government  also  commended  to  the  Board  the  suggestion  that 
annual  balances  over  and  above  the  Rs.  60,000  so  remitted  should  be 
distributed  in  the  same  proportions  at  fairly  frequent  intervals,  at 
the  end  of  a  financial  year,  after  reserving  at  the  end  of  each  year 
a     working   balance    of    at    least    Rs.  4,000. 

3.  Recently  the  Commissioner  of  the  Presidency  Division  has 
drawn  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  difficulties  that  have  from 
time  to  time,  been  experienced  in  recent  years  in  remitting  the 
monthly  due  of  Rs.  5,000  with  punctuality  ;  and  the  Commissioner  of 
Burdwan,  on  his  side,  has  complained  of  the  irregularity  in  the  receipt 
of  the  remittances.  A  statement  is  appended  which  exhibits  for  the 
last  25  years  ths  annual  balances,  and  the  occasions  on  which  there 
has  l)een  delay  in  the  payment  of  the  Rs.  5,000  per  month  to  the 
Local    Agent. 

4.  The  Collector  of  Khulna  now  proposes  that  this  minimum  initial 
balance    be    raised    from    Rs.    4,000   to    Rs.    10,000.       He   points    out     that, 
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as  regards  the  portion  held  direct,  the  collections  of  the  estate  depend 
on  the  harvests,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  the  consequences 
of  bad  seasons.  As  regards  the  larije  area  given  out  in  patni  leases, 
the  patnidai-s  seldom  pay  until  compulsorj-  legal  proceedings  are  taken 
against  them.  The  Commissioner  is  satisfied  that  no  improvement  in 
the  machinery  of  collections  can  obviate  fairly  frequent  defaults  in 
I'emittanoe,  and  that  the  obvious  remedy  consists  in  an  increase  of 
the  initial  balance  for  which  Rs.  10,000  would  be  a  suitable  sum. 
The    Board    agree    with    the    Commissioner. 

0.  Government,  in  their  order  of  1879,  relating  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  fund,  did  n:t  prescribe  any  hard-and-fast  rule  about 
the  distribution  of  the  surplus  profits  among  the  sharers,  merely 
observing  that  as  the  Mutvvali's  interest  was  a  life  interest  only,  a 
distribution  at  reasonable  intervals  was  desirable.  The  Board  fi.xed 
five  years  as  a  reasonable  interval,  but  the  tendency  of  late  has  been 
in  the  direction  of  curtailing  this  period.  If  the  proposal  regarding 
the  initial  balance  is  sanctioned,  the  Board  consider  that  the  annual 
division  of  the  surplus  profits  Avill  ordinarily  be  practicable.  But  at 
the  same  time  the  Board  are  reluctant  to  bind  themselves  to  a  hard- 
and-fast  rule  making  the  annual  distribution  a  matter  of  right  to  the 
sharei-s.  They  would  recommend  that  the  Accountant-General  should, 
each  year,  after  making  provision  for  an  initial  balance  of  Rs.  10,000 
ai^ply  for  the  sanction  of  the  Board  to  the  distribution  of  the  surplus. 
After  consulting  the  local  officers,  the  Board,  would,  in  the  absence 
of   any    reason    to   the   contrary,    grant   its    sanction. 

Statement    showing    the    actual    workinr/    balance   of    the   Syedjxtre 
Trust   Estate   at    the   close   of  each    year. 


1884-85 
1885-86 
1886-87 
1887-88 
1888-89 
1889-90 
1890-91 
1891-92 
1892-93 
189.3-94 
1894-95 
1895-96 
1896-97 


Amount  in 
round  figure?. 

Year. 

Amount  in 
round  figures 

Es. 

Es. 

16.705 

1897-98         ... 

..      3,106t 

20.243 

1898-99      ... 

..     17.124t 

33.902 

33,476 

28,532 

5,541 

9.974 

1893-00      ... 
1900-01      ... 
1901-02      ... 
1902-03      ... 
1903-04      ... 

..       4.486t 
..       6,748t 
..     11.259 
..     18,186 
..     19,802 

11.173 

1904-05      ... 

..     24,095 

7.925 
6.309» 
5,418t 
3,517t 

1905-06      ... 
1906-07      ... 
1907-08      ... 
19C8-09      ... 

..     14,315 
..     11,073 
..      3.018 
..      6,377t 

5,934 

*  Monthly  payment   to  the  Mohsin  Fund  could  not  be  made  fully   nitbin  the  year, 
t  Monthly   payment   to   tne   Mohsin   Fund   couH  not  be  made  more  punctually 

X  Payment    to  the  Mohsin    Fund    had  to   be    withheld   ficm   July    to   September  1009,  as  the    working    balaaoe 
at  the  close  of  the  previous  year   was    Es.  3,018. 


(Sd.)  JOTINDEA  NATH  BOSE, 

Manager,  Syedpore  Trust  Estate. 


786 


Copy  of  a  Resolution  passed  unanimously  in  a  general  meeting  of 
Anjuman  Shiatus  »Safa,  Delhi,  held  on  the  24th  October  1909  under 
the   presidency    of    Moulvi    Shaikh    Muhammad    AH,    Vice-President. 

(a)  We.  the  members  of  the  Anjuman  Shiatus  Safa.  Delhi,  assem- 
bled in  a  meeting  most  respectfully  beg  to  bring  to  the  kind  notice 
of  His  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Bengal,  that  the  Shia  Public 
of  Delhi  has  been  anxiously  waiting  for  a  favourable  reply  to  the 
memorial  submitted  «o  His  Honour  by  the  "  Hooghly  Imambara  Defence 
Committee,"  Calcutta,  on  the  19th  January  1909.  against  the  sudden 
appointment  of  Ali  Nawab  as  IMutwalli  of  Imambara  Mohsiniya,  Hooghly, 
and  the  award  of  pension  to  his  father  Ashraf-ud-din,  Khan  Bahadur, 
the   late    Mutwalli    of    the  abovementioned   waqf. 

{b)  Resolved  that  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  be  sent  to  His 
Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Bengal,  and  to  the  "  Hooghly  Imam- 
bara   Defence    Committee,"    Calcutta. 

(Sd.)  SAIYID  SULTAN  RIZA  AGIL, 

Secretaiy. 

Farashkhana,  Delhi, 
The  10th  November  1909. 


787 


Dated    Calcutta,    the    3rd    Noveml)er    1909. 

Pi-oiu — Shams-ul-ulama  Shaikh  Mahmud  Gilani,  President 
Hooghly    Imambara    Defence    Association, 

To — The  Chief  Secy,  to  the  Govt,  of  Bengal,  Revenue  Depart- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed 
in  a  meeting  of  the  Hooghlj'-  Imambara  Defence  Association  held  on 
the  30th  October  1909,  and  beg  to  append  herewith  the  telegrams*  and 
letters*  which  the  dififerent  Shia  Associations  and  individuals  have  sent 
to  express  their  anxiety  regarding  the  appointment  of  the  mutwalii  of 
the  Hooghly  Imambara.  I  may  be  permitted  to  express  a  hope  that 
Government  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  settle  the  matter  at  an 
early   date. 


Copy     of     the     resolutions     passed     in     a     meeting     of    the     Hooghly 
Imambara    Defence    Association    held    on    the    30th    October    1909. 
Proposed    by    Prince    Mirza    Ibrahim    (Oudh    Family.) 
Seconded    by    Prince    ]\Iirza    Baber    (Oudh    Family.) 

(1)  That  this  general  meeting  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  Defence 
Association  for  itself  and  on  behalf  of  the  other  Shia  Associations  in 
the  country  respectfully  begs  to  express  its  great  anxiety  at  the  delay 
in  the  settlement  of  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  a  mutwalii  of 
the  Hooghly  Imambara,  which  will  place  them'  in  a  disadvantageous 
position,  and  to  pray  that  Government  may  be  so  gracious  as  to  past 
an  order  at  an  early  date  for  the  appointment  of  a  qualified  Shia 
gentleman  to  the  post  before  the  end  of  the  present  year  so  that 
the  next  Muharrum  in  Hooghly  which  begins  by  the  middle  of  Janu- 
ary 1910,  may  not  prove  a  failure  like  the  last  Muharrum  in  which 
the  majority  of  respectable  Shias  did  not  take  part  for  religious 
scruples. 

Proposed    by    Aga     Saiyid    Hosain    Shushtari. 
Seconded    by   Aga    Saiyid    Jalal   Moaidul    Islam. 

(2)  That  the  President  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  Defence  Associa- 
tion may  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  to 
Government  with  originals  of  the  various  telegrams  and  resolutions 
received    by    the    Associations    on    the    subject. 

(Sd.)    Shams-ui.-Ulama    Shaikh   Mahmud    Gilani, 

President. 
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No.    3447,   dated    Calcutta,    the    16th    November    1909. 

From — B.     A.     Collins,     Esq.,       lc.s.,      Under-Secretarj'    to     the 

Government    of    Bengal,    Revenue   Department, 
To — The    President,    Hooghly    Imambara    Defence    Association. 

With  reference  to  your  letter,  dated  the  3rd  Novemher  1909,  and 
enclosures,  praying  that  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  the  mut- 
walli  for  the  Hooghly  Imambara  may  be  settled  at  an  early  date, 
I  am  directed  to  refer  you  to  this  Government  letter  No.  2317  T.R., 
dated  the  oth  October  last,  in  which  you  have  been  informed  that 
Nawabzada  Saiyid  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad,  Khan  Bahadur  has  been  allowed 
time  up  to  the  26th  instant  to  submit  his  representation  on  the 
questions    at    issue. 
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No.    3620,  dated   Calcutta,   the   26th^November    1909. 

From — P).    A.  Collins,    Esq.,  lc.s.,  Under-Secretary   to   the  Govt. 

of  Bengal,  Revenue    Department, 
To — The    Secretary,    Anjiiman    Shiatus-Safa,   Delhi. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  the  10th  Novem- 
ber 1909,  forwarding  a  copy  of  the  resolution  passed  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Anjuman  Shiatus-Safa,  Delhi,  held  on  the  24:th  October  1909, 
against  the  appointment  of  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  to  be  the  mutwali  of  the 
Hooghly  Imambara,  I  am  directed  to  say  that  the  matter  is  under  the 
consideration    of   this    Government. 
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No.    261    C,  datod    (Miinsiira.    the   29th    November    1909. 

From — D.    J.    Macimikkson.    PjSQ..  c.i.k.,  i.c.s.,  Commissioner  of  the 
Biirdwan   Division, 

To — Tlie    Chief    Secretary  to  the  Government  of    Bengal,  Revenue 
Department. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  No.  2861,  dated  the  24th  August 
1901),  and  subsequent  correspondence,  regarding  the  appointment  of 
Maulvi  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  as  mutwali  of  the  Hooghly  Imamhara,  I  have 
the  lionour  to  forward,  for  the  consideration  of  Government,  copy  of  a 
letter,  dated  the  26tli  instaiit,  with  enclosures  in  original,  received 
•from  Nawabzada  Saiyid  Ashraf-ud-din  Ahmad,  Khan  Bahadur.  It  will 
be  observed  that  he  haa  obtained  the  opinion  of  several  well-known 
counsels  to  the  effect  that  the  right  to  appoint  to  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  mutwali  is  not  vested  in  the  committee  of  management,  but 
that  an  existing  mutwali  has  the  right  to  nominate  his  successor.  I 
am  not  called  upon  to  offer  my  remarks  on  the  subject,  and  content 
myself    with    transmitting   the    representation. 


Dated    Hooghly,    the    26th    November    1909. 

From — Nawabzada  Saivid  Ashrafuddin,  Khan  Bahadur,  ' 
To^The    Commissioner    of    the    Burdwan    Division. 

In  reference  to  your  memorandum  No.  15-4  R.  G.,  dated  the  2nd 
October  1909,  and  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  His  Honour  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Bengal  contained  therein,  I  have  the  honour  to 
submit    the    legal    opinions    obtained    by    me    on    the    subject. 

2.  I  have  further  to  submit  that  the  difficulties  raised  have  been 
solved,  as  both  under  the  Muhammadan  Law  and  the  will  of  tlie  donor, 
as  well  as  the  practice  hitherto  followed,  the  action  of  the  Local 
Government  as  the  i:)ermanent  trustee  of  the  Mohsin  Endowment  in 
confirming  the  appointment  of  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  as  successor  to  me  as 
mutwali   of    the    Hooghly    Imambara    is    valid,    just    and    proper. 

3.  The  learned  advocates  whom  I  consulted  are  Siiams-ul-ulama 
Munshi  Mahomed  Yusuft,  Khan  Bahadur,  u.a.,  b.l.,  Messrs.  A.  Choudhury, 
Saroda  Charau  Hitter,  Mahmudul  Huq,  Mahomed  Ishfaq,  S.  Asghar, 
S.  M.  Sheriff  and  others  of  the  English  and  Calcutta  bar,  while  Mr. 
B.    N.    Basu,    the    well-knowri    solicitor,    was    in    charge    of  the    case. 


lie   the    Mohsin  endowment. 

From  the  case  submitted  to  us.  the  following  appear  to  be  the  facts 
of   the  case  : — 

The  endowment  in  question  was  created  by  a  deed,  executed  on  the 
20th  April  1806,    by  Hajee  Mahomed  Mohsin. 
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The  deed  has  been  differently  described  by  diterent  persons  as  a 
■' Waseeutnaina  "  (a  testamentary  document),  as  a  "  Towliatnama "  (deed 
of  endowment),  and  as  a  "  Towliat-miul-Wasiet "  (a  testamentary 
trust). 

A    translation  of  the  deed  is  to  be  found  in  6  Sud.    D.  A.,  page    113. 

The  .translation  is  said  not  to  be  quite  accurate,  but  may  be  taken 
for  present  purposes  as  correct,  except  with  regard  to  one  passage  which 
will    be    referred   to  later  on. 

By  this  deed  Rajab  Ali  Khan  and  Shakir  Ali  Khan  were  appointed 
mutwalis    in    the  following   terms  : — 

"I  ha/e  hereby  appointed  Rajab  Uli  Khan,  sou  of  Sheikh  Mahum- 
mud  Sadiq,  and  Shakir  Uli  Khan,  son  of  Ahmud  Khan,  who  have  been 
tried  and  appro /ed  by  me,  as  possessing  understanding,  knowledge, 
religion  and  probity,  mutwalis  (or  trustees)  of  the  said  waqf,  or  appro- 
priation, which  1  have  entrusted  to  the  above  two  individuals,  that 
aiding  and  assisting  each  other  they  may  consult,  advise  and  agree 
together  in  all  matters  counected  with  the  joint  management  of  the 
business  of  the  said  appropriation,  in  the  manner  following.  The 
aforenamed  mutwalis,  after  paying  the  revenues  of  the  Government, 
shall  divide  the  remaining  produce  of  the  muhals  aforenamed  into  nine 
shares  of  which  three  shares  first  of  all,  they  shall  disburse  in  the 
observance  of  the  fateha  of  Huzrut  Syud-i-Kayunat  (head  of  the  creation), 
the  last  of  the  prophets,  and  of  the  sinless  Imams  (on  all  of  whom  be 
the  blessings  and  peace  of  God) :  and  in  the  expenditures  ai^pertaining 
to  tlie  Ushra  of  Mohurram-ool-huram  (10  days  of  the  sacred  Mohurrum,) 
and  all  other  blessed  days  (of  feasts  and  festivals),  and  in  the  repairs 
of  the  Imambara  and  cemetery.  Two  shares  the  mutwalis  in  equal 
proportion  shall  appropriate  to  themselves  for  their  owii  exjDenses,  and 
four  shares  shall  be  disbursed  in  the  payment  of  the  servant  of  esta- 
blishment, and  of  those  whose  names  are  inserted  in  a  separate  list 
signed  and  sealed  by  me.  In  regard  to  the  daily  expenses,  monthly 
stipends  of  the  stipendiaries,  respectable  men,  peadas  and  other  persons 
who.  at  the  present  moment,  stand  appointed  the  mutwalis  aforenamed, 
after  me,  have  full  power  to  retain,  abolish  or  discharge  as  it  may 
apiDear  to    them   most   fit   and   expedient." 

The  concluding  portion  of  the  deed,  as  translated  in  the  Sudder 
Dewany    Adawlat,    runs    as    follows  : — 

'•  I  have  committed  the  mutwaliship  to  the  charge  of  the  two  above- 
named  individuals  as  a  common  (aum)  towliet.  In  the  event  of  a 
mutwali  finding  himself  unable  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  endow- 
ment, he  may  appoint  any  one  whom  he  may  think  most  fit  and  most 
deserving,   as   mutwali    to   act    in    his   stead."  ... 

The  expression  "  aum  towliet  "  in  the  above  has  been  mistranslated 
as  a  "common  towliet."  It  ought  to  be  "I  have  made  a  general  trust 
to  hese  two  persons "  or  perhaps  more  accurately,  "  I  have  made  a 
trust    without    any  reservations,   to  those    two   persons." 

(See  the  note  prepared  by  Shams-ul-ulama  Khan  Bahadur  Maulvi 
Mahomed  Yusuff  on  this  point  annexed  hereto  and  marked  Appendix  A-) 
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Till'  {'Xpn'ssioii  "  'rafwiz-i-am  "  is  a  technical  expression  in  .Miiliani- 
uiaJan  Law.  imd  a  niutwali  of  a  \va(it'  estalo  created  liy  way  ol:  "general 
trust  "  (^tal'wiz-i-ani),  lins,  according  ti)  tlio  aiitliorities,  iiidl  power  to  appoint 
his  successor  oitlier  in  sickni>ss,  or  in  health  (see  the  note  prepared  ijy 
Siianis-ul-ulania  Maiilvi  Mahomed  Yusuli',  Khan  Bahadur,  annexed  hereto 
and    marked   Appendix    A-1.) 

Shakir  Ali  Khan  died  in  April  1813  appointing  his  son,  Bakir  Ali 
Khan,  mutwali. 

It  was  alleged  by  one  ^^'asiq  Ali  Khan  that  his  father,  Rajab  Ali 
Khan,  the  other  mutwali,  had  in  the  month  of  JNlagh  1220  appointed  him 
his    successor    by    a    deed    dated   the   13th  January    181-1. 

It  appears  that  the  Board  of  Revenue  and  the  (JoUector  of  Hooghly 
purporting  to  act  under  Regulation  XIX  of  1810  deputed  one  Saiyid  All 
Akbar  Khan  on  the  16th  November  1815  as  Amin  and  temporary 
manager  of  the  endowed  estate,  and  afterwards  made  over  to  his  charge 
the   lands    attached    to    the    endowment. 

The  estate  was  apparently  again  restored  to  the  mut walls  on  the 
9th    July    1816. 

In  September  1818  the  Board  of  Revenue  again  took  possession  of 
the  estate    and    entrusted    its    management  to    Saiyid   Ali    Akbar  Khan. 

This  led  to  litigation,  and  in  the  result  the  Sudder  Dewany  Adawlut 
held    (after    some    conflicting  judgments)    that — 

(1)  The    deed    executed    by    Hajee    Muhammad    Mohsin     was    of    the 

nature    of    a   testamentary    trust. 

(2)  That    it    had    not    been     established     that    Wasik    ever   obtained 

possession   of   the   trust    estate    or   had    management   thereof. 

(3)  That  corruption  on  the  part  of  Wasik  had   not  been  established. 

(-4)  That  under  the  terms  of  the  original  trust  deed  the  endow- 
ment was  not  exclu  led  from  the  control  or  superintendence 
of  the  Board    of    Revenue. 

(5)  That  Rajab  Ali  Khan  hail  no  power,  under  the  provision  of 
sections  11,  12  and  13  of  Regulation  XIX  of  1810,  to  appoint 
a  successor  without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the 
Revenue    authorities. 

The  reporter,  however,  has  a  note  against  (5)  that  it  was  mere 
"  dictum  "  as    "  point    not    ruled." 

The  suit  was  tiled  in  1825  and  decided  by  the  Sudder  Dewany 
Adawlat  on  the  22nd    September    1836. 

It  appears  that  Saiyid  Ali  Akbar  Khan  was  removed  by  the  Govern 
ment    for    misapplication    of   trust    funds    in    1836. 

There  seems  to  be  some  doubt  about  the  capacity  in  which  Saiyid  Ali 
Akbar  iield  the  management  of  the  estate  having  regard  to  the  following 
passage  taken  from  the  judgment  of  Mr.  C.  R.  Barwell,  page  122,  6  S. 
D.  A.  :— 

"The  appellant  lays  much  stress  upon  an  order  of  the  Board  of 
Revenue,   dated    the    15th    September   1818,   respecting  the   appointment  ol! 

793 


Uli  Ukb;ii-  KLaii,  in  wliic-ii  he  (tlie  appL-ll:"iO  i«  termed  miitwali :  but 
no  enquiry  appears  to  liave  been  made  on  the  occasion  and  the  mere  casual 
insertion  of  the  title  in  an  oflice  order  cannot  avail  as  evidence  in  the 
case." 

After  tlic  removal  of  Saiyid  Ali  Akl.ar  Khan  the  Government 
appointed  Saiyid  Keraniat  Ali  who  assumed  charge  of  his  office  in  1837, 
one  .lain-ud-(lin  Khan  acting  between  the  period  of  Ali  Akbar's  dismissal 
and    Keraniat  Ali's    appointment. 

In  1858  a  question  arose  as  to  whether  Saiyid  Keramat  Ali  was 
entitled  to  pension  upon  retirement,  and  from  the  copy  of  an  extract  of 
the  letter,  No.  329,  dated  the  17th  December  1858,  from  the  Secretary 
to  the  ]>oard  of  Revenue,  Lower  Provinces,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Burdwan  Division,  it  appears  that  at  that  time,  the  Board  considered  that 
if  Keramat  Ali  found  himself  incompetent  to  discharge  the  functions  of  his 
office,  he  could  not  get  a  pension  under  the  terms  of  the  deed,  but  was 
to   appoint    a   successor  (see    Appendix    B    for    copy    of   this    letter). 

Saiyid  K(n-amat  Ali.  as  a  matter  of  fact,  appointed  Saiyid  Ashraf-ud- 
din  Ahmad  as  his  successor,  and  the  Govei'nment  accepted  his  nomina- 
tion in  1875. 

In  the  meantime  Act  XX  of  18fi3  had  come  into  operation,  and  it 
appears  that  by  a  notification  purporting  to  be  under  that  Act,  dated  the 
29th  July  1871  (published  in  the  Calcutta  Gazette  of  the  2nd  August 
1871,  page  1489,,  the  Government  appointed  a  committee  for  the  Hooghly 
endowment. 

The  eonnnittee  so  appointed  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  appoint- 
ment   of    Saiyid    Ashi'af-ud-din    Ahmad. 

Besides,  the  intention  of  the  Government  as  regards  the  manage- 
ment by  the  Committee  so  appointed  is  clearly  expressed  in  the  letter 
of  the  Government  of  Bengal.  Revenue  Department,  Land  Revenue, 
Xo.  219,  dated  Calcutta,  the  26th  January  1876.  It  explain?  that 
the  orders  appointing  the  committee  "  were  purposely  so  worded  as  to 
show  that  it  was  not  meant  to  transfer  to  the  committee  the  charge 
of  the  Syedpur  estate  ( the  endowed  Estate ),  but  only  to  make  over 
to  them  that  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  three-nintlis  share  of 
the  endowment,  which  is  appropriated  to  religious  uses.  The  letter 
furtlier  seeks  to  explain  the  orders  of  the  Government  in  1838 
relating  to  the  Kharij  Towlieat  estates  which  had  apparently  been 
understood  as  declaring  the  mutwali  of  the  Imaml-ara  an  independent 
malguzar.  and  declares  the  intention  of  the  Government  not  to  press 
the  question  of  title  which  it  might  have  been  able  to  establish  in 
those  lands  Init  to  consider  such  lands  as  vested  in  the  religious 
manager  of  the  Imambara  as  a  trust  for  the  purpose  of  the  institu- 
tion   (  see    appendix    C    for   the   letter   above    mentioned). 

About  the  year  1900.  a  question  arose  about  the  powers  of  the 
committee  appointed  as  aforesaid,  and  we  "  find  the  following  state- 
ments made  by  the  Officiating  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan  Division, 
in     a    letter    addressed  by   him   to   the    Secretaiy   to   the    Government    of 
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Hengal,   Rovenue   Departnu'iit.   IxMug    Icttf  r    Nn.    47    R.  (r.,    dated    Cliinsura, 
the    30th    September    1900  :— 

(i)  That  the  funds  and  properties  of  the  endowed  estate  liad 
been  devoted  (with  the  sanction  of  the  Glovernnient)  partly 
to  secuhnr  and  partlj'  to  relij^ious  uses, 
(ii)  The  I)oard  of  Revenue  and  the  hjcal  agents  have  retained 
their  functions  and  powers  under  Regulation  XIX  as 
regards  the  secular  portion,  but  as  ivgai-ds  the  religious 
portion    they    are    transferred    to    th(>    conunittee. 

(iii)  That  it  had  always  been  the  practice  for  the  mutvvali  to 
nominate  his  successor  subject  to  Government  confirm- 
ation. 

(iv)  that  the  Committee  had  not  up  to  that  time  claimed,  much 
less  exercieed.  the  right  to  supersede  Govei-nment  in  the 
confirmation    of    the    mutwali's    nomination    of    his    successor. 

It  also  appears  that  in  1U08  Saiyid  Ashraf-ud-din  Ahmad  nominated 
his  son,  Saiyid  Ali  Xawab.  as  his  successor,  and  the  nomination  was 
confirmed  Ijy  the  Government  of  liengal  in  November  1908,  in  con- 
formity   to   the    terms    of    the    deed    and    the    established    practice. 

Some  of  the  Shias  dispute  the  authority  of  Saij'id  Ashraf-ud-din 
Ahmad  to  nominate  his  successor,  and  claim  that  the  right  of  nomi- 
nation, as  also  th^  right  of  eoiifirmatiou.  if  confirmation  be  at  all 
necessary,    lielong    to   the    conunittee. 

Our    opiniim    is    sought    upon    the    contentions    thus   raised. 

It  is,  therefore,  necessary  first  of  all  to  examine  the  original  trust 
deed  for  the  intention  of  the  testator  and  the  powers  given  liy  iiim  to 
the    nuitwalis    he    appointed. 

It  is  quite  clear  that  the  settlor  intended  to  give  each  mutwali 
power    to   appoint    his    successor. 

The  trust  in  this  instance  is  a  "general  trust",  and  the  mutwali 
of  such  a  trust  is,  in  Muhammadan  Law,  empowered  to  appoint  his 
successor,  even  if  he  \>e  in  good  healtli.  if  he  finds  himself  unable  to 
manage   the    business    of   the    waqf. 

IJy  virtue  of  such  power  one  of  the  original  luutwalis  appointed 
his    successor    who   acted    as    a    nuitwali    thereafter. 

The  other  original  mutwali.  it  nmst  lie  taken,  died  without 
making  a  valid  appointment,  altliougli  his  son  claimed  to  have  been 
appointed    by    a    deed. 

The  Government,  however,  in  September  1818.  tiok  possession  of 
the  endo\ved  estate,  and  appointed  one  Saiyid  Ali  Akbar  manager. 
As  has  already  been  pointed  out,  there  is  some  doubt  about  the 
character  in  which  he  managed  the  endowed  estates.  Ali  Akbar 
Khan  was  i-emoved  by  the  Government  in  1836.  and  Saiyid  Keramat 
Ali  was  appointed  l)y  the  Government  in  1837.  From  the  letter 
No.  329,  dated  the  17th  December  18.58,  above  cited,  it  is  quite  clear 
that  the  Board  then  considered  that  Keramat  Ali  could  appoint  his 
successor   if   he    found    himself   unable     to    discharge    his     function.       We 


795 


6 

find  that  thereafter  Keraniat  AH  exorcised  this  right,  with  the 
approval  of  the  (Jovernment  and  without  any  interference  from  the 
coniniitteo    appointed    in    1871    undm-    Act    XX    of    186;^. 

The  Government  having  already  C(mfirmed  the  nomination  of  Ali 
Nawab  by  his  father  Saiyid  Ashraf-iid-din  Ahmad,  tlie  question  arises 
as  to  how  far  the  committee  can  claim  the  right  to  supersede  the 
Government,  that  is  to  say,  what  locus  standi  the  committee  has  in 
this    matter. 

From  1871  to  1900  the  committee  never  claimed  any  such  right. 
In  1900  the  committee  for  the  first  time  raised  the  point  but 
unsuccessfully.  If  the  committee  has,  however,  the  right  in  law,  it 
cannot  be  said  that  they  are  debarred  from  raising  the  same  question 
now. 

The  committee  was  formed  under  the  provisions  of  section  7  of 
Act   XX   of    1863. 

( See    Appendix   D    annexed    hereto    for  the    words    of    the    section.) 

It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  see  what  powers  were  exerciseable  by 
the  Board  and  local  agents  under  Regulation  XIX.  and  consider  the 
exception  made  by  section  21  of  Act  XX  of  1863,  and  what  the  terms 
of    the    appointment    were. 

Tlie  terms  of  appointment  of  the  Hooghly  Iniambara  Committee 
are  : — "'  The  Lieutenant-Governor  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  the  under- 
mentioned gentlemen  to  be  the  members  of  Committee  of  Trustees 
t)  that  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Syedpur  estate  which  has  been 
appropriated  to  religious  uses  (see  Calcutta  Gazette  dated  the  2nd 
August    1871.    page    1489). 

Looking  at  section  21  of  Act  XX  of  1863,  it  is  clear  that  *he 
Government  treated  the  case  of  this  particular  endowment  as  one  in 
which  land  or  other  property  had  been  granted  for  the  support  of 
an  establishment  partly  of  a  religious  and  partly  of  a  secular  charac- 
ter, or  as  one  in  which  the  endowment  made  for  the  support  of  an 
establishment  was  appropriated  partly  to  religious  and  partly  to 
feecular    uses. 

The  intention  of  the  Government  in  making  the  order  in 
the  above  terms  is  explained  in  their  letter  No.  219,  dated  the 
26th  January  1876,  above  cited,  namely,  tliat  the  Government  did 
not  mean  to  transfer  to  the  committee  the  charge  of  the  Sj^edpur 
estate,  but  only  to  make  over  to  them  that  portion  of  the  proceeds 
of   the    endowment    which    was    appropriated    to    religious    uses. 

The  Board  did  not  part  with  its  power  to  manage,  or  superin- 
tend the  management  of  the  corpus  of  the  endowed  estate,  but 
made  over  to  the  committee  the  proceeds  of  a  certain  portion  of  the 
estate  for  management.  The  intention  of  the  Government  is  also 
explained  in  their  letter  No.  189  of  the  2.oth  April  1902  {vide 
Appendix    E,    hereto   annexed). 

It  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  committee  can  claim  the  right  to 
nominate    a    successor   to   the    mutwaliship    under    the    circumstances. 
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Section  7,  however,  of  Act  XX  of  1863  is  only  applicable  to 
cases  descril)ed  in  section  3  of  that  Act  (see  Ai.pendix  F  annexed 
hereto   for   the    words    of   the    section). 

Thu  (piestion  is  not  merely  as  to  whether  this  particular  Imam- 
bara  came  under  the  provisions  of  Kegulation  XIX  of  1810,  but 
further  as  to  whether  at  the  time  Act  XX  of  1863  was  passed,  the 
nomination  of  the  trustee,  manager  or  superintendent  of  the  Imam- 
bara  had  vested  in,  or  might  be  exercised  by,  the  Government  or  any 
public  officer,  or  in  respect  of  which  the  nomination  was  subject  to 
the    confirmation    of    the    Government,    or   any    public    officer. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  in  this  case  the  right  of  nomination  had 
vested    in    the   Government    at    the    time    of   the    passing    of   the    Act. 

The  Government  had  taken  possession  of  the  endowed  properties, 
and  Keramat  Ali  Avas  appointed  by  them  mutwali  (leaving  aside  the 
ease  of  Syed  Ali  Akbar  Khan,  it  being  doubtful  in  what  capacity  he 
had  acted  for  reasons  above  given)  apparently  as  quazi,  namely,  as 
the    authority    then    administering    the    Muliammadan    Law. 

The  quazi  has  undoubtedly  authority  to  appoint  a  mutwali  in  the 
case  of  corruption.  The  former  mutwalis  were  removed  on  that  ground, 
and  also  Saij-id  Ali  Akbar  Khan.  We  can,  therefore,  proceed  upon  the 
basis  that  Saiyid  Keramat  Ali  was  duly  appointed  mutwali  by  the 
quazi,    namely,    the    then    authority. 

The  question,  therefore,  to  be  next  considered  is  whether  having 
appointed  Keramat  Ali,  the  Government  still  had  power  to  appoint 
his  successor,  or  did  Keramat  Ali  become  clothed  with  the  right  to 
appoint    his    own    successor,    upoii    his    appointment. 

The  clear  intention  of  the  settlor  was  to  give  a  mutwali  the 
right  to  appoint  his  successor.  Tlie  power  was  not  limited  to  the 
two  mutwalis  api  ointed  by  him.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the 
expression  used  by  him  is  in  the  singular.  Under  the  ]\Iuhammadan 
Law  "it  is  necessary  to  fellow  and  observe  the  intention  of  the 
waqif,  for  it  is  said  that  the  intention  of  the  waqif  is  like  the 
command  of  the  law-giver,  or  the  prophet,  tliat  is,  in  the  necessary 
performance    for    a   duty." 

(See   6   S.    LI.    A.,    620). 

It  may  be  said  that  the  quazi  in  this  case  did  not  appoint  two 
mutwalis,  but  only  one,  whereas  under  the  deed  two  had  been 
appointed,  and  that  it  was  the  clear  intention  of  the  settlor  that  the 
two  mutwalis  appointed  by  him  should  act  in  concert,  and  that 
therefore,  one  mutwali  upon  his  appointment  could  not  be  considered 
as  clothed  with  the  riglit  which  was  intended  for  two  of  them,  and 
that  in  consequence  the  appointment  by  the  Government  of  one  gave 
him  such  rights  as  were  given  by  the  terms  of  his  appjintmont. 
We  do  not  think  tliis  sound.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  Board,  in 
their  letter  Nc.  329  of  17tii  December  1858,  above  referred  to,  clearly 
stated  that  it  was  their  intention  to  follow  the  terms  of  the  original 
deed,  and  that  Keramat  Ali  was  to  appoint  his  successor  when  the 
time    arrived.     'I'here    is    no    contrary     intention    expressed    anywhere.     In 
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the  circuinstancivs  ubuvo  I'lilly  sot  out,  it  cannot,  in  our  opinion,  ho 
said  that  at  the  time  ol'  the  passing  of  Act  XX  of  1863  the  Govi;m- 
ment  had  in  it  vested  the  right  of  nomination,  or  that  it  might  have 
exercised  the  rifj'ht,  or  that  the  nomination  was  subject  to  its  con- 
firmation   in    hiw. 

It  has  already  been  pointed  out  that  the  lioard  of  llevenue  did 
not  transfer  the  Syedpur  Trust  Estate  except  the  Iniambara,  the  hat 
and  aardens  at  Hooghly,  etc.,  to  the  committee  under  section  12  of 
Act  XX  of  KSG8,  and  it  is  impossible  to  say  that  even  if  the 
Government  had  the  right  to  nominate,  or'  to  control  the  power  of 
nomination,  such  right  was  transferred  to  the  committee  appointed  in 
1871,  having  regard  to  the  very  carefully  worded  order  of  appointment 
above    quoted. 

The  word  quazi  has  been  interpreted  in  the  above  as  the  authority 
administering  the  ]\Iuhammadan  Law.  but  the  usually  accepted  interpreta- 
tion is,  that  it  means  a  "  judge  "  which  is  the  correct  interpretation.  In 
that  view  the  executive  Government  usurped  functions  which  it  did  not 
possess,  and  that  therefore  no  legal  powers  have  vested  in  it,  so  far  as  the 
nomination  of  a  mutwali  was  coucenied,  nor  might  it  legally  .exercise 
the  right  to  nominate,  or  control  tlie  nomination,  and  therefore  the 
Board    of   Revenue    or   the    committee    could    not    have    any    such   powers. 

The  ]-)oard  of  Revenue  clearlj-  divided  the  endowment  into  two  parts, 
namely,  one  for  secular,  and  the  other  for  religious  purposes.  It  is 
a  very  difficult  question  as  to  whether  this  was  a  lawful  division 
having  i-egard  to  the  terms  of  the  original  deed,  l)y  which  "  the  whole 
of  the  property"  was  dedicated  '"purely  for  the  sake  of  God."  No 
doubt  the  mutwalis  were  directed  to  divide  the  income  after  payment 
of  Government  revenue,  into  nine  shares,  three  of  which  were  to  be 
devoted  for  specified  religious  festivals  and  observances  and  the  repairs 
of  the  Imaml)ara,  two  parts  for  their  own  maintenance,  and  the 
remaining  four  for  the  establishment  and  payment  of  pensions  to  certain 
persons  named  in  a  list.  It  is  difficult  to  say  from  the  deed  that  any 
portion  of  it  could  be  justly  separated  for  secular  pui'poses.  The 
matter  is  important,  as  by  section  21  of  Act  XX  of  1863  the  Board 
is  given  the  power  to  make  separate  arrangements  for  the  separated 
parts.  If  the  division  was  an  illegal  one.  it  cannot  be  said  that  the 
committee,  or  the  Board,  have  acquired  legal  rights  in  respect  of  such 
divided    property. 

We  tliink.  however,  it  is  unecessarj^  to  go  into  this  question  or 
into  the  further  (juestion  as  to  the  rights  of  the  Government,  if  the 
original  deed  lie  considered  as  "  Testamentary  Trust."  It  was  held  by 
the  Sudder  Dewany  that  it  was  Testamentary  Trust,  and  if  we  con- 
sider that  the  Government  took  upon  itself  to  manage  the  estate  as  if 
it  vas  an  executor,  there  is  nothing  wiiich  clashes  against  the  claim 
of  the  Government  to  confirm  tlit^  nomination  of  a  successor,  such 
nomination  being  made  by  the  mutwali  holding  the  office,  in  this  case 
holding    such    office,    with    its    approval. 

In  the  jn-esent  state  of  the  law  t'le  power  to  remove  mutwalis  is 
vested    in    the   law    Courts. 
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Tilt'  (lOVtM'iiiiH'iiI  lias  saiictiunt'd  tlic  ap;)i);iiliiii'iil  ol'  Sa.yid  All  Nawalj, 
and  ir  soiiu*  ol'  tlic  Sliia  uomnuinity  or  tlio  coiumitttH'  want  to 
question  it,  the  pnipci-  course,  it  is  urgt'(l,  would  lie  to  leave  them  to 
their    h'gal    remedy. 

We  lia\t'  had  the  ail\aiilagi'  ol  reading"  the  ojHnion  ol  eminent 
advocates  who  have  taken  an  opposite  view,  hut  it  seems  to  us  that 
the    facts    were  not    I'ully   placed    before    them. 

At  any  rate  we  do  not  see  any  reason  lor  altering  our  view  of 
the    matter. 

We    are    of    opinion — 

That  Saiyid  Ashrai'-ud-din  Ahmad  properly  ajipointed  liis  sou, 
Saiyid  Ali  Nawab,  who,  it  is  stated,  was  trained  f(jr  the  mutwaliship 
for  some  years  and  whose  nomination  was  notified  to  the  Government 
of  Bengal  on  the  Uth  Decemlier  11)06,  and  the  said  Government  iu 
1908  confirmed  the  said  nomination  and  appointment.  Having  regard  to 
all  these  facts  we  think  that  the  objecting  party  should  be  left  to 
pursue    their    remedies,    if   any,    in    a   properly    constituted    law    court. 

It  maj'  l)e  noted  that  the  second  committee,  which  was  appointed 
on  the  '2i\vd  July  1875,  did  not  raise  any  such  questions  as  are  now 
being   raised. 

A.  CHAUDHURI, 

Barrister-at-Law. 

MAHOMEU  YUSUFF, 

Vakil.  High  Court,  Calcutta. 

mahomp:d  ishfak, 

Vakil,   High  (Jourt,  Calcutta. 

MAHMUDUL,  HUQ, 

Barrister-at-Law. 

S.  A.  A.  ASHGAR, 

Barrister-at-Law. 

S.  M.  SHERIFF, 

Barrister-at-Law. 

BHUPENDRA  XATH  BASU. 
VaK.il  and   Solicitor,   High   (Jourt. 


Calcutta, 
The  25th  November  1909 
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APPENDIX  A. 

In  re  Hooghly  Imambara. 

Of  tlie  questions  ihut  have  been  put  to  me,  the  most  Lmportaut  is 
the  one  relating  to  the  appointment  of  Saiyed  AU  Nawab  as  a  successor  of 
Khan  Bahadur  Ashraf-ud-din  Ahnuid  to  the  olflce  of  the  mutwali  of 
the  Hooghly  Imaiubara.  Upon  that  question  my  opinion  is  that  upon 
the  admitted  facts  of  the  case  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  is  the  present 
mutwalli  iu  fact  and  in  law.  He  is  so  in  fact  because  he  was  nominated 
by  his  father  and  his  appointment  has  been  sanctioned  by  Govern- 
ment. He  is  so  in  law  because  the  essence  of  what  is  necessary  for  a 
valid  appointment  as  a  Mutwali  is  the  nomination  by  the  Mutwali 
for  the  time  being.  What  is  not  essential  is  the  absence  of  his 
appointment  by  the  committee  aj)pointed  under  Act  XX  of  1863,  but 
this  is  not  a  defect  vitiating  the  essence  of  the  appointment,  and  the 
defect,  if  any,  is  more  than  made  \\]i  hy  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government.      My    reasons    for   so   thinking   are   as   follows. 

2.  Notwithstanding  the  Eegalations  and  the  Act  the  law  which 
governs  this  and  other  questions  relating  to  the  waqf  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara  is  the  Muhammadan  Law  which  has  not  been  affected  by 
the  legislation  contained  in  those  enactments  in  any  way.  Those 
enactments  expressly  and  impliedly  provide  that  the  Muhammadan 
Law  should  be  the  governing  law  on  all  questions  not  provided  for 
by  the  legislation.  1  shall  show  presently  that  in  the  nomination  of 
the  successor  of  a  Mutwali,  the  Muhammadan  Law  is  expressly 
l^reserved,  and  it  would  be  surprising  if  it  were  not  so,  because  the 
object  of  the  legislation  was  to  improve  the  management  of  endow- 
ments instead  of  the  sequestration  thereof  and  instead  of  the  creation 
of  new  endowments.  The  sole  object  of  legislation  was  the  improve- 
ments of  the  management,  and  this  was  intended  to  be  done  by 
checking  corruptions  whilst  x^reserving  the  agency  of  management 
contemplated  by  the  grantor  and  laid  dawn  by  him  ia  writing  instead 
of  interfering  with  the  management.  The  preamble  of  Kegulation  19 
of  1810  says  there  are  grounds  that  the  produce,  if  appropriated,  is 
"appropriated  contrary  to  the  intentions  of  the  donors".  The  duty 
of  Government  is  to  restore  "  the  real  intent  and  will  of  the 
grantor".  Section  3  says  measures  are  "necessary  to  insure  the  due 
approin-iation  to  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  destined  by  the 
individuals  by  whom  the  endowments  were  made".  Section  15 
contemplates  a  suit  for  damages  under  certain  circumstances. 
Section  IG  shows  the  object  of  the  Regulation  '■  is  solely  to  provide 
for  the  due  appropriation  of  lands  agreeably  to  the  intent  of  the 
grantors".  Section  12  contemplated  the  case  "in  which  no  private 
person  may  be  competent  and  entitled  to  make  sitfficient  provision 
for  the  successor  to  the  trust  and  management"  when  the  local  agents 
are  to  take  action.  In  6  S.  D.  A.  Rep.,  page  130  (Wasiq  Ali  Khan 
versiis  the  Government,!,  a  letter  of  the  Registrar  is  quoted  in 
paragraph  1,  that  under  the  provisions  of  .sections  3  and  5  of  Regula- 
tion   19   of  1810   the    Board   cannot    infringe  private    rights   (section    10). 

3.  The  translation  of  the  passage  from  the  waqfnama  contained 
the   old   report   of   the    Sudder    Dewany    Adawlut    is    not     very    accurate 
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or   happily    wonled.      Tlie    wliule    question     turns     upon     tlju    following 
passage   of   tlie    wacj^f  nania.      Tlie    Persian   words   used   are    tliese : — 


The  correct  translation  ol'  the  passage  is  as  follows  : — 
"And  I  have  made  (tufvviz-i-ani)  or  general  trust  of  the  tawliat 
to  these  two  persons.  In  the  event  of  the  Mutwali  (in  the  singular) 
finding  himself  (ajiz  or)  unable  to  carry  on  (or  anjam)  the  alTairs 
(or  umoor)  of  the  tawliat.  he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  constitute  as 
mutwali  and  as  his  (kaim  mookani  orj  rexjresentative  whatever  person 
he  shall  deem  to  be  (or  i)indarad)  most  lit  (or  aliqd  (an  most  just 
(or   ahuq)." 

■i.  Now  it  is  quite  clear  from  the  above  extract  of  the  tawliat- 
nama  that  the  superintendence  or  trusteeship  of  the  waqf  estate  was 
created  by  way  of  general  trust  (or  tufwiz-i-am),  and  this  latter 
expression  has  a  especial  meaning  in  Muhammadan  Law,  and  that 
meaning  is  this : — That  the  mutwali  to  whom  such  a  power  has  been 
given  has  full  power  to  appoint  his  successor  either  in  sickness  or 
in  health.  As  legards  the  power  of  the  mutwali  to  appoint  his 
successors  in  sickness  there  is  no  doubt  in  the  Muhammadan  Law 
that  he  is  so  entitled.  But  the  question  whether  he  has  such  a 
power  is  one  in  which  there  might  be  a  doubt  if  the  appointment  of 
the  mutwali  himself  was  without  the  use  of  the  expression  giving 
the  trust  by  way  of  tufwiz-i-am  or  general  trust.  In  the  Doorul- 
Mukhtear,  page  421,  it  is  laid  down  that  the  use  of  the  words 
■'  tufwiz-i-am "  gives  to  the  Mutwali  full  power  to  appoint  his  successor. 
The  Futavai  Alamgiri  also  lays  down  the  same  principle,  and  the 
meaning  of  tufwiz-i-am  in  the  sense  just  indicated  by  me  is  also 
borne  out  by  the  translation  by  Mr.  Bailie  of  an  extract  from  the 
Futavai  Alamgiri  to  be  found  in  Bailie's  Muhammadan  Law^ 
page   604,   where   he   says :    "  A    superintendent    may,    at    death,    commit 

his     oliice    to    another A    Superintendent    while    alive 

and  in  good  health  cannot  lawfully  appoint  another  to  act  for  him 
unless  the  appointment  of  himself  were  in  the  nature  of  the  general 
trust"   (tufwiz-i-am). 

5.  The  aforesaid  work,  namely.  Bailie's  Muhammadan  Law,  is  no 
doubt  a  summary  or  abstract  translation  from  the  Futavai  Alamgiri 
according  to  which  cases  were  decided  in  the  time  of  the  Muham- 
madan Emperors,  and  the  Shiah  authorities  also  do  not  lay  down  a 
different  rule  of  construction  upon  the  words  "  tufwiz-i-am  '  or  general 
trust.  It  would  be  a  legitimate  conclusion  from  the  use  of  the 
technical  expression  "  tufwiz-i-am,"  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  Futavai 
Alamgiri,  that  that  authority  was  before  the  settlor  or  those  who 
drew   the  deed  for  him. 

A-I. 

Bailie's  Imamia  Law,  page  214. 
It  is  lawful  for  an  appropriator  to  retain  the  superintendence  of 
the  waqf  to  himself  or  to  appoint  another  to  the  office.  If  he 
has  not  appointed  any  Superintendent,  the  office  belongs  to  the  person 
on  whom  the  settlement  has  been  made  because  the  right  of  property 
is   vested   in    him, 


801 


12 


A.2. 

Sharayu-ool-Islam  printed  at  Hujavee.  translated  by  the 
undersigned. 

Book   on   "Waqf,  page  199. 

And  it  is  permissible  that  the  rwaqif  should  render  the  superin- 
tendence for  himself  (knafs)  and  for  somelKidj'  else,  so  that  if  the 
superintendent  is  not  specified,  then  the  superintendence  is  for  the 
(maitkoof  aleih  or)  person  for  whose  benefit  the  waqf  is  made,  pro- 
ceeding on  the  view  in  favour  of  the  (milk  on  ownership  of  the 
same. 

Page  201. — A  waqif  resolves  itself  (or  intikal)  into  the  (milk  or) 
ownership  of  the  (matikoof  aleih  or)  person  for  whose  benefit  the 
waqf  is  made,  inasmtich  as  the  (faida  or)  purpose  of  (milk  or)  owner- 
ship is  present  in  the  .same ;  and  the  prohibition  of  scale  is  not 
incon.sistent  with  this  view  as  in  the  case  of  (the  oom-i-walud  or)  a 
slave  girl  who  has  become  a  mother  from  the  master  (who  can  enjoy 
her  but   not   sell  her). 

A-4. 

Translation  by  the  undersigned  Jamaiool-makasid.    Edition  of 
Eram  Book  of  Waqf. 

It  is  obligatory  that  all  conditions  shotild  be  given  effect  to  which 
are  not  antagonistic  to  the  (moqtaza  or)  object  of  the  waqf;  because 
the   words  of   God   are  general   to   the   effect   "  Give   effect   to   contract.*" 

And  it  is  permissible  (or  jaiz)  that  there  might  be  a  condition 
that  the  uuzar  Cor  office  of  mutwali)  be  for  the  (the)  self  (or  nufs  of 
the  waqif)  and  (i.e.  or)  for  the  maukoof  aleih  (viz.,  person  for  whose 
benefit  the  waqf  is  made)  and  (viz.,  or  for  a  stranger).  And  there 
is  no  doubt  that  all  conditions  not  antagonistic  to  the  (mooktaza  or) 
object  of  the  waqf  might  be  made  conditions  in  the  (akd  or)  contract, 
and  it  is  obligatory  to  give  effect  to  the  same  in  this  case  (i.e.,  in 
the  case  of  a  waqf)  and  it  is  quite  clear  that  to  stipulate  for  nazur 
(or  mutwaliship)  is  not  antagonistic  to  the  object  of  the  wakf.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  is  often  a  most  'important  detail  of  the  waqf. 
And  the  kitali  or  kuran  and  sunnut  or  tradition  being  expressed  in 
(am  or)  general  terms  render  it  obligatory  that  action  should  be  had 
in  i^ursuance  of  the  (shurt  or)  condition  (recorded  in  the  deed).  No 
doubt  if  a  condition  is  absent  from  the  (maton  or)  text  of  the  akd  or 
contract,   then   that   condition   is   not   worth   being   taken   into    account. 

A-6. 

MUBSOOT  PRINTED  AT   BOMBAY,  TRANSLATION  BY  THE  UNDERSIGNED. 

Book   on   Waqf. 

Wliere  a  person  makes  waqf  for  a  (koum  orj  class  of  people  and 
renders  the  (nuznr  or)  superintendence  to  himself,  then  the  sui^crin- 
tendence  shall   be   to   him :   and     if  he  renders   there   superintendence   to 
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somebotly  else,  then  the  .superinteiideiice  shall  be  for  liiiu  to  whom 
the  superintendence  is  so  rendered :  But  11'  he  iuis  left  the  question 
of  superintendence  open  (mootlak),  then  there  are  two  views  based  on 
the  two  views  on  which  the  prii)cii)le  of  the  waqf  itself  turns.  The 
two  views  on  whicli  the  priiu'i[)li'  of  w.iqf  itself  turns  relate  to 
the  effect  and  observation  iji  law  of  the  waqf;  as  regards  the  property, 
one  view  is  that  a  waqf  has  the  effect  of  transferring  the  milk  or 
ownership  to  God.  The  other  view  is  that  it  has  the  effect  of  trans- 
ferring the  milk  to  the  fmoukoof  aleih  or)  person  ben;^fited  by  the 
same.  In  the  former  view  the  superintendence  in  the  case  in  question 
is  for  the  hakim  concerned  in  the  waqf.  In .  the  latter  view  the 
.superintendence  is  for  the  (moukoof  aleili  or)  i^ersons  benetiled  by  the 
waqf.  tf 


A-8. 

Fawaidul  Akham  printed  in  Persian,  translated  by   the 
■  undersigned. 

Book  on    Waqf. 

It  is  obligatory  to  follow  all  the  conditions  not  inconsistent  with 
the  (mooktaza  or)  object  of  the  contract.  It  is  permissible  to  have 
a  condition  that  the  superintendence  be  for  the  waqf-maker  (mufshee), 
and  that  is  for  the  moukoof  aleih  or  person  for  whose  benefit  the 
waqf  is  made,  but  if  nothing  definite  is  stated,  then  the  superinten- 
dence is  for  the  moukoof-aleih  or  person  for  whose  Ijenefit  the  waqf 
is  made  and  on  the  basis  of  the  view  that  waqf  amounts  to  a 
tran.sfer  from  the  moukoof  aleih  or  persons  for  whose  benefit  the  waqf 
is   made. 


A-10. 
Sharuh-i-Looma  printed  IN  Persian,  translated  by  the  undersigned. 

Book  on  Waqf. 

And  it  is  j)ermissible  to  render  the  superintendence  over  the 
property  made  waqf  for  himself,  i.e.,  for  the  wa'qif  and  also  tor  some- 
body  else   indicated  in    the   muton   or  deed   by  Seeglia    or   words. 

2.  But  if  the  deed  is  mootlak  or  general  and  does  not  name  any 
body  in  the  conditions  of  the  waqf,  then  in  the  case  of  a  waqf-i-am 
or  general  waqf  the  superintendence  is  for  the  hakim-i-Sharraya  or 
Sharyee  ruler,  but  in  the  case  of  a  different  kind  of  waqf,  that  is, 
in  the  case  of  waqf  for  mooyijnin  or  fixed  purpose,  the  superintendence 
is  for  the  moukoof  aleih  or  persons  for  whose  benefit  the  waqf  is 
made,  and  the  waqif  himself  in  the  case  of  (ithik  or)  generality  where 
the  deed  is  general  and  does  not  name  any  body,  etc.,  as  afojesaid,  is 
like  the  (ajnabee  or)  stranger,  i.e.,  he  will  not  be  fit  to  get  the 
superintendence. 

3.  And  it  is  a  condition  that  the  person  named  in  the  conditions  as 
a  superintendent  that  he  be  adil  (or  just  as  interpreted  in  deed)  and 
(Ihtuda  or)  with   capacitj'  to   do  acts    (e.g.,    he   be   not   a  slave,   etc.) 
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4.  And  if  the  superintendent  comes  to  be  allected  by  (fisk)  vice,  he 
shall  be  dismissed  (mazool) ;  but  if  he  improves,  he  shall  be  restored  to 
oflBce   if   be    is  nanieil   in   a   condition  by  the    waqif. 

5.  And  if  the  superintendence  is  for  one  of  tlie  two  which  is  men- 
tioned generally,  then  neither  of  the  two  can  be  fixed  for  (tusaroof) 
work,  etc. 

6.  It  is  quite  clear  from  the  aforesaid  Shia  authorities  that'  the 
conditions  laid  down  by  the  endower  in  the  deed  of  endowment  must 
be  absolutely  followed.  Therefore  in  the  present  case  two  mutwalis 
haviuy:  been  appointed  and  the  appointment  of  each  of  them  being  of 
the  nature  of  general  trust  of  tufwiz-i-am,  there  ought  to  be  for  all 
time  to  come  two  mutwalis  each  entitled  to  name  his  successor  accord- 
ing  to    the   clause   relating   to   tufwiz-i-am   or  general    trust. 

7.  It  is  important  to  befrr  in  mind  the  words  of  section  6  of  Act 
XX  of  1863,  which  provides  that  the  rights  of  everj-  trustee  to  whom 
the  land  of  any  religious  establishment  is  transferred  under  section  4 
as  well  as  the  conditions  of  their  appointment,  election  and  removal 
shall   be   the    same   as   if   this   Act   had   not   been  passed,    etc.,    etc. 

8.  From  the  authorities  cited  above  it  is  quite  clear  that  in  all 
respects  expressly  provided  for  in  the  deed  of  endow'ment  whether  in 
the  matter  of  nomination  and  appointment  of  a  mutwali  or  in  the 
matter  of  administering  the  waqf  estate  and  making  the  disbursement 
of  the  profits  of  the  waqf  estate  the  directions  of  the  endowment  are 
to  be  strictly  followed,  so  that  there  is  no  authority  for  construing  the 
legislation  in  such  a  way  that  the  endowment  of  a  imrticular  nature 
should  be  made  to  assume  the  shape  and  form  of  one  wholly  different 
from   that   intended    b^'   the  endower. 

9.  There  are  two  cases  in  the  Sadar  Dewany  Adawlat  in  which  the 
question  of  general  trust  arose  in  connection  with  the  appointment 
of  a  mutwali,  and  after  a  large  number  of  authorities  had  been  con- 
sulted, the  same  meaning  which  I  have  assigned  was  given,  section  1, 
S.  D.  Report,  page  19,  Md.  Sadiq  versus  Md.  Ali  and  others  decided 
on  the  (jth  of  December  1798.  See  also  volume  1,  Sudder  Decision, 
page  640,  Agha  Md.  Mushadee  versus  Abdul  Hassan  Khan  decided  on 
22nd   April   1857. 

MAHOMED   YUSOOF, 

Vakil. 
The   2oth   November   1909. 

MAHMOODUL  HUQ, 

Barrister-at-Law. 


I   Agree. 


S.  A.  A.  ASGHUK, 

Barrister-at-Law. 


The   25th   November   1909. 
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APPENDIX  B. 

Extract  from  letter  No.  329,  dated  Fort  William,  the  17th  Dec- 
ember 1858.  FROM  THE  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Revenue.  L.  P. 
TO  the  Commissioner  of  Revenue  for  the  Division  of  Burdwan. 

During  his  incumbency  he  lias  a  certain  share  of  the  profits  to  his 
own  use  and  enjoyment,  and  when  he  finds  hiniseli  incompetent  to 
discharge  the  functions  of  the  office  which  it  does  not  appear  the 
present  applicant  is,  he  is  to  appoint  a  successor.  Had  it  b^en  the 
intention  of  the  founder  of  the  endowment  that  an  incapacitated 
mutwali  should  receive  a  pension,  it  is  difficult  to  explain  the  circum- 
stance   that    no    mention  is   made    of   the   intention   in   this   place. 


APPENDIX  C. 


Extract  from  Government  letter  No.  219  of  the   26th  January  1876, 
TO  the  Secretary  to  the  Revenue  Board. 

2.  In  reply,  I  am  to  state  that  the  Member  in  charge  has  cor- 
rectly understood  the  intentions  of  Government.  The-  orders  appointing 
the  committee  of  management  were  purposely  so  worded  as  to  show 
that  it  was  not  meant  to  transfer  to  the  Committee  the  charge  of  the 
Syedpur  estate,  but  only  to  make  over  to  them  that  portion  of  the 
proceeds   of   the   endowment   which   is   appropriated    to    religious   uses. 

3.  With  regard  to  the  kharij  towliat  estates,  I  am  to  remark  that 
in  the  orders  of  1838,  it  was  not  absolutely  declared  that  the  Mutwali 
of  the  Imambara  should  be  an  independent  malguzar,  but  only  that 
the  then  Mutwali  should,  so  far  as  the  control  of  the  local  agents 
was  concerned,  be  as  an  independent  malguzar.  The  Lieutenant- 
Governor  agrees  with  the  Member  in  charge  in  thinking  that  these 
orders  would  not  necessarily  extend  to  the  present  Mutwali,  but  that 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case  it  is  needless  to  press  the  question 
of  the  title  which  Government  might  possibly  .be  able  to  establish  in 
these   lands. 


APPENDIX   D. 
Section  7  of  Act  XX  of  1863. 

In  all  cases  described  in  section  3  of  this  Act,  the  Local  Govern- 
ment shall  once  for  all  appoint  one  or  more  committees  in  every 
division  or  district  to  take  the  place  and  to  exercise  the  powers  of 
the  Board  of  Revenue  and  the  local  agents  under  the  Regulations 
hereby  repealed. 

Such  committee  shall  consist  of  three  or  more  persons  and  shall 
perform  all  the  duties  imposed  on  such  Board  and  local  agents,  except 
in  respect  of  any  property  which  is  specially  provided  for  under 
section    XXI   of   this  Act. 
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APPENDIX   E. 

Extract  from  Government  letter  No.  189,  dated  the 
25th  April   1902,  to  the  Commissioner  of  Burdwan. 

With  regurd  to  the  question  whether  the  Mutwali  is  to  jxiy  rent 
for  the  quarters  occupied  by  his  family,  I  am  to  observe  that  vvhea 
Sir  John  Woodburn  recently  visiteil  the  iniambara  he  was  satisfied 
that  it  is  desirable  tluu  the  Mutwali  should  live  in  close  proximity  to 
the  Imambara,  so  as  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  his  being  frequently 
absent  from  the  institution.  Under  these  circumstances  and  having 
regard  also  to  the  fact  that  the  late  Mutwali  who  nominated  the  present 
Mutwali  as  his  successor  dedicated  to  the  Imambara  the  house  adjacent 
to  it  now  occupied  by  the  present  Mutwali's  family,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  considers  it  inexpedient  to  require  the  Mutwali  to  pay  any 
rent  for  the  houses  which  he  occupies.  Accordingly  no  provision  has 
been  made  in  the  rules  referred  to  in  paragraph  2  above  for  taking 
any   rent   from    the   Mutwali. 


APPENDIX  F. 

Section  3  of  Act  XX  of  1863. 

In  the  case  of  every  mosqne,  temple  or  other  religious  establish- 
ment to  which  the  provision  of  either  of  the  Regulations  specified  in 
the  i)reamble  to  this  Act  are  applicable,  and  the  nomination  of  the 
trustee,  manager,  or  superintendent  whereof,  at  the  time  of  the  passing 
of  the  Act,  is  vested  in,  or  in  which  the  nomination  of  such  trustee, 
manager,  or  superintendent  shall  be  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
Government  or  auy  jjublic  officer,  the  Local  Government  shall,  as  soon 
as  possible  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  make  si)ecial  provision  as 
hereinafter  provided. 


Opinion  of  Mr.  S.  C.  Mitter,  Vakil,  High  Court,  Calcutta, 

DATED   the   23rd   NOVEMBER    1909. 

I  ially  agree  with  the  opinion  given  by  Mr.  A.  Choudhury, 
Maulvi  Mahomed  Yusnff,  Khan  Bahadur,  Maulvi  Mahomed  Ishfak  and 
Messrs.   A.   Ashgar   and  Mahmudul    Huq. 

The  history  of  the  creation  of  the  Syedpur  Trust  Estate  and  the 
foundation  of  the  Imambara  at  Hooghly  does  not  require  rei^etition. 
The  course  of  succession  to  the  Mutwaliship  is  also  undisputed.  The 
only  matter  that  requires  to  be  especially  pointed  out  is  that  Saiyid 
Keramat  All,  who  was  Mutwali  for  a  long  series  of  years,  appointed 
his  successor  Saiyid  Ashraf-ud-iUn  Ahmad,  and  the  appointment  was 
confirmed  by  the  Local  Government.  It  is  not  correct  that  the  Govern- 
ment or  the  Board  of  Revenue  appointed  Saiyid  Ashraf-ud-din 
Ahmad. 

The  other  matter  which  I  wish  to  point  out  is  that  the  transla- 
tion of  the  will  of  Mahomed  Mohsin  as  given  in  the  Select  Reports 
of  the  Sudder  Dewani  Adawlat  is,  I  am  informed,  Jiot  accurate.  With 
reference  to   succession    to    the    office    of    Mutwali,    or     more    accurately 
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Mutwalis,*after  the  tirst  two,  the  will  says: — "In  the  event  of  a 
Mutwali  tindiug  liiniself  unable  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  endow- 
ment, he  should  appoint  any  one  whom  lie  may  think  most  fit  and 
right  as  Mutwuli  and  successor  on  his  behalf."  If  tlie  above  is  a  correct 
ti'anslation  of  the  Persian  will  of  Mahomed  Mohsiu,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  Saiyid  Ashraf-ud-din  Ahmad  lias  the  fullest  right  to  follow  the 
example  of  his  predecessor  Saiyid  Keramat  Ali  and  appoint  his  own 
successor.  The  clause  in  the  will  is  not  restricted  to  the  Miitwaiis 
appointed  by    the    testator,  but  it   exteiuls    to    their   successors  also. 

The  appointment  of  his  own  successor  by  a  Mutwali  is  also 
warranted  by  the  Mussalman  Law,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
testator  had  in  his  view  such  law  in  laying  down  the  rule  as  to 
appointment  of  successive  Mutwalis.  1'  Alamglri  page  409  (Egyptian 
Edition)  lays  down,  "'  when  a  Mutwali  dies  and  the  waqif  is  alive, 
the  decision  for  appointing  the  next  Mutwali  lies  with  the  waqif,  and 
not  the  quazi  (judge),  and  if  the  waqif  is  dead,  his  executor  is  better 
entitled  than  the  quazi,  and  if  the  waqif  has  not  appointed  an  executor, 
the  decision   in   this   respect   is    with    the   quazi." 

The  Durrul  Mukhtear  (page  •i-i2,  Bombay  Edition)  lays  down  the 
same  rule.  "  The  jjower  of  appointing  a  Mutwali  is  vested  in  the 
waqif,  then  in  his  executor,  then  if  he  dies  and  has  appointed  no 
executor,    the   power  of   appointment   becomes    vested   in   the   quazi." 

In  the  case  of  the  Mohsin  waqif  the  testator's  entire  estate  was 
vested  in  the  Mutwalis  appointed  by  him,  and  they  were  in  fact  and 
in  law  his  executors,  although  they  were  called  Mutwalis.  The  vis- 
major  of  the  Local  Government,  in  the  exercise  of  its  executive  function 
and  not  as  quazi  as  contemplated  by  the  Musalman  Law,  removed  the 
Mutwalis  and  appointed  fof  some  years  successive  Mutwalis  until  Saiyid 
Keramat  Ali  was  appointed.  The  Local  Government  took  upon  itself 
to  manage  the  estate  as  if  it  was  an  executor,  and  if  it  be  held  that 
the  functions  of  the  executor  has  vested  in  the  Government,  the 
Government  has  the  power  of  axjpointment.  Bat  under  the  will  the 
power  of  appointment  lies  with  the  Mutwali  or  Mutwalis,  and  there 
is  no  reason  wh}'  Saiyid  Ashraf-ud-din  Ahmad  should  not  appoint  his 
successor   as    he    has   done. 

Ic  is  also  laid  down  in  2  Alamgiri,  page  ■109 — "  And  it  is  competent 
for  a  Mutwali  to  appoint  his  successor  on  the  jjoint  of  his  death,  as 
an  executor  can  appoint  an  executor."  The  Durrul  Mukhtear  also 
says — "  If  a  Mutwali  wishes  to  appoint  liis  successor  in  his  life  time 
and  in  health,  and  if  the  appointment  is  for  A  year,  it  is  valitl."  "And 
if  he  appoints  one  in  his  health,  it  is  invalid,  and  if  on  his  death- 
bed, it  is  valid "  (1  Durrul  Mukhtear,  page  44:3).  It  is  thus  clear 
that  Saiyid  Ashraf-ud-din  Ahmad,  being  in  bad  health  and  being  of 
opinion  that  he  cannot  properly  discharge  his  duties,  was  competent 
to   appoint    his   successor   under    the    Mussulman    Law. 

It  appears  to  me  that  a  mistake  was  committed  in  the  early  days 
of  the  judicial  administration  of  the  country  in  the  Government 
taking  upon  itself  the  administration  of  the  Mohsin  Estate  which  was 
wholly  apprporiated  to  religious  and  charitable  purposes  without  any 
reference  to  the  quazi  or  judge.  The  duty  of  removing  Mutwalis  in 
cases  of  waste  and  appointing  successors  lests  with  the  quazi  or  judge, 
and   not   the   executive   Government,   and  it  appears   to  me  that  sufficient 
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attention  was  not  piid  to  the  Mussulman  Law  iu  fraiuinj^  t^ie  Public 
Enilownient  Itet^ulation. 

According?  to  Act  XX  of  18o3  ami  section  539  of  the  Civil  Proce- 
dure Code  of  1882,  and  section  92  of  Act  V  of  1908,  the  power  is  now 
vested   in   the  judge. 

I  may  also  notice  that  the  Board  of  management  for  the  Imambara 
constituted  under  Act  XX  of  1863  has  not  been  vested  with  the  power 
of  appointing  a  Mutwali.  It  is  merely  an  advisory  body  according  to 
irs  constitution.  The  board  cannot  question  an  appointment  made  by 
a  xMutwali.  1  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  appointment  of  Salyid 
AU   Nawab    by  Suiyid   Ashraf-ud-diu  Ahmad   is  valid. 
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No.    3855,   dated    Calcutta,   the    9th    December    1909. 

Frcm — F.     W.     Duke,     Esq.,       i.c.s..      Chief      Secretarj-     to     the 

Government    of    Bengal,    Revenue    Department. 
To — The     Secretary     to   the     Board      of    Revenue,      L.    P.,    Land 
Revenue    Department, 

I  am  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  658W. — T., 
dated  the  21st  October  1909,  in  which  the  Board  propose,  in  con- 
nection with  the  administration  of  the  Mohsin  Endowment  Fund, 
that  the  initial  working  balance  of  the  fund  should  be  raised  from 
Rs.  4,000  to  Rs.  10,000  and  that  any  surplus  over  this  balance 
should  be  distributed  i-ateably  among  the  several  parties  concerned  at 
the  end  of  each  year  in  the  absence  of  any  reason  to  the 
contrary.  It  is  explained  that  if  the  initial  working  balance  is 
raised  to  Rs.  10,000  it  will  ordinarily  be  practicable  to  make  the 
division  of  the  surplus  profits  each  year.  The  lioard  are  reluctant 
to  bind  themselve  to  a  hard-and-fast  rule  making  the  annual  dis- 
tribution a  matter  of  right  to  the  sharers  ;  and  they  recommend 
that  the  Accountant-General  should  each  year,  after  making  provision 
for  an  initial  balance  of  Rs.  10,000  apply  for  the  sanction  of  tlie  Board 
to  the  distribution  of  the  surplus.  The  Board,  after  consulting  the 
local  officers,  would  grant  their  sanction  in  the  absence  of  any  reason 
to   the    contrarj-. 

2.  In  reply,  I  am  to  say  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  sanctions 
the  above  proposals.  It  is  understood  that  the  Buan^  will,  in  bringing 
in  the  change,  select  the  end  of  a  year  when  there  is  a  substantial 
amount  of  money  in  hand,  so  as  to  minimize  the  hardship  to  be 
entailed    on    the    beneficiaries  as    much    as    possible. 

3.  The    Accountant-General    Bengal    will  be  informed. 
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No.    4048,    dated    Calcutta,    the    20tli     December    1909. 

From — B.  A.  Coi.lins,  Esq.,  i.c.s.,  Under-Secretary  to  the  Govern- 
ment   of    Bengal,    Revenue    Department. 

To — Nawabzada  SaiyId  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad  Khan  Bahadur, 
late    Mutwalli,    Hooghly   Imambara. 

With  reference  to  your  letter,  dated  the  26th  November  1909,  to 
the  address  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan  Division,  submitting 
the  legal  opinions  obtained  by  you  in  connection  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  as  your  successor,  1  am  directed  to 
inform  you  that,  in  the  absence  of  a  copy  of  the  case  on  which  you 
obtained  the  legal  opinions  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  value  of 
these  opinions.  I  am,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  will  be  so 
good  as    to    submit    a    copy    of  it    immediately    to   this    Government    direct. 
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Dated    Ilooglil}',    the    22nd    December    1909. 

Yrom — Nawai!zai)A    Saiyid    Asiikafuddin    Aiimau,  Kuan  IjAiiaduk 

oi'    Hooghly, 
To — The    Under-Secretary     to     the     Government    of      Hengal, 

Revenue  Department. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter 
No.  4048,  dated  the  20th  instant,  and  in  reply  I  beg  to  enclose  a 
■copy  of  the  case  which  was  submitted  to  the  lawyers  by  Mr.  Bhupen- 
<ira  Nath  Basu  for  opinion  ;  in  addition  to  the  statements  made  in 
the  case,  some  other  facts  came  to  light  in  the  conferences  of  my 
lawyers  which  are  fully  set  oat  in  the  opinion  itself.  I  may  be 
permitted  to  state  for  the  information  ol  His  Honour,  that  I  did 
not  take  the  opinion  of  the  learned  Advocate-General  or  the 
•Standing  Counsel  as  the  date  for  the  submission  of  the  opinions  of 
my  lawyers  having  l)een  fixed  for  the  25th  November  last,  I  had 
no  time  to  consult  either  of  the  eminent  lawyers  above  referred  to, 
and  even  if  I  had  the-  time,  I  was  advised  that  it  would  be 
desirable  not  to  hamper  the  Government  by  taking  the  opinion 
of  counsel    whom     the     Government     might     ultimately    consult. 


A  question  has  been  raised  as  regards  the  appointment  of  the 
present  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara,  Saiyid  Ali  Nawalx  This 
gentleman  is  the  only  son  of  Nawabzada  Saiyid  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad, 
who  was  Mutwalli  of  the  Imambara  from  1875  to  November  1908. 
Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  was  nominated  as  a  Trustee  by  liis  father,  the  out- 
going j\Iutwalli,  and  his  nomination  was  confirmed  by  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment. 

In  a  letter  from  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  Bengal 
addressed  to  the  Secretary,  Board  of  Revenue,  dated  the  20th  Novem- 
ber   1908,    the    Government    states    as    follows  : — 

"  His  Honour  is  also  pleased  to  appoint  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab,  son  of 
the  retiring  Mutwalli,  to  be  the  Mutwalli  of  the  Plooghiy  Imambara  on 
a   salary,    etc."  " 

It  is  now  contended  that  the  appointment  of  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab 
was  infructuous  as  tiie  right  to  appoint  a  successor  to  the  Mutwalli 
was  vested  in  the  Committee  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  constituted 
under   Act    XX    of    1863,    and    not    in    Government. 

The  question  arose  in  this  way  :  a  number  of  Shia  gentlemen  sub- 
mitted a  memorial  to  Government  protesting  against  the  appointment  on 
various  grounds  aud  impugning  the  validity  of  the  appointment.  Govern- 
ment submitted  to  certain  lawyers  the  case  for  opinion  and  their  opinion 
on  the  case  as  submitted  is  tliat  the  appointment  of  the  Mutwalli  must 
be    made    by    the    Committee,    and    not    by    Government. 

In  order  to  correctly  apprehend  the  facts  in  this  connection  a 
brief    statement    as     to    how    the  trusts     for    the     Imambara   came    to   be 
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created  and  tliL'  inodo  of  devolution  of  the  trusts  woul  I  be  neces- 
sary. One  Munnojan  Khanum,  of  Hooghly,  held  the  Imambara  and 
was  possessed  of  extensive  properties.  Haji  Mohammad  Mohsin  was 
her  heir  :  on  the  S)th  of  Baisak  1213  H.  S.  (20th  April  1806)  the 
Haji  executed  a  deed,  described  as  a  deed  of  appropriation  by 
the  Sudder  Uewany  Adawlut  {oide  6.  S.  D.  l^eports)  by  whicli  he 
gave  and  appropriated  certain  properties  for  the  expenditure  in  tlie 
said  deed  mentioned.  The  trustees  were  appointed  as  follows  : — "  1  have 
hereby  appointed  Rajab  Ali  Khan  and  Shakir  Ali  Khan,  who  have  been 
tried  and  approved  by  me  as  possessing  understanding,  knowledge,  reli- 
gion and  probity,  Mutwallis  (or  trustees)  of  the  said  waqf  or  appro- 
priation, whicli  I  have  intrusted  to  the  above  two  individuals,  that 
aiding  and  assisting  each  other  they  may  consult,  advise  and  agree 
together  in  all  matters  connected  with  the  joint  management  of  the 
business  of  the  said  appropriation."  As  regards  the  appointment  o£ 
future  Mutwallis,  the  deed  provides  as  follows  : — "  I  have  committed 
the  ]\Iutwalliships  to  the  charge  of  the  two  abovenamed  individuals  as 
an  Aum  Touleut.  In  the  event  of  a  Mutwalli  finding  himself  unable 
to  conduct  the  business  of  the  endowment,  he  may  appoint  any  one 
whom  he  may  think  most  tit  and  most  deserving  as  Mutwalli  to  act 
in  his  stead."  The  waqif  or  the  creator  of  the  appi-opriation,  lived 
for  some  years  after  the  appropriation,  but  the  properties  remained  in 
the  hands  of  the  ^lutwalhs,  who  managed  the  same  and  performed  the 
trusts.  Shakir  Ali,  one  of  the  trustees,  died  in  Baisak  1220,  appoint- 
ing his  sou  Baquir  Ali  as  his  successor  in  the  Mutwalliship,  and  Wasiq 
Ali,  son  of  Rajab  Ali,  also  alleged  that  his  father  had  appointed  him  to 
the  other  Mutwalliship  in  Magh  1220.  Rajab  Ali  and  Baquir  Ali  were  mis- 
managing the  trust  property  and  misapjiropriating  tlie  proceeds,  with  the 
result  that  Government  stepped  in  ]iurporting  to  act  under  Re^'ulation  XIX 
of  1810  ;  the  Board  of  Revenue  held  an  enquiry,  removed  the  trustees  and 
appointed  Ali  Akbar  Khan  as  Mutwalli.  This  was  abi.ut  the  year  1815 
or   1816. 

This  action  on  the  part  of  Government  led  to  some  litigation.  Wasik 
Ali,  son  of  Rajab  Ali,  brought  a  suit  against  Government  to  be  restored 
to  the  ]\Iutwalliship  as  the  appointee  of  his  father  Rajab  Ali.  This 
appointment  was  not  believed  in,  and  Rajab  Ali's  suit  was  ultimately 
dismissed. 

It  appears  that  the  Government  nominee  Saiyid  Ali  Akbar  Khau 
was  removed  by  Government  for  misaiiplication  of  trust  funds  in  the  j'ear 
18.36.  The  Government  appointed,  as  his  successor,  Saiyid  Keramat  Ali,. 
who  assumed  charo^e  of  office  in  1837,  one  Zainuddin  Hussain  Khan 
acting  between  the  jjeriod  when  Ali  Akbar  was  dismissed  and  Keramat 
Ali  took  over  charge.  In  1858  Saiyid  Keramat  Ali  applied  for  a  pension 
on  which  the  Board  of  Revenue  passed  an  order  from  which  the  follow- 
ing quotation  is  pertinent  ■ — "'  When  he,"  meaning  Saij'id  Keramat  Ali,. 
"  finds  himself  incompetent  to  discharge  the  functions  of  the  office  which^ 
it  does  not  appear   the  present  applicant  is,  he  is  to  appoint  a  successor." 

Saiyid  Keramat  Ali  nominated  Saiyid  Ashraf-ud-din  Ahmad  as  his- 
successor,  and  the  Government  accepted  the  nomination,  and  Ashraf-ud-din 
Ahmad    was    appointed    Mutwalli    in    1875. 
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In  1!>U8  Saiyiil  Asliral'-iid-diii  Ahmad  luiiuiiiated  Iuk  kuii  ais  liis 
successor  in  the  office  nl  the  .Mutwalli  and  the  iiomiiuiLioii  was  coiifii'iuoil 
by   the    Government    of    licngal    in    November    11JU8. 

The  Govei'nmenl  has  since,  on  the  representation  of  certain  members 
of  the  8hia  community,  taken  advice,  and  in  a  communication  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Jiurdwan  Division,  dated  the  24th  August  1909, 
copy  whereof  has  been  forwarded  to  the  former  Mutwalh,  the  Government 
position  is  stated  as  follows  : — "'  Tiiat  opinion  of  Counsel  has  been  taken 
on  the  questions  raised  by  the  memorialists.  Mr.  B.  Chakravarti,  Dr.  Rash 
Behary  Ghosh,  and  Maulvi  Siraj-ul-Islam,  who  were  consulted  are 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  right  to  appoint  to  vacancy  in  the  office 
of  Mutwalli  is  vested  in  the  Committee  and  not  in  Government  ;  that 
the  appointment  of  Saiyid  AH  Nawab  was  void  ab  initio  then  in  the  eye  of 
law.  Nawabzada  Saiyid  Ashraf-ud-din  Ahmad  is  still  Mutwalli,  and  that 
the   grant    of   pension    to   the    latter    was   ultra   vires." 

Let  us  examine  the  position  and  status  of  the  Mutwalli  of  the 
Hooghly  Imambara.  Regulation  XIX  of  1810,  is  the  first  enactment 
dealing  with  the  question  of  the  maintenance  of  mosques,  temples,  etc. 
The  preamble  to  the  Regulation  recites — "  And  whereas  it  is  an  important 
duty  of  every  Government  to  provide  that  all  such  endowments  be 
applied  according  to  the  real  intent  and  will  of  the  grantor."  Section  II 
of  the  regulation  vests  the  general  superintendence  in  the  Board  of 
Revenue   and    Board    of    Commissioners. 

Section  VIII  provides  for  the  apiiointment  of  local  agents  iif  the 
Board  and  section  IX  provides  that  the  Collector  of  tlie  district  shall  be 
ex-officio  local  agent.  Section  XI  enacts  tliat  the  agents  are  to  ascertain 
the    names    of   the    present  trustees,    manager,    etc. 

Section  XII  lays  down  the  method  of  selection  and  appointment  of 
successor. 

The  local  agents  are  to  report  to  the  superior  Boards  all  vacancies 
and  casualties  to  enable  the  Boards  to  judge  of  the  pretensions  of  the 
claimants  and  especially  the  agents  are  to  report  whether  the  succession 
has  been  by  descent,  by  election  or  by  m^mination  by  the  founder  or  his 
heir  or  representative,  or  by  any  other  individual  patron  of  the  founda- 
tion, or  by  any  officer  or  representative  of  Government,  or  by  Govern- 
ment   itself. 

Section  XIII  provides  that  in  those  esses  in  which  the  nomination 
has  usually  rested  with  the  present  or  future  Government  or  with  a 
public  officer,  or  of  right  appertains  to  Government,  in  consequence  of 
no  private  person  being  competent  and  entitled  to  make  sufficient  provi- 
sion, it  will  be  the  further  duty  of  the  local  agents  to  propose  for  the 
approval  and  confirmation  of  the  superior  Board  a  fit  and  proper  person 
for    the    charge  of  the  trustee    or    manager,    or  superintendent. 

Section  XIV  lays  down  that  on  receipt  of  the  report  or  informa- 
tion the  Board  of  Revenue  or  Board  of  Connnissioners  will  either  appoint 
the  person  or  persons  nominated  for  their  approval,  or  will  make  such 
provision    as    they   think    fit. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  chat  this  Regulation  was  passed  in 
1810,  and   the   Mohsin   Endowment    was   created   by  deed    in    1806. 
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Section  XII!  oC  the  Kegulation  leaves  no  doubt  as  to  wlien  the 
local  agents  are  to  nominate  a  trustee.  Let  us  see  if  the  Iniambara 
niutwalliship  falls  under  .any  of  the  category  provided  in  the  section. 
Tlio  only  occasion  when  Government  directly  appointed  was  after  the 
death  of  Kajab  Ali,  his  co-trustee  iShakir  Ali  liad  appointed  his  own 
son,  Baquir  Ali  and  this  appointment  was  recognised  by  Government. 
Then  Kajab  Ali  and  Baquir  Ali  were  removed  for  misconduct.  Wasik 
Ali,  son  of  Kajab  Ali,  produced  a  testamentary  deed  of  nomination 
which  was  found  to  he  a  forgery.  Akbar  Ali  Khan  was  ajipointed  by 
Government  in  1818  and  removed  in  1836  for  misconduct.  His  succes- 
sor, Kerainat  Ali  was  appointed  by  Government.  Keramat  Ali  nominated 
his  successor,  Ashraf-ud-din  Ahmad  in  1875,  and  the  appointment  was 
confirmed  l)y  Government.  Ashrafuddin  again  nominated  his  son  in  1908, 
and    this    nomination    was    also  confirmed    bj^    Government. 

A  question  arose  in  1902  as  to  whether  the  then  Mutwalli  Ashraf- 
uddin Ahmad  should  pay  rent  for  the  quarters  occupied  by  him.  The 
Government  of  Bengal  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Burdawan  Division,  No.  189-T.R.,  Reveuue  Department,  and 
dated  25th  April  1902,  in  which  the  following  occurs  : — "  Under  the 
circumstances,  and  having  regard  also  to  the  fact  that  the  late  nmtwalli 
who  nominated  the  present  mutwalli  as  his  successor  dedicated  to  the 
Imambara    the    house    adjacent    to    it  *****  ^j^^ 

Lieutenant     Governor    considers    it    iuexpendient    to   require    the    mutwalli 
10    pay    any    rent." 

There  are,  moreover,  documents  in  the  Commissioner's  office,  Burdwan 
(letters  from  Keramat  Ali  to  the  Collector)  to  establish  the  fact  tliat 
Ashraf-ud-din  Ahmad  was  nominated  by  the  retiring  Mutwalli  in  1875. 
Now    we    come    to   the    consideration    of   Act    XX    of    1863. 

Section  VII  lays  down  that  local  committees  are  to  take  the  place 
and  to  exercise  the  powers  of  the  Board  of  Revenue  and  the  local 
agents    under   the    Regulations   repealed    by  the    Act. 

We  have  shown  that  the  nomination  or  appointment  of  the  Mutwalli 
to  the  Imambara  did  not  lie,  under  the  Regulation  with  the  p]oard  or 
the  Committee,  and  this  view  has  all  along  been  held  by  Government. 
But  in  the  case  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  a  right  on  the  part  of  the 
Committee  to  supersede  Government  in  the  confirmation  of  the  mutwali 
nomination  was  never  asserted  or  recognized,  though  the  first  and 
second  committees  were  appointed  in  1871  and  again  in  1875  by 
Government. 

Under  Act  XX  of  1863,  a  notification  was  published  by  the 
Government  of  Bengal,  dated  the  291  h  July  1871,  in  the  issue  of  the 
Calcutta  Gazette  of  the  2nd  August  1871,  page  1846.  appointing  a 
Committee  for  Hooghly.  In  1875,  when  Ashraf-ud-din  Ahmad  was 
appointed,  this  Committee  did  not  confirm  the  nominee  that  Govern- 
ment   made    as    the    quazi. 

In  1900,  when  rules  were  being  framed  by  the  Committee,  it  was 
the  Government  which  approved  the  rules  after  consulting  the 
Mutwalli.  The  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan  Divi-^ion  submitted  a 
statement    to   the    Government    of   Bengal,     ISo.   47R.    G.,    dated    the    30th 
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Seploiubcr  11)00,  in  panigrai)li  10  ol  wliiuli  occurs  lln;  t'ulhjwing 
passage  : — 

"Til  till'  cast',  hiiwcvcr,  of  tlio  Hooglily  rmainbara  a  right  on  the 
part  111'  lh(*  (Joiiiinit.t(*(>  to  siiporsode  (Jovrrnment  in  the  coiiiiriiiation 
of  the  Mutwalli  iioiiuuatioii  has  never  been  asserted,  nuK  h  loss 
exercised  ;  it  has  alwaj's  been  the  practice  of  the  Mutwalli  to  nominate 
his  successor  subject  to  Government  confirmation,  and  1  do  not 
suppose  any  deviation  from  previous  practice  \vould  be  allowed.  The 
deed  of  the  founder  may  lie  taken  to  support  the  practice  whatever 
interpretation  may  be  pit  upon  the  law.  Under  the  deed  there 
were  to  be  two  Mutwallis,  each  of  whom  was  to  appoint  his  successor. 
Government  at  a  very  early  period  ejected  both,  and  assumed  the 
position  of  Mut.valli  iteself.  The  Mutwalli  in  charge  has  always  since 
been  merelj'  a  deputy  of  Government.  The  case  does  not,  therefore, 
seem  one  in  which  any  function  under  section  14  of  the  regulation 
has  descenled  to  the  Committee.  There  is  a  permanent  Superinten- 
dent in  the  shape  of  Government,  and  as  to  its  deputy,  the  Committee 
has    no    concern." 

The  present  Mutwalli.  All  Nawab,  was  nominated  by  Ashraf-ud-din 
Ahmad,  who  submitted  his  nomination  to  the  Government  of  Sir 
Andrew    Fraser,    and    such   nomination    was    confirmed    by    Government. 

We  are  briefing  herewith  the  case  that  was  submitted  by 
Government  for  counsel's  opinion.  The  case  omits  to  state  that  the 
previous  Mutwalli  was  nominated  in  1875,  or  that  the  present, 
Mutwalli,  Ali  Nawab,  was  also  nominated.  The  whole  foundation 
rests  upon  the  deed  executed  by  Hajee  Mohammad  Mohsin,  and  it  is 
submitted  that  the  executive  Government,  much  less  a  Committee, 
cannot  act  in  contravention  of  its  provisions.  Counsel  will  please 
advise  : — 

(1)  As    to    whether    the  appointment    of  Ali    Nawab    as    the    present 

MutwdUi  has  been  invalidated  by  the  fact  of  the  appoint- 
ment not  having  been  made  or  confirmed  by  the  Com- 
mittee ; 

(2)  What    are    the    rights    of   the     Mutwalli    for     the  time    being   as 

regards  the  nomination  of  his  successor  and  what  is  the 
position    of    such    nominee  ;    and 

(3)  Generally. 

Copy    of   case    submitted    to    counsel    for    opinion. 

(Sd.)  B.  N.  BASU, 
The  22nd  December  1909. 
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No.  330,  dated  Calcutta,  tlic-  27tli  .lamiary  1010. 

Yvom — F.   W.    l)rKK,     Es(^.     i.c.s.,  Chief    Secretary    to  the  Government   of 
IJengal,   Revenue    Department, 

To — The  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  Home  Department. 

I  am  now  directi>d  to  reply  to  Mr.  Monie's  letter  No.  1431,  dated 
the  7th  October  1909.  requesting  that  any  representation  which 
Nawabzada  Saiyid  Ashraf-ud-din  Ahmad,  Khan  Bahadur,  may  desire  to 
make  in  connection  with  the  appointment  of  his  son  to  be  his  successor, 
may    be    submitted    at    an    early   date. 

2.  As  desired  by  the  Government  of  India,  in  Home  Department 
letter  No.  1106,  dated  the  9th  August  1909,  Saiyid  Ashraf-ud-din 
Ahmad.  Khan  IJahadur,  was  asked  to  submit  any  representation  that 
he  might  wish  to  make.  Subsequently,  at  his  request,  he  was  furni- 
shed with  a  copy  of  the  joint  opinion  of  Mr.  B.  Chakravarti, 
Dr.  Rash  Behari  Ghose  and  Khan  Bahadur  Maulvi  Serajul  Islam,  a 
copy  of  which  was  submitted  to  the  Government  of  India  with  this 
Government's  letter  No.  231-1  L.R..  dated  the  20th  July  1909.  He  was 
also  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  case  on  which  that  opinion  was 
based.  As  reported  in  this  Government's  letter  No.  256-4  T. — R..  dated 
the  14th  October  1909,  he  was  allowed  time  up  to  the  26th  November 
1909,  for  the  submission  of  the  representation  which  has  since  been 
received  and  considered  by  the  Superintendent  and  Remembrancer  of 
Legal  Affair.-',  Bengal.  I  am  now  to  submit,  for  the  consideration  and 
orders  of  the  Government  of  India,  copies  of  the  papers*  noted  in  the 
appended  list  wjiich  include  the  representation  and  all  connected 
papers. 

3.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  Legal  Remembrancer  considers  that 
the  opinions  submitted  by  the  late  mutwalli  proceed  upon  misstate- 
ments or  misconceptions  of  facts,  and  that  there  is  nothing  in  them 
to  disturb  the  opinion  which  was  obtained  by  the  Government.  He 
agrees  with  the  opinion  given  by  Mr.  II  Chakrabati,  Dr.  Rash  Behari 
Ghose  and  Khan  Bahadur  Moulvi  Seraj-ul-lslam,  that  the  power  of 
appointing  a  mutwali  of  the  Hooghly  Imamljara  is  vested  in  the 
Committee  of  ^lanagement,  which  was  constituted  under  section  7  of 
Act  XX  of  1863,  for  the  supervision  of  the  afiairs  of  this  institution, 
but  he  points  out  that  as  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  is  in  possession  at 
mutwali,    it    may    not    be  possible    to   avoid  litigation. 

4.  The  papers  now  submitted  conhrm  the  conclusion  arrived  at 
by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  which  was  stated  iu  this  Government's 
letter  of  the  20th  July  1909,  referred  to  above.  His  Honour,  however 
considers  that,  as  advised  by  the  Legal  Remembrancer,  the  action  of 
Government  should  be  confined  to  the  cancellation  of  the  orders  em- 
bodied in  the  letter  of  this  Government,  No.  4464,  dated  the  20th 
November  1908,  sanctioning  the  grant  of  a  pension  to  Saiyid  Ashraf- 
uddin  Ahmad  and  appointing  his  son,  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  to  be 
mutwalli. 


S-ie  foregoing  carrcspoudenc 
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The   list    of   enclosures  : — 

1.  This    Government's     letter     No.  4464,   dated  the  20th   November 

1908,  to     the     Secretary     to     the     Board    of     Revenue,     Land     Revenue 
Department. 

2.  Case  submitted  to  Mr.  B.  Chakrabarti,  Dr.  Rash  Behari  Ghosh 
and   Khan    Bahadur  Moulvi  Seraj-ul-Islam. 

3.  This    Government's    letter     No.    2861,     dated     the     24th    August 

1909,  to   the    Commissioner    of   the    Burdwan    Division. 

4.  Letter  No.  261  C,  dated  the  29th  November  1909,  from  the 
Commissioner    of   the    Burdwan    Division,    and    enclosures. 

5.  Letter,  dated  the  22nd  December  1909.  from  Nawabzada 
Saiyid    Ashrafuddin    Ahmad.   Klian    Bahadur,    and   enclosure. 

6.  Note,  dated  the  30th  December  1909,  by  the  Superintendent 
and  Remembrancer  of  the  Legal  Affairs,  Bengal,  together  with  copies 
of  references    mentioned  therein. 


Note,  dated  the  30th  December  1909,  by  the  Superintendent  and 
Remembrancer    of   Legal    Affairs,   Bengal. 

The  legal  opinions,  which  have  been  submitted  by  Saiyid  Ashraf- 
uddin Ahmed,  appear  to  be  based,  to  a  large  degree,  on  two 
misstatements    or    misconception    of  fact. 

1.  The  correspondence  of  1874-75,  relating  to  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  under  section  7  of  Act  XX  of  1863,  appears  to  show  that 
the  committee  of  1871  was  not  validly  constituted,  the  notification  of 
the  29th  July  of  that  year  being  void  and  of  no  effect.  This  was 
the  view  taken  at  the  time,  and  I  see  no  reason  to  dissent  from  it. 
(See  Mr.  Geoghegan's  letter  of  8th  April  1875,  and  the  Government 
order  of  20th  April  1875).  It  follows  that  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  notification  of  the  20th  July  1875,  must  be  regarded  as  the  first 
Committee  appointed  under  the  Act  of  1863,  and  that  it  is  a  mistake 
10  suppose  that  there  was  any  committee  in  existence  at  the  date 
of  Saiyid  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad 's  appointment  as  Mutwali  (25th  June 
1875). 

The  correspondence     of    1875,     relating   to   the  appointment     of   Saiyid 

Ashrafuddin       Ahmad        as        mutwalli 

"The  use  of  the   word  "  iiomiuated  "  in  para-  ,  i  j.l    i    i  ■    j.     J 

graph  3  of  the  Government   order  of  25th  April       appears    tO    shoW    that    he     WaS    appomted 

19IJ2  was  due  to  paragraph  10  of  Mr.  Faulder's     j^y     the     Government     in    the    exercise 

letter    of  30th    September    1900,  which   in  my         ^ 

opinion,  is  based  on  a  hiose  and  inaccurate  view      of     the      right      and      power     of     appoillt- 

°  ^  ®  '"'''^'  rp  -^  Richardson-         ment.       The  Government  no  doubt  took 

into  account  the  wishes  of  his  pre- 
decessor, Saiyid  Keramat  Ali.  but  it  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that 
Saiyid  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad  was  nominated*  by  Saiyid  Keramat  Ali.  and 
that    the    Government    merely    confirmed    the  appointment. 

I  agree  generally  with  the  opinion  obtained  by  ]\Ir.  Chapman  for 
the    Government,    and    think    that    in     the     events     which     happened,     the 
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endowment  was  one  which  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  Act  XX  of 
1863,  came  within  the  purview  of  section  3  of  that  Act  within  the 
resuhw  stated  by  Messrs.  B.  Chakrabatti,  Rash  Ikhary  Gliosh,  and 
Siraj-ul-Islam    in    the  opinion    referred    to. 

It  may  bo  further  observed  that  the  legal  opinion  submitted  by 
Saiyid  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad  takes  no  account  of  thb  provisions  of 
section  22  of  the  Act  of  1863  from  which  it  seems  clear  that  upon 
the  formation  of  the  Committee  of  1875,  the  Govefnment  had  no 
power  in  any  Avay  to  concern  itself  with  the  nomination  or  appointment 
of  a  mutwali.  In  1908,  therefore  the  Government  had  no  power  to 
appointment  or  to  confirm  the  appointment  or  nomination  of  a 
mutwalli. 

I  am  disposed  to  agree  with  Messrs.  B.  Chakrabatti,  Rash  Behary 
Ghosh  and  Serajul  Islam  that  the  power  of  appointing  a  mutwali  is 
now  vested  in  the  committee.  Nor  do  I  think  that  Saiyid  Ashrafuddin 
Ahmad  and  his  son  will  be  well  advised  if  they  compel  a  resort  to 
the  courts,  as  in  my  opinion,  it  may  be  reasonably  anticipated  that 
the  result  will  not  be  in  their  favour.  As,  however,  I  understand 
that  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  is  in  possession  as  mutwali,  it  may  be  impos- 
sible to  avoid  litigation.  In  the  circumstances  it  is  for  consideration 
whether  the  Government  should  do  more  than  cancel  the  orders  of 
20th  November  1908,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  advised  that  they  were 
beyond   its   powers   under   the   law. 
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No.    322,    dated    Calcutta,    the    2nd    March    1910. 

From — H.    C.    Woodman,     Esq.,     Additional     Deputy    Secretary   to 
the    Government    of   India,    Home    Department, 

To — The    Chief  Secretary  to  the    Government   of  Bengal,    Revenue 
Department. 

I  am  directed  to  refer  to  the  correspondence  ending  with  your 
letter  No.  330,  dated  the  27th  January  1910,  regarding  the  appoint- 
ment of  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  to  be  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara 
in  succession    to  Nawabzada    Saiyid  Ashrafuddin    Ahmad,    Khan    Bahadur. 

2.  The  Government  of  India  have  carefully  considered  the  question 
and  they  accept  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  conclusion  that  the  orders 
contained  in  Mr.  Duke's  letter  No.  4464,  dated  the  20th  November 
1908,  sanctioning  the  grant  of  a  pension  to  Saiyid  Ashrafuddin  Ahmad 
and  appointing  his  son  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  to  be  mutwalli  should  be 
cancelled. 

3.  I  am  to  request  that,  with  His  Honour's  permission,  the 
President  of  the  Hooghly  Imambara  Defence  Association  may  be  informed 
of   the    order    passed    in    this    case. 
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No.    1001,    dated    the    lltli    Mareli    I'JIO. 

From — H.  T.  Cullis,  Esq.,  i.c.s.,  Under-Secretary  to  the 
Goveriiuiont    ol'    liengal,   iievemie   Uepartmeiit, 

To — The  Secretary  to  the  IJoard  of  Kevonue,  Laud  Revenue 
Department. 

1  am  directed  to  refer  to  Government  order  No.  4-464  dated  the 
20th  November  1!)08,  sanctioning  the  grant  of  a  pension  to  Nawabzada 
Saiyid  Asharaf-ud-diu  Ahmad,  Khan  Bahadur,  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghly 
Imambara,  and  appointing  his  son  Saiyid  Ali  Nawab  to  be  his 
successor. 

2.  Exception  to  these  orders  was  taken  by  various  Mahomedan 
individuals  and  associations  and  the  legal  power  of  this  Government 
to  make  the  appointment  and  to  grant  the  pension  was  challenged. 
This  led  to  a  careful  consideration  of  the  case  and  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  is  now  satisfied  that  the  Government  of  Bengal  was  not  legally 
competent  to  pass  the  orders  in  question,  and  he  directs  that  they  be 
herel)y   cancelled. 

3.  The  Commissioner  ot  the  Burdwan  Division,  the  Collector  of 
Hooghly,  the  late  Mutwalli.  and  the  Accountant-General,  Bengal,  have 
been    informed. 


No.    1062. 


Copy  forwarded  to  the  Accountant-General,  Bengal,  for  informa- 
tion, in  continuation  of  Government  order  No.  4464|-,  dated  the  20th 
November    1908. 

No.    1063-65. 

Copy  forwarded  to  (1)  the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan  Division, 
(2)  the  Collector  of  Hooghly  and  (3)  Nawabzada  Saiyid  Ashraf-ud-din 
Ahmad,    Khan    P>ahadur,    for    informati(jn. 


No.    1066. 


Copy  forwarded  to  Shams-ul-ulama  Shaik  Muhammad  Gilani, 
President,  Hooghly  Imambara  Defence  Association,  for  information  in 
continuation  of  this  Government's  letter  No.  460,  dated  the  2nd 
February    1910. 


No.    1067. 


Copy    forwarded    to   the    President     of     the     Committee     of     Manage- 
ment   of   the    Hooghly    Imambara    for    the    information    of   the    Committee. 

By    order    of   the    Lieutenant-Governor    of    Bengal. 

(Sd.)   H.   T.   CULLIS, 
Under-Secretary    to    the    Government    of    Bengal. 
Calcutta, 
The    11th    March  1910. 
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Charge  of  the  Imambarah  made  over  to  the  Committee  appointed  by  Government 

Charge  of  the  Imambarah  made  over  to  Syed  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed 
Charge  of  tlie  Imambarah  property  not  made  over  to   the    Committee    of   Manage- 
ment by  tlie  Local  Agents,  Hoogldy 

Civil  CouPt,  Hooghly — AppHcation  to  the — for  tlie  appointment  of  Mirza  Wahid 
Ali  to  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Kassini  Ali  in  the  Committee  of 
Trustees  and  for  the  transfer  of  the  Trust  to  the  Committee 

Collegiate    institution,    Hooghly— Preparation    of   a  statement  of  funds  for 

thf  purpose  of  the  foruuitiou  of  a — 


708 
483,     487-90, 
506-14,  517- 
24 

473.  481 

413 


421-24,  447-49 


SuBJEcr. 


Committee  of   Management— 

Hijiort    on    tlie    muiia^'i-iiu-iit.    I>y    the — uppointcil    iiinU-r    Act   XX    of     1863    of 

timt   portion    of  tlio    Trust    Estate*  wliicli  is  appropriiiteJ  to  religioiix  piirpoHex 
C'liarge    of  tlie    Iiuuiiiliuriili  made  over  to  the — appointed  hy  (lovernnient 

Appointment    of  a — consisting   of    live    nicMnl>ers    for    the    management    of  the 

Imamharah 
Delay  in  appointing  niemhers  under  Act  XX  of    1863  to    serve  on  the — with   full 

powers  of  the  Board  and  the  Local  Agents 
True  nature  of  the — appointed  under  Act  XX  of  1863  explained  by  the    Board    to 

the  Commissioner,  Burdwan  Division 
Addresses   of    tive    persons    uomiQate<l  hy    the  Uomniissioner.   Burdwan  llivision 

to  act  as  meml>erti  of  the  Syedpur  Trust — ... 
Suggestion  for  the  election  of  a — of    five    meniliers    to    act    as    Trustees    to    tlie 

Endowment 
Nomination    of   a    gentleman    of   the    Shia   sect    to    be  the  3rd  Member  of  the — 

appointed  under  Act  XX  of  1863 
Bevised  rules  framed  in  1902  by  tlie — for  the  Imambarah 
Objection  raised  by  the — of  the  Imambarah  to  the  selection  of  Syed  Ali  Xawab    as 

Slutwalli  in  place  of  his  father 
Strained  relations  lietween  the  Mutwalli  and  the  members  of  the —   ... 
Origin  of  dispute  Ijetween  tlie  Mutwalli  and  the — 
Annual   exjienses    of   the    Imambarah    fixed  at  l{s.  18,800  by  a  scheme  framed  by 

tjie  members  of  the — 
Transfer  of  some  Kharij  Towleut  properties  to  the — for  the  Imambarah 
Xomiuation  of  live  gentlemen  to  be  members  of  the — for  the  Imambarah 
Application  to  the  Civil  Court  of  Hooghly  for  the  appointment    of    Mirza    Wahid 

Ali    to    the    vacancy    caused    by    the  death  of  Kassim  AJi  in  the  Committee  of 

Trustees  and  for  the  transfer  of  the  Trust  to  the  Committee 
Question  of  appointment  of  a  successor  to  Mirza  Kassim  Ali,  deceased  member   of 

Charge    of   the   Imamliarah  property  not  made  over  to  the — by  tlie  Local  Agents, 

Hoo-hly 
Proposal  for  the  appoiutmeat  of  Maulvi  Mirza   Wahid    Ali    as    a    member    of   the 

Co;nmittee  vice  Mirza  Kassim  Ali,  deceased 
Appointment  of  a — consisting  of  three  members  for  the  Syedpur  Trust 
Delay  in  making  over  the  Trust  Estate  attached  to  the  Hooghly   Imambarah    to    a 

— appointed  under  Act  XX  of  1863 
Proposal    for    tiie  transfer  of  the  religious  portion  of  the  Trust  Estate  to  a — to  iie 

formed  under  Act  XX  of  1863 

Committee  of  Public  Instruction — Government  of  India's  instructions  to 
hold  the  interest  of  the  accumulated  funds  of  the  Syedpur  Endowment  at  the 
disposal  of  the — and  to  furnish  the  Committ"e  with  the  periodical  reports  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  Zaniindaree 

Conduct  of  the  joint    Mutwallls- 

i.f  .Jes-:ore 


Page. 


-In  disobeying  the  onlers  of  the  Collector 


Correspondence — Precis  of  a'l — and  records  connected  with  the  removal  of 
Wasin  Ali  Kliati  from  Miitwalliship  and  minutes  of  the  Hoa'ble  Members  of  the 
Board  regarding  the  defence,  by  Government,  of  the  case  Wasi(j  Ali  Khan 
i-ersus  the  Government  in  the  Sudder  Dewany  Adawlut 

Cost  of  Repairs — 

Recoveries  to  be  made  from  th'-  Managing  Committee  of  the  Imambarah  of  the 
smn  advanced  to  it  to  meet  the — to  the  Imambarah  buildings 

Revised  estimate  of — to  the  Imambarah  buildings 

Estimate  of  cost  for  the  thoroigh  repairs  of  the  Imambarah  buildings  damaged  bv 
the  eartlii|uake  of  ritli  June  1897 

An  estimate  of  cost  for  the  i|nin<|Uennial  repairs  of  the  Imambarah   ... 

— of  the  Imambarah  buildings  met  from  the  ^ths  share  as  a  sp:^cial  case 

Court  Of  Directors Sentiments  of  the  Hon'lile  the — on  the  claim    of    Wasiq 

Ali  Kiian  to  be  restored  to  the  Miitwalliship  of  the  Imambarah 

Curtailment — Of  the  expenditure  of  the  Syedpur  Trust  Estate 

Cutcherry  at  Syedpur — A  notorious  character  named  Muhammad  Ahsin 
brought  into  tlie — liy  Baqir  Ali  Khan  ...  ...  ... 


Damage — Caused  to  tlie  Imambarah  building  by  the  earth(|iiekt  -,f  1897  and  a  grant 
out  of  the  jths  share  to  effect  the  necessary  repairs 


f49I,      493-502, 
1505-14,  515-16. 
r      483,  487-90, 
1  505-14.  517-24. 


477-78 

419 

412 

406-07 

403-05 

398 
683-86,  692 

709,  713 

663,  771,  775 

645-49 

633-42 

527-31 

454,  474 

421-24,  447-49 

415-18 

413 

411 

408-10 

402 
369-70 


199-200 
19-21,  24 

301-08 


615-16 
619-20 

591-99 

662.  664 

541-.56,  577-80 


333  35 
629 

17 


585-90 


Death— 

— of  Rajah  Xl\  Khan,  one  of  the  Joiul-Mutwallis  3f  the  Imambarah 
— of  Syed  Keramat  Ali,  retired  Mutwalli  of  the  Imambarah 


::;| 


42 
485-86 


•        Sdbjkct. 

Pfcgfe. 

Decree— 

— ol.UiiK'd  Ky  Wum.i  Mi  Kliari,  dismissal  Mat 
estate  of  HuJL-e  Muliuiiiiiiuil  Molisin 

Krport  of  MiitWiilli  AUliur  Ali  Kliiiii,  relative 
at,    KiililerpiTc    and    liis    iiiisa|ipropriatioM 
Iiiiaiiil>araii 

walli  of  the  If] 

()  tlie— a«ard<- 
(if    a    piirticiii 

aiiiliarali 

1  attains 
,f    the   i 

anaiiist    the 

theppjp.Tty 
mids  of     tiie 

313-18 
153-58 

Defence — (»f  the  ease  Wasiij  Ali  Khan  yeCi'MS  the  Guveriiiiient 

Disbursement  (S) — Account  of  receipts  and — connected  with  tlii'    linaniliaiah    for 
the  twelve  years  from  1MG9  to  1S81     .f. 

Dismissal — 

Precis  of  ail  correspoiulence  and  records  connected  with  the — of  Wasi(i  Ali 
Khan  from  Mutwalliship  and  minutes  of  the  Hon'ole  Memhers  of  the  Board 
regarding  the  defence,  hy  Governinciit,  of  the  case  Wasiq  Ali  veistm  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  Sudder  Dowauy  Ada\yint.  '         ... 

Misappropriation  of  the  assets  of  the'  l&psed  .'tli  share  by  Aldiar  Ali  Khan  and 
Board's  suggestions  for  his--    ... 

Supply  to  Government  witli  a  copy  of  the  Board's  order  relating  to  Akbar  Ali's 
misappropriation  of  the  accumulated  fund  of  the  lapsed  i^th  share  and  Board's 
recommendations  for  his  removal  from  Mutwallisliip     ... 

— of  Syed  Ahbar  All  Khan  from  Mutwalliship 

Dispute — Origin  of — between  the  Mutwalli  and  the    Members    of  the   Committee    of 
Management 

Distribution— 

— of  the  surplus  income  (viz.    Bs.    9,115)  of   t!ie    Trust    Estate    among    the    nine 

shares  of  the  Endowment  Fund  in  1908 
Quinquennial — of  the  surpUis  income    of   the    Syedpore    Endowment    to    different 

shares 
— of  ti)e  surplus  of  balance  of  Rs.  28,532-7-1  at  the  credit  of  the   Syedpur    Estate 

on  the  3lBt  March  1889 
— of  tlie  surplus  money  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Trust  Estate  in    I'jOl,  equally 

among  the  nine  shares 
—of  the  surplus  income  (viz.  lis.  10,000)    of    the    Trust    Estate,    to    the    diflEerent 

shares  of  the  Molisiu  Endowment  Fund  in  1904 


Earthquake — Damage  caused  to  the  Imambarah  building  by    the — of    1897    and    a 
grant  out  of  the  ^ths  share  to  effect  the  necessary  repairs 

Education — 

Resolution  of  1873  of  the  Government  of  Bengal  affording  increased  educational 
facilities  to  the  Muhammadans  of  Bengal  with  the  help  of  the  secular  portion  of 
the  Mohsin  Endowment  Fund  ... 

Resolution  of  1835  of  the  Government  cf  India  providing  funds  for — and  the 
Imambarah  hospital  out  of  the  income  of  the  Trust  Estate 

Embezzlement — 

— of  the  funds  of  the  Trust  Estate  by  Baqir  Ali  Khan  and  Wasiq  Ali  Khan, 
Mutwallis  of  the  Imambarah,  and  appointment  of  Akbar  Ali  Khan  in  their  place 
as  Ameen 

Misappropriation  of  the  funds  of  the  Imambarah  Endowment  by  Akbar  Ali  Khan 
and  security  asked  for  from  him 

Emoluments — future  disposal  of  the  lapsed    ith    share    or — of    the    2nd    Mutwalli 
whose  post  was  abolished 

Employment — 

— of  Mr.  Sutherland,  pleader,  by  Government  for  conducting  tlie  case  Wasiq  Ali 
Khan  cersus  the  Government  in  the  Sudder  Dewany  Adawlut 

— of  Syed  Ali  Nawal),  son  of  Syed  Ashraf-uddin  Ahmed,  to  act  as  his  Honorary 
Assistant 

Endowment — 

Con  litiim  ff  the  funds  of  the  Syedpur — about  1843 

Pro{08al  fur  the  appointment  of  some  Muhammadan  gentlemen  to  act  as  Trustees 
to '.1  e  Ii  ambarah — 

Establishment— 

Increase  of  expenditure  in  the  Imambarah — on  account  of  Zakerins     ... 

Proposal   for  placing   at  the  disposal  of  the  Mutwalli  the  accumulation  of  the  ^tlis 

share  for  appropriation  in  repairing  the  Imambarah   buildings   and   for   increase 

of  the  .servants  of  the — 
E.Kpenditure  of  a  sum  of  Rs.  750  per  mensem  on  account  of  the  religious — cliarged 

to  the  iths  share 


97 


557-60 


301-08 
189.95 


201-04 
203-08 


645-49 

704 
581-83 

584 
681-82 
694-95> 


585-90 


763-69 
173-76 

59-61,  77-79 
98,  102-03 

107-110 

131-34 

701-03 

337-38 
361-66,  371-75 

329-31 

339-41 
505-16 


SCBJECT. 


Page 


Establishment — onicluiled. 

Coll.Ltoi-  of  .Irssoic  aiitlioiisi'il  to  iJiaw  Mils  on  llic-  ColK-utor  of  Biudwaii  for  the 
amoiiiit  of  lis.  -4, 1)110  to  Ih>  s|>vut  on  t!i..-  Imaniliiu-ali  ami  waj^i-s  of  tlic  rtervaiitw 
of  tin — 


22 


Estate— 

DocTui-  olilaini'il  liy  \Vasi,|  Ali  Ivlian.  diisniisseil  Miitualli  of  tlit-  Iinaniliaiali,  against 

tliu — of  llaji-c  Mulianiinail  Molisiu 
InU-riial  iiiauaji;einfiil  of  the — of  Pei-s<iiimali  Syedpur 
Dismissal   of  the  Huit  pendinj;  in  His  Majesty's  Council  legaidinj;  the  saltt  of  the — 

of  Syedpnr  l>y  the  Collector  of  Jessore  in  Putnee  Talooks  ...  ,.. 

Iiispeeiion   of    Miitwalli    .\Ul>ar  .\li  Kiiaa's  accounts  ami  average  annual  net  protits 

of  the  eniloued — 

Estimate — 

— of   cost   for   tile   thorongh   repaiis   of   the  Imanibarali  bniWings  damaged  by  the 

earthiiuake  of  tlie  ritli -Jnne  1897  ...  -  i.'. 

Revised — of    cost  of  repairs  to   the  Imaiuharah    buildings  in  excess  of  what  was 

sanctioned  in  Uovernment  Order  No.  3398  dated  the  19th  November  1898 
Sanction   to  a  revised — amounting  to  Us.  61,908  for  the  repairs  of  the  Iniambarah 

bnildiiig 
An — of  cost  for  the  i|iiin(|nenniid  repairs  of  the  Imamliarali 

Expenditure — 

Wrougfnl  charge   of  certain   items   of — to  the  ^tiis  and  ;-;ths  shares,  which  shonid 

have  been  charged  to  the  jths  share 
Increase  of — in  the  Iniambarah  establishment  on  account  of  Zakerins 
Unauthorised — incurred   by  Akbar  Ali  Khan  in  contravention  of  the    Board's  order 

of  the  31st  March  1829 
— of  a   sum   of    Rs.    750    per    mensem    on   account  of  the  religious  establishment 

charged  to  the  ^ths  share 
Eitra — sanctioned  for  the  urgent  repairs    of   the  Iniambarah    buildings    from    the 

Jths  share  on  condition  of  repayment  of  tiie  yths  of  it  by  the  Comiuittee 
Curtailment  of  the — of  the  Syedpur  Trust  Estate 
Embezzlement  of  the    funds   of   the   Iniambarah    Endowment    and    profligate — by 

Wasiq  Ali  and  Baqir  Ali,  Mutwallis  of  the  Iniambarah  ... 
Syed  Keramat   All's  refusal  to  allow  the  iths  share  to  be  charged  with  tiie — of  the 

Iniambarah  hospital 
Miscellaneous — unconnected    with  the   |ths  share  to   be  met  from  the  Jths  share 

and  proposal  for  making  payment  on  account   of    the    fths    and    Jth  shares  in 

advance  to  the  Mutvvalli 
— for  the  performance  of  Mohorrum  at  Moorley  Imainbarah 
Annual — of  the    Imainbarah   fixed   at    Rs.    18,800   by   a  scheme   framed   by    the 

Members  of  the  Committee  of  Management  ...  ...  ' 

Explanation — Mutwalli  Akbar  Ali   Khan's — for  the  misapplication  of  the  cash  in 
deposit  of  the  lapsed  Jth  share  ... 


Ferry  at  Hooghly— Proceeds  of  the- 

to  the  Kharij  Towleut  lands 


-belong    to    the    Syedpur   Estate    and    not 


Four-ninths  share- 
Opinion    of   the    Advocate-treneral    regarding  the  competency  of  Government  to 
devote  any  portion  of  the  surplus  fund  of  the — to  the    repairs    of    the    Imain- 
barah buildings        ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Statement    showing   the    receipts,    cliarges    and    balance    of   the — of  the  .Molisin 

Endowment  Fund  for  1881-82 
Wrongful  charge  of  certain   items  of  expenditure    to    the    4ths  and  Jtlis  shares 

which  should  have  been  charged  to  the —  ... 

Fund(s)— 

Proposed    additional    grant    from    the    Kharij    Towleut — for    the  upkeep    of  the 

rites  and  ceremonies  and  for  the  repairs  of  the  Imambarah  buildings 
Condition  of  the — of  the  Syedpur  Endowment  about  1843 
Explanation    asked  for  from  Akbar  Ali  Khan  of  liis  misappropriation  of  a  portion 

of  the — of  tlie  institution  at  Hooghly 
Investment  of  accumulateil — in  Government  securities    ... 
Preparation  of  a  statement   of — for  the  purpose  of  the  formation  of  a  Collegiate 

institution  at  Hooghly 
Government   of    India's    instructions  to  hold  the  interest  of  the  accumulated — of 

the  Syedpur  Enilowment  at  the  disposal  of  the    Committee    of   Public    Instruc- 

truction  ...  ...  ... 

Separation    of    the    religious    portion    of   the — from    the  secular  and  to  draw  the 

same  from  the —  deposited  in  the  Hooghly  Treasury    ... 
Bmbezulement    of   the — of    the    Trust    Estate    by  Baqir  M\  Khan  and  Wasiq  Ali 

Khan    ... 


313-18 
43-52 


112 
185-86 


591-99 
619-20 


631  32 
662.  664 


295-300 
329-31 

137-38 

505-16 

617-18 
629 

77-79 

269-70 

271-73 
25 

633-42 
161-66 


505-16 

577-79 

575 

295-300 


605-10 
337-38 

139,151 
187,  196 

177  78 


199-200 

525-26 

.59-61 


Gift— Of  Syed  Kirumat  AliV  library  to  tlic  linaiiiliarali 


If       459,465-66, 
■"  I  \  472,  475 


Grant — 

—of    Ks.  37,0H1  fioin  the  Jtlis  sliare  foi-  tin 


L.pairs  of  tlie  Ii.miul.aial,  huilJings     i  |  ^^^'^^^^  tl^A^' 
\  631-32 


Proposed   additional — from    the    Kliarij  Towleiit  Fund  for  tlie  upkeep  of  tlie  rites 
and  ceremonies  and  for  the  repairs  of  the  Iniaiuharali  buildings    ... 


Hill,  Mr.  C.  P. — Opinio  1  of — as  to  tiie  legality  of  the  appointment,  by  Government, 
of  Sved  .\li  Xawab  to  lie  .Mniualli  of  tlie  Imamliarah   ... 

Honorary  Assistant — Employment    of    Syed    Ali    Xawab,  son  of  Syed  Asliraf- 
nddiu  ,\hnRMl,  to  act  as  his —    ... 

Hooghly  Imambarah  Defence  Association- 
Memorial    of     Shamsul-ulama    Shaikh    Mahomed   (4ilani,  President.  — ,  protesting 

against  the  appointment  of  Syed  Ali  Xawab  as  Mutwalli  of  the  Imambarah 
Keport    asked    for    by    the    Government    of    India  on  the  memorial  submitted  by 

Shamsul-ulama  Shaikh  Mahmud  Gilani,  President, — 

Hoogllly  Treasury — Separation    of   the    religions  portion    of  the  fund  from  the 
>L-cular  and  to  draw  the  same  from  the  funds  deposited  in  the —   ... 

Hospital— 

.\mount    reqniricl    to    meet  the  cost  for  the  constrnetion  of  an  operation  room  to 

be  placed  at  tlie  disposal  of  the  Board 
Board's    instructions    to    the    Local    Agents,     Hoogldy,  to  meet  the  charges  for 

the — from  the  Iths  share 
Construction  of  an  operation  room  for  the  Imambarah — out  of   the    Jths  share  of 

the  Endowment 
Expenses    on  account    of   the  Imambarah — to  be    charged    to  the    Iths  share  and 

not  to  the  Jths  shares 
Government  of  India's  Resolution    of       183;")    providing    funds    for    the  Imam- 
barah— out  of  the  income  of  the  Trust  Estate 
Syed  Keramat      All's    refusal  to  allow  the      ^ths     shares  to  be  charged  with    the 

expenses  of  the  Imambarah — 

i 

Imambarah — 

Appointment  of  Syed  Keramat  Ali  as  Mutwalli  of   the — 

Detining  Mutwalli's  power  in  the  management  of  the — 

Board's    instructions    to    make    regular    payment    of    money    on  account  of  the 

fths  and  ith    shares    to  tlie    Mutwalli  and  to  allow  him  to  inspect  the  account 

books 
Wrongful  charge  of  certain    items    of  expenditure    to  the    ^ths    and  ftlis  shares 

which  should  have  been  charged  to  the    Jths  share 
Precis  of  all  correspondence  and    records    connected  with  the    removal  of    Wasiq 

Ali    Khan    from     Mutwalliship  and    minutes     of   the  Hon'ble  Members  of  the 

Board    regarding   the    defence,    by    Government,    of   the  case,  Wasiq  Ali  Khan 

versus  the  Government  in  Sudder  Uewany  Adawlut 
Miscellaneous    expenses   unconnected   with   the    Iths    share    to  be  met  from   the 

JtliB    share    and     proposal    for     making   payment     on     account    of    the    fths 

and  ith  shares  in  advance  to  the  Mutwalli  ... 
Syed  Keramat  All's  proposal  for  the  re-erection  of  the  entire — buildings 
Board's  resolution  for   the    better    management  of  the  Syedpur  Estate    and    the — 

under  Regulation  19  of  1810      ... 
Expenses  for  the  performance  of  Mohuruin  at  Moorley — 
Enbezzleraent  of   the    funds  of  the — Endowment    and  profligate    expenditure    by 

Wasiq  All  Khan  and  Baqir  Ali    Khan,  Mutwallis  of  the — 
Appointment  of  one  Maulvi  Meer    Muhammad    on     a    monthly  salary  of  Rs.  100 

for  the    performance  of  certain  duties  in  connection  with  the — 
Opinion  asked  for  from    Captain   W.  X.    Lees,    Maulvi    Abdul    Luteef  and  Munshi 

Ameer  Ali  regarding  the    appointment  of  some    Muhammadan  gentlemen    to  act 

as  Trustees  to  the — 
Keport  of  the   Commissioner  o*  the    Burdwan  Division    relating    to  'the  repairs  of 

the—      ... 
Repairs  to  the— at  a  cost  of  Rs.  10,000  met  from  the  savings  of  the  fths  share    ... 
Advance  from  the — fund  for  repairs  of  the — building 
Explanation  .isked  for  from  Akbar  Ali  Khan  of  his  misappropriation  of   a    portion 

of  the  funds  of  the  institution  at  Hoogldy 
Charge  of  the — property  not  made  over  to   the    Committee  of  Management  by  the 

Local  Agents,  Hoogldy  ...  ...  ...  .  . 
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729-31 

701-03 

715-27 
735-36 

525-26 

628.  630 
275-76 

627,  630 

274 

173-76 

269-70 


249-52 
261-62 


26768 
295-300 

301-08 

271-73 
321-28 

24 
25 

77-79 

347-52 

367 

399-400 
401 

in 
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Imambapah — concluded. 

NoiiiiniUioii  of  five  ,  gcntloiiieii     to    \v  iiRMiiliurs    ni'  tin-  Coniiiiittee  of  Mtinuj^ement 

tor  the — 
Qiialiticutioiis    iitul  autetuJeiits    of  tin-    fuiulMatus  for    tin-    Miitwallisliip    of  tlie — 

in  place  of  Syed  Kerainat  AH 
CImrge  of  the — made  over  to  Syed  AMhraf-udddiii  Ahmed 
Appointment  of  a     Committee     consiftinf;  of  five  niemhers  for  the  mana>;vment  of 


pi)liit>'il  liy  (iovertnneiit 


Chari;v  of  the — made  over  to  the  Committi'e  a[i 

Neghj'enee  on    part    of  the    Local  Agents.     Hooglily,     to    keep      up     a     due  and 

systematic  control  over  the  affairs  of  the — 
Expeniliture  of   ii    sum    of    Rs.    750     per    mensem    on    account   of    the  religious 

establishment    charged    tu    the  itths  share,  and  treatment  of  the   Kharij  Towleut 

lands  as  vested  in  the  religious  manager  of  the — 
Transfer  of  some  Kharij  Towleut   i.roperties   to   the;    Committee  of  Management 

for  the— 
Separation  of  the  religious  portion  of  the  fund  from  the  secular  and    to    draw  the 

same  from  the  funds  deposited  in  the  Hooglily  'I'reiisury 
Account  of  reeeipt-i  and  disbiu-sements  connected  \vit!i  the — for  thi-     twelve    rears 

fi-oni  18G9  to  1881      ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  '     ... 

Opinion  of  the  Advocate-General    regarding   the    competency    of    Government  to 

devote    any    portion    of   the    surplus  fimd  of  the    Jtlis    share  to  the  repairs  of 

the — buildings 
Cost  of  repairs  of  the — buildings  met  from  the  ^ths  share  as  a  special  case 
Damage  caused  to  tlie — building  by  the   earthiiaake  of  1897  and    a    grant    out    of 

the  4llis  share  to  effect  the  necesxary  repairs 
Estimate  of  cost  for  the  thorough  repairs  of  the — Imildings  damageil  bv  tiie    earth- 

([uake  of  12th  June  1897       '     ... 

Grant  of  lis.  37,081  from  t!ie  'ths  sliare  for  the  n-p.-iirs  of  the — b\iildiiigs 

Proposed  additional  grant  from  the  Kliarij  Towleut  fund    for    the  up-keep    of    the 

rites  and  ceremonies  and  for  the  repairs  of  the — buildings 
E.^cpenses  for  the  repairs  of  the — -Ijuildings  and  for  the  management  of  the — alTairs 

to  be  met  from  the  f.ths  siiar.e  in  future 
Recoveries  to  be  made  from  the  Managing  Committee  of  the — of  the  sum  advanced 

to  it  to  meet  the  cost  of  repairs  to  the — buildings 
E.xtra  expenditure  sanctioned  for  the  urgent  repairs  of    the — buildings    from    the 

gths  share  on  condition  of  repayment  of  the  ^ths  of  it  by  the  Committee 
Revised  estimate  of  cost  of  repairs  to  the — buildings 
The  amount  requireil  for  the  repair!y)f  the — placed  at  the  disposal    of    the    Public 

Works  Department 
Sale  of  a  portion  of  the  Government  Securities  of  the  Mohsin    Fund    to    carry    out 

repairs  to  the — buildings 
Sanction  to  a  revised  estimate  amounting  to  Ks.  Gl, 908  for    the    repairs    of   the — 

.buildings 
Annual  e^ipenses  of  the — fixed  at  Rs.  18,800  by  a  scheme  framed    by    Mendiers    of 

the  Committee  of  Management 
Instructions  for  an  annual  inspection  of  the — buildings  by  a  competent  Engineer 
Origin    of   dispute    between    the    Mutwalli    and  the  Members  of  the  Committee  of 

Management  ...  ... 

Provision  for  the  expenses  of  the  repairs  and  maintenance  of  the — buildings    to  be 

made  in  tiie  scheme  framed  by  the  Cominiotee  of  Management 
An  estimate  of  cost  for  the  quin()uennial  repairs  of  the — 
Lieutenant-Governor's  views  regarding  the  repairs  of  the — buildings 
Opinion  of  the  Conuuissioner  of  the  IJurdwau  Division    about    the    rules    of    1897 

framed  by  the  Committee  for  the  Mauagenxent  of  the — atfairs 
Quadrenidal  repairs  to  the —  ...  ...  ...  ...  •.., 

Revised  rules  framed  in  1902  by  the  Conmiittee  for  the  Management  of  the — 

Relation  between  the  jriitwalliand  the  Trustees  of  the — 

\'iews  of  the  Hoo'lile  Mr.  I!.  \V.  Carlyle,  Chief   Secretary    to   the    Government   of 

Bengal,  regarding  the  appointment  of  Syed  Ali  Nawah,  as  Mutwalli  of  the —    ... 
Ohjection  raised  by  the  Committee  of  Management  of   the — to    the    selection    of 

Syed  Ali  Nawab  ,-s  Mutwalli  in  place  of  his  father 
Charge  of  the — made  over  to  Syed  Ali  Nawab 
Joint-Mutwallis   threatened  with    a   <iaily    line    on    thi-ir    failure    to    furnish    the 

accounts  of  the  Trust  Estate  to  tlie  Collector  of  Jessore 
Collector  of  Jessore  authorised  to  draw  bills  on  the  Collector  of  Burdwan  for    the 

amount    of    Rs.  4,l100  to  be  spiMil  on  tiie — and  for  the  wages  of  the  servants  of 

the  establishment    ... 


gainst    the  appointfuent  of 


Imambapah  Defence  Association- 
Memorial    of  the    Presidi-nt,     Hoogldy — ,  protestin 

Syeil  Ali  Xawal>  as  Mutwalli  of  tl'.'"lm<unliarah 
Report    asked    for    liy    the    Government    of    India  on  the  memorial  subnatted  by 

the  President  of  the  Hooghly — 
Remarks  of  Syed  Ali  Xawab  and    his    father,    Syed    Ashrafuddin    Ahmed,  on  the 

memorial  of  the  President  of  the  llooghly — protesting  against  the  appointment 

of  Sved  Ali  Nawab  as  Mutwalli  of  the  Imambarah 
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515-27 
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Imambapah  Defence  Association— concluded. 

Kcquust  of  the  ritsidLiit,— ,  to  W-  IJiriiislicd  witli  a  copy  of  any  legal  point  tliat 
may  be  raised  by  Syed  Asluafuddiu  Ahiued  iu  rejjard  to  tbe  appointment  of  liis 
son  as  Miitwalli      .-■  •••  •••  -••  •••  "* 

Resolution  of  the — urging  the  early  decision  of  Government  on  tbe  subject  ot 
the  appointment  of  a  Miitwalli  in  place  of  Syed  Aslirafuddin  Alimed 

Imambarah   Fund— Statement  of  the  present  condition  of  tlie —    ... 

Imambarah  at   Vloopley — Syed  Keramat  Ali's  petition  soliciting  permission    to 
expend  Us.  )S.u47-3-3S^  for  re-erecting  the — from  the  savings  of  the  Jtlis  share 

Jmambarah  Endowment — Misappropriation  of  the  fnndb  of  the — by  Akbar  Ali 

Kijat)  and  siciirity  aslced  for  from  him 

Income — 

Future  disposal  of  the  lapsed  Ath  share  of  the.net  proceeds  of  the  Estate 
Average  annual  net  profit  of  the  Endowed  Estates  ...  ...  «... 

Inspection- 
Board's  instructions  to  the  Local    Agents,    Hooghly,    to    confine   their    duties   in 

connection  with  the  Imambarah  to  the — of  the  accounts  of  the  fths  share 
— of  Mutwalli,  Akbar  Ali  Khan's  accounts 
Instructions    for    an    annual — of    tb.-     Imambarah    br.ildings    by     n     competent 

Engineer 

Investment — 

— of  the  cash  in  deposit  in  Government  Promissory  Notes  ...  ...  ...  i 

Sale  of  a  portion  of  the  Government  securities  of  the  Mobsiu  Fund  to    carry    out  ! 
repairs  to  the  Imambarah  Imildings 


joint-Mutwallis — 

— threateutd  with  a  daily  fine  on  their  failure  to  furnish  the  accounts  of  t)ie  Trust 

Estate  to  tbe  Collector  of  Jessore 
Conduct  of  the — in  disobeying  the  orders  of  tbe  Collector  of  Jessore... 
Surrender  of  tbe  Trust  Estate  again  to  the — on  condition  of  good  management    ... 
Misiiianagemeut    of  the  Imambarah  affairs  by  the  original — 

Judgment — Of  the  Sudder  Dewauy  Adawlut  in  the  case  Wasii]  Ali  Khan,    dismissed 
Mutwalli  of  the  Imambarah,  versus  the  Government 


Keramat  Ali,  Syed— 

Appointment    of — as  ilutwalli  of  the  Imambarah 

Board's  iir<ipos;d  for  tbe  removal  of — from  Mutwalliship  ... 

Charges  brought  against — ,  Mutwalli  of  the  Imambarah,  by  one  Shaikh  Sakhawat  Ali 

and  others 
Grant  of  a  pension  of  Rs.  3,775  per  annum  to — 

Grant  of  an  additional  pension  to — for  bis  Political  services 

Death  of — .  retired  Mutwalli  of  the  Imambarah 

Khapij  Towleut  Estate(s)— 

Transfer  of  some — to  the  Contmittee  of  Management  for  the  Imambarah 

Proposed  additional  grant  from  the  Kharij   Towleut  fund  for   the   upkeep   of   the 
rites  and  ceremonies  and  for  the  repairs  of  the  Imambarah  buildings 

Au  elaborate  account  of  the — 

Treatment  of  the — as  vested  in  the  religious  manager  of  the  Imambarah 
Kiddeppore — Report  of  Mutwalli  Akbar  Ali   Khan    relative    to    the    decree   awarded 
a.:iaiust  tbe  property  at — 
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605-10 

253-54.  263-65, 

491.  493-502, 

.00.5-14.  515-16, 

.005-16 

153-58 


Lapsed  one-ninth  shape — 

Explanation  called  for  from  Mr.  Belli,  Local  Agent,   Hooghly.  for    bis    connivance 
at  tbe  niisa])propriation  by  Akbar  Ali  Khan  of  the  accumulated  fund  of  the —    ... 
Future  disposal  of  the — of  the  net-proceeds  of  the  estate  ... 


212 

107-110 


SuBiErr. 


Lapsed  one-ninth  shap^ — concluded. 

Misiipplioiilioii  of  tin — as8i}j;iicd  to  the  secoiul  Miitwalli  l>y  Akbar  Ali  Khan  for 
the  purposes  of  'lll^'  uml  .'tl"<  nliiiri's 

Mutwalli  Akbar  Ali  Khan's  expianiition  for  tho  miHapplication  of  the  cash  in 
ilcportit  of  the — 

Misappropriation  of  tho  assets  of  the — by  Akbar  Ali  Khan 

Misappropriation  of  tlie  accuniiihite'l  fiuuls  of  the —  owing  to  the  nej^lifjence  on 
the  part  of  the  Loeal  Agents,  Iloosrhly 

Snpply  to  (lovernment  of  a  copy  of  the  Board's  order  relating  to  Akbar  Ali  Khan's 
Miisappropriatioo  of  the  acciiinulated  funds  of  the — and  Board's  recommenda- 
tions for  his  removal  from  Miitwailiship 

U«wyOP(a) — Statement  of  facts  prepared  l>y  Syed  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed  on  which  the 
opinion  of  his — regarding  the  appointment  of  his  son  as  Miitwalli  of  the 
Imambarah  is  based 

Legal  opinion— 

— of  Messrs.    C.  P.    Hill    and    A.    Uasool    as  to  the  legality  of  the  appointment  by 

Government  of  Syed  Ali  Nawab  to  be  Mutwalli  of  the  Imambarah   ... 
— of  Mr.  B.  Chakraverty,  Dr.  Hash  Bihari  Ghose  and  Maulvi  Serajul  Islam  relating 

to  the  authority  of  Government  to  appoint  a  Mutwalli  of  the  Imambarah 
Instructions  given  to  Syed  Ashrafuddin    Ahmed    to    submit    any  representation  he 

wishes  to  make  against    the — decl.aring  the    apjiointment    of    Syed    Ali    Nawab, 

as  Mutwalli  of  the  Imambarah  invalid 
Supply    to    Syed    Ashrafuddin    Ahmed  of  a  copy  of  the — obtained  by  Government 

regarding  the  appointment  of  Syed  Ali  Nawab   as    Mutwalli    of   the   Imambarah 

and  the  statement  of  facts  on  which  the  (jpinion  is  based 
Opinion  of  several  lawyers  declaring  the  appointment  of  Syed  Ali  Nawab  valid 
Statement    of   facts    prepared    by    Syed  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed  on  which  the  opinion 

of  his  lawj-ers  regarding  the  appointment  of  his  son   Syed  Ali  Nawab,  as  Mutwalli 

of  the  Imambarah  is  based 

Legal  point — liequest  of  the  President,  Imambarah  Defence  Association,  to  be 
furnished  with  a  copy  of  any — that  may  be  raised  by  Syed  Ashrafuddin  Ahmed 
in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  his  sou,  Syed  Ali  Nawab,  as  Mutwalli 

Library — 

Gift  of  Syed  Keramat  All's — to  the  Imambarah 

Report  on  the  local  feeling  regarding  the  removal  of  the  old — to  the  Hooghly 
College 

List  of  pensioners — Preparation  of  a — 


IM 

iManagement— 

Board's  resolution  for  the  better — of  the   Syedpur    Estate    and    the    institution  at 

Hooghly  under  Regulation  19  of  1810 
Internal — of  the  Trust  Estate  of  Syedpur 
Report  on  the — ,  by  the   Committee    appointed  under  Act    XX    of    1863    of    that 

portion  of  the  Trust  Estate  which  is  appropriated  to  religious  purposes 
Expenses  for  the — of  the  Imambarah  to  be  met  from  the  'ths  share  in  future 

Member(s)— 

Nomination  of  a  gentleman  of  the  Shia   sect   to    be   the   3rd — of   the   Committee 

appointed  under  Act  XX  of  1863 
Question  of  appointment  of  a  successor  to   Mirza   Kasim    Ali,   deceased,  late — of 

the  Committee  of  Management 
Suggestions  for  the  election  of  a   Committee    of   five — to  act    as  Trustees    to    the 

Iniambara'n  Endowment 
Addresses  of  five  persons    nominated    by    the  Commissioner,    Burdwan    Division, 

to  act  as — of  the  Syedpur  Trust  Committee 
Appointment    of   a     Committee    of    Management    consisting   of    three — for    the 

Syedpur  Trust 
Proposal  for  the  appointment  of  Maulvi  Mirza  Wahid  Ali  as  a — of  the    Conmiittee 

rice  Mirza  Kasim  Ali,  deceased 
Delay  in  appointing —  under  Xvi  XX  of  1863  to    serve    on    the    Committee    with 

full  powers  of  the  Board  and  the  Local  Agents 
Nomination  of  five  gentlemen  to  be— of    the    Committee    of    Management  for  the 

Imambarah 

Memorial — 

Petition  of  Wasiq  Ali  Khan  to  the  Government  of  India  praying  for  reinstate- 
ment to  the  Mutwalliship  of  the  Imand>arah 

Mr.  A.  Ahmed's — to  this  Government  praying  for  the  appointment  of  his  nephew, 
Sved  AH  Nawab  as  Mutwalli  of  the  Hooghlv  Imambarah 
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Memorial — concluded. 

— of  tlie  President,  Uooglilv  Iniiinibarali  Defeuce  Association  prolcstifig  against 
tlie  appointment  of  Syeii  All  Nawab  as  Mutwalli  of  tlie  Inianibarah 

Report  askeii  for  by  the  Government  of  India  on  the — submitted  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Lloogbly  Imambarali  Defence  Association   ... 

Remarks  of  Syed  Ali  Nawali  and  liis  father,  Syed  Aslirafuddin  Ahmed,  on  the — 
of  tiie  President  of  the  Hooglily  ln\anibarali  Defence  Association  protesting 
against  the  appointment  of  Syed  Ali  Nawab  as  Mntwalli  of  the  Iniambarah 

Government  of  India  informed  tliat  they  will  be  addressed  on  the  suuject  of  the 
appointment  of  Syed  Ali  Nawab  on  receipt  of  opinion  of  tlie  most  eminent 
Counsel  of  Calcutta 

Minute(s)— 

— of  the  3rd  member  of  the  Board  of  Revenue,  containing  certain  rules  for  the 
administration  of  the  Trust  Fund  for  the  guidance  of  the  Mutwalli  of  the 
Imambarab 

— of  the  3rd  Member  of  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  recommending  Syed 
Zainuddin  Hossain  to  be  Mutwalli  of  the  Imambarah     ... 

— of  the  Boards'  members  regarding  tiie  defence  by  Government  of  the  case 
Wasiq  Ali  Khan  versus  tiie  Government  in  the  Sudder  Dewany  Adawlut 

— of  the  senior  and  the  2ud  members  of  the  Sudder  Board  of  Revenue  con- 
taining their  v. ews  in  regard  to  the  re-iustatement  of  Wasiq  Ali  Khan  to  the 
office  of  Mutwalli 

MJPza  Agha  ZakiP  Ali — Opinion  of — ,  Secretary,  Shia  Association,  Tallygunj,  that 
the  Committee  of  Management  of  the  Imamba'-ah  Las  the  sole  power  under 
Act  XX  of  1863  to  appoint  a  Mutwalli 

Misapppopplation — 

Explanation  called  for  from  Mr.  Bellie,  Local  Agent,  Hooghly,  for  his  contiivance 
at  the — by  Akbar  Ali  Khan  of  the  accumulated  fund  of  the  lapsed  5th  share     ... 

— of  the  funds  of  the  Imambarah  Endowment  by  Akbar  Ali  Khan  and  security 
asked  for  from  him 

Misapplication  of  the  lapsed  Jth  share  assigned  to  the  2nd  Mutwalli  by  Akbar 
Ali  Khan,  for  the  purposes  of  fths  and  jths  shares 

— of  the  assets  of  the  lapsed  -Jth  share  by  Akbar  Ali   Khan 

Supply  to  Government  of  a  copy  of  the  Board's  orders  relating  to  Akbar  Ali 
Khan's — of  the  accumulated  funds  of  the  lapsed  j'th  share  and  Board's  recom- 
mendations for  his  removal  from  Mutwallisliip 

Moghul  Shia  Community  of  Calcutta — Petition  of  the — regarding  the 
appointment  of  a  successor  to  Syed  Keramat  Ali 

MoharPUm— Charges  for  the  performance  of — at  Moorley    Imambarali 

Mohsin  Endowment  Fund — 

Accounts  of  the—,  1879 

Statement  showing  the  receipts,  charges  and  balance  of  the  |ths  share  of   the — for 

1881-82 
Budget  estimate  of  the— for  190].02 

Working  balance  of  the — raised  from  Ks.  4.000  to  Rs.  10,000 
Sale  of  a  portion  of  the  Government  securities  of  the — to  carry  out  repairs  to    the 

Imambarah  buildiiigs 

Moopley  imambapah — 

Ciiarges  for  the  performance  of  Moharrum  at — 

Syed  Keramat  All's  petition  soliciting  permission  to  expend  Rs.  8,047-3-34  for  re- 
erecting  the — from  the  savings  of  the  Iths  share 

Muhammad  Ahsin — A  notorious  character  named — brought  into  the  Mutwalli's 
cutcbery  it  Syedpur  by  Baqir  Ali  Khan 

Muhammadan  Education — Resolution  of  1873  of  the  Government  of  Bengal 
atiording  increased  educational  facilities  to  thi-  Muhammadans  of  Bengal  with 
the  help  of  the  secular  portion  of  the  Mohtin  Endowment  Fund 

Muhammad  Hossain — Suits  instituted  against  Government  by  Wasiq  Ali  Khan 
ej;-Mi.twalli  of  the  Imambarah  and  by  one— in  the  Provincial  and  Zilla  Courts 
respectively 

Mutwalli — 

Defining — 's  power  in  the  management  of  the  Imambarah 

Proposal  for  the  appointment  of  any  honest,  respectable    and  experienced    Shia   to 

the  office  of — of  the  Imambarah  and  retention  of  the  services  of  Syed  Zainuddin 

Hossain  until  a  Mutwalli  is  permanently  appointed 
Minute  of  the  3rd  Member  of  the  Sudder  Board  'of    Revenue  recommending  Syed 

Zainuddin  Hossain  to  be  — of  the  Imambarah 
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at    Ki<lderpore,    and    his    iiiisappropriatiou    of   a    portion    of   the    funds  of  the 

IinauibaraU 
— on  the  local   feeling    regarding  tlie  removal   of  the  old  library    to    the    Hooghly 

C/'ollege 
— regarding  the    transfer    of   tlie    charge    of   tlie    Imanibarah    to    the  Couiniittee 

appointed  by  Government 

— on  the  management,  by  the  Committee  appointed  under  Act  XX  of  18G3,  of 
t^.at  portion  of  the  Trust  Estate  which  is  appropriated  to  religious  purposes 

— on  the  repairs  of  tlie  Imambarah  and  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
Imanibarah  fund 

— of  the  Superintending  Engineer  on  the  condition  of  tin;  Imanibarah  with  regard 
to  necessary  repairs 

Account  of  receipts  and  disbursements  connected  with  the  Imambarah  for  the 
twelve  years  from  1869  to  1881 

— asked  for  by  the  Government  of  India  on  the  memorial  submitted  by  the  Presi- 
dent of    the  Hooghly  Imambarah  Defence  Association  ... 

Government  of  India  informed  that  a — will  be  submitted  to  them  regarding  the 
appointment  of  Syed  Ali  Nawab  on  receipt  of  opinion  of  the  most  eminent 
counsel  of  Calcutta 

Government  of  India's  instructions  to  furnish  the  Committee  with  the  periodical 
— of  the  proceeds  of  the  zamindaree 

Resolution- 
Board's — for  the  better  management  of  the  isyedpur    Estate    and    the    institution 

at  Hooghly  under  Regidation  19    of  1810 
Board's — for  the  attachment  of  the  Syedpur  Estate    for  arrears   of    revenue  due  to 

Government 
— of  1873  of  the  Government  of  Bengal  affording  increased  educational    facilities 
to    the  Muhammadans    of   Bengal   with    the    help  of  the  secular  portion  of  the 
Mohsin  Endowment  Fund 
Government  of  India's — of  1835  providing  funds   for    education    and    the    Imam- 
barah hospital  out  of  the  income  of  the  Trust    Estate    ... 
— of   the    Anjuman-i-Sliiatus    Safa,    Delhi,    protesting    against    the    appointment 

of  Syed  Ali  Xawab  as  Mutwalli 
— of  the  Imambarah  Defence  Association   urging   the   early    decision  of   Govern- 
ment  on    the   subject   of  tiie    appointment    of   a    Mutwalli    in    place  of    Syed 
Ashrafuddin  Ahmed 

Retirement — Contemplated — of   the  Hon'ble    Mr.    Justice    Ameer    Ali    from    the 
Presidentship  of  the  Committee  of  Management  of  the  Imambarah 


RestOPatlon — of  the    Trust 
of  good  management 


Estate    again    to   the    Joint  -Mutwallis  on  condition 


Revised  estimate — Sancton  to  a — amountiuc  to  Pis.  61,908  for  the  repairs  of  the 

Imambarah  buildings 

Rites  and  ceremonies — Proposed   additional  grant   from    the    Kharij    Towleut 
fund  for  the  iipkeep  of  the — and  for  tne  repairs  of  the  Imambarah  buildings  ... 

Rules — 

— for  the  administration  of  the  Trust  Fund  framed  by  the  Board  of  Revenue  for 
tne  guidance  of  the  Mutwalli  of  the    Imambarah 

Opinion  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Burdwan  Division  about  the — of  1897  framed 
by  the  Committee  for  the    Management  of  the  Imambarah  affairs  ... 

Revised — framed  in  1902  by  the  Committee  for  the  Management  of  the  Imam- 
barah   ... 


Scheme — 

Provision  for  the  exfienses  of  the  repairs  and  maintenance  of  the  Imambarah 
buildings  to  be  made  in  tlie — framed  by  the  Committee  of  Management 

Annual  expenses  of  the  Imambarah  tixed  at  Rs.  18,8uO  by  a — framed  by  the 
Members  of  the  Committee  of  Management 

Security — 

Investment  of  the  cash  in  deposit  in  Government  Promissory  Notes 
Sale  of  a  portion  of  the  Government — of  the  Mohsin  Fund  to  carry  out  repairs  to 
the  Imambarah  buildings 

Sentiment(s) — Of  the    Hon'ble  the  Court    of  Directors    on    the    claim    of    Wasiq 
Ali  Khan  to  be  restored  to  the  Mutwalliship  of  the  Imambarah 


153-58 

476 
483,        4H7-90, 
505-14,  517- 
24. 


I 

f    491,   493-502 
\  505-14,  515-16 


6. 
541-50 
553-54 
557-60 
735-36 

738 

199-200 

24 

26,  29-31 

763-69 
173-76 

787-90 


650,  653-61 

13-16 

631-32 

605-10 

99-101 

667-74 

683-86,  692 


642,  651-52, 
662 

633-42 


187,  196 
621,  623-25 

333-35 


SUBJKOT. 


Serajul  Islanii  Maulvl — Legal  •piuion  of — rulatinj^  to  the  luitliority  of  Govcrn- 
lai'iit  to   npi'iiint     "  Miitwiilli  of  the    Iiiiainhariili 

Shia  Association,  TallyganJ— Opinion  of  Mr.  AkIhi  Zai^ir  Ali,  Sccretiiry. — , 
tliat  tin'  Conmiittee  of  Management  lia«  the  t^ole  power  uniier  Act  XX,  of 
1863  to  appoint  a    Mutwalli 

Statement- 
Preparation  of  a — of     funds  for     the  purpose    of   formation  of  a    Collegiate  Insti- 
tution at  Ilooghly 
Report  on  the  repairs  of  the  Imanil>arah  and  a— of  tlie  condition  of  tlie  Imamliarah 
fiiud 

showing    the    receipts,    cliarges    and  halance  of  the  -Jtlis    share  of    the  Mohsin 

Endowment  Fund  for  1881-82 
Supply  to  Syed  Aslirafuddin  Ahmed  of  a  copy  of  the  legal  opinion  obtained  by 
Government  regarding  the  appointment  of  Syed  Ali  Nawab  as  Mutwalli  of 
the  Imanibarah  and  the — of  facts  on  wbicli  tlie  opinion  is  based  ... 
— of  facts  prepared  by  Syed  Aslirafuddin  Ahmed,  on  which  tlie  opinion  of  his 
lawyers  regarding  the  appointment  of  his  son,  Syed  Ali  Nawab,  as  Mutwalli  of 
the  Imambarali  is  based 

Suddep  Dewany  Adawlut— 

Appeal  preferred  by  Wasiq  Ali  Khan,  dismissed  Mutwalli  of  the  Imambaraii  to 
tl,(. — against  Government  for  the  recovery  of  his  situation  of  Mutwalli 

Views  of  the  Government  of  India  in  regard  to  the  reinstatement  to  the  office 
of  Mutwalli,  of  Wasiq  Ali  Khan  who  preferred  an  appeal  to  the— 

Judgment  of  the — of  the  case,  \Vasi(|  Ali  Khan,  dismissed  Mutwalli  of  the 
Imanibarah,     Appellant  versus  the  Government,  Respondent 

An  appeal  preferred  by  Akbar  Ali  Khan  to  the — against  the  decision  of  the 
Provincial  Court  in  favour  of  Torab  Ali  in  the  case,  Torab  Ali  versus  the  Col- 
lector of  Jessore 

Sult(s)— 

Petition  of  plaint  presented  to  the  Judge  of  Hooghly  by  Wasiq  Ali  Khan,  dis- 
missed Mutwalli  of  the  Imambarah,  claiming  Rs.  7,800-6-9  from  the  Imanibarah 

Fund 
Institution    of   a — by   Torab    Ali    Khan,  younger  son  of  Shakir  Ali  Khan,  in  the 

Supreme    Court  for  the  recovery  of  the  money  alleged  to  have  been  lent  by  him 

to  Akbar  Ali  Khan 
Institution    of   a — against    Government    by    Wasiq  Ali  Khan,  dismissed  Mutwalli 

of  the  Imambarah,  in  the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  at  Calcutta     ... 
— instituted  against  Government  by   Wasiq  Ali  Khan,  dismissed    Mutwalli    of  the 

Imambarah,  and  by  one  Muhammad  Hossain  in  the  Provincial    and  Zilla    Courts 

respectively  ...  •••  ••• 

Defence  of  the  case  Wasiq  Ali  Kl.an  versus  the  Government 

Dismissal    of   the — pending   in    His    Majesty's    Council  regarding  the  sale  of  the 

Estate  of  Syedpur  by  the  Collector  of  Jessore  in  putnee  talooks 
Mr.  Sutherland's   report   on    three    cases    concerning   the    Syedpur   Trust    Estate 

after   they    have  been   finally  decided  by  the  Sudder  Dewany  Adawlut 

Sunad — Grant  of  a  fresh — to  Syed  Akbar  Ali  Khan  vesting  him  with  the  exclusive 
control  in  the  management  of  the  Imambarah 

Superintending  Engineer — Report  of  the — on  tlie  condition  of  the  Imambarah 
with  regard  to  necessary  repairs 

Suppeme  Court — Institution  of  a  suit  by  Torab  Ali  Khan,  younger  son  of 
Shakir  A'i  Khan,  against  Akbar  Ali  Khan  in  the — for  the  recovery  of  the 
money  alleged  to  have  been  lent  by  liim  to  Akbar  Ali  Khan 

Surplus  balance- 
Distribution   of  the — of   Rs.   28,532-7-1  at  the  credit  of  the  Syedpur   Estate   on 

tlie  31st  March  1889 
Distribution    of  the— (viz.,  Rs   9,115)  of  the  Trust  Estate,  among  the  nine  shares 

of  the  Mohsiii  Endowment  Fund  in  1908 
Distribution    of   tlie— (viz.,    Rs.  10.000)  of  the  Trust  Estate  to  different  shares  of 

the  Mohsin  Endowment  Fund  in  1904 
Quinquennial    distribution    of   the — of    the    Syedpur    Endowment    to    different 

shares 
Distribution    of   the — standing   to  the  credit  of  the  Trust  Estate  in  1901  equally 

among  the  nine  shares 

Surplus  proceeds — Regular  remittance  of  the — of  the  Syedpur  Estate  by  the 
Collector  of  Jessore  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  Imambaraii  ...    I 

Sutherland,  iMr. — 

Employment  of — ,  Pleader,  by  Government  for  conducting  the  case  Wasiq  Ali 
Khan  vtrstis  the  Government  in  the  Sudder  Dewany  Adawlut 
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Subject. 


Pasco. 


Sutherland,  Mr. — 

— 's  Kiiort    on  tlio  tliroe   cuses  concerning   tlie    Svudpiir    Trust  Estate  after    tliey 
liave  Lieeu  tiuallv    iiecideJ  bv  the  budder  Dewanv  Adaulut 


Syedpur  Trust  Estate— 

L'omlit'oti  of  the  t'liiuls  of  the — ahoiit  1843 

List    of    Miiliamniadaii  g.'iitlcnien    of  the  Shia  S;ct  to  bj  appointed  as  Trust.'es  to 

Observation    of   tl-e  Lej;al  Konienibrancer,  Bengal,  on  tlie  quest'on  of  tlie  manage- 
ment of  tlie — nnder  Act  XX  of  18G3 
Emiiiiry    about    the  addresses  of  Hajee  Syed  Hossain  Shustaree  and  Hakim   KaniMi 
All  w  lio    were    asked  by  the    Board  to  act  as  Trustees  to  the — under  Act  XX  of 
1863 
Suggestions    for   tlie   electlo.i    of  a  Couiinitteo  of  live  members  to  act  as  Trustees 

to  the — 

Governineiit  of  India's  instructions    to  hold  tlie  interest  of  the  accumulated  funds 

of  the — at   the  disposal   of  the  Committee  of  Public  Instruction    and  to  furnisli 

the  Committee  with  the  periodical  reports  of  the  proceeds  of  tlie  zamindaree     ... 

Quinquennial  distribution  of  the  surplus  income  of  the — to  different  shares 

Board's    resolution    for   the    b-tter    management    of   the — and    the  institution  at 

Hooghly  under  Kegulation  19  of  ISIO 
Board's    resolution    for    the  attachment  of   the — for    arrears    of   revenue    due    to 

Government 
Internal  management  of  tlie — 
Joint    Mutwallis    threatened    with    a  daily    line    oa    their    failure    to  furnish  the 

accounts  of  tlie — to  the  Collector  of  Jessore 
An    abstract   of  Jumma,  Wasil,  and  Bankee  Accounts  of  the  Mulguzaree  estate  of 

Syedpur 
Regular   remitt:mce  of  the  surplus  proceeds  of  the — by  the  Collector  of  Jessore  to 

meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  Imambarah 
Future  disposal  of  the  lapsed  Jth  share  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the — 
Dismissal  of  the  suit  pending  in  His  Majesty's  Council  regarding  the  sale  of  the — 

by  the  Collector  of  Jessore  in  Putnee  Talooks 
Expenditure    of   a   sum    of  Rs.  750  per  mensem  on  account  of  the  religious  estab- 
lishment charged  to  the  Jtiis  share  :  treatment  of  Kbarij  Tuwleut  lands  as  vested 
in    the    religious    manager    of   the    Imambarah  and  the  proceeds  of  the  ferry  as 
belonging  to  the — and  net  to  the  Kharij  Towleut  lands 
Distribution    of  the  surplus  balance  of  Rs.  28,532-7-1  at  the  credit  of  the — on  the 

3l8t  March  188y    ... 
Orders    of    the    Government   of    Bengal    regarding   the    disposal    of    the — under 

the  provisions  of  Act  XX  of  18G3 
Addresses   of    five    persons   nominated  by  tlie  Commissioner,  Burdwan  Division,  to 

act  as  Members  of  the  Syedpur  Trust  Committee 
Appointment    of    a    Committee    of  Management    consisting  of  three    members  for 

the— 
Division  of  the — in  Putnee  Talooks 
Curtailment  of  the  expenditure  of  the — 

Report  on  the  iranagement   by    the    Committee    appointed    nnder  Act  XX  of  1863 
ot   that  portion    of  the — which  is  appronriated  to  religious  purposes.     (Informa 
tion  regarding  ti.e  Kharij  Towleut  estates) 
Proposal    for   the    transfer    of   the    religious    portion    of  the — to  a  Committee    of 

Management  to  be  formed  under  Act  XX  of  1HG3 
Surrender  of  the — again  to  the  Joint  Mutwallis  on  coudition  of  good  management 
Delay  in  making  over  the — attached  to  the  Hooghly  Imambarah  to  a  Committee  of 

Management  appointed  under  Act  XX  of  1863 
Government    of  India's  Resolution  of  1835  providing  funds  for  education  and  the 

Imambarah  hospital  out  of  the  income  of  the — 
Distribution    of   tlie   surplus     income   (viz..    Rs.    10,000)    of  the — to  the  different 

shares  of  the  Molisin  Endowment  Fund  in  1904 
Distribution  of  the  surplus  income  (viz..  Rs.  9,115)  of  the — among  the  nine  shares 

of  the  Mohsin  Endowment  Fund  in  1908  ... 
Distribution    of    the  surplus  money  standing  to  the  credit  of  the — in  1901  equally 
among  the  nine  shares 


"} 


Three-ninths  share- 
Wrongful  charge  of  certain  items  of  expenditure  to  the  ^ths  and  |ths  shares  which 

should  have  been  ciiarged  to  the  ^tlis  share 
Board's  instructions  to  make  regular  payment  of  money  on    account    of  the    ftlis 

and  Jth  sliares  to  the  Mutwalli  and  to  allow  liim  to  inspect  the  account  books... 
Syed  Keramat  Ali's  refusal  to  allow  the — to  be  charged  with  the    expenses   of   the 

Imambarah  hospitsU 
Miscellaneous  expenses  unconnected  with  the — to  be    met  from  the  gths  share  and 

proposal  for  making  pavment  on  account  of  the  -  and  Jth  sliare    in    advance  to 

the  Mutwalli 
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392-93 
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199-200 
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26,29-31 
43-52 

21 

28 
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584 

387-91 

406-407 

408-10 

87-90 
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369-70 
13-16 

402 
173-76 
694-95 

704 
681-82 


295-300 
267-68 
269-70 

271-73 


INDKX. 


Subject. 


TT 


Three-ninths  shapa — concluded. 

L'l'jposal  for  pia.-mj;  at  tlic  (lis]iosiiI  of  the    Jliitwalli  the    ncciiiniilatioug   of   the — 

tor  approjinatioii  in  repairing  the  Imamharah  huildings  and  for  increase    of  tlie 

s^Tvauts  lit  the  estalilislinient  ... 
iSeparat.ou  of  the  religious  portion  of  the  fiiinls  from  the  secular  and    to   draw  the 

same  from  the  funds  deposited  in  tlie  Hooglily  IVeasiiry 
Expenses  for  the  repairs  of   the  Imanitiaiali  luiildings   and    for   tlie    nianagoinent 

of  the  Iraambarali  to  be  met  from  the — in  future 


TPiistee(s) — 

Proposal  for  the  appointment  of  some  Muhommadan  gentlemen    to  act  as — to  the 

Imamharah  Endowment 
Opinion  asked   for    from   Captain    \V.  N.  Lees,  Moulvi    Abdul  Lateef  and  Munshi 

Ameer  Ali  regarding   tlje    appointment   of   some    Miihammadan    gentlemen    to 

act  as — to  the  Imamharah 
List  of   Muhammadan    gentlemen    of   the    Shia  sect  to  be    appointed   as — to  the 

Syedpur  Endowment 
Enquiry  about  the  addresses  of  Hajee  Syed  fiossain  Shustaree    and  Hakim   Easim 

Ali    who  were  asked  by  the  Board    to    act   as — to   the   Syedpur   Estate    under 

Act  XX  of  1863 
Hakim  Kasiin  Ali's  desire  to  act  as  one  of  tlic — to  the  Imamharah  Endowment  ... 
Suggestions   for   the   election    of  a  Committee   of  five  members  to  act  as — to  the 

Endowment 
Application  to  the  Civil  Court  of  Hooghly  for   the    appointment   of  Mirza  Wahid 

Ali    to    the    vacancy    caused    by   the  death    of   Kasim    Ali    in    the    Committee 

of — and  for  the  transfer  of  the  Trust  to  the  Committee 
Nomination  of  live  gentlemen  to    be    members  of   the  Committee  of  Management 

for  the  Iniambarah 
llelation  oetween  the  Mutwalli  and  the — of  the  Imamharah 

Trust  Fund — 

Disposal  of  the  accumulations  of  the  different  shares  of  the —  ... 

Tpust  properties — 

Suggestion  for  tiie  amendment  of  Regulation  19  of  1810  so  far  as  it  concerns  the 
administration  of — 

Two-ninths  share — Wrongful  charge  of  certain  items  of   expenditure    to    fths 
and  Iths  shares  which  should  have  been  charged  to  the  Ith  share 


W 


WatfeS — Collector  of  Jessore  authorised  to  draw  bills  oa  the  Collector  of  Burdwan  for 
the  amount  of  Rs.  4,000  to  be  spent  on  the  Imamharah  and  for  tlie — of  the 
servants  of  the  establi-diment 

Wahid  Ali,  IMirza— 

Proposal  for    the    appointment   of   Maulvi — as    a   Member  of  the  Committee  vice 

Mirza  Kasini  Ali,  deceased 
Application  to  tiie  Civil  Court  of  Hooghly  for  the  appointment  of — to  the  vacancy 

caused  by  the  death  of  Kasim  Ali  in  the    Committee    of   Trustees    and    for  the 

transfer  of  the  Trust  to  the  Committee      ...  ... 

Wasiq  Ali  Khan— 

Petition  of — to  the  Government  of  India  praying  for  reinstatement  to  the 
Mutwallisliip  of  the  Iniambarah 

Precis  of  all  correspondence  and  records  connected  with  the  removal  of — from 
Mutwallisliip  and  minutes  of  the  Hon'ble  Members  of  the  Board  regarding  the 
defence  by  Government  of  the  case — versus  t!ie  Government  in  the  Sadder 
Uewauy  Adawlut    ... 

Decree  obtained  by — the  dismia^^d  Mutwalli  of  the  Iniambarah  against  the  estate 
of  Hajee  Muhammad  Mohsin     .. 

Sentiments  of  the  Hon'ble  the  Court  of  Directors  ou  the  claim  of — to  be  restored 
to  the  Mutwallisliip  of  the  Imamharah 

Conduct  of  the  Joint  Mutwallis  in  disolieying  the  orders  of  t!ie  Collector  of 
Jessore  ...  ... 

Board's  views  on  the  subject  of — 's  rnonthly  allowance    ... 

Embezzlement  of  the  funds  of  the  Trust  Estate  by  Baqir  Ali  Khan  and — Mut- 
wallis of  the  Iniambarah,  and  appointment  of  Akbar  Ali  Khan  in  their  place  as 
Ameen 

Petition  of  plaint  presented  to  the  Judge  of  Hooghly  bj- — dismissed  Mutwalli  of 
Iniambarah  claiming  Rs.  7,800-6-9  from  the  Imamharah  fund 

Institution  of  a  suit  against  Government  by — ,  dismissed  Mutwalli  of  the  Iniam- 
barah, in  the  Provincial  Court  of  Appeal  at  Calcutta     ... 
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611-14 

361-66,  371-75 
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392-93 
394-97 
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421-24,  447-49 
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687-90,  693 
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81-83 
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Waslq  All   Khan — conelwM . 

I'ctitiou  of  (iliiiut  tiled  in  the  Court  of  Apieal  at  Calciittu  by — ,  disiuissed  Miitwalli 

of  the  Imainburali,  for  the  recovery  of  a  t-hare  in  the  Tovleiit  of  tlie  four  nunas 

of  I'erguunali  Syedpur 
Petition  of — dismissed  SFutwalli  of  tlie  Imanibarali,  for  the  arrears  of  liis  pension. 
Suits   instituted   against  CJoverniiient  by — ,  dismissed  Jliitwa  li  of  the  Imambarali, 

and  by  one  Muhammad  Hossain  in  ilie  Provincial  and  Zilla  Courts,  respectively. 
Compliance  of  the    Court    of   Appeal    \vith  the  provisions  of   section    3,    Kegula- 
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